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EDITORIAL

Could this be the edition in which we finally
achieve illustrations? I must explain that at the
time of writing the editorial I am unaware of the
final outcome of our efforts, because the production
side is done at the RSME., Certainly I am short of
suitable photographs to try out, though David
Corsellis has promised to see if he can come up with
anything suitable, and Jane has agreed to give us
some art work if time permits. Both of course depend
on events subsequent to my part in the operation =o
I look forward to reading the publication with more
than usual editorial interest,

Again we have had a good quality of material from
the Regiment, much of it from GOR which is a good
sign of the times, Unfortunately I have had to cut
back on some because reports on Exercise This and
That tend to become military reports of some
turgiditys Articles most likely to appeal are those
dealing with the less mundane side of military life
and those of wider interest, I would ask all
members of QGE, both past and present, to try their
hand at any subject and send it to me for
publication, For instance, items dealing with what
you have done since leaving the Regiment (and the
Army) would be very welcome, (I can ignore John
Getley quoting Dr. Johnson at me, "Only a fool
writes for no reward.")

In the body of the newsletter you will find a worried
comment from the author of "An Engineers Tale", which
we published at his request. However the present
editorial policy is that our 'parish magazine! is
entirely for our own consumption and is no business

of the outside world so he has no need to worry. You
will notice also that despite the authors permission

to do so I have not altered the title of John Edwards?
excellent article, Publish and be dammed$?
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REGIMENTAL NEWSLETTER

The highlight of the last six months was, without
a doubt, the visit, in October, of the Colonel of
the Regiment. We were all delighted that General
Hugh was able to come to see us again this year
and especially so that the visit could be at
Dashera.

The time of arrival of the RAF VC10 was in
question up until the last moment. But such
things are designed to test adjutants and Colin
Peebles coped admirablys In the event, the
aircraft touched down at Kai Tak slightly earlier
than the seventh (?) revised ETA, catching the
Commandant on the hopd - I was trying to get the
best of both worlds; I had started at the QGOs
Mess before helicoptering to Kai Tak to bring the
General back for the tail end of that tradionally
splendid Dashera session with the Sahebs,

General Hugh's programme was very full as he had
40 leave earlier than planned on business in
Malaysia and America. He attended all the main
Dashera functions including a splendid Kalaratrij
such was the demand for requests at the end of an
excellent evening that it was 3445 am before the
@I indicated that it was time for the Colonel and
Commandant to take the stage! Dashera apart, the
General was given a helicopter tour of recent
projects, was wined and dined on seemingly every
possible occasion, was interviewed by BFBS,
played golf and even found time %o go shopping,
This last event didn't quite go like clockwork as
the General and Philip Cook, his guide, ended up
pushing the CBF!s very heavy staff car through the
streets of Wan Chail All too soon the visit drew
to a close. After a triple lunch—time session at
the British Officers! Mess, British Seniors?! Mess

and a final farewell at the QGOs?' Mess, General



Hugh boarded his helicopter for the fir'st stage of
his journey home., We all look forward to his next
visit,

But, to the meat of the newsletter! Both squadrons
completed their annual re=training in the six-month
periodes 67 Squadron were lucky to go on a six-week
trip to Brunei where they concentrated on infantry
Jungle training. I visited Philip Cook and his men
there and was most encouraged to see how well our
sappers switch roles and make first class infantrymen
when given the chance., Back in Hong Kong, Mike
Gaffney with 68 Squadron worked hard to fit in all
the various aspects of combat engineer, IS and
infantry training into a very tight training period.
This year saw us make the switch to0 the new Combat
Engineer career structure which meant running
conversion courses to bring us into line with the
revised system in UK. These went off well and in
1979 we hope to have completed the transistion,

Our new establishment requires us to train Northern
Ireland=type sapper search teams. Whereas before we
were very good at training infantry searchersy we
had neither the equipment nor the expertise to train
ourselves to do the far more delicate and dangerous
task we have to undertake as sapperse Thanke to ex=
QGE Bob Newns of the RSME Search Training Wing, we
are now building up a nucleus of specialist trainers
and advisers, Bob has just left Hong Kong after
running a short course and will be back again in
April with several helpers, including our own Sgt
Chitrabahadur Thapa, to complete the training of our
first teams.

Although largely devoted to re=training the period
has not seen us idle on the project front. As always
there were the small tasks which have to be done: for
example, support for the RAF Open Day at Sek Kong and
for a most ambitious re-—enactment of the Pegasus
Bridge glider landing by 1 RGJ based on B Tpts
Bailey mock-up of the bridges We have also been
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called in at short notice to level the sand track

at the brand new Shatin Racecourse where, within

2 months of opening, they were experiencing
levelling problems which had caused a jockey to
break a leg, 'Q' Parker's emergency repairs were
greatly appreciated by the Jockey Clubl At Beas
Hill, too, 'Q' Coffey and his team have again made
their mark repairing and improving the cross-—
country course. 68 Squadron were tasked to wire

4 kilometres of the Snake Fence built by 69
Squadrons in 1967/68. This was accomplished in a
very well plamned and coordinated operation in a
matter of days. How much easier it is to position
dannert coils by helicopter than by mule or on foot.
67 Squadron did not escape this particular chore as
shortly afterwards there was a request to patch gaps
in other sections of the fence, I fear that all
our good works are of but little assistance in the
efforts to slow down the flow of illegal immigrantse
They cross the border in their hundreds, matching
the greatly increased numbers who enter legally.

With so much attention being paid to the fromtier,
we are under pressure to get on with our next two
major projects, a company base at Yung Shui Au,
(*Tolot), and a platoon polmil at Kat O Chau. To
undertake both projects at one time is putiing
quite a strain on the system, not least on the
Design Team. To spread the load Dom Verschoyle
and a team from his STRE at Barton Stacy came out
in the summer and took on the design of the Tolo
basees Meanwhile Harry Caulfield tackled Kat O
Chau. Both projects are now at the stage of
getting government approval before work goes

ahead early in the New Year. Neither project will
be completed before 1980 and will take up most of
our resources during the next two project seasons,



67 Squadron are nearing the completion of their very
ambitious jetty at the Outward Bound School in Sai
Kung where T=shaped reinforced concrete pier
construction and underwater concreting are being
added to the skills mastered by our tradesmen, Ian
McEvoy and his troop, with WO2 Manbahadur Pun acting
as QGO0 are building a footpath from the new RAF flats
high on the hill in Sek Kong village to provide a safe
route down to the road belowe 3 Tp under David Bill
is building a plunging fire tower on Castle Peak
Ranges. (You are excused if you don't know that such
towers are used to practise plunging fire ie, shooting
down from a great height!) But 68 Squadron's main
achievment, which can only be classed as an out-
standing success, has been the construction of a
Brigade of Gurkhas rest bungalowe Gurkhahaven, as it
is named, provides for majors and below of the Brigade
that which Wardhaven gives to the lieutenant colonels
and above. Within the space of a few mcnths plans
were drawn up, finalised, and construction work
completed on the refurbishing of a group of fishermen's
cottages set in idyllic surrounding in Sai Kung. For
those who know Wardhaven, Gurkhahaven is a mile to the
south along the coast of Long Harbour - and completely
out of sight! We can't take all credit for the
success as John Parkes, Commandant of 2/2 GR, working
on an idea formulated by Brigadier John Chapple when
he commanded the Field Force, has been in charge of
the project. Indeed as we were never officially
tasked, maybe we shculd keep quiet about our part in
ity However, were you able to see the finished
product, I think that you too would wish to crow
slightly and remark on the splendid crafitmanship of
our tradesmen. Support and most of the unskilled
labour throughout the project were provided by the
battalions and the other two regiments in turn., On
one occasion I sailed down from Wardhaven tc find the
place swarming with red and white tants'; John Parkes?®
battalion exercise with over 350 men involved a certain
amount of non-tactical landscaping ¢of the Gurkhahaven
waterfront,
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Despite our projects and re-training we have

found time to 'relax®, play sport and socialise.
Our team sailors narrowly missed retaining the
inter—unit kmockout trophy. In a thrilling last
race in light airs at Stanley, Philip Cook, despite
argumentative crew, managed to cross the line ahead
of two Army-standard sailors and Spr Gyanbahadur
Pamang was within a few yards of reversing the
final result. Without Philip and Alwyn Jennings
Bramly next year, we will be hard pressed to win
back the trophy, but we'll do our best! In
imdividual sailing Gyanbahadur came second in the
inter—service championship held at Gordon Hard -
after losing his mast at a critical point. In
golf we have fared better; Colin Pecbles was the
Hong Kong Open Handicap Championj in the Brigade
of Gurkhas Golfing competition, Harry Caulfield,
Terry Mawhinney and Ray Butler carried off most of
the trophies and we also beat a surprisingly
strong REME team in a friendly inter-unit matche.
Our football squad this year has quite a few new
faces in it but is already showing good form and
are into the semi-finals of the inter-unit knock-
out, 1/2 GR were surprisingly beaten by QG
SIGNALS and we hope that this augurs well for the
Nepal Cupe The hockey team has started the season
in sound style; David Bill has taken over the reins
from Roger Hicks and with I K Saheb's guidance

from the touchline we hope we can repeat last
year's successes. In cross country we have managed
4o recover face slightly and beat the Green
Jackets, coming in 5th behind the four Gurkha
Battalions. I'm afraid we must do a lot better

to get amongst the leaders but as our recruits

won the recruits khud race, perhaps there is hope
that we can make our mark in the sadly neglected
running sports in the years to come. The 30th
December saw the final event of the modified

Sapper Bowl Competition. Concentrating this year
on the more military skills and sports we ran a

march and shoot competition to round off the year.
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Glorious sunny weather, a 7-mile march over Nameless
to Lo Wu, a slickly organised shoot, and a bhat in
the field for the spectators and their families all
combined to make a memorable day. C Troop under
Grahm Price were the worthy winners followed by A
and Be Gilbert Kendigor?s A Troop were first overall
in the Sapper Bowl Competition. Other successes that
I must mention are: our hat-trick in the BFBS inter-
unit road safety competition with our team led by Cpl
Prasad Limbu beating 7 GR convincingly in the finalj
Mark Britten®s selection for the Hong Kong rugby
foctball squadts trip to Malaysia; and lastly, the

Tickell Shooting competiticn success with the Regiment
coming fourth in the overall prize money behind only
2/2 GR, 10 GR and 1 WFR army wide! We won over £300
which more than covers our competition fees for the
year.

