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"QUEENS GURKHA SAPPER"
UPDATE

The second volume of the Regimental
History, written by Hank Bowen, is to
be published in 1998 to coincide with
the 50th anniversary of the raising of
the Regiment.

The first four chapters are a precis
of General Perowne's book "Gurkha
Sapper", so the new volume will cover
the full period, from 1948 - 1996, from
Royal Engineers (Gurkha) through the
Gurkha Engineers to The Queens
Gurkha Engineers. There will be 480
pages of text, 7 colour maps, 5
monochrome sketch maps, a section of
colour photographs which include all
the portraits of the Colonels of the
Regiment, the QGOOs and the
regimental pipe banner, together with
about 60 black and white photographs.
Cost will be about $25 with an

additional &5 for postage, but it will be
possible to collect the book from
various centres to avoid the postage
charge. If you order, cash in advance,
by the end of this year, a discount of
10% is offered, bringing the price down
to £22.50.

Members may wish to purchase
copies for Gurkha Officers or Soldiers
who are particular friends, for instance
ex Commandants for their Gurkha
majors, and the system will ensure that
there is no duplication of orders. It will
be possible to arrange for men from 69
Squadron to take books to Nepal.

To give an idea of the length of print
run required, would you please indicate
on the enclosed flier whether you think
you will purchase one or more copies of
the History. The flier also gives you an
opportunity to make an advance
discounted order.

A ideal place s dtas

& RESTAURANT

Fewa Lake side Pardi, Pokhara, Telephone: 00977 - 061 - 20455
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NOTICES
GBA ANNUAL REUNION

RMA SANDHURST

SATURDAY 17 MAY 1997

Last year's QGE table was well
attended, and the event was much
enjoyed by all there.

The service in the Sandhurst Chapel
starts at 11 am. Drinks are served in the
Indian Army Room followed by lunch in
the Old College dining room. The cost
has been about £25 in the past but will
be increased to cover the pre-lunch
drinks this year. Applications to:

Assistant Regimental Secretary

Regimental Headquarters,

The Brigade of Gurkhas

Queen Elizabeth Barracks

Church Crookham

Hampshire, GU13 ORL

Tel 01252 355757

QGEA AGM & ANNUAL REUNION
As you will see from the minutes of the
AGM the arrangements for the AGM
and Reunion are not clear at the time of
going to print. I hope to give you full
details in a notice sent out with this
magazine; they will also be published in
the RE Supplement.

THE GURKHA BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
As anyone seeking a second career
after the Army knows, networking is an
important element of the job search
strategy that should be utilised to the
full. Other large regiments and Arms
have established various forms of clubs
in order to assist those who have just
left the Army or who are in civilian
ernployment and seeking a change.

A former 2nd Gurkha, Major Johnny
Kaye, has undertaken to compile a
'‘Gurkha Business Directory' which will
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provide a network of volunteers who
are prepared to offer informal advice to
former officers of the Gurkha Brigade
and Brigade of Gurkhas. They should
not be viewed as an outplacement or
employment agency. If you are
prepared for your name to be included
in the Business Directory on this basis,
please could you contact Johnny Kaye:

J W Kaye Esq

Management Suite

123 Buckingham Palace Road,

LONDON SW1W 9SH.

50TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION
NEPAL - OCTOBER 1998

There will be a reunion in Nepal in
October 1998 to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the forming up of the
first Gurkha Engineer drafts, see
'Gurkha Sapper', page 160.

It is planned to put together a
package of flights, a stay in Kathmandu,
a bus drive to Pokhara and the main
functions to take place in Pokhara.

After the group activities there will
be a selection of treks and other
activities at various levels of exertion,
and those taking part will be able to
disperse to onward destinations or back
to the UK via a flight from Kathmandu
as they wish. The details are not clear
as this magazine goes to press, but may
be found in the "flyer" enclosed.

If the flyer is lost or detached, the
current state of play may be obtained
from Dom Verschoyle, 4 Conduit
House, Hyde Vale, London SE10 8HW,
Telephone 0181 691 7177.

"GURKHA SAPPER"

RHQ is very keen to hold a copy of
General Lance Perowne's book, for
reference. If anyone has a copy that
they feel they can donate to this good
cause please contact your Editor on
01264 773674 who will co-ordinate.



OBITUARIES

COLONEL PADDY HILL

Colonel Paddy Hill was appointed
Commanding Officer (designate) 50
Field Engineer in 1951 which at that
time comprised 67 and 68 Gurkha Field
Squadrons and a skeleton Regimental
Headquarters.

Up to the time of his arrival the
Squadrons had been employed as
Infantry Companies in the defence of
Hong Kong but the establishment of the
Regiment heralded an era, under
Colonel Hill's leadership, of progress to
maturity of the Squadrons as
Engineers.

It was also during Colonel Hill's
tenure as Commanding Officer that a
proper channel of responsibility for
Gurkha affairs was established.

He was most successful in
canvassing for project work and the
technical and professional resurgence
of the Squadrons owed much to his
efforts.

In the drafting of this establishment
of the Regiment, Colonel Hill was most
successful in obtaining the provision of
Pipes and Drums in the firm
establishment of 50 Field Engineer
Regiment comprising the two Gurkha
Field Squadrons in Hong Kong and two
Malay Field Squadrons based in Kluang,
Malaya.

In 1952 Colonel Hill was selected for
the appointment of CRE of the
Commonwealth Division in Korea and
he departed on 2nd August after little
more than a year as Commanding
Officer.

46

MAJOR JOHN MURCOTT

Members may have read in the
February Supplement of the very sad
and early death of John Murcott. John
underwent major surgery in April 1996
and died just before Christmas in
Angers, France where he and his wife,
Francoise, had lived since the start of
his last appointment in the Army and
until his untimely death.

John was a Troop Commander in
Kluang and Borneo in the early 1960's.
On his marriage to his vivacious French
wife the fun and style of the Officers'
Mess took a major turn for the better.

John was a delightful host to anyone
who visited him in France and would
delight in showing off his antique
business and discussing the finer points
of the trade. He was a quiet, self-
effacing man who will be remembered
by his many friends as one of Nature's
natural gentlemen.

Just before his death John started to
record on tape those incidents of his
life which mattered to him most. A
great deal of the tape is devoted to his
time with the Gurkha Engineers. He
was a true member of our regimental
family.

Our sympathy is extended to
Francoise and their three children,
Nathalie, Emmannuel and Olivier.
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EDITORIAL

Colonel (Retd) HE Vialou Clark

How times change! Old and bold
readers may be interested in two
anecdotes which seem to me to
highlight the inexorable material
progress and sophistication of our
soldiers. The first relates to a pre-
lunch drinks party in 1969 given by

Trish Getley's parents in
Buckinghamshire.
Gurkha Engineer soldiers on

courses at Beaconsfield were invited, as
well as local friends of the family who
had Gurkha connections. Our host was
taking orders for drinks. One young
soldier asked for a vodka and lime,
another a gin and tonic, another a
bacardi and coke.

At that point General Sir Geoffrey
Scoones, himself a guest and employer
of thousands of Gurkha soldiers during
the Burma campaign, exploded with
indignation. "In my day they drank rum
and beer!" he intoned to
embarrassment all round. I felt a similar
burst of shock (mixed with pride)
when I read Capt (QGO) Jogindrasing
Gurung's letter to me which revealed
that he and his QGE colleagues in
Brunei had taken up . . . golf!

Handicaps range from 9 to 18 it
seems. In my day they played football
and volleyball. In the space of half a
century our soldiers have gone from
shaven headed infantry/labourers to
sophisticated middle managers and
technicians (not to mention
connoiseurs of good drink and
expensive hobbies!) And why not?

Reports indicate the "kaida" still
lives. Is there no limit to the talents of
each generation of our splendid soldiers
who hail from one of the poorest
nations on earth?

It has been interesting being Editor
this year and catching up with
Regimental happenings after some
years '"in the bush" in Africa.
Similarities between our disciplined,
hard-working, self-starting soldiers and
my African friends are hard to find.

Aren't we lucky!

JOHN AND MOIRA WHITE
1982-86, 1992-941

"We were fortunate in being offered the
opportunity to spend a further two
years with the Brigade of Gurkhas and,
since October 1995, John has been 2Zic
of 1 RGR. This was a virtually seamless
transition and we were welcomed with
open arms by the Battalion and made to
feel very much at home. For the last
two months in Hong Kong Moira ran a
school for the 10 children of the
Battalion who had their fingers jammed
in the door when the Service Schools
shut in July. Her youngest pupil was
Sophie, now aged 5, whose 2 year old
sister Alice played at home with the
one other baby remaining in Sek Kong
village. We returned, with the
Battalion, in November and are now
living in Church Crookham".

PETER AND SALLY WHITESTONE
1953-59
Peter retired from teaching 3 years ago.
In March 1994, he and Sally set off for
Australia where they had spent a
couple of years in the '60s with the
Australian army. They travelled via the
USA (Grand Canyon and Los Angeles)
and were in Australia for six weeks.
They returned home via New Zealand
and the Cook Islands, and have been
living on the memories ever since. Two
of their three daughters are now
abroad; Philippa and Paul, with Michael
(4) in Luxembourg, and Lucy and Nasif
with Sophie (3) and Raphael (2), in the
Maldive Islands which straddle the
Equator in the Indian Ocean west of Sri
Lanka. Both these location so ffer good
excuses for more travel! Joanna lives
nearby in Tonbridge and works as a
nanny. Peter keeps himself busy with
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footpaths, the Village Appraisal,
Scottish dancing (Sally also)and a
variety of green interests.

JOHN AND VERONICA
WORTHINGTON
1963-68, 1974-77, 1980-83

"After six happy years at NATO
Headquarters in Brussels, I retired in
April 1993. We are now living in West
Somerset, where we enjoy a
magnificent view of the Blackdown Hills
from our house. Claire, who works in
London as a freelance stylist, was
married to Charlie Bigham in May.
Michael who also works in London, was
married to Harriet Hanmer on New
Year's Eve. We have a bit of land, an
orchard and a nice walled garden. Our
current ration strength includes one
horse, one labrador, two -cats, five
chickens, four bantams and two ducks.
We would love to see old friends, ring
us on 01984 623291."

TIM AND BARBARA YATES
1955-61, 1966-69

Tim finally retired in April 1996 and he
and Barbara have returned to his roots
in Scotland. They are renting long term
a lovely old farmhouse on The
Dalhousie Estate. They are enjoying
meeting up again with family and
friends, and spend their time golfing
and gardening. They just wonder why
they didn't make this move earlier.
Daughter Amanda now has three young
daughters and son Andrew is also in
Scotland  having  become  very
disillusioned with London. He is
working with the gamekeeper in the
Invermark Estate. Life is certainly not
dull. Any friends visiting North of the
Border would be made very welcome.



AUSTIN AND JENNY THORP
1968-73

Austin is still serving and they have
been in York for two and 2 half years.
His military future is, as yet, unclear.
Jenny is teaching at a High School in
Selby. Eleanor is in London working as
a travel agent and trying to find her way
in life, hoping eventually to get into
journalism and work in the East.
Edward is at Newcastle University
reading Marine Biology, he enjoys sport
and a taxing social life!

DOMINIC VERSCHOYLE

1962-67, 1979-81
Dominic left the Army in May 1993,
time expired, and got roughly the same
MOD Head of Specialist Construction
job back as a Gd 6 civil servant (but
leaving the serving Colonel post intact).
Bored with  constant revolving
reorganisations, six in six years?, he left
in January 1996 for the Institution of
Civili  Engineers to run their
international membership section. He
still spends most of his leave in South
America.
[Dom says, cryptically, this is not
exactly "Family News"! Ed]

HUGH AND SUSIE VIVIAN
1988-90
Having spent the last three years of his
army service with Military Survey, Hugh
left the Corps in June 1996 to start in
an HR career in the investment bank,
Barclays de Zoete Wedd in the City.
Life is very busy but thoroughly
enjoyable. In addition to the career
change in '96, Hugh married Susie in
January 1996; Susie works in Sales
promotion in London and they have
recently moved to Brook Green,
Hammersmith. Hugh stays in touch
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with two MBA  Sappers, Ben
Misselbrook and Tim Grant and enjoys
the monthly pub meeting of the City
Sappers (Alex Green, David Johnston
etc).

BARBARA WALSH
1983

"After serving in Hong Kong I went on
to serve 5 tours in Belize. On one of
these tours I met up again with a
detachment of Gurkhas. I also served in
Detmold, Chepstow and Harrogate. I
then retired, after moving houses
thirteen times, and finally settled in
Caterham. This however was short
lived. I was resurrected from retirement
to report to Infantry Training Centre
Catterick. I will then be once again with
the Gurkhas as they will be arriving in
Catterick in 1997. Right now I'm
rushing off to the library to borrow a
Nepalese language book to brush up on
my Gurkhali!" [She is proud to be an
Honorary Member and would love to
attend a reunion if someone would care
to escort her - Ed]

JOE WALSH
1959-61

At last retired from General Practice
(Jox Patientii). Young wife still works
as a practice nurse. Children: oldest -
nurse, intensive care in London. Next,
boy - lawyer in Glasgow. Next, girl - CA
based in Jersey, CI, at present in
Boston, Mass. Youngest, boy - Telesales
Direct Line - only we are worried! - has
now made Joe an expectant
grandfather. Joe keeps mind ticking
over by sitting on independent tribunal
service and body by going shooting -
has very good dog, good gun and
variable eye!

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
MAJOR GENERAL AD PIGOTT CBE

Another year, a new editor for the
magazine, a new baseline for the
Regiment within 36 Engineer Regiment
and who knows what new challenges
are yet to unfold.

Looking back over 1996, my first as
Colonel, my recollections are essentially
a trinity of pride, gratitude and sadness.
Pride, easily the most memorable, at
being involved with the Regiment and
thus close witness to its traditions and
continuing achievements. Gratitude at
being invited to take on this very
agreeable role. And sadness of course
at the changes we have had to absorb -
however inevitable they may be.
Capturing over the year so much of the
spirit of the Regiment I must confess to
a tinge too of personal regret at not
serving more closely with it in the past.
But better late than never.

That spirit was all so evident when
I visited 67 Gurkha Field Squadron for
its Disbandment Parade last
September. It was very rewarding to
hear at first hand, and from so many
unsolicited quarters, the regard with
which the Squadron was held in Hong
Kong. The Parade and its
accompanying activities confirmed
these sentiments. It was all done with a
flair and style so evocative as such an
occasion demands. We were all
delighted to see Major Alastair
Sheppard's leadership properly
recognised with the award of the MBE
in the New Year Honours.

Meanwhile 69 Gurkha Field
Squadron was doing its stuff in Bosnia -
a mould setting tour for the future. I
was not able to visit them. But knowing
personally so many of our senior

Commanders there, most of them
probably unaware of my link with the
Squadron, it has been similarly
rewarding to bask in the accolades that
the Squadron has earned.

With many of the soldiers knowing
that on return from Bosnia they would
be leaving on redundancy their
achievements are the more remarkable.
It was a great pleasure for me to attend
Major Tim Treanor's farewell dinner at
Maidstone. When I was CO 25 Engineer
Regiment he was one of my troop
commanders so [ claim some creditfor
his success!

I have just finished my Nepali Basic
course at Church Crookham. I saw off
most of the RGR subalterns in the
morning writtentests. I am now looking
forward to my first trek in Nepal in
March with the Gurkha Major. Tom
Langridge will, I understand, be in
Nepal at the same time. It was
marvellous to see his work with The
Pahar Trust also so deservedly
recognised with the award of the MBE.

Throughout the year the
outstanding contribution that 36
Engineer Regiment continues to make
in integrating The Queen's Gurkha
Engineers within the wider Corps
family has been evident at everyturn.
And I want to record my thanks to Lt
Col Bob Hendicott for wearing both the
CO and Commandant hats so elegantly.
Finally I cannot let this edition go by
without recording my thanks too for
everything that the Gurkha Major has
done for the Regiment over an
outstanding career. We all wish him
every good fortune for the future.




Commandant's Report
Lieutenant Colonel R C Hendicott MBE RE

Before I talk about the activities of the
Regiment, I would like to offer a brief
personal perspective after just over a
year as Commandant.

When I heard I was to be
Commanding Officer 36 Engineer
Regiment I had no idea that the
appointraent brought with it the honour
of being Commandant, The Queen's
Gurkha Engineers. When I found out
this was the case I assurmned, naively
perhaps, that this was some sort of
titular post but no more.

One year on I am much the wiser,
both about the role of the Commandant
and about Gurkhas generally and I have
been assisted up a pretty steep learning
curve by some outstanding advisers to
whom I am greatly indebted. The year
has been exceedingly busy. At
Regimental level we have grappled with
implementing the final phase of
redundancy and by the end of this year
The Queen's Gurkha Engineers will
comprise just 69 Gurkha Field
Squadron and a small number of Extra-
Regimentally Employed personnel.

Although we are just about to lose

67 Gurkha Independent Field
Squadron, in effect the two existing
squadrons are actually in the process of
merging.

Inevitably some extremely difficult
decisions have had to be made to
determine who should stay and who
would have to leave. Redundancy
announcements were made in early
1996, with the specific aim of ensuring
that those deploying operationally to
Bosnia knew where they stood before
they left.

Not surprisingly, the counselling
which has followed notification of
redundancies has been no easier than
the decision process itself. On
the positive side, however, 1 never
ceaseto be amazed at the good grace
and dignity with which those leaving
have taken their news. I cannot speak
from personal experience of the
manner in which 67 Squadron have
kept their tails held high, although I
know this to be the case.

But I have seen 69 Squadron at very
close quarters throughout their tour in
Bosnia. | know that no British squadron
could have maintained their enthusiasm
and dedication in such circumstances
and, to a man, they have brought
enormous credit on both the Regiment
and the Brigade of Gurkhas.

We are firmly in the era of
promotion and manning boards chaired
externally by the Officer in Charge of
the Manning and Records Officer at
Exeter, rather than conducting such
business totally in-house.

The advantages of this are clear, not
least in the sense that the slightly more
detached mechanism is seen by all as
being beyond reproach rather than
susceptible to internal manipulation.
The disadvantage is that it is difficult
enough trying to plan careers and
manning in a single squadron even with

KEN AND SANDRA READER
1988-90
Ken survived reaching 50, the London
Marathon (mainly due to support from
his family) and is enjoying his new post
in HQ Scotland looking after the Army
estate. Sandra and offspring have
settled in Ely and have accepted
reluctantly the separation. Sandra is
working part-time at a special needs
school and thoroughly enjoying it.
Natasha is 'between jobs' but is far from
idle. Nicholas, having completed his
management training and ran a store
for 5 weeks, has just been promoted to
run one three times larger.
[Our congratulations to Ken on
promotion to Lt Col - Ed]

MIKE AND GILL REYNOLDS
1967-68, 1981-831

"1996 saw some big changes for us. We
are back in UK having been abroad for
almost 9 out of the last 10 years. We are
now in Chilwell, Mike Dbeing
Commander Military Work Force.
Ironically he seems to spend much of
his time abroad! Gill has joined the
ranks of the unemployed, having
worked full time for the last 7 years.
She started a temporary job in January
and is hoping that it will develop into
something permanent. Louise got the
A level grades she needed for entry to
Exeter University to read French and
Spanish. She deferred her entry until
next year to take up a Jesuit
scholarship in Mexico. Mark is now in
his last year at Prep school, with the
Common entrance looming.

KENNETH ROBERTSON
1948-50
Colonel Robertson who was CO Engr
Trg Centre in Kluang now lives near
Woodbridge, Suffolk. He writes 'l
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vividly recall the Gurkha Engineers first
Dashera in 1948. The Gurkha chosen
to perform the head-cutiing ceremony
took his time. For about half-an-hour he
paced about, judging his task and the
behaviour of the beast. The music and
the singing became doleful and
apprehension gererally was growing.
Then suddenly there was a flash; so fast
I did not really see it. My first
comprehension was of a severed
bullock's head lying on the ground.
There was the most tremendous shout
of joy from all the Gurkhas. The
Gurkha Engineers had indeed arrived!"

IAIN AND MYRA STIRLING-STAINSBY
1992-94

He left the Regiment in 1994 and went
to learn to fly Gazelles at Middle
Wallop. He gained his wings in June
1995 and moved to Dishforth and then
to Belize on a four month roulement
tour. Excitements there included an
anti-drug smuggling operation. Another
short tour to Canada followed and he is
now waiting to go to JCSC in July 1997.
In the meantime he helps to change
nappies for son Aikma and daughter
Corazon.

PRISCILLA THOMAS

Priscilla Thomas (widow of Jumbo) is
well and kept very busy with her
extended family and all the local
activities in the small hamlet of
Graffham. Millie, her black labrador,
keeps her fit by insisting on two walks a
day and a cup of tea on the dot at 7am!
Visits from Hank and Juliet Bowen and
other old friends are very much
enjoyed, as is also the Magazine. She is
looking forward to celebrating the
Millennium on her 80th birthday.



DEREK AND PRUE MOORCROFT
1952-58, 1963-65

Derek and Prue are still living in the
same house they moved into 30 years
ago. Derek is fully occupied in the
garden, around the house and playing
golf trying to keep up with Prue who
still plays off a single figure handicap.
Both have been Captains and Derek
remains convinced that even a
Committee of two is one too many!
Simon, the only one married, has
recently adopted a daughter and lives
nearby. Toby, having gone through
Webber Douglas, gave up the idea of
acting years ago and is now in London
trying to produce a film. Joanna is in
Australia at Perth University. Michael
is in Lloyds Bank and, for the moment,
living at home. Their cat and dog
complete the family picture.

DUNCAN AND ROSEMARY MORRIS
1964-69

Duncan and Rosemary write that this is
a singularly appropriate moment for a
contribution to Family News. Duncan
has just taken early retirement from the
International Labour Organisation and
come home to Frampton on Severn. He
hopes to be able to continue to work in
the field of local-resources-based
infrastructural development, either as a
freelance consultant or as an adviser to
an international development or relief
organisation but based in the UK rather
than overseas. Both Duncan and Rosie
are looking forward to living in their
home, instead of visiting it, and to
catching up with 'lost' friends. Watch
out, the Morrises are about!

GRAHAM AND EMMA PHILLIPS
1983-85
"Home life had been busy and
demanding since the birth of our

42

daughter, Frances, in April 1995. She is
delightful in many ways though sadly
she has Downs Syndrome and epilepsy.
Matthew is now 6 and we are finding
out about his epilepsy and its
associated learning difficulties. So we
are very much part of the disabled
child's world with its joys, delights and
sadnesses. Yet we are learning to trust
God more, and to allow Him to sustain
us. Thomas, now 4 is energetic and full
of life and loves playing rough and
turable with Dad."

PHILIP AND KATE POOLE

1973, 1977-79, 1980-83, 1990-91
We made a bid to be '"The Most Moved
Major (and Family) in the Corps by
leaving the MOD and The Keep in Jan
94 for Stafford and HQ 30 Engr Bde.
Sadly, Options and DCS did for that,
and in less than 11 months we were off
to Herford and HQ 1(UK) Armd Div.
With promotion came another job in
MOD and so after 12 thoroughly
enjoyable months in Germany it was
back to the UK and another MOD job.
Kate juggles the demands of Edward
(5) and Lucy (3) from our quarter in
Bushey while Philip wastes 2 hours
each day on the train into and out of
London".

DESMOND AND MAJORIE QUIRKE
1965-68, 1970-72

Desmond finally retired from gainful
employment in September 1996 (MS in
HQ 2 Div, previously HQ EDIST,
previously Q NEDIST!). They regularly
visit sunny Spain where Matthew, their
eldest, resides. Their main occupations
apart from house, holiday cottage and
garden are JP work (Bench Chairman)
and trying to catch up with Marjorie's
head start in learning Spanish, and
improving their bridge.

the Dbenefit of
knowledge.

The difficulties of doing so without
knowledge of the long term plot need
no further explanation. Whilst on the
subject of manning, I am delighted to
welcome Captain (QGO) Tshering
Lama as our new Gurkha Major. He will
be promoted and assume the
appointment from Major (QGO)
Judbahadur Gurung in June next year.

I would also like to acknowledge the
outstanding contribution which JB
Saheb has made to the Regiment during
his tenure as Gurkha Major. The role he
has fulfilled is far more complex than
the traditional one and he has given his
all during a particularly difficult 2 years.
In particular, he has supported me
quite outstandingly and I would like to
thank him for that and wish him the
best of good fortune in the future. I
would also like to record formally my
appreciation of the hard work of the
two Squadron Commanders, Tim
Treanor and Alistair Sheppard. Both
leave at the end of the year, to take up
new appointments with the Directorate

detailed inside

of Military Operations and
Headquarters Engineer in  Chief
respectively.

Tim's successor is David Caulfield
who takes over in December 1996 and I
also extend a warm welcome to him as
he re-joins the Regiment. Finally, I
would like to thank General Richard
Peck for his huge contribution during 5
years as Colonel of the Regiment and
bid a warm welcome to our new
Colonel, General Tony Pigott, who
assumed his appointment in April 1996.

Turning now to the squadrons, in
seniority order. By the end of 1995,
when I visited them, the men of 67
Gurkha Independent Field Squadron
had begun to immerse themselves in
planning and recces for Exercise

Holdfast 96. This was a construction
exercise conducted in Eastern Nepal
building the Katari to Okhaldunga road
on an alignment selected by the Royal
Nepalese @ Army  Engineers and
continuing similar work undertaken by
the Squadron two years previously.

The work was extremely dangerous
(local military engineers have died on
several occasions in the past as a result
of rockfalls and plant slipping from the
pilot track) but was executed with
precision and skill to produce a finished
product of impressive standards.

