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The GQGEA 1986 Dinner will be held In the RE H@ Mess, Brompton
Barracks Chatham on Friday 26 September 1986. Timings to be
confirmed but probably 1930 hrs for 2000 hrs. Dress black tie.
The format will be as for previous Minley Dinners.

QGEA DINNER
To: Maj J D C Anderson RE From:
Secretary QGEA
LSOR 10a
Main Building Rm 3140
Ministry of Defence
Whitehall
LONDON SW1iA 2EU

1 GGEA DINNER - CHATHAM Friday 26 September 1386
a. I wish to attend with ........ o e guests
b. I/Wex will require ....... RN curry suppers
................. cold buffet
suppers
c. A cheque is enclosed for $ ........ ¢ Cowoesenene persons)

at f10 per head.

a. I expect to attend the AGM and the Dashera Party in the
morning and lunchtime of Saturday 27 September 1986.

b. I will have ... 00 guests for the Dashera Party.

..............

*xDelete as appropriate.



The Regiment holds a number of OLD KUKRI JOURNALS. We have spare
copies for the following years:

1952
1970 =~ 74
1976 - 80
1983

If any one wants one please write to:

Major D J R Stack RE
QGE
BFPO 1



No: 30 December 1985

Notices

AGEA Committee

Chairman’s Introduction

Commandant’s Newsletter

Honours and Awards, Promotions and Selections
Regimental List

Arrivals/Departures

69 Gurkha Independent Field Squadron Newsletter
I0’s Notes

Sports Round-Up

Nepal Cup Winners 1985

Jholunge Pul |

Bulla Fiji

Dharan Pipeline Project 1985

A Year in the New Training Wing

Boat Troop QGE

MGBG attends Bricklaying course in Trg Wing QGE
Sojourn in Fiji

Witchcraft and Women’s Magazines

Goorkha Sappas in Paradis

Watery Nepal Travels

Adventure Trg - Ping Chau Island

A Holiday in China

D Troop on Exercise Tahro Sathi



QGEA COMMITTEE

President: General Sir George Cooper GCB MC

Immeaiate Past President: Lieutenant General :
~ 8ir Hugh Cunningham KBE

Chairman: Brigadier D H Bowen OBE
Field Officer Recently Returned: Colonel M Gaffney
Secretary and Treasurer: Major J D C Anderson RE

LSOR 10a, Room 3140
Main Building
Ministry of Defence
Whitehall

LONDON SW1A 2EU

QGELOQO: Vacant

Contact:

Lt Col W J Chesshyre
Prince Henry House

4 Gibralter Barracks
Chatham

KENT ME4 40G

Editor: Vacant



CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION
We are without an Editor. Ian 8later very relunctantly had
to resign, due to pressure of work, at the beginning of 1985 and,
unfortunately, Jimmy Nobbs who had ‘*volunteered’ to take on the
job had to withdraw due to a back injury. If anyone feels 1like
taking on the job I would be delighted.

As General George said at the AGM, it has been a sad vyear
for the QGEA. The death of Wendy and Jumbo were followed up by
the tragic traffic accident in Papua New Guinea when three
members of the Regiment were killed.

We had a most successful annual party at - Minley. Perhaps
too successful as the management at Minley imposed a limit on our
number. We are, therefore, moving the venue, and the date, for

our vreunion to Chatham on Friday 26 September, with the AGM on
Saturday morning and the QGEA Dashera Party at lunch time the
same day. I know the decision will disappoint many of you. If
you find the trip to Chatham too far perhaps you will turn up at
the GBA Reunion at Sandhurst on Saturday 10 May, starting with
the Memorial Service at 11.00 am.

This year’s AGM was well attended, with no less than twenty
members present. I well remember a number of AGMs when we were
lucky to have six members, including the Committee!

The Perowne Trust, financially goes from strength to
strength with £8296.80 in credit. However, we are having some
difficulty in awarding scholarships. It appears that there is an

engineering faculty at Tribhuwan University but they have not got
around to setting examinations and some students have been there
for five to six years without graduating. We are, therefore,
looking to arrange the Trust so that we can award scholarships
out. in Nepal.

The OQOGEA are to support both the portrait of Captain(QG0)
Kharkajang Gurung the Queen’s Gurkha Orderly Officer, and the
Regimental Centrepiece commemorating the granting of the Rovyal
Title.

This newsletter has been complled by Captain Chris
Cockerill, out In Hong Kong, wusing the Assoclation Family Notes
put together by John Pinel and has been printed under
arrangements of Bill Chessyre. That it gets to you at all is a
masterpiece of ingenuity and co-operation. Please don’t shoot
the team, they did their best.



QGE COMMANDANT’S REGIMENTAL NEWSLETTER

.+ After 6 years absence of course there are changes but they
are largely cosmetic; the fundamental nature of Hong Kong and of
the hegiment remains much the same,

Vibrant yet fraglle Hong Kong has a momentum that ensures
that no problem will bog it down for long. It continues to be
what must be the world’s most rapidly changlng building site,.
The squatter areas are fast dissappearing and even the functional
resettlement blocks of 20 years ago are being pulled down to be
replaced by large public housing blocks each one being an entlre
community with lts own shops, klindergartens, surgerles and all
the other necessary facilities., In Central the contlnuing
contest for architectural dominance in offlce bullding has, 1if
anything, Increased with the controversial Hong Kong Bank
Building beling the current champion. Inevitably the Bank Of
China will not tolerate this situation for long and already the
pile drlvers are working flat out on a slte nearby. The
motorist continues to dream of the day when all the roadworks
will be finished but it is getting better; the new motorway road
through to Tal Po and Shatin is open, as Is the Tsuen Wan by~
pass, thus making the drive from Perowne to Osborne possible in
20 minutes though, of course, Osborne to Star Ferry or the Tunnel
usually takes longer. Car ownlng is becoming even more of an
expensive luxury with the running costs exceedingly high, parking
increasingly difficult and the alternatives in the form of Hover-
ferries and the Mass Transit Railway very cheap and most
efficient; the journey from Tuen Mun to Central is only slightly
shorter than the English Channel, takes 35 minutes by Hoverferry
and costs the -equlivalent of 90 pence. There 1s a great
awareness of probable changes ahead, though the man in the street
is still preoccupied with making money, mostly through sheer hard
work.

Living in quarters within the Barracks one is much more
aware of the routine life of the Regiment than before. The
early mornings start with the distant sound of the bugle or, if
it has been a really late party the night before, it might be the
"clump, «clump, clump" accompanied by a "left, right, left" as a

troop doubles up the hill to do its battle PT. Shortly after,
the duty piper starts his warm up exercises in the Band Practlice
Hall Just below the guarters. This experlence can range from a

stirring way to start the day to a need to place the plllow over
one’s head depending on the skill of the piper and the degree of
hospitality received the previous evening. Should one still be
enjoying the pleasures of another dream-filled world, reality
will most rudely intrude with the arrival of the first hellcopter
to collect the Lantau works party from the landing pad. Perhaps
it 1is the wind that necessitates the helicopter approaching the
pad slowly along the front of the quarters at bedroom level!

During the day little has changed in the routine 1in the



barracks if only because most of the men are still out on
projects around the Colony, sorry, it is now the Territory.
Training Wing and the second Squadron are of course within the
camp now so I suppose there are more men about but, walking
around, it is only at bhat time that one sees them. The only
sounds to be heard from the quarters, other than the distant
drone from the Tun Muen Highway, are likely to be the shrieKing
and giggling of the Gurkha wives as the almost daily series of
badminton matches are played in the gymnasium, or perhaps the
drone of the chanters in the pipe class or the drumming of the
table tops in the drum class. On Saturday mornings the area
becomes more alive as the GM Saheb’s fatigue parties slowly
transform this rugged, rocky hillside into a tree and shrub
filled haven. On Saturday afternoons and Sundays there are the
usual basketball, volleyball and football bajis, but otherwise
many of the men, particularly the family wallahs, tend to go to
Yuen Long for some shopping. These days that is just as
likely to include a video recorder as some well padded anoraks
for relatives back home.

So on to the year that has gone - I suppose it can best be
summed up as the Year of the Lantau bridge for it has continued
to dominate our working life. It became clear that the project

was almost open ended and, whilst from a technical point of view
the project has been most interesting and has provided excellent
training for our tradesmen, our Military and Combat Engineer
training has, of necessity, taken a second priority. I
therefore decided that we would seek authority to end our
involvement in the project once the bridge and road culverts had
been constructed and the earthworks completed to formation level

over the 1.5 kms of road. This was agreed and I then set the
Regiment the very tight target of achieving this by the end of
the year. Over the last month or so the bulk of the Regiment

has been deployed on the task and we even had to deploy the
Carpenter and Joiner B2 Course into the field for some on-site
practical training. The target date was met and the bridge
opened by Commander British Forces on the 20th December. In
true Sapper tradition the opening went with a bang when the tape
was cut explosively and General Boam then drove a grader across
the bridge under the very watchful eyes of the Plant Sergeant.
The bridge incorporates some 1,700 tonnes of concrete, and 85
tonnes of steel reinforcement;the foundations, which were largely
hand dug, extend to some 35 feet below ground level and on the
road some 50,000 tonnes of rock have been removed, much of it by
blasting, and transported to a quarry site some 5 miles from the
site. The end result is, I believe, something that the Regiment
can justifiably be very proud.

Although obviously we have not been able to undertake as
many other tasks as we would have liked, we have managed with a
few fairly small ones. One of- the more worthwhile ones was the
erection of a large shed at Sham Shul Po for the Jackie
Pullinger Organisation which specialises in the re-habilitation



of drug users. For Operatlon Ralsigh we have run several
selection week-ends when potential Venturers undergo a series of
tests simlliar in style to those of the RCB. For the military
community we have undertaken the usual miscellany of tasks
ranging from the refurbishment of Dills Corner Welfare Centre to
asslsting with the installation of radio navigational  stations
for the RAF and, of course, our on-going committment for the
maintenance of the Wardhaven and Gurkhahaven leave chalets.

Overseas exercles contlnue to provide excellent tralning and a

very welcome break from Hong Kong. In June 68 Squadron deployed
to Brunel for 4 weeks of jungle warfare tralning on Exereclse
Palm Frond 36. In July B Troop, under Lieutenant Chris

Cockerill, went on Exercise Coconut Grove to Fijl where they
undertook various engineer projects, including the construction
of a village community cantre. Finally, in August D Troop,
under Captain David Francis, went on Exercise Tahro Sathi to
Papua New Guinea whilst a troop from the PNG Defence Forces was
attached to the Regiment. D Troop also undertook a variety of
minor engineers tasks, including the construction of a welfare
centre, a road culvert and an assault course. In additlon, the
diving team successfully blasted the tops off some reefs at the
entrance to Port Moresby. Sadly this excellent exerclise was
marred by the traglic death of 3 Sappers who were klilled when the
bed of the tipper vehicle 1in which they were travelling
accidently tipped up whilst travelling along at about 40 m.p.h.
The bodles of the dead men were recovered to Hong Kong where they
were buried with full millitary honours in a most moving ceremony.

Amongst our many visitors this year it was particularly
enjoyable having the Colonel of the Regiment with us for a week.
General Sir George’s programme included visits to Lantau, the
Tralning Wing and 70 Squadron, as well as a day salling around
Hong Kong 1Island and a day at the races, (when Captain Hamish
MaclLeod’s hunch bet dented the Jockey Club’s profits for the
dayy. The hlighlight of the visit was a family Guest Night In
the British Officer’s Mess when our guests were Brigadier John
Edwards, Colonel Mike Stephens and all the QGQO’s.

There has been the usual continual turnover amongst the
British Officer’s and their families, with those leaving
Including Major Doug and Margaret Humphreys, Major Colin and
Moneena Peebles, Major Guy and Joan Kershaw, Major Robin and
Vickie Lavies, Captain Ian and Christa McNeill, Captaln Graham
Phillips, Captain Paul Durrant and Llieutenant John Shanahan. It
was partlcularly sad, also, to say goodbye to Major Andy and
Frances Stowve. Andy took over 70 Squadron from Guy Kershaw 1in
the Summer and was ju tettling in when it became apparent that
medical problems with both himself and Frances were golng to
necessitate an early return to UK. Flinally, of course, Colonel
Mike and Jenny Gaffney left in July. Colonel Mlke has done much
to build the Regiment up and well deserves hls promotion on
posting. New and some old familiar faces who have taken over



include Major Dermot and Mary Stack, Major John and Anne Wheeley,
Captain Mike and Christine Botting, Captain Mark and Christine
Daniel, Captain Charlie and Sue Wood, Lieutenant Nick Moody and

Lieutenant Chris Prowse. In 69 Squadron Captain Andrew Mills
has left for Germany and the new arrivals are Lieutenant Steve
Tucker and Lieutenant Andrew Cole. Whilst talking of British

Officers, mention much be made of the two splendid Regimental
weddings that we had this year when the Adjutant, Captain Hamish
Macleod, married Miss Lizzie Hamilton on, would you believe, 1
April and Lieutenant Mark Freeman married Miss Jackie Green in
August.

On the sports front the Regiment beat the Queen’s Gurkha
Signals 3-1 to win the Nepal Cup and the Gurkha WOs and Sgts Mess

won the Rothman’s 6-a-side Football Trophy. At Bisley, 69
Squadron compensated for the lack of a Regimental team by winning
the Minor Units Cup and much other silver. Other successes

include the hockey team who won the Inter Corps Bowl and the
badminton team who won the Ladies Open, Mixed Doubles and Ladles
Singles matches and were runners up in the inter-unit match.

A1l in all 1985 has been a year of achlevenmnent, particularly
in our standing as civil engineers. It is hoped that 1986 will
offer greater variety in our work and tralning enabling wus to
meet our aim of being ready to undertake any non-mechanised
Sapper task anywhere, should the need arlse.



MBE - Capt(QGO0) Jogindrasing Gurung

2. Promotions.

Lt Col P J Worthington RE
Lt Col M Gaffney RE
Lt Col H H Kerr OBE RE

b. Lt(aGa).

WO2 Dalbahadur Gurung
SSGT Dilkumar Limbu

3. Selections.

1) CO Depot Regt RE i
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2) OC 68 Gurkha Fd Sgn in Jan 86

(3) 0C &2 Gurkha Indep Fd Sgn in Jan 86.