Three social events deserve mention. QGE Day, after
the traditional parade and the presentation of the
Bowring Trophy to Lcpl Rambahadur Rai, was devoted
to0 two closely contested football finals and a
Regimental picnic. It was rounded off in most
splendid fashion by the birth of our first QGE baby,
Jonathan Druitt. Donna and Peter couldntt be
persuaded to name the baby Quentin George Edward,
but nevertheless received our heartiest
congratulations. Another notable event was the
bachelors? hunt breakfast for the *pads?, This
sounded a super idea but the small print which said
"dress =~ night attire™ left us wondering if it was
such a good one after alle Nevertheless, it was a
splendid party ending up with a mass exodus onto the
Perowne football pitch to give vocal amd liquid
support to the British WOs and Sgis Mess football
team during their key battle with the local police.
(Score 5 = 0 against)e The year drew to a close, as
last year, with what looks like becoming a traditional
New Year's Eve Party. The Mess was thrown open to
members of the Pield Force and we enjoyed a splendid
evening with about 140 people dancing in the New Year
in fine style, :



In addition to the visit by General Hugh, Dom
Verschoyle and Bob Newns, the Nepalese QGE
contingent of John Edwards, John Getley and
Harry Vialou Clark have all been to see us.
Wendy Edwards who accompanied John to Hong Kong
sadly had to spend all her time in BMH but we
were all very glad when we heard that her
operation had been successful and that she was
able to return to Kathmandu to recuperate soon
afterwards, Nick Tomlinson sonehow managed to
get himself out to take up a last minute vacancy
which came our way (we didn't actually see very
much of Nick}) and Graham Pricet's brother
Anthony re-joined 67 for their exercise in
Brunei, We have also been visited by Mr Derek
Stephens the DUS (Army), David and Marie Meneely,
the kind donors of the Drum Majort®s Sash, James
Nation and his team from BFBS and Lt Col Ted Rose
and Gary Peace, two TAVR geologists who were
attached to the PWDe Col Bruce Downs, in Hong
Kong to revise the MES clerk of works plot, spent
some time with us and Major General Sexton,
Director of Military Survey also calleds. As we
go to press we are preparing for a brief visit
by our newly knighted CBF, Maj Gen Sir Roy
Redgrave KBE. The reason for the visit is the
very happy one of presenting SSgt Milanchandra
Gurung with the Durand Medal for 1978. 8Sgt
Milanchandra is a man whom all who have served
with the Regiment recently will know welle. A
Nepal Cup footballer, top class combat engineer
and a lively and most likeable personality, he
flies to UK the day after presentation for his
QMSI's course.

T must make mention of our men in Belize. SSgt
Padambahadur Gurung and his team of eleven men
have almost reached the end of their six-months
attachment to 6 GR. All reports are glowing.

It appears that they have done some excellent
work for the battalion and have more than
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upheld the Regiment's reputation as tradesmen and
soldiers in direct competition with the British
sappers in the garrison. All being well we shall
be sending another team with 1/2 GR next year when
I hope to have the opportunity to see for myself
what they have done.

I have saved until the end mention of those who have
joined and those who have left the Regiment, Mark
and Marilyn Gritten arrived in the su mmer, Mark
has taken over as training officer from Roger Hicks
who has retired from the Army to farme. David Bill
has joined 68 Sqn in place of John Brannam who, with
Jackie, has left for the RE Mobile Display Team.

Ray and Joy Pye travelled out with General Hugh in
time to be blooded at Dashera. Ray has filled the
slot left by Ken Smith in Resources Troop. The
latest arrivals have been David and Pam Saunders,
David taking over the reins of Support Squadron from
Alwyn Jennings Bramly., We were all very sorry to
say goodbye to Alwyn and Tricia when they left for
Chatham in November. They both contributed greatly
during the incorporation of Support Squadron into
the Regiment and much credit must go to them for the
way in which this happened so smoothly., I mustn't
forget to say farewell to our two SSLC officers Nick
Mathews and Jeremy Hopwood who left in late summer
to go to university. The last to go is Roger
Braybrook who leaves at the turn of the year to go
to the RE Diving Wing at Marchwood. Senior NCOs

who have been posted are: W02 Hayton replaced as
RQMS by WO2 Edwards, W02 Kemp - complete with
buzzard=taking over from SSgt Cumberland, W02 Downie
arriving as QMSI; SSgt Renwick and Sgt Humphries in
the Pay Office replacing W02 Cummings and Sgt Baker,
and SSgt Style taking over from SSgt Jordon as our
attached REME senior NCO in Support Squadron,
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I have to end the Newsletter on a sad note. Our
pension party this year included many old friends.
Amongst them we were sorry to say farewell to
LT(QG0) Nandalal Limbu after many years of good
and loyal service and in particular it was sad
$0 see Gurkha Captain Embahadur go. Embahadur
Saheb will always be remembered for his
tremendous contribution to Regimental shooting.
Under his guidance and watchful eye the
Regimental team has risen to the heights,
featuring regularly in the top teams at Bisley,
Embahadur Saheb can be justly proud of his
contribution to the team and, over many years,
to the smooth running of 67 Squadron.

Lastly, we have also had to say goodbye to Gurkha
Major Bhimashadur Gurung. Of Bhim Saheb I can

add little to that we all know of his outstanding
career and of his contribution to the life of

the Regiment during his long service. When I
took over command after a break of over ten years
it was particularly reasurring to find him as my
Gurkha Major. His unparalleled knowledge of the
Regiment and the men in it was of inestimable
help during my early months., It was of great
sadness to us all to see him leave the barracks
for the last time as the senior Gurkha of the
Regiment. However we know that we will see much
more of Bhim Saheb and Memsaheb when they return
to the Depot in March. Indeed, I hope to trek
with him in the Bast next month.

True to tradition, Bhim Saheb handed over the
badges of his office at the Guardroom as he left
for Kowloon, Kai Tak and home, Gurkha Major
Bhimbahadur Gharti is now firmly in the chair.



FURTHER SHOOTING RESULTS

The shooting year was rounded off in style by the
Regiment by achieving some notable successes in the
Tickell non—central competition, Results were as
followss

1« 2. Minor Unit Championship (Match 77)

2nd - 68 Sqn
3rd -~ 67 San
5th - Sp San

be Rifle Match (Match 78)

1st - 67 Sqn (A Team) - Prize:
Artillery Cup B

2nd -~ 68 San
10th = 67 San (B Team)
13th - Sp Sqn

ce IMG Match (Match 79)

1st = 68 Sqn - Prige:
The Hopton Cup A

3rd - 67 Sgn

5th - Sp Sqn
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SMG Match (Match 80)

11%h = Sp San
13th - 68 Sqn
14th - 67 San

Pistol Match (Match 81)

2nd - QGE

Minor Unit Pistol Match (Match 82)

4th - 67 San
6th - Sp San

10th - 68 San

Results in other non central matches fired
at the same time were as follows:

Qe

b.

Individual Pistol Match (Match 86)

Personnel of the Regiment occupied the
following position:

Sth, Tth, 9th, 11th, 12th, 14th, 15th,
ard 17the

25 metres SMG Match (Match 88)

6th - 67 Sqn
10th - BSp San

15th - 68 Sqn

-13=



Entering as many shooting competitions as we do
means that there is a significant outlay in entry
fees, This year we more than covered that money
by winning over £300 in the above competition,

At the time of writing, the team are already
practicing for the "Hong Kong Bisley" which takes
place in early March., Last year we beat 1RGJ to

earn a Bisley place - this year they are out for
blood eecoevesensscssees J

(Butt parties, keep your heads down — Ed)

Overheard at Childrens Prizegiving
OC 67 Sqn - "Are you dancing tonight?".