While there the Squadron was
visited by the Engineer in Chief,
Colonel Brigade of Gurkhas and our
Defence Attache in Kathmandu
amongst many others. A number of
men took the opportunity to bring their
wives and families to see the Squadron
at work, and every man had the
opportunity to try white water rafting
on the Sun Khosi River. On
their return to Borneo Lines sadly they
had to turn to preparation in earnest
for Drawdown. This was another phase
of the year which was planned early
and has been executed with
considerable care and attention to
detail.

The Squadron's Disbandment
Parade took place at Sek Kong on 6
September and was, by all accounts, a
tour de force, although I was unable to
excuse myself from Bosnia to be there
myself. The salute was taken by
Commander British Forces, Major
General Bryan Dutton, and the
Squadron was accompanied on parade
by the band of the Corps of Royal
Engineers. Amongst the many visitors
was our new Colonel, Major General
Tony Pigott, who accepted the
Squadron's flag as it was lowered for
the last time.

Of 69 Squadron I have seen much



more, both in Maidstone and in Bosnia,
where they have been collocated with
me in Gornji Vakuf. Virtually the
whole of the past year has seen the
Squadron focused on their Operation
Resolute tour. I was in no doubt from
the outset that this was the 'make or
break' tour for the Regiment in its new
form, integrated much more -closely
with the Corps of Royal Engineers and
part of a British Sapper Regiment.

It is also worth noting that QGOs
commanded two of the four troops in
the Squadron, and rose to the challenge
with ease. The other two
were run by British officers without
QGOs, and the post of Troop QGO is
likely to lapse shortly. Contrary to
initial plans and expectations, the ACE
Mobile Force Troop, formed from H
Troop a year ago to meet a specific
commitment on NATO's Northern
Flank, deployed late and almost fresh-
foot from Norway to join the Squadron
in Bosnia. They now face just one
winter in Norway, in early 1997, in what
has turned out to be a very short lived
commitment, before reverting to the
normal field troop structure and their
old title.

69 Squadron as a whole set to with a
will in Bosnia and very rapidly made
themselves a force to be reckoned with.
By the end of the tour they had earned
a reputation for setting engineering

standards to which the other Sappers in
theatre could often only aspire.

The delight was that their sterling
work all took place under the full gaze
of the remainder of the Army, whether
they were troops in theatre from both
1st and 3rd Divisions, or the many very
senior visitors we hosted.

Overall, the tour could not have
come at a better time or have been
more widely seen by all elements of the
Army. [ will not steal the Squadron's
thunder by saying more about what
they did.

To conclude, 1996 has been a year
of mixed fortunes for The Queen's
Gurkha Engineers, as 1 predicted it
would be when I wrote my Report last
year. What I could never have
predicted is how outstandingly well our
Gurkha officers and soldiers have stood
up to the trauma of more redundancy
or what an unequivocal success the two
major deployments, one by each
Squadron, have been. The Queen's
Gurkha Engineers may be numerically
considerably smaller than we once
were, but the past year has
demonstrated beyond doubt that the
spirit of the full Regiment lives on and
it remains firmly established in the eyes
of the Army, the Corps of Royal
Engineers and the rest of the Brigade of
Gurkhas.

Jai QGE.

at Seaford College and thoroughly
enjoys the CCF, Jonathan is in his last
year at prep school and Ben continues
to be the clown of the family.

JAN LOWE 1970-78
Following his relatively short but
eventful time with Queens Gurkha
Engineers as Regimental Medical
Officer Jan returned to QEMH
Woolwich and spent the next four years
taking exams and learning to be a
cancer specialist. In 1981, at the end of
SSC, it became obvious that the future
of hospital specialists in the RAMC
would be limited. He left the Army and
started a Senior Registrar rotation,
based in the University of Leeds. He
was appointed Consultant Pathologist
in Bradford in 1983 and having briefly
flirted with diseases of the rich has
returned (so to speak) to an interest in
the breast, in particular breast cancer.
He maintains his contacts with the
military and is OC of a Squadron of 212
Field Hospital. He has three children,
James currently at University, Jenny
and Kathryn both at Bradford Girls
Grammar School and both having
represented Great Britain in Rhythmic
Gymnastics.

GUY AND JOANNA LUCAS
1968-73
Guy started his second career by
setting out as an EOD consultant in
September 1990. In 1991 they set up
BACTEC International Ltd as an EOD
and Mine Clearing Company. Guy was
contracted to set up and run the
project for the clearance of the UK
sector of Kuwait. This involved the
clearance of over 2,500 square
kilometres of Kuwait, the location and
disposal of 500,000 mines and
destruction of over 20,000 tonnes of
assorted ordnance. The workforce
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reached a ceiling of 700 of whom 100
were ex Gurkha Engineers who were
recruited and trained as EOD operators
and mine clearance teams. The four ex
Gurkha  Engineer teams = were
commanded by ex QGOs or QMSIs and
were a real credit to the regiment.
Since the completion of the Kuwait
project, Guy was contracted to set up
the UN Mine Action Centre in Angola
and currently his EOD teams are
employed in Aden, Europe and UK.
BACTEC will shortly be deploying
teams to Bosnia. Joanna runs the
company while Guy is "on site" in exotic
locations and is finding time to source
funding for the restoration of the
Theatre Royal in Chatham. On the
home front, Tatty married Nick, who
works for BACTEC, in 1994. Ben
attended law school and is now in
Birmingham as a trainee solicitor. Gael
and Anthony are still at school.

ANDY MACLACHLAN
1989-94
Andy writes that while on the staff at
RMAS he proudly wore the QGE
regalia. He and Lucy sadly parted
company in July 1995 and are now
divorced. He left the Army after his
Sandhurst tour and went to South
Africa to run a wildlife reserve.
Problems with his visa followed and he
is now back in England job-hunting. He
would like to hear from old friends via
his parents. Telephone number 01364
652479.
DOUGLAS MILLER
1953-63

Douglas remains happily vegetating in
Glasgow, with roots so firmly embedded
there that not even the alleged joys of
Kent, London or Hampshire can tempt
him south of the border. An exception
has been a couple of visits to Japan to
see his son, David, working there.



near Andover. The girls grow
extraordinarily fast and already plans
are heavily influenced by schools and
babysitters.

MARK INGRAM
1951-52

Mark Ingram writes that his khas kura
is now almost entirely atrophied since
he had to learn Russiant in the mid-
1950s and used that language in
military and then civilian contexts until
1971. Moscow named him as a naughty
capitalist spy and he was banned. Now
widowed these thirteen years and with
all three sons employed, married and
breeding elsewhere, he is continuing
his oil industry market intelligence
gathering and edits the quarterly "UK
Offshore Review" from home, more
because it is fun than to supplement his
pensions. His garden in Kent offers a
reasonable field of fire over the M20
motorway from the chunnel but
equipping and focusing the 7.62Hz
Napoleon-dissuader is still proving a
challenge. [Work that out! - Ed)

CHRIS AND JILL JARRETT-KERR
1988-90
Chris and Gill have set reasonably deep
roots in Camberley, where the
renovations to their house are half
complete after a mere 4-years. The
family is well and growing up fast. Tom
(13) is at school in Wokingham, William
(11) in Frimley and Alice (8) is also
nearby. Gill is at Wellington College,
part time, keeping her hand in at
nursing by tending to the young men
(and women now) in the Sanatorium.
Chris is now the Senior Litigation
Support Manager for Bowhawk
Consulting. This is a project
management role with a considerable
IT element and in the past year has
included the management of a major
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project to scan and code 3 million pages
into a database. It makes a change from
making candles. Chris still plays hockey
and assists with the coaching of the
under 12s at Camberley Hockey Club
most Sunday mornings.

JIM AND JANE KENNEDY
1952-54

Jim retired to Devon in 1988 after 10
years Bursaring at Rannoch seeking a
quiet life in a whitewashed cottage with
roses over the door and a view to the
distant sea . . . But an ancient Chapel
nearby had family connections with
Canada who own it, uniquely, as it is a
memorial to the first Lieutenant
Governor of Upper Canada and founder
of Toronto - so Jim is almost back
Bursaring again, arranging events and
generally looking after the Chapel. Jane
sticks firmly to gardening and choral
singing. Andrew has been in Perth and
is currently in the Antarctic again with
ANARE. Pippa is happily back home.
Pam and Billy Brown ventured down
this way last summer to keep the
Kennedy spirits high.

NICK AND JACKIE KYTE
1986-88
With three very young boys Nick and
Jackie arrived in the Regiment for the
Unit Education Officer's appointment in
response to "dream sheets" marked
"Hong Kong, Gurkhas, Urgent"! A
brilliant 2 years. A UK tour in Bulford
followed and then Fortune smiled again
- off to the sun in Gibraltar for 2 years.
Here there was a surprise but welcome
addition to the family, daughter Jossie!
Also a surprise and unwelcome phase -
involuntary redundancy. Fate smiled
again and they are now in Brunei, still
teaching English to Gurkhas, currently
2RGR.(Some are QGE transferees.) Kit
their eldest son is studying for GCSEs

67 GURKHA
INDEPENDENT FIELD
SQUADRON,

THE QUEEN'S GURKHA
ENGINEERS

SEPTEMBER 95 TO OCTOBER 96

Officer Commanding:
Major AC Sheppard RE

Gurkha Captain:
Captain (QGO) Mohankumar Gurung.

September 1995 to October 1996 has
been a busy period for 67 Gurkha
Independent Field Squadron, The
Queens Gurkha Engineers. It has
involved a major overseas deployment
to Nepal, numerous construction and
training exercises in and around Hong
Kong and, of course, the usual round of
sporting and social activities.

The period began with the return of
the Squadron from Exercise Jungle
Builder 95 in Brunei. Post exercise
leave did little to slow the pace of
activity, as the Squadron prepared to
support the Garrison FTX, celebrate
Dashain and commence preparation for
Exercise Holdfast 96.

The detailed reconnaissance for the
exercise, which was to involve
construction tasks on a sector of the
Katari to Okhaldhunga road in Nepal,
was underway within a week of the
Squadron's return from Brunei.

Meanwhile, the Squadron undertook
the responsibility for running the main
theatre Command Post Exercise,
Exercise Joint Emblem VIII. The Officer
Commanding was the exercise co-
ordinator, with the remainder of the
Squadron providing response teams,
watch keepers, exercise control and

administrative support. Exercise Town
Island II took place in November. The
Reverend Chan  persuaded the
Squadron to continue its good work for
his Drug Rehabilitation Centre. A
Troop, commanded by Lieutenant
Kieron Fitzpatrick, were tasked to
construct another two accommodation
blocks for the centre, again with all
stores and equipment supplied by air.

December saw the final visit to the
Squadron of the outgoing Colonel The
Queen's Gurkha Engineers, Major
General Peck. A families 'get together'
was organised and the General bade
farewell to the Squadron before finally
standing down for Christmas leave.

The Squadron returned from
Christmas leave and immediately
deployed on Exercise Holdfast 96.

The ten week exercise involved the
deployment of the whole Squadron to
undertake Troop size road construction
tasks.

The first task however was to
construct the Squadron camp at a site
adjacent to the Causeway constructed
by the Squadron on Exercise Holdfast
94. This task fell to B Troop. Having
completed 'Kluang Camp' (Named in
memory of the Squadron's first ever
location in 1948) the Troop tasks
commenced.

A and B Troops were co-located on
a sector of the road some seven
kilometres north of Kluang Camp.

A Troop worked on the slope below
the alignment of the road constructing
a dry stone gabion wall measuring 20m
long by 8m high, complete with
associated drainage, in the form of a
gabion cascade and scour protection
wall.

B Troop worked above the
alignment of the road constructing a
masonry breast wall of total length
120m, again with associated drainage.



C Troop's task site was located a
further 3 kilometres up the road. Their
task was to construct a 25m long
causeway and gabion retaining wall
with drainage in the form of a mortar
masonry cascade.

football, basketball and volleyball. The
Squadron came out victorious having
lost only the volleyball. The prize of two
goats was duly awarded and enjoyed by
all at an'extra messing' held the same
evening.

Gabion wall construction during Exercise Holdfast '96 in Nepal

Support Troop's task was to lay a gravel
pavement over a 3 km sector of the
road south of A and B Troops' site. All
the tasks involved some measure of
slope stabilisation (using Bio
Engineering techniques).

A small 'MACC' task to construct a
water supply system for a local school
was also carried out toward the end of
the construction phase. Concurrently
with the construction tasks members of
the Squadron took part in White Water
Rafting expeditions on the Sun Kosi
river.

During the exercise, sport managed
to feature prominently, with fixtures
against the local Royal Nepalese Army,
Kaliprasad Engineer Battalion at
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A Tug-of-War competition was also held
between the Squadron and the local
Infantry Battalion in Ithari. Having
performed valiantly the Squadron
narrowly lost to a team that it was later
discovered were the Royal Nepal Army
champions.

Just before returning to Hong Kong
the Squadron beat British Gurkhas
Nepal in a sports competition which
included volleyball, basketball, football
and a game often-a-side Rugby. Visitors
to the exercise came thick and fast and
included The Prime Minister of Nepal
(accompanied by several of his
ministers), Major General Dutton
(Commander British Forces Hong
Kong), Brigadier McGill (The Engineer

Justin (26) is publishing computer
games and based in Norwich. Annabelle
(24) is married in Portsmouth and has
produced Benjamin, grandson, now 8
months. Neville (22) having set up The
Fish with parents is back at The Sun at
Bentworth in Hampshire managing the
bar. Delighted to see old friends at The
Fish. Food is excellent, wine and beer
beyond reproach and, since there are 3
double rooms to let, no need for
excuses about having to drive!

JOHN AND TRICIA GETLEY
1956-61, 1964-66, 1968, 1971, 1973-79
John and Tricia continue to live in Fife,
close to the M90 and 25 miles north of
Edinburgh. John retired from an RO
appointment in the Spring 1996 and
keeps happily busy in the garden in the
summer and in the workshop for the
rest of the year. He takes orders for
ornamental wrought iron work and
bookbinding and does  general
maintenance. Tricia has sold her cows
but still has poultry and two working
labradors. The house is always full of
people and good company and time
passes so quickly. James is engaged and
has returned to work in this country
after ten years abroad which thrills
them. Andrew and his wife Alice live in
Edinburgh. Edward works in Holbeach

where he is very happy.

PETER AND CATHERINE GILBERT
1982-84
The end of 1996 finds the Gilbert family
well established in civilian life. Peter
now works for SBC Warburg, the
investment arm of Swiss Bank
Corporation. He has been helping to
reorganise some of the procurement
activities of the Bank, and having 're-
engineered' the hiring of teraporary
workers and IT contractors in London,
he is now repeating the work in New
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York and Switzerland. Catherine works
part-time for Monmouth Town Council
which fits in well with looking after the
two girls. Louisa (9) is in her second
year at the Haberdashers School and
Jessica (6) should join her in 1997. The
quality of life is so good around
Monmouth that the Gilberts have
bought a house 6 miles outside the
town and just 3 from the Tuggeys.

TONY AND LYNDA HARKING
1981-83, 1985-88

This had been a busy year for the
Harking family with a move to 21
Engineer Regiment, initially in
Nienburg and then in Osnabruck.
Philippa is at Walhampton School in
Lymington and thoroughly enjoying it,
Alexander joins her in 1997. The IRA
greeted the Regiment's arrival in
Osnabruck with a mortar attack which
was, fortunately, unsuccessful.  Tim
Beckh and Richard Burnet have resided
with Tony in RHQ so QGE has been
well represented but both have just
been posted so there remains but one
Hong Kong calendar. Next year sees
RHQ deploy to Bosnia with elements of
the three other Germany based
regiments - such is the level of
commitments these days!

MARK AND AMANDA HUGHES
1974, 1980-82
Mark and Amanda are nearing the end
of a 2-year, hugely enjoyable sojourn at
Waterbeach. The latter commands the
former who commands 39 Engineer
Regiment; the period from October 96
- April 97 was spent in Bosnia in a
range of different roles but essentially
providing the only engineer support to
the British deployment. Thereafter it
was back to the Plans and Programme
world at work as Colonel QMG2, and
back to the M3 corridor with housing



JOHN AND MAVIS ENGLISH
1955-60

John, being the only member of the
family not employed by the NHS, is
vegetating. The plot at the top of the
pasture has provided really fresh
vegetables and a grand spot in the sun.
He fills in with a little voluntary work,
minor projects and keeping up with the
cricket and horses. Mavis's title has
changed from Secretary to
Administrator but the work is the same.
Cathy is a psychiatrist with a special
interest in eating disorders, working for
the Cornwall Community Trust. Paddy,
having gained his MRCP is looking to
catch up on his surfing (he caught the
surf bug while working on Australia's
Gold Coast) before seeking a
Registrar's post. James has completed
his Junior Houseman year and is
currently working in casualty in Dorset
and returned to Cornwall in February
this year. He has also found an
intelligent girl with an interest in soccer
and surfing. As his elder brother said "A
match made in heaven."

DICK AND PAM FRANCIS
1950-56, 1960-63

Dick and Pam returned from holiday in
North America in November last. Life
goes on in Farnham as it has for 27
years now. Pam is still agency nursing.
Dick is a driver with a local garage,
which he says is great fun, and brings in
some Saturday pennies. Daughter Cara
has just returned from Peru with
Halcrow and sons now number a
stockbroker, a banker and a
pharmaceuticals field sales manager.
Son Adrian has introduced two new
small recruits to form the third
generation. Dick and Pam would be
delighted to hear from old friends who
may be passing through.
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JOHN AND BEROE FREELAND
1952-68

John and Beroe are proud grandparents
trying hard to retire from farming. Ian,
their eldest, is the working partner and
keeps the farm business going with a
young trainee to help with the beef
herd (still BSE free) and the flock of
mule ewes. Ian and his wife Helen live
in the farmhouse with their two girls
Henrietta and Kate. Justin left 9/12th
Lancers a year ago and is now in the
fine art trade in London where he keeps
the archives in a very smart shop in
New Bond Street. He enjoyed his year
with Christies as a student. Julia sells
tea in London for Whittards of Chelsea
but has been allowed a few months off
to help Raleigh International with a
building project in Uganda until early in
the new year. Sarah works for World
Challenge, placing young people and
school groups on various projects
worldwide and is very busy. The
children come home from time to time
when B & B wallahs have left any rooms
vacant. Beroe (cook and OC laundry)
and John (butler and general
dogsbody) have had a booming year
and visited South Africa for a month to
celebrate.

MIKE AND JENNY GAFFNEY
1963-68, 1977-79, 1983-85

Mike and Jenny are now proud
grandparents. They have been running
The Fish at Sutton Courtney since
August 95. The pub has just been
selected by Egon Ronay for a star in
their 1997guide 'one of only 60 in the
country ' for good food. This venture
followed Mike's 6 years in the NHS as
Chief Executive of Family Health
Services Authority in Buckinghamshire.
This career was brought to a halt by
amalgamation/disbandment - might as
well have stayed in the Army really!

in Chief) and Colonel Willis (Colonel
The Brigade of Gurkhas).

After the project was completed
most of the men managed to get home,
leaving the Squadron Officers to head
for Everest or India depending on their
want. Troop Commanders Lieutenants
Kieron Fitzpatrick and Peter Smyth
carried out duty treks. Eventually it
was time to return to Hong Kong via
Kathmandu for a well earned Easter
break.

The return from Exercise Holdfast
did little to slow the pace of activity. C
Troop were immediately tasked to
provide a demolition demonstration for
the HQBF Consular Day while B Troop
commenced the preparation for the
yearly Ward Haven Refurbishment.

The Diving Team successfully
completed its yearly assessment and
eight members of the Squadron passed
their Diving Aptitude Test. Exercise
Safe Conduct II took place in May and
involved anintensive package of
individual training, culminating in an
overnight 'Tab' across Sai Kung.
Planning for withdrawal started in
earnest and Staff visits were organised
to address the various drawdown
issues.

Captain (QGO) Hombahadur Rana
was appointed the Unit Resettlement
Officer and set about planning for the
future departure of the 65 soldiers due
to leave the Squadron at the end of the
year.

The Squadron's final exercise as an
operational unit took place in August. C
Troop (with the Diving Team attached)
deployed for Exercise Town Island III.
The exercise involved an upgrade of
accommodation and repair of the
Island's only jetty. At the individual
level Lt Kieron Fitzpatrick took part in
Exercise PALEX 96, an exchange
attachment with an officer from the US
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Corps of Engineers in Hawaii. After 11
weeks of hard work Spr Khadgabahadur
Gurung became the first Gurkha to pass
the All Arms Commando Course, paving
the way for more Gurkhas to follow in
his footsteps. Captain Andy Clee also
successfully passed the course.

At the beginning of September the
Squadron turned its attention to the
Disbandment Parade. A great deal of
effort went into preparation for the
parade and its associated functions of
the cocktail and families parties. The
events were a complete success and the
Squadron gained much praise for an
excellent display, marching off the
square for the last time with their heads
held high. (see separate article) 1996
was a mixed year for the Squadron's
sports teams.

Commendable efforts came in the
British Forces Hong Kong athletics,
swimming, and basketball
championships, and the Squadron also
participated in the Hong Kong skill at
arms meeting (finishing runners up in
the Minor Units competition), the Khud
Race, and Trail walker (completing the
course in less than 24 hours, despite
only two short training sessions).

Tae Kwan Do experts, LCpl
Jiwanpyara Limbu and Spr Indra Rai,
continued to compete at an extrermely
high level winning Gold and Silver
respectively in the European Open
championships.

The period has been one of some
change in personalities in the
Squadron. A large changeover of
manpower took place between 67 and
69 Squadrons in September '95
including an exchange of Sergeant
Majors, with newly promoted Sergeant
Major Chutrabahadur Shrestha moving
to 69 Squadron and Sergeant Major
Jagatprasad Gurung coming from the
United Kingdom.



At the same time Lieutenant (QGO)
Dalbahadur Limbu arrived from the
United Kingdom to take up the post of
C Troop QGO. In March '96 the Second
in Command Captain Robert Orr
departed for a Staff Officer post in
Brecon. There have been several
promotions including that of Corporal
Prembahadur Rana to Sergeant as well
as the selection of the Quartermaster,
Captain Les Thomas, for promotion to
Major on 30 September '96.

The SQMS, Staff Sergeant 'Jonah'
Jones, was also selected for promotion
on posting to Chilwell in the new year.

The period has been an extremely
busy one for members of 67 Squadron.
The Squadron went Non-Operational on
1 October and the last soldier departed
on 18 December '96 finally ending 46
years of association between the
Queen's Gurkha Engineers and Hong
Kong.

Members of the Squadron have now
turned their attention to the future
whether it be with 69 Squadron in the
United Kingdom or as a Civilian in
Nepal or indeed the Far East.

One thing however will continue to
remain with them; that being the
memory and pride of having served in
67 Gurkha  Independent Field
Squadron.

Jai The Queens Gurkha Engineers.
by Capt JER Fernandes RE
and 2Lt JWJ Warren RE

67 Gurkha Independent Field
Squadron's Disbandment Parade
With the closure of Hong Kong coming
ever closer, a number of units
commenced preparations to leave the
territory for good.

One of the first to leave was 67
Gurkha Independent Field Squadron of
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the Queen's Gurkha Engineers who
disbanded at the end of 1996. On
Friday September 6th 1996 a parade
was held at Borneo Lines to mark the
occasion.

The salute was taken Dby
Commander British Forces, Hong Kong,
Major General Bryan Dutton in the
presence of the Colonel The Queen's
Gurkha Engineers, Major General Tony
Pigott.

67 Squadron was the first Gurkha
Engineer Squadron and was formed in
Malaya in 1948. During its history the
Squadron saw continuous service in
Malaya, Brunei and Hong Kong and
became the only Engineer Squadron in
Hong Kong following the disbandment
of Regimental Headquarters, 68 and 70
Squadrons in 1994.

In the last two years of its life the
Squadron deployed on three major
construction exercises to Nepal and
Brunei. They were also heavily
involved in Operation Dawn, a drug
rehabilitation project on Town Island in
Hong Kong.

The parade was preceded by a
cocktail party in the Sek Kong Station
Officers' Mess to thank all those people
who had helped the Squadron in the
last few years.

There was also a large contingent of
ex QGE officers and men who had
travelled from all over South East Asia
to attend the Parade.

Amongst the special guests were
three former members of 67 Squadron
who were part of the Squadron at its
formation.

Major Geoffrey Bennett was the first
OC and joining him at the parade were
Ex - Corporal Dave Mayhew and Lt
Ranbahadur Gurung. The parade itself
was a poignant occasion. The Band of
the Corps of Royal Engineers put on a
very impressive display for the first

the West Country and South Wales.
When he has time, he plumbs in new
wells, re-wires and re-roofs the old
farmhouse where he and Sarah slung
their anchor. Sarah gardens to keep up
with the devastation caused by heavy
machinery. Joanna works for Time
magazine in London, Alastair has a SSC
with the Irish Guards and James is
doing a BSc in Archaeology. James' dig
at Box Grove was a chance to see the
Knowles, who live in West Sussex.
Doug and Margaret Humphrey are
neighbours in Somerset.

