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EDITORIAL

Thank you to all of you who have contributed to this edition of the
Newslettere I have again included all articles received except for

some from Hong Kong included in previous Newslettersj  For perhaps
the first time since the Newsletter began the items from Hong Kong

arrived before a single reminder had been sent! Someone over there

was almost extraordinarily efficient.

, :
This will be my last Newsletter as I am off to Staff College in October.
Lieutenant Colonel Ian Slater has bravely agreed to take over as

Editor of the Newsletter for the September issune onwards, On his
behalf I would again ask all QUE/Associate Members who have not been

in touch recently to drop him a line or telephone:

Lieutenant Colonel Ian Slater
29 Pynchon Paddocks

Little Hallingbury

Bishops Stortford
Hertfordshire

Tel: 0279 = 724529 Home

I was delighted to receive a letter from John Edwards in Australia and
a telephone call from Maj P A T Barnes which alas, was the only response
to my previous appeal for news from ex-QGE members. ’

Please note the diary of future events, in particular the Minley Dinner
on 14 May 82 and the QGEA Dashera Party on 30 October 82, 'Teapwoff!
application slips for both events are in this Newsletter,

In addition to a change of Editor, the Secretary of the QGEA is about
to change as Major Philip Cook disappears off to Americas On behalf of
the QGEA I must thank Philip for his tremedous efforts as Secretary.
The Secretary's post involves a great deal of hard and, I am sure,
tedious works Philip has done a great deal for the QGEA and with great
enthusiasm,

I expect he will be able to contribute to the Newsletter from Americal

The new secretary who is of course a keen volunteer handpicked from tihe
cast of thousands who applied is:

Major Dermot Stack
HQ RSME

Brompton Barracks
Chatham

Kent MB4 A4UG

John Pinel
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After the exciting start to the year, which included the reformation of

69 Squadron and its despatch to UK, the second half of the year has been a
period of consolidation. A start has been made in turning the enormous
number of our very young soldiers into useful, trained and professional
members of the Regiment, When I tell you that 52% of the Regiment have

3 years service or less, the extent of the challange becomes apparent.

As the Regiment bent to this task, it was a marvellous tonic to be able to
welcome The Colonel of the Regiment and Lady Cunningham for what was

sadly their farewell visite

General Sir Hugh and Lady Cunningham visited us in the first week of
Novembero, The programme included a large cocktail party and beating of
retreat to enable them to meet as many as possible of our many friends in
Hong Konge We also had quite excellent evenings in both the Gurkha
Officers and Gurkha Sergeants Messes, a day at the races and a somewhat
wet and windy junk trip to Lantau. In between times, the programme was
designed to allow Ceneral and Lady Cunningham to meet a wide cross section
of the Regiment at work, and to see as much as possible of our current
activitiess Their programme ended with a Regimental hollow square parade,
when appropriate presentations and speech were made, This was followed by
farewell drinks in the Gurkha Officers Mess and the traditional farewell
garlanding, We are most grateful for all that General and Lady Cunningham
have done for the Regiment during the past five years and we wish them
both the very best for the future.

In 12 November Lieutenant~Gemeral Sir Hugh Cunningham handed over as
Colonel of The Regiment to General Sir George Coopers This event was
marked at the Headquarter Mess at Chatham by a Dimmer held on 4th December.
We would like to welcome most warmly General Cooper as our Colonel and ’
we look forward to a visit by him and Lady Cooper later in the yeare.

This period saw the completion of the formation of 69 Squadron. The need
for 50% more tradesmen than hitherto has caused a large expansion of our
trade training effort in Hong Konge. At the present time the lucky training
officer commands considerably more men than either of the two Field

Squadron Commanders. We are also sending as many men as possible on trade
courses in UK, In order to cover our short term trade needs we are in the
fortunate position to be able to offer extended service to any unaccompanied
Corporals or below who reaches the 15 years points We have calculated

that even with maximum effort it will take 4 to 5 years before we are fully
up to strength with tradesmen and have no man over—due pension.

69 Squadron have got offto a splendid start in UK, We managed to slip

the Pipes and Drums back to England in the middle of July and this added
considerable colour to a march through Gillingham by the Squadron on the

1st Septembers I was able to return to UK under the excuse of the Engineer—~
in-Chief's conference to visit them in early November, and I found them

all in great heart and raring to go after a considerable period of combat Enginecr
training, undertaken with much kind assistance from the Royal School of

Military Engineering.



P am—

The rebuild of accommodation for 68 Sguadron on the hill above Perowne
Camp is going ahead fast amd the builders are well into Perowne Barracks
as welle We already have 16 magnificient new QGOs quarters, the best

that I have ever seen anywhere, The Gurkha Children's School is in the
middle of a major extensione The old NAAFI block has been completely
rebuilt and will also serve as a temporary cookhouse while the present

one undergoes a major alterations We are the proud possessors of a new 30
meter indoor range and most of the roads of Perowne camp have been

dug=up for the installation of gas, water and electricitye. Colonel

Bill Kray, the project officer for the rebuild,does however reassure me
that all will return to normal by the end of the year. Up on the hill,
the Gurkha Sergeants Mess will be complete by April at which time the

old Mess in Bowring Camp will close, Down in the MT area, the extension
to allow all the Regimental MT to operate from one place will be

complete by Mays One sad feature of the rebuild is that the old building
at Cafeteria Camp which many of you will know as the Flower Factory

is soon to be demolisheds On present plans 68 Squadron will be able to
move from Bowring Camp to their new accommodation in early 1983, Bowring
Camp will then be returned to the Hong Kong Govermment who need the land
to accommodate the expansion of Tuen Mun, better known to many of you

as Castle Peak, which is due to have a population of half a million by
1986 Bowring Camp is now a lovely place with trees and shrubs everywhere
and we are trying to persuade the Castle Peak authorities to use the

area for rest and recreation and not to build skyscrapers all over the camp
arecaée

Defence economies have reduced the number of visitors during autumn of
this yeare We were however most pleased to welcome the Director of
Military Survey Major General E W Barton and the Director of Engineer
Services Brigadier Nigel Sturt who came out on the same aeroplane at the
end of Novembere In July we had an entertaining visit from Colomnel

J P Cross, and Nick Tomlinson appeared from Nepal to join us for a week
at the beginning of September. At the beginning of December we had a
formal visit from the Commander British Forces and Major General Brigade
of Gurkhas Major Gemeral J L Chapple who undertook our annual inspections
The day started with his arrival by helicopter at the highest point of
the March and Shoot course near Gallipoli Camp, He watched the last

four troops complete the course and was then kind enough to present the
prizess From there we flew by helicopter to Perowne Barracks where after
a short presentation and the current work of the Regiment, General Chapple
toured both the camp and the rebuilds A visit to Boat Troop included a
somewhat exciting ride in a Sea Rider driven by the Training Officer.
This did not prevent him from enjoying an excellent curry in the British
Officers Mess before his visit to 68 Squadron at Bowring Camp in

the afternoon., The day finished at Support Squadron who were able to
show the General how they operatee At present a tour round the production
workshop is a most interesting experience as Captain Mike Shand
demonstrates how such things as Regimental signs, airportable OPs and
assault boat safety modifications are manufactured.

The Durand Medal was won this year by SSgt Haribahadur Thapa, the rumnner-up
being SSgt Dilkumar Limbue SSgt Haribahadur hed a quite outstanding tour
in the Field Engineer Wing of the Royal School of Military Engineering.