0C 68 sqn - "I thought you'd never ask™,
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GURKHAS ON UK COURSE = 1978/79

No Rank Name Courses Date
21160287 Spr Navin Rai Ftr RE 3=2 3 Apr 78 = 12 Jan 79
Cbt Engr 2-1 29 Jan 79 = 9 Fed 79
(Conv)
21159608 Spr Dilipkumar Thapa POM 2-1 17 Jul -~ 8 Dec 78
Cbt Engr 2-1 8 Jan = 19 Jan 79
(Conv)
21159648 Lepl Binodkumar Lama, Cbt Engr 2-1 29 Jan - 9 Feb 79
(Conv)
21157097 Cpl Judhbahadur Gurung C of W (C) 26 Feb 79 ~ 20 Oct 80
21161173 Spr Gobind Gurung Elect RE 0-3 16 Oct 78 = 23 Feb 79
21159349 Lepl Lalbahadur Tamang Welder RE 2-1 13 Nov 78 = 23 Mar 79
21157112 Cpl Purnabahadur Gurung
RE Sect Comds 8 Jan - 2 Mar 79
21155952 Cpl Haribahadur Gurung

~16-



21155449
21158133
21157031

21157120

21158070

21157143
21159604
21160522
21160855
21158080

21159090

21159606

Sgt
Sgt
Lepl

Cpl

Cpl

SSgt
Spr
Spr
Spr
Lepl

Lepl

Lepl

Kumarsing
Mahendrasingh
Khusiman

Purnabahadur
Kulbahadur

Milanchandra
Bhimparsad
Mitrasen
Kharkasamsher
Jangbahadur

Rambahadur

Narayanparsed

Rai)
chﬁbww
Gurung

Pradhan
Tamang

Gurung
Limbu
Rai
Limbu
Thapa

Rai

Limbu

-17=

RE Senior NCOS
RE Fd Sgts
Ftr RE 2-1

POM 2-1
RE Sect Comds

C & J 2«1
RE Sect Comds

QMSI

Fr RE 3-2
Ftr RE 3-=2
POM 0-2
Cbt Sig 2-1

UK English
POM 2-1

UK English
POM 2-1

15 Jan = 2 Feb 79
5 Feb = 23 Mar 79
5 Mar - 28 Sep 79

19 Feb = 29 Jun 79
10 Sep = 19 Oct 79

30 Oct 78 = 16 Mar 79
19 Mar - 18 May 79

8 Jan = 2 Feb 79
16 Oct = 13 Jul 79
8 Jan = 12 Oct 79
8 Jan - 15 Jun 79
15 Jan - 6 Apr 79

3 Jan = 10 Mar 79
2 Apr - 14 Sep 79

3 Jan = 16 Mar 79
2 Apr = 14 Sep 79



21160518

21160521

21158980

21159880

21160861

21159347

21161177

21160524

Spr

Spr

Spr

Spr

Spr

Spr

Mohan

Birkha

Yambahadur

Indrabahadur

Premra,j

Te jbahadur

Chinbahadur

Giriparsed

Rana

Rai

Limbu

Limbu

Gurung

Thapa

=18~

UK English
POM 0=2

UK English
POM 0-2

UK English
C&J 2-1

UK English
Plumber & Pipe
3=2

UK English
Stmn Tech RE
0=2

UK English
Welder RE 3~2

UK English
POM 0-2

UK English
Plumber & Pipe
21

3 Jan - 16 Mar 79

19 Mar = 5 Oct 79
3 Jan = 16 Mar 79
19 Mar - 5 Oct 79
18 Apr - 29 Jun 79
16 Jul = 18 Dec 79
18 Apr - 29 Jun 79

3 Sep 79 = 1 Feb 80

18 Apr -
29 Aug -

18 Apr -
9 Jul -

18 Apr -
18 Jun -

18 Apr -
25 Jun -

29 Jun 79
5 Oct 79

29 Jun 79
15 Dec 79

29 Jun 79
14 Dec 79

29 Jun 79
14 Dec 79



21159399
21161181
21160517
21158015
21158668

21159893

21159651

Spr

Spr

Spr

Spr

cpl

Spr

Lepl

Bijaysor

Gopalbahadur

Omparsad

Mitrabahadur

Kaliparsad

Karnasen

Dhanabahadur

Rai

Gurung

Thakali

Limbu

Magar

Rai

Thapa

-19-

Army Diving
Supervisor
Design Dtmn

Cbt Sig 0=2
(Conv)
ACAD

P & P Fir 3=2
Cbt Engr 2-1
(Conv)

C & J 2=
Cbt Engr 2-1
(conv)

Cbt Engr 2«1
(Conv)
Welder 2-1

UK English
Cbt Engr 2-1
(Conv)

Ptr RE 3-2

19 Mar - 6 Apr 79
11 Jun - 16 Nov 79
22 Jan - 9 Feb 79
6 Mar - 4 Apr 79
17 Jul - 20 Dec 78
8 Jan = 19 Jan 79

30 Oct 78 =~ 16 Maxr 79
23 Apr - 4 May 79
23 Oct = 3 Nov 78
13 Nov 78 = 23 Mar 79

25 Sep =~ 1 Dec 78
4 Dec = 15 Dec 78

8 Jan = 12 Oct 79



21160847

21160523
21160853

21159002

21160852

21155424

21161185

21159027

Spr

Spr

Spr

Spr

Spr

Lepl

Spr

Spr

Durgaparsad

Ganesh
Narayankumar
Deoraj

Lalitbahadur

Dalsing

Jiwankumar

Khagu

Rana

Gurung

Rai

Ale

Limbu

Limbu

Rai

Mall
=20-

s 4

UK English
Cbt Engr 2-1
(Conv)

POM 0-2

POM 0=2
Cbt Engr 2-1
(Conv)

Des Asst 0-3
MOT
Cbt Engr 2-1

Cbt Engr 2-1

POM 2-1

Cbt Engr 2«1
(Conv)

AAD

Des Asst 03
Cbt Engr 2-1
(Conv)

Ftr RE 2-1
Cbt Engr 2-1

25 Dep - 1 Dec 78
4 Dec - 15 Dec 78

22 Jan = 29 Jun 79

22 May - 17 Nov 78
4 Dec = 15 Dec 78

12 Jan - 1 Dec 78
10 Dec =~ 15 Dec 78
8 Jan = 19 Jan 79

11 Sep 78 = 2 Mar 79
5 Mar - 13 Apr 79
23 Apr = 4 May 79

11 Sep 78 = 26 Jan 79
29 Jan = 9 Feb 79

24 Apr = 22 Jun 79

2 Oct 78 = 16 Mar 79
23 Apr = 4 May 79

2 Oct 78 = 11 apr 79
23 Apr = 4 May 79
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PEN PICTURE - NO 1 - TRAINING OFFICER

Captain Mark Gritten

Mark Gritten joined us as Training Officer in
August 1978. His last appointment had been as a
Troop Commander in 73 Independent Field Squadron,
and had included time in Northern Ireland., He is
also, ex=o0fficio, Secretary of the thriving Gordon
Hard Boat Club, But despite the workload he finds
time for Sports — especially Rugby where he
distinguished himself by being selected to

represent the Colony in a tour of Malaya and
Singapore. At present he also trains the Regimental
Khud Race Team and is finding just how fit one has
to be to get anywhere at that sportl His wife
Marilyn, a trained Nurse, is manning the Gordon Hard
Families Medical Centre to keep herself in training.
We wish them both a Happy tour with the Regiment.

SHOOTING TEAM NEWS - 1978

BY

LCPL MANBAHADUR GURUNG

Coming 5th on the BFHK Skill At Arms Meeting, (14th
~ 17th March) the QGE shooting team also qualified
for the Regular Army Skill At Arms Meeting at Bisley
in 1978, Apart from this the team was also
officially invited to take part in the Royal
Engineers Rifle Association meeting to be held in
the UK in late May. This is the fourth successiwve
year that the QGE have entered a team for the RERA
and Bisley meetings.

This year, as complaints of insufficient training

in the UK ranges during the previous visits were
taken into consideration, a team consisting of
eleven members captained by Lt(QGO) Ekbahadur Gurung
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left for the UK on the 8th of April, well in advance,
with training schedules prepared for both the RERA
and the RASAAM meetings. However, two veteran
members of the team, both ace shots, Maj PGCP

Druitt RE (Regtl 2IC§ and Capt(QGO) Embahadur

Gurung (67 Sqn GCapt) stayed behind.

Once in the UK, accommodation and rations were
provided by 6 GR, and transport, weapons, ammunition
and other facilities were looked after by 1 Trg Regt
RE throughout the stay.

Shortly after arrival training practices were
commenced, as soon as everything was ready. It was
indeed noted that there were some differences plus
difficulties shooting in UK weather in comparison
to the BK weather, according to the complaints made
by some of the chaps earlier; especially when the
weather is cold, wet and windy. There were several
occasions when people were suffering from flu and
other minor problems which was a real hazard, that
kept avoiding selection of a good reliable team until
the very last moment.

In spite of all these hectic moments, a final re-
shuffle of the team was quickly made for the RERA
finals (May 1st - 5th). The weather throughout the
competition was awful. Continuous downpour, the
cold, and the mist gave the lads an instant fear of
flopping. But on the other hand many a cheerful
face from the rival teams could be seen around as
they had known about the Gurkhas instant dislike of
the weather,

As suspected we had some bad scores on the first
day, and people seemed to have lost all their
determination and were looking nervous and unsure
about the coming matches, This however was also
noticed by Lt(QG0) Ekbahadur Saheb, (the team Capt)
and with the looks of depression clearly visible on
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his face he gathered the team around that evening,
and expressed his ideas, new tactics and gave the
team a lot of confidence and determination once more.
But this was not all, he even promised, if the QGE
team won the RERA competition he would definitely
give us a good treatment after the meeting. He also
promised a Barbique outing some where near the
'Plover Cove' area when we got back to HK.

