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EDITORIAL

PHILIP W COOK

T am most grateful to all those who have
contributed to this year’s magazine. The
response to my requests for submissions
surpassed my expectations, so much so that
I have had to hold over some articles for
possible inclusion in next year’s edition. I
have also had to prune many of the en-
closed articles purely so that as many as
possible could be included, thus providing
a variety which, I trust, will ensure that
there is something of interest for everyone.
My apologies if anyone feels that my edit-
ing has resulted in less than justice being
done to their contribution.

This year’s magazine will be circulated
more widely than before and should reach
all serving members of the Regiment, re-
tired members who are working on the
Hong Kong airport project and in Brunei,
retired members in Nepal through Regi-

mental representatives in Kathmandu,
Pokhara and Dharan and all members of
the Association.

This is my last year as editor. Far from
cutting down on my commitments as I had
hoped, the opposite is happening and some-
thing has to go. The Regiment and its As-
sociation are a family which I feel that I
have been particularly fortunate to be part
of and I hope to continue to be involved in
the Association’s activities where possible.
Should you be interested in taking over as
editor, it is a marvellous way of keeping in
touch with friends and events and I would
encourage you to contact either Col Jim
Stuart (tel: 01264 323185) or myself
(01892 535616).

Finally, T trust that 1996 proves to be
an enjoyable and successful year for you.

MUSEUM NOTICE

THE GURKHA & IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUMS

The Imperial War Museum is seeking suit-
able items from the Brunei Rebellion and
Indonesian Confrontation as part of a new
gallery entitled “War in Peace™. Should you
have any items of uniform, personal equip-
ment, badges, medals, weapons, photo-

graphs and documents which you would
be prepared to lend or donate would you
please send them via:

The Gurkha Museum, Peninsula
Barracks, Winchester, SO23 8TS.
Telephone: 01962 8§42832.



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Maj Gen RL PECK CB

In spite of the rundown of the Regi-
ment, which began with the disbandment
of 68 Gurkha Field Squadron and 70 Sup-
port Squadron in December 1993, contin-
ued throughout 1994 with the disbandment
of RHQ and the closure of the Regiment’s
home in Perowne barracks, the standards
achieved by those remaining live up to the
highest traditions of the Regiment.

The appointment of the CO also as
Comdt is a most significant development.
Lt Col Robbie Burns did not require the
additional title to ensure that he quickly
came to grips with the unusual situation
he faced. With the Gurkha Major,
Judbahadur Gurung, firmly established in
his RHQ by the end of 1994 and with two
Sqns remaining, one in Hong Kong and one

General R L Peck CB with the Hukumraj family
flanked by ex SSGT Krishna and LT (QGO) Dam Gurung

The situation at present is as set out in
Lieutenant Colonel Peter Blundell’s final
newsletter as Commandant, but with two
important developments: 69 Gurkha Field
Squadron will be complete in Invicta Park
at Maidstone in the next few weeks; and
the Commanding Officer of 36 Engineer
Regiment is also Commandant The
Queen’s Gurkha Engineers.

in Maidstone, it was inevitable that the GM
would need the support of the CO to re-
solve the many purely QGE manning is-
sues prior to the planned disbandment of
67 Sqn in Hong Kong at the end of 1996.
The CO was acting, de facto, as Comdt and
it was entirely appropriate that his title
should be expanded to reflect his full re-
sponsibilities. We are grateful to Robbie



for all he achieved and we wish him well.
His successor, Lt Col Bob Hendicott, has
already shown that he relishes the challenge
and responsibilities of Comdt.

67 Sqn has been very busy, as you will
see in the Sqn’s newsletter, and now looks
forward to the challenge of Holdfast *96
in Nepal early next year. Once again it will
be working with the Royal Nepalese Army
Engineers on the road project. Alistair
Sheppard has recently returned from the
confirmatory reconnaissance during which
he had to redesign the project after a land-
slide had changed the whole alignment. But
with the necessary clearances proceeding
well, flights provided for and funding in
place, all seems set fair for a successful
final major project for the Sqn before it
starts to rundown. I wish them a success-
ful and enjoyable exercise.

69 Sqn has been equally busy, again the
details are in its newsletter. The Sqn is now
under preparation for a tour in Bosnia, as

part of 36 Engineer Regiment, early in
1996. It is a most challenging time and I
have no doubt that the Sqn will be more
than equal to the task.

All of us will have observed with pride,
Captain (QGO) Budhikumar Gurung car-
rying out his duties as Queen’s Gurkha
Orderly Officer during the many televised
events marking the fiftieth anniversary of
the end of the Second World War.

So 1996 will be another busy year. It
will provide opportunities for both 67 and
69 Sqns to continue to operate to the high-
est standards of the Regiment. I wish them
well. It will be a sad occasion when we
bid farewell to 67 Gurkha Independent
Field Squadron at the end of the year, but
they will be well remembered for the many
achievements throughout the Squadron’s
life. The Regiment’s traditions will live on
in 69 Gurkha Field Squadron, The Queen’s
Gurkha Engineers. Jai QGE.




COMMANDANT’S REPORT

Lt Col R C HENDICOTT MBE RE

As a newcomer to the Regiment and
having been Commandant for only three
months at the time of writing (Nov 1995),
I am delighted to have been asked to con-
tribute to this year’s edition of The Queen’s
Gurkha Engineers Magazine. First I will
introduce myself to those I have not yet
had the opportunity of meeting. I became
Commanding Officer of 36 Engineer Regi-
ment in early September after 2 years as
Military Assistant to a NATO Commander
in Chief, prior to which I was Chief of Staff
of 1st Mechanized Brigade. My squadron
command tour was with 59 Independent
Commando Squadron immediately after
leaving Staff College. I am married to
Claire, we have 4 young children and live
in Maidstone with the Regiment.

My first impressions of The Queen’s
Gurkha Engineers, seen from the perspec-
tive of an outsider moving in, have been
tremendously positive. The challenges
which have faced both 67 Squadron in Sek
Kong and 69 Squadron in Maidstone dur-
ing the past year have been every bit as
tough as those facing the wider Corps of
Royal Engineers and they have been met
with consummate skill, panache and pro-
fessional expertise. 67 Squadron, under
Major Alistair Sheppard, has exercised
extensively in Brunei as well as its routine
involvement in a plethora of smaller con-
struction and training support tasks in Hong
Kong and the New Territories. Concur-
rently the Squadron has planned its
drawdown and disbandment, which will be

completed by the end of 1996, and devel-
oped plans for its final major construction
task, Exercise HOLDFAST, in Nepal in the
early part of next year. I was able to spend
a fleeting 3 day period with them in Octo-
ber and found them in very good heart. 69
Squadron conducted the last ever Exercise
WATERLEAP in Canada throughout the
summer and combined demanding engi-
neering with a successful adventurous
training ‘programme. After some late leave
the Squadron has just begun working up
for its 6 month Bosnia tour as part of 36
Engineer Regiment Group starting in
spring 1996. Most recently a team from the
Squadron gave a solid performance in the
Cambrian Patrol Competition. 69 Squad-
ron will have completed its move to Invicta
Park from Kitchener Barracks within the
next few weeks. Regimental Headquar-
ters is now firmly established within Head-
quarters 36 Engineer Regiment and the
Gurkha Major works with me there run-
ning the detail of wider Regimental mat-
ters. From Easter next year he will be sup-
ported through the difficult period of im-
plementing the QGE drawdown by Cap-
tain Duncan Pierce, who will effectively
become Adjutant QGE for a period of just
one year.

The coming year holds mixed fortunes
for the Regiment. 69 Squadron will deploy
its ACE Mobile Force (Land) troop to Nor-
way for arctic training early in 1996 and
the balance of the Squadron will have just
left for Bosnia as they return. The Bosnia



squadron will operate from Saxon wheeled
armoured personnel carriers in what will
be the first combined arms operational tour
for QGE for many years. In 13 months
time 67 Squadron will have disbanded. The
programme to achieve this will involve
pension, rebadging or redundancy for ap-
proximately 100 Gurkha soldiers of all
ranks and across both squadrons. From then
on The Queen’s Gurkha Engineers will be
represented solely by 69 Gurkha Field
Squadron and the few individuals working

mission. Nonetheless, I am. convinced, af-
ter just a few months to assimilate a com-
plex situation, that the Regiment must
throw itself wholeheartedly into its future
and not look back fondly to life as it used
to be. 69 Squadron’s forthcoming tour is
an excellent opportunity to force the pace
of its integration into the Corps as a front
line operational field squadron working
within an operational regiment. The proc-
ess has started already and I have every
confidence that it will continue in a posi-

Maj T L V Treanor RE receives the Bowring Trophy
on behalf of the winner 8496 L/Cpl Ranjankumar Badgami
from Lt Col R C Hendicott MBE RE.

in Extra-Regimental Employment posts.
Sadly the decision to retain additional Gur-
khas in the British Army to balance short-
falls in the Infantry and Royal Signals does
not apply to the Regiment - the wider Corps
of Royal Engineers is too well manned for
such measures to be justifiable. There are
many issues yet to be resolved, particularly
on domestic matters such as family per-

tive and beneficial manner for all. Against
that you have my assurance that the cus-
toms, traditions and kaida of a proud Regi-
ment will not be lost. The Regimental flag
of The Queen’s Gurkha Engineers is fly-
ing today outside the Headquarters of 36
Engineer Regiment. I am proud to see it
there and it is a considerable honour to have
been appointed Commandant. Jai QGE.



67 SQUADRON NEWSLETTER

OC Maj A C Sheppard RE
2IC Capt R J Orr RE
G/Capt (QGO) Mohankumar Gurung

The beginning of 1995 saw 67 Squad-
ron completing its post Exercise
HOLDFAST 94 shake down, and the hand
over of commanding from Maj Mark
Stevenson (who moved to Command Wing,
Chatham) to Maj Alistair Sheppard (who
arrived from HQ ARRC). The Squadron
immediately entered a phase of house-
keeping, whereby a lot of work was com-
pleted to improve the Squadron Lines,
weed out the remaining surplus material
left over from the drawdown of the Regi-
ment, and generally set ourselves up for
the rest of what was expected to be another
very busy year.

Shortly after the arrival of the OC, the
initial recce for Ex JUNGLE BUILDER
95 to Brunei took place. This was to be a 2
month construction project, in place of Ex
JUNGLE TROOPER, with 100 men. A
technical recce had been completed at the
end of 1994 and, following discussions
with Training Team Brunei, HQ Brunei
Garrison and the Garrison Engineer, tasks
were agreed. The 2IC was nominated as
the Project Officer, and the detailed plan-
ning began. At the same time, C Troop
deployed to Town Island, an island off the
South East coast of the Sai Kung Country
Park. Here, an organisation called Opera-
tion Dawn ran a drug re-habilitation cen-
tre for youths [rom all over South East Asia,
with a significant success rate. 67 Squad-

ron had been asked to build 2 accommo-
dation blocks for the centre, with all per-
sonnel, stores and material being flown in
by helicopters from 28 (Ac) Sqn RAF. The
project was completed on time, and the
director of the project, Rev Chan, was so
impressed that he asked 67 Sqn to repeat
the project later in the year!

Section and Troop level basic training
had also begun, culminating in a 3 week
package in March, whereby each Troop
spent 1 week in the field, a second week in
barracks and the third week supporting one
of the other Troops. Commander British
Forces Hong Kong visited the training and
was entertained with Tunch in the field,
courtesy of Lt (QGO) Dilparsad Limbu and
B Troop.

April saw the start of Squadron level
training, including a concentrated package
of driver and signals revision/training, all
in preparation for the Squadron FTX in
early May. The 2IC managed to persuade
the OC to allow him to represent QGE in
Korea on a Staff Ride and various Remem-
brance Parades (and a good time he had as
well), only for the 2IC to find that the OC
wanted to go to Nepal for the Initial Recce
for Ex HOLDFAST 96. He returned to go
immediately on the Squadron Exercise.