RICHARD AND YVONNE COBBOLD
1989-92

Since leaving 70 Squadron in 1992 the
Cobbolds have had two moves, now
finding themselves at RAF Kinloss in
the North of Scotland, a foreign tour
without the perks, except for numerous
visitors. The educational steam roller
moves relentlessly onward with Claire
nearly through prep school, Nick on A
levels, Katherine into medical school
and Yvonne ever better qualified and
more experienced (and employed full
time to boot). Meanwhile the ever
thinning on top major marvels at the
odd, wayout jobs he gets given to do
(by HM that is, not the family). Taking
over from commercial consultants
seems rather back to front in this day
and age. When not at the beck and call
of the boys in blue Richard and Yvonne
are probably to be found up to their
necks in church activities of one hue or
another. As to the future? . . . the
Sassenachs understand a little bit more
about national identity and hope to
migrate south in the coming warm
weather.
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JOHN AND PHILIPPA DURRANCE
1979-81, 1986-87

John's recent posting as the Army
member of the Directing Staff at the
RAF Staff College was the perfect rest-
cure from the rigours of commanding
35 Engineer Regiment. Unfortunately
the quality of life was far too high and
John was moved on after six months to
Engineer Branch, HQ LAND in
December 1995. Philippa reluctantly
gave up her job in Yately to move down
to Wilton but is now happily teaching in
a school near Andover. Their two
sons, Martin and Timothy (now 12 and
10), are at Great Walstead School, near
Haywards Heath, and keen on soccer
and rugby respectively. John still plays
hockey for HQ Land and Salisbury and
both he and Philippa have recently
completed half-marathons. They expect
to be in Wilton for three years and
would welcome visitors.

JOHN AND JANE EDWARDS

1957-63, 1969-71, 1973-75
John and Jane Edwards are now into
their third year of retirement in
Westerham, and as seems to be a
common experience, becoming busier
all the time. John is a Parish Councillor,
has been setting up a countrywide
fundraising structure for the Gurkha
Welfare Trust and is, of course,
Chairman QGEA and the Perowne
Trust and a Trustee of the Regimental
Trust. Jane is Treasurer of the
Westerham Society and Trustee of the
local almshouses. This still leaves
plenty of time for golf at Tandridge, and
sailing in their 28 foot yacht out of the
Medway; also a good deal of travel,
notably this year to the States and next
year to South Africa.



FAMILY NEWS

RICHARD AND BRIGITTE BEAZELY
1972-75

Richard and Brigitte have been in Hong
Kong since September 1994. Richard is
helping to build the new Airport
Railway to Cheptap Kok, working for
MTRC. Richard finds life not quite
what it used to be in 72 as a troop
commander in Perowne Barracks!
Brigitte, Christopher (9) and Geraldine
(7) recently moved to Spain where they
bought a villa outside Marbella in
August 96 so Richard is looking for any
legal business to run in Marbella where
he plans to settle after working in 10
countries in 10 years. All QGE are
welcome to visit. There is plenty of
accommodation, swimming pool etc.
Richard attended the disbandment
parade of 67 Squadron in Sekong where
he met many old friends at that
memorable but sad occasion. He met up
with Stuart Thornborough who is just
the same!

GEOFF AND JUNE BENNETT

1948-51
Geoff and June have been happy
wanderers with the construction

industry since leaving the Army in
1964. Changes of languages and home-
helps have kept them alert and the
problems with broken and missing
personal effects with each move have
had their frustrations! Geoff was
involved with Sentosa's Underwater
World and is now in Malaysia (Penang)
building another hotel. He was
delighted to receive an invitation from
OC 67 Squadron to attend the
disbandment parade in Hong Kong -
very memorable. Their two offspring
are in Australia and they much enjoy
their five grandchildren.
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PETER BOWDEN
1988-91

Peter has become engaged to Jacky
Coburn and they are now living at High
Trees, Goose Rye Road, Worplesdon,
Surrey, GU3 3RJ. When Peter left the
Army in 1993 he moved to Citibank. He
remains with the bank, based in the
Strand, and as a result of planned
recruitment is now swrrounded by
numerous other retired officers
including a number of former brigade
members. He hopes to attend QGEA
functions in the future, [hopefully
complete with fiancee/bride - Ed]

BILL AND JAN BRANFORD
1955-58
Bill's tennis and squash activities were
slowing down due to age but have
recently come to an abrupt end with a
hip injury. His shooting activity as a
"brusher" is also at an end but they still
have a small shoot in Norfolk. The
squash and tennis courts are still used
by former pupils and friends. Jan is now
more mobile than Bill but both use
buggies to get about at their shoot.
They still have a second house at
Brancaster Stouthe in Norfolk but are

spending less time there.
MIKE AND GILL CALVERT
1964-69
Mike and Gill moved to Great

Missenden, Bucks in 1994. Their boys
Tom (15) and Matthew and John (14)
are in local graramar schools. Mike left
IBM in 1991 and now works for BT.

JEREMY AND SARAH CHAPMAN
1967-72
After 30 years of moving around,
Jeremy and Sarah have been happily
settled in Somerset for 4 years. Jeremy
runs two Regions of the Federation of
Master Builders and is getting to know

From left to right:
Major (Retd) Geoffrey Bennett the
Sirst OC of 67 Squadron, Cpl (Retd) D
Mayhew (who trained the first batch
of recruits of the newly formed
Gurkha Engineers in 1948/49) and
the current Officer Commanding 67
Squadron Major AC Sheppard RE.
The photograph was taken after the
disbandment parade on Friday 6th
September, 1996.(QGO)

twenty minutes. At 1900 hrs the
Squadron marched onto the square led
by the Pipes and Drums of the First
Battalion the Royal Gurkha Rifles.

After the inspection by General
Dutton, the flag was lowered for the
last time and marched off to the sound
of a lone piper before being presented
to General Pigott, the Honorary Colonel
of the Queen's Gurkha Engineers. The
Squadron then marched off the square
to the sound of Auld Lang Syne.

It was a sad moment but the Queen's
Gurkha Engineers will continue to
make a significant contribution to the
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British Army and the Royal Engineers.

Approximately half of the
Squadron's men proceeded to Nepal
and civilian life.

The remainder of the men were
posted to Maidstone in Kent to join 69
Gurkha Field Squadron as part of 36
Engineer Regiment so the Queen's
Gurkha Engineers will continue to
thrive.

After the Parade, the Squadron
threw a big party in the vehicle sheds
for all the men and their families. Each
member of the Squadron was presented
with an engraved tankard as a momento
of his service with 67 Squadron.

The party was a great success and
included displays of traditional Nepali
dancing.

It was a fitting end to a day that
represented the end of an era for the
Queen's Gurkha Engineers in Hong
Kong and the party went on long into

the night.
by Lt P E Smyth RE



69 GURKHA

FIELD SQUADRON
Magjor TLV Treanor RE

For 69 Gurkha Field Squadron, 1996
was dominated by Operation
RESOLUTE, the UK's contribution to
the NATO led Implementation Force
(IFOR) deployed to Bosnia to enforce
the military aspects of the General
Framework Agreement for Peace
(GFAP).

Our 6 month tour in the period
March - September presented many
challenges, but also gave us the
opportunity to make a contribution to
the peace process. It also reinforced
our integration into the Corps of Royal
Engineers and the wider Army; we
served initially under command of 38
Engineer Regiment and then under our
own Commandant as Commanding
Officer 36 Engineer Regiment and we
provided General Engineer Support to
both 1 and 3 Divisions.

During 1995 our planning for the
proposed deployment to Bosnia had
assumed that we would deploy with
about 100 men and as part of the UN
force, UNPROFOR. However, the
signing of the GFAP at Dayton created
new possibilities. For us this meant
going at 'best effort', around 175 men,
including our REME Fitter Section and
the AMF (L) Troop.

To prepare for this Peace Support
Operation we conducted individual and
section level military and combat
engineer training, including a week at
Wyke Regis in December 1995, as well
as trade and project management
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revision at Brompton. Our operational
effectiveness was finally honed and
tested by the UN Training and Advisory
Team at Copehill Down on Salisbury
Plain, where we were put through
scenarios to replicate the conditions in
Bosnia. It was there that we were
visited by both the  Colonel
Commandant and Colonel Brigade of
Gurkhas.

We were fortunate to serve in
Bosnia in a most permissive
environment. Climatically this was so,
as we arrived at the end of Winter,
witnessed a beautiful Spring, enjoyed a
warm Summer and departed as the
leaves turned for Autumn. Politically,
we benefitted from the high level of
compliance by the Former Warring
Factions with the GFAP; freedom of
movement and freedom of action
allowed us to work positively.

Professionally, we were able to work
to our strengths, as camp construction,
route maintenance and G5 tasks were
all deliberate operations utilising the
Squadron's trade and construction
management experience, gained on
Exercise Waterleap 95 in Canada.

We deployed in 3 groups between 9
and 16 March. Squadron Headquarters
and Echelon worked from the Precision
Factory in Gornji Vakuf. The troops
were normally deployed independently,
3 or 4 hours away from our base, but
returned there between tasks.

At the beginning of the tour, we
constructed additional accommodation
blocks and were able to form our own
lines, known as 'Chiple Gaon' or
'‘Slippery Village' after the muddy
conditions first encountered.

already been well trodden by preceding
reports over the years. Whilst we
cannot afford to be complacent our
financial viability and the fact that we
are the only museum representing all
Gurkha Regiments should tell in our
favour.

SPECIAL EVENTS
We staged a very successful Exhibition
from 13 - 26 August to commermorate
Gurkha participation in the Gallipoli
Campaign in WWI1. It is the 80th
Anniversary of the final withdrawal
from Gallipoli this year. The 4th, 5th,
6th and 10th Gurkhas were all involved.
As a result of 6GR RA loaning us
their magnificent painting of 6 GR
storming Sari Bair and 2 RGR loaning
us (on behalf of 10 GR RA) the 10 GR
Helles centrepiece, plus painstakingly
collected photos, models, uniforms,
video etc, we were able to hold a
memorable exhibition.

THE GALLERY

We have significantly expanded the
commercial letting of the Gallery which
has been reflected in greater income.
Please remember it is a splendid venue
for parties of up to seventy and rates
are very reasonable. 6 GR RA are most
generously loaning us their portrait of
HM The Queen by Dennis Fildes which
is now on its way from 1 RGR in Hong
Kong. It will hang in the Gallery and

compliment our other Fildes picture of
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh loaned to
us by 7 GR.

THE LIBRARY

The library and archives are being
reorganised into a more logical and
accessible structure. We continue to
attract a steady stream of researchers
and authors. Remember this is the only
comprehensive collection of Gurkha
historical archives and is therefore
unique.

THE SHOP
All aspects continue to go from
strength to strength wunder the

management of Gillian Gutteridge and
her devoted band of volunteers and we
are delighted to welcome Imogen
Corrigan (wife of Major Gordon
Corrigan MBE) as our newest shop
volunteer.

PLEA

The Gurkha Museum is the guarantor of
the glorious memory of 181 years' of
Gurkha Service with Britain. If this is
important to you please think of
becoming a Subscriber.

If covenanted, your 15 becomes
worth 18 to us. Please also consider
remembering us in your Will, so that
your affection for Gurkhas during your
life can be carried on after you have
gone.




THE GURKHA MUSEUM

Curator's Report

(Great work is being done in the
Gurkha Museum, Peninsular
Barracks, Winchester. Those readers
who have not yet seen it are missing
a good day out! I am including
Brigadier Chris Bullock's report in
Sull - Editor)

GENERAL

The last year has seen us faced by a
number of new problems and one or
two imponderables; some problems
have been solved, others remain.
Financially we are doing satisfactorily,
despite a lack of high profile events
such as VE and VJ Days to help us. The
building development of Peninsula
Barracks is now proceeding very
quickly in most areas. MOD reductions
in financial support for military
museums are in the pipeline.

MUSEUM STAFF
We continue to be splendidly served by
our Gurkha staff who make so many of
the things we want to do possible.
Colonel DR d'A Willis, Colonel
Brigade of Gurkhas, has been
exceptionally supportive, staging one
day of the Brigade Week Conferences
at the Museum in an attempt to
introduce influential members of the
Brigade to the Museum. On the
succeeding day the Curator was kindly
given time to plead the Museum's
cause.

DEVELOPMENT OF
PENINSULA BARRACKS
This is now proceeding quickly with a
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show flat in Long Block opened on 28
June to a fanfare of Gurkha pipes and a
press lunch in the Gallery. The old
garrison church is now a cinema and
two more new blocks of terraced
houses in Lower Barracks are nearly
completed. Only in the part still owned
by a separate company does progress
lapse. There are one or two Romanian
workers served by an ancient bulldozer
who spasmodically move a pile of
health hazard rubble from one
inconvenient position to another -
perhaps hoping to be bought out!

We welcome completion of this
development, which should bring much
needed life and rejuvenation to the long
moribund barracks area. The
Winchester Military Museums initiative
to buy the area of the old cookhouse for
a central facility for all the museums is
awaiting the outcome of a feasibility
study, progress of which is being
closely monitored.

Money of course will be the next
requirement but The National lottery's
seemingly boundless generosity
encompassing some very surprising

causes gives grounds for limited
optimism.
MOD FINANCIAL SUPPORT

As presaged in my last news letter MOD
have made a decision to reduce
financial support to MOD funded
museums by 12% from 1998. In hand
with this reduction MOD have
commissioned a firm of civilian auditors
'Deloitte and Touche' to study MOD
museums and come up with a report to
MOD on their viability and a
recommended future policy on MOD
support. This report is due in
November. Much of this ground has

Captain Bob Peet, the Second-in-

Command, controlled current
operations and co-ordinated the myriad
of  detail. Captain (GCO)
Mahendraparsad Gurung, the

Operations Officer focused on planning
future tasks and, in conjunction ‘with
the Quartermaster, Captain David

Coles, tracked all engineer material.
Working for the Operations Officer

the manning issues required to merge
the Squadrons of our Regiment and was
the resettlement officer for those
departing. He and the Sergeant Major,
WO2 (SSM) Chutrabahadur Shrestha
did an excellent job sustaining morale.
It is a remarkable fact that 40% of
the Squadron would depart on pension,
redundancy or transfer to the Infantry
upon our return. The dedication and

"lr]\’

Artistic Impression brings happiness!

were Lieutenant (QGO) Krishnadhoj
Sahi MBE, as the G5 Liaison Officer,
and the 3 Reconnaissance Sergeants.
They were normally working on tasks
that the troops would execute months
later, as a great deal of careful planning
was required. They successfully
identified projects that would reinforce
peace and repair the war-shattered
infra-structure.

The Gurkha Captain, Captain (QGO)
Buddhikumar Gurung concentrated on
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professionalism of all ranks was
outstanding and it is doubtful that a
British squadron could continue to
achieve so much under these
conditions.

G Troop was commanded by
Captain (QGO) Damar Ghale. Having
completed 'Chiple Gaon', the troop was
committed to a series of camp
improvement tasks. Sections deployed
to improve conditions for Royal Signals
detachments at five hill top locations.



Typically, these were week-long
deployments requiring a range of trade
skills and plenty of improvisation. The
section commanders enjoyed the
independence and challenge; one
section, however, would have preferred
not be marooned for a further 5 days
with few rations when the weather
turned and the helicopter could not
recover them.

The troop worked in two battery

Sanski Most to replace a war-damaged
one. It is a 9 bay Triple Double Extra
Widened Bailey Bridge, but has new
abutments and approaches enabling us
to install level ramps.

The intention is that the bridge will
serve military traffic, but will also be
easy for civilian traffic to use in the long
term.

In accordance with the Theatre
tradition, it is named after a Sapper VC

Home Bridge - 9 Bay TD EWBB

locations at Jezero and Jajce to upgrade
the factory facilities by installing
containerised ablutions, called TCUs, or
Toilet Combination Units.

This seemingly straightforward task
was complicated by having to install the
associated services: generator farm, a
chlorinated water storage and supply
system and a sewage treatment plant.

The troop's final task was the
construction of an MLC 80 crossing at
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Lieutenant Home, a Bengal Sapper and
Miner decorated during the Indian
Mutiny.

H Troop, commanded by Captain
Colin Tomlinson, were withdrawn from
the AMF(L) Winter deployment just as
the vehicles were about to be loaded
aboard the ship, but with men already
in Norway. After a brief training period,
they joined the Squadron on 3 April.
Their first task was preparing the new

regiments, the Gurkha Officers felt
most strongly the loss of the "Royal"
designation, the men who thought
anything perhaps mourned the loss of
the Crown from their buttons and
badges. However, as the implications of
the Royal Warrant came to be
understood so fresh enthusiasm
entered and affected almost every facet
of Regimental life.

The Commanding Officer could,
with justice, describe the signing of the
amendment as the most fundamental
event of 1955 " . . . now our Gurkhas are
enlisted, and QGO's commissioned, into
the Gurkha Engineers . . . it makes us
more of a part of the family of the
Brigade . . . it gives us the chance of
establishing our own individual,
regimental traditions, customs and
spirit . . . the ball is at our feet.

The immediate effects were few, the
recruits at the Depot moved from the
right of the line on the pass off parade
but work could now start on the new
Dress Schedule."

The regimental 'device', previously
recognised for unofficial use was now
standing ready for formal aproval and
submission was made to Whitehall but
there it was nearly two years before
approval was received from the Dress
Committee - "Two kukris in saltire, the
blades upwards and outwards, ensigned

with a grenade and over the pommels, a
scroll inscribed 'Ubique' in gold". In the
meantime approval was anticipated by
the purchase out of regimental funds of
a first issue of badges, in plain white
metal for berets and kilmarnocks, and
in a silver and gold for officers' caps.

From the outset the Engineer in
Chief authorized the continued use of
Royal Engineer badges and insignia,
and the Chief Royal Engineer, General
Sir Edwin Morris, KCB, OBE, MC wrote,
on 28th February 1956 "The Corps of
Royal Engineers . . . to The Gurkha
Engineers . . . the right to use the Corps
colours and to retain in perpetuity such
Royal Engineer devices on their
regimental property . . ."

It took some years for the full and
regular supply of badges, buttons and
other accoutrements to be provided by
Ordnance and RE buttons and shoulder
titles were not completely eliminated
for a number of years.

The final, formal link with the Corps
of Royal Engineers was forged on 31st
January 1958, in Army Order No.l. of
that year, which proclaimed that; "Her
Majesty the Queen has been graciously
pleased to approve the affiliation of The
Gurkha Engineers, the Brigade of
Gurkhas, to the Corps of Royal
Engineers."
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"Queen's Gurkha Sapper"
An Extract

To whet the appetite for the History of
our Regiment, being wrilten by
Brigadier Hank Bowen, the following
extract will be of interest to readers

young and old alike.
-Editor.
The Gurkha Engineers
1955
During 1955 the Regiment was
outwardly absorbed in the new
operational environment and

shouldering its share of the burden of
the Emergency but far greater changes
were afoot. The status of the Regiment
was determined.

Under the terms of the Tripartite
Agreement the Gurkha could only be
enlisted into the Brigade of Gurkhas. 67
and 68 Squadrons, and later RHQ 50
Field Engineer Regiment, were units of
the Royal Engineers.

The men were enlisted into into the
rifle regiments and then permanently
attached to the Royal Engineers. The
men were kept on the regimental rolls
of their parent battalions.

Queens Gurkha Officers were
commissioned into rifle regiments.
Apart from the  administrative
nightmare of trying to maintain records,
this was not a good way to build up and
raaintain esprit de corps, or unit
morale. The problem was not peculiar
to the Gurkha Engineers, it also
affected the Gurkha Signals and the
Gurkha Military Police.

It was necessary to amend the Corps
warrant, either by including the Gurkha
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units within their specialist Corps, or by
forming up the new Gurkha units as
integral units of the Brigade of
Gurkhas.

However, there would remain
problems of precedence and of Royal
titles. Would the sappers continue to be
right of the line, and would they, could
they, remain "Royal", if they became
part of the Brigade of Gurkhas?

The Rifle Regiments were reluctant
to accept the new boys as being senior
to them and were concerned that
should the Corps units be granted a
Royal title this could in time affect their
own chances of gaining a Royal title.

After a great deal of
correspondence, negotiation and
clandestine conversations and lobbying
a compromise was reached.

On 29 September 1955 Army Order
102/1955 was published, in which the
Corps units were to be component
parts of the Brigade of Gurkhas and
setting the precedence within the
Brigade as follows:

2nd King Edward VII's
Own Gurkha Rifles
(The Sirmoor Rifles)
6th Gurkha Rifles

7th Gurkha Rifles

10th Princess Mary's
Own Gurkha Rifles
Gurkha Engineers
Gurkha Signals
Gurkha Military Police

This announcement was greeted with
mixed feelings. That it was announced
with little warning prevented the
Commanding Officer from prepairing
against its impact; the officers resented
the loss of precedence to the rifle

Divisional Héadquarters in Banja Luka;
32 Engineer Regiment constructed the
accommodation.

In order to convert the Metal
Factory's office building, there was
much trade work, for example to
upgrade the electrical distribution
system. Hardstandings and other
facilities also had to be built for the
Divisional Signals Regiment.
Throughout the remainder of the tour,
the Troop concentrated upon

Rewarding work for the people of Bosnia

upgrading facilities in camps. As G
Troop did, they installed TCUs with the
associated services in two camps in
Glamoc and in our own camp in Gornji
Vakuf, where they also conducted
much other winterisation work. They
also reinforced G Troop at Sanski Most.

I Troop, commanded by Captain
Stewart Cook and mounted in Saxon
wheeled armoured personnel carriers,
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had a tour 'in two halves'. For 3 months
they were based at Kupres constructing
a 250 man camp for the RLC General
Support Regiment. Located at an
altitude of 1200 m, this place is bitterly
cold during the Winter and so the camp
was designed to an exacting
specification.

This was the largest task the
Squadron completed and included 63
Accommodation Units, a containerised
kitchen and cold stores, a dining room,
laundry and 12 TCUs; it was served by a
50,000 litre water tank with in-line
chlorination, four 250 kW generators,
and 2 containerised  sewerage
treatment plants; everything was
connected by 250m of raised walkways
with roofs.

The quality of the trade work

attracted much favourable comment
and the Troop gained much satisfaction
from being able to complete a §2
million task according to the Squadron
motto, "Do the job correctly, first time
and safely".
After installing a containerised kitchen
in the Precision Factory, attention
shifted to G5 tasks in the rural areas
around Gornji Vakuf.

Taking advantage of the improved
conditions by mid Summer, we wanted
to improve freedom of movement away
from the main roads. I Troop
completed two tasks in the head waters
of the River Vrbas: the repair of a road
undercut by a river in three places and
an 8m non-equipment bridge.

They finished the tour by
constructing a wooden 40m, 4 span
bridge to replace a similar structure at
the end of its useful life. It was named



'Gurkhali Pul' or 'Gurkha Bridge'.

These tasks were interesting
professionally, as they contained good
engineering challenges and brought the
men into contact with the ordinary
rural population, whose concerns are
not that different from those of farmers
throughout the world, include those
from the Nepalese foothills.

They also made a useful
contribution to repairing the local infra-
structure; the 8 m bridge may not have
been large, but it was important to the
communities who had to move two
tonnes of sheep's cheese to market.

Plant Troop was commanded by
Captain (QGO) Tshering Lama. Having
very experienced Plant Operators and
being equipped with 11 plant machines
and 4 dump trucks, it was a most
capable asset.

At first there was a requirement to
maintain freedom of movement on the
main supply routes by the clearance of
snow, ice and rocks.

Their effort was then focused upon
laying aggregate bases for the various
camp construction tasks, especially at
Kupres. With Spring well established,
route maintenance became possible; in

particular, a 17 km section of Route
Diamond from Gornji Vakuf to Vitez
was graded. Among many other tasks,
they made a significant contribution to
the G5 effort. Much of the civil
reconstruction was funded by the
Overseas Development Agency and one
of their themes was rubbish disposal;
Plant Troop dozed the rubbish tip in
Gornji Vakuf and then constructed an
aggregate access track.

They also cleared insanitary ditches
which was vital for many of the G5
tasks already described. Their final task
was excavating the abutments at Sanski
Most and constructing the access roads.

The climax of the tour was on 2
September, when the Commander of
Multi-National Division (South West),
Major General J Kiszeley MC, opened
both Home Bridge and Gurkhali Pul and
presented IFOR medals to the
Squadron.

It was then time to hand over to the
incoming squadron and return for
leave, for many taken in the UK with
their families or at home in Nepal. So, a
truly remarkable year for the Squadron
ends, with much achieved and only
marred by Phase 5 of the Drawdown.
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they should be co-ordinated by
someone in that theatre, and that there
were QGOs who were also working in
that area who might enjoy more
contact. The Chairman said that the
Committee would follow up these ideas
during the year.

Action: Committee

ITEM 10. NEPAL MATTERS

14. Col Chesshyre brought the meeting
up to date with progress on an affiliated
organisation in Nepal. There was
evident enthusiasm within Nepal for
some  co-ordination of ex-QGE
pensioners; the GM had offered to
follow up various ideas when he returns
to Nepal. The proposal was for three
centres -Pokhara, Kathmandhu, and
Dharan - each would have a retired
QGO as head, a secretary to keep the
nominal role and details of members;
and there would be rules for the
organisation. The GM was planning to
discuss the ideas with other Corps' GMs
and would try to identify suitable
candidates for the posts.

15. The clear feeling of the meeting
was that the Association should help
with the establishment of the Nepal
organisation, and that perhaps
providing computers would be a
suitable contribution.

ITEM 11 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

16. Address list. There is a need for a
reissue of the address list; various ideas
were put forward to reduce the burden
of keeping up to date with the large list
of members and reducing nugatory
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paperwork. It was agreed that the
Secretary would look at ways to
produce a meaningful document; he
would consult the Corps database, and
consider a list of retired officers only, or
perhaps an annotation of the Corps list.
Action: Secretary

17. Col Bill asked for details of the
Perowne Trust to be published in the
Magazine. This was agreed.

Action: Editor

ITEM 12.
VENUE FOR THE 1997 AGM
AND REUNION

18. The President stated that the Staff
College was most unlikely to be
available for 1997 as the changes to a
tri-service Staff College meant that a
considerable building programme had
to be undertaken.