I think the team Capt®s cleverly devised tactics
began to take it's effect after all. As from the
second day onwards we won every single scoring
events of the competition there—after. But it
surprised us most when we heard that we had even
won the event of the first day as well, which we
had completely given up hope because af. the terrible
weather and the poor result. Well, who can tell?
All you need is some good luck, provided you had
some skill (which we had of course), and you are
there we had done it, we were the lucky ones.

Finally the result of the RERA meeting were as
followss

Team Winnings

The Rifle Match.
The Team Snap-shooting Match.
The LeM.G. Match,
The S.M.G. Match,

The Section Match,.
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Individual positions and wins

Young Soldiers (Y/S) Roupell Match and Y/S
overall rifle champion -

61456 Spr Minbahadur Gurung

Overall and *Class B! Roberts match winner -
60855 Spr Kharkasamsher Limbu.

Overall and *Class A' Roupell match winner -
54784 Spr Pratapsing Thapae

Overall and 'Class A' LeM.Ge match winning pair -

58104 Lepl Manbahadur Gurung and 60522 Spr
Mitrasen Rai.

8Class B! LeM.Ge match winners -

60855 Spr Kharkasamsher Limbu and 60857 Spr
Bhaktabadur Rai.

tClass B! LeM«Ge match runners up -

61178 Spr Tekbahadur Gurung and 61456 Spr
Minbahadur Jurung.

Astonishingly the QGE team had swept away all the
prizes on the scoring events and were declared the
champions of the RERA meeting.

The following 10 days or so after that were observed
as local leave, during which a day was spent
visiting around the RSME, Chatham on the excellent
arrangements of the current QGELO, Maj N.W.A.
Tomlinson RE, and WO2 T.P. Langridge RE. Four more
days were spent at Edinburgh (Scotland) wandering

e



In contrast to the previous results it shows that the
team standard is improving each year, If this continues
who knows, we might come out as the Bisley victors one
day. But all these successes would have been
impossible, if it were not for the maximum efforts,
supports, leaderships, skillful coachings and
dedication to the sport given by 3 veteran members of
the team, Maj PeGeCeP. Druitt RE, Capt(QGO) Embahadur
Gurung and Lt(QGO) Ekbahadur Gurung.

PLAIN TALES FROM THE TURD WORLD

BY

LT COL J.He, EDWARDS, DA KATHMANDU

John Getley regularly produces notes from East Nepal,
but he does not include Kathmandues This illustrates
a common misapprehension about the geography of Nepal,
which has arisen because of the Brigade of Gurkhas!?
recruiting areas. What the Brigade of Gurkhas calls
East Nepal is indeed in the East, but what it calls
West Nepal is in the centre., Pokhara, the focus of
"Yestern™ recruiting, is about equi-distant from the
Bast and West borders of Nepal, and Kathmandu is 100
miles east of Pokhara. Having made this quite
unimportant point, I shall follow John's excellent
example and write some notes from Kathmandu.

Many of you who have passed through Kathmandu will
have visited the Defence Attachets bungalow and
garden, and will know how beautiful they are. Four
bedrooms, one of which is the size of a small ballroom,
three bathrooms, three reception (sounds like an estate
agents advertisement) and kitchen premises that go on
for ever. To occupy this vast domestic area we have
five servants who have evolved such a cunning shift
system over the years, that there seldom seems to be
more than one on the premises at a time, I am
provided with a landro¥er, and a driver who has been
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DAVID & JANE CORSELLIS are also at the RSME, living

in some splendour in one of the old quarters near the
HQ buildinge An antique dealers eye turned slightly
sage coloured at the sight of their furnishings, well
set off by some of Jane's marvellous pictures. David
took me to a private view of the New English Art Club
in The Mall Galleries, where Jane was exhibiting and
I" am now even more determined to own 'a Corsellist,

A chance meeting in Marks & Spencers in Tunbridge
Wells brings news-of PHILLIP & JEAN GREASY, Roma was
approached by a smart petite girl who recognised her
and turned out to be Sarah @reasy doing a management
training course., Phillip is at Zoest and Jean is
keeping herself busy as ward secretary in the
childrens ward in Canterbury.

My life continues in its measured way. The 1978
honey harvest was the worst nationwide since 1948,
which was a blessing in disguise in some ways since

I am sure we were not really ready to cope with approx
L1 ton of honey! Roma has taken up cooking _ - .::3~ ° ally
professionally, starting with a stall in Rye market
selling pites, cakes etc, but has had to give up this
particular part of the operation because, although it
was a sell out, the effort involved was not compatible
with the returns. Barbara is now a floor supervisor
at the Stratford Hilton and Anne a student nurse at
the London Hospitale (I hope to be well looked after
in my old age).
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Christmas cards are an excellent source of news, though
they tend to concentrate on one era, and from them I
learn that JOHN & ROSIE SPEIGHT are enjoying Turkey.
Ankara is over 3,555 ft up, with a hot dry climate but
John seems to spend plenty of time travelling - Las
Vegas and Pakistan to name but two destinations.

Rosie rides at the Turkish Military Club and has had
to pick up some of the lanuguage, They offer
hospitality to anyone travelling to central Anatolia,
but suggest two letters are safer than one when
announcing arrivale

JOHN & MAVIS ENGLISH are still thriving in the West
Country and John would like some advice on growing,
drying and preparing tobacco for tour pipes! (Mavis
t00?3) They have also started beekeeping and appear
to be getting very close to the soil, Also rural

are DENNIS & MARY WHITE at Kingston St Mary, Taunton.
It makes one Teel very old to hear that Caroline is
off to Australia for 6 months, on her way to Oxford
in October,

HANK & JULIET BOWEN have settled in to a Dutch apple
barn midway between Aachen and Maastrich. They are
near the autobahn but in the country with hills rather
than coalmines to look at,

TONY & AUDREY CRONK are 'recovering from the maint-
énance of adolescent launching pads?. Sarah cleared
Durham well and is now completing a secretarial course
before joining Sotheby's in the New Year (Presumably
now im position)e Simon is farming and intends to try
for Estate Management,

PHILLIP & TRICIA RICH are still at Chatham, Tricia
working part time in the Dockyards (physiotherepy,

not ship repairing) and Rosemary doing an intensive
secretarial course in Canterbury.




FAMILY GOSSIP

Gen Lance Perowne writes to say that his daughter
Went recently with her husband (Col John (George)
Bolton late 10 GR, late-late 9 GR) on a trip to India
and Nepal and found our ex Capt Monsahadur Gurung
‘commanding® the theatre at Pokhva. Apparently he
puts on a good show there and Gen Lance enclosed a
splendid Deepawali card from him - felt roses on the
front and a splendid photograph inside of two of his
*dancing girls?®,

It is good to have news of 'Barny' BARNES again. He
reports that he has been most seriously ill with
cardiac trouble but 'a miracle has occurred' and

though he still has one more operation to go hé is
tstill about®,.

Brian Taylor reports from HQRE N.Ireland to say that
Te and Sue are off to Chatham shortly where he will
be attending 26 PET (Civil)Course. Infuriatingly
the rest of his letter tells us no more about himself
and family, though does say thak in his present job
they are overrun by ex 67 Sqn men (Puggey, Lucas,
Lowe, Newns, Cooper, McDonald).

You will have read in the Regimental Newsletter
(presuming that you do not read the gossip firstl)
that JOHN & WENDY EDWARDS have been down to Hong
Kong and that Wendy has been under the surgeons
knife again (I have heard of some methods of losing
weight, but this is ridiculous)e. Happily her latest
loss is in no way connected to the first and she is
alive and well and living in Kathmandu. John is
looking forward to his new posting as CRE 2 Armoured
Division in September 1979,

e



Bill the good soldier that he was affirmed this fact.

Better try a different approach said the-CO and
bravely strode forward, the courage he showed or
appeared to would have done credit to him at Rorkes
Drift facing the zulu hordes. He eyed the offending
creature for a moment, and the offending creature
eyed the CO, quick as a flash the CO moved in and
even quicker the monkey grabbed his hat and ran
screaming out of the bunk (the monkey that is, not
the CO) and up onto the roof.

Col White and Bill Parsons had a short t0Ot group to
decide the next step in the campaign, the monkey
being the curious creature he was crept down to the
roofs edge and watched with beady eyes,

Our gallant Commandant again advanced with his cane
held out, hoping T expect to hook his hat out of the
animals grip, but the monkey held his ground and
with a quick snatch gained possession of the cane.

The Col stood there hatless, stickless not to mention
speechless, Bill Parsons was having convulsions
trying to restrain himself from bursting into
hysterical laughter,

Out intrepid leader glared coldly at the monkey,
favoured Bill Parsons with the famous T.C. White
wintry smile and made the classic remark of all
times "Right Sergeant Major, lets check the mens
cookhouse now'}

Off they went to carry out this task, one could say on
looking back, that this was one of the final acts of
the British Raj, sad to say probably never to be
repeated in our time,

See you at the next get-together,.