He impressed all with whom he came into contact and proved a most excellent
ambassador for the Regiment.



Our manning deficit is being filled relatively quickly by the advent
of a number of recruit parties.s 33 Training Party passed out on
21st July and we were fortunate enough to have the Commander Gurkha
Field Force, Brigadier Jan Christie, to take the parades 34 Training
Party arrived on the 26th October and are due to pass out at the end
of March, by which time 35 Training Party will be half way through
their course,

The shooting team under the leadership of Captain (QG0) Ekbahadur
Curung did well at Bisley this year coming 9the. Qualification for
Bisley is getting more difficult as the years go on and travel money
gets tighters This coming year with the advent of 2/7 GR we are
faced with having to beat a Gurkha Battalion in Hong Kong in order

to qualify, We will do our best, but the rules here require large
teams and our menning situation is such that we will be most lucky to

get throughe

Dashera followed its normal pattern with Squadron and Mess parties
in abundance, Kalaratri was a marvellous evening with the standard
of entertainment higher than ever. The only change of significance
from former years is that senior officers and other guests no longer
race round the colony attending four or five different Kalaratris

in one evening, but instead go to ome onlyes This allows us to
entertain them properly as we would like and is a far better system.

Brigade Week was held in the third week of Novembere Ome new feature
was a gathering or 'Durbar! which was held for the first time at
Gallipoli Campe Each unit produced a drinks party for all its
friends followed by an excellent bhates The assembly then gathered
in a central position where each unit in turn put on a dance or

joker sketch or some other form of entertainment, You will be

glad to hear that by common acclaims, star billing was accorded o
our own joker sketch, that well known imitation of the Pipes and
Drums led by those old stalwarts SSgt Dilkumar Limbu, Lepl Khagu Mall
and Lopl Jayendrabikram Garunge This sketch has been worked up for
some years and is certainly quite the funniest that I have ever seen
since joining the Regiment.

In July we said good bye to Andrew Smith who went to Zimbabwe for his
final six months in the Army, before leaving to farm his estates.
Andrew was a most successful training officer coping manfully with
the large number of recruits that we received during the last yeare
He will be badly missed within the Regiment., Mark Hughes has stepped
into his shoese We also said good bye to Ray and Joy Pye. Ray will
be remembered for many a year for his ahility to organise a party in
the grand manner, We welcome Brian and Pat Gallagher in their

placees August saw the departure to civilian life and merchant banking
of Digby Armstrong, our Intelligence Officer. We also said Au Revoir
to Hamish Macleod on posting to BAOR, In their place we welcome’

Jan Caws and Tony Harkings September saw the departure of John
Charlesworth to 69 Squadron, He was shortly followed by Peter and
Sally Watson, Peter going as Adjutant 12 RSME Regimenis Peter will



be remembered for his exploits on the rugger field and Sally for her
most talented organisation of the wives clube Also in September we
were delighted to welcome back Graham Price as Second-in-Command

of 67 Squadrons In October we welcomed James and Nicky Hignett,

James to take Digby Armstrong's place as 10, Tony and Rosana Burnside
left us at the end of November to go to 22 Engineer Regiment and

Mike Law followed to go to 69 Squadron at the end of the year. In
December we welcomed Graham and Sheila CGibbs, Garth and Ulla Whitty
and Robin Edwards,

News from the QGOs Mess is headed by the award of the rank of Honmorary
Captain to Hon Lt Bhimbahadur Gurung, Gurkha Major of the Regiment from
1975 to 1978, now serving with the Singapore Police. This is quite
excellent news and a great honour both for Capt Bhimbahadur Gurung and
for the Regiment, At the beginning of December we said farewell to our
Gurkha Major, Major (QGO) Bhimbahedur Gharti, who retires on pension

as a Honorary Lieutenant., Bhimbahadur Gharti has had a fine career with
the Regiment and we wish both him and his wife the very best of good
fortune in their retirements The new Gurkha Major, Major (QGO)
Ichhabahadur Rai is now firmly installed in his place. In November we
also said good bye to Captain (QG0) Ekbahadur Gurung who retired on
pension, Ekbahadur saheb will be well known to many officers. both past
and present as he has frequently led the shooting team at Bisley, ‘with
considerably success. We wish him and his family every success in
their retirement.

The year ended, as it began, with a magnificient New Years Eve party
in the British Officer's Mess, We now stamd ready to meet the challenges
of 1983, The Regiment ie in very good heart.



OFFICERS AND WARRANT OFFICERS

SERVING WITH THE RECIMENT AS AT 1 JAN 82

RHQ
Comit
2IC
Adjt
10

Trg Offr

QM

Pmr

Project Liaison Offr
Ed Offr

GM

HC

Gurkha Qﬂ

Asst Trg Offr

Gurkha Fam Offr
Boat Tp QGO

61 Sqn
ocC

2IC

A Tp Comi

B Tp Comd

C Tp Comd
Gurkha Capt

A Tp QGO

B Tp QGO

Lt Col
Maj .
Capt
Capt

Capt
Capt

Maj(QM)
Capt(QM)

Capt

Lt Col (QM)
Capt
Maj(QG0)

L+(QG0)

Capt(QCO)
Capt(QGO)

L+(QG0)

Lt(Qa0)

Capt
Lt
Lt
Capt

Capt(QC0)

Capt(QG0)

P J Worthington RE

P Reedman RE

I P McEvoy RE

J J Hignett RE

M A C Hughes RE
P J Gilbvert RE (des Apr 82)

L F T Wilson RE
R A Festoraszzi RE (des Mar 82)

M R Evans RAPC

W Kray RE

W D Wilkie RAEC

Ichhabahadur

Lekpatshering

Kusalsing
Tekansing

Budhiparsad

Dambermansing

J ARis RE

Rai BEM

Bhotia

Gurung
Gurung (des Feb 82)

Gurung

Gurung

G J F Price RE

M Peart RE

G K Gibbs RE

S P Ward RE

Jamansing

Manbahadur

Rai

Pun



67 Sqn (contd)

C Tp QGO
MT/Plant Offr
Language Course
68 San

oc

21IC

D Tp Comd
E Tp Comd
F Tp Comd
Gurkha Capt
D Tp QGO

E Tp QGO

F Tp QGO
MT/Plant Offr
69 San
0C

_2IC

QM

G Tp Comd

H Tp Coml

I Tp Comd
Sp Tp Comd
Gurkha Capt
G Tp QGO

H Tp QGO

I Tp QGO

MTO/ Sp Tp QGO

Capt(QG0)

Lt

Maj

Capt
Capt

Lt

Lt

Capt
Capt(QG0)

Lt(Qco)

Capt(QG0)
Lt(QG0)

Me.j
Capt
Capt (QM)

Capt
Lt

2Lt
Capt

Capt(QGO0)

Lt(Qeo)

Lt(Qa0)
Lt(Qco)
Capt(QGO)

-8 -

Jogindrasing

A D Harking RE

A S Tuggey RE

N B Standbridge

Gurung

RE

D R Bill RE (des Mar 82)

I M Caws RE

R J Edwards RE
N D Goodall RE
Sambahadur
Kharkabahadur
Kharkajang

Ramlal

J E BAKER RE
P A H Poole RE
R V Morris RE

J R Durance RE
J Charlesworth

M C Law RE

J B Olley RE
Sunar
Bhaktabahadur
Surjabahadur
Hukumra, j
Lokbahadur

Rana

Limbu

Gurung

Pun

( D R BILL RE des

Sep &2)