May rapidly moved into June with the
preparations for Ex JUNGLE BUILDER
95. and somewhere a little leave was



squeezed in prior to Brunei. Early July saw
67 Squadron up sticks and move to Sittang
Camp, Brunei, where early starts and hot,
sweaty work soon became the norm. The
exercise is described separately, but was
deemed to be a great success. The exercise
also provided an opportunity for some of
the lads to try rugby - and while touch
rugby on the beach was great fun, the real
thing against Panaga Club was more diffi-
cult. A week in the jungle constructing
HLSs with explosives and chainsaws and
a few days R&R rounded off a thoroughly
enjoyable 2 months.

within one week of our return from Nepal.
The DRPR was re-written after the Con-
firmatory Recce as a result of a land slide
changing the alignment of the road to be
built - no doubt things will have changed
again before the Sqn deploys on 9 Jan 96.
As if this is not enough, Rev Chan did per-
suade the Sqgn to continue the work on
Town Island, and A Troop were tasked to
construct another 2 accommodation huts
for the centre, again with everything sup-
plied by air.

1995 has been another mixed year for
sport. The Sqn produced a commendable

CBF meets LCpl Nabir Arybo as
Spr Jaindra Kumar Namrangwa looks on.

The return from Brunei did little to slow
the pace of activity, as the Squadron pre-
pared to run a theatre level CPX, support
the Garrison FTX, celebrate Dashain and
reorganise ourselves in preparation for Ex
HOLDFAST 96. The Detailed Recce for
this exercise, the construction of a section
of the Katari - Okhaldunga road further
north from Ex HOLDFAST 94 was started
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effort in the BFHK Athletics Swimming
and Basketball Championships, partici-
pated in the HKSAAM, and completed Ex
TRAILWALKER in less than 24hrs, de-
spite completing only 2 short runs as train-
ing! Festivals and holidays have been cel-
ebrated with appropriate verve and gusto,
and the RAF chaps have had some educa-
tion on how to run a Mess Function.



1995 has also seen a number of changes
of personalities. As has been already stated,
the OCs changed at the beginning of the
year. 1995 also saw the departure of Capt
Tain Adamson to JCSC and Germany, Lt
Roger Morton and his wife Claire to RSME
Minley, and 2Lt Tom White to London
University. In their places, Lt Kieron
Fitzpatrick, Lt Pete Smyth and Lt (QGO)
Dalbahadur Limbu have arrived, as has 2Lt
John Warren as a SSLC officer. Lt (QGO)
Krishnadhoj Sahi MBE and Lt (QGO)
Chitrabahadur Gurung have also left on

Nepal Leave prior to taking up appoint-
ments in the UK, and the SSMs of 67 and
69 Sqn have swapped.

1995 has been a busy, hectic and often
difficult year for all members of 67 Sqn.
Planning for the drawdown is well under
way, as are the re-settlement programmes
for all those selected to go on pension or
redundancy. Nevertheless, we finish the
year poised to deploy to Nepal for what
promises to be an exciting and challeng-
ing exercise, and are ready to meet 1996,
with all that that entails for 67 Squadron.

SIMPLE PLEASURES

By 67 Sqn Unit Correspondent

“Permission to carry on, Saheb?”
“Yes please.”

The whistle is blown and another early
morning PT football game commences.
The senior team is in white shirts and the
boys in red. October in Hong Kong can be
very pleasant. Wake up to the faint chill,
having had a night without the air-condi-
tioning or fan and the unusually clear air.
A light covering of dew on the grass and
the relative quiet before all the neighbours
start to add to the local noise. So Kun Wat
amongst the containers, the top pitch at
Perowne or behind the MT at Sekkong, it
doesn’t really matter. The Tp Comd with
his rugby boots on is given a wide berth.
The QGO, although a little older, demon-
strates the skills learned in so many Nepal
Cup games but we cannot get away from
the enthusiasm and energy of the young
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Sappers who keep trying to get the ball.
The confident Corporal controlling things
from the midfield, slows the game down.
But still there are the wild swinging clear-
ances which launch the ball skywards
sometimes resulting in a short heading
competition.

“Saheb!”... open space, use the pace,
try not to trip over the ball. Former regi-
mental goalkeeper crouched and ready,
keep it on the right foot an optimistic dig
at the ball. “Excellent goal Saheb.” Amaz-
ing, if I had known I had so much latent
talent I would have taken it much more
seriously in my youth.

Despite this the boys are still winning.
Our keeper has some unspecified injury
which has limited him to the goalmouth.
His goalkicking skills are soon exhausted
and various people take it in turns to try



A Troop raise another section of the boat shed.
(The sun glasses were necessary to protect eyes
from the glare of the sun on the concrete.)

and get a better clearance. A wicked tackle
from someone trying to make up for the
disadvantage of training shoes. It always
amazes me how tenacious the boys are
when playing against each other. Why
didn’t they hack the R A F like that last
week? Time for a corner. The QGO takes
control, an opportunity that deserves some-
one capable of giving the ball the right
flight. Being over six foot should be ad-
vantage with the headers - surely? I move
into the box. A good kick coming my way.
Jostle, “sorry Saheb”, “sorry Harry”,
scramble, scuffle, free for all in the goal
mouth, swipe, miss and an easy clearance
for the opposition. Then we have o chase
down to our end to witness a coolly ex-
ecuted goal by some “footballer”. I feel a
bit lumbering at times and out of place but
it is only fair after making the boys play
rugby last week.
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Time to change ends and for someone
else to referee. Despite this the boys are
continue to pull ahead. Even more energy
and chasing the ball. The youngsters get-
ting more confident and having more of a
go themselves. To many bhats and to much
office work are starting to take effect. A
couple of people on the way to work have
paused by the goal to watch a particularly
well worked move result in a fine strike at
goal from another one of professionals.
Never mind it will be over soon.

Full time and a short parade to check
for injuries. Everyone smiling and the sun
just starting to heat the air. Now for a
shower and breakfast. To join in the Gur-
kha enjoyment of such simple pleasures -
what an honour.



69 SQUADRON NEWSLETTER

OC Maj T L V TREANOR RE
2IC Capt R J PEET RE
G/Capt Capt (QGO) TSHERING LAMA
SSM WO2 (SSM) CHUTRABAHADUR SHRESTHA

1995 began with Tim Treanor taking and led a highly successful adventure train-
Command of the Squadron in January ing package in the Rockies and built a new
and immediately proceeding on the de- bridge for the Jasper National Park. Activi-
tailed recce for EX WATERLEAP, to be ties included climbing, mountaineering, trek-
held in Alberta, Canada. king, white water rafting and horse riding.

Before the deployment to Canada in On return to Maidstone the new AME(L)
May, the Sqn was kept busy with a se- Troop formed up under Captain Duncan
ries of Combat Engineer exercises cul- Pierce and started its training by competing
minating in a 3 week Regimental deploy- in the Cambrian Patrol Competition, gain-

ment to Sennybridge in February. It
proved to be extremely testing in harsh
conditions, although the Sqn acquitted
itself well. Tragically however, LCpl
Racchyabahadur Pun was severely in-
jured in an accident whilst commanding
a Combat Engineer Tractor and died 5
days later. His wife was with him at the
end.

Ex Waterleap was a 3 month con-
struction project in which the Sqn built
a 4km road - the ‘Gurkhali Rajmarg’; a
heavily reinforced ammunition bunker;
and installed 14 sophisticated boiler sys-
tems. Under the direction of the project
officer, Capt (GCO) Mahendraparsad
Gurung, the tasks were all finished to a
high standard. The Gurkhas were particu-
larly well received by the local Cana-
dian Community, with a great deal of
coverage in the local media. :

Concurrent with the construction Ex Waterleap 1995
projects, Capt Stewart Cook organised Mount Edith Cavell Bridge

13



ing a bronze medal. The troop will deploy
to Norway in January to train alongside 3
PARA and the complete AMF(L) Force.
The remainder of the Squadron has now
started its Bosnia training which will con-
tinue into the new year with a planned de-
ployment date of 1 March 1996. It is not
yet clear if this will be as part of the exist-
ing Operation GRAPPLE or a NATO im-

S 5

ing and the Officers’ Mess is now graced
by QGE pictures and silver. We look for-
ward to the completion of all the new build-
ings in Invicta Park Barracks which will
then allow the last of our men to leave
Kitchener Barracks and move into Maid-
stone.

So, the Squadron has had a successful
year, particularly on EX WATERLEAP, and

The AMF(L) Troop training under the
instruction of Rfn ‘Billy’ Butlin from 2RGJ.

plementation force. However, as the first
Gurkha Engineer sub-unit to deploy on
such an operational tour for many years the
soldjers are enthusiastic to do well.

The Squadron is settling into life with
36 Engineer Regiment and, bit by bit,
changes occur which make the camp seem
more like our home. A barbecue hut has,
of course, been constructed for extra mess-
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has started to train hard for the challenges
ahead: the first year of a full AMF(L) troop
deployment and an operational tour in
Bosnia. Despite the further substantial
drawdown of personnel due to occur in the
coming 12 months the men remain in good
heart and are enthusiastic to do well along-
side their British counterparts. Jai 69 Sqn.



THE BRAND NEW SAHEB
AND HIS TRUSTY STOREMAN

Name withheld at author’s request.

Let me tell you a little story about a
certain young troop commander, who for
anonimity’s sake we shall call Kancha Bhai
(KB) Saheb.

One day KB Saheb was going about his
duties with the usual haste common to a
troop commander new to a busy squadron,
when he was approached by his QM, a ven-
erable and wise fellow, as indeed all QMs
must be. The QM proceeded to explain to
his junior the problems that the incompat-
ibility of the troop’s “S” Tank were pos-
ing. Without wishing to appear an igno-
rant fool by asking too many questions, KB
managed to discern that in his troop store
was a sedimentation tank, a black rubber
contraption designed to store water simi-
lar to a large inflatable kids paddling pool.
There are two types in service: his, the
smaller, older, almost defunct model, and
a big new, all singing, all dancing version.
Kancha Bhai was gripped with the sudden
dread of going on an operational tour armed
with only a small battered, old and useless
“S” Tank. How would he treat and supply
precious drinking water to the units he was
to be supporting with this?

“We must obtain the new model” he
insisted to the QM. This was not possible
through normal channels, it was explained,
as new tanks could only be exchanged for
old ones when they became unserviceable
and beyond economic repair. With the seed
sewn by the old sweat, the young saheb
was quick to seize the initiative and the
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dastardly plan was hatched.

Off the naive young Tp Comd shot to
brief his G10 Storeman only to find that,
as whenever he was needed urgently, the
trusty Lance Corporal was nowhere to be
found. Not to be defeated he wrote out in-
structions in the minutest of detail (for it
was his understanding that a strength of
Gurkhas lay in their ability to execute or-
ders to the letter without necessarily com-
prehending the subtelties of their actions).

“The gist of the instructions ran thus:

1. We have a problem - our “S” Tank is the
old model and we must replace it with the
new type. To achieve this the old must be
rendered beyond repair.
2. Take out the tank, and make a hole in it.
This hole must be too large for the REME
to be able to repair it.
3. Take the holed tank down to the Work-
shops and ask them to fix it. On inspection
they will tell you that the hole is so big
that they cannot repair it and that it must
be backloaded. They will then issue the
necessary paperwork so that a replacement
new tank can be obtained.
Needless-to-say on receiving the orders
the trusty storeman carried them out ex-
actly as described. And just to prove his
reliability, to the offending tank he attached
the afore-mentioned signed note. On their
receipt the ASM summoned Kancha Bhai
Saheb for what proved to be an interesting
interview. KB is now a little wiser!