Dave Hindle
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and creepy crawly things, some highly dangerous boote

His favourite pet was a python this ghastly thing was
about 8 foot long and had a head like a greyhound.

One night this pyhton got loose from its pen and
decided to do a recce of the camp, it must have had
good breeding as it made its way to the officers lines
and then into one of the officers bunks.

There laying on a bed was a Kitten, the pride and joy
of a delightful young sir, the python so the story
goes slithered forward and — = = = = gulpd down went
the Kitten like a pythons haversack rations. The
officer who shall remain nameless (but he did change
spectacles for contact lens — theres a clue for you)
was most upset over this incident., It has been-said
that he walked around for days muttering "How dare an
other ranks python eat an officers cat".

This same corporal also had a monkey that he kept in
his bunk, a vicious little animal it was. One
morning it broke its leash and proceeded to rip the
bunk aparte Bill Parsons was SSM at the time and was
taking Col White on a tour of inspection around the
campe They arrived outside this corporals bunk and
observed this monkey ripping open and in general
wrecking the place.

Col White a well known man of action said "Right
sergeant major go and get the monkey out of there".
Bill Parsons moved to do the COs bidding and the
animal went beserk, leaped up on top of the locker
and pelted Bill with mess tins and anything it could
lay its evil hands on, Bill retreated to the door.

The next part of the story I honestly can't vouch for
as gospel, but the way I heard it was like this,

Bill Parsons retreated backwards through the door in

a hail of missiles, Col White cool and calm as always
said "Having trouble sergeant major?",
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NEWS FROM DAVE HINDLE OR

ANOTHER TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE

Greetings folks,

How tempus does fugit, to me it only seems the other
day that Garibaldi made his first biscuit. Where has
the time gone we all ask, as well we may, butits no
good asking me, I have no answer to it, much too busy
counting grey hairs and calculating how much my
pension will be when I am 55,

Now where was I, oh yes I remember I was fugiting
with the tempus was®nt I, Dashers came and went and
here is the next News letter, hot, panting, and
waiting to leap on the press, I have changed my job
since the last letter, now I work for Saville Tractors
Ltd., (as an old planty I suppose it makes sense).

My depot is based in Tonbridge, Kent, not all that
far from Chatham, so if any of you would care to pay
a visit I would be delighted to see you,

At present my weekends are spent nipping to and from
Luton, where Olive still is until we get organised
with a house nearer my worke.

As always news is scarce, in fact so scarce as to be
non existent, my last contribution a stroll down
memory lane, caused the odd belly laugh (or at least
so I was told) this indeed heartened me somewhat,
That being the case I thought lets try it again, if
they can stand it I can churn it out.

Here we go then folks,
Once upon a time there was a corporal in Kluang, and

he had a strange hobby., This chap used to keep all
manner of strange creatures as pets, pythons, monkeys,
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PRI SHOP ITEMS -~ AVAILABLE FOR SALE

Selling

Price
Item HKZ
Tartan Ties - 7.00
Regimental Ties - 13,00
Regimental Plaques (0ld Crest) - 44,00
Sports Bags - 25.00
Track Suits (Dark Blue) - 40,00
Zippo Lighters (with QGE crest) — 25,00

Zippo Tape Rulers (with QGE crest) — 20.00

Zippo Key Rings (with QGE crest) = 15.00
Colour prints Signed sets - 5530
Colour prints Unsigned sets - 39,50
Individual prints - 790

Fature BEvents

Minley Party - 25 May 1979 (See insert)

GBA Dinner — 8 November 1979
(715 pm for 8 pm)

GBA Reunion = 12 May 1979

§
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The Britain = Nepal Society

The following meetings of the Society have been
arranged. 6e15 for 6.45 peme

28 March, 1979

5 April 1979

3 May 1979

Alpine Club, Dre. Elizabeth
Rogers, Journey to Khembalung
and the Hidden Valley.

Alpine Clube Dre. Graham Scott-=
Brown. (no title yet)

Alpine Clube Mr. Walter
Birrell, British Aid to Nepal.

The next lecture after May will not be until

October 1979

Note from the author of "An Engineers Tale",

"Phe edition of Part 3 of ?An Engineer's Tale!
published in the last Newsletter was
unfortunately not the one which had been approved
for public consumption., The author is most keen
that the remarks included in that splendid rhyme
are not misunderstood. The slightly amended
version, published in Kukri in 1974 and kept for
all to see at Wardhaven, made it quite clear that
no one was unaware that the bungalow was for the
benefit of many others besides the person after
whom it was named",
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BITS AND PIECES

Qe

be

QURA Subscription Rates

At the Association AGM the Chairman explained
the need to review the Life Subscription rate,
currently at £15, and after discussion a
proposal was agreed that in future 'the Life
Subscription rate be two days basic pay of a
Lieutenant of three year's seniority's This
solution neatly adjusts the rate to current pay
rates and should need no further adjustmente.
The rules of the Association require the
proposal to be put to all members, and therefore
should there be any objections to this
announcement they must be put in writing to the
Chairman or Secretary by 1 June 1979.

Visit to Hong Kong for Dashera

The Regiment is having difficulties arranging
for the return of %old & bold'! from Nepal, in
fact it could be said to be impossible under
current trooping arrangements. However the
Commandant would welcome any visitors from UK
should they be able to make the tripe

Researches into charter flights indicate that a
minimum 7 day stay return flight would cost
about £360, However a return Apex ticket off
peak (Sep/Oct) is currently £338.50, with a
minimum stay of 19 days. Apex tickets have to
be booked and paid for 2 months in advance. Air
travel prices are in a state of flux at the
moment and none of the above can be guaranteed,
however if anyone (including Associate Members)
wishes to join a party to go, then please write
to the Editor as soon as possible. (Kalaratri
falls on 28 September).
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1300 hrs -~ Lunche The Sqn established a temporary base
camp by the sea shore in order to rest and to prepare
for the following dawn assault on Chep Lap Kok Island.
Swimming was also allowed but due to the low tide, men
had to wade on their knees in a vain search for depth,

2IC saheb arrived from Gordon Hard along with nine
assault boats and a Royal Navy Safety Launch, which
was later used as the Sqn Command Poste

17 August

0300 hrs — Final 0% Group by OC and the Tps set off
by boats and deployed.

0530 hrs - H Hour, The assaunlt Tp, (No 3 Tp) in their
attack, almost shook the little hill dominated by the
enemy, making maximum noise with fire power. The Tps
hardly realised that the rattling of bullets, exploding
of thunderflashes and firing of coloured verey lights
were not only to uproot the enemy, but was also a
gesture of salutation to OC saheb for his .e ? oo
birthdayld 1 and 2 Tp acted as cut off groups. They
also did not miss the opportunity fire 300 -~ 400

rounds for one escaped enemy,

0700 hrs = The whole Sqn returned to Gordon Hard by
Assault boat. The Exercise came to an end looking
forward eagerly to a well earned barbeque the next

daye Finally, 1 Tp's favourite Dushman Sgt must have
stopped himself from being reincarnated as he was never
seen in the IS EX *LOWLAND FUNG?,
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hide, oy throwing an unignited thunderflash., 1In
fact, it was our brave 2Lt Hopwood saheb who read
the instruction on the thunderflash, "tear and throw
immediately™! Since then, the Dushman Sgt kept on
plugging both his ears even when a smoke grenade was
thrown at him!

No 3 Tp, undoubtedly was highly praised for their
excellent manceuvre in their final attacks As for
No 2 Tp, the bang-bangs sounded very effective,
However, the full story was later ascertained by
hearing on the radio the familiar sitrep§ "Contact
at 1100 hrs; two enemy killed; two SLR T.62 mm with
itwo magazines captured; friendly forces no
casualties; ammo 400 rounds left"!

1300 hrs = Lunch. The Sgn ambushed the SSM, who had
come from Bowring Camp to RV at Tung Chung Road, and
also raided his NAAFI vehicle, Incidentally, a group
of Chinese girls from the Summer Youth Camp made the
'Compo Bhat! much more pleasant dancing in a
beantiful Nepali song "Resam Phiriri.

1700 hrs -~ The Sqn harboured up near Shek Pik
Reservoir, All the troops were deployed to set up
night ambushes, No 1 Tp had as their enemy the same
old 'Dushman Sgt'; although he had his ears
protected this time he was made blind for a couple
of minutes by the flashing lights of the bullets and
thunderflashes,

16_August

0600 hrs -~ The Sgn marched about 3 km along the road
and path leading to Tung Chung village with an
intermediate stop of 30 minutes at Ngon Ping, close
to the Lantau Peake All the men had an opportunity
to visit one of the famous Buddhist Monastaries of
Hong Kong there, Best of all, most seemed to enjoy

the taste of the high altitude San Mig,
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EX WET GAP

BY

SGT HUKUMRAJ THAPA

Ex Wet Gap was the final exercise which took place on
Lantau from 14 = 17 August 1978, in order to mark the
end of the 68 Sqn annual retraining on Limited War
Infantry Tactics,

14 August

0900 hrs — A recce party led by the Sqn G/Capt deployed
by Wessex to Lantau.

1400 hrs - The Sqgn boarded an RPL at Sham Shui Po for
a 25 hrs journey to Shek Pik., On arrival the Sgn was
deployed to harbour up for the night.