Maj J R Durance RE
(4) GC 70 Sp Sgn.

Maj S M R Eagan RE

b. Staff College in 1986/7.
Capt M A C Hughes RE
Capt A W H H Mac Leod RE
Capt P A Wall RE
Capt P Watson RE
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Edwards BSc ptsc
Kitching FBIM psc
Stephens BA MICE C psc

Speight OBE ndc nadc psc

Cofsellis BSc ndc psc
Gaffney psc

Worthington BSc ndc psc
Croft MBIM SVY (pr)

Vialou Clark BSc MICE C
Kerr OBE BSc sg

Verschoyle BA MICE C psc
Chesshyre MA ndc psc

Stuart BSc psc

Thorp MBE psc

Preiss MA MSc ARICS SVY(gy)>
Tomllinson BSc MICE C
Humphrey MBIM M INST AM psc

Baker MBE BSc psc

QFFICERS QF IHE REGIMENT

Lt

Maj
Maj
Maj
Maj

Ma ]

Col

P

D

W

J
J
D

Cook odc (US) psc
Stack BSc psc

Stow MICE C
Anderson BSc psc(n)
Lavies MA MICE C

Walker BSc psc

Brig Bde Of Gurkhas
Col D&W RSME
D Comd Gurkha F4 Force

Staff Planner
IMS Brussels

Col Engr 1

DMP(A) Study

Att HQ E in C

2IC PPCU 801 PCV

SOl AFCENT

Comd Engr 4 Armd Div
SOl ADP

CO Depot Regt

CO 111 Engr Regt (V)
CO 23 Engr Regt

Ch GEO AFNORTH

S0l Ha EASTLANT

CO Depot Regt (Des)

SO1(W) CDS

Comdt

2IC

OC 70 Sgn
OC 69 Saqn
OC 68 Sqgn

0C 68 Sqgn
(Des Jan 86)
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Capt
Capt
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Capt (E&MO)

Capt (AaM)
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Capt(aM
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Capt(GE)
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Wheeley psc

Eagan

Durance psc

Mason

Mac Leod BSc
Wall MA
Wright B Ed

Harking BSc

White BSc
Wood BSc
Smith

Daniel BSc
Foden BSc
Evans BSc
Francis BSc
Cockerill BSc

Law

Nicholls MBE

Flower

Winship MBE
Kinnear
Gibson

Davis MBE

Cross

0C 67 Sgn

0C 70 sagn
(Des Jan 86)

OC 69 San
(Des Jan 86>

aM

Adijt

Trg Offr
2IC 68 Sgn

Adjt
(Des Jan 86)

2IC 69 Sgn

2IC 67 8gn

2IC 70 Sagn

IO

Tp Comd 69 Sgn
Tp Comd 69 8gn
Tp Comd 68 Sqgn
Tp Comd 67 Sqgn

2IC 69 San
(Des Apr 86)

Wksp Tp Comd 70 Sqn

eM
(Des Jan 886)

Des Tp Comd 70 Sgn
aM 69 Sqgn
Res Tp Comd 70 Sgn

Res Tp Comd 70 Sgn
(Des Apr 86)

Des Tp Comd 70 Sqan
(Des Apr 86)



Lt M A
Lt s s J
Lt N C
Lt ARH
Lt Ga i
Lt G T
Lt A St J
Lt DM
2Lt A M

Maj RT

Capt MI

Freeman BSC
Tucker

Moody BSc

Cole BSc
Prowse BSc

Butler
Cameron BSc
Jones BSc

Hayes

Powney BA MITD RAEC

Botting RAPC

Tp Comd 67 San
Tp Comd 69 Sgn

Tp Comd 67 Sgn

Tp Comd 69 Sqn
Tp Comd 68 Sgn

Tp Comd 67 Sqgn
(Des Jan 86)

Tp Comd 69 Sgn
(Des Mar 86)

Tp Comd 69 San
(Des Jul 86)

Tp Comd 68 Sgn
(Des Feb 86)

Ed Offr

Pnmr



QUEEN’S GURKHA QFFICERS

Maj(QGO)
Maj(QéO)
Capt(QGQ)
Capt(QG0)
Capt(QG0)
Capt(QGO)
Capt(QG0O)
Capt(QGO)
Capt(aGQ)
Capt(QGO)
Capt(QGO)
Capt(QG0)
Capt(QGQ)
Lt¢(QGO)
Lt (aG0o)>
Lt (RGO
Lt<(aG0)
Lt (aG0)
Lt (QG0)
Lt (QaGO)
Lt (aGo)
Lt(QGO)»

Lt (QGO)

Sunar
Indrakamal
Jamansing
Kharkajang
Manikumar
Jogindrasing
Manbahadur
Bhaktabahadur
Jahansing
Kharkabahadur
Milanchandra
Hukumraj
Lakpatshering
Surjabahadur
Haribahadur
Humarsing
Durgaprasad
Birbahadur
Chitrabahadur
Mehersing
Motiram
Manilal

Dilkumar

Gurung MVO BEM
Tamang
Rati

Gurung
Prodhan
Gurung MBE
Pun ‘ |
Gurung

Rai

Limbu
Gurung
Thapa
Bhotia
Thapa
Thapa

Rai

Gurung
Limbu
Thapa
Gurung
Gurung
Thapa

Limbu

ERE Parbate

QGo0

ERE MES (WKS) Nepal
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Art Veh

Armr REME
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Ftr CPL
VM
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W02
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K L Felton BEM
W Mliles BEM
Johnston

Dent

J Whiting
Gladstone

T Finn

W Feehan

B Rayner
Hardwick

J Rich RAPC
Jackson RAPC
Gardner REME
Palisley REME

J Stafford REME
McClelland

C Hutchings REME

McCann

M Whitelock REME
T Peach RAPC

J Harrison

R M Reld REME

N Mortimer

c qunes REME

G Barwick RACGC

RH@
RHQ
RH@
70 SQN
70 SaN
70 SaN
70 SaN
70 S@N
70 S@N
70 S@N
RHA
RH@
70 SaN
70 S@N
RHQ
67 SGN

70 San

69 SGN
69 SaN
69 SaN
69 SGN
69 SaN
69 SaN
69 SG@N

69 S@N
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Apr
Apr

Jun

Jul

Jul

Aug
Sep
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85
85
85

85

85

85
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85

Maj D J R Stack RE

Lt A R H Cole

Maj J F Wheeley RE
2Lt R P D Foster RE
Lt N C Moody RE

Lt C J Prowse RE

Capt M I Botting RAPC

Lt Col P W Cook RE
Maj A J Stow RE

2Lt R A C Stephens
Capt P M Daniel RE

Capt C R Wood RE

Maj D R Humphrey RE

Maj C McF Peebles RE

Regt 2IC

Tp Comd 69 fot GLAC
0C 67 Sqn
Attachment

Tp Comd 67 Sgn

Tp Comd 68 Sgn

Paymaster

Comdt

0C 70 8Sagn

Attachment

10

2IC 67 San
Bosted to

JsDC

STANOC Centre

Lt A R H Cole RE 69 Sgn

Capt(QGO) Tekanslng Gurung Retirement

Capt G D Phillips RE Cp Raleigh

Capt M J T Hodson RE Fd Sgn Falklands
Capt W I McNelll RAPC Depot RCT

Lt Col M Gaffney RE HS Depot Regt RE
Maj G C Kershaw RE 523 STRE

Lt 8 J Tucker RE 69 Sgn

2Lt R P D Foster RE
Lt J W Shanahan RE

2Lt R A C Stephens RE

Depot Regt RE
65 Corps Sp Sgn

London UQTC



24 Sep 85 Capt P W Durrant RE REMDT

21 Nov 85 Lt(QG0) Dambarmansing Gurung Retirement
y Lt(QGO) Upendrabahadur Gurung Retirement
17 Dec 85 Maj A J Stow RE ' RARDE

Maj P R W Lavlies RE DIS Course RMCS



1985 will be remembered by 69 Squadron as the year in which
the Falklands weather surprised us by its clemency, the year in
which we won the minor units’ competitlon at Bisley and the year
In which the people of Aberdeenshire took us to their hearts.

January started with J Troop deploying to the Falkland
Islands, and December ends with the whole squadron returning
after our second four-month stint. J Troop were attached to 9
Parachute Squadron, whom many had got to know the previous year
in Kenya. They had a busy tour, spending a lot of time building
Rapier sites around the new airfield at Mount Pleasant. They
also found time for fishing; the sea trout here are so plentiful
that a rod 1is unnecessary, and they can be kicked from the
water! Friends were made with the Falkland Islanders, many of
whom remembered the Squadron and lst Battalion of 7th Gurkhas
with affection.

Meanwhile, the rest of the Squadron was busy elsewhere. H
Troop went to Kenya to refurbish the Britlsh Army tralnlng canp
at Nanyuki, and G Troop constructed permanent sangars and other
defences at RAF St Mawgan. Staff Sergeant Manbahadur Gurung
took a section skiing, trying their hand at both downhill and
cross country. They pronounced that the views and the company
were better on the downhill slopes.

During February, the Squadron took part in the sapper
reunion at RAF Mclesworth, which we called Operation Yelstead,
for reasons we never dlscovered, Between meeting old frlends,

1200 UK Sappers managed to construct a 17 kilometre barbed wire
fence and construct innumerable towers and lights around the
perimeter of the old alirbase. We then moved off to Scotland, the
OC having meanwhile envigorated and considerably lightened
himself by a four-week Nepal trek.

Those who went will probably never forget our six weeks’

Scottish exercise. The villagers of Mosstodloch, Port Gordon and
Saint Cyrus had heard much but seen little of the Brigade of
Gurkhas. By the time we had repaired the Harbour wall at Port

Gordon, built a new footbridge at Saint Cyrus and done three
other small projects they were very much wiser. Individually and
collectively they showed us amazing hospitality and friendliness.
Visits were organised to Balmoral estate and to several of the

many local distilleries. We took away with us, and hopefully
left behind, many happy memories. The exercise finished with
some map-reading training in the Garelochhead area. This was

meant to be in arduous mountain conditions to prepare Squadron
for the Falkland Islands, but bright sunshine and calm winds
ensured that only stamina and daylight navigation were tested in
the most magnificent mountain scenery.



Our final preparations for our major deployment of the year,
to the.Falkland Islands, involved some sharpening up of trades
skills at the 2 Brigade concentration at Stanford Training Area.
This period was marred by an unfortunate accldent when SPR Wangdil
Sherpa broke an arm and a leg falling off the aerial confidence
course. Finally, we took pre-Falklands leave. Parties went to
France, Holland, Scotland, Wales and, of course, to Nepal.-

There were two unexpected aspects of our Falklands tour. The
first was the work and the second was the weather. Since the war
of 1982, sappers have worked flat out on. the .Islands. Camps,
radar sites on remote mountalins, roads, refuelling facillitles,
water supplies, power stations and jetties were all built |In
record time and often in appalling weather conditions. By the
time of our arrival, things had changed. The PSA now were
responsible for maintenance and constructlon of new facllitles,
except in a few remote areas. The new complex at Mount Pleasant
is an entirely civilian contract. We found ourselves with little
of the project work that we had so carefully prepared for.
Instead, there has been the mundane task of repairing
refurbishing engineer plant, sorting stores and Keeping the
ageing aluminium runway at RAF Stanley in working order.
Luckily, we have also been able to deploy a troop to Kelly’s
Garden. ~ There they live happily alongside the Infantry Quick
Reaction Force company, dolng Infantry and sapper tralning and
carrying out settlement patrols and small projects.

The weather here surprised us all. We had expected cold,
wet, snow, and high winds. We were unprepared for the dry, windy
but often sunny weather that we actually received! It was an

unexpected, but much enjoyed, bonus.

On the sporting side we have been fortunately successful.
The Sergeant Major, Kulbahadur Tamang and his shootling team made
up for the dissapointment of the Regiments’s failure to qualify
for Bisley by capturing the Minor Unit’s Championship. On the
way the team also won the Royal Engineers and East District

competitions. We were runners up in the Army minor hockey,
having won the SE District competition. In the Falklands our
success has continued with wins in the hockey, foothall,

volleyball, shooting and the March and Shoot competitions.

Visitors to the Squadron have also continued to appear. The
Commandant appeared in January and July, and in a different
guise, his successor in June. Our Colonel, Brigade Commander and

the Engineer-in-Chief all have come to Chatham, whilst the Lord
Lieutenant of Morayshire, the new Commandant and the Brigade
Commander managed to see us in Scotland. The new Brigadier
Brigade of Gurkhas managed to visit in June, and we were pleased
to see the Commander of GTR. At Stanford, the Commander and



Chief of Staff of South East District separately visited, as did

the Commander Engineer Support. In the Falklands, the CBF
arrived to see us both near the beginning and the end of our
tour. The Director of Engineer Services passed through, and were

lucky enough to have Lieutenant Colonel Austin Thorp, like the OC
and 2IC an ex-0C of B Troop, as our CRE during the first half of
our tour. Peter Watson, formerly 2IC of Support Squadron, Wwas
the ©S03 Englneers and Mike Hodson found himself back in the
Regiment when he became our Design Team Commander.

1985 has been less turbulent than 1984, Kharkajang Saheb
left to take over as Queen’s Gurkha Officer; the great hole left
by his departure was admirably filled by Hukumraj Saheb. Hukum
Saheb is a lifelong QGE man; his father was a QGE ex Gurkha Major
and Hukumraj Saheb himself was born in the family lines in
Kluang. Dalbahadur Saheb took over as H Troop QGO from Kumarsling
Saheb, who will be sorely missed. Andrew Cole took over G Troop
from David Caulfield and Steve Tucker has come to replace Andrew

Mills in Support Troop. We also welcomed Lesley Carter to the
Squadron when she married Mark Foden in BAugust. They started
their married 1life in true Army style, with four months

separation.

Finally, we were all delighted when Jogindrasing Saheb, now
at BGTC Kathmandu, was awarded the MBE in the New Year’s honours
list for his tour In command of our UNFICYP detachment in Cyprus.

‘The Squadron returns to Chatham in January, to yet another
busy . and probably turbulent year. As we do so, I hand over to
John Durance with regret, and with many happy memories of two
marvellous, busy years.
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10’8 NOTES

The Reading School boys from UK visited
the Regt.