QGE STAFF LIST

JANUARY 1996

SENIOR SERVING OFFICERS OF THE REGIMENT

Brig HH Kerr ADC, OBE, BSc(Eng), 8q «cccovevveveve Asst Comd 3(UK) Div
Brig JA Thorp CBE, MA, PSCT...cocoveiiinniniicnnenicie: Comd 15(NE) Inf Bde
Col IDC Anderson BSc(Eng), psc(m)T «.cooveevevennne Col(W) ES 21, HQ QMG
Col JG Baker MBE, BSc(Eng), PSCT wcceviiuisaresaessane COS RMCS Shrivenham
Col DR Bill BSC(ENZ), PSC -ecvievermiiinrrreesienresicenenes Col ASD 1, DASD
Col CW Haskell BSc(Eng), psct, AlC veuveeveeruacrnesrinees ACOS Sp Div HQ NORTH
Col DR Burns OBE, BSc(Eng), psCt ..oovveeveierinnvenes DCOS HQ 1(UK) Armd Div
Col JR Durance BSC(ENE), PSC..ocrvrerieremramsamsassensnns Col Ops/COS Engr Br HQ LAND
Lt Col IM Caws BSc(Eng), CEng, MICE, psc......... SO1 Man Plans HQ 1(UK) Armd Div
Lt Col PGCP DIUItt $Q cuvevererrrenmssersesscsceaesensnieeeees SO2 LO HNS HQ UKSC(G)
Lt Col AD Harking BSc(Eng), Psct .cceevermversmssranacas SO1 DS Staff College
Lt Col MAC Hughes BSc(Eng), psct .ccceueeeeerinnne: CO 39 Engr Regt
Lt Col LSI Inge ... eevrvemreresesenenenenasneeseseerene: QM 3 RSME Regt
Lt Col GC Kershaw BSc(Eng) ................................. CRE Airfields Strike Command
- Dip EM, CEng, MICE, sq
Lt Col I KiNNear suswsmisissmssarsiissssinssisiiiesivesstsss HQ Engineer Resources
Lt Col RJ Little BSC(ENE), 5 .....vvevsreeeemrurerscrensaneene: SO1 Plans & Policy HQ NORTH
Lt Col AWHH MacLeod BSc(Eng), psct ..o CO 38 Engr Regt
Lt Col MD Reynolds BSC(Eng), .....cocoovemeemssnsrsarannns SO1 HQ AFCENT
- CEng, Eurlng, MICE, FIPlantE, sq
Lt Col T A Ris BSc(Eng), psct .. rreereaereenennens SOL(W) LSOR 5
Lt Col AS Tuggey BSc(Eng), osc(MAL) SQ ceenreerenns SO1 Ch G4 Qtg HQ NORTH
Lt Col PA Wall OBE, MA, PSCT .vreenerecuseesesensenens CO 32 Engr Regt
Lt Col GJ Whitty MBE ..o SO1 HQ LAND
Lt Col JF Wheeley MBE, psc .. reerrerererenneeees SO1 Engr 3 Einc(A)
Lt Col AP Burnside BSc(Eng), CEng, MICE .......... SO1 HQ AFCENT
Lt Col PAH Poole BSC, PSCT .oocovveemmriiisecccncs SO1 (W) LSOR 5 ACD OR (LAND)
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OFFICERS OF THE REGIMENT

Lt Col R C Hendicott MBE, MA, psct
Maj AC Sheppard psc
Maj TLV Treanor MA, psc
Capt RI Orr BEng (Hons)
Capt RJ Peet BEng (Hons)
Capt LR Thomas BEng (Hons)...................
Capt DJ Coles
Capt JER Fernandes BA (Hons)
Lt AC Clee BSc (Hons)
Lt K Fitzpatrick BSc (Hons)
Lt PE Smyth BEng (Hons)
Capt SW Cook BEng (Hons)
Capt DF Pierce BSc (Hons)
Capt CR Tomlinson BSc (Hons)..................

Commandant
OC 67 Gurkha Indep Fd Sqn QGE
OC 69 Gurkha Fd Sqn QGE

Tp Comd 67 Sqn

Tp Comd 67 Sqn

Tp Comd 67 Sqn

Tp Comd 67 Sqn

Tp Comd 69 Sqn

Tp Comd 69 Sqn/AMF(L) Tp

Tp Comd 69 Sqn/AMF(L) Tp (Des)

GURKHA COMMISSIONED OFFICERS

Maj(GCO) Milanchandra Gurung RGR ..............
Capt(GCO) Mahendraprasad Gurung ..........u..........

QUEEN’S GURKHA OFFICERS

Maj(QGO) Judbahadur Gurung ...........................
Maj(QGO) Haribahadur Thapa
Capt(QGO) Budhikumar GUIUNg oo
Capt(QGO) Mohankumar Gurung ...oceveoeiren.
Capt(QGO) Hombahadur Limbu
Capt(QGO) Tshering Lama
Capt(QGO) Hombahadur Rana..............................
Capt(QGO) Damar Ghale .............ooo.oeooeoeion
Capt(QGO) Tirthaman L€ 13111 7 S
Lt(QGO) Krishnadhoj Sahi ........o...eeemoooeoooooo
Lt(QGO) Dilprasad Limbu ..........ocoooovi
L{(QGO) Dalbahadur Limbu ........co,.ooovooo
Lt(QGO) Chitrabahadur Gurung

OC Cassino/Tam Mei Enclave
Ops Offr 69 Sqn

Gurkha Major

GM Pokhara

QGO0

GCapt 67 Sqn

Mil Wks Force Chilwell
G/Capt 69 Sqn/Sp Tp Comd

.. Trg Offr/Resettlement Offr 67 Sqn
... Tp Comd, 57 Trg Sqn RE
. Gurkha Quartermaster 67 Sqn/UFQO

Tp QGO 67 Sqn
Tp QGO 67 Sqn
Tp Comd 69 Sgn
Tp QGO 67 Sgn



GURKHA MAJOR’S REPORT

Maj (QGO) JUDBAHADUR GURUNG

The role of the Gurkha Major has
changed vastly from my first days in the
Gurkha Engineers at Kluang in 1969 when
Maj(QGO) Dhojbir Limbu MVO was con-
sidered a God like figure and lo behold
anyone whoever upset him. In addition, he
was a father figure and responsible for all
family matters. Most importantly, he moni-
tored that special Gurkha ingredient of a
highly disciplined soldier and installed this
in his men.

it all. He is much more conscious of his
family at home and will save as early as
possible to improve the standard of living
for his family.

The soldiers are also much more edu-
cated and, contrary to earlier apprehensions
about educated soldiers, the Sappers are
now also more fit, conscious individually
and more forthcoming and will not be
afraid to talk about their future.

Integration within 36 Engineer Regi-

Major (QGO) Judbahadur Gurung.

Time has moved on from the very early
days of Kluang to Hong Kong and now to
Maidstone in UK. Many a Gurkha Major
has come and gone but the Sappers of The
Queen’s Gurkha Engineers have gone from
strength to strength. If you saw Gurkhas
drinking and smoking heavily in the early
days, the soldiers of today steer away from
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ment has brought its changes. The QGOs’
and the Gurkha WOs’ and Sgts’ Messes
have both gone, inevitably with a tinge of
sadness but time moves on and the process
has gone remarkably smoothly.

You may well ask what the role of the
Gurkha Major is in all this changes with
no families in UK (although there is still



67 Sqn who are accompanied). In short,
the role has changed in many but not all
respects. The Gurkha Major of today still
is responsible overall for maintaining the
kaidas and discipline of the Gurkha Sap-
pers, he is also the Manning Officer respon-
sible for the manning of the 2 Squadrons
and the QGE ERE tied posts including the
Training Team at Minley, finally he is both
the Head Clerk and the Adjutant for all
Gurkha matters. In short the main objec-
tive of the Gurkha Major is to integrate
QGE into the mainstream of The Royal
Engineers and the British Army as a whole

whilst retaining the specialities and tradi-
tions of the Gurkhas.

My assessment is that Gurkha Sappers
have moved on with time and have adapted
to new criteria as and when required, Our
future in the British Army seems assured
but to maintain that means meeting new
challenges like the operational role in
Bosnia and the ACE Mobile Force (Land)
Troop role with the flexibility needed in
the modern army whilst retaining the hali-
marks of a Gurkha particularly our disci-
pline and kaida. I have every confidence
that we will achieve this. Jai QGE.

PENSION PARTIES

1995 (RC 1-5/95)

RC 1/95

531308 Capt (QGO) Binodkumar Lama
21160844 WO1 Kulbahadur Gurung
21164474 LCpl Ramsing Thapa
21164558 Cpl Rambahadur Thapa
21164920 LCpl Motiman Bajracharya
21165096 Spr Dikbahadur Rai
21165160 Spr Chandrabahadur Rai

RC 3/95

21164497 Cpl Nirbahadur Gurung
21164818 Cpl Bhawakrishna Bishwakarma

RC 4/95

21164423 Cpl Khembahadur Kanwar
21164428 Cpl Chandrabahadur Thapa
21164430 Cpl Chitrabahadur Thapa
21164476 1.Cpl Santabahadur Thapa
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21164494 Cpl Krishnabahadur Mijar
21164504 Cpl Haribahadur Thapa
21164515 Cpl Bharatsing Bura
21164534 LCpl Bharatbom Malla
21164537 Cpl Asbahadur Gurung
21164578 Cpl Jhakbahadur Pun
21164957 Spr Shreeprasad Gurung
21164971 Spr Tikaram Rana
21165228 LCpl Dorju Rai

RC 5/95

21164887 LCpl Gobindabahadur Gharti
21164940 Cpl Yambahadur Pun
21164981 Cpl Kosbahadur Rana
21165122 Spr Bhismakumar Kandangwa
21165136 LCpl Biswokumar Rai
21165226 Cpl Kulprasad Rai



PROMOTIONS

APR-OCT 1995

PROMOTION TO CAPT(QGO)

535775 Capt (QGO) Hombahadur Limbu

541460 Capt (QGO) Hombahadur Rana
542038 Capt (QGO) Tirthaman Gurung
542039 Capt (QGO) Damar Ghale

PROMOTION TO WO2

21162592 W02 Nirbahadur Rana
21163348 WO?2 Bhalabahadur Rai

PROMOTION TO SSGT

21162784 SSgt Chandrabahadur Limbu

PROMOTION TO ASGT

21166747 ASgt Prembahadur Ale

PROMOTION TO CPL

21165300 Cpl Harkabahadur Pun
21166506 Cpl Shalikram Gurung
21167342 Cpl Gunbahadur Gurung
21167355 Cpl Yatman Gurung
21167431 Cpl Anand Pun
21167499 Cpl Narbir Angbo
21167611 Cpl Taikaji Gurung

21167716 Cpl Tajkumar Pakhrin
21167921 Cpl Mohankumar Tamang
21167998 Cpl Meenjang Gurung
21168010 Cpl Nabin Gurung
21168197 Cpl Ashokkumar Khanal
21168202 Cpl Ashokkumar Gurung

PROMOTION TO LCPL

21166085 LCpl Indradev Gurung
21166919 LCpl Gangabahadur Gurung
21167275 LCpl Bhimkumar Limbu
21167344 LCpl Deepak Hamal
21167656 LCpl Rambahadur Ramjali
21168050 LCpl Ghanbahadur Thapa
21168189 LCpl Jitbahadur Thapa
21168192 LCpl Raju Gurung
21168213 LCpt Shukbahadur Gurung
21168221 LCpl Ashok Rai

21168254 LCpl Kalyan Rai

21168425 LCpl Maniraj Gurung
21168515 LCpl Bhadrasing Limbu
21168533 LCpl Badrikumar Rai
21168542 LCpl Ganeshprasad Gurung



OLD & BOLD

WHO’S WHERE

Major (QGO) Haribahadur Thapa
- GM BGP

Hon Lt (GCO) Kharkajang Gurung
- ARO Welfare (W)

Capt (QGO) Kharkabahadur Limbu
- ARO Rect

Hon Capt (GCO) Sunar Gurung
- just retd

Hon Lt (GCO) Hukumraj Thapa
- Eng Dir

Capt (QGO) Yambahadur Gurung
- PM ODA Project

Capt (QGO) Tikaraj Rai
- PM ODA Project

Capt (QGO) Makardhoj Sahi
- PM ODA Project
Lt (QGO) Upendrabahadur Gurung
- AO GWT (Canada)
Hon Lt (QGO) Birkhabahadur Limbu
- KAAA Project
WO1 Budhiman Gurung
- PM GWT (Canada)
WO?2 Pandit Rai
- PM ODA Project
WO?2 Gangabahadur Gurung
- PM ODA Project
WO2 Gunjabahadur Gurung
- PS ODA Project

Gurkha Maijor, British Gurkhas Pokhara, Haribahadur Thapa
reads the QGE and Bde News on the QGE birthday to
Lt (GCO) Kharkajang Gurung and other ex QGE members.
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WO2 Indrabahadur Limbu
- KAAA Project
SSgt Thakurbahadur Rana
- DCW (M) GWO Pokhara
SSgt Mangalsing Gurung
- PS ODA Project
SSgt Kulbahadur Gurung
- GWS Project
SSgt Sherbahadur Gurung
- PS GWT (Canada)
SSgt Minbahadur Gurung
- PS ODA Project
SSgt Dharmaraj Gurung
- PS ODA Project
SSgt Narbahadur Gurung
-PDO KAAA
SSgt Bajardhan Rai
- PS ODA Project
Sgt Dhanbahadur Rana
- Tech Adviser ODA
Sgt Padambahadur Khan
- PS ODA Project
Sgt Kalbahadur Gurung
- PS GWS
Cpl Jasilal Thapa
- PS ODA Project
Cp! Chhabilal Thapa
- BGP Records Clk
Cpl Santabahadur Rai
- PS GWT (Canada)
Cpl Lilbahadur Bura
- Mech GWO Pokhara
Cpl Tekansing Gurung
- PS ODA Project
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Cpl Bhimraj Gurung
- KAAA Project
Cpl Asardhan Rai
- PS ODA Project
Cpl Hombahadur Thapa
- PS ODA Project
Cpi Indrabahadur Gurung
- PS GWS Project
Cpi Dhandhoj Rai
- PS GWS Project
Cp! Jitbahadur Rai
- PS ODA Project
Capt (QGO) Manikumar Prodhan
- GWO Office Katmandu
Capt (QGO) Kusalsing Gurung
- Own business in Pokhara
Capt (QGO) Tekansing Gurung
- Boarding School, living in Pokhara
Capt (QGO) Minbabadur Gurung
- Ownes Danphe Club, lives in Pokhara
Capt (QGO) Baburam Thapa
- Died on 20 Feb 95
Capt (QGO) Bhimbahadur Gurung
- Suffering from gout
Hon Capt (GCO)Bhimbahadur Gurung
- Just retd from GCPRS
Capt (QGO) Birbahadur Limbu
- Own business in Kathmandu
Capt (QGO) Jahansing Rai
- Serving in GRU
Capt (QGO) Manilal Thapa
- Serving in GRU
Capt (QGO) Hombahadur Sen
- AWO Kathmandu,



Some of the Old and Bold.
(Capt GCO Amarbahadur Gurung flanked by
Hon Lt Hukumraj, Capts Embahadur and Tekansing.)