Gurung ¥V0 BEM
Gurung
Thapa
Thapa

Gurung



Sp Sgn
ocC

2IC

Wksp Tp Comd

Res Tp Comd

Des Team Comd

Gurkha Capt

ERE

HC D A Kathmandu
Admin Offr BGTC Kathmandu
CI Clerical Wing TDBG
Asst Ed Offr 28 AEC
RSM BGTC Kathmandu
W01/DC1/Bldg

HC BGTC Kathmandu
QGOs_on Long Leave
Asst Trg Offr (des)
Tp QGO 69 Sgn
Gurkha QM

Gurkha WOs

RSM

SSM 67 Sqn

SSM 68 Sqn

SSM 69 Sqn

SSM Sp Sqgn

ORQMS

RQMS

Capt

CaptéE&MO)
Capt(B&MO)

Capt(QM)

Ca.p-béGE)
Capt(GE)

Capt(QC0)

Capt(QG0)
Capt(QG0)
Capt(QC0)
Capt(QCO)
Wol
WOl

Wo2

Capt(QC0)
Lt(Qe0)

L+(Qa0)

Wol
SSGT
Wo2
Wo2

Wo2

Wo2

M D Reynolds RE

G J Whitty RE

M J Shand RE

M J T Hodson RE (des Feb 82)

B B Gallagher HE

A P Sowerby RE
S R Collett RE MBE (des May 82)

Makardhoj

James
Indrakamal
Balkrishna
Manikumar
Chandrabahadur
Kumbahadur

Lakshmiparsad

Tekansing
Milanchandra

Jahansing

Padambahadur
Kharkabahadur
Birkhabahadur
Birbahadur
Mehersing

Motiram

Sahi

Bhujel
Tamang
Pradhan
Pradhan
Gurung BEM
Gurung

Chhetri

Gurung

Gurung

Gurung
Gurung
Limbu
Limbu

Gurung

Gurung



Gurkha WOs (contd)
SQMS 68 Saqn

SQMS Sp San

QMSI Trg Wing
Acting Tp QGO 68 Sqn

Drum Najor

W02
Wo2
W02
Wo2.

Wo2

Ranbahadur Burathoki
Uparxdm};ahadur Gurung
Chitrabahadur Thapa
Durgaprasad Gurung

Uttambahadur  Thapa



BRITISH WOs AND SNCOs WITH THE REGIMENT
AS AT 1 JAN 82

RQMS Wo2 HL Turner RE RHQ
Cbt Engr QMSI woz FJ Garnett RE RHQ

C of W (C) SSGT RF Champion RE Sp Sqn
C of W (C) Wo2 B Owens RE Sp San
C of W (M) Wo2 DA Preece RE Sp Sqn
MPR Wo2 N A Jordan RE Sp San
Stmm Tech W02 MJ Cotton RE Sp San
POM SGT Davey RE Sp Sgn
Des Dtmm SGT G R Hazelgrove RE Sp San
Clk Div 2 (RAPC) Wo2 N F Stewart RAPC RHQ
Clk Div 2 (RAPC) SGT E A Siddons RAPC RHQ
Art Veh W02 N Macinnes REME RHQ
Armourer REME SGT J Slade HEME RHQ
VMB SSGT BJ Lee REME Sp San
SQMS RHRQ SSGT S Parkin RE RHQ
Boat Tp FIR SGT LP Veale RE RHQ

)0/ CPL P D L McWilliem REME Sp San
69 Sqn BORs

SQNS SSGT C A Rennie RE 69 San
Art Veh SSGT KA Lane REME 69 Sqn
Pay SGT sSaT KP Warner RAPC 69 Sqn
FTR SGT SaT M A Falconer RE 69 Sqn
VM SGT SGT B Meakin REME 69 Sqn
FTR CPL CPL DJ Hopgood RE 69 Sagn
VM CPL CPL EJ Tereszczyn REME 69 Sgn
RAOC Tech Clk CPL KT Dagnall RAOC 69 Sqn



GURKHAS ON UK COURSE

1281(82
No Rank Name Courses Date
21162796 Spr Krishnakumar Rai UK English 21 Apr 81 - 3 Jul 81
Bricklayer 0-2 T Sep 81 -~21 May 82
21161751 Spr Kulprasad Limbu UK English 21 Apr 81 -~ 3 Jul 81
Plumber Pipe 0-2 6 Jul 81 - 5 Mar 82
21162586 Spr  Topbahadur Bura 3 UK English 21 Apr 81 - 3 Jul 81
21162789 Spr Dilparsad Limbu ) Elec 0=2 21 Sep 81 =18 Jun 82
21161458 Lepl Yakub Limbu Ftr RE 0=2 27 Apr 81 =30 Apr 82
21159607 Cpl  Padamkumar Rai Ftr RE 2-1 7 Sep 81 -19 Mar 82
21160287 Lepl Navin Rei i
21162598 Spr Puran Gurung g Elec 0=2 21 Sep 81 =18 Jun 82
21162128 Spr Chitrabshadur Gurung )
21160286 Lepl  Ramparsad Rai ; Bricklayer 2=1 19 Oct 81 =19 Mar 82
21160844 Lepl  Kulbahadur Gurung
21159089 Lcpl Chandrakumar Rai Dvr RE Bl 10 Nov 81 =18 Dec 81
Dvr Spec RE 2 4 Jan 82 = 5 Feb 82
21158040 Lcpl  Dhanbehadur Gurung P&D 2=l 23 Nov 81 - 2 Apr 82
21160852 Lepl Lalitbahadur Limbu Elec 2=1 16 Nov 81 - 2 Apr 82
21159662 Lopl Uday Subba Dtm 2-1 10 May 82 - 1 Oct 82
21162817 Spr  Arunkumar Rai g UK English 10 Aug 81 =23 Oct 81
21162131 Spr Gambahadur Gurung ) Ftr RE 0-2 5 Oct 81 - 8 Oct 82
21161166 Lcpl Lalitchandra  Rai UK English 10 Aug 81 =23 Oct 81
Bricklayer O-=2 26 Oct 81 - 9 Jul 82
21162596 Spr Chutrabahadur Thapa UK English 10 Aug 81 =23 Qct 81
21162262 Spr Shivakumar Limbu § POM 0=2 25 Jan 82 ~ 2 Jul 82
21162134 Spr Jagatparsad Gurung FMr RE 0-=2 NYK
21161749 Spr  Uttamraj Rai UK English 28 Sep 91 -11 Dec 81
21162804 Spr Kajiman Rai Pom Q=2 25 Jan 82 = 2 Jul 82



No Rank Name Courses Date
21159099 Cpl Hombahadur Limbu C of W Elect 3 Nov 81 - 1 Jul 83
21162102 Spr Ballkumar Rai UK English 11 Jan 82 =26 Mar 82