The Chairman suggested that, if
the Association wanted to avoid going
back to Chatham, there were three
options, Sandhurst, Minley, and
Maidstone. Maidstone was a small Mess
and therefore might not be able to host
a full dinner as in the past, however it
might be a good venue for one year so
that members could see the Squadron,
and the property which was there.

He asked Members to bear in mind
the initiative being co-ordinated by Col
Verschoyle, for a reunion in Hong Kong
for 1998 to mark the half-century,
about which a notice would appear in
the Magazine.

Action: Committee

J.N.B. STUART Colonel, Secretary



published in September 1997, a
deadline which required the draft to be
with the printers in January 1997. He
emphasised that the format would
complement Gen Lance's in that its
size, binding, and title 'Queen's Gurkha
Sapper' would be as similar as possible
to the original. It would cost about §25.

Maj Parfect requested that quality
was kept in mind, reflecting the
disappointment which the original
volume's poor quality had generated.
Col Croft agreed to help with the
printing specification; Col Chesshyre
agreed to look into the printing and
marketing aspects based on his
company's experience; Lt Col Wilsher
agreed to look into using his office to
distribute the book.
Actions: Col Croft, Col Chesshyre

Lt Col Wilsher

ITEM 7. THE MAGAZINE

10. The Chairman thanked Lt Col Cook
for his hard work over the past three
years as Editor of the Newsletter/
Magazine, and welcomed Col Vialou
Clark. Col Vialou Clark outlined his
plans to target specific people each
year for articles, aiming at a third a
year.

He required articles by about mid-
November to allow time for the
Magazine to be produced for April
1997. He had identified some potential
savings, the most obvious one would
effect the cover by producing it as a
monochrome photograph rather than
the coloured photograph as for this
year. Col Croft offered to help with the
cover.

Action: Col Croft
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ITEM 8.
GURKHA BRIGADE ASSOCIATION
FUNCTIONS

11. The Secretary gave details of the
forthcoming GBA functions;

a. Field of Remembrance and
Annual Committee Meeting
Thu 7 Nov 96. Col Bill and the
Secretary will attend.

b. Centenary Dinner - Mon 18
Nov 96, The Army and Navy
Club, Pall Mall.

The Association was allowed
6 places which the Chairman
was co-ordinating.

¢. Annual Reunion Lunch and
Remembrance Service - Sat 17
May 97. Details would be sent
with the Magazine.

ITEM 9. COMMITTEE
APPOINTMENTS

12. Col Vialou Clark was proposed by
Brig Bowen, seconded by Lt Col Druitt,
as Editor of the Magazine.

13. The Chairman opened the
discussion on how the work of the
Association should be carried out, he
suggested that the annual dinner
should be co-ordinated by someone
other than the secretary. Maj Treanor
suggested that there should be foci for
particular ages so that members could
be co-ordinated by their own peer
group. The President had met
members who now work in the pacific
rim area and who had suggested that

FAREWELL
Major (QGO) Judbahadur Gurung

Magjor (QGO) Judbahadur Gurung retires
after 28 years service with the Regiment

It is a great privilege to write this
farewell as the Gurkha Major of The
Queen's Gurkha Engineers in this my
final year of my Army career serving
throughout in the Regiment in various
capacity.

I still vividly remember my arrival at
Kluang Station in 1969 and being
greeted by the then Lt (QGO) Sambhu
Sunwar, SSgt Makardhoj Sahi, Cpl
Bhaktabahadur  Gurung, Siriprasad
Gurung and Kulbahadur Rana.

We were then known as the 20
Training Party and were a mixture of 12
"Boys", 7 hill recruits and 6 BACS
(British Army Children School).

The training at Kluang was a huge
contrast to Sungei Patani as it was a
change from a totally infantry geared
training to the Combat Engineering
skills. The Sherbahadur Raft and the
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Bowen Bunker remain vividly etched in
my memory and it was sometime before
I found out why the watermanship pool
in Kluang was known as Rochester.
The move to Hong Kong in 1970 on

Sir Galahad was another great landmark
in the Regiment's history but 70
Training Squadron remained in
Singapore until the following year to
carry out the trade training.

Thus Hong Kong became the
Regiment's home at Perowne Barracks
(68 Squadron) and Bowring Camp
(formerly known as Far East Farm
Camp (67 Squadron). Thus when I
moved to UK as the one man RHQ QGE
on 21 December 1994, it was a very
poignant moment for me to straddle the
three eras of the Regiment's past.

The 50 Training Regiment is about
to start its Combat Engineering training
at Minley in February 1997 and I am
proud to say that the Regiment is going
from strength to strength. The training
in UK is now firmly established and our
men are now fully adjusted to the new
environment .

The redundancy has taken its toll
and the end of Phase 5 in February
1997 will see the newly formed 69
Squadron as the only Squadron
remaining. 69 Squadron being the most
junior Squadron has been hit with
disbandment in the past. This now
illustrates that you could be a junior in
intake but can rise in rank on merit in
promotion and courses. Gone are the
days of "I am more senior . .. "!

Integration of the Regiment with 36
Engineer Regiment has been greatly
helped by the past and present
Commanding Officers of 36 Engineer
Regiment (doubling as Commandant
QGE) Colonel D R Burns OBE RE and
Lieutenant Colonel R C Hendicott MBE
RE. Without their support, the
Regiment could not have progressed as



it has now. The Regiment is proud of its
ERE appointment with Capt (QGO)
Hombahadur Limbu as the Garrison
Engineer (Electrical), WO2 Nirbahadur
Rana as the Military Plant Foreman and
SSgt Narayanbahadur Gurung as the
Clerk of Works (Mechanical) (with
effect from April 1998) at 39 Engineer
Regiment at Waterbeach and WO2
Bhalabahadur Rai and SSgt
Chandrasing Gurung at Military Works
Force at Chilwell.

Others are following. Notably, WO2
Nirbahadur Rai became the first Gurkha
within the Brigade of Gurkhas to
complete a 6 months Northern Ireland
tour. A Sapper now moves rapidly from
the Infantry Training to Combat
Engineer to trade courses and then
onto his first Nepal Leave.

He comes to QGE with a minimum
education qualification of SLP2 and
hence does not need to attend extra
education courses like the Pre-UK/
Beaconsfield as in the past. As the
GEPC and GEPC(A) is being replaced
by EFP1 and EFP2, it also sees the
Regiment being more and more aligned
to the British Army as a whole.

When changes occur, there is also
the question of can Gurkhas adapt. My
belief is that Gurkhas have been
adapting since day 1, with everything
that has come in their direction and
hence I have every confidence they will
do so in the future.

Operation RESOLUTE in Bosnia has
proven that Gurkha wil blend in
whenever necessary.

What is needed is strong leadership and
high morale and even those on
redundancy and pension will perform
their duty beyond that expected of
them as was the case in Bosnia.

My belief is to know your past, live
in the present and move with the
future. Most importantly, I support the
Colonel Commandant, Brigade of
Gurkhas belief of "Who we are" and
"where we come from" and the special
ethos that we bring to the British Army.
Belief in these special messages can
bring probably more cohesion and
progress for the Brigade of Gurkhas.

The Terms and Conditions of
Service (TACOS) for the Brigade will
arrive in the near future and all
interests are being addressed. My
message is to be more patient.

The Queen's Gurkha Engineers has
been my and my family's home for the
last 27 years. It has been everything
that I would have wished for.

I have every confidence that the
Regiment will carry on the tradition of
the Gurkhas and the Gurkha Sappers
and I hope to see you somewhere in the
future. I do recollect the words of Lt
Col PGCP Druitt who remarked to me
in Cyprus on my UNFICYP duties by
saying "Never did I imagine that [ would
see a Gurkha Officer in a Mess Kit on a
UN function in Cyprus giving me lift in
a UN vehicle". You never know in life!

Finally, I would like to wish
everyone (past and present members of
the Regiment) the best of health and
good luck for the future.

JAI QGE!

Treanor suggested that the Squadron’s
contribution would mneed to be
reconsidered now that NAAFI had cut
their unit subsidies. Maj Parfect
suggested that the Treasurer produced
a long term projection for the
Association's budget so that the current
satisfactory financial state was not
eroded.

Action: Committee

ITEM 4. MEMBERSHIP

6. The Chairman gave details of the
membership trawl undertaken since the
last meeting:

a. Full Members.
Of the 327 members listed there
were 153 returns - 10 did not
wish to remain members.

b. Associate Members.
Of the 49 members listed there
were 20 returns - 3 did not wish
to become full members.
The Committee would now
analyse the list of those who had
not responded, and follow up all
those who could be contacted.

The Chairman outlined the arguments
contained in letters from two members
who disagreed with the policy of
inviting people to have their names
removed from the mailing list. He
asked for confirmation that this was
what was wanted. It was agreed
unanimously.

Brig Bowen suggested that a notice
be sent out in the Pickaxe and other
Corps' publications to this effect.

Action: Secretary
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7. The Secretary introduced the draft
QGEA rules, revised to reflect the
proposed changes in membership. It
was agreed that the draft should be
circulated to all members for their
comment in accordance with Rule 12:
this would be done with the Magazine.
Action: Secretary

ITEM 5. THE REGIMENTAL
TRUST

8. The Chairmen explained that the
previous scheme, outlined at the last
AGM, whereby the Corps had stipulated
that any donor who wanted his gift
returned should register that wish with
the Trustees before 1 Apr 96, had
proved unworkable. There would now
be a delay until the property was all in
Maidstone, valued , and sorted. Once
that had been achieved the plan was for
all items of value less than £100 should
be given to 36 Engr Regt; the
remainder would be bequeathed to the
Corps but would remain with 69 Sqn.
There might be cases where donors
particularly wanted their items lent
back to them. Each case would be
considered on its merits. Brig Bowen
asked whether the portrait of Capt
Buddhibahadur was progressing; the
Chairman stated that it had been
started.

ITEM 6. THE REGIMENTAL
HISTORY

9. Brig Bowen outlined the work to
date - his report is attached to the
minutes - and emphasised the need for
help on drafts, maps, and sketches
being given on time when requested.
The aim was for the book to be



MINUTES OF THE
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
OF THE QUEEN'S
GURKHA ENGINEERS'
ASSOCIATION

HELD AT THE STAFF COLLEGE,
CAMBERLEY
ON FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 1996

Present:

Major General A D Pigott
President & Colonel of the Regiment
Brigadier J H Edwards Chairman
Colonel H E Vialou Clark
Magazine Editor
Colonel W J Chesshyre
Nepal Affairs Member
Lieutenant Colonel R F Wilsher
Treasurer
Major T L'V Treanor OC 69 Squadron
Nine Members of the Association
Colonel J N B Stuart Secretary

ITEM 1.
OPENING REMARKS BY THE
COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT

1. The President opened the meeting
by recording how he had attended the
Disbandment Parade of 67 Gurkha
Independent Field Squadron. He stated
that the parade had been very well
attended by previous members of the
Regiment, including Cpl D Mayhew who
had been serving at the formation of
the Squadron. Many members who
were working in the Far East had
attended and had sent their good
wishes. The Parade, and associated
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events, had been of the highest
standard, and had therefore been
occasions to be proud of.

ITEM 2.
PREVIOUS MINUTES AND
MATTERS ARISING

2. The Minutes of the previous AGM
were passed as a true record:

a. Proposed: Col Worthington

b. Seconded: Col Bill.
Matters arising were to be dealt with
during other Agenda items.

ITEM 3. ACCOUNTS AND BUDGET

3. The Treasurer presented the
Account, and the results of the Audit
carried out in Aug 96: (the AFN 1514
was attached.) He explained that there
was no requirement for a fund of this
size to have a GPF book, and that the
analysis in the AFN 1514 covered all of
the GPF entries. He further explained
that, in line with Corps' funds, the
management of Association
investments was now with Schroders;
he outlined the work that the change
from Cazenove had entailed. He was in
the process of streamlining the Bank
accounts; the Association did not have
much day to day business and therefore
he was planning to close the Lloyds
account and use the CAFCASH account
for transactions.

4. The Treasurer presented the
Budget for 1997; (this was attached).

5 The Chairman thanked the
Treasurer for his hard work,
mentioning that Lt Col Wilsher was now
the Corps Treasurer as well. Maj

SENIOR SERVING
OFFICERS OF THE
REGIMENT

Brig HH Kerr OBE, BSc(Eng),
For retirement
Brig JA Thorp CBE, MA,
Comd 15 Inf Bde
Col JDC Anderson BSc(Eng),
psc(n) - Col(W) ES 21, HQ QMG
Col JG Baker MBE, BSc(Eng),
psc, Q - COS RMCS
Col DR Bill BSc(Eng)
psc - Col ASD 1 DASD
Col CW Haskell BSc, psc, aic - ACOS
Sp Div HQ PSC (North)
Col DR Burns OBE, BSc(Eng),
psc - DCOS HQ 1(UK) Armd Div
Col JR Durance BSc(Eng), I,
psc, - Col Engr Ops HQ LAND
Col GC Kershaw BSc(Eng),
Dip EM, CEng, MICE, C, sq(w)
- DACOS G4 (Estates) HQ LAND
Col MD Reynolds BSc(Eng),
CEng, Eurlng, MICE, FIPlantE, C,
sq - Comd MWF
Col PA Wall OBE, MA,I, psc
Col (W) PM Tracer DGLS
Lt Col IM Caws BSc(Eng)(H), CEng, MICE,
I, C, Q, psc - CO 25 Engr Regt
Lt Col PGCP Druitt sq - For retirement
Lt Col AD Harking BSc(Eng),
psc - CO 21 Engr Regt
Lt Col MAC Hughes BSc(Eng),
psc - CO 39 Engr Regt
Lt Col LSI Inge - QM 3 RSME Regt
Lt Col RJ Little BSc(Eng), sq - SO1 Plans &
Policy Ops Div, HQ North
Lt Col AWHH MacLeod BSc(Eng),
psc - SO1 MCMD APC
Lt Col J A Ris BSc(Eng),
psc - SO2 MS (CR)
Lt Col AS Tuggey BSc(Eng),
osc (MAL), sq - SO1 Ch G4 Qtg HQ NI
Lt Col GJ Whitty MBE sq - SO1 HQ LAND
Lt Col JF Wheeley MBE, psc - SO1 G4
(Infrastructure) HQ 1 (UK) Armd Div
Lt Col AP Burnside BSc(Eng), CEng, MICE, -
SO1 HQ AFCENT
Col PAH Poole BSc, psc - SO1 (W)
LSOR5 ACDS OR(LLAND)
Lt Col A M Mills, BSc(Eng),
psc - SO1 Media Ops HQ ARRC

OFFICERS OF THE REGIMENT
Lt Col R C Hendicott MBE, MA, psc - Comdt
Maj AC Sheppard - OC 67 Gurkha Indep
Fd Sqn QGE
Maj TLV Treanor MA, psc - OC 69
Gurkha Fd Sqn QGE
Capt RJ Orr BEng (Hons) - 2IC 67 Sqn
Capt RJ Peet BEng (Hons) - 2IC 69 Sqn
Capt LR Thomas BEng (Hons) - QM 67 Sqn
Capt DJ Coles - QM 69 Sgn
Capt JER Fernandes BA (Hons) -
Ops Offr 67 San
Capt S W Cook BEng (Hons) -
Tp Comd 69 Sgn
Capt DF Pierce BSc(Hons) - Adjt QGE
Capt CR Tomlinson BSc (Hons) -
Tp Comd 69 Sqn
Lt AC Clee BSc (Hons) - Tp Comd 67 Sqn
Lt K Fitzpatrick BSc (Hons) - Tp Comd
67 Sqn
Lt PE Smyth BEng (Hons) - Tp Comd
67 Sqn N

GURKHA

COMMISSIONED OFFICERS

Capt(GCO) Mahendraprasad Gurung
Ops Offr 69 Sqn

QUEEN'S GURKHA OFFICERS

Maj (QGO) Judbahadur Gurung -Gurkha Major
Maj(QGO) Haribahadur Thapa - GM Pokhara
Capt(QGO) Budhikumar Gurung MVO -

GCapt 69 Sqn
Capt(QGO) Mohankumar Gurung -

GCapt 67 Sqn
Capt(QGO) Hombahadur Limbu - Mil

Wks Force Chilwell
Capt(QGO) Tshering Lama - Tp Comd 69 Sgn
Capt(QGO) Hombahadur Rana -

Trg Offr/Resettlement Offr 67 Sqn
Capt(QGO) Damar Ghale - Tp Comd 69 Sqn
Capt(QGO) Tirthaman Gurung -

GQM/UFO 67 Sgn
Lt(QGO) Krishnadhoj Sahi MBE - Tp

QGO 69 Sgn
Lt(QGO) Dilprasad Limbu - Tp

Comd 67 Sgn
Lt(QGO) Dalbahadur Limbu - Tp

QGO 67 Sgn
Lt(QGO) Chitrabahadur Gurung -Tp

Comd 57 Trg Sqn RE



AWARD OF DURAND
MEDAL 1996

On Friday 22 November 1996 a dinner
night was held in the Officers' Mess of
36 Engineer Regiment in Maidstone for
the Officers and Senior NCOs of the
Queen's Gurkha Engineers.

This unusual event took place with

the Durand Medal for 1996 was also to
be presented that evening. The Durand
Medal is one of the oldest established
prizes awarded by the Institution of
Royal Engineers. It was instituted as a
memorial to Major General Sir Henry
Durand KCSI CB who died in 1871
whilst Governor of Punjab. Henry
Durand took part in the First Afghan
War 1839-1842 and, with Capt Peat and

the kind permission =
of the Commanding fges
Officer who is also [Ga
the current
Commandant QGE in J
order to mark an
auspicious occasion. |

Before the §
dinner the guest of
honour took the ™%
opportunity to

present a number of
awards to members
of 69 Gurkha Field
Squadron who are
now the only Gurkha
Engineer unit within
the British Army.

Major  General
Tony Pigott CBE had
recently become Colonel The Queen's
Gurkha Engineers and this was his first
visit to the Squadron. Brigadier (Retd)
Hank Bowen, who is currently
compiling a history of the Gurkha
Engineers, was also present.

After farewell gifts had been
presented to 11 departing members of
the Squadron, General Pigott awarded
the Long Service and Good Conduct
Medal to 21164176 SSgt Dilipsing
Gurung and 21164192 SSgt Dudhprasad
Gurung. After hearing their citations he
gave a short history of the award and
congratulated them on their
achievements. The main event of the
evening was, however, still to come as

Capt (QGO) Damar Ghale in joyful mood after  the
receiving the Durand Medal from Colonel of the
Regiment, Major General A D Pigott CBE.
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Lt MacLeod, also of
the Bengal Engineers
destroyed the gates
W1 of the Fortress of
1 Ghazni at Kabul on

% | 23 July 1839. This
. | heroic deed is still
1 commemorated each
year on Ghazni Day
by the Queen's
Gurkha Engineers as
the last remnants of
the Indian Corps of
Sappers and Miners.
¢l Major General Sir
Henry Durand went
on to become one of
greatest
administrators of the
Indian Empire and
was killed by accident when the
howdah of the elephant on which he
was riding struck the gates of the City
of Tonk.

After his death money was raised
by Royal Engineers Officers for a
Durand Trust Fund which was used to
award a medal to 'The member of the
Indian Corps of Sappers and Miners
who, in the opinion of the Commandant
of his respective Corps, had most
distinguished himself as a Soldier and
Sapper by good and efficient service.'

Since the independence of India
the Durand Medal has been awarded on
the basis of two years to the Indian
Engineers and one year to the Queen's

The fund is managed as part of the
Royal Engineer Corps Funds and its
capital value is now around $£50,000,
currently yielding an income of about
§2,000 a year. There has also been
very satisfactory capital appreciation.

By tradition, the Colonel of the
Regiment is Patron President, and the
Chairmen QGEA is Chairman of the
Trustees. The other Trustees are Hank

Bowen, Mike Stephens, James
Anderson, Mike Wright and Iris Bolton,
General Lance's daughter.

The scheme is administered within
Nepal by the staff of the Gurkha
Welfare Education Scheme (GWES).
To put the Perowne Trust in
perspective there are a total of 16
different education Trusts and Funds
and the Perowne contribution only
represents about 1.3% of the total
funds disbursed.

Engineering qualifications in Nepal
consist of Intermediate Engineering
Courses (IE), leading to a diploma and
lasting 3 years, run at campuses in
Kathmandu, Pokhara, Dharan and
Butwal. The Batchelor's course (BE)
lasting one further year, is only run in
Kathmandu.

There is no Masters Course (ME)
run in Nepal, and students who wish to
attempt to reach this standard have to
go abroad, normally to India.

This costs a great deal of money by

Nepalese standards, both in tuition fees
and maintenance. There is enormous
competition for IE places and to gain
one a student requires a distinction
(80%) in the School Leaving Certificate
(SLC). Only the best go on to do BE
and the very best to do ME.

The majority of the students
supported by the Trust are studying for
IE or BE and the annual grant is §200.

The trustees plan to maintain 7 such
students at campuses in Nepal, which
leaves some additional resources for
special projects for instance
contributing to a student's expenses at
a university outside Nepal.

Preliminary selection of students is
done by the GWES staff and details of
potential Perowne scholars are sent to
the Trustees.

They decide whether to accept them
and if there are more candidates than
the fund can afford, which ones.
Priority is given to children of the
Regiment.

One of the GWES principles is
continuity and before accepting a
student the Trustees satisfy themselves
that the fund will be able to support the
scholar up to the end of his course.

A simple flow chart of students is
maintained to assist with this process.

Where possible the Trustees try to
help fund the occasional scholar who
wishes to continue his studies abroad.




QGEA

CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE
Brigadier (Rtd) J H Edwards

The annual dinner last September was
a special occasion, because it marked
the handover of Presidents (Colonel of
the Regiment), from Richard Peck to
Tony Pigott.

It was by general consent a fine and
enjoyable occasion, thanks were paid to
Richard for all his work on behalf of the
Regiment and the Association and Tony
was welcomed into the family.

The decision to invite members to
have their names removed from the
mailing list if they wish was confirmed
at the AGM, and the result of the first
trawl is reported in the minutes of that
meeting.

Your Committee will now pursue the
174 members who did not reply, and I
hope that the time of the next AGM we
will have an accurate list of active
members. I must emphasise though
that anyone can rejoin the mailing list
at any time.

You may also remember that we
decided to discontinue associate
mermbership, and the results of the
approach to them is also reported in
the minutes. Three ex-associate
members attended the dinner and it
was a great pleasure to see them there.

The QGEA is now a charity, with the
charitable purpose of maintaining the
esprit de corps of both the serving and
retired elements of the Regiment. As a
charity we require Trustees, and the
two previous Chairmen of the
Association, Hank Bowen and Mike
Stephens, have been appointed.
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You will see the proposal in the AGM
minutes, that we should appoint "peer
group secretaries". Would anyone who
would like to be the contact point for
members of his age group within the
Association, please contact the
Secretary. On a related subject we are
always looking for people to fill posts on
the Committee and it is important to
have a spread of age groups.

If you would like to be involved with
the affairs of your Association would
you also please contact the Secretary.

Finally and most importantly, please
give serious thought to attending the
reunion in Nepal in September 1998 to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
raising of the Regiment, about which
there are details elsewhere in this
publication.

It is a most significant event and
deserves to be properly celebrated. I
can promise you that there will be a
large and enthusiastic turnout of our
pensioners.

PEROWNE TRUST
Brigadier (Rtd) J H Edwards

The Perowne Trust was founded in
1986 in memory of Major General Lance
Perowne, the father of the Regiment,
with the objective of providing
scholarships for children of Gurkha
soldiers for higher education in
engineering.

Initially the money was raised by
donations from serving and retired
officers of the Regiment but the fund
was substantially boosted by bequests
from General Lance's widow and
Colonel Jumbo Thomas.

Gurkha Engineers in rotation. The
Durand Medal for 1996 was awarded to
Capt(QGO) Damar Ghale of the
Queen's Gurkha Engineers. Damar
Ghale enlisted into the Brigade of
Gurkhas on 3 November 1975 and
trained as a Combat Engineer and a
Fitter Royal Engineers. The majority of
his service has been with QGE in Hong
Kong and with 69 Gurkha Field
Squadron in UK. Throughout his
service he has been noted as a soldier
of outstanding quality and this has led
to his selection for prominent and
demanding tours away from the
Regiment.

As a Sergeant he commanded the
Royal Engineers Detachment on South
Georgia and then spent a year as
Training Staff Sergeant with 42 Field
Squadron Royal Engineers in Hameln,
Germany. On promotion to Lt (QGO)
he became the first Troop Commander
of the newly formed Gurkha Training
Troop at 3 RSME, Minley.

He then rejoined 69 Sqn and
commanded G Troop for the duration of
their Operation RESOLUTE tour. On
his return to Maidstone he became
Gurkha Captain of 69 Squadron.

Capt (QGO) Damar Ghale has been
an outstanding ambassador for the
Queen's Gurkha Engineers. Wherever
he has served, he has impressed others
with his professionalism and has
contributed much to the life of units.

For his outstanding example as a
Soldier and a Sapper he was awarded
the Durand Medal in 1996.