Two Malaysian Officers arrive on
attachment.

Maj D J R Stack RE assumed the appointment
of Regt 2IC and Maj D R Humphrey left Hong
Kong for UK on posting.

Gurkha Fd Force Minewarfare study was
held in QGE Gym. SI Mines Maj A Clements
RE and OC 67 Sgn were the main contributors.

The Comdt, Lt Col M Gaffney RE, visited HE@
E-in-C, RSME, HO Engr Sp, 69 Sgn, MODCA)D
and RE Records.

QGE (67 Sgn) run Res Dml TEWT for Gurkha
Fd Force.

The first round match of Nepal Cup 1985
was played at Cassino Lines against 1/7 GR
by 4 goals to 1.

Nepal Cup Preliminary Round VS 1/7 GR.
Won 3-1.

The PCD team from the School of Infantry
at Warminster UK visited the Regt. The
aim of the team’s visit to QGE was to
update the Regt’s Officers and WOs/SNCOs
on recent developments in infantry
equipments in infantry equipment and
tactics.

Op RALEIGH Selection Weekend was run by
67 Gurkha Fd Sgn for Hong Kong Police at
Taim Lam.

QGE/RE boat in the Four Peaks Sailing/
Running Race.

Hong Kong Marathon. Regt members
participate.

Nepal Cup First Round VS 2/2 GR: Won
3-2.
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Maj J F Wheeley RE tookover the command of
67 Gurkha Fd Sqgn vice Maj C McF Peebles
RE.

67 Gurkha Fd Sgn provided support to Ex
TARTAN TRAUMA, . 2/2 GR Test Ex. :

RE Search Trg Team arrive.

The Comdt, Lt Col M Gaffney RE and the
Gurkha Major Maj(@GO) Sunar Gurung MVQO
BEM left Hong Kong on Nepal trek.

Inter Troop Basketball Competition was
held In the Gymnasium on’ the occaslion of
Nepal National Day. RHQ Troop won the
competition.

OC 67 Sgn, Maj J F Wheeley RE, left Hong
Kong on recce to Flji.

OC 69 Sgn, Mal J D C Anderson arrives fronm
UK for trek.

The Nepal Cup football final match was
played between QGE and QG SIGNALS at
Malaya Lines. QGE won 3-1.

Move into new Training Wing Starts.

OC 68 Sqn, Maj P R W Lavies RE, left Hong
Kong on recce for Ex PALM FROND 36 to
Brunei.

Visit by D A Kathmandu, Lt Col C A
Lees.

A Safe and Skilled Driving Competition for
the drlvers of the Regt was held at
Perowne to test service drivers skill and
promote safe driving and road safety
awareness. Winner - LCpl Minbahadur
Thapa.

RHG and Locon took part in Ex DEEPDALE.
Territory IS CPX.

Handover of Bowring Camp to BDD.

E Tp, 68 Gurkha Fd Sgn took part on 2/7 GR
FTX DEEP DIGGER.
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The Regt took part In the Bde of Gurkhas

field cooking competition held at Malaya
Lines and finished in 3rd place.

The CBF Hong Kong, Maj Gen D Boorman CB
visited the Regt. -

The Paymaster, Capt W I McNeill RAPC,
went to Nepal as the manager of ANFA
Brigade of Gurkhas Football teanm.

67 Sgn tookover the Lantau project fronm
68 Sqgn.

Wedding between Adjt Capt & W H H
Macleod and Miss Lizzle Hamllton.

The Regt Boat Tp gave support to Ex
JAVELIN 1. Ex JAVELIN | was the Gurkha
Field Force Recce pl concentration.

68 Gurkha Fd Sgn carried out a Limited
War exercise.

The 8SSVC Perowne (Kesarbahadur Hall)
was reopened after 3 long gap of 18
months for major refurbishment.

The Chief Geo Lt Col M A Nolan RE and
WO2 D Gldlow RE vislted the Regt.

Maj J Dodman RE and WOl Smith arrive to
recce 526 STRE(V) ex.

Officers of the Regt attended the H@Q
Gurkha Fd Force IS Study Day.

A Regt Parade Comd by Regt 2IC D J R
Stack for 38 Trg Party’s pass off was
held at Perowne Barracks. The Comd
Gurkha Fd Force, Brig P R Duffell OBE
MC, inspected the parade.

The 1985 Inter San Athletics
Competition was held at Tuen Mun
Stadlum. 67 Sgn won.

The Sansar! Mal Puja, a Gurkha
religlous festival, was celebrated by
the Regt at the new Trg Wing area.

All Arms Search Team concentration,
Stonecutters Island.
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68 Sgn carried out pre-Brunei training.

Lt Col R A Bradbury RE visited Lantau
Project.

Regt Conference,

The Beating Retreat parade for outgoing
Comdt Lt Col M Gaffney RE was held at
Perowne Barracks.

The ACOS G1/G4 HGBF Col M W Betts
visited the Regt and Lantau Project.

Capt P A Wall RE and WO2 J S Manning RE
in Brunel to train 1/2 GR In Search.

The Regt took part in the BFHK Major
Units Athletics Competlitlion held at
Wanchai Stadium Hong Kong and finished
in 5th position.

A total of 11 men from 67 and 70 Sqgns
left Hong Kong for Fijli as part of the
camp maintenance party on Ex COCONUT
GRQVE 85/1.

The RNLO Lt Col R K Chhetri RNA
visited the Regt.

The Comdt, Lt Col M Gaffney RE left
Hong Kong on duty to Brunei.

Maj P R W Lavies RE on Recce for Ex
TAHRO SATHI in Papua New Guinea.

The main body, 68 Sqn, for Ex PALM
FROND 36 departed Hong Kong for
Brunei.

Op RALEIGH selection weekend, 67 Sqgn.

The Dep Comd Gurkha Fd Force, Col
M J F Stephens RE visited the Regt
and the Lantau Project.

D Army Plans Brig E H A Beckett and MO3
Col G Hyde visited the Regt.

The passing off parade for JLC 85/1
took place at Perowne Barracks. The
Senlor Offlcer Hong Kong Sguadron and
the CO HMS Plover, Comd P S Booth RN
was the Inspectlng officer.



08

12

17

24

25

06

08

15

17

18

23

24

27

30

30

12

04

Jul 85

Jul 85

Jul 85

- 26 Jul 85

Jul 85

Aug 85

Aug 85

Aug 85

Aug 85

- 28 Aug 85

- 27 Aug 85

Aug 85

Aug 85
Aug 85
Lantau.

Aug -
Oct 85

Sep 85

Lt Col P W Cook RE assumed command of
the Regt vice Col M Gaffney RE.

Maj A J Stow RE assumed command of
70 Sgn vice Maj G C Kershaw RE.

The main body, 68 Sqn, from Ex PALM
FROND 36 returned from Brunei to Hong
Kong.

The main body, 67 Sgqn for Ex COCONUT
GROVE 85/2 departed Hong Kong for Fljti.

E Tp, 68 Sqn, took part in | Cheshire’s
Coy Ex.

The Brig Bde of Gurkhas, Brig C J Pike
DSO OBE paid a farewell visit to the
Regt.

The Clvil Secretary, Mr
visited the Regt.

J Morgan,

Maj Gen T A Boam CBE, CBF Hong Kong,
visited the Regt and the Lantau
Project.

Col M J F Stephens RE, Dep Comd Gurkha
Fd Force and Maj R C Gray, DCOS G1/G4
HQ@ Gurkha Fd Force visited the Regt and
the Lantau Project.

Wedding between Lt M A Freeman RE and
Miss Jackie Green took place.

The Regt 2IC, Maj D J R Stack RE, in
Fiji on a duty visit.

The NBC tralning for the Regt was held
in Sek Kong.

Officers from the Regt attended the
Brigade farewell to Brlg Bde of
Gurkhas.

D Tp, 68 Sgn, for Ex TAHRO SATHI,
departed Hong Kong for PNG.

Mr Stanley (USS for Defence) vislited
The PNGDF Fd Tp arrived in Hong Kong
from PNG.

The Regt Hockey team won the Bowl in
the Inter Corps Hockey Competition
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1985 held at So Kun Poo.

68 Sgn tookover the Lantau Project from
67 Sqgn.

The maln body, 67 Sqn, from Ex COCONUT
GROVE 85/2 returned to Hong Kong from
Fiji.

A total of 14 British Officers from the
Regt visited Kai Tak Alrport for a
familiarisation tour.

The Comdt, Lt Col P'W Cook RE, left
Hong Kong for Nepal and Brunel on duty.

The Regt badminton team played in the
BFHK individual badminton championship
1985 held at HMS Tamar. Won Ladies and
Mixed Doubles, Ladies Singles and
runners up in unit, Men and Veterans
Doubles.

The 71 Engr Regt(V) P&D arrived in Hong
Kong from UK.

The main body, 526 STRE, arrived in
Hong from UK.

Speclal routine order was read out to
all available personnel in the Regt on
the occasion of QGE Day. The Regt
Cross country race was held ln the
morning and the beating the retreat by
combined QGE and 71 Engr Regt(V) Pipes
and Drums in the evening. 526 STRE(V)
also attended.

The Regt Inter Tp Hockey 6-A-Side
Competition was held. Won by the
officers’ teanm.

The Regt Gurkha WOs and Sgts Mess
football competition held at Sek Kong.

The Regt Inter Tp Football 6-A-Side
competition was held. Won by F Trg
Tp.

67 Sgn and Trg Wing provided support
to 526 STRE Military Training.

A Tp, 67 Sgn gave support to Ex BULLDOG
PATROL, Gurkha Fd Force inter platoon
competition.
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Brig Bde of Gurkhas, Brig J H Edwards,
visited the Regt.

70 Sp Sgn gave support to the CDS
parade.

The Regt provided search support to the
Royal Hong Kong Police Special Branch
during the visit of the Vice President
of USA.

The funeral service for the following
deceased Sappers was held at the Gurkha
Cemetery Cassino Lines. The death of
these deceased Sappers occured as a
result of a traffic accident on 16 QOct
85 in Papua New Guinea:

21164375 Spr Padamparsad Rai
21166368 Spr Dudhbahadur Gurung
21166512 Spr Premkumar Limbu

Col of the Regt, Gen Sir George Cooper
GCB MC visited the Regt.

Regt 2IC Maj D J R Stack RE on Trek.
The Regt had an formal UBR inspection
by the CBF Hong Kong.

The Comd Gurkha Fd Force, Brig P R
Duffell OBE MC visited the Lantau

project.

The Regt provided support to Brigade
Week.

The Col PB7, Col E H Barker CBE visited
the Regt.

Junior Leader Cadre (JLC) 85/2 started.
The Regt promotion conference was held.

Officers from the Regt attended the
Battlefield Tour.

Maj N Edwards RE and 2 RBAF officers
visited the Regt.

Lantau Opening Ceremony was held.



SPORIS RQUND=UP

FOOTBALL
ny

Major Units League. As up to 31 Dec 85 lying second place

to Cheshires. 8 games left to play.

Major Units Knockout. Lost to 10 GR in the !st round.
HKBF Cup. Lost to & GR i in the 1Ist round. Replayed twice

and In the 2nd replay came level with 3-3 after 3-0 down In
the first half. Lost In sudden-death penalty kicks. Final score
was 6-5. '

Nepal Cup. We play GTR in the 11st round on the 28 Jan in
Perowne. Full time training commenced 18 Nov 85.

Summary. In spite of not getting players because of JLC, the

team is doing quite well. Provided we get JLC players we stand a
good chance of winning the Nepal Cup.

HOCKEY

After the successful 1983/84 season, QGE were "pipped at the
post” more than once In the 1984/85 season. They were beaten
3-1 by the Cheshire Regiment in the major units cup final, and
finished a close second on goal difference in the league, to HQ
@G SIGNALS. To cap it all, the Sapper team 1lost the Gestetner
Bowl final, part of the Inter Corps Tournament, to @G SIGNALS.

As Inter Troop competition was held prior to the start of
the 1985/86 season to talent spot for younger players, to help
put right a relatively disappointing season in 1984/85. The
reglment provided ten of eleven players in the Sapper team which
won the Gestetner Bowl in the Inter Corps Tournament in August
1985. Hopes were high for the Freddie Cowell competition 1in
September, but were dashed when the team didn’t make it beyond
the group stage. However, league results so far have perhaps
raised morale again, having eight and won six. The Composlte
Ordnance Depot will be a hard team to beat though.

Two army players have recently arrived from the UK +to
strengthen the side, so hopes are riding high for some trophies
in the Spring. Four players have already represented the British
Forces Hong Kong team this season.

On the Indoor front, the Reglment finished a very close
second to 10 GR in the first British Forces Hong Kong Competition
at HMS Tamar in October. QGE intend to host a simllar tournament
at Perowne Barracks In February 1986, and hopefully help generate
more interest in this newly introduced sport.



The Major Unit Basketball League Competition was started
from 1 Apr 85 and ended on 3 Jun 85. QGE team did very badly
last season. Out of 8 matches, QGE team won only one match.

Last year’s league match was won by 6 GR.

Major Unit Cup Competition started in the 2nd week of May
85. QGE team did quite well in this competition. The final was
held on 20 Jun 85 between 6 GR VS QGE. The winner was again 6 GR,
99-77 points. At the beginning of the last season there were
about 15 players. Before half way through the season slowly
players started to disappear one by one. Going on long leave,
Lantau project and overseas exercise. At the end of the season
there was only 8 players left. Last season there was not enough
time and it was quite difficult to gather all the players to do
practice everyday. And there were not encugh basketball coaches
and equipments.

The new paymaster Capt M I Botting RAPC and Lt C J Prowse RE
have now taken over and are already preparing for the 1986
season. An Inter Troop tournament was held on 21 Dec 85 which
was won by the Pipes and Drums in a closely fought final against
E Tp 68 Sgn. The tournament which included a team from the newly
arrived 39 Trg Party threw up some promising new players for the
Regimental Team.

In 1986 we hope to see the Regt fulfilling its potential
within the league and knockout competition.