Ftr 0=2 26 Apr 82 =29 Apr 83
21161742 Spr Deepakkumar Gurung Elec
21161161 Spr Ranbahadur  Rai ) UK English 11 Jan 82 =26 May 82
) POM 19 Apr 82 - 8 Oct 83
21163655 Spr Dalbahadur  Thapa ) UK English 19 Apr 82 — 2 Jul 82
21163675 Spr Yagyabahadur Rana Elec 0-2 4 Oct 82 =1 Jul 83
21163661 Spr Megbahadur Gurung UK Bnglish 19 Apr 82 - 1 Jul 83
Svy Engr 6 Oct 82 =11 Jul 83
HK/
18264477 Lepl Leung Ping Kuen Res Spec 0=2 11 Jan 82 =19 Feb 82
21161754 Lopl  Dalbshadur  Limbu ) Ditmn 0-2 27 May 81 = T Apr 82
21161747 Spr Kaligram Rai ;

-13 -



SAPPERS TAKE TIME OFF FOR RETRAINING
M

The motto on our cap badge "™ubique" meaning "everywhere" has been truly
Justified in every sense since moving %o Hong Kong from Kluange Because
that is exactly what the Sappers have done in the past twelve years -
been everywhered We have been involved in numerous projects around the
colony and overseas, i.ee building an improvised bridge in Solomon
Island; @& suspension bridge in Fiji; comstruction of huts in Brunei
and so forths An especially in the last two or three years, due to the
influx of the IIs from China, we have been heavily overburdened with
Jobs like building Tolo, forming and operating a boat troop, anmd erecting
a never emding fence along the border., There has been virtually no time
for combat engineering at all,

We, the QGB, are the only permanent field sapper unit 'East of Suez'! -
supporting the Gurkha M Forcees In an event of a military operation the

QGE would be the only sappers aveilable to taockle the sapper tasks, And

if we didn't prepare ourselves for our primary role (as combat engineers)

we would be caught with our pants downe We must be fully conversant with
our combat engineering at all times, so that a troop is able to build a

30 mitr long MGB in under three hours or lay a tactical minefield in four
hours or perhaps erect a brigade water pointe Without continuation training
this would not be achieved,

In view of this the Commandant Lt Col P J Worthington ordered 67 Sqm

to organise an eight week intensive retraining period. This responsibility
was rested upon Maj J A Ris, OC 67 Sqn who was very ably assisted by
Acting 2IC Lt S P Ward (There was a rumour his marriage was on the rocks
because he was spending more nighte in the field then with his wife -

only a month after his weddingl). Anyway, the retraining took off in
earnest with all troops working with a lot of gusto, Each squadron
provided itwo "full strength" field troops making a total of four _
retraining troops under the command of OC 67 Sane The Programme covered
three main subjects; IS, combat engineering and infantry skills, Each
troop went around in a circuit with the lessons conducted by the NCOs

in the troope Therefore if A Troop was controlling the unruly crowd at
Tam Mei, B Troop was paddling like mad at Gordon Hard and D Troop crossing
the gap with an MGB with F Troop defending a hill at Tai Lame Each ,
subject lasted a week and the troops changed over in the cirouit each week,

The IS phase of the training covered VCP, riot control, OPs, and cordon
and search, The end of this phase was marked by a cordon and sparch exercise
in the rural ares using helicopters. It proved to be a very interesting
day because the deployment by heli was quite an exciting experience for
the young sappers amd later on the cordon was called in to the target to
watch the search procedures ani techniques which the cordons rarely see,

- 14 -



The combat engineering phase covered the subjects relevant to the
sappers and as usual the Medium Girder Bridge easily stole the showe
Each troop tried its best to improve its previous building time and
almost all succeeded, The best time recorded was 2 hrs 35 mine.

In demolition (after blowing up about six bridges - notionally) a
live firing day was organised for each of troops to make the subject
more interestinge Lt M Peart, one of the troop commanders had all
his fingers snd toes crossed when the order to "fire" was given -
because the OIC has to deal with any misfiresy All the stores for
the tasks were very well organised by the SQMS therefore all troops
got the maximum out of this combat engineering phase. The basic infantry
skills were practiced amd tested because nearly all the tasks were
carried out under tactical situatiomse Therefore the basic infantry
skills were tested, oriticised amd rectified throughout retraininge

The focal point of the retraining was the 36 hour defence exercise
which took place around Tai Lam Chung arease At the task Regimental
PTX the "digging in" was not of the required standard, so the Commendant
had specifically pointed out his desire for an improvement on thise

The defence exercise was designed to practice the iroops in the

art of harbouring, the "digging in", the occupation, the deployment of
fighting patrols, laying of ambushes and finally defending the _position.
The experience gained at all levels on this exercise was invaluable.

To round off the retraining as well as to test the lessons learned,

a four day Regimental FTX was organised by RHQ. The players were the
four field troops involved in the retaining and once again 0C 67 San
commandinge The exercise named "The Sphinxes Smile" was to commence
on the 22nd September but an intervemtion by Typhoon Clara delayed

the exercise for a day and it got underway on the evening of the 23rd.
Because of the delay, Phase I, which was %o be the IS phase was
scrobleds (I could think of no better way to put it - Ed)s On the
first day of the exercise, the troop oommanders/QGOs were given orders
by the OC for their first taskse The tasks were to be preparing
reserve and preliminery demolotions on bridges and setting up water
pointss Nearly all the tasks were completed in time, some receiving
commendations and some oritiocism - as expecteds The second day saw
two of the troops laying & large sactical minefield with one other
troop digging a 8lmm morter pit aml a Wombat pit which was to back up
the minefield. In the meantime the fourth troop was deployed
elsewhere in the front line where ‘they were laying nuisance minefieldse.
A1l troops completed +their tasks successfully in time - to the delight
of the DS. In between the tasks the troops were also tested by the DS
in casevac procedures, reaction to enemy fire and concealments

The final phase of the exercise was once again the dreaded "defence"e
The phase was divided into two partse The first part was the sea-
crossing by assault boats anl the second part the "digging in"e For
this phase, & coy from 6 GR was also attached to us as a friendly force
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occupying a hill next to use The crossing by boat, although quite
vulnerable, went undisturbed but the hike up the hill, in the dark

to the defensive position was scracifyinge () And the digging was also
something one won't forget in a hurry. The soil contained so much rock,
the digging to stage II saw us through to dawn. When finally, the
touching up on the camouflaging was completed -~ alas — the positions
were attacked to the sounds of the thunder flashes, Afier scrambling
about in the bushes to find our weapons we were ready for the enemy.
But to our relief, the enemy consisted of a few weary looking "sahebs"
crawling up the hill, so the attack was soon repelled and the troops
were declared the victors by the DS, This was to be the grand finale

of the exercise; peace reigned;thus to the delight of everyone

"The Sphinx's Smile" ended.

The aim of this retraining was three fold: to teach the "young"
sappers: to refresh the slightly "old" sappersy practice leadership
at all levelse I firmly believe we more or lees achieved this because
all those who took part in the retraining emerged looking more confident
andl competent at the end of eight weeks, There is still room for
improvement and everyone must try to maintain this momentums I hope

we will not be too committed to projects in the future, so that we

can comduct retraining to stay competent in our primary role = as

combat engineerse

Lt (QG0) Milanchandra Gurung QGE

- 16 =



TOTTENHAM HOTSPURS VS ASTON VILLA

The charity shield football match between Tottenham Hotspurs and
Aston Villa was played at Wembley Stadium on 22 Aug 8l.

A month before our football officer, Capt Durance RE arranged the
tickets for use

On the day of the match, we drove to Chatham Station and took the
morning train to Victoria Statione There was plenty of time, so we
went to Oxford Circus by the tube train, and as wWe travelled many
football fans were seen heading for Wembley.