Capt (QGO) Dilkumar Limbu
- Whereabouts N/K
Capt (QGO) Kulbahadur Tamang
- Whereabouts N/K
Hon Lt (GCO) Lakpa Tshering Bhotia
- AO ASU in BGN Kathmandu
Hon Lt (GCO) Kumarsing Rai
- Malaysia Diving School
Capt (QGO) Jogendrasing Gurung
- Serving in GRU
Hon Lt (QGO) Dalbahadur Gurung
- Serving in GRU
WOI Kulbahadur Gurung
- DCI Reset Pokhara
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WOI Birkha Rai

- RSM BGDN Kathmandu
WO2 Yakim Limbu

- Designate DCI Reset
WO2 Tika Rai

- Head Clk BG Pokhara
WO2 Dipak Tamang

- Hotel Manager

- nr Soltee Obroi Kathmandu
WO2 Yambahadur Gurung

- Ex Pipe Major,

- hse in Narayanghat Bazaar
WO2 Udimbahadur Thapa

- House in Naranyanghat, Business



QUEEN'S GURKHA
ORDERLEY OFFICER

Capt (QGO) BUDHIKUMAR GURUNG

The history of the Queen’s Gurkha Or-
derly Officer appointment begins from the
time of His Majesty The King Edward VII
in 1901 when he commanded that he be
attended by six Indian Army Orderly Of-
ficers. The year following the coronation
the number was reduced to four, and from
that time onwards until the outbreak of war
in 1939, the four ‘King’s Indian Orderly
Officers’ were annually in attendance on
the Sovereign. Gurkhas shared this honour
with Rajputs, Maharattas, Pathans, Sikhs
and other chosen representatives of the
British Indian Army. In 1910 these Indian
Orderly Officers (two of who were Gur-
khas at the time) took their turn with the
officers of the Household Cavalry and the
Foot Guards to stand guard at the cata-

falque in the Great Hall of Westminster at
the King’s Lying-in-State. Rudyard Kipling
set them down for posterity in a short story
called “In the Presence”.

On 11 March 1954, Her Majesty re-
introduced this practice by commanding
that two Gurkha Officers should be nomi-
nated annually as ‘The Queen’s Gurkha
Orderly Officers’, and requiring them to
attend Her Majesty at official functions
from time to time. Since then two QGOO’s
have been nominated every year. Among
those who have served in these appoint-
ments was the great grandson of one of the
Gurkha Officers mentioned in Kipling’s
story and two others whose father have also
been QGOQ’s before them.

It is an honour to be chosen for this

Major (QGO) Budhikumar Gurung
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appointment and the highest standards are
looked for in all officers selected to fill
them. Her Majesty has appointed all
QGOO’s to be Member of the Royal Vic-
torian Order.

Capt(QGO) Budhikumar Gurung has
followed the footsteps of his father and
elder brother as he is the third person in
his family to have been chosen for this most
prestigious appointment. His father Hon
Lt(GCO) Tambasing Gurung MVO MBE,
Ex 2/6th Gurkha Rifles, was the QGO0 in
1962. He later moved on promotion out of
his battalion to become the Gurkha Major
of British Gurkhas Transit Camp in
Barrackpore, Calcutta for a short time and
then did a full tour as Gurkha Major of
Training Depot Brigade of Gurkhas in

Sungei Patani, Malaya. Having completed
his tour, he retired in 1967 from Malaya.

Similarly, Capt (QGO) Budhikumar
Gurung’s elder brother Hon Capt (GCO)
Chintabahadur Gurung MVO MBE, Ex 6th
Gurkha Rifles, was also QGOO in 1984.
He then became Gurkha Major of his bat-
talion and subsequently followed the
footsteps of his father as he went on to
become the Gurkha Major of Training
Depot Brigade of Gurkhas on his second
tour. He eventually retired in 1991 from
Hong Kong.

I'am honoured to be the third member
of my family to represent The Brigade of
Gurkhas in this most prestigious appoint-
ment. It is a unique achievement both for
my family and for the Brigade of Gurkhas.

SECOND CAREERS IN NEPAL

Hon Lt (GCO) HUKUMRAJ THAPA
EX GURKHA MAJOR QGE

It was in early January 1995 in Guild-
ford Town Centre that I spotted Col John
Baker saheb, Judy memsaheb and their
daughter. We could not believe our eyes
on this unexpected meeting until we ex-
changed namaste and started talking in
Gurkhali amidst thousands of shoppers. Tt
was indeed a matter of surprise to every-
one whom I met and tried to say hello on
the ‘phone. Obviously they were all curi-
ous to know what an ex GM was doing in
Guildford; or suspected if I was an Illegal
Immigrant from Pokhara!

In fact, under the Technical Co-Opera-
tion Training awarded by Overseas Devel-
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opment Administration (ODA UK), I was
attending several modules on a course ti-
tled “Diploma/Msc in The Management
and Science of Water Surveillance and
Quality Control” at the University of Sur-
rey, Guildford. It was hard work for a Bhuro
like myself to follow the young graduates
and I also felt that Guildford was the coldest
place in Britain!

My three months’ education was inter-
esting and more importantly it has enabled
me to expand my knowledge on the sub-
ject of Drinking Water, especially for so
called developing countries. At the end of
the course, under the same award, I was



Amrit Raj Thapa, son of Hukumraj,
with a big catch at lake Begnas.

attached to the University of Cali in Co-
lombia for 3 weeks. There I had the oppor-
tunity to work at CINARA, a research
centre for water treatment, operated in col-
laboration with Surrey University. I also
visited several rural community schemes
where the water was treated effectively by
means of gravel and sand filters. The visit
was most enjoyable until I had to produce
a 30 page report before leaving the coun-
try! T am actually thinking that our young
officers should do the same after their en-
gineer recce tasks in Nepal rather than writ-
ing the report in slow time at their duty
station!! In some cases, I have to chase the
recce officer all over the world to get hold
of the report and I am no longer the GM
QGE to bite at their inefficiency. Anyway
back to Colombia, for anyone planning to
visit the country, the women are remark-
ably attractive but no one speaks English
(and my Spanish was zero!).

During my few days of R&R in the UK
I was able to meet many old friends. I
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would like to take this opportunity to thank
them for all their hospitality, particularly
Tom and Rosemary Langridge who met me
at Heathrow on my arrival on New Year’s
Eve and looked after me throughout the
holiday period. Tom is very wise, he lives
opposite a beautiful country pub where,
needless to say, I tasted a few pints of
English beer.

Back in Pokhara, Nepal, since my re-
tirement three and a half years ago I have
been working as the Engineer Director to
manage the Rural Water Supply Project
funded by the ODA aid arrangement. I have
trekked in many remote parts of Nepal in
the East and West and have seen that the
needs of the community is unmeasurable.
We have been successful in improving the
amenities and quality of life in such com-
munities where Gurkha ex-servicemen live
by providing piped water and latrines for
the schoois. Our Health and Social Promot-
ers, consisting eight women, trek exten-
sively to these communities to promote and



demonstrate better health and hygiene
practice, environmental sanitation and
the construction of pit latrines and their
use. We also provide training on these
matters and on the operation and main-
tenance of schemes to individuals, pref-
erably women, who are selected by the
community.

Our programme focuses on support-
ing maximum community responsibility
and involvement. We believe that inte-
grated community driven schemes, pref-
erably led by women, will become self-
sustaining as far as possible and that the
responsibility, care and maintenance of
the schemes should also be handed over
except in the case of a major disaster.

Project construction is managed and
supervised by the staff of ex Queen’s
Gurkha Engineers. At the present there
are altogether 28 ex QGE members in
the team. The Project Managers are Capt
Embahadur Gurung, Capt Tikaraj Rai,
Capt Makardhoj Sahi and WO2
Gangaprasad Gurung who look after 20
schemes a year in both the Eastern and
Western regions.

Without doubt, our project has pro-
duced systems of a high engineering
standard and demonstrated a balanced,
integrated approach, bringing together
community participation, water use and
latrine hygiene with social promotion.

Finally, Pokhara is beautiful with its
large lakes and the proximity of
Annapurna range. It has become a focal
point for visitors from all over the world,
and for VIPs, servicemen and their fami-
lies. Being at the focal point T have the
opportunity to meet most of the QGE
members passing through, ie. on leave

or official trekking, Ex Holdfast, Op Rivers
etc. Over the years, we have had memorable
gatherings with Gen Peck, Gen and Mrs Barr,
Brig & Mrs Bowen, Mr Tom Langridge and
the CO of 36 Engr Regt from Maidstone and
many others. I look forward to meeting sa-
hebs and memsahebs or their children and
offer my humble service in the coming years.

My penultimate note is that amid the
heavy pressure of work, I continue to hook
large fish and enjoy the tranquility of Lake
Begnas and its surroundings. However, 1
have yet to catch a bigger one than Col John
Allen did in River Tyne, Northumberland
some two years ago. It was a huge salmon
weighing 24 lbs! (A very fishy tale!)

I and my family wish everyone a pros-
perous 1996. Jai QGE!

Hon Lt Hukumraj Thapa
receives a welcome and compuisory
tongba drink at Taplejung.
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REGIMENTAL HISTORY

PART 2

Editor’s Note: Part 1 of the Regimental History was published in last years

magazine. These extracts are
Sapper”

precis of Gen Lance Perowne’s book “Gurkha
and will be included in a second volume which is currently being

written by Brig Hank Bowen to whom we are grateful.

Establishment & Evolution 1952-54

The early weeks of 1952 saw the regi-
ment in Hong Kong embarked on a pro-
gramme of training in watermanship and
wet bridging. There were excitements and
incidents, including the launching at sea
of the Chief Engineer on the landing pier
of a Bailey floating bridge. No damage or
injury was incurred and the Chief Engi-
neer expressed his delight of the proceed-
ings. Officers and instructors noted with
pleasure and satisfaction the rapid progress
from *“a boat going around in circles out of
control to a power driven craft being
brought quietly and efficiently to a land-
ing stage”. It was not long before both
squadrons had discovered their identities
as working units, while the varied pro-
gramme of training and of work coordi-
nated by RHQ served to unite them and
began to give significance to the Regiment
as a whole. One of the more important con-
sequences of the introduction of a regimen-
tal structure was that the Gurkha Major
was at last set up in his rightful position
alongside the Commanding Officer, and a
proper channel of responsibility for Gur-
kba affairs established. Discipline ceased
to be a problem.

The second generation of Gurkha of-
ficers became discernable. The first selected
few were sent on a lengthy course for po-
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tential Gurkha officers at Kluang, whence
two, Babulal Lama and Birbahadur
Pradhan, were sent on to England to at-
tend an advanced field engineer course.
They were the first of many Gurkha Engi-
neers who would attend the Royal Mili-
tary School of Engineering at Chatham.
Five of those who attended the potential
QGO’s course,at Kluang, were commis-
sioned on the same day, 28th July 1952,
(Ranjit Gurung, Babulal Lama, Birbahadur
Pradhan, Deobahadur Thapa and Kalusing
Limbu). Kalusing and Deobahadur were
both destined to promoted to Major (QGO).