VOLLEYBALL

The 1985 Volleyball season started on 3 Jun 85. The
competition was run on a league basis with the Knockout Final
which was held at HMS Tamar on Friday 6 Sep 895. The competition
was divided into four zones and on each zone there were four
teams from both Major and Miner Units. QGE was on zone four in

which our opponents were 1/7 GR, TDBG and 246 Signal Sqgn. In the
Knockout Final only the winner of each zones were eligible to
take part. QGE was the clear winner in zone four winning all the
matches both home and away.

On the Knockout Final on 6 Sep 85, QGE had to play against
the mighty HKMSC’s team winner of zone one in the Semi Final.
Although HKMSC were the clear favourites to win the title, QGE
fought really hard and played one of the best games of the
season, and made our opponents struggle for a win. In the end we
managed to play three sets but had to surrender for the 1885
season.



CROSS-COUNTRY

The Regiment continues to take an active part in the BFHK
Cross=-Country league and while not challenging the top team we
have managed to stay off the bottom of the league table.

KHUD RACE

Khud Race training is under way for the race on 17 December
with teams members fitting in tralning sessions when they can.
While not expecting to feature in the medal positions we are
looking to put up a creditable performance.

BADMINTON

The Regiment dld very well to finlsh runners up to TDBG 1in
the BFHK Inter-Unit Knockout Badminton Championship played over
two days during September. The league is due to commence in
December and we are hoping to Improve on our 2nd place of last
year.

SQUASH

The new squash court was officially opened with an inaugural
match between Comdt and Regt 2IC on 4 Nov 85 (The Regt 2IC
conceded victory with due deference). The court has already seen
good use and great interest among Gurkhas. A regimental ladder
is shortly to be started and we hope to enter a regimental team
in British Forces competitions.

QFFSHORE SAILING
1985 has, yet again, seen dastardly deeds afloat by the
Swashbuckling representatives of the Officers’ Mess.

Last February the intrepid navigators Meryon Bridges, Hamish
Mac Leod, Mark Freeman, Don Felton and vyours truly (Dave
Francis) stunned the Hong Kong yachting fraternity during the
first Annual Hong Kong Four Peaks Race. Though, by any handicap
method chosen, the team, sailing on ‘INTERLOPER ’, should have
won - they were cruelly beaten by the bare absence of any
handicap system at all. Better luck next year, if they can find
a boat!

Mark Freeman has continued to sail on *INTERLOPER ’. He has
enjoyed considerable success wlth her throughout the Hebe Haven
Wonder Series. Mark shares his allegiance with another craft ‘BIG
BIRD ’ with whom he sails in the ‘Inshore Series °’. Again, he
has had considerable success.

John Shanahan, prior to his departure for the snow fields of
Norway, was a regular crew member of ‘BUGIS ’. ‘Algy ’ Cole had
an Interesting time during the *San Fernando ' race to the
Philippines. His thrills were confined to the open sea rather



than the back streets of Manila. The race took rather longer
than expected and he was in real risk of missing his flight back
to England.

All this mucking about in boats rather pales in the glare of
what the Adjutant managed to achieve post *4 Peaks ’ Sailing in
his traditionl craft ‘Highland Fling III '’ he competed in two of
the Yachting worlds more prestigious events the ‘Admiral’s Cup ’

and the ‘*Southern Cross Cup . Fortunately for him, ‘Flingd
managed to put in a good showing each time which compensated for
his prolonged leave from duty. It is no doubt put the

Commandant’s mind at ease to hear Hamish actually had to do some
work on board and was not just on holiday!

By sailing on ‘Highland Fling III * in the 'Southern Cross
Cup ’ Hamish represented England in the competition. This is not
bad for someone who holds only the barest of ‘Official’ Army
sailing qualification!

Events in 1986 include the ‘4 Peaks Race’ again plus several

other series. Three Gurkhas, including the intrepid Cpl
Gyanbahadur breaking into the offshore scenes, are nominated for
a leg of Ex Distant Ventures, Hong Kong - Philippines cruise.

The ‘Wet Welli’ crowd should at least be happy, even if the 10
(Acting Adjutant) is not!

There were two inshore sailing events in 1985 in which
participation is worthy of note.

The first, in February was the Hong Kong Inter Unit
Championship. This was held at Stanley Services Boat Club
using Enterprise Dinghies. Fach unit was required to enter 3
crews. Due to heavy project committments QGE were hard pushed to
muster a team. llowever, a team was produced which won the
championship. { CHESHIRE Regiment were runners up.

Later in the year we were proud to be represented by one of
our JNCO in the World Enterprise Championships held in Hong Kong.

The event was held during the period 4 - 8 November. We
were represented by Cpl Gyanbahadur Tamang (Gordon Hard Boat Club
Bosun) at the helm of one of Gordon Hard Boat Club Enterprises.
His crew was Flt Lt Carey Edwards of RAF Hong Kong.

The four championship races were held in very exciting
conditions which gave even the top class crews SORE problems.

In the field of some 50 crews Cpl Gyanbahadur obtained the
following positions; 32, 28, 18 and 33. Unfortunately he suffered
a broken rudder in the fourth race and was disqualified. This
give him an overall position of 33rd - a very creditable
performance against a very high class field.



WINDSURFING

;- 1985 was a quiet year for Regimental Windsurfing. 67
Squadron entered a team Into the Britlsh Forces Individual
Championships and achieved good results. Cpl Gyanbahadur Tamang
placed 3rd with Lt Freeman and Sgt McClelland 8th and (0th.

CRICKET

The 1984/85 Cricket season saw British Forces win the Sine-
Derby League Championship for the first time in 10 years. The
Regiment again produced regular players for the side notably Capt
I D Wright and Capt C Cockerill both of whom received their
British Forces Colours in April. The side was skippered by WOl P
Wood the ex ASM of 70 Sp Sgn who was also voted Hong Kong
cricketer of the year. The present season is now progressing
well despite the tradtional poor start by the Forces side.

TENNIS

Followling the constructlion of a court in 1984, tennis has
slowly galned in popularity In the regiment with good use belng

made of the racquets and balls available. Many new players
appeared and enthusiasm was such that a tournament was held in
late 1985. Some twenty players took part in the initlal stage

which consisted of two leagues sco that everyone had the chance
to play several games.

The top two players from each league went through to the
second stage and on a glorious December day the sem!=-finals and
final took place. The best match of the day was undoubtedly the
first semi-final between Lt Col Cook and SSgt Rlich. This was a
closely contended three setter with SSgt Rich running out the
winner 6-3, 4-6, 7-6.

In the second semi-final Cpl Yashbahadur Rai came up against
Flt Lt Mitchell and, desplite showlng how much hlis game had
improved over a few months, lost in two sets. In the final SSgt
Rich was no match for Flt Lt Mitchell who won 6-1, 6-0.

Now that tennis is well established in the regiment it is
hoped to enter two doubles teams in the British Forces Tennis
Championshlps next Spring.

GOLE

The Golfing members of QGE have had a very successful season
to date, performing well on the course, and putting In plenty of
time on the organising front.

In the Tri-nation Golf tournament, Capt Cockerill, W02
Gladstone and Sgt Hardwlck represented the Hong Kong comnblned
Services and beat the Aussies and Kiwis. In the Brigade of
Gurkhas Annual Competition WO2 Gladstone and Sgt Hardwick helped



QGE to st place in the Windsor Cup, and 4th place In the Inter
Unit Scratch Trophy. On the Individual side, W02 Gladstone had
the-best morning score, Sgt Hardwlck had the fourth best score in
the morning, and second best afternoon score. Not to be left
out, Capt Cockerill had the fourth best afternoon score.

To finish off the year, W02 Gladstone won the Combined
Services Knockout Tournanment.

Although he didn’t flgure on any prize lists, Capt Winship
did sterling work as Secretary of both the Combined Services and
Brigade Golf Clubs, and Sgt Hardwick figured prominently on the
Entertainments Committee.

ATHLETICS

The 1985 Athletic season was dominated by 2 major events.
These were the Inter-Squadron Athletics competlition on 10 May and
the British Forces Hong Kong Inter-Unit Championship on 3! May.

The <competition for the Inter-Squadron Athletics trophy was
an excitlng one. Held at Tuen Mun stadium it featured an herolc
battle for victory between 67 Sguadron and 70 Support Sguadron,
with 68 Squadron not far behind. It was also a very colourful
affair, with the familles ln attendance and excellent weather.

67 Squadron’s prowess at the shorter track dlistances was
matched all morning by 70 Support Squadron’s success at the

longer distances and throwlng events. So evenly were the teams
matched that in the final race of the day, the 4 x 400m relay,
either - Squadron could still have won the trophy. Amidst

tumultous cries from the “Didi-Bahinis", Sgt Mohankumar Gurung
came from behind in the last lap to win the race, and thus the
trophy, for 67 Squadron. Rumours that this had anything to do
with his recent promotion to Staff Sergeant are of course totally
unfounded..... A Splendid bhat and prizegiving ceremony capped
off the occasion well.

Only a few weeks later the Regimental Team 1llned up to
compete in the Major Units Champlonshlp of Hong Kong at Wanchal
Stadium. Alas, the results were nothing like as close in this
competition and the Cheshires won, followed by 6 GR, 1/7 GR and
10 GR, with GQGE nobly bringing up the rear. It was a day
devoid of reward for the team, who just could not achieve a lst
place in any of the track or field events. However, it is said
that it Is the competling that counts, and they certalnly did that
to the best of their ability.

As the Inter-Squadron competition showed, there Is a
considerable talent for athletics In the Regiment. It is hoped
that this can be further developed to produce a sound team for
thls years’s major-unit competlitlions.



After 4 years the Nepal Cup was back again in the QGE hands.

This year the training routine was similar to last year, but
we had changes in the management of the sgqguad. Major McF Peebles
still claimed the Regt Football QOfficer status, but left the
running of the squad to Capt W I McNeill, our Paymaster. It was
a case ‘History repeating itself’ for Maj Peebles, for back in
1979/80, having played his finest semi-final, in which we
unfortunately lost, he had to leave the Regiment in 1980 just
when the Nepal Cup victory was in our grasp. . Similarly, this
time he 1left us a month before the victory, having played in
1984 in yet another unfortunate semi; perhaps he will be third
time lucky. Another notable change was, in place of Capt(QGO)
Hukumraj Thapa, who left us to take up a post in UK. He was
succeeded by Capt(QG0) Milanchandra Gurung, who did a months
stint with wus, then he too left us to do a course in UK.
Finally it was decided that Lt(QGO) Manilal Thapa was to be our
Assistant Coach.

The squad also saw a new face in Spr Krishna Tamang who
progressed so much that he is now representing the Brigade at the
ANFA Tournament, together with veterans CPL Tshering, CPL Ravi,
CPL Yogendra, LCPL Ganga, and not so old Spr Subiraj. Missing
from last year wag¢ ‘ALFIE’ SGT Mahendra, who, rumour has it,is

refereceing late matches in the Officers Mess. We also said good
bye to an invaluable squad veteran SSGT Kulbahadur Gurung, whao
‘left us towards the end of the season to go on pension. His

coaching and joKkes will be long remembered by many Regimental
Players.

The preliminary round of this years Nepal Cup saw us
somewhat struggling to win against a fit and young 1/7 GR team.
They drew first blood and maintained their lead into the second
half of the game. Only through their inexperience did we manage
to clinch an equalizer in the tenth minute of the second half.
To add to their dismay CPL Tshering, a veteran of many
games, came on as a substitute for QGE. Thereafter the last ten
minutes of play was completely dominated by QGE as two more goal
were scored by CPL llom and LCPL Ganga. Thus a 3-1 victory was
gained. Ironically two days later in a league match, we were
defeated by the same 1/7 GR team 4-1. Perhaps we over-indulged
our victory celebrations.

In the first round proper we defeated 2/2 GR 3-2. SGT
Dambersing Gurung who had missed the last round, was very much
back on the scene. His old goal getting form was in evidence, as
he scored goals and executed several solo runs which caused havoc
in the opponents penalty area. ©Our third goal was scored by LCPL
Ganga with a well timed sizzler from outside the *D’. The fact
that they scored two goals indicate how closely the game was



fought. The man who saved QGE from near doom, who needs
particular mention here, is our veteran goalkeeper SGT Bhagawati
who’s cool, calm and collected composure drew saves in face of
sometimes relentless enemy attack, a fine show indeed. 2/2 GR
were a very good side not easy to bheat.

The next match was against 2/7 GR, who were well known, for
their ‘Hit and Run Tactics’. When they defeated GTR a coterie of
coaches in the Brigade even considered these tactics
ideal for Gurkhas. When QGE and 2/7 GR clashed in the semi-
final, 2/7 GR scored in the initial stages of the game, this
coterie seemed destined to be right. However, QGE’s consistent,
controlled aktack soon had their ‘Hit and Run’ tactics flustered,
as GSGT Damber scored the equalizer and we were unlucky not to
slot in a few more goals within the last stages of the ninety
minutes. The game carried into thirty minutes of extra time. We
dominated completely, and the goals came; one in each half from
CPL Tshering and CPL Honm. Hopefully this coterie of coaches
have gone back to their drawing boards to think up proper
tactics.

Having won the semi-final, our aim was now firmly set on

winning the final. Our training was intensified by McNeill
Saheb. More x-country runs for fitness and two touch football
for tactics were added to the training schedule. Thus, it was a

fit, Kkeen and confident team that entered the field at Sek Kong
pitch No | on the day of judgement.

The Nepal Cup Final of 1985 kicked off to a great start
amidst cheers from people of all walks of life from the Brigade.
The Chief guest was Brig BG Bdrigadier C J Pike DCO OBE.

The QG SIGNALS, our opponents, were not a team to be ‘taken
lightly. To reach the final they had defeated TDBG and 6 GR (who
had eliminated 1/2 GR in the lst round). So in the first forty-
five minutes the play swung tantalisingly from one end of the
field to the other, without a goal being scored.

The second half saw an equally furious pace as both teams
ran hard and executed deft, skillful passes to the delight of
spectators. Then in the 60th minute into second-half SGT Damber
beautifully curved a banana shot from a corner kick to slot the
pball into the right corner of the goal to give us a 1-0 lead.
Cheers and hurrahs came from the QGE crowd as the QGE supporters
were up-rooted from their seats in joy. But no sconer had the
RGE supporters calmed down, franzied cheers and hurrahs ensued
burst forth into a cresendo; this time from QG SIGNALS crowd.
They had equalized in less than a minute through a cross ball and
a fumbled defensive play on our part. An elated QGE crowd of a
minute ago were mortified. A usually cheerful McNeill Saheb, had
reportedly gone ashen but countless cigarettes restored him to
his original self.