Some of us went shopping in Oxford Street while others went for a
couple of pints in the pube Just before two ofclock, we joined the
crowd in the underground train and got off at Wembley Park. When

we came out of the station more crowds walked with us to the stadiume

As we approached the entrance, loud cheers went up inside, Probably
the playere coming onto the field had fuelled the mounting excitmente
Lt Hukumraj Thapa showed his ticket to get in, Lt Surjabahadur Thape
queued after him,thén came.SSgt Bhimraj Limbu, SSgt Manilal Thapa,
Cpl Krishna Rai and at last myselfe Then we finally settled down

t0 our seats, joined sometime later by Capt Durance RE,

The stadium was packed +to its full capacity and echoed with the
cheers and clappings of some 90,000 spectatorse Spur?s fans were
every where with banners and several horns hooted out from Villa's
crowde Rhythmic claps sounded at the far cornmer and we really

enjoyed ite

When the game started, both teams took sometime to get the ball under
ocontrol but steadily Ville .were pushed back to their half. Occasionally
Villa's Withe broke through the line but kept losing the ball to

Spur's Ardiles who took it forward to Villa's back area. Several
attempts were made by Spurs but Villa stood firme The ball still

wizzed back and forth, but then a cormer kick was offered to Villa.

When the ball sailed past Spur?s goal post, Clemence stretched to
collect it, but what a dreadful miss and suddenly Villas Peter's

moved in, received the ball at his feet and hammered it in instantly
into the netes Up went Villa's banners amd the tremendous applauses

After the first goal, the match started to heat ups There was not a
moment to be lost for Spurse They kept their spirits anl appeared more
insistente The moment came when the ball being played in Villa's
penalty area, Ardiles tapped the ball to Falco who then took a swift
turn and hit a brilliant shot, putting it neatly into the net and, that
was the agonising draw for Villa,
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The din from the crowd was still theres The enthusiastic players
still showed their hopes of scoring yet one more. Both Falco amd
Peter scored another one goal for their teams, When the final
whistle was blown by the referee, the exciting match ended with the
score even for two marvellous teams,

So, the exciting charity shield match ended in a drawe The shield
was received by both teams to be shared for six momths in turm till
next year's match,

Then we all spilled out from this world famous football stadium —
Wembley, and mixed happily into the sea of people. After that
we went to Gurkha Restaurant at Warrent Street for "Khama", We

really enjoyed that! After that we all came back to Chathams
Weren't we all glad to have had this unique opportunity,

"Dhanya bad®

Cpl Gopalkrishna Gurung
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SAPPER BOWL CROSS COUNTRY 1981
BY

" CPL _YASHBAHADUR RAI

The month of November 1981 has appeared to be an active and very

busy month for The Queen's Gurkha Engineers. We had just said goodbye
to our Col of the Regt, Lt Gen Sir Hugh Cunningham KBE, who very
kindly had attended the Sapper Bowl Khud Race competition on 5th
November 1981, The next week all the ‘Regiments troops competed

in the Sapper Bowl Orienteering competition. Now it was time for the
Cross Country competition which is one of the events included in the
Sapper Bowl competitione

This race was run on 19th November 1981 around So Kun Wat village.
Every troop had put a lot of hard work selecting their team aml giving
them practices whenever possiblee In the late afternoon of 19
November 1981 a huge wave of runners surged forward as soon as

Maj Reynolds RE (The field officer X-Country) waved the flag downe
Immediately the runners faced the uphill run where the more fit
runners started to #veitake. the weaker ones, Once they reached the
catchment area the race was along a flat but sanmdy tracke They

had to watch their steps or one could end up in the catchment drainl

Meanwhile, all the spectators at the Perowne Football pitch were very
eagerly listening to the PA systems The umpires with A42 sets were
sending progrese reports on the runnerss The last part of the race
was through forest and So Kun Wat villagee It had been a few minutes
since the umpire had announced that the last rummer had crossed his
positions Now everyone with more excitment was looking towards the
corner of the road from where the first runner should emerge any
second now) And suddenly ome could see SPR Nandajang Gurung from

E Troop come out of the cormer with a big. grin on his face. He
ceemed almost as fresh as he was before the races Then the other
runners started to pour in and as soon as they reported to their
respective desks the points were calculated and put on the board for
displaye Ome could tell from the results that the race indeed was
closely contested among the top three teamse The reesults were as follows:

Position Scores Team
1st 155 E Tp 68 San
2nd 161 C Tp 67 San
3rd 177 B Tp 67 San
4th 255 F Tp 68 San
5th 275 RHQ Tp
6th 304 A Tp 67 San
Tth 318 D Tp 68 San
8th 522 Sp Saqn
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After 'a short speech by Capt (QGO) Ichhabahadur Rai BEM (GM designate)
the prizes were distributed by acting Commandant Maj P Reedman RE.
He congratulated everyone for their had work and fine efforts,

QGEAR SHOP

1.  Regimental Prints - There are a limited number of sets of Regimental
prints for sale at the greatly reduced price of £3 per set., The set comsists
of 6 watercolour prints by Ken Howard depicting various current and recent
forms of Regimental dress. This bargain offer is most unlikely to be
repeated!?

2. Ties - The following ties are also available from the QGEA ‘'shop':

a. Regimental ties (Polyester) - £3.00 each
b. GBA ties (Crimplene) - 24,00 each
(8ilk) - £6.00 each

3 If you wish any of the above items please send details of your
requirements together with a cheque payasble to the QGEA to:

Major P W COOK RE
Secretary QGEA

Regimental Headquarters RE
Brompton Barracks

CHATHAM

Kent



BEATING RETREAT AND FAREWELL TO

MAJ‘QGOl BHIMBAHADUR GHARTI

November 1981 was the busiest month for the sappers of the QGE.
Men going to 69 Squadron, visit by the Colonel of the Regiment
Lt CGen Sir Hugh Cunningham, projeot at Wardhaven, junior leaders
Cadre, Sapper Bowl sports, arrival of new recruits and farewell
4o the Gurkhe Major to mention but a fewe

One of the highlights amongst all the events was the Farewell and
Beating of the Retreat on the evening of 25th November 1981 in
honour of Maj (QGO) Bhimbahadur Charti, who was leaving the Regiment
after successfully completing his Army Career from 2lst January 1950
to 30th November 1981.

After as Capt (QGO) Ichhabahadur Rai BEM had delivered a speech
outlining the career of the (), the Commandani Lt Col P J Worthington RE
added a few more valid and praiseworthy *namuna' in his speeche

It was followed by the garlanding and presentation by the Commandant,

on behalf of all ranks, a beautiful silver tray with engravings that
included details of services and promotion dates of the Major sahebe On
behalf of all the QGE ladies Mrs P J Worthington garlanded and

presented a gold ring to Mrs Bhimbahadur Ghartie

In return the Gurkha Major thanked the Commendant, Capt(QGO)
Ichhabeshadur Rai BEM and all the sappers for the momento and also
thanked all the ladies on behalf of his wifeos He particularly
emphasised the need for even greater co—operation between all the
men and also between the ladies of the regiment, He is confident
that whatever amount of help the sappers rendered him during his
tenure as the GM, the future GM will be even more fortunate.

On 30th November 1981 approximately at eleven-hundred hours we lined up
all the way from the main Quarter Guard to the door step of the QGO's
Messe After a few drinks and a chat in the Mese the GM walked out
with his family and all the officers smiling, talking and receiving
garlands offered by the men.