A growing number of men were now
rejoining their squadrons having attended
trades training in Kluang.The regiment al-
ready boasted one plant operator (bull
dozer) who could compete favourably with
his British counterparts, and this was but
one example of an increasing trend of com-
petence which gained impetus as engineer
training proceeded and experience accu-
mulated. It would be absurd, however, to
pretend that eveything had magically be-
come perfect and smooth running just be-
cause the Regiment had at last been estab-
lished as such. The primary infantry role
still held priority inducing a schizophre-
nia. In many essentials the facilities for
engineer training in the Colony were inad-
equate; of specialist instructors there were



none, there were little of fieldworks nor
water equipment, and there were no sup-
porting engineer workshops. “As to our
early efforts with MT” said Lieutenant
Colonel Hill “the least said the better”.
Vehicle casualties were heavy and repair
and maintenance sometimes made it worse.
Nevertheless, despite the shortcomings
there was evidence in the Spring of 1952
that the engineer experiment was begin-
ning to succeed. Captain Walsh 6GR, the
first Brigade of Gurkhas Liaison Offficer
(BGLO) declared “ The patient and imagi-
native exploitation of the talents of a gifted
set of British officers, allied to the inborn
soldierly characteristics of the Gurkha, had
to succeeed eventually”.

The first establishment of 50 Gurkha
Field Regiment was perforce an adminis-
trative comprormise:

+ 50 Field Engineer Regiment RE
» 67 Gurkha Field Squadron

« 68 Gurkha Field Squadron

« 75 Malayan Field Squadron

» 78 Malayan Field Park Squadron

Since the regiment was to be divided
almost equally between Hong Kong and
Malaya, provision was not made for any
form of HQ Squadron, nor HQ Troop, and

the four squadrons were to be established

on independent scales. The assumption was
that in due time the Gurkha component
would return to Malaya and take its place
as the engineer regiment of the yet to be
formed Gurkha Division. It was further
assumed that by that time the Malay regi-
ment would also have reached its full com-
plement. In the meantime the regimental
HQ was to be split with the Commanding
Officer, Adjutant and Gurkha Major located
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in Hong Kong and the Second in Command
and British RSM in Malaya! Because the
the squadrons were established on an in-
dependent basis and with the regiment split
almost equally between Hong Kong and
Malaya the posts of Quartermaster and
RQMS were not filled.

Of greater concern to the Gurkha En-
gineers was the lack of provision for the
Pipes and Drums, an element considered
essential for any major Gurkha unit not
carrying a full band. A hard fought contest
ensued as neither Land Forces Hong Kong
nor GHQ FAERELF in Singapore, were
willing to concede that two minor units of
Gurkhas were entitled to to something that
was not traditional to the Royal Engineers.
However with strong and sympathetic sup-
port from the Major General Brigade of
Gurkhas the establishment for the Regi-
mental Headquarters 50 Field Engineer
Regiment was promulgated which included
overheads such as a pipe band, and the QM,
amongst others, to be implemented only
when the need for them arose - ie when
the third field squadron was raised and the
regiment became a complete Gurkha ma-
jor unit, rather than a composite Gurkha/
Malay Hindu/Moslem one.

Colonel Hill was only with the regiment
for a year before being selected as Com-
mander Royal Engineers of the Common-
wealth Division in Korea. He was replaced
on a temporary basis by Lieutenant Colo-
nel Clarke pending the arrival of Lieuten-
ant Colonel JTH Carver, who was to be the
first commanding officer to see out a full
tour in command of the regiment. John
Carver’s period in command divided into
two distinct phases, the first in Hong Kong
the second the return of the regiment to



Malaya to take its place in 17 Gurkha In-
fantry Division.

The first turned out to be a period of
relative stability giving the opportunity for
consolidation and development as an regi-
ment. A welcome change in priority was
accorded in June 1952 when the regiment
was told that engineer training was now
its prime task. Although the regiment was
to retain its infantry role, more and more
time was available for the squadrons to
develop their engineer skills and drills. A
methodical programme of individual, troop
and squadron training established the pro-
fessional standards on which the future
reputation of the Gurkha sapper would
stand. In addition to such prime subjects
in the training programme as troop and
squadron exercises,signal and MT training,
education and languages, the first engineer
tasks were completed with the construc-
tion of jeep tracks to the forward frontier
positions, and up Nameless, a major hill
near Tam Mi camp, and assisstance to ma-
jor works on the Tsun Wan to Sekkong
road(TWSK). These years also secured the
foundations of the Regiments’ domestic
and family institutions and the crystalliza-
tion of the principles and foundations on
which the future customs and traditions of
the regiment would be based. The team of
Lt Col John Carver, his adjutant Tom
Spring Smyth, the BGLO John Whitehead
7 GR, the Gurkha Major Amarbahadur
Gurung, ex 4GR, and the two squadron
commanders, Jimmy Radford and Murray
Dunne, deserve all the credit possible for
laying the foundations during this last pe-
riod of exile from the Brigade of Gurkhas,
1952-1954.
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Routine duties and ceremonials added
their commas to the fullstops which exer-
cises brought to the flow of life in Hong
Kong. The squadrons took their turn in
guarding the residence of the Commander
British Forces, on the annual parade cel-
ebrating the birthday of the Sovereign, and
in the annual administrative inspection. At
on such formal occasion the inspecting of-
ficer, the brigade commander, stirred old
memories by turning up to inspect the pa-
rade on horseback, unfortunately his horse
went out of control and the regiment stayed
impassively at attention while the great
man fought to regain control and compo-
sure. 1953 was the year of the Coronation
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, to do
duty at which a contingent of the Brigade
of Gurkhas , representing all units in the
Brigade, was sent to the UK. The Gurkha
Engineer contingent of five all ranks, un-
der command of Captain Dick Francis, in-
cluded Captain (QGO) Santibir Thapa who
was later to become Gurkha Major of the
Regiment in Malaya.

Unit Standing Orders for Dress were
formalized in August 1952. The regulations
included both temperate and tropical “or-
ders”. In March 1953 approval was provi-
sionally granted by the War Office Dress
Committee to certain forms of dress, pe-
culiar to the Gurkha Engineers, which had
been in use by one or other, or both, of the
squadrons for a number of years! The War
Office approval included that for the de-
vice or badge, - two kukris points upwards
crossed in saltire, their cutting edge out-
wards, surmounted by the Royal Engineers’
grenade, over a scroll with the motto
“Ubique”. This device was worn by the
British Officers, and paid for, privately, by



them, in their headress,'while the men wore
the Royal Engineer capbadge in their be-
rets, and the Royal Engineer grenade on
their hats felt Gurkha. The capbadge did
not become universal until the Gurkha
Engineers became an integral part of the
Brigade of Gurkhas on 28 September 1955.

The first roster of the Gurkha Engineers
was compiled at this time, to include those
on Extra Regimental Employment (ERE),
at the ETC or at the TDBG, and hence-
forth all postings, promotions, leave and
seniorities were controlled centrally in the
Regiment. Preferment by merit was intro-
duced, recruit parties joined the regiment
from Kluang and were then allocated to
squadrons, leave parties were dispatched
and returned via the regiment and the first
of the time expired pensioners were re-
turned to their homeland. The Gurkha fami-
lies were firmly under the watchful eye of
the Gurkha Major and the senior Gurkha
Captains, assissted by the Medical Officer,
the WVS memsahib and the dhai amahs
(midwives). The rules allowed for
twentyfive percent of the Gurkha officers
and men to be accompanied by their fami-
lies, which embraced the legal wife and
legitimate children up to the age of fifteen.
This was generally transalated as 100% of
officers, 50 % of WO and Sgts and one
tour in five for the junior NCOs and sap-
pers. The granting of family permission
was strictly controlled and guarded by the
Gurkha Major, advised by his senior
QGO’s.

The raising of the Pipes and Drums was
a notable milestone. In June 1953, the
squadron strengths had risen to over 300
each, so it was now possible to cream off
some men. Only two men with previous
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experience were available, one piper and
one side drummer, to this nucleus were
added volunteers and pressed men from the
latest recruit party. The Brigade of Gur-
khas came to our aid again by arranging
the attachment of Pipe Major Hariprasad
Gurung 1/6 GR, for his last six months of
service. The British officers and Warrant
Oficers and Sergeants contributed to the
cost of instruments, accroutrements and
uniform and the P & D were established,
but not trained! The dress and appointments
were at first kept as simple as possible. A
plaid of plain dark blue cloth and blue
stockings for the pipers, a regimental ban-
ner for the Pipe Major, the Commanding
Officer’s banner from John Carver, the
Drum Major’s mace presented by 67
Squadron, the bass drum by the British
Warrant Officers and Sergeants, the tenor
and sidedrums and the silver bugles by in-
dividual officers, were the chief acquisi-
tions of those days. It was not for another
four years that authority was given for the
Pipes and Drums to be officially estab-
lished, with “musical instruments” and of-
ficial uniforms provided by the Royal Army
Ordnance Corps. The initial costs were, in
time ordered fashion, borne principally by
the British Officers. In June 1954 the nas-
cent Pipes and Drums were sent to Malaya
to continue their training with the 2/7 Gur-
kha Rifles. They made their first appear-
ance in September that year when they
performed with the massed Pipes and
Drums of the Brigade of Gurkhas during
Brigade week at Sungei Patani. The first
time the regiment saw them perform was
when they played at the dockside in Sin-
gapore to welcome the Gurkha Sappers
back to Malaya.



The Malayan Emergency 1948-58

By the time the Regiment arrived back
in Malaya the Emergency had been in
progress for seven years, British, Common-
wealth and Malay troops had been involved
throughout this period. To veteran units,
which meant, essentially, the Gurkha units
who had been involved throughout, it had
effectively become a way of life. They
lived, trained and fought in what seemed
to be an endless affair. Recruits were
trained, officers and NCO’s went on
courses, battalions were retrained, men and
officers went on long leave. and then re-
turned to the same jungle and the same
enemy, in some cases bringing their fami-
lies down on “family permission” in other
cases returning as single men having re-
turned their family to the “hills”. To the
newcomer, the Gurkha Sapper, the organi-
sations, tactics, command and control and
basic fieldcraft and living skills were con-
fusing and had to be learnt or relearnt after
the static defensive period in Hong Kong.

The aim of the insurgents was to estab-
lish a Communist Republic in Malaya. The
Malayan Communist Party planned to fol-
low, broadly, the four stage revolutionary
formula propounded by Mao Tse Tun g.The
first stage to consist of guerilla warfare
against the isolated plantations and indus-
trial sabotage against mines, industrial
projects and facilities and to force the Po-
lice and Government officers out of the
dispersed villages and towns. The second
stage was to set up guerilla bases in these
abadoned areas, which was to be a period
of military expansion during which an in-
surgent army would be formed. The third
stage would be territorial expansion, with
the establishment and consolidation of
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revoluntionary control. The fourth and fi-
nal stage would be the direct confronta-
tion of the British Army in the field. The
MCP had the foundation of their guerilla
forces already established with the remain-
der of Force 136, the clandestine anti- J apa-
nese force established by the British in
Malaya during the 1939-45 War. However,
the ambitious MCP plan never got beyond
its first phase. That phase of guerilla war
did, however, last for over ten years start-
ing with an outbreak of violence, murder
and terrorism in April and May of 1948.
The first elements of the Brigade of Gur-
khas, the 1/7th the 1/10th and 1/6th, none
of them anywhere near full strength, ar-
rived in Malaya in January 1948. Remain-
ing battalions, with reinforcements and
reenlistments came in over the next few
months, the Brigade was, therefore,
pitched into operations almost as soon as
they arrived.

The British Army did react very
quickly. Units were deployed to hit the
guerillas whereever they could and the iso-
lated planters and police posts were rein-
forced, supported and encouraged to hold
their ground. At the end of 1949 the infra-
structure was holding firm, the communists
had failed to drive out the planters. The
next stage was to bring under police and
government control the many isolated
groups of Chinese workers and squatters,
who were both a soft target and a source of
supply and support for the CTs. During the
next two years scores of labour lines were
regrouped and relocated into New Villages,
each with its own Special Constables and,
in time, Home Guard. The Civil Govern-
ment retained overall control and through
a system of State and District War



Executinve Committees (SWEC and
DWEC) cordinated the efforts of the Army,
Police and Home Guards. The Army’s role
was to hit the CTs out in the jungle.