1830 hrs - Sqn stand to. After almost 2% hrs in the
alert position, No 1 Tp eventually discovered that the
rest of the Sqn had been stood down at 1930 hrs}
However, the mistake in the communications gave the
Sqn a very safe advantage. The enemy leader (Lt(QGO)
Ekbahadur Gurung), who had undoubtedly seen the
proposed harbour area earlier with the G/Capt, was
creeping slowly around the vicinity, just before 1 Tp
had been called in. The enemy party thought they had
fooled the sentry, but, much to their surprise, before
any tricks could be played, the enemy had to run away
from the sudden bang-bangs of two LMGs and about 15
rifles,

15 Auggst

0600 hrs - Sqn advanced to contact in echelon by three
M Tps, along the catchment road and up a 500 ft hill,
1 Tp during their attack happened to frighten the poor
*Dushman Sgt? (Sgt Siriman) into leaping out from his
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the Tea Garden. His son Binod is in the Regiment
and his daughter Bina was an airhostess with RNAC
and I hear that she has married a Buropean. Sgt
Panchahang Limbu, Hon Lt(GCO) Aitahang's younger
brother, is in the taxi business in Dar jeeling
driving his own Land Rover. He and his wife who
have no children, live at Kagjhora. Also in the
taxi rank is Sgt Bahadur Lama with his own Land
Rover. W02 Hemlal Gurung, 70 Sagns plant instructor,
had worked until last year in Paklihawa with the
DCRE. He is now retired to a good farm he owns near
Lebong with his wife and children where he is doing
well as a Contractor for road stores to MES he is
able to run his own Ambassader car.

"Phe rain has stopped and it's nearly dark. We must
go now Saheb. And make sure you've put it all down
sensibly".

A white rusty VW Beetle came tearing along a narrow
country road just as two Chinese farmers ushered
their 3 buffalos out of the field and stopped in his
pa‘bh.

The driver swerved, ploughed through a fence,
skidded across the paddy field, crashed through a
chicken house, narrowly missed a fish pord and
crashing through a hedge came back onto the road.

One of the Chinese turned to his friend and said

'Tt?s a good job we got out of that field before
that maniac came alongl'.
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"Now I'm remembering more™, W01 Bhimnarayan Prodhan
lives over at Kurseong in a rented house near the
Radio Station with his wife and five children, He has
the job of clerk on a Tea Garden, The oldest girl
passed her 3chool final last year and is now training
to be a nurse in Biratnagar Hospitale The other two
girls are both at Kurseong College reading for Higher
Secondary now, The boys at St., Alphonses School
Kurseong and the oldest should be in class 8 nowe

",t(QG0) Dorje Lama, you remember the stores Troop
Commander in Kluang, he's retired too now for a
second time, He used to have a Jeep and buy and sell
oranges but you know at the present time the price of
petrol is 3.50 a litre and spare parts are wicked so
he has so0ld up and lives quietly at home with his wife.
The children have all left, Padma, his eldest married
the boy next door and Rajula the next daughter married
a student she was training with a BMH Dharan., Saili
is in Hong Kong with her soldier husband and Sarda the
youngest is a junior nurse in Dharan,

SSgt Phurba Lama BEM is permamently settled in Bhutan
where he has a job in a Government Office and she
teaches. We see them occasionally in Kurseong where
their children are at school, Little spr Dhanb'r
Tamang, A Tp 68 Sqns driver operator, lives outside
Ghoom at Rangbull where he is Darjeeling Municipalities?
water engineer. He lives with his old mother, wife

and son in the family home and his wife is able to
help out from time to time on the Government farm,

Do you remember Sgt Clerk Padamb®r Rai? For years

his son has been helped with Regimental and Welfare
Scholarships and is now in the final year of his MBEBS
at Siliguri. This is an excellent Medical College and
it looks as though he will be the first of our scholars
to graduate as a Doctor. His father who works as a
clerk in Bhutan is delighted with his success. Hon Lt
(QG0) Chandrasing Lama has a substantial house in
Kurseong where he has lived since he left his work on
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All in all we had a good time and in the end not
many were looking forward to the burden of Perown¢
with all its guards and duties and storms of projects
- but we made the journey back and started to become
engineers againe It hzd been a worthwhile change for
all os use.

A MISCELLANY OF GURKHA ENGINEERS -

DARJEELING _AUGUST 1978

BY

MAJ JoCo GETIEY HE

Kajib?r saheb and his consort sat drinking with me

in the Planters club. It was late afternoon and the
rain had started again and no one had any urge to
move, He had lost some weight giving his face a drawn
look and spoiling the cut of his outfit. He was
breathing badly and I guessed that he had not yet got
over the fever his wife said he had had. She was
cheerful, impudent, audacious and not a bit changed
from the last time I had seen her in the Kluang Mess
in the mid sixties. They had retired from the hotel
as they had retired from the taxi business previously
and intended to leave the next few years as gentrye.
He was now vice president of the Parish Council, a
position with prestige and not being too arduous he
had time to attemd to his own affairs.

"Saheb, tell me about some others",

"T don?t know anyone else. Oh yes there is Sambu
Sunwar, 70 Sqns! Workshop Officer".

His wife died last year in Dharant's Hospital. He
has a job as a foreman at Himul Milk Supply above
Kurseong and commutes from his house at Tindharia,
His daughter aged 19 is able to look after the boys.
The youngest is only 3 years old.
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— Saheb, another slidex message from B Tp.
~ Well, decode it then.

= I did, saheb, It reads 'Finished MNZ FAES your
DYL?

They should never have changed from the expedient code
of speaking schoolboy French, '

After the troop exercises, came a little more
instruction and practical training and then followed
the final exercise, a squadron fling, which involved
all the troops coming together after a four day
individual search and destroy exercise, to mount a
squadron attack on an 'enemy camp's A tropical
rainstorm complete with lightning added to the realism
of it all and it was an interesting ending to all the
infantry training that we did.

Having been busier than one-legged men in forest fires
for the previous four weeks - we then all settled
down to eight days adventure training, Small parties
visited longhouses, some went to visit Sabah, Miri and
Temburam and there were sports fixtures against the
local teams at basketball and footballe It was
certainly enjoyable and a welcome relief, after the
jumirum of Hong Kong and the four weeks exercising.

In the middle of the adventure training period we
arranged a barbecue for everyone who had been
associated with us and helped us in our training,

The Pipes and Drums of the Queent®s Gurkha Signals
assisted in making a good atmosphere and good food and
drink assured a good time. Madal playing, general
chattering and night fishing appeared to be the most
popular events of the evening, but as usual, the all
time winner was the Troop Commanders® natch
competition,
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be because of this, the move itself went smoothly
enough, apart from the inevitable loss of the
squadron signboard and squadron flag. These
fortunately were recovered not long after, to the
great relief of those concerned with the
disappearance.

Phe first couple of weeks?! training followed the
same pattern each day - getting up in the dark, PT
on the beach, classroom in the morning, practical
in the afternoon, lecture in the evening — followed
by almost immediate expiry. Sittang Camp was the
venue for all this and our everlasting memorial will
be the marked-—out BFT course along the sea front.

We did it many times and apart from its picturesque
views, it had little else to recommend it.

Engineers always seem to raise smiles when working
as infantry and Brunei was no exception for us. As
we started our infantry training, it soon became
apparent that our fieldcraft lacked most of the
finer aspects — but we struggled on and improved
through our itroop exercises, These exercises lasted
five days and gave us a chance to practice all that
we had previously been taught, and much that we
hadntt, We had the chance to use the Bell
helicopters of the Royal Brunei Malay Regiment with
that incredible system of loading — until no more
could possibly fit inside amd the doors still able
to shute This did have its advantages (but we also
found one of their main rotors in the trees on one
occasiony ).

One was reminded, exercising through the jungle, of
Wodehouse®s comment on this kind of movement as the
foulest cross—country runs that ever ocurred outside
Dante's Infernol It felt like it at the time but all
that is remembered in retrospect, is the flora and
fauna and the usual funny aspects of exercise:-
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Adjt and 2IC Sp Sqn - Welcome but please
remember that in Sp Sgn buzzards are always on
the left shoulder,

2e Editors reminiscence.

Whilst DCRE Nepal I responded to a request from
Tom Spring Smythe to send a small party into the
lower reaches of the Hemal to capture two pair of
'blood pheasants?! for the Regents Park Zoo.
Cutting a long story short, we finally ended up
with one and a half live pairs and ome half pair
in a plastic bag (proof of capturel) and sent
word accordingly.

An astonished duty officer dining well with
friends, and knowing nothing of the afore-
mentioned birds, was nonplussed to receive a
priority signal reading 'PEASANTS SHOULD BE
KEPT IN ATR CONDITIONING®.

EXERCISE PIED PIPER - GOOD PIPER, GRIM TUNE}

BY

CAPTAIN I.P. McEVOY RE

Pied Piper seemed to be an apt name for 67 Gurkha Field
Squadron's six week exercise in Brunei as we all
followed our OC for a little holiday in the sun. Tt
was'nt exactly the rest on the remote pacific isle
complete with hot and cold running entertainment that
we'd all had in mind - but followers can' be choosers.,

The move out for the 165 of us was over three days
and gave us a chance to get acquainted with various
people who had been attached for the duration of the
exercise. These included - one from the Royal Hong
Kong Regiment, and Irish Quardsman, two from the
British Military Hospital and the Pipes and Drums of
the Queen'®s Gurkha Signals. In spite of this, or may
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GETTING THE BIRD

1.