Once he had inspected the Guard of Honour he handed over the responsibility
of GM to Capt (QGO) Ichhabahadur Rai EEM and boarded the waiting

Staff Car for his jourmey to the Park Hotel for an overnight stay

prior to flying out to Nepal as an Hon Lt (GCO).

We wish him good luck, good health and good fortune alwayse
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SAPPER BOWL ORIENTRERING COMPETTTION 1981
BY
CPL_RAMPRASAD GURUNG

The Sapper Bowl Orienteering competition in QGE this year was held on

12th November 1981 near Bowring Camp. Thers were eight troops taking

part in thie events, Each troop had 4 competing pairs of which the best three
pairs counted towards the points, The first pair left the Marshalling

area at 0900 hrs apd they had two hours to complete the courses All
competing pairs then left the Marshalling area at every two minute
intervalse There was very good weather and competitors enjoyed themselves.
Everybody gave their best efforte A4ll Speatators had plenty of 'Josh!
for their own troop's team to wine. When all competitors had left then
spectators started the guess work “which troop is going to win this event?",
Infact they were hoping for their owm troop to win, A4s the pairs started
to arrive the crowd became excited and noisys At one moment B Tp were
doing really well then next it was E Tp lesdinge Then ome team from B Tp
arrived with the highest marks so far and they began to leads The

moment wae becoming more tensees As the rumners began to come in everyone
had diffioulty guessing who the winning team wase Then the results began
to appear on the score board and were as follows:

POSITION P SCORES
1st E Tp 930
2nd B Tp 865
id D Tp 835
4th RHQ 815
5th FTp 750
6th ATp 690
Tth C Tp 685

Once again E Tp won this event which we had won last year tooe It was the
3rd successive win for E Tp among the four events competed so fare The
acting Commandant, Major P Reedman RE kindly presented the prizes and
congratulated all the teams for their hard work. Thus the Orienteering
competition 1981 came to an ends Meanwhile E Tp looks forward to wimming
this oompetition again next year,



A DAY IN THE LIFE OF AN EX-QGE

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE STAFF OFFICER

Up at 8am, a quick shufti at the diary, nothing pressings. Think
about going for a run, look out of the window at the weather.

Crawl back into bed exhausted amd frost~bitten for another

10 minutese Get pinstripes out from under the mattress, Breakfast
at 8430 am — lightly fried green wellies and a bowl of chopped
golden labrador and milkes Drive to the office in up market, trendy
sports car - get burnt off at traffic lights by 20 year old
Morris 1000¢ On arrival in office leer at gorgeous 19 year old
Civil Service right hand woman, who makes disparaging references
1o red rimmed eyes, beer paunches, pasty face, and middle aged
trendies in generales Retire hurt to office, drink coffee, read
AGAI's until head hurts. On arrival of Fuhrer, go into office,
grovel, hint at great deeds done by self, ask after wife and

veg, offer to mow office carpet, crawl out of office backwards,

For lunch open food parcel from mother at desk., Lean out of the window
ana stone particularily nauseatingly cheerful blackbird to death

with ham rolle Throw cheese roll through opposite window

belonging to the Gunnerse

Open two pint G&T flask, drink contents, decide to forget about
the tonic next time or get a bigger flask, Put feet on table,
throw paper clips at waste paper bine A4sk for two chocolate
biscuits with tea at 3pm, end up with ome and a half dog biscuits.
Typing pool semd back all letters as being illegible. 3tiff

note referring to desirability of compulsory retirement of

self arrives with Fuhrer who gets excited about staff incompetence
inefficiency and lack of drive., Take feet off desk, strip off
coat, roll up sleeves, do something really dementeds Go homee.
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QGE PIPES AND DRUMS IN EDINBURGH

On the recent visit to Edinburgh there were 23 members from the QGE
Pipes and Drums plus Capt J B Olley RE saheb (who acted as a guide).
The Pipes and Drums are temporarily attached to 69 Gurkha Independent
Field Squadron based in Chatham, England.

On 14th of August, early in the morning we left Kitchener Barracks for
Chatham Station. There we caught the train to Victoria Station and
reached there after 45 minutes and then caught an urnderground train for
Kings Cross railway station, When we reached there, as planned, we
wanted the fastest and most comfortable train so we started looking

at the railway time table chart. At last we managed to find a

suitable train,

The day was clear and sunny and we could see everything very clearly,
Everyone looked very cheerful and smart as if they caught a "big fish",
We were delighted by the beauty of the countryside, The journey passed
smoothly and we quickly reached our destination, It was quarter to
five as we came off the train. The Pipe Major from 71 Regt Royal Engrs
was waiting for us, After having a short introduction, we continued
our journey towards Redford Barracks.

As planned, the following morning on 15th of August we went to visit
Edinburgh Castle museume It is a beautiful palace and a clear view

of old Edinburgh city could be easily seen from there. Every masterpiece
of the museum told it's own past history, There we took some group
photographs then we went to see other well known places of interest in
Edinburgh.

On 16th of August, our programme was to "Beat the Retreat" with 71 Regt
Royal Engineers, Even though time was limited, we had a quick rehearsal
in the morning and played our retreat programme in the evening,

On 17th of August, as we knew the Military Tattoo was taking place in the
Castle, we all went to visit ite There we saw varities of music and
dances from different Countries and Military units., It was really
marvellous and quite new for us. After a while we saw a motor bike
displaye It was splendid indeed! Some beautiful girls from the Canadian
Highland Parachute Regt were waiting for their dence turn in the

Tattoo, While we were having a nice time watching the colourful scenes
we heard the announcement, "The Gurkhas Pipe and Drums from the QGE are
heartily welcome", We felt very proud of the way they greeted us and

we will never forget the time we had in Edinburgh.

On 18th of August, sadly we left Edinburgh and returned to Chatham. Lastly

many thanks for all those who made our stay so enjoyable and all of us
80 welcome,

'-2‘-‘-—



SAP BOWL_SHOOTING B N

Perhaps it was because our Regimental UK Shooters like LCPL Pahalsing
Thapa (alias 'Junge') were not allowed to participate in the Shooting
Competition this year thét B Troop managed to win only a few prizes,
However amongst those that we did win was the coveted overall troop
prizes, Although only a day for weapons zeroing and practice was
possible, the standard of everyone wae quite impressive.

The ocompetition was as usual held on the San Wai Ranges at Gallipoli
on 2nd December 1981, The weather was not good for competition
shooting as the cold and gusty winds made life uncomfortable,
Fortunately, condifions did improve later in the day for the SLR and
SMG shootse The competition consisted of a rifle match, gun match and
SMG match and all the shooting was based on the APWT tests. There
were a total of 6 troops taking part with Support Squadron also

competing. :

At 8 o'clock, the first rounds from the LMG's went down the range

and from that moment there was keen interest at the end of each practice
to learn the score and juige how eaoh troop was doing. Competition

was keen right to the end by which time it was a question of whether

E troop would win yet another competition in the Sapperbowl series

or B Troop would overtake them, In fact B troop won comfortably and

so we were prepared for the final event - The Falling Plate, In

this, the 'Buro-walas' proved formidable with the Gurkha Sgts Mess
beating the other teams easily,

It has become customary for B Troop to win every pgize except the

SHG matchs This year, however that is the only prize we did win,

ocoming second in the others. The fact that we came overall first
indicated our steady rather than individually brilliant shooting.