After their equalizer we played a more alert game and set
the ball rolling with more aggressiveness. We eventually



dominated the final stages of the ninety minutes of excrutiating
play; the score was 1-1. Thus the game went into 30 minutes of
extra time.

QGE had never had an extra time play so easy. Perhaps it
was our fitness, we dominated the game. The QG SIGNALS defence
began to waver and we quickly countéred on that weakness and
scored two easy goals. For SGT Dambersing it was another Nepal
Cup Final to be cherished as he scored both the goals in extra
time, thus completing a hat trict. The final whistle blew with
the score 3-1 in QGE’s favour. The jubilant QGE team and
supporters were all over the field in a fit of happiness. The
elated McNeill Saheb, Manilal Saheb and the team were very much
the centre of limelight as hand shakes and congratulations poured
forth.

The Prize giving ceremony was conducted in the traditional
Gurkha style. The Chief guest Brigadier C J Pike presented the
trophy to both the winners and runners-up. The Naulo Tara trophy
for Man of the Match was reportedly a very <close run thing
between LCPL Ganga, CPL Dalbahadur, and CPL Tshering from QGE and
Signalman Sushil and CPL Yogesh from QG SIGNALS. But CPL Yogesh
emerged as the winner. The coveted Nepal Cup Trophy was received
by CPL Ravindra Sahi (team captain amidst loud cheers and
hurrahs.

They say after success follows excess, well QGE certainly
had fair share.

Well one cannot end a success story without a thank you and
shyabash to those who made it all possible. Firstly to the lads,
shyabash for gritting their teeth and enduring a -hard, but
successful season and winning the Nepal Cup; to Captain McNeill
Saheb for making us gritt our teeth!!! to Captain QGO
Milanchandra Gurung for giving us his expert know~how for a
month; to Mrs McNeill Memsaheb for trying to give us nimble and
supple muscles with her Aerobicise routine; to Major McF Peebles
Saheb for staying a strong force until the day of his departure;
to SSGT Kulbahadur Gurung for his coaching; and last but not
least to the heads of Departments and 8Sgquadrons for Kkindly
releasing the men for the squad.
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While trekking in Nepal you are frequently subjected to an
inquisition by those you meet on the trail. *Kahan Jjane?’
(where are you going?) and ‘Ke ko lagi ayo?’ (what have you come
for?) are typical ‘volleys; more curious are ‘where do you live?’
‘can you see the Himalayas from your house?’ and ‘how many days
walk away 1is it’. I. have found it gratifying on my last two
treks to say, having said that regrettably I could not see the
Himalayas from my house in and that is about 300 days walk away,
that I had come to their part of Nepal “Jholunge Pul napnu®, to
survey a suspension bridge.

On my first bridge trek in February 1980 I was "tasked to
recce two bridge sites in East Nepal over the Tap Khola, about
two days walk north of Bhojpur near the villages of Damdi,
Khatamchar and Kwarbung. I also did a water supply at the
remote village of Saungdel about a day’s walk further on through
Bangsilas, near the source of the Rawa Khola, but that ls another
story,

At Damdi I was shown the two possible sites for the bridge

they had requested. The bridge was to provide an all weather
crossing of the Tap Khola on the trail between the Everest area,
Bangsilas and Bhojpur. Suspension bridges have certain extra

factors attached to them that are not obvious on the letter that
arrives on the desk of the OIC Gurkha Welfare Trust of Canada
Projects who directs the trekkers’ recces. Suspension bridges
guite apart from their usefulness in improving communications in

remote areas constitute a very obvious and affluent status symbol
for the village that organlsies 1its construction. Likewlse
there 1is often vested interest as I discovered on both treks.
At Damdi I was taken to a site, downstream from where the initial
recce had been done, by an ex-QGO who had considerable influence.
1 was given a very comprehensive brlef as to why the bridge
should be there headed by ‘a child was drowned here two vyears
ago’. It did not take me long to discover that his house was
just beside the site and the bridge would have provided him and
the nearby village direct access to Diktel not Bhojpur.
Conveniently I was able to find good engineering reasons for not
siting the bridge there and with ample use of words like ‘pairo’
(landslide) and ‘katra’ (danger) managed to persuade the
gentleman that the bridge must be sited further up the river.

The correct site had had at least two previous recces and
the villagers were getting restless over whether they were ever
going to get a bridge. I was determined they were going to get
a bridge and wrote as comprehensive report as possible describing
everything 1in detail with full drawings to support It. I took
as my loading criteria a continuous line of ‘bainsi’ (buffalo)



nose to tail across the bridge. I later learned that the annual
Tibetan Yak train used the route. Can anyone tell me the
loading for a laden Yak? I can then amend the RE pamphlet I was
working from.

When they came to construct the bridge a year or two later
they had a major problem with one of the anchorages. Although
it was constructed underground it moved when the strain came on.
It meant that the anchorage had to be moved back to firmer soil
and rock, but now the cables were too short. This problem
highlights the importance of the geological, soil and slope
stability study that must accompany any survey.

I 1like to think that the villagers in the area benefitted
from this mishap because there is a tributary that joins the Tap
Khola at the site and I had done outline designs for a small
suspension bridge over it at the same time. With the spare
cable from the other bridge and the apparatus for construction to
hand it would have been only too simple to construct a second
bridge. The second bridge has been constructed but I have never
discovered whether my wishful thinking was correct.

* ok kx %k X

Extract from a draft trek report:

The cost, subject to detailed cooking, is estimated to be no
more than NCRs 25,000 at current prices.



Now where was the rest of my advance party? Sgt Mohan
jumped out of the landrover. "Good morning Saheb™. Too bright
and breezy, thought I, handing him my kit as I lurched into the
front seat. 6§ o’clock, 1| hour to the airport, just enough time
for a bit of shuteye.

Sgt Mohan and myself strolled casually into Kai Tak
reception and introduced curselves to the advance party from Ist
Bn The Cheshire Regiment H@ Coy plus the Support Elements from
REME and the RAMC. This was it, at last we were off - Fiji here
we come. The flight from Hong Kong to Fiji, via Guam, was by
RAF and up to its normal high standards of beautiful alir
stewardesses, plentiful duty free and first class catering.
Unfortunately good thlngs have to end and 12 hours later we
glided into Nadi International Airport, Fiji. Exercise Coconut
Grove 2/85 had begun.

Each year two company size exercises are run in Fiji.
Engineer participation normally ls in the form of Diver Trainling
on the first exercise followed by a troop project on the second.
This year, however, due to last vear’s hurricanes in Fiji, The
Duke of Edinbrough’s Barracks at Lautoka were not available to
the exercising companies and therefore it was necessary to build
a temporary tented camp to house the exercising personnel.
This was built by 14 QGE tradesmen during the first two weeks of
Ex Coconut Grove 85/1. B Troop 67 Gurkha Field Squadron had
been tasked with maintaining the Camp at Nadi for the Cheshires
and also to build a Community Hall for the village of Natokolau
on the Island of Matuku part of Ex Coconut Grove 85/2.

Over the next four days Sgt Mohan, as SNCO in charge of the
camp malntenance, famillarlsed himself wlth the <camp, I, In
conjunction with 8Sgt Nainabahadur Tamang, met all the people
from the British High Commission, The Rurual Housing Department,
Project Office Eastern Division, The Marine Department and the
Royal Military Fijian Forces who were involved with our project
on Matuku.

88gt Naina had been in Fiji with Ex Coconut Grove 85/1 to
liaise with all the above departments so as to ensure that on B

Troops’s arrival everything was In order. The problem with
Fijian people is that tomorrow means next week or the week after
and therefore continuous monitoring of their progress is
required.

On the 17 July the main body arrived from Hong Kong. The

Troop consisted of Lt(QGO) Upendrabahadur Gurung, SSgt Imanhang



Limbu BEM and 24 other ranks. The plan was to leave 2 men with

Sgt Mohan as the maintenance party and the rest of the troop to
depart to Matuku for 5 weeks to build the Community Hall.

With only one day in Nadi Camp we quickly established that
all our G1098 stores had arrived and prepared ourselves for the
move to Matuku the following day. The journey to Natokolau was
an adventure story in itself but we arrived safely with all the
stores, rations, beer and equipment to complete the project and
to sustain ourselves for 5 weeks on an isolated island in the
middle of nowhere.

On our journey we increased our numbers by 2, having been
joined by 2 Fijian Sappers, both originally from the Island of
Matuku who were to act as interpreters and guides over the
project. These two were to prove most useful and taught us a
great deal about the history and traditions of Fiji.

Matuku is one of the lslands of the Lau Group to the East of
Viti Levu. It is 10 miles sguare and has a population of about
1600 people who live in 7 villages along the shore 1line.
Natokolau has a population of 96, women and children included.
It 1is a very subsistent way of life. However people move to
Viti Levu to work before once again settling in their home
village on retirement.

The project itself was to build a Community Hall. It was a
fairly basic design except that the blockwork walls had vertical
and horizontal vreinforecment running through it which was
integrated into the foundations, floor slab, top and bottom
beams and the columns. The roof was of a timber truss design
with CGI as the roofing material. Although the weather was
generally good it was unpredictable and a few problems over
delivery of materials from the mainland Kept us on our toes
throughout.

The way of life on these islands is very much on a day to
day basis. Apart from major upheavals in the village (like us)
there is very little planning for the future and although this is
a commendable attribute to have it can be very frustrating for
the rest of us. As the weeks progressed people from all the
villages visited us bringing gifts, and most evenings there was
merry making of one culture or another.

The focod on the island was basically fish with the
occasional chicken, pig or gcat. We came to an arrangment with
the women of the village that we would cook breakfast and 1lunch
Wwith compo and for the evening meal they prepared us a meal for

which we gave them compo in return, The women produced some
excellent meals and the troop experienced all kinds of seafood
dishes always washed down with coconut juice. However after 5

weeks of fish everynight all of -us were looking forward to a Big
Mac or equivalent.



Apart from a few supply problems the project progressed
extremely well and we finished 2 days within our 5 week

deadliine. All in all the village people treated us
exceptionally well, accepted us into their lives and gave us
everything we needed. They are a very friendly race.

Our boat arrived on time to <collect wus, carrying our
Regimental 2IC, Major Dermot Stack, who had come to see the
finished article. He seemed wholly impressed but having been
seasick for 18 hours ashore was maybe dampened a little by the
thought of things to come on the return journey.

With everything loaded aboard our ship and having recovered
the concrete mixer out of ! 1/2 metres of sea after a small boat
carrying it had capsized, we said our farewells to our generous
hosts of Natukolau and with the traditional farewell song being
rendered by the villagers from the shoreline we departed Matuku.

The return to Viti Levu was a little rough but the troop
seemed happy at the thought of 10 days R & R. The last 10 days
in Fiji are still a little hazy but trips to Suva, the Sigatoka
Nepali Village and Lautoka, plus a four day cruise around
paradise islands to the West of Fiji made it a very enjoyable way
to finish the exercise and to empty everybody’s pockets of all
their loose change.

However, not all good things can last and leaving half the
troop to dismantle the camp at Nadi the main body departed Fiji
after 2 months for Hong Kong. B Troop have many happy memories
and gifts to remind ourselves of our visit and the friendliness
and generosity of the Fijian people. All of B Troop wish to say
*Venaka Fiji’.
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The huge establishment of BGD Dharan relies wholly upon a
single pipeline, constructed twenty five years ago, for the vast
quantity of water that it requires. The pipeline runs
northwards from the high level tank at the north east corner of
the depot, across the plain of Dharan for about three kilometres,
and gradually climbs wuphill for another six Kilometres to
terminate in the catchment at River Seti. It also incorporates
four intermediate catchments, of which those at rivers Bhalu and
Bange are as essential as Seti for yielding enough water to
suffice the necessity of the depot.

In August 1984 Dharan and the surrounding hills experiences
the heaviest rainfall which has been recorded since fifty years
ago. The continuous heavy vrain consequently disrupted the
pipeline’s uninterrupted service for the past twenty five years
by causing landslips and washing away many sections of the
pipeline. The widths across the slips measured from a mere
twenty metres to almost two hundred metres.

However, only three days after the landslips had occured,
PSA Dharan with over three hundred local labourers had managed to
connect the pipeline and have it operating once again. This
emergency work merely intended replacing new sections of pipes
and hence the fragility of the pipeline still remained exposed to
the threat of new slips. Nothing much or more could have been
contrived until the rainy season finished.

A recce for remedial works was accomplished by Major P R W
Lavies RE, and PSA, under Major A J Stow RE, toiled to produce

designs to stabilise the loose sites. The feasible answer was
gabion walls, and the locals were experienced in its
constructions as the result of the Dharan-Dhankutta Road. The

walls had to be huge; one as gigantic as eighteen metres tall and
thirty metres long.

One other important factor was that the constructions and
other remedial works had to be completed before the next monsoon
season. The rainy season would bring two main disadvantages;
one was the obvious threat of landslips reoccuring, and the other
was that the labourers, being farmers would leave to work in
their fields.

In February 1985, the project was finally offered to a
civilian contract. However the project was to be supervised
continously by the Clerk of Works from PSA. Since PSA had only
one construction Clerk of Works, they were not able to spare him.
Hence QGE was requested to lend a_ SNCO, if not a Clerk of Works,
for the duration of the project to do the supervision.



QGE’s answer was to offer someone who was at the time near

Dharan and on leave. There was only one SNCO who fitted well in
that catagory, and that is how I found myself involved 1in a
project with our own locals in the rural parts of Seti. I

reported at PSA Dharan in the morning of 4 March 1985 and took
over the project.

The project comprised of ten gabion walls; two masonry
walls; a total of two hundred and flfty square metres of boulder
pitching a vast quantity of earthworks, and replanting the

reshaped areas. At Chhepane, where the largest slip had
occured, an estimated twenty thousand cubic metres of earth had
to be cut to repose the steep slope left by the slip. The earth
then had to be moved down to fill the area below the pipeline to
achieve a safe angle of repose. Finally the area had to be
terraced and planted. It required hundreds of men with picks
and shovels to move the mountainous quantity of earth. At

another site there was the largest wall that required over a
thousand cubic metres of gabion work.