Adjutants tale reported in QGE News.

The first week in any new job always has its
surprises. The new Adjt was telephoned last
Thursday by a gentleman from Jardine Mathison
Co. Litd to say that a telegram had arrived for
action by W02 Kemp of HQ Sqn, Queen's Gurkha
Regte The telegram read as follows:

"LIVE BUZZARD - BA 003 MON 17 JUL"

Having walked 50 or more times around his office
and searched several dozen Op orders files and
assorted bits of paper, the Adjt established
that LIVE BUZZARD was not:

ae A Codeword for the Third World War.

be A code name for the ornithologically
orientated Regt 2IC.

ce A practical joke from the former Adjt. The
next course of action was obviously to ask
Sp San in the form of their intrepid 2IC,.
(W02 Kemp was after all going to be one of
their men).

On being asked if he kmew anything about birds

the Irish brogue on the other end of the phone

gave a full dissertation on the subject none of
which is printable. May be we should ask SSgt

Jordon (who has been known to impersonate Long

John Silver - bird droppings on shoulder of XKF

shirt gave him away), the Adjt suggested.

Eventually the mystery wos solved when someone
recalled that W02 Kemp does in fact have a pet

live buzzard which of course was 'flying in' on
Monday. To WO2 Kemp on his arrival, from the
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It was obvious to every one, after the March and Shoot,
which troop had become the overall winner of the

coveted Sapper Bowl Trophy, 'A' troop of-course. So it
was on 5th January 1979 when Maj Gen Sir R.M.F. Redgrave
KBE MC (CBF/MGBG) came to visit the QUE, when the whole
Regiment were fallen in on the Perowne Parade Square
that OC 'A' troop Lt G.F., Kendzior went forward to
receive the Sapper Bowl Trophy from the CBF on behalf
of all 'A' troop 67 Gurkha Fd Sqn.

We have still not celebrated the *fruit of victory' but
rumour has it that on the night of 13th-January 1979 the
Perowne cookhouse shall be converted into YRODHI GHAR?
plus one house of 'RAKSI' by 'A' troop QGO Lt(Qc0)
Jamansing Rai saheb, .
Overall position of all the troops were:

A Troop = 18t

BTroop = 2nd

2 Troop « 3rd

C Troop = 4th

3 Troop -~ 5th

1 Troop -~ 6th
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SAPPER BOWL COMPETITION 1978
BY SPR TSHERING LAMA

This year the coveted Sapper Bowl Trophy was won by
'A? troop of 67 Gurkha Fd Sqn for the 2nd year
running, Unlike last year?'s Competition, this year
each of the six field troops had to compete in only
six events; these being - Orienteering, Cross
Country, Swimming, Drill, Shooting and March and
Shoot. These events however were some what harder
than last year's; in fact some were so formulated
by our commanders to be gruelling in the highest
degrees I am sure no one will contradict the above
statement as most of us still bear the aches and
pains of our last event, The March and Shoot.

This event, introduced for the first time in Sapper
Bowl Competition proved to be the best and the
hardest competition we have had so far., I must
admit this competition was the best to test the
ability of the men to endure and achieve the aim

of killing the enemy. On the other hand it greatly
enhanced an enthusiastic team spirit and leadership
amongst the men of each troop. Of course other
events had equally militarily important ingredients
in them but since they took place a little before
the March and Shoot their implications was a little
bit obscured.

As days passed into weeks, weeks into months and as
events progressed the scoreboard in RHQ clearly
showed which troop was getting into which position.
and like last year, with one final event left, YA
troop and *2! troop were on level terms at the top
closely followed by *B' troop, with only one or two
points difference so the deciding factor was the
last event = the March and Shoot,
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PIPES AND DRUMS (from the Editor)

Serving with a Regiment which had such excellent
Piper and Drums it was always embarrassing (being
tone deaf), not to be able to recognise any tune and,
worst of all, not really liking the noise. A wry
smile was therefore brought to my lips when I heard
a tale related by Norris McWhirter concerning his
mother,

She had reached the age of 90 without ever hearing
the piper, so as a special treat they arranged for a
performance., The piper went through the repertoire
of laments, marches, pibrochs, reels etc, and when he
had finished the old lady was asked how she liked it.
"It's a good job they don't smell"™ she replied.

(Apologies to all Pipe Presidents past and present).
|
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Of all the tasks we enjoyed this one the most,
mainly because of the realistic acting and
aggressiveness of the Sqn 2IC saheb, Capt Pinel.

On the VCP we captured a wanted vehicle, its driver
and a passenger. The driver was a woman whose
description was given on the wanted lists. "Easy
on the eye, but watch for her right hook (Buropean)®
and the passenger was a small boy. We uncovered
weapons and ammo in the car, so we automatically
arrested the two., At this point a suspicous
character was escorted to the search party. At
first no one recognised him, after a close look we
recognised who he was, our 2IC saheb with a wig on,
carrying a big bag behind his back. As soon as the
search IC started asking him questions his right hand
shot into his pocket and came out with a pistol, but
becanse of quick reaction by LCpl Keshbahadur Gurung
and Spr Chitrabahadur Furung he was prevented from
using ite. By then the 2IC saheb was kicking and
struggling to get away, it took four of us to bring
him under control even Tp QGO saheb had to give a
helping hand. After we tied his feet and hands,

and put him in the cage to cool him down. We found
a lot of arms and ammos in his bag, also a diving
knife attached to his leg, I hope our 2IC saheb
does not become a real terrorist, he is a wild one.
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Kharkajang Gurung saheb moved to the Cloudy Hill area
at 0600 hrs with SHQ and the other two troops.

One of our tasks was to disperse a rioting crowd that
had gathered in Burma Lines cinena hall. We were
given our orders and we quickly moved to Burma Lines,
in two APCs and a 4 tonner. The rioters were
throwing abuse, beer cans and even muddy water at us.
We did all we could to push the rioters back using CS
and baton guns but they kept coming from all directions.
We captured quite a few of them. It was quite an
experience for us, the crowd made it quite realistic
and gave us a hard time, on top of that we had to deal
with a sniper as well,

Our next task was river crossing. We moved from Burma
Lines at 1330 hrs and were met by G/Capt, Capt(QG0)
Bhimbahadur Gharti saheb (now Gurkha Major) at a
reservoir and he supervised the river crossing. Once
there we quickly got our rope across followed by our-
selves, We all managed to cross the river though some
of us got wet feet, After finishing this task we were
given orders for the next task which was to put a KP
(key point) guard around the Cloudy Hill Transmission
Station. At 0300 hrs next morning on 31 August we were
all woken up by the sentry, and realising something
was not right, we grabbed our weapons and quickly went
to our stand-to positions. No sooner were we in
position, we heard rifles firing at us. As soon as we
located where the fire was coming from, we replied with
heavy fire. Though it was dark, we could see the
enemies' rifle flashes, so we were able to concentrate
our fire right at them, because of this the enemy fled
like hell, and did not bother us for the rest of the
early morning,

One of our next tasks was in Tai Po area, to set up a
VCP (Vehicle Check Point) at a side road. We were,
with the orders, given a list of wanted vehicles and
persons so that we knew who to look for. We moved to
the location by 4 tomner and quickly set up the VCP.
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this KH¥36 million this year, arrives in Nepal via
the port of Calcutta.

For centuries, trade routes have run north and south
form Tibet to India exchanging musk, salt, turquoise,
red coral and livestock for rice, grains, spices ard
more recently, Nepal has supplied candles, tea,
corrugated aluminium sheeting and shoes from the
Chinese~built factory in Kathmandu.

Nepal has maintained a consulate—general's office
with a five—man staff at Lhasa in Tibet for more
than 30 years to handle trade matters, Although
business was a bit slow after the Chinese takeover,
Nepalts little office at Lhasa undoubtedly is going
to0 see business pick up again,

(Extracted from 'QGE News®)
EX LOLAND FUNG

BY

CPL KULBAHADUR TAMANG

While 67 Sqn were in Brunei on jungle exercise, 68
Sqn were busy on many exercises here in Hong King,
one of which was Ex Loland Fung. This exercise took
place between 30 August and 1 September 1978 in
Cloudy Hill and Long Harbour area. The aim of this
exercise was to practise troops in basic infantry
skills in IS settings. Each troop was given
training in infantry and IS situations by experienced
infantry instructors from 2/2 GR, before going on
exercise,

The exercise began on the morning of 30 August at
0500 hrse Each troop had an umpire from 2/2 GR and
a DS from our own Sqn. Our 3 troop's new OC saheb,
Lt Bill, was our DS and our umpire was Cpl Sukbahadur
Gurunge Our troop under command of Lit(QGO)
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even the FCO, but because of the machinations of the
Military Secretary. If you can not visit us in
Kathmandu, we shall be opening a new establishment
in Lubbecke in September 1979.

GENERAL INTEREST

CHINA — NEPAL CO—OPERATION

A Chinese delegation has recently been in Nepal with a
view to building three new factories, sugar ceramics
and paper pulpe

In the Kathmandu valley, China has built an inter—city
trolley bus system, a shoe factory, a brick and tile
factory and a ring road around the main city.