The prizes were distributed by the Commandant, Lt Col P J Worthington RE
and the beer more than compensated for not winning many individual
prizess All in all a satisfying day for B troop.

LCPL Dambarsing Gurung
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59 SQUADRCM NEBWSLEWTER JUI, 81 - FTEB 82
BY THE OFFICLR COMMANDING
"MAJOR W J CHESSHYRE RS

Mow thet &9 Squadron is reborn and established some 8,000 miles awayx
from KI) the Commandant has asked me to exercise our " independence " by
mrking a separate contributicn to the Newsletter. So, in a hectic last
week, before handing over to my successor, surrounded by blank confidential
report forms my muse is forced into action.

"he last edition revorted our historic re-formation parade in Bowring
Camp in May, the arrival of the main body at the end of May and our march
throurh Rochester and Chatham in September.

Cur first months were spent in feverish activity 'Gurkharising' the
barracks, taking delivery of stores and shaking them out into troop G10s,
Our first " exercise '" was an orientation test around the Medway Towns
which produced some curious results. About 90% gave the answer '"Whitbread!
to the question " What is the name of the public house next to Chatham
Railway Station ?", and persistent enquiries at the Rochester Tourist
Office at finding the answer to the question " How often do conducted
tours of Rochester take place ?" led to the offer of a free tour for the
Squadron!

July and August were spent doing some combat engineering training
and carrying out a few local projects. These included demolishing a row of
houses at Chattenden, making improvements to the bridging area at Lodge
Mill and attempting to construct a sand padddock for the RE Saddle Club.
This latter had the unintended result of creating a paddling pool for the
horses and depriving the dockyard of water when an uncharted water main wase
‘encountered! The Gurkha Captain organised further beautifications of the
barracks, flower beds springing up all over the place with advice and
assistance in kind from our resident horticultural adviser, Tom Langridge.
The Squadron bell ( I hope the Secretary of Gordon Hard Boat Club is not
still looking for it!) and a new flag pole were erected on a new ornamental
terrace by the main gate.

The Pipes and Drums joined us in July in the puise of musically trained
combat engineers to reinforce us while we were under strength and carried
out a number of local engagements. In August our numbers were swelled by
the arrival of 30 newly trained recuirts looking like sacks of potatoes in
their No 2 dress uniforms that had not seen service in the heat of Hong Kong.
Cur contract tailor rallied around, dropped all his other work, and had them
in reasonable shape just in time for our march through Rochester and Chatham.
More joined us in November and December from Hong Kong, a few in February
and we are just about to send our first leave party.

September saw various unusual activities. Some took to the river in
the Corps yacht, Contessa Catherine, others visited HMS Endurance, undergoing
a re(it in Chatham dockyard, with whose crew we had earlier established a
friendly liaison on the football field. Each troop in turn walked the Scuth
Downs Way, gaining a few blisters and many friends in local hostelries en
route, Euch troop also spent a few days on exercise in Mereworth Woods
familiarising themselves with the digging characteristics of Fnglish soil,
As a small diversion the Squadron helped local barber Gerry Harley regain
the world shaving record. Many complained of sore faces the next morning,
hoving been temrted by the promise of a free pint of beer per shave to
submit to the razor more than once, some as many as 7 times.
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Dashera was celebrated at the begining of October in grand style in our
magnificent indoor Dashera Hall ( normelly the Dining Hall) that would be the
envy of sny Curkha rifle battalion. Considerable anxiety wns caused to the
natch commander when his leading phursunge departed on compassionate leave
days before Kalaratri. He nevertheless put on a splendid programme of donces
arainst a colourful backdrop skillfully executed by Tom Langridge, now our
resident artist as well! The MT Tool storeman (by chance a Damai !) produce
a full set of costumes that delighted our many guests, especially the Mayor
who was much puzzled by the Army numbers against the names of the marunis
in the programme and concluded that we had dancing girls on our establishment! -
Gurkha WRAC ? We were delighted that so many QRGEA members were able to attend
and were particularly glad to be able to mark the coincidental occasion of
the anniversary of the first regimental wedding - that of Derek and Pru -
Moorcroft. TFortuitously his best man, Billy Brown, and the giver away of the
bride, General John Bowring were also present. We were very pleased to be
able to host the QGEA varty on the following Saturday and welcome so many
old friends. A certain former Commandant amused his course party hosts by
proferring a £10 note when asked for £5 contribution for drinks, and, vointing
to his large frame saying '" Mero bhunri aru ko bhanda thule chha, tyas karan
le aru bhanda maile dherai dinu parchha. ILau yo linu hos "!

After Dashera Surjabahadur Saheb took his troop down to Christchurch,
where they weres billeted in local puest houses and softened many hearts, to
train for a demonstration on behalf of MVEE of a new mechanically assisted
method of constructing MGB. Cn the day their time exceeded all expectations.
The Gurkha Major paid us a 10 day visit during this veriod, and surprised
us all by arriving st Gatwick at the same early hour as his wife and son touched
down Heathrow. Patient negotiation by Hukumraj Saheh, who was rushed to meet
them in Comdt REME's staff car, prevented their being sent back to Hong Kong
as illepal immigrants! At the end of October we sadly said goodbye to the
Pipes and Drums after a splendid farewell party thrown in their honour by
the londlord of the Crown Hotel in Rochester, Ralph Palmer, ex 3/10 GR, a
very loyal friend of the Brigade and major contributor to the Gurkha Welfare
Appeal.

In Novemher we completed our annual classification and shot our Tickle
competition, producing quite a good result which we hope will see us in the
money. The Commandant paid us a visit to discover where half his Regiment
had diseppeared to. The Sguadron then decamped to Wyke Regis for a 2-week
bridging camp, where the new (for us) arts of MGB piers and multi-span
construction were mastered. Inter troop rivalry reached new heights during
a series of competitive builds which produced previously unheard of
construction times.

December, with it bitter cold and snow, reminded those who were old
enourh to remember of 68 Squadron's visit to this country 20 years ago and
the hard winter of 1962. There was felt by some to he a direct connection
between our presence of this country and the weather! Undaunted by it,
Hukumraj Saheb's troon vut on their parkas and deployed to Yantlet Ranges
to construct some improvised bridges, the standard of which earned much praise.
We also managed to complete most events in the inter~troop sports competition,
although the football leapue could only be played after the whole Squadron
had cpent the morning clearing snow off the pitch. Soldier Magazine paid us
a visit during a break in the weather. They had somehow heard in advance of
the Squadron's growing equestrian reputation and insisted on photographing our
mounted Signal Sgt. Much to their distress their pictures of him parting
company with his belting horse were spoiledi
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We took a short period of block leave over Christmas during which many
of the Souadron went up to Edinburgh, and some to Paris. A trasditional
Enelish Christmes lunch was laid on for those remaining in barracks znd was
reasonably well received., Brandy sauce for the Christmas pudding inadvertently
turned into brandy gravy and the consequently rather dry, sweet pudding was
not to every one's taste!

The arrival of the New Year marked our coming of age. We became fully
operational and joined the newly re-formed 2nd Infantry Brigade with headquarters
at Shornecliffe. We embarked on a more ambitious combat engineering training
orogramme, including such novelties as an interesection exercise/competition
and a " Super Sapper " competition, both of which engendered much enthusiasim
and interest. As T hand over the " Super Sapper " Las just been named, and
we are doing a few internal projects before going down to Wyke Regis again for
more MGB training, Thereafter the Squadron takes on its first major task
providing engineer support for the Aldershot Army Display and British Army
Kquipment Exhibition in June.