In February 1952 General Sir Gerald
Templar was appointed High Commis-
sioner and Director of Operations thereby
combining both civil and military authori-
ties in one person. General Templar’s meas-
ures against the terrorists included the
strengthening of the police “image”, the
expansion of Special Branch and an allout
assault on the support base of the MCP -
the Min Yuen. He set out to win the hearts
and minds of all the population. The bat-
tle against the terrorists was going well.
Plantation workers were secure in their new
villages. The Public Works Department
were tasked in improving the facilities in
these villages, with running water and elec-
tricity. The military engineers were to im-
prove communications. “White Areas”, i.e.
those free of terrorism were declared, and
with that a decrease in restrictions on
movement, food and curfews. The fight
now turned against the terrorist. There were
a significant number of desertions. The
Malayan Liberation Army (MRLA) started
operating in smaller ‘and smailer units.

On 1 September 1952 17 Gurkha Divi-
sion, consisting of 26, 63 and 99 Gurkha
Infantry Brigades was established with its
Headquarters in Seremban. Its commander
was Major General LECM Perowne, a
Royal Engineer officer who had suceecded
Major General Hedley as Major General
Brigade of Gurkhas in August that year.
The division had a dual role, that of pros-
ecuting the anti terrorist campaign in Ma-
laya, but in addition to be prepared to move
anywhere in the Far East in an anti com-

33

munist guerilla or major war role. General
Perowne was very keen to get his sappers
under his command for both of these roles.
The Cin C Far East agreed that the regi-
ment would return to Malaya before the
end of 1954.

General Templar’s appointment coin-
cided with the decision of the British Gov-
ernment to progress the Federation of Ma-
laya more rapidly to a state of self rule,
subject only to prior suppression of terror-
ist activity and the restoration of law and
order. Authority was given to the raising
of multiracial military units out of which
would in due course be the formation of a
Federation Army. The first step in this was
the establishment of the 1 Federation Di-
vision, who would command units North
of Kuala Lumpur leaving 17 Division to
look after the South. Coincidental was the
birth of the Federation Armoured Corps, a
new Federation Infantry Regiment(multi
racial) to supplement the ail Malay Royal
Malay Regiment, and the raising of the
Federation Engineers. 75 Field and 78 Field
Park Squadrons were, organizationally, part
of 50 Field Engineer Regiment. They were
to form a major part of the new Federation
Engineer Regiment. In early 1953 a deci-
sion was taken to raise a multi racial field
squadron so steps were now in hand for
the eventual split of “50 Regiment” into
two, 50 Gurkha Field Engineer Regiment
and a Federation of Malaya Engineer Regi-
ment. The stage was now set in every re-
spect for the Gurkha Sappers to join the
rest of the Division.

After four years in Hong Kong during
which the tyro squadrons had developed
and formed themselves into a regimental
entity, the regiment returned to Malaya.



Machine guns, mortars and carriers were
handed over to the 2/7th Gurkha Rifles,
together with defence positions, camp and
married quarters, and, on 14th November
1954, 50 Field Engineer Regiment, Royal
Engineers, set sail for Singapore, to take
its part as the divisional engineer regiment
of 17 Gurkha Infantry Division.

Sungei Besi camp, an - attap basha
thatched camp .near a small Chinese vil-
lage, of that name, a few miles south of
Kuala Lumpur, on the main railway line,
was to be the home of the Gurkha Engi-
neers for the next seven years. Its only real
claim to fame was that it was located near
the “deepest man made hole in Asia”, the
Hong Fatt tin mine. The Gurkha Engineers
inherited from the 2/7 GR, who had re-
lieved them in Hong Kong, a pleasant airy
site, sufficient accommodation for three
squadrons together with family lines, in-
cluding a family hospital, sufficient for ali
of the Gurkha families, together with of-
ficers and sergeants messes for both Brit-
ish and Gurkha. In residence was 410 Plant
Troop Royal Engineers, who in addition
to working on various jungle airstrips were
also involved in the major earthworks in
progress for the future Federation Military
College which was to be located here some-
time in the future. It was also planned that
11 Independent Field Squadron,ex UK,
would be colocated, and under engineer
command, in Sungei Besi camp.

Malaya was a land rich in opportunity
for the engineer. The peninsula, some four
hundred miles long and nowhere more than
eighty wide, was essentially a mountain-
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ous spine enveloped in one vast jungle,
intersected by innumerable streams and
rivers, interspersed with cleared areas of
rubber plantations. The waterways, histori-
cally, constituted the main means of com-
munication, with few main roads. There
was a single continuous road up the centre
from Singapore to Penang via Kuala
Lumpur, mirrored by the the single track
railway, which linked Singapore to Thai-
land. The West coast road via Malacca and
Port Dixon only extended to Kuala
Lumpur, and the East coast road from
Mersing to Kuantan to Trengannu to Kota
Bahru was little more than a dirt track cut
by major rivers where traffic was depend-
ent on ferry crossings. Lateral routes con-
nected Malacca via Kluang with Mersing
on the East coast, and Port Dixon via Kuala
Lumpur with Kuantan. There were spur
roads up to Frasers Hill and to the Cameron
highlands. Other than this movement was
confined to the plantation road network
which gave neither tactical nor local mo-
bility to the security forces. Although
the jungle or ulu presented no obstacle to
a determined infantrymen pursuing the CT
(communist terrorist), by 1954 the need for
roads and bridges and, increasingly, for
airstrips and helicopter landing sites, to link
up different areas and give flexibility to
the security forces, was becoming appar-
ent and appreciated. No longer was there
“no foreseeable role for the en gineers”; the
improvement of communications was to
become a major contribution in the win-
ning of “hearts and minds of the people”.



CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

Brig JOHN H EDWARDS

In my first message as Chairman last
year, I said that my main objective is to
improve the cohesion of the more or less
finite number of members in the Associa-
tion, and to produce a more close-knit or-
ganisation. One way in which I want to try
to achieve this, is to identify the members
who wish to play an active part in the af-
fairs of the Association. I am aware that
there are some members for whom the As-
sociation does not represent a high enough
priority in their lives to give it much time,
although they are sympathetic to its aims.
If members who have little interest in the
Association and who are not concerned in
its affairs did not receive the magazine, un-
necessary costs would be reduced and the
Association’s funds would be less
stretched. It might follow that it would
become easier for the smaller number of
people involved to get to know each other
better. May I therefore ask you to complete
the enclosed proforma which invites you
to say whether or not you wish to remain
on the mailing list.

Members are probably aware that a
Regimental Trust was formed when the
Regimental HQ was disbanded, and own-
ership of the Regiment’s property was de-
volved to it. The property is now located
with the two remaining squadrons, 69
Squadron’s share in the 36 Engineer Regi-
ment Mess at Maidstone, where in due
course it will all be concentrated when 67
Squadron disbands. The Trust has the resi-
due of the Regimental funds, but they do

35

not amount to much, and there is barely
enough income to insure the property. It is
proposed that the property should be be-
queathed to the Royal Engineers who
would insure it, with the following condi-
tions: It will remain with the surviving Sqns
of the Regt; in the event of total disband-
ment the trustees will decide its final dis-
posal. There has been talk of donors being
given the option of reclaiming items which
they had donated. Under the proposal, this
might be a possibility in the event of total
disbandment - something which I hope will
never happen! This proposal will be and
item on the agenda for the next AGM, and
anyone who has views is urged preferably
to attend, or failing that to put their views
in writing to the Secretary.

At our recent AGM it was suggested
that the minutes of the meeting should be
included in the magazine to enable those
who cannot attend a meeting to keep up to
date with the Association’s activities. In
them you will note that a Nepal Affairs
Member, Col Bill Chesshyre, has been ap-
pointed. Bill will be looking into ways in
which the Association can assist our pen-
sioners in Nepal to keep in touch and help
one another thus fostering a Regimental
identity there.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the members of the Committee for
all their hard work during the year, and to
wish all members a happy and prosperous
1996.



OBITUARY

Lt Col JOHN HOBART CARVER MA JSSC PSC

Of Anglo-Irish descent John Carver
was born on 30 November 1912. His fa-
ther was killed at Gallipoli in 1915. His
mother later re-married and John and his
brother gained a Col. Montgomery DSO
as their step-father. One recalls Christmas
cards from the Field Marshall arriving in
the Mess in the 1950°s.

John was commissioned into the Royal
Engineers in 1933 followed by his younger
brother in 1934. After Cambridge his first
posting was to the KGVSO Bengal Sap-
pers and Miners in 1937. The folloWing
year he married Jocelyn and they proceeded
to Peshawer where young married officers
were disapproved of and their wives con-
sidered to be “off strength”. Others will
recall these days and the 39-45 war but it
is to his creative skills in the Gurkha Engi-
neers that we are all indebted.

In Sep 1952 John arrived at Tan Mj
Camp in the New Territories of HK to take
over command of 67 and 68 Gurkha Field
Squadrons, both fiercely independent, and
a small RHQ. He remained in command
for two years and ten months and in that
time he laid the foundation stone on which
all future success was built.

It would still be true to say quoting
from LECM Perowne’s Gurkha Sapper
“The first years in HK were to be in many
respects the most significant in the entire
history of the Gurkha Engineers”.

His arrival, accompanied by Jocelyn
and a young family, which added a new
and charming dimension to a very
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batchelor regiment, was fortuitous. He had
a reputation as an excellent trainer with
Sapper and Miner experience at a time
when it was at last being recognised that
the squadrons had to start serious field en-
gineer training or go under.

A detailed training programme had
been prepared by Malcolm Campbell. As
well as backing this to the hilt John Carver
deployed all his charm and persuasive pow-
ers to ensure that outside commitments
were reduced or rearranged to give squad-
rons more training time while relieving
them of any administration which could be
given to RHQ.

The pressures on John were numerous
and wide-spread. As well as the infantry
role in 35 Inf Bde relations had to be main-
tained with HQLF, CE HK, CE FARELF
in Singapore, and HQ Brigade of Gurkhas,
Malaya, in a military/political climate that
was not universally favourable to the Gur-
kha Engineer concept. Enormous diplo-
matic skills were called for and thankfully
John had these in full measure. “He co-
ordinated the efforts of all in producing the
Gurkha Sapper concept which really be-
came a reality during his time.” (JRR)

Within the Regt the squadrons learnt
to live with each other, a proper Mess
“kaida” was established, silver bought by
the officers appeared, an immaculate quar-
ter guard paraded and impressed VIP visi-
tors. A new feeling of confidence was evi-
dent in an atmosphere of calm and quiet
leadership, and there were times he had to



exercise good humoured restraint on the
older and largely ex-Sapper and Miner of-
ficers impatient to get on with things their
way. It was his achievement that we all
gladly took the same path in the direction
he pointed. Jimmy Radford comments
“This was a period of growth in both field
engineering skills and basic trade training
which put the Gurkha Engineers on a pro-
fessional basis and gave it an acceptable
reputation among other major units.”

A high point in regimental affairs was
the formation of the Pipes and Drums
which later earned much respect in the
Brigade of Gurkhas. At the same time the
elegant regimental cap badge was designed
by Jimmy Radford and approved as a “de-
vice” prior to being accepted later as the
official cap badge in Dress Regulations.

However, there is one tremendous
achievement which stands out to confirm
that in engineering skills the Regt came of
age during John’s Command. This was the
Rompin - Gemas road project including the
construction of a large timber piled bridge
over the unpredictable Muar River.
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The operation was completed by his
successor John Bowring but again to quote
Perowne “Those who would seek a tangi-
ble and inspiring memorial to Lieutenant
Colonel Carver himself can find perpetu-
ated the end-product of all his efforts upon
the walls of the Officers’ Mess in the paint-
ing by Brigadier Anderson of Gurkha
Bridge.”

When John retired from the Army in
1958 he found agreeable employment
teaching mathematics at Sandhurst; but he
still remained closely in touch with the
Regt after being elected in Nov 1958 Sec-
retary of the GE Association which he
served faithfully for ten years.

In his quiet way he continued to work
for the community where he lived as a
Church Warden and for the Samaritans. He
was supported until the end on 2nd July
1995 by his most loving family and his re-
ligious faith. He is much missed by all who
had the pleasure of knowing him and the
honour of serving with him. His was the
era when the foundation of the QGE was
indeed truly laid. We thank him.  T.S.S.



