RULES OF THE QUEEN’S GURKHA ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION

FUNDAMENTALS

1. The name of the Association is The Queen’s Gurkha Engineers Association (QGEA), hereafter referred to as ‘the Association’.  

2. The purpose of the Association is for the public benefit to:

a. Sustain and develop social and mutually-supportive networking links between members , thereby supporting comradeship and esprit de corps;
b. Help them maintain their links with The Queen’s Gurkha Engineers (QGE), hereafter referred to as ‘the Regiment’, with the Brigade of Gurkhas, and with retired Gurkha soldiers who have served with the Regiment, thereby acting as a communications link which would, for example, prove to be useful in gaining knowledge of potential welfare cases and;
c. Where eligible, enable them to participate in the activities of the Gurkha Brigade Association (GBA).  
MEMBERSHIP

3. There are four categories of membership:

a.    Full Membership.  The following are eligible to join the Association as Full Members:

(1) Officers, Warrant Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers of the Corps of Royal Engineers (and other Corps and Regiments) who have served in or with the Regiment; 
(2) Gurkha Officers of the Regiment;  
(3) The Second-in-Command, Adjutant, Quartermaster and Regimental Sergeant Major of 36 Engineer Regiment;

(4) Other service personnel serving in or with the Regiment or who have served or are serving in Nepal may be proposed by a member and will be considered by the Committee for full membership;
(5) Former Gurkha members of the Regiment who have remained in the UK after their retirement from the Army.
(6) QGE soldiers/officers who transferred to other corps (other arms and services).  
b. Associate Membership.   Associate Membership is open to former Gurkha members of the Regiment.
c. Honorary Membership.  The following are eligible to be offered Honorary Membership subject to this being approved at an Annual General Meeting:

(1) Senior Officers of the Royal Engineers who have served with the Brigade of Gurkhas; 

(2) Past Gurkha Majors of  QGE who reside outside the UK; 

(3) Others who have made a distinctive contribution to the welfare and success of the Regiment, such as members of the WRVS and SSAFA; and

(4) Widows and widowers of Full Members.
d. Family Membership.  The spouses and partners of Full Members and Honorary Members are automatically granted Family Membership.  

SUBSCRIPTIONS

4. On joining the Association Members  will pay a single subscription for life, known as a Capital Life Subscription; this will be £100.  Capital Life Subscriptions may be paid in a lump sum or spread over a period of up to 24 months by agreement between the Treasurer and the Member concerned.  
5. In addition to the Capital Life Subscription, Full Members will encouraged to pay an annual subscription of at least £10.  This subscription will be paid by standing order.

6. There is no subscription for Associate Members, Honorary Members or Family Members.  

7. Subscriptions will be reviewed from time to time by the Committee, which will make a recommendation to the Annual General Meeting should a variation be required. 
8. All subscribers are requested to use a Gift Aid  form.
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

9. Full Members and Honorary Members are eligible to:
a. Attend Association functions and meetings.  Some events may be for a specific group of members in which case they will be by invitation only.  
b. Access on-line resources and benefit from the Association’s network, collective knowledge and contacts.
c. Receive the QGE Magazine.

10. Full Members additionally are eligible to:

a. Vote at meetings of the Association; and
b. Subject to the rules of the GBA, receive all the privileges of membership of the GBA.

11. Associate Members are eligible to:

a. Attend Association functions and meetings, the charges for which may be set at a rate that is higher than that charged to Full and Honorary Members.

b. Purchase copies of the Regimental Magazine.

c. Access on-line resources and benefit from the Association’s network, collective knowledge and contacts.
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