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SPECIAL ROUTINE ORDER

BY

LIEUTENANT COLONEL M D HENDRY MBE RE
COMMANDANT, THE QUEEN’S GURKHA ENGINEERS
Serial No: 002                       Invicta Park Barracks, Maidstone        14 September 2022
DELHI DAY

1.
Delhi Day, 14 September, was the Regimental Day of King George Vth Own Bengal Sappers and Miners and commemorated one of the most gallant feats in the history of the Royal Engineers and of the Sappers and Miners.

2.
During the Indian Mutiny, the rebels held Delhi against the Government forces. After fierce and continuous fighting from 9 June 1857, Major General Sir Henry Barnard ordered an assault on the fort through the Kashmir Gate on 14 September.

3.
Under covering fire from HM’s 60th Rifles, Lieutenant Home RE, Sergeants Smith and Carmichael and a party of Sappers and Miners, in daylight, and in full view of the enemy, advanced to the gate carrying the explosives. The bridge over the moat had been destroyed, but a few planks remained, across which the party went.

4.
During this outstanding example of bravery, Sergeant Carmichael was killed and Havildar Madhu was wounded by heavy fire from the rebels. The explosive charges were, however, finally placed and the firing party, commanded by Lieutenant Salkeld RE, advanced. Lieutenant Salkeld was wounded twice but, before dying, he handed over the fuse to Corporal Burges who, although mortally wounded himself, fired the charge and blew in the gate. Sepoy Ramnath and Havildar Tiloksing were also wounded.

5.
For their bravery in this action, the following were decorated:


Lieutenant Duncan Home RE

- VC


Lieutenant Philip Salkeld RE

- VC


Sergeant John Smith RE

- VC

6.
In addition, 12 Indian Order of Merit (IOM) and 3 Order of British India (OBI) were awarded to the Sappers and Miners. The Governor General wrote about the action:

“Where so much has been done to command admiration, it is difficult to select acts for particular notice. The Governor General in Council feels honour that no injustice will be done to any men if he offers tribute of admiration and thanks to the brave soldiers who, under Lieutenants Home and Salkeld, accomplished the desperate task of blowing open the Kashmir Gate.”

M D Hendry MBE
Lieutenant Colonel

Commandant QGE
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