MINUTES OF THE AGM

STAFF COLLEGE « CAMBERLEY » 29/9/95

PRESENT
Maj Gen R L Peck CB - President
Brig I H Edwards - Chairman
Lt Col P W Cook - Editor
Lt Col R F Wilsher - Treasurer
10 Members of the Association
Maj J R White - Secretary

ITEM 1

Opening Remarks by President

1. The President opened the AGM by re-
cording the sympathy of the QGEA for the
family of Lt Col Carver who died in July.
Col Carver was the inspiration behind the
formation of the Association and, with this
in mind, a message of sympathy would be
sent by the President to Mrs. Jocelyn
Carver.

2. The President briefly outlined the state
of the Regiment. The CO of 36 Engr Regt
now held the additional title of Comdt,
QGE and the post of Gurkha Major was
now on the establishment of 36 Engr Regt.
This reflected the fact that the future home
of the Regt would be at Maidstone and he
concluded by paying tribute to the contri-
bution made by the outgoing CO, Col DR
Burns OBE.

3. Before handing the meeting over to the
Chairman, the President acknowledged the
service of the past Chairman and Secre-
tary, Brig Stephens and Lt Col Tuggey, both
of whom would be dined out on 14 Nov
1995 by the Perowne Trust Trustees and
the QGEA Committee.
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ITEM 2

Previous Minutes & Matters Arising
4. The minutes of the previous AGM were
passed as a true record. Proposed by Col
Ritchie and seconded by Col Anderson.

ITEM 3

Accounts and Budget

5. The Treasurer presented the results of
the audit carried out on 31 April 95 cover-
ing a period of two-and-a-half years. The
Association’s funds are now invested by
the Corps’ investment managers and the
financial year will in future be brought into
line with their reporting period.

6. The Chairman thanked the Treasurer for
all the hard work he had put into preparing
the accounts. He pointed out that from now
on subscription income would be very
small indeed and the committee will be
looking very closely at the budget for the
future. He also informed the meeting that
the Association is now a charity, but ex-
empt registration, and therefore required
trustees. He proposed that they should be
the previous two Chairmen of the Asso-
ciation, Brigs Bowen and Stephens. The
proposal was seconded by Col Peebles and
passed.

7. The meeting accepted an offer by Col
Anderson to act as President of the next
audit board.



ing a bronze medal. The troop will deploy
to Norway in January to train alongside 3
PARA and the complete AMF(L) Force.
The remainder of the Squadron has now
started its Bosnia training which will con-
tinue into the new year with a planned de-
ployment date of 1 March 1996. It is not
yet clear if this will be as part of the exist-
ing Operation GRAPPLE or a NATO im-
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ing and the Officers’ Mess is now graced
by QGE pictures and silver. We look for-
ward to the completion of all the new build-
ings in Invicta Park Barracks which will
then allow the last of our men to leave
Kitchener Barracks and move into Maid-
stone.

So, the Squadron has had a successful
year, particularly on EX WATERLEAP, and

The AMF(L) Troop training under the
instruction of Rfn ‘Billy’ Butlin from 2RGJ.

plementation force. However, as the first
Gurkha Engineer sub-unit to deploy on
such an operational tour for many years the
soldjers are enthusiastic to do well.

The Squadron is settling into life with
36 Engineer Regiment and, bit by bit,
changes occur which make the camp seem
more like our home. A barbecue hut has,
of course, been constructed for extra mess-
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has started to train hard for the challenges
ahead: the first year of a full AMF(L) troop
deployment and an operational tour in
Bosnia. Despite the further substantial
drawdown of personnel due to occur in the
coming 12 months the men remain in good
heart and are enthusiastic to do well along-
side their British counterparts. Jai 69 Sqn.



magazine, with a request for comment. A
revised proposal will be put to the next
AGM.

Editor’s Note

The Regimental Trustees will in future be:
Ex-Officio - Col of the Regt, Comdt, OC
69 Sqn, Chairman QGEA; Co-opted - Col
J G Baker plus two to be invited

12. Given the shape of the Regiment the
Committee proposed changes as shown
below.
Existing Committee:

President

Chairman

Immediate Past President

Comdt Designate

QGELO |,

Fd Offr Recently Returned

Associate Member Rep

Newsletter Editor

Investment Member

(Note: Secretary not included)
Proposed Committee:

Chairman

Secretary

Treasurer

Magazine Editor

OC UK Sqn

Nepal Affairs Member
The proposal was seconded by Lt Col Hark-
ing and passed.

ITEM 7

Update on Regimental History

13. The Chairman updated the AGM on the
Regimental history in the absence of Brig
Bowen. Chapters 1-4 were now complete
and chapter 5 was well in hand; there were
6 remaining chapters to go. Brig Bowen
was sceking assistance in 3 areas:
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a. The printing and publishing of the fin-
ished volume.

b. The assembly and selection of photo-
graphs.

c. The redrawing of maps and diagrams.

Maj Gen Bowring suggested seeking ad-
vice from Maj Gen Lyall Grant whose book
about incidents in the Burma campaign had
been extremely well illustrated. Col
Peebles offered to help with printing and
the assembly of photographs; Maj Francis
offered his assistants with maps. A notice
seeking assistance will be published in the
next magazine.

ITEM 8
The Regimental Magazine

14. Lt Col Cook outlined the costs of pro-
ducing the 1995 magazine which had
amounted to approximately £1,000 plus
postage. The chances of defraying these
costs by selling advertising space was un-
likely to be successful in the UK given the
limited distribution of the publication.
Some contribution would, however, be
asked for from the Sqns in 1996 as it was
to be a Regimental magazine and there-
fore available to every serving soldier as
well as to members of the Association. The
editor would continue to publish family
news but sought more articles of a general
nature in particular from retired members
of the Association. The 1996 magazine
would include the minutes of the AGM and
an update on the Regimental Trust. The
Chairman congratulated the Editor on an
excellent magazine and announced the re-
quirement for an Editor to succeed Lt Col
Cook in 1996.



ITEM 9
Gurkha Brigade Assn. Functions
15. The Secretary gave details of the forth-
coming GBA functions:
Field of Remembrance and AGM
- Thursday 9 November 95
Annual Dinner in the Army & Navy Club
- Thursday 16 November 95
Wessex Gurkha Brigade Association Lunch
- Sunday 26 November 95
Annual Reunion Lunch and Remembrance
Service at RMA Sandhurst
- Saturday 18 May 96

ITEM 10

Committee Appointments

16. The committee proposed the follow-

ing members:

a. Secretary: Col Stuart
- Seconded by Col Peebles

b. Nepal Affairs Member: Col Chesshyre
- Seconded by Col Baker

Both were elected to the Committee.

ITEM 11

Any Other Business

17. The secretary briefly outlined the ar-
rangements for the evening to those
present.

ITEM 12

Venue for 1996 AGM and Reunion
18. There was general agreement that the
choice of Camberley was a popular venue
for future reunions so arrangements would
be put in hand to secure the Staff College
as the venue for the 1996 Reunion.
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DIARY DATES ’96

SAT 18th MAY
GBA Annual Reunion
RMA Sandhurst

In recent years the QGE table has been
amongst the largest and members of all
vintages would be most welcome. Drinks
in the Indian Army Room and lunch fol-
low a service in the Chapel which com-
mences at 11.00am. The cost is £25 per
ticket and applications with cheques pay-
able to the Gurkha Brigade Association
can be obtained from:

Assistant Regimental Secretary
Regemental Headquarters

The Brigade of Gurkhas
Queen Elizabeth Barracks
Church Crookham

Hants GU13 ORL

Tel: 01252 355757

FRI 27th SEPT
QGEA Annual Dinner
Staff College

The dinner is at 7.30 for 8.00 pm and the
dress is black tie. It follows the AGM which
is at 5.30 pm. Those who wish to attend
should complete the enclosed proforma
and forward it to:

Col Jim Stuart

Tel 01264 323185



SECOND CAREERS IN HONG KONG

DERMOT STACK

Having failed to get employment in Glas-
gow I began looking further afield. I remem-
bered that a long term friend of ours in Hong
Kong, Jackie Pullinger, had been asked by
the United Nations High Commission for
Refugees to take over the Tunning of the last
remaining open refugee camp there. The
Hong Kong Government had recommended
that Jackie take on the project because of her
reputation for being successful at the lasting
detoxification and rehabilitation of drug ad-
dicts, and to give the refugees a hope and a
fature. I offered my services to her and took

Major (Retd) Dermot Stack
and S/Sgt (Retd) Jhupa Thapa.
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off for Hong Kong in mid February
1995. T started work right away as secu-
rity manager in the new company that
was formed for the task.

To my great delight I discovered that
the security guards were to be provided
by Jardine Securicor Gurkha Services
(JSGS). 17 Gurkhas arrived among
whom was Jhupa Thapa, ex QGE and
long term stalwart of the QM/Resources
side of life in QGE. They were organ-
ised with two 12 hour shifts of seven
men, a tight regime with only one rest
day a week. Jhupa very soon established
a reputation as a fair but firm father fig-
ure who was much loved by the many
children in the centre.

The Vietnamese frequently organise
themselves in small groups of about five
to six, often to conduct drug dealing
within the camp or through the fence.
This led to a serious incident in which
Jhupa was assaulted resulting in him
losing 2 teeth. That incident apart, the
atmosphere in the camp has improved
over the months. The Gurkhas are the
first line support for first aid, pregnant
women in labour, fire, lost flat keys and
so on, as well as doing the basic on the
beat policing.

There are many Nepalese in Hong
Kong these days. There is a significant
population in and around the walled vil-
lage of Kam Tin in addition to the Gur-
khas still serving in Borneo Lines. There
are many line boys and girls who, by



Tsing Ma Bridge. 114 Ex QGE Sappers are employed on the
construction which will be completed in June 1987.
It will be the world’'s longest suspension bridge carrying a 6
lane express way on the upper deck with 2 rail tracks
and 2 emergency traffic lanes on the enclosed lower deck.

virtue of being born in Hong Kong, can
readily acquire Hong Kong ID cards and
hence can easily obtain jobs. Many work
in the myriad of different breakers yards
that have blighted the countryside in the
Sekkong valley and are sending car parts
into China.

Others work on the airport projects on
Chek Lap Kok. They travel there from the
ferry pier at the Butterfly estate area of
Tuen Mun where 1 now live thus I fre-
quently hear Nepali spoken around the
shopping plaza. One such project, the Tsing
Yi - MaWan suspension bridge, the world’s
largest at 2.2 kilometre span, has a large
contingent of ex QGE men employed
through JSGS working on it. There are
about 150 of them and they are sometimes
euphemistically called “71 Squadron”.
They reputedly built their tower faster than
the Chinese team on the other tower. Now
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they are working on the carriageway. Huge
sections are lifted off from the barges po-
sitioned on the sea below and hooked on
to suspenders hanging down from the main
cables.

For my first five months in Hong Kong
1lived in Dunrose, formerly the Yuen Long
District Officer’s residence. I used to stand
at the bus stop just opposite the guardroom
of Perowne Barracks every morning, 1ook-
ing into the now empty barracks with some
nostalgia. All that remains of the past is
the black cap badge on the side of the top
Squadron block. This is clearly visible from
the Tun Muen highway and across the bay
from Pearl Island if not obscured by the
Gold Coast development in between. Time
moves on in this constantly changing world
of ours.



FAMILY NEWS

JAMES & ROSIE ANDERSON

Now living in their own house near
Andover after three and a half years in
Germany. Drummond (17) is at Eton,
William (15) is at Winchester and Alexan-
der (11) has 18th months left at prep school.
James’ punishment for a tour as CRE of
I(UK) Armd Div is to work for REME as
Col ES 21. Rosie plays golf, has finished
her OU Degere and works part time for a
local estate agents.

JOHN & JUDY BAKER

After nearly 4 years working in the E in C,
mainly in London and then latterly at
Minley, moved to Shrivenham where John
is the Chief of Staff. This puts them much
closer to Marlborough where Alexandra is
in her first year but not quite so conven-
ient for Victoria’s school just outside
Lymington. Both girls are doing well, and
growing up fast. Judy is contemplating
going back to work, possibly next year!