PROMOTEES - NOVEMBER
1995 TO DECEMBER 1996

PROMOTION TO SSGT
21165700 SSgt Benuprasad Limbu
21164127 SSgt NarayanbahadurGurung

PROMOTION TO ACTING SSGT

21163334  ASSgt Sukraj Limbu

PROMOTION TO SGT

21165312 Sgt Bhaktabahadur Basnet
21165330 Sgt Haribahadur Roka
21166623 Sgt Rajen Gurung
21166747 Sgt Prembahadur Ale
21166748 Sgt Ekbahadur Gurung
21166753  Sgt Krishnabahadur Gurung
PROMOTION TO CPL

21166506 Cpl Shalikram Gurung
21167147 Cpl Dakman Gurung
21167277  Cpl Thakarbahadur Rai
21167470  Cpl Badrinath Limbu
21167542  Cpl Khadkahang Limbu
21167996 Cpl Chitrabahadur Rana
21168174 Cpl Yambahadur  Pun
PROMOTION TO LCPL

21166621 LCpl Dalprasad Yongya
21167811 LOCpl Bhupal Gurung
21168728 LCpl Narbahadur  Sunar
21168762 LCpl Purnasingh  Tamang
21168779 LCpl Dipkumar Rana




PENSIONERS 1996/97

RC 1/96 (07 APR - 17 MAY 96)

21160521 WO1 Birkha Rai
21165422 Spr Chhetrabahadur Gurung
1165595 Spr  Dhanjit Limbu
RC 2/96 (27 MAY - 05 JUL 96)

21165585 Cpl  Kulbahadur Jimi
RC 3/96 (14 JUL - 23 AUG 96)

514898 Maj(QGO) Haribahadur Thapa
21160852 WO2 Lalitbahadur Limbu
21165394 Cpl Mohanjang Gurung

RC 4/96 (02 SEP - 11 OCT 96)

21165570 Cpl
21165607 Spr

Khadgabahadur Rai
Harkaman Rai

RC 5/96 (18 NOV - 27 DEC 96)

21164066 SSgt Angkaji Gurung
21165271 Cpl  Nirbahadur Rana
21165292 Spr Jitbahadur Thapa
21165300 Cpl Harkabahadur Pun
21165332 Spr  Gyanbahadur Gurung
21165352 Spr  Sherbahadur Pun
21165418 Cpl Padambahadur Thapa
21165439 Cpl  Pradipkumar Maskey
21165442 Spr Tejraj Gurung
21165473 LCpl Mitrabahadur Bishwakarma
21165477 Spr  Lalbahadur Sarki
21165541 Cpl Dhankumar Tamang
21165549 Cpl  Yubraj Gurung
21165559 Cpl  Netrakumar Rai
21165561 Cpl  Ashokkumar Limbu
21165582 Spr  Tekbahadur Rai
21165631 Cpl  Rupsing Jabegu
21165668 Spr  Chungdaktshering Lama
21165684 Spr  Deoman Jjam

RC 6/96 (06 JAN - 14 FEB 97)

525497 Capt (QGO) Budhikumar Gurung
530812 Capt (QGO) Mohankumar Gurung
21165305 Cpl Chitrabahadur Gurung
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RC 7/96 (16 FEB - 28 MAR 97)

21165479 Cpl Pandabraj Sunwar

REDUNDANDEES - 1996/97

RC 1/96 (07 APR - 17 MAY 96)

21164113 Sgt Nandajang Gurung
21164945 Sgt  Chhetrabahadur  Gurung
21165853 Cpl  Chinbahadur Gurung
21166010 Spr  Laxmiprasad Limbu
21166015 Cpl  Ashokkumar Rai
21166020 LCpl Padambahadur Limbu
21166079 Spr Laxmiprasad Gurung
21166085 LCpl Indradev Gurung
21166478 Spr  Bishnukumar Rai
21166490 Spr  Krishnabahadur =~ Dewan
21166542 Spr  Mohankumar Rai
21166635 Spr  Shivakumar Rai
21166640 Spr  Bharatkumar Rai
21166687 Spr  Tejprakash Lawati
21166689 Spr  Devchandra Limbu
21166697 Spr Binodkumar Rai
21166702 LCpl Dambarbahadur  Tamang
21167275 LCpl Bhimbahadur Limbu

RC 2/96 (27 MAY - 05 JUL 96)

21166629 Spr
21166588 Spr

Jaindrakumar Namrangwa
Chyanglung Rai

RC 3/96 (14 JUL - 23 AUG 96)

21166624 Cpl  Sawalsing Jimi
21166603 Spr Dambardhoj Limbu
21166648 Spr Jagadish ~ Sambahangphe

RC 4/96 (02 SEP - 11 OCT 96)

21164116 SSgt Thambahadur Gurung
21165979 Spr  Tarabahadur Rai
21166139 Spr  Surendrakumar Kurumbang
21167173 Spr  Bharatkumar Rai
21167260 Spr Danbahadur Tamang
21167380 Spr  Sambahadur Gurung
21167482 LCpl Mahendra Thegim
21167490 Spr  Bhojraj Gurung
21167563 Spr  Narprasad Limbu

RC 5/96 (18 NOV - 27 DEC 96)

542038  Capt (QGO) Tirthaman
21162134 WO2 Jagatprasad
21162590 SSgt Dinesh
21162784 SSgt Chandrabahadur
21163198 SSgt Gambahadur
21163215 SSgt Manbahadur
21163655 Sgt  Dalbahadur
21163664 SSgt Niraj

21163666 SSgt Keshbahadur
21163685 Sgt  Jumkaji
21163679 Sgt  Ombahadur
21166240 LCpl Prembahadur
21166302 Cpl Rameshkumar
21166384 LCpl Khimbahadur

21166536 Spr  Dilkumar
21166575 Spr  Mohankumar
21166655 Spr Saharman
21166675 Spr Hariprasad
21166696 Spr  Surajkumar
21167422 Spr Hiraprasad
21167530 Spr  Kesharsing
21167580 Spr Jangabahadur

RC 6/96 (06 JAN - 14 FEB 97)

21164554 Sgt  Chitralal
21165756 Spr Rumbahadur
21165773 LCpl Thakur
21165790 Spr  Mirendrakumar
21165841 Spr  Gopal
21165958 Cpl Ramiji
21166018 Spr Nowal
21166048 Cpl Naradmani
21166060 Spr Chandrabahadur
21166121 Cpl Tikadhan
21166146 Spr  Krishnakumar
21166152 Spr  Tankabahadur

21166161 LCpl Prem
21166163 Spr  Jiwan

Gurung
Gurung
Gurung
Limbu
Thapa
Thapa
Thapa
Thapa
Gurung
Gurung
Thapa
Rana
Gurung
Bista
Iwaram
Mabo
Magar
Gurung

Shrestha
Gurung
Gurung
Rai

Sakya
Darlami
Ghale
Mall
Gurung
Gurung
Sherpa

Gurung
Limbu

Gurung
Magar
Limbu
Gurung

21166171
21166177
21166202
21166387
21166467
21166688
21166972
21167158
21167206
21167239
21167520

LCpl Bhusan Rai

Spr  Harichandra Sunwar
Spr  Sibakumar Sunwar
Cpl  Omprakash Shrestha
Spr  Minbahadur Gurung
Spr  Naurgj Rai

Spr  Pramod Rai

Spr  Madhavraj Rawat
Spr  Puskarchandra Gurung
LCpl Pradipkumar Kerung
LCpl Tejkumar Gurung

RC 7/96 (16 FEB - 28 MAR 97)

544638

21164176
21165375
21166175
21166203
21166260
21166267
21166278
21166464
21166481
21166525
21166568
21166602
21166643
21166692
21166828
21166919
21166950
21166965
21166975
21166985
21167102
21167128
21167132
21167170
21167191
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Lt(QGO) Krishnadhoj Sahi MBE

SSgt  Dilipsing Gurung
Sgt  Gaubahadur Pun
LCpl Sibakumar Rai
LCpl Nawaraj Gurung
Spr  Dhanbahadur Tamang

LCp! Bhobibahadur Pun
Spr  Suryabahadur Thapa
LCpl Krishnabahadur Gaha
Cpl Netrabahadur Chemjong
Spr  Rabi Rai

Cpl Manbahadur Rai

Spr  Saharman Magar
Spr Mahendra Gurung
Spr  Lalbahadur Angdembe
Cpl Dobahadur Garbuja
LCpl Gangabahadur Gurung
Spr  Yambahadur Thapa
LCpl Gumbahadur Magar
LCpl Ramkumar Rai
LCpl Krandan Rai
LCpl Shantakumar Limbu
Cpl Bimal Pradhan
Spr  Netraprasad Gurung
Spr  Subash Rai

Spr Hemchandra Rai
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"QUEENS GURKHA SAPPER"
UPDATE

The second volume of the Regimental
History, written by Hank Bowen, is to
be published in 1998 to coincide with
the 50th anniversary of the raising of
the Regiment.

The first four chapters are a precis
of General Perowne's book "Gurkha
Sapper", so the new volume will cover
the full period, from 1948 - 1996, from
Royal Engineers (Gurkha) through the
Gurkha Engineers to The Queens
Gurkha Engineers. There will be 480
pages of text, 7 colour maps, 5
monochrome sketch maps, a section of
colour photographs which include all
the portraits of the Colonels of the
Regiment, the QGOOs and the
regimental pipe banner, together with
about 60 black and white photographs.
Cost will be about $25 with an

additional &5 for postage, but it will be
possible to collect the book from
various centres to avoid the postage
charge. If you order, cash in advance,
by the end of this year, a discount of
10% is offered, bringing the price down
to £22.50.

Members may wish to purchase
copies for Gurkha Officers or Soldiers
who are particular friends, for instance
ex Commandants for their Gurkha
majors, and the system will ensure that
there is no duplication of orders. It will
be possible to arrange for men from 69
Squadron to take books to Nepal.

To give an idea of the length of print
run required, would you please indicate
on the enclosed flier whether you think
you will purchase one or more copies of
the History. The flier also gives you an
opportunity to make an advance
discounted order.

A ideal place s dtas

& RESTAURANT

Fewa Lake side Pardi, Pokhara, Telephone: 00977 - 061 - 20455

UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF EX-BRITISH GURKHA SOLDIER
Check-out time 12 noon (109% Govt. tax extra) » Regd. 2357/215/052

Gam &’manq - Propricton

THE QUEEN'S GURKHA
ENGINEERS' ASSOCIATION

President
Maj Gen A D PIGOTT CBE

Chairman
Brig (Retd) J H EDWARDS

Secretary
Col (Retd) J N B STUART
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NOTICES
GBA ANNUAL REUNION

RMA SANDHURST

SATURDAY 17 MAY 1997

Last year's QGE table was well
attended, and the event was much
enjoyed by all there.

The service in the Sandhurst Chapel
starts at 11 am. Drinks are served in the
Indian Army Room followed by lunch in
the Old College dining room. The cost
has been about £25 in the past but will
be increased to cover the pre-lunch
drinks this year. Applications to:

Assistant Regimental Secretary

Regimental Headquarters,

The Brigade of Gurkhas

Queen Elizabeth Barracks

Church Crookham

Hampshire, GU13 ORL

Tel 01252 355757

QGEA AGM & ANNUAL REUNION
As you will see from the minutes of the
AGM the arrangements for the AGM
and Reunion are not clear at the time of
going to print. I hope to give you full
details in a notice sent out with this
magazine; they will also be published in
the RE Supplement.

THE GURKHA BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
As anyone seeking a second career
after the Army knows, networking is an
important element of the job search
strategy that should be utilised to the
full. Other large regiments and Arms
have established various forms of clubs
in order to assist those who have just
left the Army or who are in civilian
ernployment and seeking a change.

A former 2nd Gurkha, Major Johnny
Kaye, has undertaken to compile a
'‘Gurkha Business Directory' which will
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provide a network of volunteers who
are prepared to offer informal advice to
former officers of the Gurkha Brigade
and Brigade of Gurkhas. They should
not be viewed as an outplacement or
employment agency. If you are
prepared for your name to be included
in the Business Directory on this basis,
please could you contact Johnny Kaye:

J W Kaye Esq

Management Suite

123 Buckingham Palace Road,

LONDON SW1W 9SH.

50TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION
NEPAL - OCTOBER 1998

There will be a reunion in Nepal in
October 1998 to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the forming up of the
first Gurkha Engineer drafts, see
'Gurkha Sapper', page 160.

It is planned to put together a
package of flights, a stay in Kathmandu,
a bus drive to Pokhara and the main
functions to take place in Pokhara.

After the group activities there will
be a selection of treks and other
activities at various levels of exertion,
and those taking part will be able to
disperse to onward destinations or back
to the UK via a flight from Kathmandu
as they wish. The details are not clear
as this magazine goes to press, but may
be found in the "flyer" enclosed.

If the flyer is lost or detached, the
current state of play may be obtained
from Dom Verschoyle, 4 Conduit
House, Hyde Vale, London SE10 8HW,
Telephone 0181 691 7177.

"GURKHA SAPPER"

RHQ is very keen to hold a copy of
General Lance Perowne's book, for
reference. If anyone has a copy that
they feel they can donate to this good
cause please contact your Editor on
01264 773674 who will co-ordinate.



OBITUARIES

COLONEL PADDY HILL

Colonel Paddy Hill was appointed
Commanding Officer (designate) 50
Field Engineer in 1951 which at that
time comprised 67 and 68 Gurkha Field
Squadrons and a skeleton Regimental
Headquarters.

Up to the time of his arrival the
Squadrons had been employed as
Infantry Companies in the defence of
Hong Kong but the establishment of the
Regiment heralded an era, under
Colonel Hill's leadership, of progress to
maturity of the Squadrons as
Engineers.

It was also during Colonel Hill's
tenure as Commanding Officer that a
proper channel of responsibility for
Gurkha affairs was established.

He was most successful in
canvassing for project work and the
technical and professional resurgence
of the Squadrons owed much to his
efforts.

In the drafting of this establishment
of the Regiment, Colonel Hill was most
successful in obtaining the provision of
Pipes and Drums in the firm
establishment of 50 Field Engineer
Regiment comprising the two Gurkha
Field Squadrons in Hong Kong and two
Malay Field Squadrons based in Kluang,
Malaya.

In 1952 Colonel Hill was selected for
the appointment of CRE of the
Commonwealth Division in Korea and
he departed on 2nd August after little
more than a year as Commanding
Officer.
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MAJOR JOHN MURCOTT

Members may have read in the
February Supplement of the very sad
and early death of John Murcott. John
underwent major surgery in April 1996
and died just before Christmas in
Angers, France where he and his wife,
Francoise, had lived since the start of
his last appointment in the Army and
until his untimely death.

John was a Troop Commander in
Kluang and Borneo in the early 1960's.
On his marriage to his vivacious French
wife the fun and style of the Officers'
Mess took a major turn for the better.

John was a delightful host to anyone
who visited him in France and would
delight in showing off his antique
business and discussing the finer points
of the trade. He was a quiet, self-
effacing man who will be remembered
by his many friends as one of Nature's
natural gentlemen.

Just before his death John started to
record on tape those incidents of his
life which mattered to him most. A
great deal of the tape is devoted to his
time with the Gurkha Engineers. He
was a true member of our regimental
family.

Our sympathy is extended to
Francoise and their three children,
Nathalie, Emmannuel and Olivier.
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EDITORIAL

Colonel (Retd) HE Vialou Clark

How times change! Old and bold
readers may be interested in two
anecdotes which seem to me to
highlight the inexorable material
progress and sophistication of our
soldiers. The first relates to a pre-
lunch drinks party in 1969 given by

Trish Getley's parents in
Buckinghamshire.
Gurkha Engineer soldiers on

courses at Beaconsfield were invited, as
well as local friends of the family who
had Gurkha connections. Our host was
taking orders for drinks. One young
soldier asked for a vodka and lime,
another a gin and tonic, another a
bacardi and coke.

At that point General Sir Geoffrey
Scoones, himself a guest and employer
of thousands of Gurkha soldiers during
the Burma campaign, exploded with
indignation. "In my day they drank rum
and beer!" he intoned to
embarrassment all round. I felt a similar
burst of shock (mixed with pride)
when I read Capt (QGO) Jogindrasing
Gurung's letter to me which revealed
that he and his QGE colleagues in
Brunei had taken up . . . golf!

Handicaps range from 9 to 18 it
seems. In my day they played football
and volleyball. In the space of half a
century our soldiers have gone from
shaven headed infantry/labourers to
sophisticated middle managers and
technicians (not to mention
connoiseurs of good drink and
expensive hobbies!) And why not?

Reports indicate the "kaida" still
lives. Is there no limit to the talents of
each generation of our splendid soldiers
who hail from one of the poorest
nations on earth?

It has been interesting being Editor
this year and catching up with
Regimental happenings after some
years '"in the bush" in Africa.
Similarities between our disciplined,
hard-working, self-starting soldiers and
my African friends are hard to find.

Aren't we lucky!

JOHN AND MOIRA WHITE
1982-86, 1992-941

"We were fortunate in being offered the
opportunity to spend a further two
years with the Brigade of Gurkhas and,
since October 1995, John has been 2Zic
of 1 RGR. This was a virtually seamless
transition and we were welcomed with
open arms by the Battalion and made to
feel very much at home. For the last
two months in Hong Kong Moira ran a
school for the 10 children of the
Battalion who had their fingers jammed
in the door when the Service Schools
shut in July. Her youngest pupil was
Sophie, now aged 5, whose 2 year old
sister Alice played at home with the
one other baby remaining in Sek Kong
village. We returned, with the
Battalion, in November and are now
living in Church Crookham".

PETER AND SALLY WHITESTONE
1953-59
Peter retired from teaching 3 years ago.
In March 1994, he and Sally set off for
Australia where they had spent a
couple of years in the '60s with the
Australian army. They travelled via the
USA (Grand Canyon and Los Angeles)
and were in Australia for six weeks.
They returned home via New Zealand
and the Cook Islands, and have been
living on the memories ever since. Two
of their three daughters are now
abroad; Philippa and Paul, with Michael
(4) in Luxembourg, and Lucy and Nasif
with Sophie (3) and Raphael (2), in the
Maldive Islands which straddle the
Equator in the Indian Ocean west of Sri
Lanka. Both these location so ffer good
excuses for more travel! Joanna lives
nearby in Tonbridge and works as a
nanny. Peter keeps himself busy with
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footpaths, the Village Appraisal,
Scottish dancing (Sally also)and a
variety of green interests.

JOHN AND VERONICA
WORTHINGTON
1963-68, 1974-77, 1980-83

"After six happy years at NATO
Headquarters in Brussels, I retired in
April 1993. We are now living in West
Somerset, where we enjoy a
magnificent view of the Blackdown Hills
from our house. Claire, who works in
London as a freelance stylist, was
married to Charlie Bigham in May.
Michael who also works in London, was
married to Harriet Hanmer on New
Year's Eve. We have a bit of land, an
orchard and a nice walled garden. Our
current ration strength includes one
horse, one labrador, two -cats, five
chickens, four bantams and two ducks.
We would love to see old friends, ring
us on 01984 623291."

TIM AND BARBARA YATES
1955-61, 1966-69

Tim finally retired in April 1996 and he
and Barbara have returned to his roots
in Scotland. They are renting long term
a lovely old farmhouse on The
Dalhousie Estate. They are enjoying
meeting up again with family and
friends, and spend their time golfing
and gardening. They just wonder why
they didn't make this move earlier.
Daughter Amanda now has three young
daughters and son Andrew is also in
Scotland  having  become  very
disillusioned with London. He is
working with the gamekeeper in the
Invermark Estate. Life is certainly not
dull. Any friends visiting North of the
Border would be made very welcome.



AUSTIN AND JENNY THORP
1968-73

Austin is still serving and they have
been in York for two and 2 half years.
His military future is, as yet, unclear.
Jenny is teaching at a High School in
Selby. Eleanor is in London working as
a travel agent and trying to find her way
in life, hoping eventually to get into
journalism and work in the East.
Edward is at Newcastle University
reading Marine Biology, he enjoys sport
and a taxing social life!

DOMINIC VERSCHOYLE

1962-67, 1979-81
Dominic left the Army in May 1993,
time expired, and got roughly the same
MOD Head of Specialist Construction
job back as a Gd 6 civil servant (but
leaving the serving Colonel post intact).
Bored with  constant revolving
reorganisations, six in six years?, he left
in January 1996 for the Institution of
Civili  Engineers to run their
international membership section. He
still spends most of his leave in South
America.
[Dom says, cryptically, this is not
exactly "Family News"! Ed]

HUGH AND SUSIE VIVIAN
1988-90
Having spent the last three years of his
army service with Military Survey, Hugh
left the Corps in June 1996 to start in
an HR career in the investment bank,
Barclays de Zoete Wedd in the City.
Life is very busy but thoroughly
enjoyable. In addition to the career
change in '96, Hugh married Susie in
January 1996; Susie works in Sales
promotion in London and they have
recently moved to Brook Green,
Hammersmith. Hugh stays in touch
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with two MBA  Sappers, Ben
Misselbrook and Tim Grant and enjoys
the monthly pub meeting of the City
Sappers (Alex Green, David Johnston
etc).

BARBARA WALSH
1983

"After serving in Hong Kong I went on
to serve 5 tours in Belize. On one of
these tours I met up again with a
detachment of Gurkhas. I also served in
Detmold, Chepstow and Harrogate. I
then retired, after moving houses
thirteen times, and finally settled in
Caterham. This however was short
lived. I was resurrected from retirement
to report to Infantry Training Centre
Catterick. I will then be once again with
the Gurkhas as they will be arriving in
Catterick in 1997. Right now I'm
rushing off to the library to borrow a
Nepalese language book to brush up on
my Gurkhali!" [She is proud to be an
Honorary Member and would love to
attend a reunion if someone would care
to escort her - Ed]

JOE WALSH
1959-61

At last retired from General Practice
(Jox Patientii). Young wife still works
as a practice nurse. Children: oldest -
nurse, intensive care in London. Next,
boy - lawyer in Glasgow. Next, girl - CA
based in Jersey, CI, at present in
Boston, Mass. Youngest, boy - Telesales
Direct Line - only we are worried! - has
now made Joe an expectant
grandfather. Joe keeps mind ticking
over by sitting on independent tribunal
service and body by going shooting -
has very good dog, good gun and
variable eye!

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
MAJOR GENERAL AD PIGOTT CBE

Another year, a new editor for the
magazine, a new baseline for the
Regiment within 36 Engineer Regiment
and who knows what new challenges
are yet to unfold.

Looking back over 1996, my first as
Colonel, my recollections are essentially
a trinity of pride, gratitude and sadness.
Pride, easily the most memorable, at
being involved with the Regiment and
thus close witness to its traditions and
continuing achievements. Gratitude at
being invited to take on this very
agreeable role. And sadness of course
at the changes we have had to absorb -
however inevitable they may be.
Capturing over the year so much of the
spirit of the Regiment I must confess to
a tinge too of personal regret at not
serving more closely with it in the past.
But better late than never.

That spirit was all so evident when
I visited 67 Gurkha Field Squadron for
its Disbandment Parade last
September. It was very rewarding to
hear at first hand, and from so many
unsolicited quarters, the regard with
which the Squadron was held in Hong
Kong. The Parade and its
accompanying activities confirmed
these sentiments. It was all done with a
flair and style so evocative as such an
occasion demands. We were all
delighted to see Major Alastair
Sheppard's leadership properly
recognised with the award of the MBE
in the New Year Honours.

Meanwhile 69 Gurkha Field
Squadron was doing its stuff in Bosnia -
a mould setting tour for the future. I
was not able to visit them. But knowing
personally so many of our senior

Commanders there, most of them
probably unaware of my link with the
Squadron, it has been similarly
rewarding to bask in the accolades that
the Squadron has earned.

With many of the soldiers knowing
that on return from Bosnia they would
be leaving on redundancy their
achievements are the more remarkable.
It was a great pleasure for me to attend
Major Tim Treanor's farewell dinner at
Maidstone. When I was CO 25 Engineer
Regiment he was one of my troop
commanders so [ claim some creditfor
his success!

I have just finished my Nepali Basic
course at Church Crookham. I saw off
most of the RGR subalterns in the
morning writtentests. I am now looking
forward to my first trek in Nepal in
March with the Gurkha Major. Tom
Langridge will, I understand, be in
Nepal at the same time. It was
marvellous to see his work with The
Pahar Trust also so deservedly
recognised with the award of the MBE.

Throughout the year the
outstanding contribution that 36
Engineer Regiment continues to make
in integrating The Queen's Gurkha
Engineers within the wider Corps
family has been evident at everyturn.
And I want to record my thanks to Lt
Col Bob Hendicott for wearing both the
CO and Commandant hats so elegantly.
Finally I cannot let this edition go by
without recording my thanks too for
everything that the Gurkha Major has
done for the Regiment over an
outstanding career. We all wish him
every good fortune for the future.




Commandant's Report
Lieutenant Colonel R C Hendicott MBE RE

Before I talk about the activities of the
Regiment, I would like to offer a brief
personal perspective after just over a
year as Commandant.

When I heard I was to be
Commanding Officer 36 Engineer
Regiment I had no idea that the
appointraent brought with it the honour
of being Commandant, The Queen's
Gurkha Engineers. When I found out
this was the case I assurmned, naively
perhaps, that this was some sort of
titular post but no more.

One year on I am much the wiser,
both about the role of the Commandant
and about Gurkhas generally and I have
been assisted up a pretty steep learning
curve by some outstanding advisers to
whom I am greatly indebted. The year
has been exceedingly busy. At
Regimental level we have grappled with
implementing the final phase of
redundancy and by the end of this year
The Queen's Gurkha Engineers will
comprise just 69 Gurkha Field
Squadron and a small number of Extra-
Regimentally Employed personnel.

Although we are just about to lose

67 Gurkha Independent Field
Squadron, in effect the two existing
squadrons are actually in the process of
merging.

Inevitably some extremely difficult
decisions have had to be made to
determine who should stay and who
would have to leave. Redundancy
announcements were made in early
1996, with the specific aim of ensuring
that those deploying operationally to
Bosnia knew where they stood before
they left.