The first month, March was spent primarily in importing
materials, accumulating the stones to fill gabion baskets,
weaving the baskets and excavating for the foundations for the
walls. The actual constructions commenced in April, almost late
as the next rainy season was only three months away.

The contract took four months to complete the project. I
had to 1leave at the end of June as my own attachment to PSA
terminated. Later, I heard that a heavy rain in mid July, which

poured continuously for five days, again caused Chhepane to slip.
How «could one actually stop landslides or hold back earth that
just Keeps slipping, I wonder.



1985 has been an excliting year for Tralning Wing. Bowring
Camp and Gordon Hard facllities have been exchanged for a
splendid new bullding which houses all indlvidual training and
education for the Regiment under one vroof. Commitments have
increased to the extent that the 30 or so instructors have taught
some 800 students on 15 different courses during the year.

January saw the arrival of 67 recruits on 38 Training Party.
They proved to be a very spirited bunch and launched themselves
into a busy education programme and the Combat Engineer 3 course

with enthusiasm. An ambitious English teaching programme,
involving most British ranks running conversation periods, proved
valuable. An entertaining final exercise, drafted on a

cigarette packet by Lt Cole during the San Fernando Yacht Race,
was followed by a very good passing out parade.

Meanwhile, the indomitable @MSI Manning marooned himself on
Stonecutter’s Island and set about teachling search sklills to

British and Gurkha ranks from the Fleld Force. Thls almost
ended abruptly when an innocent jogger set off a dummy exploslive
device. The search instructors managed a lucrative Mark S8ix

Lottery win to keep them in pocket for the 4 month period.

By April the move to the new building was complete. There
had been much competition for offlce space amongst status
conscious instructors, and even longer debates about allocation
of our very smart push button telephones. Senlor officers
arrived in droves to view the spectacle and the standard tour
route has become a well trodden path.

In the new bulldling of offlce and classroom facllitles are
superb and the lecture theatre ls unique In Hong Kong. The
major Improvement on our previous lot 1lles 1In the artisan
tralning facllitles whlich we were all keen to explolt. The
first student was Maj Gen Boorman MGBG who attended a 2 day
Bricklaying course. He has been followed by 40 prospective
bricklayers, carpenters, palnters, welders and plumbers, a number
of whom should reach Clty and Guilds standard. An extramural
evening course has attracted several local COs and others Keen to
satisfy the DIY urge.

The middle of the year was a hectic period dominated by the

Fleld Sectlon Commanders Course. Those attendlng lacked recent
field experience but proved how adaptable Gurkha NCOs can be.
Thelr results bode well for the future. Manilal Saheb’s

Fxercise ASARH PANDRA, a combat engineering extravaganza wlll be
remembered fondly by the students.



At the nerve centre matters were far from straightforward.

The Training Officer’s attempts to utilize his newly acqguired
Gurkhali had slowed work output to the extent that the Pahilo
Kura took all day to resolve. Manilal Saheb handed the Asst Trg
offr post over to Kumarsing Saheb whose tennure ended after 5
days when he became the new Manning Officer. His consolation is
that 1{n his new post he might prevent it happening to others.
Surjabahadur Saheb took up the reins with vigour.

In the Autumn we ran the Class | Combat Englneer Course and
a large Ploneer Course for the battalions again involving both

British and Gurkha Soldiers. The visit of Vice President Bush
to Hong Kong Involved QGE search teams and several search
advisers in security measures. QOur searchers are now equally at

home in the plush surroundings of Government House and the drains
of housing estates.

Two Junior Leaders’ Cadres were run this year by Lt Tucker

and Capt Cockerill respectlvely. The 5 week course i3 desligned
to develop and assess leadership potential, using infantry skills
as the teaching vehicle. Despite the inevitable shortages of

training resources both courses covered the mandatory subjects
and incorporated enough of the unexpected to Keep the students off
balance. Field firing at Castle Peak range was included this
year.,

All the instructors and administrators who have worked in
Tralning Wing over the past year must take considerable credit
for their efforts. ‘1986 will be no less challenging, and will
hopefully be as much fun.



BOAT IROOR QGE
BY

Boat Troop, The Queen’s Gurkha Englineers, has recently
undergone a considerable change of role. Now, instead of
providing support to the Border Battalion, Boat Troop supports
the Marine Pollice in their operations in Deep Bay and the western
seaboard.

Formed in 1979 to combat increasing number of Illegal
Immigrants (IIs) attempting to enter Hong Kong across the
maritime border, Boat Troop gradually evolved into a unit of over
fifty trained men operating craft In waters all around Hong Kong.
Eighteen of these men were men from the Infantry Battallons
trained as coxwalins.

Boat Troop maintalned two out of Its three sections of ten
men on the border at all tlimes. These locations were Tsim Bel
Tsui on the western flank and “Tolo” (Yung Shue Au) on the
eastern flank. Men spent one week at each location before
returning for one week at Gordon Hard. Their week back from the
border was spend elther carrylng out repalrs to craft, taking
part In exerclses or undertaking individual tralning, such as
education.

All Boat Troop coxwalns had to pass thelr respectlve
coxwalns courses whether riflemen or sappers. These coxwalns
courses are three weeks long. The aim of the Infantry Coxwalns
Course ls to introduce riflemen to watermanship and traln them to
become competent Gemini (IRC)> and Assault boat (AB MK 1V)
operators. The Engineers Coxwain course aims to qualify
Sappers, already familiar with IRC and AB MK 1V, on the faster
and more temperamental Sea Rlders (SRC) and Rigid Raiders (RRC).
These craft, because of their Increased draft, could only be
operated wlthin the eastern sector where the channels are deeper.

Operators for the troop workhorse - the Combat Support (CSB)
- are qualifled on speclal courses run In Hong Kong and the UK by
British RE Instructors. Handling a CSB in anything but a dead
calm sea requires a consliderable level of skill. Gurkha
Sappers, though extremely keen, are not inclined to be great boat
operators and consliderable practice is required before a man
becomes completely competent. The training post-course includes
travelllng at speed (30 - 40 knots) at nlght on pre-arranged
bearings anywhere within the Hong Kong maritime area. This may
be exciting for the new coxswain, but, 1f he does not concentrate
hard, can be frigtenling for the directling staff.

When deployed on the border operations, Boat Troop Coxswains
are on the look out for IIs, contraband drugs and guns. They
have a Chinese constable aboard each boat to help them deal with



the local flishermen who can be a little verbal in thelr feelings,
to put it mildly! The summer months are times of increased
interest due to the occurences of swimming and rafting IIs.

Boat Troop is presently commanded by Lt N C Moody RE. His
2IC is Lt(aGO) Manilal Thapa. * Boat Troop advises on
watermanship tralnlng throughout the colony. In additlon, Boat

Troop runs the All Arms Boat Handlers Course, which trains other
members of the HK British Forces 'In . the correct handling,
malntenace and appllcation of Assault Boats in unit adventure and
military training. Boat Troop 1is also available at 24 hrs
notice, to provide a platoon 1lift capability anywhere within the
colony inshore marltime area.

Though a speclialist skill, coxswains are rotated through
Boat Troop rapldly. This prevents loss of enthuslasm and
maintains the highest levels of watermanship training within the
fleld squadrons. Troops exercising with Rifle Coys abroad can
therefore be called upon to glve watermanshlip advice and support
in watermanship skills as well as on battle simulations,
demolitions, minefields and defences - the more usual requests.

Though often dlscussed, the future of the QGE Boat Troop
seems assured, so long as the flshermen in Deep Bay continue to
risk carrying their illegal loads In the Interest of profit. By
their hard work, QGE coxswains are making it harder for the
smugglers to do this, and important factor in the crack down on
corruption by the Royal Hong Kong Police. The QGE badge is
likely to be visible on fast moving craft throughout Hong Kong
for many years to come.



MGBG ATTENDS BRICKLAYING COURSE IN TRG WING QGE
BY

SPR KRISHNABAHADUR RAL

It was exciting to be told by the Trg Offr that we would be

teaching Bricklaying to MGBG Saheb. Sgt Sukparsad Gurung and
myself prepared all the necessary tools and materials. On the
17 Apr 85 Maj-Gen D Boorman CB and Sgn Ldr K M Douglas RAF
arrived at Trg Wing for the first day of the course. They were

to become the first students to successfully complete a trade
course at the new QGE Trade Trg Workshops.

Sgt Sukparsad introduced the subject with a brief
description of technical ternms, bricklaylng and types of
materials. He then demonstrated the use of the trowel , which
is more difficult than readers may think. Soon afterwards CBF
saheb and Douglas saheb started their own practical work, and
guickly displayed good skills.

On the second and final day of the course our students
practised pointing and jointing. These essential skills give a
smart appearance and strength to brickwork. CBF saheb
encountered some difficulty at first, but soon produced some
skillful work.

At the end of the course CBF, who had been course senlor and
was also best student, was presented with a pointing trowel by

our Commandant Lt-Col M Gaffney RE. After the presentation we
had a tea party and CBF discussed his bricklaying problenms -with
the instructors. Everybody enjoyed the course and we wish CBF

saheb good luck on his next bricklaying task.

Complaint:

Chicken necks and bums are being found in the chicken curry.
can this be avolided?

Reply:

Usually we don’t mix them but we will look after this.



During the Summer of 1985 I took a section of QGE Tradesmen
from 70 Sp Sgn and 67 Gurkha Field Sgn QGE to Fiji to construct
a Base camp for troops from 1/7 GR and I CHESHIRES exercising in
Fiji. The exercise was called Coconut Grove 85. The following
are extracts from my diary.

Staggered into the office after doing BFT, passed 1t OK but
having great difficulty In focusing. (Discovered I had left my
glasses In the shower). Army Dog Unit pound inmates seem to be
more ferocious than usual (either hungry or one of the bitches
is on heat). Summoned next door to the Boss’s office. Asked
"Do I want to go to Fiji?" (Daft gquestion!) Answer
cautiously. "Would I ever 1!'" After agreeing, realise there are
three problems. First where is Fiji? Second what do I have to
do there? Third how do I tell the wife.

Spent weekend 1looklng for an atlas, told wife, she was
delighted and said she would go home for duration of deployment
to FIJi to vislt her mother, (sigh more expense). Found atlas
in the back of my Ah Lee diary. Now Know where I am going.
The job? To build a temporary camp that will last 6 months.
Recce has already taken place Res Tp Comd Dave Gibson is going as
ex Admin Officer. Construction Party will consist of myself, Q
Whiting, Q Gardner, 8SSgt Naina, Cpl Uday and six sappers (one
electrician, one chippy, one bricky and three combat engineers).
The job consists of constructing three CGI shelters <(coockhouse,
showers and latrines) water tower and planning and supervising
the layout of the camp which Is to be at Nadi Alrport Fijli. Q
Whiting and Cpl Uday already well ahead in the planning. For
the temporary shelters they are using a Field manual from 1943!
The shelters will be prefabrlicated In Hong Kong at 70 Sqn Wksps.
They will be c¢lad in CGI purchased in Fiji. The water tower
will be scaffolding and Bailey chesses (see REPB) with a CGI tank
built in Fiji. Power supply to the camp will be via Fleld
lighting kit. All stores equipment and tools to be shipped out
in a container. Construction Team will deploy with the advance
party of first company to exercise. Problen. There are two
alternatives for camp site no agreement yet reached as to which
will be used. (Hope it’s Nadi all the plans have been made for
it). It is now obvious that pre-advance party ls needed. The
camp has to be completed within 10 days all stores must be
prepositioned on site if the job iIs to be completed on tinme.



Phone call late yesterday pm to say container arriving for

packing tommorow. (Lots notice as usual.) Fortunately the
prefabricaated shelters are complete. Fantastic job by
workshops. Decided that we needed a couple of step ladders.

ASU were most helpful borrowed SAMS’s bike and collected them
mnyself.

Arrived Fiji 0245 no problems with customs etc. Hire car
was waiting, drove to Hotel, discovered room had been cancelled
by HGBF (gee thanks fellas). Put oen "I’m .lost, tired and
lonely” look. Room gquickly found at cheap rate, went to bed
after large brandy, woke up at midday. Had lunch and went on
Recce. Looked at Camp site then went to find Lautoka where
most of our supplies will come from. Pleasant evening in hotel,
people incredibly friendly (the men can afford to be they are
massive and muscle bound) had dinner with Deputy Police
Commissioner of Fiji. (Nice man for a policeman.) Went to bed
feeling rather old having imbibed local beer and traditional
drink called Karva.

First day of business. Had meeting with Fiji Federal
Aviation Authority Chief executive Mr. Joe Koritamanu. He has
made the Airport manager responsible for looKing after me. Bill
Waka the manager is a man after my own heart. Rugby fanatic,
very willing to help, finds amusement in every problem and spends
his time laughing at life. The accommodation arranged for the
advance party by the Recce Team has been demolished by a
hurricane ( Bill Waka nearly dies laughing, insists on producing

more Karva and beer at 10 am). We go hunting for new
accommodation, problem is quickly solved. Have meeting with
Bill and WKsp manager to arrange servicing facilities for
vehicle. (More Karva.) Meet postal people, arrange for

telephone and get things ready for Postal NCO when he arrives.
See local electricity people and arrange for power take off.
Water will be supplied from fire Hydrant therefore visited Fire
Chief. (Had Karva at each visit, it’s non alchololic but I
believe mildly narcotic. My mouth is numb and I am sure I’m
speaking gibberish. (May be that’s why Bill keeps laughing.)
PM: went to Lautoku to aarrange for delivery of CGI, construction
of water tank. Met Local Fijian Forces with New Zealand
training teanm. Arranged for container of kit to be delivered.
Discovered the two containers from Hong Kong were in Suva, 230
miles away. Told shipping agent he had got it wrong and asked
them to be moved. Had dinner with local hotel manager. Went
to bed feeling old again.



Containers delivered to Nadi Airport. Have been allowed to
put them inside Airport security fence. Next door to 1local
airline shack. (They used to have an office till a hurricane
destroyed 1it, their hanger and four of their aircraft.) Met
Meat, Vegetable and Bread suppliers for Admin Officer to set up
meeting for Admin Officer when he arrives. This evening walked
into bar and met Commander of Fiji Armed Forces and Deputy Police
Commissioner for drinks and dinner. .Were joined by Joe
Koritamana. It’s just as well those three are good friends, the
insults they trade are viclous. (Went to bed feellng old
again.)