South of the capital, China is finishing a HK¥45
million cotton textile mill, which may take five to
10 years to become a money-making proposition. The
only cotton cultivation project in the country will
need at least 10 years to grow enough raw material to
supply the mill, and to fill the gape.

Nepal has airfreighted the first 200 tons of cotton
from Pakistan,

Two of Nepal's main highways have been built with
Chinese aid, one of which, the Nepal~China Friendship
Highway, runs from Kathmandu morth to the Chinese
border. Another two are currently under construction -
both with Chinese aid.

Ten thousand Nepalese workers are building the 59 km
Gorkha~-Narayanghat Highway while the proposed 406 km
Pokhara~-Surkhet highway, costing more than HKF405
million, will be China's second largest foreign aid
project since the railway linking Tanzania and Zambia.

Most of the present trade with China, which has
increased from under I{KS22.5 million in 1975-=76 to over
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Pokhara is being extended, and one occasion when I
certainly earned my pay, was when I had a day long
meeting with a roomfull of rapacious landowners, t0
agree a price at which the extra land should be
purchased — they did not teach me how to do that at
the Staff College. Recruiting in future will take
place at Dharan and Pokhara.

A good many pensioners call to see me, and it is a
real pleasure when it is simply to renew our
acquaintance, and not because they want a favour.
Notable Gurkha Engineers in this category are Capt
(Qe0) Bhimbahadur Gurung (Bhim the elder) whose son
Danku is now in the Regiment; Capt(QGO) Embahadur
Gurung, proceeding on pension; SSgt Dalbahadur
Gurung, one time CO's driver in the days of Bowring
Sahib I think, and now working for the Kathmandu
trolley bus company., He is talking of irying for a
job in the Middle East, where surprisingly a number
of pensioners have gone. Capt(QGO0) Chitrabzshadur
Rana came one day in some trouble, with his wife in
hospital in one place, and him due to go into another
hospital for an operation, but all seems to be well
NoWe

As for British personalities, Dudley Spain (2GR),
having retired from the FCO, is back in Kathmandu
working for Save the Children., Jimmy Roberts (2GR)
is still a director of Mountain Travel, but spends
most of his time in Pokhara breeding pheasants. Mike
Cheney (10 GR) runs a climbing and trekking agency
called Sherpa Co-operative, and writes scurrilous
letters to the Rising Nepale Robin Marston (GTR) is
General Manager of Mountain Travel. John Getley
(DRO) and Harry Vialou - Clark (DCRE) (to be replaced
by Dom Verschoyle) wave the QGE flag in Dharan.

Time is running out for those who want %o take
advantage of a QOE attache in Kathmandu, as to our
great disappointment my tour here is to be cut short,
not at the request of the Nepalese authorities, or
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At the end of the road leading to the Embassy is a
post box, which says that the mail is collected at
1016, It does not say am or pm, but this is not
important, because it is only collected occasionally
and then never at 1016 am or pme This is an example
of Kathmandu's favourite pastime - planning. There
are hundreds if not thousands of UN and foriegn aid
expatriates, mirrored by uncountable Nepalese
Covernment Officials, all of whose job in life is to
plan developmental (sic) projects. Few of them ever
leave the valley, and fewer still expect their
projects to bear fruit, Their job is to plan, and
if you say that the mail is to be collected at 1016
(am or pm), and you sit in your office and believe
it to be happening, no doubt you enjoy enormous job
satisfaction. I have a map on my wall entitled
Primary and Secondary Road Network Nepale It looks
very impressive, with roads going all over the place
including Namchhe and Jomosom, but by my admittedly
rather superficial calculations, at the rate theyr
are going, it represents 500 years work, which
really is planning ahead.

The Royal Nepalese Army, despite its poor equipments
ard limited training opportunities, is well
disciplined, its basic training is sound, and its UN
contingent in the Lebanon is regarded by all
independent observers as being one of the best there,
Recently they have had a pay increase, and a
Nepalese General now earns nearly half as much as a
Gurkha Sergeant in the Brigade.

A rather sad break with the (recent) past is that
Paklihawa is to closes The Depots at Dharan and
Paklihawa were sited to be close to the railheads in
India, but now that trooping is dome by air,
originally by RAF but now by Royal Nepalese Airlines,
that criterion no longer applies, To handle the men
and families in Kathmandu there is a Transit Camp
housed in an old Rana Palace, and movement to the

West is by road. The old pension paying post at
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The best part of being DA Kathmandu is the
opportunity to travel, Trips to Delhi and Hong Kong
are fun, but the real privilege is the chance to see
Nepals It may surprise some people that the Brigade
of Gurkhas only recruits in about one third of the
total area of Nepal, and that the jats from which

we recruit represent omly 6% of the population of
Nepale Treks from within the Brigade of Gurkhas
naturally take place within these rather narrow
confines because the aims of such treks are all
connected with potential recruits or pensioners, but
the DA has no such inhibitions. As the only member
of the Embassy who speaks Nepali (now that Dudley
Spain has at last retired), it is not difficult to
persuade the Ambassador that I am just the chap to
go off and find out what is happening at the grass
roots. For instance I have just been to the Far West
of Nepal where there is not a Magar Gurung or a
Limbu Rai in sight, and life has been relatively
undisturbed since the Rajput Ksattrias first
occupied the hills in the middle ages. In the
unlikely event that you are interested, you will be
able to read all about it in another publication in
due course,

The Attache Corps in Kathmandu is very select,
comprising five nationalities only. The Indian is

a charming and professionally competent 8th Gurkha,
who has commanded two different battalions in action,
The Chinese is very busy representing the new policy
of friendship to the West, as he smiles inscrutably
while arriving for dinner with two interpreters,
thereby playing havoc with the seating plan. The
number one Russian has a wife called Aida (her father
was fond of Verdi), and an assistant called Stefan
who looks like Gregory Peck., One of our first
unnerving experiances was an approach by the
ebullient Aida which started with, "Vendy my
daahrling, Stefan would like you to teach him
english" - and what else I wonder, The American is

American,
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of which asked me recently whether I thought ex-Gurkha
Engineers would make good seamen; I told him that I
thought their knots and lashings would come in very
handy.

Liaison is a marvellous word to describe almost
anything, normally involving the intake of a great
deal of alcohole This intake of alcohol is a one
way affair as the Nepalese have two excellent (from
their point of view) rules. For reasons of economy
(theirs not ours) they do not serve alcohol at
Government receptions, and Royal Nepal Army Officers
are not allowed to invite foreigners to their houses,
As far as our entertaining goes, buffet suppers are
less nerve = wrecking than dinners, as invitations
are seldom answered, and y ou never know who is
going to turn up, invited or uninvited.

Because the Mission here is so small, I become
involved in all sorts of things besides defence.
Consular work like extracting the Managing Director

of Tiger Tops from a Western Australian gaol because
he had forgotten to obtain a visa, or nearly having
to walk to Jomosom to identify a caucasian corpse
thought to be a missing Australian girl. Dealing with
British expeditions is the DA's responsibility for some
reason. There have been about 15 since I have been
here, varying from Doug Scott's unsuccessful alpine
assault on Nu ptse, to a joint service hovercraft
expedition up the Kali Gandaki, The most prestigious
was Lord Hunt?®s Silver Jubilee of the first ascent of
Everest. He and 5 others from the original expedition,
including Charles Wylie, together with their wives,
walked for 6 weeks from Ilam up to Solo Khumbu and
around the Everest area, before flying out to
Kathmandu; not bad for youngsters like 68 year old
Lord Hunt, The not inconsiderable number of ORs in
the Association, including myself, may be interested
to know that half the male members of the expedition
were at Marlborough; Lord Hunt himself, Gharles Wylie
and the doctor Michael Ward.
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in the job for 16 years, since the very first DA
Jimmy Roberts, and without whom we would never find
our way to the endless receptions to which we are
bidden.

I had sometimes wondered what attaches, and indeed
the Foreign Service, did all day. Looking back on
my first six months here, I can not find a brief
succinct statement to describe the work, Certainly
if there were not a Brigade of Gurkhas there would
not be a DA, and I suppose that half my time is
spent on Brigade of Gurkhas matters., Mostly this
involves acting as a go — between for the Brigade
with His Majesty's Government of Nepal, although
ping = pong ball would be a better description as
I bounce from one charming Nepalese bureamcrat to
another, each of whom has decided that today is
definitely not a day to take deeisions.

I also pick up tit-bits of information about things
that affect the Brigade which I pass on th e Head-
quarters Brigade of Gurkhas in Hong Kong, or
Headquarters BRIGNEPAL in Dharan, where they are
probably filed in the nearest waste paper basket.

I certainly field a great many Brigade of Gurkhas
visitors some of whom are more trouble than others.

You might think that the intelligence burden on the
DA Kathmandu is not very great, amd you are probably
right, but I do spend some time observing,

gossiping and reporting, not so much on the Nepalese
Armed Forces themselves, but on the activities of
Certain Other People in relation to them.

Sales can be measured not only by their volume and
value, but by the effort that goes into their
achievement., Selling one pair of boots to a very
poor country may involve more work than selling a
battleship to a rich one, Not that we are likely
to sell a battleship to the Nepalese, although they
are starting a shipping line, the Managing Director
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