Not surprisingly, the counselling
which has followed notification of
redundancies has been no easier than
the decision process itself. On
the positive side, however, 1 never
ceaseto be amazed at the good grace
and dignity with which those leaving
have taken their news. I cannot speak
from personal experience of the
manner in which 67 Squadron have
kept their tails held high, although I
know this to be the case.

But I have seen 69 Squadron at very
close quarters throughout their tour in
Bosnia. | know that no British squadron
could have maintained their enthusiasm
and dedication in such circumstances
and, to a man, they have brought
enormous credit on both the Regiment
and the Brigade of Gurkhas.

We are firmly in the era of
promotion and manning boards chaired
externally by the Officer in Charge of
the Manning and Records Officer at
Exeter, rather than conducting such
business totally in-house.

The advantages of this are clear, not
least in the sense that the slightly more
detached mechanism is seen by all as
being beyond reproach rather than
susceptible to internal manipulation.
The disadvantage is that it is difficult
enough trying to plan careers and
manning in a single squadron even with

KEN AND SANDRA READER
1988-90
Ken survived reaching 50, the London
Marathon (mainly due to support from
his family) and is enjoying his new post
in HQ Scotland looking after the Army
estate. Sandra and offspring have
settled in Ely and have accepted
reluctantly the separation. Sandra is
working part-time at a special needs
school and thoroughly enjoying it.
Natasha is 'between jobs' but is far from
idle. Nicholas, having completed his
management training and ran a store
for 5 weeks, has just been promoted to
run one three times larger.
[Our congratulations to Ken on
promotion to Lt Col - Ed]

MIKE AND GILL REYNOLDS
1967-68, 1981-831

"1996 saw some big changes for us. We
are back in UK having been abroad for
almost 9 out of the last 10 years. We are
now in Chilwell, Mike Dbeing
Commander Military Work Force.
Ironically he seems to spend much of
his time abroad! Gill has joined the
ranks of the unemployed, having
worked full time for the last 7 years.
She started a temporary job in January
and is hoping that it will develop into
something permanent. Louise got the
A level grades she needed for entry to
Exeter University to read French and
Spanish. She deferred her entry until
next year to take up a Jesuit
scholarship in Mexico. Mark is now in
his last year at Prep school, with the
Common entrance looming.

KENNETH ROBERTSON
1948-50
Colonel Robertson who was CO Engr
Trg Centre in Kluang now lives near
Woodbridge, Suffolk. He writes 'l
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vividly recall the Gurkha Engineers first
Dashera in 1948. The Gurkha chosen
to perform the head-cutiing ceremony
took his time. For about half-an-hour he
paced about, judging his task and the
behaviour of the beast. The music and
the singing became doleful and
apprehension gererally was growing.
Then suddenly there was a flash; so fast
I did not really see it. My first
comprehension was of a severed
bullock's head lying on the ground.
There was the most tremendous shout
of joy from all the Gurkhas. The
Gurkha Engineers had indeed arrived!"

IAIN AND MYRA STIRLING-STAINSBY
1992-94

He left the Regiment in 1994 and went
to learn to fly Gazelles at Middle
Wallop. He gained his wings in June
1995 and moved to Dishforth and then
to Belize on a four month roulement
tour. Excitements there included an
anti-drug smuggling operation. Another
short tour to Canada followed and he is
now waiting to go to JCSC in July 1997.
In the meantime he helps to change
nappies for son Aikma and daughter
Corazon.

PRISCILLA THOMAS

Priscilla Thomas (widow of Jumbo) is
well and kept very busy with her
extended family and all the local
activities in the small hamlet of
Graffham. Millie, her black labrador,
keeps her fit by insisting on two walks a
day and a cup of tea on the dot at 7am!
Visits from Hank and Juliet Bowen and
other old friends are very much
enjoyed, as is also the Magazine. She is
looking forward to celebrating the
Millennium on her 80th birthday.



DEREK AND PRUE MOORCROFT
1952-58, 1963-65

Derek and Prue are still living in the
same house they moved into 30 years
ago. Derek is fully occupied in the
garden, around the house and playing
golf trying to keep up with Prue who
still plays off a single figure handicap.
Both have been Captains and Derek
remains convinced that even a
Committee of two is one too many!
Simon, the only one married, has
recently adopted a daughter and lives
nearby. Toby, having gone through
Webber Douglas, gave up the idea of
acting years ago and is now in London
trying to produce a film. Joanna is in
Australia at Perth University. Michael
is in Lloyds Bank and, for the moment,
living at home. Their cat and dog
complete the family picture.

DUNCAN AND ROSEMARY MORRIS
1964-69

Duncan and Rosemary write that this is
a singularly appropriate moment for a
contribution to Family News. Duncan
has just taken early retirement from the
International Labour Organisation and
come home to Frampton on Severn. He
hopes to be able to continue to work in
the field of local-resources-based
infrastructural development, either as a
freelance consultant or as an adviser to
an international development or relief
organisation but based in the UK rather
than overseas. Both Duncan and Rosie
are looking forward to living in their
home, instead of visiting it, and to
catching up with 'lost' friends. Watch
out, the Morrises are about!

GRAHAM AND EMMA PHILLIPS
1983-85
"Home life had been busy and
demanding since the birth of our
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daughter, Frances, in April 1995. She is
delightful in many ways though sadly
she has Downs Syndrome and epilepsy.
Matthew is now 6 and we are finding
out about his epilepsy and its
associated learning difficulties. So we
are very much part of the disabled
child's world with its joys, delights and
sadnesses. Yet we are learning to trust
God more, and to allow Him to sustain
us. Thomas, now 4 is energetic and full
of life and loves playing rough and
turable with Dad."

PHILIP AND KATE POOLE

1973, 1977-79, 1980-83, 1990-91
We made a bid to be '"The Most Moved
Major (and Family) in the Corps by
leaving the MOD and The Keep in Jan
94 for Stafford and HQ 30 Engr Bde.
Sadly, Options and DCS did for that,
and in less than 11 months we were off
to Herford and HQ 1(UK) Armd Div.
With promotion came another job in
MOD and so after 12 thoroughly
enjoyable months in Germany it was
back to the UK and another MOD job.
Kate juggles the demands of Edward
(5) and Lucy (3) from our quarter in
Bushey while Philip wastes 2 hours
each day on the train into and out of
London".

DESMOND AND MAJORIE QUIRKE
1965-68, 1970-72

Desmond finally retired from gainful
employment in September 1996 (MS in
HQ 2 Div, previously HQ EDIST,
previously Q NEDIST!). They regularly
visit sunny Spain where Matthew, their
eldest, resides. Their main occupations
apart from house, holiday cottage and
garden are JP work (Bench Chairman)
and trying to catch up with Marjorie's
head start in learning Spanish, and
improving their bridge.

the Dbenefit of
knowledge.

The difficulties of doing so without
knowledge of the long term plot need
no further explanation. Whilst on the
subject of manning, I am delighted to
welcome Captain (QGO) Tshering
Lama as our new Gurkha Major. He will
be promoted and assume the
appointment from Major (QGO)
Judbahadur Gurung in June next year.

I would also like to acknowledge the
outstanding contribution which JB
Saheb has made to the Regiment during
his tenure as Gurkha Major. The role he
has fulfilled is far more complex than
the traditional one and he has given his
all during a particularly difficult 2 years.
In particular, he has supported me
quite outstandingly and I would like to
thank him for that and wish him the
best of good fortune in the future. I
would also like to record formally my
appreciation of the hard work of the
two Squadron Commanders, Tim
Treanor and Alistair Sheppard. Both
leave at the end of the year, to take up
new appointments with the Directorate

detailed inside

of Military Operations and
Headquarters Engineer in  Chief
respectively.

Tim's successor is David Caulfield
who takes over in December 1996 and I
also extend a warm welcome to him as
he re-joins the Regiment. Finally, I
would like to thank General Richard
Peck for his huge contribution during 5
years as Colonel of the Regiment and
bid a warm welcome to our new
Colonel, General Tony Pigott, who
assumed his appointment in April 1996.

Turning now to the squadrons, in
seniority order. By the end of 1995,
when I visited them, the men of 67
Gurkha Independent Field Squadron
had begun to immerse themselves in
planning and recces for Exercise

Holdfast 96. This was a construction
exercise conducted in Eastern Nepal
building the Katari to Okhaldunga road
on an alignment selected by the Royal
Nepalese @ Army  Engineers and
continuing similar work undertaken by
the Squadron two years previously.

The work was extremely dangerous
(local military engineers have died on
several occasions in the past as a result
of rockfalls and plant slipping from the
pilot track) but was executed with
precision and skill to produce a finished
product of impressive standards.

While there the Squadron was
visited by the Engineer in Chief,
Colonel Brigade of Gurkhas and our
Defence Attache in Kathmandu
amongst many others. A number of
men took the opportunity to bring their
wives and families to see the Squadron
at work, and every man had the
opportunity to try white water rafting
on the Sun Khosi River. On
their return to Borneo Lines sadly they
had to turn to preparation in earnest
for Drawdown. This was another phase
of the year which was planned early
and has been executed with
considerable care and attention to
detail.

The Squadron's Disbandment
Parade took place at Sek Kong on 6
September and was, by all accounts, a
tour de force, although I was unable to
excuse myself from Bosnia to be there
myself. The salute was taken by
Commander British Forces, Major
General Bryan Dutton, and the
Squadron was accompanied on parade
by the band of the Corps of Royal
Engineers. Amongst the many visitors
was our new Colonel, Major General
Tony Pigott, who accepted the
Squadron's flag as it was lowered for
the last time.

Of 69 Squadron I have seen much



more, both in Maidstone and in Bosnia,
where they have been collocated with
me in Gornji Vakuf. Virtually the
whole of the past year has seen the
Squadron focused on their Operation
Resolute tour. I was in no doubt from
the outset that this was the 'make or
break' tour for the Regiment in its new
form, integrated much more -closely
with the Corps of Royal Engineers and
part of a British Sapper Regiment.

It is also worth noting that QGOs
commanded two of the four troops in
the Squadron, and rose to the challenge
with ease. The other two
were run by British officers without
QGOs, and the post of Troop QGO is
likely to lapse shortly. Contrary to
initial plans and expectations, the ACE
Mobile Force Troop, formed from H
Troop a year ago to meet a specific
commitment on NATO's Northern
Flank, deployed late and almost fresh-
foot from Norway to join the Squadron
in Bosnia. They now face just one
winter in Norway, in early 1997, in what
has turned out to be a very short lived
commitment, before reverting to the
normal field troop structure and their
old title.

69 Squadron as a whole set to with a
will in Bosnia and very rapidly made
themselves a force to be reckoned with.
By the end of the tour they had earned
a reputation for setting engineering

standards to which the other Sappers in
theatre could often only aspire.

The delight was that their sterling
work all took place under the full gaze
of the remainder of the Army, whether
they were troops in theatre from both
1st and 3rd Divisions, or the many very
senior visitors we hosted.

Overall, the tour could not have
come at a better time or have been
more widely seen by all elements of the
Army. [ will not steal the Squadron's
thunder by saying more about what
they did.

To conclude, 1996 has been a year
of mixed fortunes for The Queen's
Gurkha Engineers, as 1 predicted it
would be when I wrote my Report last
year. What I could never have
predicted is how outstandingly well our
Gurkha officers and soldiers have stood
up to the trauma of more redundancy
or what an unequivocal success the two
major deployments, one by each
Squadron, have been. The Queen's
Gurkha Engineers may be numerically
considerably smaller than we once
were, but the past year has
demonstrated beyond doubt that the
spirit of the full Regiment lives on and
it remains firmly established in the eyes
of the Army, the Corps of Royal
Engineers and the rest of the Brigade of
Gurkhas.

Jai QGE.

at Seaford College and thoroughly
enjoys the CCF, Jonathan is in his last
year at prep school and Ben continues
to be the clown of the family.

JAN LOWE 1970-78
Following his relatively short but
eventful time with Queens Gurkha
Engineers as Regimental Medical
Officer Jan returned to QEMH
Woolwich and spent the next four years
taking exams and learning to be a
cancer specialist. In 1981, at the end of
SSC, it became obvious that the future
of hospital specialists in the RAMC
would be limited. He left the Army and
started a Senior Registrar rotation,
based in the University of Leeds. He
was appointed Consultant Pathologist
in Bradford in 1983 and having briefly
flirted with diseases of the rich has
returned (so to speak) to an interest in
the breast, in particular breast cancer.
He maintains his contacts with the
military and is OC of a Squadron of 212
Field Hospital. He has three children,
James currently at University, Jenny
and Kathryn both at Bradford Girls
Grammar School and both having
represented Great Britain in Rhythmic
Gymnastics.

GUY AND JOANNA LUCAS
1968-73
Guy started his second career by
setting out as an EOD consultant in
September 1990. In 1991 they set up
BACTEC International Ltd as an EOD
and Mine Clearing Company. Guy was
contracted to set up and run the
project for the clearance of the UK
sector of Kuwait. This involved the
clearance of over 2,500 square
kilometres of Kuwait, the location and
disposal of 500,000 mines and
destruction of over 20,000 tonnes of
assorted ordnance. The workforce
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reached a ceiling of 700 of whom 100
were ex Gurkha Engineers who were
recruited and trained as EOD operators
and mine clearance teams. The four ex
Gurkha  Engineer teams = were
commanded by ex QGOs or QMSIs and
were a real credit to the regiment.
Since the completion of the Kuwait
project, Guy was contracted to set up
the UN Mine Action Centre in Angola
and currently his EOD teams are
employed in Aden, Europe and UK.
BACTEC will shortly be deploying
teams to Bosnia. Joanna runs the
company while Guy is "on site" in exotic
locations and is finding time to source
funding for the restoration of the
Theatre Royal in Chatham. On the
home front, Tatty married Nick, who
works for BACTEC, in 1994. Ben
attended law school and is now in
Birmingham as a trainee solicitor. Gael
and Anthony are still at school.

ANDY MACLACHLAN
1989-94
Andy writes that while on the staff at
RMAS he proudly wore the QGE
regalia. He and Lucy sadly parted
company in July 1995 and are now
divorced. He left the Army after his
Sandhurst tour and went to South
Africa to run a wildlife reserve.
Problems with his visa followed and he
is now back in England job-hunting. He
would like to hear from old friends via
his parents. Telephone number 01364
652479.
DOUGLAS MILLER
1953-63

Douglas remains happily vegetating in
Glasgow, with roots so firmly embedded
there that not even the alleged joys of
Kent, London or Hampshire can tempt
him south of the border. An exception
has been a couple of visits to Japan to
see his son, David, working there.



near Andover. The girls grow
extraordinarily fast and already plans
are heavily influenced by schools and
babysitters.

MARK INGRAM
1951-52

Mark Ingram writes that his khas kura
is now almost entirely atrophied since
he had to learn Russiant in the mid-
1950s and used that language in
military and then civilian contexts until
1971. Moscow named him as a naughty
capitalist spy and he was banned. Now
widowed these thirteen years and with
all three sons employed, married and
breeding elsewhere, he is continuing
his oil industry market intelligence
gathering and edits the quarterly "UK
Offshore Review" from home, more
because it is fun than to supplement his
pensions. His garden in Kent offers a
reasonable field of fire over the M20
motorway from the chunnel but
equipping and focusing the 7.62Hz
Napoleon-dissuader is still proving a
challenge. [Work that out! - Ed)

CHRIS AND JILL JARRETT-KERR
1988-90
Chris and Gill have set reasonably deep
roots in Camberley, where the
renovations to their house are half
complete after a mere 4-years. The
family is well and growing up fast. Tom
(13) is at school in Wokingham, William
(11) in Frimley and Alice (8) is also
nearby. Gill is at Wellington College,
part time, keeping her hand in at
nursing by tending to the young men
(and women now) in the Sanatorium.
Chris is now the Senior Litigation
Support Manager for Bowhawk
Consulting. This is a project
management role with a considerable
IT element and in the past year has
included the management of a major
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project to scan and code 3 million pages
into a database. It makes a change from
making candles. Chris still plays hockey
and assists with the coaching of the
under 12s at Camberley Hockey Club
most Sunday mornings.

JIM AND JANE KENNEDY
1952-54

Jim retired to Devon in 1988 after 10
years Bursaring at Rannoch seeking a
quiet life in a whitewashed cottage with
roses over the door and a view to the
distant sea . . . But an ancient Chapel
nearby had family connections with
Canada who own it, uniquely, as it is a
memorial to the first Lieutenant
Governor of Upper Canada and founder
of Toronto - so Jim is almost back
Bursaring again, arranging events and
generally looking after the Chapel. Jane
sticks firmly to gardening and choral
singing. Andrew has been in Perth and
is currently in the Antarctic again with
ANARE. Pippa is happily back home.
Pam and Billy Brown ventured down
this way last summer to keep the
Kennedy spirits high.

NICK AND JACKIE KYTE
1986-88
With three very young boys Nick and
Jackie arrived in the Regiment for the
Unit Education Officer's appointment in
response to "dream sheets" marked
"Hong Kong, Gurkhas, Urgent"! A
brilliant 2 years. A UK tour in Bulford
followed and then Fortune smiled again
- off to the sun in Gibraltar for 2 years.
Here there was a surprise but welcome
addition to the family, daughter Jossie!
Also a surprise and unwelcome phase -
involuntary redundancy. Fate smiled
again and they are now in Brunei, still
teaching English to Gurkhas, currently
2RGR.(Some are QGE transferees.) Kit
their eldest son is studying for GCSEs

67 GURKHA
INDEPENDENT FIELD
SQUADRON,

THE QUEEN'S GURKHA
ENGINEERS

SEPTEMBER 95 TO OCTOBER 96

Officer Commanding:
Major AC Sheppard RE

Gurkha Captain:
Captain (QGO) Mohankumar Gurung.

September 1995 to October 1996 has
been a busy period for 67 Gurkha
Independent Field Squadron, The
Queens Gurkha Engineers. It has
involved a major overseas deployment
to Nepal, numerous construction and
training exercises in and around Hong
Kong and, of course, the usual round of
sporting and social activities.

The period began with the return of
the Squadron from Exercise Jungle
Builder 95 in Brunei. Post exercise
leave did little to slow the pace of
activity, as the Squadron prepared to
support the Garrison FTX, celebrate
Dashain and commence preparation for
Exercise Holdfast 96.

The detailed reconnaissance for the
exercise, which was to involve
construction tasks on a sector of the
Katari to Okhaldhunga road in Nepal,
was underway within a week of the
Squadron's return from Brunei.

Meanwhile, the Squadron undertook
the responsibility for running the main
theatre Command Post Exercise,
Exercise Joint Emblem VIII. The Officer
Commanding was the exercise co-
ordinator, with the remainder of the
Squadron providing response teams,
watch keepers, exercise control and

administrative support. Exercise Town
Island II took place in November. The
Reverend Chan  persuaded the
Squadron to continue its good work for
his Drug Rehabilitation Centre. A
Troop, commanded by Lieutenant
Kieron Fitzpatrick, were tasked to
construct another two accommodation
blocks for the centre, again with all
stores and equipment supplied by air.

December saw the final visit to the
Squadron of the outgoing Colonel The
Queen's Gurkha Engineers, Major
General Peck. A families 'get together'
was organised and the General bade
farewell to the Squadron before finally
standing down for Christmas leave.

The Squadron returned from
Christmas leave and immediately
deployed on Exercise Holdfast 96.

The ten week exercise involved the
deployment of the whole Squadron to
undertake Troop size road construction
tasks.

The first task however was to
construct the Squadron camp at a site
adjacent to the Causeway constructed
by the Squadron on Exercise Holdfast
94. This task fell to B Troop. Having
completed 'Kluang Camp' (Named in
memory of the Squadron's first ever
location in 1948) the Troop tasks
commenced.

A and B Troops were co-located on
a sector of the road some seven
kilometres north of Kluang Camp.

A Troop worked on the slope below
the alignment of the road constructing
a dry stone gabion wall measuring 20m
long by 8m high, complete with
associated drainage, in the form of a
gabion cascade and scour protection
wall.

B Troop worked above the
alignment of the road constructing a
masonry breast wall of total length
120m, again with associated drainage.



C Troop's task site was located a
further 3 kilometres up the road. Their
task was to construct a 25m long
causeway and gabion retaining wall
with drainage in the form of a mortar
masonry cascade.

football, basketball and volleyball. The
Squadron came out victorious having
lost only the volleyball. The prize of two
goats was duly awarded and enjoyed by
all at an'extra messing' held the same
evening.

Gabion wall construction during Exercise Holdfast '96 in Nepal

Support Troop's task was to lay a gravel
pavement over a 3 km sector of the
road south of A and B Troops' site. All
the tasks involved some measure of
slope stabilisation (using Bio
Engineering techniques).

A small 'MACC' task to construct a
water supply system for a local school
was also carried out toward the end of
the construction phase. Concurrently
with the construction tasks members of
the Squadron took part in White Water
Rafting expeditions on the Sun Kosi
river.

During the exercise, sport managed
to feature prominently, with fixtures
against the local Royal Nepalese Army,
Kaliprasad Engineer Battalion at
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A Tug-of-War competition was also held
between the Squadron and the local
Infantry Battalion in Ithari. Having
performed valiantly the Squadron
narrowly lost to a team that it was later
discovered were the Royal Nepal Army
champions.

Just before returning to Hong Kong
the Squadron beat British Gurkhas
Nepal in a sports competition which
included volleyball, basketball, football
and a game often-a-side Rugby. Visitors
to the exercise came thick and fast and
included The Prime Minister of Nepal
(accompanied by several of his
ministers), Major General Dutton
(Commander British Forces Hong
Kong), Brigadier McGill (The Engineer

Justin (26) is publishing computer
games and based in Norwich. Annabelle
(24) is married in Portsmouth and has
produced Benjamin, grandson, now 8
months. Neville (22) having set up The
Fish with parents is back at The Sun at
Bentworth in Hampshire managing the
bar. Delighted to see old friends at The
Fish. Food is excellent, wine and beer
beyond reproach and, since there are 3
double rooms to let, no need for
excuses about having to drive!

JOHN AND TRICIA GETLEY
1956-61, 1964-66, 1968, 1971, 1973-79
John and Tricia continue to live in Fife,
close to the M90 and 25 miles north of
Edinburgh. John retired from an RO
appointment in the Spring 1996 and
keeps happily busy in the garden in the
summer and in the workshop for the
rest of the year. He takes orders for
ornamental wrought iron work and
bookbinding and does  general
maintenance. Tricia has sold her cows
but still has poultry and two working
labradors. The house is always full of
people and good company and time
passes so quickly. James is engaged and
has returned to work in this country
after ten years abroad which thrills
them. Andrew and his wife Alice live in
Edinburgh. Edward works in Holbeach

where he is very happy.

PETER AND CATHERINE GILBERT
1982-84
The end of 1996 finds the Gilbert family
well established in civilian life. Peter
now works for SBC Warburg, the
investment arm of Swiss Bank
Corporation. He has been helping to
reorganise some of the procurement
activities of the Bank, and having 're-
engineered' the hiring of teraporary
workers and IT contractors in London,
he is now repeating the work in New
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York and Switzerland. Catherine works
part-time for Monmouth Town Council
which fits in well with looking after the
two girls. Louisa (9) is in her second
year at the Haberdashers School and
Jessica (6) should join her in 1997. The
quality of life is so good around
Monmouth that the Gilberts have
bought a house 6 miles outside the
town and just 3 from the Tuggeys.

TONY AND LYNDA HARKING
1981-83, 1985-88

This had been a busy year for the
Harking family with a move to 21
Engineer Regiment, initially in
Nienburg and then in Osnabruck.
Philippa is at Walhampton School in
Lymington and thoroughly enjoying it,
Alexander joins her in 1997. The IRA
greeted the Regiment's arrival in
Osnabruck with a mortar attack which
was, fortunately, unsuccessful.  Tim
Beckh and Richard Burnet have resided
with Tony in RHQ so QGE has been
well represented but both have just
been posted so there remains but one
Hong Kong calendar. Next year sees
RHQ deploy to Bosnia with elements of
the three other Germany based
regiments - such is the level of
commitments these days!

MARK AND AMANDA HUGHES
1974, 1980-82
Mark and Amanda are nearing the end
of a 2-year, hugely enjoyable sojourn at
Waterbeach. The latter commands the
former who commands 39 Engineer
Regiment; the period from October 96
- April 97 was spent in Bosnia in a
range of different roles but essentially
providing the only engineer support to
the British deployment. Thereafter it
was back to the Plans and Programme
world at work as Colonel QMG2, and
back to the M3 corridor with housing



JOHN AND MAVIS ENGLISH
1955-60

John, being the only member of the
family not employed by the NHS, is
vegetating. The plot at the top of the
pasture has provided really fresh
vegetables and a grand spot in the sun.
He fills in with a little voluntary work,
minor projects and keeping up with the
cricket and horses. Mavis's title has
changed from Secretary to
Administrator but the work is the same.
Cathy is a psychiatrist with a special
interest in eating disorders, working for
the Cornwall Community Trust. Paddy,
having gained his MRCP is looking to
catch up on his surfing (he caught the
surf bug while working on Australia's
Gold Coast) before seeking a
Registrar's post. James has completed
his Junior Houseman year and is
currently working in casualty in Dorset
and returned to Cornwall in February
this year. He has also found an
intelligent girl with an interest in soccer
and surfing. As his elder brother said "A
match made in heaven."