MICHAEL BRUGEN

After five years in the “private army” as
he often termed the Gurkha Engineers, he
went further into obscurity as a surveyor -
14 months at Newbury acquiring the skill
and then off to darkest Africa before re-
turning to the OS from whence the Unions
ousted us military officers in 1970. Luck-
ily the ARICS qualification fitted one ad-
mirably for selling houses which Michael
did for the next twenty years as a partner
in an outfit called Humberts. A congenial
occupation. Having got a bit long in the
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tooth, he now acts as a consultant to
Humberts and runs a small and select let-
ting business from home.

TONY & ROSANA BURNSIDE

After having spent only 18 months in their
new home just outside St Andrews whilst
working with RAF Leuchers, they are off
on posting to SHAPE. Tony takes up a SO1
appointment in ACE Resources Division
for his sins in November.

Rosana and Mei-li (8) should join him
in December. The boys are well ensconced
at boarding schools. James (15) is enjoy-
ing himself whilst Peter (10) finds the sepa-
ration difficult. Tony continues to enjoy golf
and hill walking whilst Rosana is easing
herself back into the working environment
as a nurse she’s sad to say!

TOM & HENRIETTA BUTLER

Finally married in 1990, just after saying
goodbye to the Army. After two years in
the Danish oil industry, they moved to
Normandy where Tom is project manager
for a pipeline manufacturer, and H is a
translator. Baby Claire arrived in July and
Tom recently wangled his first “off duty”
weekend to compete in a 24 hour endur-
ance event, for which his team members
included Robbie and Frances Dow. Jai
QGE!

MALCOLM & JOSEPHINE
CAMPBELL

Have now lived in the same housc for 24
years and so are pretty well rooted.



Malcolm has spent all but a few years since
he left the Corps in recruitment - very in-
teresting, sometimes frustrating, frequently
rewarding (in more ways than one!) Since
retirment he still goes to London once a
week to file job hunting letters and CVs -
completely stressless! Otherwise involved
in running a shoot (Peter Harvey is a mem-
ber), being a church warden and, in the
summer, five hours grasscutting a week.
Seven grandchildren.

STEWART COOK

Is having so much fun he has managed to
extend his stay with 69 in order to com-
plete the tour in Bosnia. To date he has
fended off all suggestions from the OC
down to the lowliest of sappers of marriage
to Michelle (she can’t cook bhat yet), but
has bought a house in Maidstone where he
has wangled “family permission”. In the
office he continues to keep the Squadron
Second in Command on his toes!

PAT & NATASHA COXEN

Were finally wrenched away from Hong
Kong in Dec 94 and sent to Northern Ire-
land to atone for two and a half years of
sunshine and bhat. Pat is now SO3a (W)
G3 (OR) in HQNI and Natasha is Adjutant
of JCU (NI). They still have no children
but £1200 pounds poorer as a result of quar-
antine.

DAVE & IDA CLIFTON

“Retired” in 1990 and moved into the house
in Portsmouth that they had bought some
years before, and never lived in. They vis-
ited Nepal, where Captain Tekansing
Gurung kindly provided a base from which

45

to explore the Annapurna trail and visit the
villages where Tom Langridge and Ex
WOII Chandrabahadur Gurung are build-
ing schools.Since then Ida has found a
niche in a nearby store, their three sons
continue to meander through the education
system, and Dave goes sailing!

JOHN & SUE CROFT

Have settled in East Meon, a delightful
friendly village near Petersfield. Their cot-
tage looks across the Meon valley to Butser
Hill on the South Downs and the views are
wonderful. Sue continues as a part time
Practice Nurse in Farnham whilst John runs
a small desk top mapping business from
home which includes making pilotage
notes for the leisure sailing community.
No.1 son, Neal is at Sandhurst now and
No.2 son, Christopher is in the final year
of his Civil Engineering degree course at
Southampton. He hopes to join the Corps.

PETER & DONNA DRUITT

Life chez Druitt (now just outside Antwerp)
continues in similar style as it has for many
years. Donna (mark 1) and Peter are still
married; they still have the NATO stand-
ard family - boy, Jonathan (17) and girl,
Katrina {nearly 15) now at Canford and
Downe House respectively. Peter is still
trying to think what to do with the Queen’s
Shilling. They still have no dog. Assum-
ing someone checks his birth certificate,
Peter is due to complete the long course in
Jan 97 and join the rest of you part-timers.
Donna enjoys a job teaching the very young
and they are both learning to cope with the
strange habits of Belgian drivers - their
tours in Hongkong stand them in good



stead in this regard. They are ideally situ-
ated as a stopping off point for anyone
managing a trip to the Continent and there
is always a welcome.

SIMON & NINA EAGAN

Simon has been employed for 3 years as a
consultant in an executive recruitment
company before establishing his own com-
pany in September 92 which specialises in
the recruitment of solicitors. He now has a
team of four consultants. Nina is expand-
ing her successful business which entails
marketing health products made from the
Aloe Vera plant. Natasha is in her 2nd year
of “A” levels and represented Hampshire
in netball in 1992/93, 1993/94. James,
studying for GCSEs, represented Hamp-
shire in Rugby in 1994/95, 1995/96.

JOHN & ERICA ELDERKIN

John retired in 1979 after two years in Ber-
lin with BRIXMIS; remarkably it was his
first ever tour in Germany. He then became
the Domestic Bursar at Emmanuel College
in Cambridge and retired for the second
time in 1992. Eighteen months later they
moved to Wiltshire and ever since seem to
have been fully occupied with pick and
shovel engineering and practising many of
the skills John watched being taught so ef-
fectively-in Kluang. Their boys are now at
University. Rupert, the younger of the two,
spent the first part of his “Gap” year in
Nepal teaching English and was able to
visit Caplain Tekansing’s impressive
school in Pokhara to which a wing for disa-
bled children had just been added by Tom
Langridge’s remarkable Pahar Trust; later

46

John was able to tell Tom that Rupert re-
ported that the buildings put his school, The
Mount Sinai English Boarding School, to
shame.

MILAN & MARGARET
GURUNG

Milan is currently responsible for handing
over some of the military estates to the
Hong Kong Government. He is, after more
than 31 years service, retiring in January
96. Margaret is busy looking after Milan,
Serena is working in Hong Kong, Mahima
is about to start on A levels and Amol is
now a “Dukie”. Milan still enjoys football
albeit at Mess Team Level!

SEAN & NADINE HARRIS

Between September 1994 and January
1995, ERLS was taken over by the “black
button mafia” as both Sean and Andrew
Mills finished tours with 69 Gurkha Field
Squadron and took over the task of Officer
Recruiting for the Corps. Nadine and Sean
were blessed with Benedict in February
1995 and as this is written he is a healthy
and very bonny baby of 8 months. Nadine
and Sean expect to move in either March
or September 1996 but at present, in good
Army fashion, have not a clue as to where
their new home will be!

WILLIAM JUDGE

Enjoyed a brief spell of leave in London
before joining 28 Engr Regt in Hameln as
Recce Tp Comd. The Regt deployed to
Bosnia-Herzegovina on OP GRAPPLE 5
in October 1994 after a hetic work-up and
completed a 6 month tour. He was em-
ployed as Engr Ops Offr for the British



Calvary Regt. It proved to be a busy tour
in which he was involved in camp construc-
tion, road construction and maintenance,
humanitarian assistance and minefield
clearance, not to mention being subject to
the attentions of the odd Serbian sniper or
mortar crew! On return to Germany he
managed to escape to London for a sum-
mer of leave and courses before returning
in time for the Regimental FTX in Octo-
ber. The prospect if JCSC next November
hangs over him like a Damocletian sword.

GILBERT & TRACY
KENDZIOR

We are living in New York State. Gilbert
is still not sure if he likes the place too
much. One has to be very aggresive to sur-
vive, let alone progress. He still enjoys
what he is doing on the tea tasting and buy-
ing side, has reasonable responsibility and
travels for about two months spread
through the year.

IAIN & DOROTHY KINNEAR

Have now settled into what they hope is
their final home in the village of Hanley
Swan near Malvern. Their daughter Sarah
still remains in Hong Kong in the hope that
1997 will pass and she will continue to earn
lots of money!

ROBIN & VICKI LAVIES

Have been happily settled in Bournemouth
since Robin left the Army in 1991. Asso-
ciation with the Services remains, however,
as Robin is a Senior Lecturer in computer
matters at the Royal School of Signals in
Blandford. Vicki ensures that business runs
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smoothly as PA to the MD of a large com-
pany in Poole and enjoys singing with the
Bournemouth Gilbert and Sullivan Soci-
ety with concerts and at least one full op-
era each year.

ROGER & VAL LITTLE

After 2 years in Hong Kong working for
John Baker and another 18 months in Lon-
don, Roger is confidently expecting him
to turn up in HQ NORTH! In the mean-
time, Val and Roger are thoroughly enjoy-
ing life in Norway. Kate is at Stavanger
British School for another year when she
will then go off to join Oliver at
Windlesham House.

NICK & AMANDA MOODY

Nick left the Regiment from Korea in 1987,
and completed 2 tours in EOD, including
one in the Gulf. Served as Ops/Trg Maj of
R Mon RE (M) under command of one
Andrew Tuggey, and (unable to face the
prospect of Div II!) finished service in the
Mozambique Training Team. Amanda and
Nick live in Bristol; Amanda working for
Motorola and Nick for Hewlett-Packard.
Overall, life keeps on getting better and
better.

DAVE & KATHY MORRIS

After tours in Hameln, Chatham and Not-
tingham Dave attended a PET course in
‘94 and is now working in Baltimore,
Maryland for the US Army Corps of Engi-
neers. He met Kathy in Hameln and they
now have 2 children: George, 3 and Eliza-
beth, 6 months. They would welcome visi-
tors Tel: 301 549 2772.



JIMMY & DEIRDRE NOBBS

Jimmy finally retird at the end of May 95
and now wonders how he ever had time to
go to work in the past. In June, he and
Deirdre, together with Ann and Reg
Sumner (Pamol Estate, Kluang in the early
60s) did a tour in S. Ireland. The aims,
which were achieved, were to try the
Guiness, the whisky, and go sight seeing,
in that order. Whilst staying in the Bantry
Bay area they met up and had lunch with
Tan Thomson and his sister Alice, who live
near Durras. Ian cooks a most excellent
curry by the way. Their elder son Nicholas
is currently in Angola working for the Halo
Trust, and in charge of a number of teams
tasked with mine lifting. Younger son
Anthony is running his own business in
Dubai, whilst daughter Alison lives and
works in Salisbury.

ROBERT ORR

Has been the Second in Command of 67
Gurkha Independent Field Squadron QGE
since February 1994, and is due posting in
April 1996, probably to an SO3 post in
Brecon. Thus he’ll be swapping the hills
of Sek Kong for the hills of South Wales,
but at least the GDC will be close by. He
remains single, but is ever hopefull that
things may change on his return to the UK!

DAVID & MARITA OWENS

Having left the army in 74. David has been
in Arabia, West Africa, Sudan, Nepal and
Pakistan, on mostly road but some water
supply and electrification projects, with the
family coming to West Africa, and Paki-
stan. Julian has a degree in electronics and
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MSec in satellite engineering, in which he
is now working. Peter, while employed by
Thorn EMI electronics, got his Universi-
ties top degree of the year, and is now in
the last year of a research project. He gets
married next August to a delightful Cana-
dian girl. Robert has just started a PhD in
laser usage a year after receiving a degree
in Physics.

BOB & SARAH PEET

Bob has been second in command of 69
Sqn for a little over 12 months now. He
and Sarah were married in January *95 and
in March they both enjoyed a marvellous
trek in Nepal before Bob went to Canada
with the Squadron over the summer. Bob
Is just about to go on the Colloquial Lan-
guage Course. Otherwise work is domi-
nated by preparations for the Sqn tour of
Bosnia and trying to keep young QGE troop
commanders on the straight and narrow!

THE VERY REVEREND
JOHN F PETTY

PROVOST OF COVENTRY
It was “Woodbine Willie’ perhaps the most
renowned Chaplain of the First World War
who said, “Peace doesn’t mean the end of
all our striving - Joy doesn’t mean the dry-
ing of our tears”

This 50th year after the end of the last
world war has linked us with: Dresden, The
Hague, Hiroshima and the UN in New
York. Her Majesty came to the Cathedral
for the Royal Maundy and at the distribu-
tion of the Maundy money one old dear, in
return, gave her a pot of marmalade! Peace
and joy yes, and what has followed has
filled life just as it did in the QGE.