Drove to the capital of Fiji, Suva to meet Deputy British
High Commissioner. Dr. Rod Pullen Is a very helpful nman.
He is a bit worried about the arrangements for the BAmmunition
coming out with the advance party. (He’s worried! Who said
anything about Ammo?) Went to Fiji Armed Forces Headquarters
where our exercise vehicles, 3 Landrovers and two 4 tonners are.
Two 4 tonners and | rover are runners. Get 1llst of spares fron
HQBF for spares and one or two questions about Ammo.

No reply to Signal from HQRF. Have had meeting with Bill
Waka and heads of Depts of the Airport. Have made arrangements
for arrival of Advance Party on Sunday night, got Ammo storage
sorted out, customs are happy, local police will guard it. PM:
Met with local Fijian Force Commander to arrange fatigue party on
Sunday to help unload one of the containers.

0030 hrs. Awaiting aircraft in airport services office.
Drinking coffee (not Karva thank god!). Aircraft due in 10
mins. Watched wild dogs being chased off runways. Arrival
went smoothly. Alrcraft stopped, men off less crew on coach,
away to accommodation. Luggage moved to Camp Site. @ Whiting
Zealous and wanting to start setting out in the pitch dark. Q

Gardner looking strained and haggard because he was not allowed
to smoke on the plane. Ammo left behind in Hong Kong (I don’t
believe it!) O Group held in my hotel room (In between sandwiches
coffee and showers). Got to bed at 4 am. Ex Commander Kipping
on coach. 0900 hrs. Breakfast over started setting out camp
with Q@ Whiting. SS8gt Willlam REME has just begun inspectlng the
vehicle delivered by Fiji Army yesterday (He is not a happy
Teddy). The FAMTO store does not seem to exist and the spares I
telex’d for were not sent. (Ah well what’s new). The contalners
are being unloaded very fast. PM: Took Capt Gibson to Lautoka
to set up delivery of rations. (He can drink the karva from now



on). @ Whiting and @ Gardner and already supervising construction.
Staff Naina is showing theinfantry how to put up tents. The locals
are bemused. Went back to hotel for last night. (God a tent is
going to be helll!)

Left hotel paid bill. (Couldn’t stay here on my own
resources!) Moved into 9 x 9 tent ans sorted out Kit. Checked
that the work was going well (It was) started visiting tour
companies etc to arrange R & R for the boys. Cookhouse completed
today arranged for delivery of gas. Fire brigade showed up
supplied kit for water. (Camp now has water supply). Phone
arrived. Electricity now available.

Drove to Suva again for Ex Commander to meet High
Commissioner. We then went to HQ of Fijl Armed Forces. Met
Deputy Commander. Started arrangements for Staff Naina to visit

Matuka, an island 100 miles of mainland Fiji, for 67 Sgn project
recce. (Could be interesting). The car is beginning to find its

own way Suva. Got back mid afternoon. Q@ Whiting and Team are
cracking on with the job. The water tower is already completed
just awalting tank. & Whiting’s biggest complalnt Is the state of
his shorts). Visited hotel with team tonight. Went to bed

feeling old again.

Water tank arrived. We parbuckled !t up onto the tower
lashed it down and started to fill it. Decided that I had better
be on top filling it up. (Just to show faith in the Designl). @
Whiting and Gardner set me up. Said I must leave a foot of space

at the top to allow for expansion. My revenge will be well
planned. All the structures are up and are now being clad. The
tents are going fast. We should be finished ahead of time.

Set off atcrack of dawn with a tour operator and publicity
manager of hotel chalin to visit outlying lsland for a day’s R and
R. & Gardner came too. An hour long journey to the island on
very comfortable ferry live music all the way. A day of sailing,
wind surfing, drinking, eating, water ski-ing and fishing. Got
back well rested, lnebrliated and went to bed feellng old.

Easy day for the Boys, Jjust tidying up, camp finished. Went
to Suva to liase with Local Government Officer of Matuka project,
about Recce for Staff Naina. All seems to be OK. Staff Nalna
stayed behind to carry on the motion.



Camp immaculated. Has been photographed from the air. Have
named camp Sunflower City. It will be opened by Joe Koritamano
tonight at B-B-@Q. Met airport official to arrange arrival of
main party aircraft tomorrow.

Went Local Shopping. @ Gardner and @ Whiting came too.
They had argument with Local Indian Shopkeeper. Poor man was so
confused he charged me the price for one item and gave me two
(who was I to argue). Big Farewell Party thrown by locals that
I’ve met. Got very blitzed. (Wrote camp maintenance orders
after it).

Handed over camp to Admin Offlicer as going concern. Very
pleased with the men. Fantastic job done in only 6 days. The
local people have been exceptionally friendly and helpful
especially Bill Waka. @ Whiting and Q Gardner have, with Cpl
Uday, given a great demonstration of sapper skills leadership and
ingenuity. Bill Waka insisted on having fare-well party before
departure in the VIP Lounge. (RAF got twitchy when we were a bit
late for the plane.) Stopped at US Airbase, Guan. One of the
Yank Service men started to take the micky out of the boys. One
of his friends recognised them as Gurkhas and they suddenly
became strangely guiet and respectful.

It’s all over, back home, office tomorrow, dammed ADU Dogs
again.



“Hello!"

“Good Morning! Could I speak to the 0OC please?”
“"Yes, may I ask who is speaking?”

"Flight Lieutenant Mitchell."

"I am sorry ..... who?*"

"The Doctor.”

“Oh! Hello Doctor Saheb, I’l1 put you through now.”

I"ve been with the Queen’s Gurkha Engineers about two years
now as the RMO and the “Flight Lieutenant” bit is still too much

for some! Quite why an RAF Medlical QOfflcer spends two years ln
Hong Kong working with QGE is something I’m only prepared to
discuss in the bar, but, no matter. I am here and they’ve had

to put up with me!

When I first arrived in my RAF "blues" the other officers
wasted no time before telling me that I should wear a green
pullover or captaln’s pips to blend in better with the scenery.
In the summer, however, there were many envious looks at my
shorts (or was it my legs) and later I knew I was winning when
the army started wearing the same colour K D!

Looking after Gurkhas is obviously quite different from
looking after pllots - there isn’t all that much in the way of
tuberculosis, leprosy, malaria and worms on an average RAF
station. Nelther had I ever dealt with the problems of a
patient who had had a curse put on him. He ended up going back
to Nepal to find some stronger witchcraft.

The families clinics are, however, basically no different
as new families "from the hills" adapt very quickly to their near
environment and soon learn to make full use of the medlcal

services available. However, they do differ in one important
way as they carry on consulting witchdoctors often seelng one
before they see nme. I often get told what the wltchdoctor

thinks 1s the problem as well as what he thinks I should do.
In a way, though, this isn’t all that different from the British
patients as they all come and tell me what thelr women’s
magazines say I should be doing!

I soon dlscovered that I too have mystlcal powers, wlth the
main tools of thls trade being stethescope and the Xray. The
latter 1is seen as a cure-all for the many diverse and vague
symptoms, whlilst the use of the former makes asplirins work much
faster. There must be some deep significance in the ritual of
getting undressed and having your chest listened to!

My time with QGE has beeﬁ very enjoyable and I have
certainly been made to feel very much a part of the regiment with



full membership of the Mess and even a secondary duty (OIC
Tennis) to keep me busy. I will always look back with pleasure
on this very different period of my 1life and will enjoy Keeping
In touch through the QGE Assoclation.

X %k ok %k %

Extract from Minutes of a Messing Meeting ..... + or Pub notice
board?
Some must-have-beer-before-supper members turn up with can

beer, most of them a few minutes before closing time, and having
finished thelr meal and beer, they leave empty cans on the table.
This must not happen in future!



(A Despatch from Capt David Francis in PNG on Ex THARO SATHI)
ELO DER,

1. MI AN DE BOIS FRO DE KWINS GOORKHA INGINEERS AN JUS BAK FRO
AN AET WEAK HEXERSAIS IN DE SAUTH PASIFIC. WAIL WI WAS DER WI
WAS LIVIN 1IN POT MOSBI DE KAPITOL O PAPA NIEU GINNNI.

2. WAIL WI WAS DAWN DER WI DON LOTSA TINGS. WI BLEW TO BITS
HEAPS O TRIS WAT WAS BLOCKIN DE GOLDI RIVA. NOT 80 ISI A8 IT
SONDS, ON AKAUNTO DER WAS LOTSA PUKS - IN .DIS RIVA. MANI TAIMS
WI NIDED TO WAYD IN DE RIVA TO LOKATE DE CHAGES. AL FOLKS
RAIND ABOT DON KUM TO SI DE HEXSPLOSHONS. DEY AL GIVIN A BIG
CHEAR WEN DI TRIS BLOIN UP.

3. MIN WAIL AL DESE BANGS GOIN OF, DE UDDER TOO SEKSHONS WAS
WOKIN ON BILDIN A SMAL HAUS AN KONSTRUKTIN KULVERTS FO A NIU
RODIN DE EAST. AL TAIM FO TASKS ABAT TEN DAIS. DEN IT WAS
HAPI TAIM IN PNG, DE TENTH INDEPENDENS SELEBRASHONS OKURIN. NO
WOK BIN DON ANIWER BY ANIBODI. LOTSA FOLKS DANSIN AN SINGIN.
GILS NO WARIN MANI KLOSE, MI TINKIN DEY AL GETIN TO HOT WID AL
DISE HANSOM GOORKHA FELAS AL STANDIN ROUND. PLENTI BIA GOIN DAN
DE NEK.

4. AFTA DE PATI WAS OVA WI WAS AL BAK TO WOK. DES TAIM WE
MAKIN A HASALT C0SS FO DE PNG TRAYNIN DEPO AT GOLDI RIVA. MI
AND DE BOIS TINKIN DIS GOIN TO BI A QM’S NAITMAIR DE BEIN MANI
SHAP EJES AN TINGS. o

5. BAK IN POT MOSBI HABA DE DAVAS WOKIN WID DE LOKAL EOD NAVI.

DEY MAKIN LOTSA HOLS 1IN AN OL RIEF. DIS RIEF BIN GIVIN DE
HARBA MASTA BIG TRUBL. AT LO TAID PLENTI SIPS GOIN STUK ON IT.
DE DAVAS FAINALI BLOIN DE RIEF TO LIKLIK BITS WID DE PLASTIK
HEXPLOSIV. LOSSTA DED FIS SO LOKALS AL WAS HAPI. RIEF AL GON
SO HARBA MASTA HAPI TEDI TQO.

6. AFTA AL DE WOK WAS FINIS WI TRAVALD UP TO MAUNT HAGEN IN DE
SENTRAL. HILANDS FO SOME ADVENCHA TRANIN. DIS PLAS WER DE POP
BEAN SO LOTSA FOLKS WARIN "T~ SHIRTS WID "MI LAKIM POP" RITIN ON
DEM, WI KLAIMD A LOKAL MAUNTIN AN SWAM DOUN DE WHAGI RIVA FO A
BIT ON "GUMMIS" (LORI TIA INA TUBS). AL GUD FUN FO DE BOIS.

7. BAK IN POT MOSBI WI GAV AL AR FRENS A MITY BIG WAZ-UP AS
TANKS FO OL DER HELPIN US DURIN AR STAI. DE EAFOSMEN TURNIN UP
WID DER HURKULIS ABAT WON WEAK LAIT (SURPIS, SURPRIS). WI AL
PAILD ONBOD WID AL AR SOOVINEARS AN TINGS. BAK JUS IN TAIM FO
KALARATRI.

8. SO ALNAL A GUD HEXERCAIS BUT WID SOM BAD MOMENTS AT DE END

PARADIZ: A GREAT PLAICE.



WATERY NEPAL TRAVELS

Amrang is a village in East Nepal. It is cradled half way
down a deep valley with the majestic Himalayan mountaln range
only fifty miles away to the North.

Amrang was my destination as I left the road head at Hille
with my guide and porters for the six day trek to the village.
The monsoon rains which should have ended some weeks before still
beset wus as we made ready to begln our trek. The ralns had
flooded the trail and made it treacherous causing great
difficulty for myself and my guide but more so for the porters
who, barefoot, had to negotiate the trall carrying foed and
supplies in large wicker baskets.

The trall 1is a main tradlng route and we pass through
heavily populated areas. As we follow the trail north we are
greeted by the children with ‘Namaste’ or 'Good morning’ as they
stare 1n curlosity at the passing strangers. There are many
tea houses along the way, open fronted huts wlth makeshift
benches. The water 1s bolled over a clay oven In the form of a
rounded mound on the clay floor of the hut then poured through a
strainer of tea into a glass contalining sugar and buffalo milk.
We stop to cook our meal in one of the houses. In the early
afternoon we carefully descend from 3000 feet down a steep rocky
escarpment to the river Arun who’s banks we will follow for one
and a half days. The descent |s hard on the legs and knees and
I am relieved to reach the even ground along the river bank.
The river is in flood, swollen by the monsoon rains, the water
rushing down to the plains in India.

Day two and we rise early, it is still raining as we
continue to splash our way north followling the rlver’s course
Our route Is more gentle now, only a few small climbs and

descents. The trail lays across a fast flowing strean. The
water is thigh deep and the current is far stronger than I had
anticipated. I am almost pushed over by the force of the water
but fortunately my guide reacts qgulickly to save me from what
might have been a dangerous situatlon. On reaching the far bank
we realise there is a suspension bridge a few hundred metres up
stream, It 1is still raining. The porters do more than |is

expected of them, as well as carrying the focd and equipment they
pitch and strike the tents, buy and prepare the food, attend to
my laundry and boil water for washing and shaving. We stop for
tea and hunch over the fire in the light rain.

Day three and we set off at daybreak and leave the river
Arun behind to begin our ascent out of the valley. We reach
Tuml Ingtar 2200 feet above sea level,. The raln now
intermittent. The hllls are stlll covered In thick mist and



cloud obscuring any views we may have had of the mountains. We
meet a party of Germans en-route to the Makalu base camp. They
are the 1last Europeans I see for 10 days. The trail fronm
Tuml ingtar s flat for the best part of the mornlng then we
start to climb again still north towards Kadbarl. We are joined
by people going to market, mostly bowed under their loads which
include fruit, vegetables and other goods to sell In the market
place. We camp by the Gurkha Welfare Centre which gives us a
chance to shower and dry out. We replenish cur supplies as we
know food wlill be scarce further on.