DICK AND PAM FRANCIS
1950-56, 1960-63

Dick and Pam returned from holiday in
North America in November last. Life
goes on in Farnham as it has for 27
years now. Pam is still agency nursing.
Dick is a driver with a local garage,
which he says is great fun, and brings in
some Saturday pennies. Daughter Cara
has just returned from Peru with
Halcrow and sons now number a
stockbroker, a banker and a
pharmaceuticals field sales manager.
Son Adrian has introduced two new
small recruits to form the third
generation. Dick and Pam would be
delighted to hear from old friends who
may be passing through.
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JOHN AND BEROE FREELAND
1952-68

John and Beroe are proud grandparents
trying hard to retire from farming. Ian,
their eldest, is the working partner and
keeps the farm business going with a
young trainee to help with the beef
herd (still BSE free) and the flock of
mule ewes. Ian and his wife Helen live
in the farmhouse with their two girls
Henrietta and Kate. Justin left 9/12th
Lancers a year ago and is now in the
fine art trade in London where he keeps
the archives in a very smart shop in
New Bond Street. He enjoyed his year
with Christies as a student. Julia sells
tea in London for Whittards of Chelsea
but has been allowed a few months off
to help Raleigh International with a
building project in Uganda until early in
the new year. Sarah works for World
Challenge, placing young people and
school groups on various projects
worldwide and is very busy. The
children come home from time to time
when B & B wallahs have left any rooms
vacant. Beroe (cook and OC laundry)
and John (butler and general
dogsbody) have had a booming year
and visited South Africa for a month to
celebrate.

MIKE AND JENNY GAFFNEY
1963-68, 1977-79, 1983-85

Mike and Jenny are now proud
grandparents. They have been running
The Fish at Sutton Courtney since
August 95. The pub has just been
selected by Egon Ronay for a star in
their 1997guide 'one of only 60 in the
country ' for good food. This venture
followed Mike's 6 years in the NHS as
Chief Executive of Family Health
Services Authority in Buckinghamshire.
This career was brought to a halt by
amalgamation/disbandment - might as
well have stayed in the Army really!

in Chief) and Colonel Willis (Colonel
The Brigade of Gurkhas).

After the project was completed
most of the men managed to get home,
leaving the Squadron Officers to head
for Everest or India depending on their
want. Troop Commanders Lieutenants
Kieron Fitzpatrick and Peter Smyth
carried out duty treks. Eventually it
was time to return to Hong Kong via
Kathmandu for a well earned Easter
break.

The return from Exercise Holdfast
did little to slow the pace of activity. C
Troop were immediately tasked to
provide a demolition demonstration for
the HQBF Consular Day while B Troop
commenced the preparation for the
yearly Ward Haven Refurbishment.

The Diving Team successfully
completed its yearly assessment and
eight members of the Squadron passed
their Diving Aptitude Test. Exercise
Safe Conduct II took place in May and
involved anintensive package of
individual training, culminating in an
overnight 'Tab' across Sai Kung.
Planning for withdrawal started in
earnest and Staff visits were organised
to address the various drawdown
issues.

Captain (QGO) Hombahadur Rana
was appointed the Unit Resettlement
Officer and set about planning for the
future departure of the 65 soldiers due
to leave the Squadron at the end of the
year.

The Squadron's final exercise as an
operational unit took place in August. C
Troop (with the Diving Team attached)
deployed for Exercise Town Island III.
The exercise involved an upgrade of
accommodation and repair of the
Island's only jetty. At the individual
level Lt Kieron Fitzpatrick took part in
Exercise PALEX 96, an exchange
attachment with an officer from the US
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Corps of Engineers in Hawaii. After 11
weeks of hard work Spr Khadgabahadur
Gurung became the first Gurkha to pass
the All Arms Commando Course, paving
the way for more Gurkhas to follow in
his footsteps. Captain Andy Clee also
successfully passed the course.

At the beginning of September the
Squadron turned its attention to the
Disbandment Parade. A great deal of
effort went into preparation for the
parade and its associated functions of
the cocktail and families parties. The
events were a complete success and the
Squadron gained much praise for an
excellent display, marching off the
square for the last time with their heads
held high. (see separate article) 1996
was a mixed year for the Squadron's
sports teams.

Commendable efforts came in the
British Forces Hong Kong athletics,
swimming, and basketball
championships, and the Squadron also
participated in the Hong Kong skill at
arms meeting (finishing runners up in
the Minor Units competition), the Khud
Race, and Trail walker (completing the
course in less than 24 hours, despite
only two short training sessions).

Tae Kwan Do experts, LCpl
Jiwanpyara Limbu and Spr Indra Rai,
continued to compete at an extrermely
high level winning Gold and Silver
respectively in the European Open
championships.

The period has been one of some
change in personalities in the
Squadron. A large changeover of
manpower took place between 67 and
69 Squadrons in September '95
including an exchange of Sergeant
Majors, with newly promoted Sergeant
Major Chutrabahadur Shrestha moving
to 69 Squadron and Sergeant Major
Jagatprasad Gurung coming from the
United Kingdom.



At the same time Lieutenant (QGO)
Dalbahadur Limbu arrived from the
United Kingdom to take up the post of
C Troop QGO. In March '96 the Second
in Command Captain Robert Orr
departed for a Staff Officer post in
Brecon. There have been several
promotions including that of Corporal
Prembahadur Rana to Sergeant as well
as the selection of the Quartermaster,
Captain Les Thomas, for promotion to
Major on 30 September '96.

The SQMS, Staff Sergeant 'Jonah'
Jones, was also selected for promotion
on posting to Chilwell in the new year.

The period has been an extremely
busy one for members of 67 Squadron.
The Squadron went Non-Operational on
1 October and the last soldier departed
on 18 December '96 finally ending 46
years of association between the
Queen's Gurkha Engineers and Hong
Kong.

Members of the Squadron have now
turned their attention to the future
whether it be with 69 Squadron in the
United Kingdom or as a Civilian in
Nepal or indeed the Far East.

One thing however will continue to
remain with them; that being the
memory and pride of having served in
67 Gurkha  Independent Field
Squadron.

Jai The Queens Gurkha Engineers.
by Capt JER Fernandes RE
and 2Lt JWJ Warren RE

67 Gurkha Independent Field
Squadron's Disbandment Parade
With the closure of Hong Kong coming
ever closer, a number of units
commenced preparations to leave the
territory for good.

One of the first to leave was 67
Gurkha Independent Field Squadron of
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the Queen's Gurkha Engineers who
disbanded at the end of 1996. On
Friday September 6th 1996 a parade
was held at Borneo Lines to mark the
occasion.

The salute was taken Dby
Commander British Forces, Hong Kong,
Major General Bryan Dutton in the
presence of the Colonel The Queen's
Gurkha Engineers, Major General Tony
Pigott.

67 Squadron was the first Gurkha
Engineer Squadron and was formed in
Malaya in 1948. During its history the
Squadron saw continuous service in
Malaya, Brunei and Hong Kong and
became the only Engineer Squadron in
Hong Kong following the disbandment
of Regimental Headquarters, 68 and 70
Squadrons in 1994.

In the last two years of its life the
Squadron deployed on three major
construction exercises to Nepal and
Brunei. They were also heavily
involved in Operation Dawn, a drug
rehabilitation project on Town Island in
Hong Kong.

The parade was preceded by a
cocktail party in the Sek Kong Station
Officers' Mess to thank all those people
who had helped the Squadron in the
last few years.

There was also a large contingent of
ex QGE officers and men who had
travelled from all over South East Asia
to attend the Parade.

Amongst the special guests were
three former members of 67 Squadron
who were part of the Squadron at its
formation.

Major Geoffrey Bennett was the first
OC and joining him at the parade were
Ex - Corporal Dave Mayhew and Lt
Ranbahadur Gurung. The parade itself
was a poignant occasion. The Band of
the Corps of Royal Engineers put on a
very impressive display for the first

the West Country and South Wales.
When he has time, he plumbs in new
wells, re-wires and re-roofs the old
farmhouse where he and Sarah slung
their anchor. Sarah gardens to keep up
with the devastation caused by heavy
machinery. Joanna works for Time
magazine in London, Alastair has a SSC
with the Irish Guards and James is
doing a BSc in Archaeology. James' dig
at Box Grove was a chance to see the
Knowles, who live in West Sussex.
Doug and Margaret Humphrey are
neighbours in Somerset.

RICHARD AND YVONNE COBBOLD
1989-92

Since leaving 70 Squadron in 1992 the
Cobbolds have had two moves, now
finding themselves at RAF Kinloss in
the North of Scotland, a foreign tour
without the perks, except for numerous
visitors. The educational steam roller
moves relentlessly onward with Claire
nearly through prep school, Nick on A
levels, Katherine into medical school
and Yvonne ever better qualified and
more experienced (and employed full
time to boot). Meanwhile the ever
thinning on top major marvels at the
odd, wayout jobs he gets given to do
(by HM that is, not the family). Taking
over from commercial consultants
seems rather back to front in this day
and age. When not at the beck and call
of the boys in blue Richard and Yvonne
are probably to be found up to their
necks in church activities of one hue or
another. As to the future? . . . the
Sassenachs understand a little bit more
about national identity and hope to
migrate south in the coming warm
weather.
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JOHN AND PHILIPPA DURRANCE
1979-81, 1986-87

John's recent posting as the Army
member of the Directing Staff at the
RAF Staff College was the perfect rest-
cure from the rigours of commanding
35 Engineer Regiment. Unfortunately
the quality of life was far too high and
John was moved on after six months to
Engineer Branch, HQ LAND in
December 1995. Philippa reluctantly
gave up her job in Yately to move down
to Wilton but is now happily teaching in
a school near Andover. Their two
sons, Martin and Timothy (now 12 and
10), are at Great Walstead School, near
Haywards Heath, and keen on soccer
and rugby respectively. John still plays
hockey for HQ Land and Salisbury and
both he and Philippa have recently
completed half-marathons. They expect
to be in Wilton for three years and
would welcome visitors.

JOHN AND JANE EDWARDS

1957-63, 1969-71, 1973-75
John and Jane Edwards are now into
their third year of retirement in
Westerham, and as seems to be a
common experience, becoming busier
all the time. John is a Parish Councillor,
has been setting up a countrywide
fundraising structure for the Gurkha
Welfare Trust and is, of course,
Chairman QGEA and the Perowne
Trust and a Trustee of the Regimental
Trust. Jane is Treasurer of the
Westerham Society and Trustee of the
local almshouses. This still leaves
plenty of time for golf at Tandridge, and
sailing in their 28 foot yacht out of the
Medway; also a good deal of travel,
notably this year to the States and next
year to South Africa.



FAMILY NEWS

RICHARD AND BRIGITTE BEAZELY
1972-75

Richard and Brigitte have been in Hong
Kong since September 1994. Richard is
helping to build the new Airport
Railway to Cheptap Kok, working for
MTRC. Richard finds life not quite
what it used to be in 72 as a troop
commander in Perowne Barracks!
Brigitte, Christopher (9) and Geraldine
(7) recently moved to Spain where they
bought a villa outside Marbella in
August 96 so Richard is looking for any
legal business to run in Marbella where
he plans to settle after working in 10
countries in 10 years. All QGE are
welcome to visit. There is plenty of
accommodation, swimming pool etc.
Richard attended the disbandment
parade of 67 Squadron in Sekong where
he met many old friends at that
memorable but sad occasion. He met up
with Stuart Thornborough who is just
the same!

GEOFF AND JUNE BENNETT

1948-51
Geoff and June have been happy
wanderers with the construction

industry since leaving the Army in
1964. Changes of languages and home-
helps have kept them alert and the
problems with broken and missing
personal effects with each move have
had their frustrations! Geoff was
involved with Sentosa's Underwater
World and is now in Malaysia (Penang)
building another hotel. He was
delighted to receive an invitation from
OC 67 Squadron to attend the
disbandment parade in Hong Kong -
very memorable. Their two offspring
are in Australia and they much enjoy
their five grandchildren.
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PETER BOWDEN
1988-91

Peter has become engaged to Jacky
Coburn and they are now living at High
Trees, Goose Rye Road, Worplesdon,
Surrey, GU3 3RJ. When Peter left the
Army in 1993 he moved to Citibank. He
remains with the bank, based in the
Strand, and as a result of planned
recruitment is now swrrounded by
numerous other retired officers
including a number of former brigade
members. He hopes to attend QGEA
functions in the future, [hopefully
complete with fiancee/bride - Ed]

BILL AND JAN BRANFORD
1955-58
Bill's tennis and squash activities were
slowing down due to age but have
recently come to an abrupt end with a
hip injury. His shooting activity as a
"brusher" is also at an end but they still
have a small shoot in Norfolk. The
squash and tennis courts are still used
by former pupils and friends. Jan is now
more mobile than Bill but both use
buggies to get about at their shoot.
They still have a second house at
Brancaster Stouthe in Norfolk but are

spending less time there.
MIKE AND GILL CALVERT
1964-69
Mike and Gill moved to Great

Missenden, Bucks in 1994. Their boys
Tom (15) and Matthew and John (14)
are in local graramar schools. Mike left
IBM in 1991 and now works for BT.

JEREMY AND SARAH CHAPMAN
1967-72
After 30 years of moving around,
Jeremy and Sarah have been happily
settled in Somerset for 4 years. Jeremy
runs two Regions of the Federation of
Master Builders and is getting to know

From left to right:
Major (Retd) Geoffrey Bennett the
Sirst OC of 67 Squadron, Cpl (Retd) D
Mayhew (who trained the first batch
of recruits of the newly formed
Gurkha Engineers in 1948/49) and
the current Officer Commanding 67
Squadron Major AC Sheppard RE.
The photograph was taken after the
disbandment parade on Friday 6th
September, 1996.(QGO)

twenty minutes. At 1900 hrs the
Squadron marched onto the square led
by the Pipes and Drums of the First
Battalion the Royal Gurkha Rifles.

After the inspection by General
Dutton, the flag was lowered for the
last time and marched off to the sound
of a lone piper before being presented
to General Pigott, the Honorary Colonel
of the Queen's Gurkha Engineers. The
Squadron then marched off the square
to the sound of Auld Lang Syne.

It was a sad moment but the Queen's
Gurkha Engineers will continue to
make a significant contribution to the
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British Army and the Royal Engineers.

Approximately half of the
Squadron's men proceeded to Nepal
and civilian life.

The remainder of the men were
posted to Maidstone in Kent to join 69
Gurkha Field Squadron as part of 36
Engineer Regiment so the Queen's
Gurkha Engineers will continue to
thrive.

After the Parade, the Squadron
threw a big party in the vehicle sheds
for all the men and their families. Each
member of the Squadron was presented
with an engraved tankard as a momento
of his service with 67 Squadron.

The party was a great success and
included displays of traditional Nepali
dancing.

It was a fitting end to a day that
represented the end of an era for the
Queen's Gurkha Engineers in Hong
Kong and the party went on long into

the night.
by Lt P E Smyth RE



69 GURKHA

FIELD SQUADRON
Magjor TLV Treanor RE

For 69 Gurkha Field Squadron, 1996
was dominated by Operation
RESOLUTE, the UK's contribution to
the NATO led Implementation Force
(IFOR) deployed to Bosnia to enforce
the military aspects of the General
Framework Agreement for Peace
(GFAP).

Our 6 month tour in the period
March - September presented many
challenges, but also gave us the
opportunity to make a contribution to
the peace process. It also reinforced
our integration into the Corps of Royal
Engineers and the wider Army; we
served initially under command of 38
Engineer Regiment and then under our
own Commandant as Commanding
Officer 36 Engineer Regiment and we
provided General Engineer Support to
both 1 and 3 Divisions.

During 1995 our planning for the
proposed deployment to Bosnia had
assumed that we would deploy with
about 100 men and as part of the UN
force, UNPROFOR. However, the
signing of the GFAP at Dayton created
new possibilities. For us this meant
going at 'best effort', around 175 men,
including our REME Fitter Section and
the AMF (L) Troop.

To prepare for this Peace Support
Operation we conducted individual and
section level military and combat
engineer training, including a week at
Wyke Regis in December 1995, as well
as trade and project management
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revision at Brompton. Our operational
effectiveness was finally honed and
tested by the UN Training and Advisory
Team at Copehill Down on Salisbury
Plain, where we were put through
scenarios to replicate the conditions in
Bosnia. It was there that we were
visited by both the  Colonel
Commandant and Colonel Brigade of
Gurkhas.

We were fortunate to serve in
Bosnia in a most permissive
environment. Climatically this was so,
as we arrived at the end of Winter,
witnessed a beautiful Spring, enjoyed a
warm Summer and departed as the
leaves turned for Autumn. Politically,
we benefitted from the high level of
compliance by the Former Warring
Factions with the GFAP; freedom of
movement and freedom of action
allowed us to work positively.

Professionally, we were able to work
to our strengths, as camp construction,
route maintenance and G5 tasks were
all deliberate operations utilising the
Squadron's trade and construction
management experience, gained on
Exercise Waterleap 95 in Canada.

We deployed in 3 groups between 9
and 16 March. Squadron Headquarters
and Echelon worked from the Precision
Factory in Gornji Vakuf. The troops
were normally deployed independently,
3 or 4 hours away from our base, but
returned there between tasks.

At the beginning of the tour, we
constructed additional accommodation
blocks and were able to form our own
lines, known as 'Chiple Gaon' or
'‘Slippery Village' after the muddy
conditions first encountered.

already been well trodden by preceding
reports over the years. Whilst we
cannot afford to be complacent our
financial viability and the fact that we
are the only museum representing all
Gurkha Regiments should tell in our
favour.

SPECIAL EVENTS
We staged a very successful Exhibition
from 13 - 26 August to commermorate
Gurkha participation in the Gallipoli
Campaign in WWI1. It is the 80th
Anniversary of the final withdrawal
from Gallipoli this year. The 4th, 5th,
6th and 10th Gurkhas were all involved.
As a result of 6GR RA loaning us
their magnificent painting of 6 GR
storming Sari Bair and 2 RGR loaning
us (on behalf of 10 GR RA) the 10 GR
Helles centrepiece, plus painstakingly
collected photos, models, uniforms,
video etc, we were able to hold a
memorable exhibition.

THE GALLERY

We have significantly expanded the
commercial letting of the Gallery which
has been reflected in greater income.
Please remember it is a splendid venue
for parties of up to seventy and rates
are very reasonable. 6 GR RA are most
generously loaning us their portrait of
HM The Queen by Dennis Fildes which
is now on its way from 1 RGR in Hong
Kong. It will hang in the Gallery and

compliment our other Fildes picture of
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh loaned to
us by 7 GR.

THE LIBRARY

The library and archives are being
reorganised into a more logical and
accessible structure. We continue to
attract a steady stream of researchers
and authors. Remember this is the only
comprehensive collection of Gurkha
historical archives and is therefore
unique.

THE SHOP
All aspects continue to go from
strength to strength wunder the

management of Gillian Gutteridge and
her devoted band of volunteers and we
are delighted to welcome Imogen
Corrigan (wife of Major Gordon
Corrigan MBE) as our newest shop
volunteer.

PLEA

The Gurkha Museum is the guarantor of
the glorious memory of 181 years' of
Gurkha Service with Britain. If this is
important to you please think of
becoming a Subscriber.

If covenanted, your 15 becomes
worth 18 to us. Please also consider
remembering us in your Will, so that
your affection for Gurkhas during your
life can be carried on after you have
gone.




THE GURKHA MUSEUM

Curator's Report

(Great work is being done in the
Gurkha Museum, Peninsular
Barracks, Winchester. Those readers
who have not yet seen it are missing
a good day out! I am including
Brigadier Chris Bullock's report in
Sull - Editor)

GENERAL

The last year has seen us faced by a
number of new problems and one or
two imponderables; some problems
have been solved, others remain.
Financially we are doing satisfactorily,
despite a lack of high profile events
such as VE and VJ Days to help us. The
building development of Peninsula
Barracks is now proceeding very
quickly in most areas. MOD reductions
in financial support for military
museums are in the pipeline.

MUSEUM STAFF
We continue to be splendidly served by
our Gurkha staff who make so many of
the things we want to do possible.
Colonel DR d'A Willis, Colonel
Brigade of Gurkhas, has been
exceptionally supportive, staging one
day of the Brigade Week Conferences
at the Museum in an attempt to
introduce influential members of the
Brigade to the Museum. On the
succeeding day the Curator was kindly
given time to plead the Museum's
cause.

DEVELOPMENT OF
PENINSULA BARRACKS
This is now proceeding quickly with a
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show flat in Long Block opened on 28
June to a fanfare of Gurkha pipes and a
press lunch in the Gallery. The old
garrison church is now a cinema and
two more new blocks of terraced
houses in Lower Barracks are nearly
completed. Only in the part still owned
by a separate company does progress
lapse. There are one or two Romanian
workers served by an ancient bulldozer
who spasmodically move a pile of
health hazard rubble from one
inconvenient position to another -
perhaps hoping to be bought out!

We welcome completion of this
development, which should bring much
needed life and rejuvenation to the long
moribund barracks area. The
Winchester Military Museums initiative
to buy the area of the old cookhouse for
a central facility for all the museums is
awaiting the outcome of a feasibility
study, progress of which is being
closely monitored.

Money of course will be the next
requirement but The National lottery's
seemingly boundless generosity
encompassing some very surprising

causes gives grounds for limited
optimism.
MOD FINANCIAL SUPPORT

As presaged in my last news letter MOD
have made a decision to reduce
financial support to MOD funded
museums by 12% from 1998. In hand
with this reduction MOD have
commissioned a firm of civilian auditors
'Deloitte and Touche' to study MOD
museums and come up with a report to
MOD on their viability and a
recommended future policy on MOD
support. This report is due in
November. Much of this ground has

Captain Bob Peet, the Second-in-

Command, controlled current
operations and co-ordinated the myriad
of  detail. Captain (GCO)
Mahendraparsad Gurung, the

Operations Officer focused on planning
future tasks and, in conjunction ‘with
the Quartermaster, Captain David

Coles, tracked all engineer material.
Working for the Operations Officer

the manning issues required to merge
the Squadrons of our Regiment and was
the resettlement officer for those
departing. He and the Sergeant Major,
WO2 (SSM) Chutrabahadur Shrestha
did an excellent job sustaining morale.
It is a remarkable fact that 40% of
the Squadron would depart on pension,
redundancy or transfer to the Infantry
upon our return. The dedication and

"lr]\’

Artistic Impression brings happiness!

were Lieutenant (QGO) Krishnadhoj
Sahi MBE, as the G5 Liaison Officer,
and the 3 Reconnaissance Sergeants.
They were normally working on tasks
that the troops would execute months
later, as a great deal of careful planning
was required. They successfully
identified projects that would reinforce
peace and repair the war-shattered
infra-structure.

The Gurkha Captain, Captain (QGO)
Buddhikumar Gurung concentrated on
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professionalism of all ranks was
outstanding and it is doubtful that a
British squadron could continue to
achieve so much under these
conditions.

G Troop was commanded by
Captain (QGO) Damar Ghale. Having
completed 'Chiple Gaon', the troop was
committed to a series of camp
improvement tasks. Sections deployed
to improve conditions for Royal Signals
detachments at five hill top locations.



Typically, these were week-long
deployments requiring a range of trade
skills and plenty of improvisation. The
section commanders enjoyed the
independence and challenge; one
section, however, would have preferred
not be marooned for a further 5 days
with few rations when the weather
turned and the helicopter could not
recover them.

The troop worked in two battery

Sanski Most to replace a war-damaged
one. It is a 9 bay Triple Double Extra
Widened Bailey Bridge, but has new
abutments and approaches enabling us
to install level ramps.

The intention is that the bridge will
serve military traffic, but will also be
easy for civilian traffic to use in the long
term.

In accordance with the Theatre
tradition, it is named after a Sapper VC

Home Bridge - 9 Bay TD EWBB

locations at Jezero and Jajce to upgrade
the factory facilities by installing
containerised ablutions, called TCUs, or
Toilet Combination Units.

This seemingly straightforward task
was complicated by having to install the
associated services: generator farm, a
chlorinated water storage and supply
system and a sewage treatment plant.

The troop's final task was the
construction of an MLC 80 crossing at
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Lieutenant Home, a Bengal Sapper and
Miner decorated during the Indian
Mutiny.

H Troop, commanded by Captain
Colin Tomlinson, were withdrawn from
the AMF(L) Winter deployment just as
the vehicles were about to be loaded
aboard the ship, but with men already
in Norway. After a brief training period,
they joined the Squadron on 3 April.
Their first task was preparing the new

regiments, the Gurkha Officers felt
most strongly the loss of the "Royal"
designation, the men who thought
anything perhaps mourned the loss of
the Crown from their buttons and
badges. However, as the implications of
the Royal Warrant came to be
understood so fresh enthusiasm
entered and affected almost every facet
of Regimental life.

The Commanding Officer could,
with justice, describe the signing of the
amendment as the most fundamental
event of 1955 " . . . now our Gurkhas are
enlisted, and QGO's commissioned, into
the Gurkha Engineers . . . it makes us
more of a part of the family of the
Brigade . . . it gives us the chance of
establishing our own individual,
regimental traditions, customs and
spirit . . . the ball is at our feet.

The immediate effects were few, the
recruits at the Depot moved from the
right of the line on the pass off parade
but work could now start on the new
Dress Schedule."

The regimental 'device', previously
recognised for unofficial use was now
standing ready for formal aproval and
submission was made to Whitehall but
there it was nearly two years before
approval was received from the Dress
Committee - "Two kukris in saltire, the
blades upwards and outwards, ensigned

with a grenade and over the pommels, a
scroll inscribed 'Ubique' in gold". In the
meantime approval was anticipated by
the purchase out of regimental funds of
a first issue of badges, in plain white
metal for berets and kilmarnocks, and
in a silver and gold for officers' caps.

From the outset the Engineer in
Chief authorized the continued use of
Royal Engineer badges and insignia,
and the Chief Royal Engineer, General
Sir Edwin Morris, KCB, OBE, MC wrote,
on 28th February 1956 "The Corps of
Royal Engineers . . . to The Gurkha
Engineers . . . the right to use the Corps
colours and to retain in perpetuity such
Royal Engineer devices on their
regimental property . . ."

It took some years for the full and
regular supply of badges, buttons and
other accoutrements to be provided by
Ordnance and RE buttons and shoulder
titles were not completely eliminated
for a number of years.

The final, formal link with the Corps
of Royal Engineers was forged on 31st
January 1958, in Army Order No.l. of
that year, which proclaimed that; "Her
Majesty the Queen has been graciously
pleased to approve the affiliation of The
Gurkha Engineers, the Brigade of
Gurkhas, to the Corps of Royal
Engineers."
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"Queen's Gurkha Sapper"
An Extract

To whet the appetite for the History of
our Regiment, being wrilten by
Brigadier Hank Bowen, the following
extract will be of interest to readers

young and old alike.
-Editor.
The Gurkha Engineers
1955
During 1955 the Regiment was
outwardly absorbed in the new
operational environment and

shouldering its share of the burden of
the Emergency but far greater changes
were afoot. The status of the Regiment
was determined.

Under the terms of the Tripartite
Agreement the Gurkha could only be
enlisted into the Brigade of Gurkhas. 67
and 68 Squadrons, and later RHQ 50
Field Engineer Regiment, were units of
the Royal Engineers.

The men were enlisted into into the
rifle regiments and then permanently
attached to the Royal Engineers. The
men were kept on the regimental rolls
of their parent battalions.

Queens Gurkha Officers were
commissioned into rifle regiments.
Apart from the  administrative
nightmare of trying to maintain records,
this was not a good way to build up and
raaintain esprit de corps, or unit
morale. The problem was not peculiar
to the Gurkha Engineers, it also
affected the Gurkha Signals and the
Gurkha Military Police.

It was necessary to amend the Corps
warrant, either by including the Gurkha
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units within their specialist Corps, or by
forming up the new Gurkha units as
integral units of the Brigade of
Gurkhas.

However, there would remain
problems of precedence and of Royal
titles. Would the sappers continue to be
right of the line, and would they, could
they, remain "Royal", if they became
part of the Brigade of Gurkhas?

The Rifle Regiments were reluctant
to accept the new boys as being senior
to them and were concerned that
should the Corps units be granted a
Royal title this could in time affect their
own chances of gaining a Royal title.

After a great deal of
correspondence, negotiation and
clandestine conversations and lobbying
a compromise was reached.

On 29 September 1955 Army Order
102/1955 was published, in which the
Corps units were to be component
parts of the Brigade of Gurkhas and
setting the precedence within the
Brigade as follows:

2nd King Edward VII's
Own Gurkha Rifles
(The Sirmoor Rifles)
6th Gurkha Rifles

7th Gurkha Rifles

10th Princess Mary's
Own Gurkha Rifles
Gurkha Engineers
Gurkha Signals
Gurkha Military Police

This announcement was greeted with
mixed feelings. That it was announced
with little warning prevented the
Commanding Officer from prepairing
against its impact; the officers resented
the loss of precedence to the rifle

Divisional Héadquarters in Banja Luka;
32 Engineer Regiment constructed the
accommodation.

In order to convert the Metal
Factory's office building, there was
much trade work, for example to
upgrade the electrical distribution
system. Hardstandings and other
facilities also had to be built for the
Divisional Signals Regiment.
Throughout the remainder of the tour,
the Troop concentrated upon

Rewarding work for the people of Bosnia

upgrading facilities in camps. As G
Troop did, they installed TCUs with the
associated services in two camps in
Glamoc and in our own camp in Gornji
Vakuf, where they also conducted
much other winterisation work. They
also reinforced G Troop at Sanski Most.

I Troop, commanded by Captain
Stewart Cook and mounted in Saxon
wheeled armoured personnel carriers,
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had a tour 'in two halves'. For 3 months
they were based at Kupres constructing
a 250 man camp for the RLC General
Support Regiment. Located at an
altitude of 1200 m, this place is bitterly
cold during the Winter and so the camp
was designed to an exacting
specification.

This was the largest task the
Squadron completed and included 63
Accommodation Units, a containerised
kitchen and cold stores, a dining room,
laundry and 12 TCUs; it was served by a
50,000 litre water tank with in-line
chlorination, four 250 kW generators,
and 2 containerised  sewerage
treatment plants; everything was
connected by 250m of raised walkways
with roofs.

The quality of the trade work

attracted much favourable comment
and the Troop gained much satisfaction
from being able to complete a §2
million task according to the Squadron
motto, "Do the job correctly, first time
and safely".
After installing a containerised kitchen
in the Precision Factory, attention
shifted to G5 tasks in the rural areas
around Gornji Vakuf.

Taking advantage of the improved
conditions by mid Summer, we wanted
to improve freedom of movement away
from the main roads. I Troop
completed two tasks in the head waters
of the River Vrbas: the repair of a road
undercut by a river in three places and
an 8m non-equipment bridge.

They finished the tour by
constructing a wooden 40m, 4 span
bridge to replace a similar structure at
the end of its useful life. It was named



'Gurkhali Pul' or 'Gurkha Bridge'.

These tasks were interesting
professionally, as they contained good
engineering challenges and brought the
men into contact with the ordinary
rural population, whose concerns are
not that different from those of farmers
throughout the world, include those
from the Nepalese foothills.

They also made a useful
contribution to repairing the local infra-
structure; the 8 m bridge may not have
been large, but it was important to the
communities who had to move two
tonnes of sheep's cheese to market.

Plant Troop was commanded by
Captain (QGO) Tshering Lama. Having
very experienced Plant Operators and
being equipped with 11 plant machines
and 4 dump trucks, it was a most
capable asset.

At first there was a requirement to
maintain freedom of movement on the
main supply routes by the clearance of
snow, ice and rocks.

Their effort was then focused upon
laying aggregate bases for the various
camp construction tasks, especially at
Kupres. With Spring well established,
route maintenance became possible; in

particular, a 17 km section of Route
Diamond from Gornji Vakuf to Vitez
was graded. Among many other tasks,
they made a significant contribution to
the G5 effort. Much of the civil
reconstruction was funded by the
Overseas Development Agency and one
of their themes was rubbish disposal;
Plant Troop dozed the rubbish tip in
Gornji Vakuf and then constructed an
aggregate access track.

They also cleared insanitary ditches
which was vital for many of the G5
tasks already described. Their final task
was excavating the abutments at Sanski
Most and constructing the access roads.

The climax of the tour was on 2
September, when the Commander of
Multi-National Division (South West),
Major General J Kiszeley MC, opened
both Home Bridge and Gurkhali Pul and
presented IFOR medals to the
Squadron.

It was then time to hand over to the
incoming squadron and return for
leave, for many taken in the UK with
their families or at home in Nepal. So, a
truly remarkable year for the Squadron
ends, with much achieved and only
marred by Phase 5 of the Drawdown.
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they should be co-ordinated by
someone in that theatre, and that there
were QGOs who were also working in
that area who might enjoy more
contact. The Chairman said that the
Committee would follow up these ideas
during the year.

Action: Committee

ITEM 10. NEPAL MATTERS

14. Col Chesshyre brought the meeting
up to date with progress on an affiliated
organisation in Nepal. There was
evident enthusiasm within Nepal for
some  co-ordination of ex-QGE
pensioners; the GM had offered to
follow up various ideas when he returns
to Nepal. The proposal was for three
centres -Pokhara, Kathmandhu, and
Dharan - each would have a retired
QGO as head, a secretary to keep the
nominal role and details of members;
and there would be rules for the
organisation. The GM was planning to
discuss the ideas with other Corps' GMs
and would try to identify suitable
candidates for the posts.

15. The clear feeling of the meeting
was that the Association should help
with the establishment of the Nepal
organisation, and that perhaps
providing computers would be a
suitable contribution.

ITEM 11 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

16. Address list. There is a need for a
reissue of the address list; various ideas
were put forward to reduce the burden
of keeping up to date with the large list
of members and reducing nugatory
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paperwork. It was agreed that the
Secretary would look at ways to
produce a meaningful document; he
would consult the Corps database, and
consider a list of retired officers only, or
perhaps an annotation of the Corps list.
Action: Secretary

17. Col Bill asked for details of the
Perowne Trust to be published in the
Magazine. This was agreed.

Action: Editor

ITEM 12.
VENUE FOR THE 1997 AGM
AND REUNION

18. The President stated that the Staff
College was most unlikely to be
available for 1997 as the changes to a
tri-service Staff College meant that a
considerable building programme had
to be undertaken.

The Chairman suggested that, if
the Association wanted to avoid going
back to Chatham, there were three
options, Sandhurst, Minley, and
Maidstone. Maidstone was a small Mess
and therefore might not be able to host
a full dinner as in the past, however it
might be a good venue for one year so
that members could see the Squadron,
and the property which was there.

He asked Members to bear in mind
the initiative being co-ordinated by Col
Verschoyle, for a reunion in Hong Kong
for 1998 to mark the half-century,
about which a notice would appear in
the Magazine.

Action: Committee

J.N.B. STUART Colonel, Secretary



published in September 1997, a
deadline which required the draft to be
with the printers in January 1997. He
emphasised that the format would
complement Gen Lance's in that its
size, binding, and title 'Queen's Gurkha
Sapper' would be as similar as possible
to the original. It would cost about §25.

Maj Parfect requested that quality
was kept in mind, reflecting the
disappointment which the original
volume's poor quality had generated.
Col Croft agreed to help with the
printing specification; Col Chesshyre
agreed to look into the printing and
marketing aspects based on his
company's experience; Lt Col Wilsher
agreed to look into using his office to
distribute the book.
Actions: Col Croft, Col Chesshyre

Lt Col Wilsher

ITEM 7. THE MAGAZINE

10. The Chairman thanked Lt Col Cook
for his hard work over the past three
years as Editor of the Newsletter/
Magazine, and welcomed Col Vialou
Clark. Col Vialou Clark outlined his
plans to target specific people each
year for articles, aiming at a third a
year.

He required articles by about mid-
November to allow time for the
Magazine to be produced for April
1997. He had identified some potential
savings, the most obvious one would
effect the cover by producing it as a
monochrome photograph rather than
the coloured photograph as for this
year. Col Croft offered to help with the
cover.

Action: Col Croft
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ITEM 8.
GURKHA BRIGADE ASSOCIATION
FUNCTIONS

11. The Secretary gave details of the
forthcoming GBA functions;

a. Field of Remembrance and
Annual Committee Meeting
Thu 7 Nov 96. Col Bill and the
Secretary will attend.

b. Centenary Dinner - Mon 18
Nov 96, The Army and Navy
Club, Pall Mall.

The Association was allowed
6 places which the Chairman
was co-ordinating.

¢. Annual Reunion Lunch and
Remembrance Service - Sat 17
May 97. Details would be sent
with the Magazine.

ITEM 9. COMMITTEE
APPOINTMENTS

12. Col Vialou Clark was proposed by
Brig Bowen, seconded by Lt Col Druitt,
as Editor of the Magazine.

13. The Chairman opened the
discussion on how the work of the
Association should be carried out, he
suggested that the annual dinner
should be co-ordinated by someone
other than the secretary. Maj Treanor
suggested that there should be foci for
particular ages so that members could
be co-ordinated by their own peer
group. The President had met
members who now work in the pacific
rim area and who had suggested that

FAREWELL
Major (QGO) Judbahadur Gurung

Magjor (QGO) Judbahadur Gurung retires
after 28 years service with the Regiment

It is a great privilege to write this
farewell as the Gurkha Major of The
Queen's Gurkha Engineers in this my
final year of my Army career serving
throughout in the Regiment in various
capacity.

I still vividly remember my arrival at
Kluang Station in 1969 and being
greeted by the then Lt (QGO) Sambhu
Sunwar, SSgt Makardhoj Sahi, Cpl
Bhaktabahadur  Gurung, Siriprasad
Gurung and Kulbahadur Rana.

We were then known as the 20
Training Party and were a mixture of 12
"Boys", 7 hill recruits and 6 BACS
(British Army Children School).

The training at Kluang was a huge
contrast to Sungei Patani as it was a
change from a totally infantry geared
training to the Combat Engineering
skills. The Sherbahadur Raft and the
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Bowen Bunker remain vividly etched in
my memory and it was sometime before
I found out why the watermanship pool
in Kluang was known as Rochester.
The move to Hong Kong in 1970 on

Sir Galahad was another great landmark
in the Regiment's history but 70
Training Squadron remained in
Singapore until the following year to
carry out the trade training.

Thus Hong Kong became the
Regiment's home at Perowne Barracks
(68 Squadron) and Bowring Camp
(formerly known as Far East Farm
Camp (67 Squadron). Thus when I
moved to UK as the one man RHQ QGE
on 21 December 1994, it was a very
poignant moment for me to straddle the
three eras of the Regiment's past.

The 50 Training Regiment is about
to start its Combat Engineering training
at Minley in February 1997 and I am
proud to say that the Regiment is going
from strength to strength. The training
in UK is now firmly established and our
men are now fully adjusted to the new
environment .

The redundancy has taken its toll
and the end of Phase 5 in February
1997 will see the newly formed 69
Squadron as the only Squadron
remaining. 69 Squadron being the most
junior Squadron has been hit with
disbandment in the past. This now
illustrates that you could be a junior in
intake but can rise in rank on merit in
promotion and courses. Gone are the
days of "I am more senior . .. "!

Integration of the Regiment with 36
Engineer Regiment has been greatly
helped by the past and present
Commanding Officers of 36 Engineer
Regiment (doubling as Commandant
QGE) Colonel D R Burns OBE RE and
Lieutenant Colonel R C Hendicott MBE
RE. Without their support, the
Regiment could not have progressed as



it has now. The Regiment is proud of its
ERE appointment with Capt (QGO)
Hombahadur Limbu as the Garrison
Engineer (Electrical), WO2 Nirbahadur
Rana as the Military Plant Foreman and
SSgt Narayanbahadur Gurung as the
Clerk of Works (Mechanical) (with
effect from April 1998) at 39 Engineer
Regiment at Waterbeach and WO2
Bhalabahadur Rai and SSgt
Chandrasing Gurung at Military Works
Force at Chilwell.

Others are following. Notably, WO2
Nirbahadur Rai became the first Gurkha
within the Brigade of Gurkhas to
complete a 6 months Northern Ireland
tour. A Sapper now moves rapidly from
the Infantry Training to Combat
Engineer to trade courses and then
onto his first Nepal Leave.

He comes to QGE with a minimum
education qualification of SLP2 and
hence does not need to attend extra
education courses like the Pre-UK/
Beaconsfield as in the past. As the
GEPC and GEPC(A) is being replaced
by EFP1 and EFP2, it also sees the
Regiment being more and more aligned
to the British Army as a whole.

When changes occur, there is also
the question of can Gurkhas adapt. My
belief is that Gurkhas have been
adapting since day 1, with everything
that has come in their direction and
hence I have every confidence they will
do so in the future.

Operation RESOLUTE in Bosnia has
proven that Gurkha wil blend in
whenever necessary.

What is needed is strong leadership and
high morale and even those on
redundancy and pension will perform
their duty beyond that expected of
them as was the case in Bosnia.

My belief is to know your past, live
in the present and move with the
future. Most importantly, I support the
Colonel Commandant, Brigade of
Gurkhas belief of "Who we are" and
"where we come from" and the special
ethos that we bring to the British Army.
Belief in these special messages can
bring probably more cohesion and
progress for the Brigade of Gurkhas.

The Terms and Conditions of
Service (TACOS) for the Brigade will
arrive in the near future and all
interests are being addressed. My
message is to be more patient.

The Queen's Gurkha Engineers has
been my and my family's home for the
last 27 years. It has been everything
that I would have wished for.

I have every confidence that the
Regiment will carry on the tradition of
the Gurkhas and the Gurkha Sappers
and I hope to see you somewhere in the
future. I do recollect the words of Lt
Col PGCP Druitt who remarked to me
in Cyprus on my UNFICYP duties by
saying "Never did I imagine that [ would
see a Gurkha Officer in a Mess Kit on a
UN function in Cyprus giving me lift in
a UN vehicle". You never know in life!

Finally, I would like to wish
everyone (past and present members of
the Regiment) the best of health and
good luck for the future.

JAI QGE!

Treanor suggested that the Squadron’s
contribution would mneed to be
reconsidered now that NAAFI had cut
their unit subsidies. Maj Parfect
suggested that the Treasurer produced
a long term projection for the
Association's budget so that the current
satisfactory financial state was not
eroded.

Action: Committee

ITEM 4. MEMBERSHIP

6. The Chairman gave details of the
membership trawl undertaken since the
last meeting:

a. Full Members.
Of the 327 members listed there
were 153 returns - 10 did not
wish to remain members.

b. Associate Members.
Of the 49 members listed there
were 20 returns - 3 did not wish
to become full members.
The Committee would now
analyse the list of those who had
not responded, and follow up all
those who could be contacted.

The Chairman outlined the arguments
contained in letters from two members
who disagreed with the policy of
inviting people to have their names
removed from the mailing list. He
asked for confirmation that this was
what was wanted. It was agreed
unanimously.

Brig Bowen suggested that a notice
be sent out in the Pickaxe and other
Corps' publications to this effect.

Action: Secretary
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7. The Secretary introduced the draft
QGEA rules, revised to reflect the
proposed changes in membership. It
was agreed that the draft should be
circulated to all members for their
comment in accordance with Rule 12:
this would be done with the Magazine.
Action: Secretary

ITEM 5. THE REGIMENTAL
TRUST

8. The Chairmen explained that the
previous scheme, outlined at the last
AGM, whereby the Corps had stipulated
that any donor who wanted his gift
returned should register that wish with
the Trustees before 1 Apr 96, had
proved unworkable. There would now
be a delay until the property was all in
Maidstone, valued , and sorted. Once
that had been achieved the plan was for
all items of value less than £100 should
be given to 36 Engr Regt; the
remainder would be bequeathed to the
Corps but would remain with 69 Sqn.
There might be cases where donors
particularly wanted their items lent
back to them. Each case would be
considered on its merits. Brig Bowen
asked whether the portrait of Capt
Buddhibahadur was progressing; the
Chairman stated that it had been
started.

ITEM 6. THE REGIMENTAL
HISTORY

9. Brig Bowen outlined the work to
date - his report is attached to the
minutes - and emphasised the need for
help on drafts, maps, and sketches
being given on time when requested.
The aim was for the book to be



MINUTES OF THE
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
OF THE QUEEN'S
GURKHA ENGINEERS'
ASSOCIATION

HELD AT THE STAFF COLLEGE,
CAMBERLEY
ON FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 1996

Present:

Major General A D Pigott
President & Colonel of the Regiment
Brigadier J H Edwards Chairman
Colonel H E Vialou Clark
Magazine Editor
Colonel W J Chesshyre
Nepal Affairs Member
Lieutenant Colonel R F Wilsher
Treasurer
Major T L'V Treanor OC 69 Squadron
Nine Members of the Association
Colonel J N B Stuart Secretary

ITEM 1.
OPENING REMARKS BY THE
COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT

1. The President opened the meeting
by recording how he had attended the
Disbandment Parade of 67 Gurkha
Independent Field Squadron. He stated
that the parade had been very well
attended by previous members of the
Regiment, including Cpl D Mayhew who
had been serving at the formation of
the Squadron. Many members who
were working in the Far East had
attended and had sent their good
wishes. The Parade, and associated
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events, had been of the highest
standard, and had therefore been
occasions to be proud of.

ITEM 2.
PREVIOUS MINUTES AND
MATTERS ARISING

2. The Minutes of the previous AGM
were passed as a true record:

a. Proposed: Col Worthington

b. Seconded: Col Bill.
Matters arising were to be dealt with
during other Agenda items.

ITEM 3. ACCOUNTS AND BUDGET

3. The Treasurer presented the
Account, and the results of the Audit
carried out in Aug 96: (the AFN 1514
was attached.) He explained that there
was no requirement for a fund of this
size to have a GPF book, and that the
analysis in the AFN 1514 covered all of
the GPF entries. He further explained
that, in line with Corps' funds, the
management of Association
investments was now with Schroders;
he outlined the work that the change
from Cazenove had entailed. He was in
the process of streamlining the Bank
accounts; the Association did not have
much day to day business and therefore
he was planning to close the Lloyds
account and use the CAFCASH account
for transactions.

4. The Treasurer presented the
Budget for 1997; (this was attached).

5 The Chairman thanked the
Treasurer for his hard work,
mentioning that Lt Col Wilsher was now
the Corps Treasurer as well. Maj

SENIOR SERVING
OFFICERS OF THE
REGIMENT

Brig HH Kerr OBE, BSc(Eng),
For retirement
Brig JA Thorp CBE, MA,
Comd 15 Inf Bde
Col JDC Anderson BSc(Eng),
psc(n) - Col(W) ES 21, HQ QMG
Col JG Baker MBE, BSc(Eng),
psc, Q - COS RMCS
Col DR Bill BSc(Eng)
psc - Col ASD 1 DASD
Col CW Haskell BSc, psc, aic - ACOS
Sp Div HQ PSC (North)
Col DR Burns OBE, BSc(Eng),
psc - DCOS HQ 1(UK) Armd Div
Col JR Durance BSc(Eng), I,
psc, - Col Engr Ops HQ LAND
Col GC Kershaw BSc(Eng),
Dip EM, CEng, MICE, C, sq(w)
- DACOS G4 (Estates) HQ LAND
Col MD Reynolds BSc(Eng),
CEng, Eurlng, MICE, FIPlantE, C,
sq - Comd MWF
Col PA Wall OBE, MA,I, psc
Col (W) PM Tracer DGLS
Lt Col IM Caws BSc(Eng)(H), CEng, MICE,
I, C, Q, psc - CO 25 Engr Regt
Lt Col PGCP Druitt sq - For retirement
Lt Col AD Harking BSc(Eng),
psc - CO 21 Engr Regt
Lt Col MAC Hughes BSc(Eng),
psc - CO 39 Engr Regt
Lt Col LSI Inge - QM 3 RSME Regt
Lt Col RJ Little BSc(Eng), sq - SO1 Plans &
Policy Ops Div, HQ North
Lt Col AWHH MacLeod BSc(Eng),
psc - SO1 MCMD APC
Lt Col J A Ris BSc(Eng),
psc - SO2 MS (CR)
Lt Col AS Tuggey BSc(Eng),
osc (MAL), sq - SO1 Ch G4 Qtg HQ NI
Lt Col GJ Whitty MBE sq - SO1 HQ LAND
Lt Col JF Wheeley MBE, psc - SO1 G4
(Infrastructure) HQ 1 (UK) Armd Div
Lt Col AP Burnside BSc(Eng), CEng, MICE, -
SO1 HQ AFCENT
Col PAH Poole BSc, psc - SO1 (W)
LSOR5 ACDS OR(LLAND)
Lt Col A M Mills, BSc(Eng),
psc - SO1 Media Ops HQ ARRC

OFFICERS OF THE REGIMENT
Lt Col R C Hendicott MBE, MA, psc - Comdt
Maj AC Sheppard - OC 67 Gurkha Indep
Fd Sqn QGE
Maj TLV Treanor MA, psc - OC 69
Gurkha Fd Sqn QGE
Capt RJ Orr BEng (Hons) - 2IC 67 Sqn
Capt RJ Peet BEng (Hons) - 2IC 69 Sqn
Capt LR Thomas BEng (Hons) - QM 67 Sqn
Capt DJ Coles - QM 69 Sgn
Capt JER Fernandes BA (Hons) -
Ops Offr 67 San
Capt S W Cook BEng (Hons) -
Tp Comd 69 Sgn
Capt DF Pierce BSc(Hons) - Adjt QGE
Capt CR Tomlinson BSc (Hons) -
Tp Comd 69 Sqn
Lt AC Clee BSc (Hons) - Tp Comd 67 Sqn
Lt K Fitzpatrick BSc (Hons) - Tp Comd
67 Sqn
Lt PE Smyth BEng (Hons) - Tp Comd
67 Sqn N

GURKHA

COMMISSIONED OFFICERS

Capt(GCO) Mahendraprasad Gurung
Ops Offr 69 Sqn

QUEEN'S GURKHA OFFICERS

Maj (QGO) Judbahadur Gurung -Gurkha Major
Maj(QGO) Haribahadur Thapa - GM Pokhara
Capt(QGO) Budhikumar Gurung MVO -

GCapt 69 Sqn
Capt(QGO) Mohankumar Gurung -

GCapt 67 Sqn
Capt(QGO) Hombahadur Limbu - Mil

Wks Force Chilwell
Capt(QGO) Tshering Lama - Tp Comd 69 Sgn
Capt(QGO) Hombahadur Rana -

Trg Offr/Resettlement Offr 67 Sqn
Capt(QGO) Damar Ghale - Tp Comd 69 Sqn
Capt(QGO) Tirthaman Gurung -

GQM/UFO 67 Sgn
Lt(QGO) Krishnadhoj Sahi MBE - Tp

QGO 69 Sgn
Lt(QGO) Dilprasad Limbu - Tp

Comd 67 Sgn
Lt(QGO) Dalbahadur Limbu - Tp

QGO 67 Sgn
Lt(QGO) Chitrabahadur Gurung -Tp

Comd 57 Trg Sqn RE



Capt (QGO) Damar Ghale in joyful mood after
receiving the Durand Medal from Colonel of the
Regiment, Major General A D Pigott CBE.
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