To~-day we continue to climb, the rain has stopped but we are
stlll beset by heavy cloud. The trall leads upwards through a
thick forest of pine trees and rhododendron. The weather begins
to cool as we gain altitude the air is crisp and clear. At one
of the nmany resting places which punctuate the trail we meet a
man with only one good eye carrying a very old and sick looking

man in a basket. They are heading for a medical ald statlon one
days walk away. Broad steps have, over the years, been worn
into the mountain path and help to ease our climb. We catch up
with an old woman, basket on back, singing loudly. She shows

great interest in our binoculars and maps as do all the people we
meet in the hills.

There are fewer settlements now, the path goes along a
mountain ridge with steep valleys on either side too steep for
farming. We see huge water falls sometimes four or flve at
once, during the morning we hear in the distance the rumble of a
landslide. At the top of one particularly steep climb there is
a large prayer wall of heavy stones some of which are freshly
painted in red and yellow. From tall bamboo poles tethered
prayer flags fly in the wind. After 10 hours on the trail we
make camp. During the night I am woken by the most vioclent
storm I have every experlenced. I draw back the tent flaps to
see the sky lit up time and again by streaks of lightning. The
accompanying thunder is deafening it seems as if the tent is
engul fed within the storms centre. The followling morning I am
woken by my guide, he urges me to leave the tent guickly. The
skies are clear and blue and there, so close that it seems I can
almost touch them, are the Himalayas. The grim looking bulk of
Makalu, to the north, the pyramid of Everest swims in a sea of
silver <cloud. My first sight of the mountains is a moment to
treasure. We have tea and move north east the day contlnues
clear and bright and we enjoy uninterrupted views of the
mountains until early afternoon when once more the clouds mask
their beauty. We camp early to dry our belonglngs stlll wet
from the previous nights storm.

Day six and we are within half a days walk of our objective.
Again we have spectacular views of the Himalayas and take full
advantage of every opportunity to pause and admire the view. In
the early afternoon we begln our descent down the steep path that
leads to Amrang. It takes over an hour to reach the outskirts



of the village where we are met by some of the villagers and the
head man.

Queen’s Gurkha Engineers duty trekers visit Nepal teo carry

out engineer tasks on behalf of the Gurkha Welfare Trust. I had
come to Amrang to conduct a survey for a potable water supply
system. Now as I have had very little experience in this

particular field and what little I possessed was gained longer
ago than I «care to remember I had a considerable amount of
learning to do before I set foot in Nepal. New terms had to be
learnt and understood, hydraulic grid lines, frictional headloss
factors, flow velocity and residual head to name but a few. I
even became familiar with somebody called Bernoulli and his
equation. Use of that vital plece of equipment, the Abney
level, had to be revised and the many factors both technical and
human determine 1if a project 1is to be feasible had to be
thoroughly understood.

Like many people in Nepal the villagers of Amrang are mainly
subsistence farmers. Theirs 1s a hard life and much tlme ls

taken each day fetching and carrying the water for their daily
needs.

It is mainly due to an enterprising ex - Gurkha Warrant
Officer who had served with 1/7 G.R. that the village of Amrang
will hopefully have its water on tap within a few vyears. He

knew that the Gurkha Welfare Trust assisted with the installation
of water supply systems to villages in which ex-Gurkhas 1lived.
He had applied to the Trust two years previous to my arrival.

Before I began the survey I held a meeting with the
villagers to make sure they thoroughly wunderstood what the
installation of the supply would involve. I explained the
amount of work they would be required to wundertake and the
materials they would have to provide. I had to be sure that
the villagers were enthusiastic about the project and would work
together to bring it to fruition. The next stage was to
determine the population of the village and to visit the proposed
water source to ensure it was sufficient to provide for the daily
needs of the village. This done the survey could begin.

The topographic survey of the proposed plpelline was carried
out using and Abney Level, a Prismatic Compass and a tape
measure.

The first 1500 metres of the ©route lay down a steep
mountainside covered by thick virgin jungle. Every foot had to
be cleared by the villagers. The jungle was alive with leeches
and constant checks were necessary to discover and dislodge thenm.
At one stop I removed 21 leeches from one boot.

The foliage cut by the villagers formed a covering over the
rock and boulder strewn jungle £loor which made progress both
slow, difficult and dangerous. On a number of occasions I lost
my footing and almost fell down the steep jungle side. It was a



great relief when after a day and a half in the jungle we emerged
onto the clear hillside. Speed of progress increased and the
survey was concluded on the 3rd day. I would write my report
on my return to Hong Kong.

It was memorable experience but it does 1leave me with
something of a problem though: Where on earth am I golng for my
next trip?



After quite a long time spending on office works at last I
got the chance to partliclpate In adventure tralning at Ping Chau.
It started on 23rd November when our A Tp Comd arranged to depart

for the 4 days training. After finishing our kit check and
loading bags on to the 4 tonners we departed at 0900 hrs fron
Perowne Canp. It was really very exclting when I thought about

the island which was, I saw on a map, very far from this crowded
environment.

On our arrival at Wong Shek Pler we agaln loaded our klts to
RPL and had our breakfast there and headed for the lsland. Four
long hours’travel by sea was quite a new experience for us,
especlally new comers to Hong Kong.

We were altogether 40 personnel on board including our Sqgn
OC Major J F Wheeley RE, A Tp Comd Lt M A Freeman RE and Tp SSgt
Nalnabahadur Tamang. We reached there almost late, at
4.0’clock. We saw a vast fresh beach with nowhere any presence
of men after opening the gate of the RPL. With so many
anxleties on mind we unloaded our kit and started carryling It up
to the camp site. It was nearly 200 metres from the beach so we
finlshed carrying them withln an hour.

On the evening of that day our Tp SSgt Nainabahadur Tamang
gave us a brlef lecture about the trg and the administratlon and
told us to partlcipate in events of our own cholce.

Well, in the whole period we enjoyed windsurfing, canoeing,

snorkling and orienteering. Especially I loved windsurfing
because It was a new sport for nme. It was really fascinatling
when we first started learning windsurfing. After so many times
falling Into the water we learned Just to stand it, On the last
day of our staying there we took part in orienteering. Where we
were divided into pairs. Everyone of started running here and
there to find out the check points around the island. At last,

2 hrs. later, we gathered into the camp.

About 4.0’clock we departed from there to our camp by RPL.

With full memories and experiences we entered into the camp.
It was reaaly very worthwhile training for wus, especlally for
sappers, to have the chance for recreation. We , the

participants, would 1like to thank our Sgn OC and Tp Comd for
their kKind support for teaching us all the watersports.



BY
SPR BHARATSING BURA

During the Christmas holiday 67 Sqgn personnel visited China
on 26 and 27 Dec 85. We were divided into two groups. Qur
trip was the first one on 26 Dec.

In the early morning of that day a tourist coach came into

our camp to pick us up. Then we left at 0630 hrs to get a
hydrofoil from Kowloon. We must be lucky because we got a
chance to see also Macau within the same travelling charge of
$400.00 each. It was the first time for most of us and only a

very few o0ld guys had been in Macau before this, but none of us
had been to China yet.

We arrived at Macau pier at about 0930 hrs and passed the
Macau Immigratlon. We were met by a Chinese guide, a 25 year
old girl, then got on a speclal Chinese tourist coach. When we
were ready to cross the Chinese border she instructed us briefly
something about Chinese Immigration. At that time we were a bit
worried about how the Chinese Red Army soldlers would react to
us. But they did not cause us any problenms. Their treatment
of us was the same as for other civilian tourists.

After we passed through the border our tour started in

Zhonjshan country. Our guide was really flt for us. She was
reliable, frank, talented nature and also expert in an
international language which we could understand easily. We had

not expected to find this in such a country where the population
is so inward looking.

During our travelling from time to time we were entertained
by her and our Lt (AGO) Dilkumar saheb. An interesting thlng
she told us was that they used to eat live monKey’s brain to make
them brainy and then questioned us, "Do you get monkeys in your
country and do you eat them?" Then Dilkumar saheb replied her
“Yes there are lots of monkeys and they harm our harvest but we
don’t kill and eat them because we think it will make wus «climb
trees instead of making us more brainy." We all laughed
listening to their joke. During the whole day they both gave us
much enjoyment.

On the way once we were deceived by her. She told us,
pointing to a small wall on the right side of us, that it was the
Great Wall of China. A few guys believed it but most of us were
not convinced that it would be here,. Then she told us, "I am
very sorry it is not the Great Wall of China but 1t |is
constructed the same way as that wall." She wore a yellow tee
shirt patched with the drawing “Great Wall of China" on her
chest. Some of my friends had already asked her how to get a
tee shirt like it, and this prompted her to try and trick us.



Our flrst phase of the visit was in a free market and one of
the Kindergardens to see the children and how they are brought up
in the Republic of China. Then we went a famous restaurant to
have our lunch. It was a dellcious Chinese lunch (Cantonese
style). After lunch we spent sometime in there to purchase some
souvenirs and handicrafts made by local artists. We moved again
for the third phase of programme to visit a historlical place
where the famous hero Dr Sun Yet Sen *Founder of China’, was

born. We had also a bit of time to have a cup of chinese tea in
Dr Sun’s former resldence and vislited his memorlal, middle school
and library. We took many photos for souvenirs of our one day
China tour. It was the most important visit of our tour.

Before this time we had heard only his name and hls deeds for
China through some history books.

OQur last visit was to the country side. On the way, our
guide showed us a very beautiful garden in a place which was the
memorial place for the Chinese soldiers who fought agalnst

Japanese in World War 1. Then we reached a small village and
walked around for about half an hour. People seemed very
simple. Many villagers were busy on their farms. Streets were

very small but clean and tidy and the village was very qulet,
We did not feel that the people were noisy like Hong Kong Chinese
people. In the middle of the village we saw a gathering of
about 25 young glrls in a hall who had keen weaving the flowers.
We stopped there and were interested in taking their photos, but
they did not give us satisfactory chance to do so. They all
faced down timidly such as our Nepalise young girls (Tarunies).
Our guide requested them to look up but they were still shy.
Any how we took their photos. We felt, all life style of the
country slde s similar to our villages in Nepal. It was a very
pleasurable end to our tour on this fine day.

Afterwards we came back to Macau at 1500 hrs to <catch the
jetfoil for Kowloon. We enjoyed very much our tour on this day.
It was 1like a breath of fresh air after so long in Hong Kong.
Some poor soldiers who have been staylng only within Hong Kong
like frogs in a deep well, they really thought themselves lucky
to have this kind of opportunity that they won’t forget. Many
thanks to our QGOs who kindly arranged the special tour for us.



D Troop from 68 Sgn QGE departed Hong Kong on 27 Aug 85 for
Papua New Guinea commanded by Captain D C Francis RE and Lt(QGO)

Birbahadur Limbu. With many committments this year’s overseas
exercises was considerably shorter than usual. Though most of
us were loocking ahead to such a new place. The journey was by

an RAF aircraft, the C130 Hercules, through Brunei via Wewak to
Port Moresby, the capital of the country.

The officers and a number of soldiers from PNG Defence Force
welcomed us at the Airport and took us to Murray Barracks. We
then visited the places around in the Port Moresby area. Also
the Regimental Sergeant Major did not forget to brief us that the
limit of 12.00 o’clock at night was the dead line to get in fronm
the outside, otherwise the police would catch us as the curfew
was being applied in the capital city. We had to be back by
10.30 pm anyvay.

As the proposed tasks were briefed by Defence Force
Commander, our Troop was split into three groups. No | Section
was sent to Siri-Siri to join with the PNGDF Englneer Battalion
in a three-years road project. No 2 Sect was detailed to clear
up the number of dead trees and stumps across the Goldie River
made by seasonal floods during the rainy weather. No 3 Sect was
detailed to build an Ammunition Guard’s Hut. Although the
direct heat of sun on our heads and strong river current didn’t
help us to work properly we managed to divide our worK in several
groups to make it easier. Within two weeks, No 2 Sect cleared
all the dead trees and stumps across the river and No 3 Sect
erected a small but beautiful hut, before No | Section returned
to Murray Barracks.

13th to 17 Sep was PNG’s 10 Anniversary Day which was

celebrated all over the country. There were various activities
carried out in the country such as traditional dance and cultural
shows etc. We also took part in their celebration on 14 Sep

which was 20 kilometres walk for Cancer Research that was a
*Sapper Walk”’.

After No 1| Sect, No 2 and 3 also visited the Siri-Siri
project in turn for one week while at Goldle River Barracks,
Assault Cource Obstacles were being made. After finishing all
sorts of small projects, we managed to go for adventure training
to Mt. Hagen where the biggest tea plantations in PNG were
located.

On the 5 Oct 85 we left for Mt. Hagen. One and a half
journey by an Army Aircraft DC 3 te Lae was normal. But eleven
hours from Lae to Mt. Hagen by truck was really cold but



enjoyable, In Mt. Hagen we met some Nepalese frlends who have
been working there for about 7 or 8 years as Tea Estate manager.
We were all welcomed by our Nepalese friends and friendly people
of Mt. Hagen. We spent 5 days in Mt. Hagen, visiting all the
Tea Estates and enjoyed rafting, hill climbing and National
Parks. ‘

We were supposed to come back to Hong Kong on 15 0Oct, so
after returning from Mt. Hagen we stayed in barracks preparing to
get back to Hong Kong. On 14 Oct we got a message about
Hercules break down in Singapore. So we had to stay for a few
more days. While staying in PNG for a few more days, we decided
to complete our small project in Goldie River Barracks which was
about three hours work for a section. So on 16 Oct we moved for
that project from Murray Barracks at about 0830 hrs with 5 bags
of cement, required stores and a container of tea and water.
But unfortunately while it was about two or three Kkilometres to
reach our project site, we had an accident. In this accident
three of our dear friends died.

After enjoying so much in PNG we lost three of our friends.
At last on 21 Oct we returned to Hong Kong with sad faces and
bad news to tell here in Hong Kong.