Our formative year has been interspersed with so many visits that space
does not allow a detailed description of them all. I therefore simply list
thems

Brig R AS Ricketts CE UKLF 5 Jun 81
Brig ACD Lloyd Comd Chatham Gar 1 Jul 81
Brig HE Everard CE' UKLF 21 Aug 81
Lt Col Girvan Bikram Shah RNLO Hong Kong 2L sep 81
Lt Gen Sir Paul Travers KCB GOC South East Dist25 Sep 31
Lt Cen Sir Hugh Cunningham KBE Col of Regt 22 Oct 81
Maj(QG0) Bhimhahadur Gharti GM QGE 14~ 26 Oct 81
Lt Col PJ Worthington Comdt (GGE - 11 Nov 81
Brig ACD Lloyd Comd Chatham Gar 2 Dec &
Brig G B Fawcus Comd Chatham Gar 17 Dec 81
Brig RTP Hume Comd 2 Inf Bde S Jan 82

13 Jan 82

1 Feb 82
Maj Gen J L Chapple CBE MGBG 21 Jan 82
Maj Gen B M Lane CER DAQ 27 Jan 82
Maj Gen G B Sinclair CBE E=in~C 10 Feb 82

A visit by our new Colonel, General Sir George Cooper, is planned for the
near future and there are persistent rumours that the CGS would like to come and
see us soon over to my successor!

Tinally, arrivsls and departures in the Squadron. I hand over to John
Baker as this goes to press and start a course, rumoured to be the last, at
Lhe National Defence College in May. John Durance, having swelled the ranks
of married officers in the Squadron from 1 to 2 in September when he married
Philippa Dean in the Garrison Church, leaves for JDSC and then 12 Fd Sqn in
Osnabruck at the end of March, John Charlesworth and Mike Law joined us from
Hong ¥ong in September and January respectively. Hukumraj Saheb departs
shortly for some well-earned Nepal leave and is to be replaced by Milanchandra
Saheb,
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ON EXERCISE AMBER EXPRESS IN DENMARK

Myself and 1Cpl Indrabadur Gurung, were attached to 24 Field Squadron RE for

the duration of exercise Amber Express which took place in Denmark between 10 and
28 September 1981. We were highly delighted to go to the new place, especially
as there were twenty two thousand troops taking part in this exercise, which was a
joint British and Danish Army operation designed to test the capability of troops
to operate in an entirely new place, the co-operation between foreign armies, and

liaison among the forces.

We left Chattenden barracks at O400 hours, having fuelled all the vehicles, and
arrived at Harwich Port at 1800 hours and embarked on a Danish civil shop which
reached Demmark at 1200 hrs on 11 September. After disembarking, we proceeded
towards Hol Back, our exercise base camp. Danish civil police and RMP escorted our
convoy throughout the whole journey to the base camp where we arrived at 1600 hrs on

12 September. Fortunately we were fed during the journey!

Phase 1 of the exercise started on 13 September. All drivers were posted to

field troops, and we both went to 2 troop. This phase included demolitions, MGB and
claes 30 trackway. On the first day we practised demolitions and built and stripped
a 70 feet MGB. A tactical night build of the same bridge started at 2000 hrs and
was completed by midnight, and the laying of 3 rolls of class 30 trackway was
completed by 0100 hrs. Stripping of the MGB started at 0900 hrs and we completed

palletising and storing by 1200 hrs. We then returned to the base camp.

During the exercise we had two days for rest and recreation. We visited Copenhagen,
the capital city and enjoyed it very much and also found out that people in Denmark

only speak Danishl
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The second part of the exercise started on 18 September. The first day was

spent on preparations with the actual exercise starting on 19 September. During
this phase we had to work as proper drivers, delivering stores to troops wherever
they wanted them. After the exercise came to an end on 29 September, we returned
to our base camp. The whole squadron returned to England by air on 30 September,
but all drivers had to get their vehicles back so we returned by ship arriving at
England on 2 October 1981. All in all it was an enjoyable time and a new

experience.

Cpl Purnabahadur Limbu

YESTERDAY'S SAPPER OFFICER

"An Engineer has no appropriate place or defined duty in an open battle,
but he is always acceptable in the field if mounted, because he is generally
a good sensible smart fellow that looks about him, and is trustworthy in the

communication and explanation of orders',

Under England's Flag
Captain Charles Boothb
1806 -
Great Great Uncle of

OC 69 Gurkha Indep Fd Sqn
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LOOKING AHEAD ON MGB

Ever since the introduction of MGB (Medium Girder Bridge) into the British Army in
1971, it has travelled far and wide serving countless purposes. In order to do
80, many Sappers must have clenched their teeth whilst carrying a part of the
bridge at one time or another. Yes, the MGB panels are still quite heavy aren't
they? Especially for Gurkha sized soldiers. On the other hand the brains of
MVEE (Military Vehicles and Engineering Establishment) at Christchurch have been
inventing some different methods of putting together this enormous jigsaw puzzle.
The emphasis is on the employment of a smaller construction party and a faster

construction timee.

Two months ago the new idea was given two weeks of solid practice under a close
supervision of the establishment's research team. The scene was set for the

final demonstration.

26th October 1981 dawned crisp and clear. A perfect day. Only a few yafds away
from the gap sat a large number of influential people. Some chatted while the
others scanned. The empty space in front, hoping for a magic performance. They
had gathered from all over the UK to watéh the building of 31.1 m long Double
Storey MGB by yet another new method. This was actually to be a trial
démonstration using CAIM (Crane Auxiliary Lorry Mounted) on GS 8 ton trucks in

order to mechanically aid construction by hand.

Lieut Colonel (Retd) FitzGerald Smith and Maj Willes, Heads of the MVEE research
team, stood by the spectators and gave the signal to start. Then eight Sappers,
SSGt Manilal Thapa and H Tp Commander Lt (QGO) Surjabahadur Thapa all from 69
Gurkha Indep Fd Sqn marked onto the bridging site. This construction party then
dispersed to their respective positions. Out of sight of the spectators, six
NCOs from the RE sales team responsible for operating the CALM vehicles waited in

their vehicles which were carrying the bridge set. Finally the ‘construct'
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Signal given and the stopwatch started. The target time was under an hour.

The three front vehicles roared into life and the two CALM vehicles hurtled down
to the site. They braked on the edge of the bank on either side of the centre
line. Two men from each group went to umstrap the bridging equipment.
Meanwhile the third vehicle carrying the building frame and nose sections
reversed along the entre line close enough for the two CALM vehicles to unload
them, The two operators switched on their controls and brought the cranes into
action. The pre-assembled building frame was on the ground, set and levelled
ready to receive the end of bridge in no time at all. A specially designed yoke,
attached to the crane was used to lift each module at its centre of gravity
throughout the construction. The left hand CAIM swung the bank seat beam

over to complete the end of the bridge. The modules of three fixed bays of
top and bottom panels were lowered, and controlled by guide ropes. This
prevented the dangerous spinning of modules whilst trying to fit them to the
Bridge., Getting the right alignment of the holes, to emsure the quick
insertion of the panel pins did pose a problem, but the 1ift was made that much
easier by using another specially designed dummy pin. This held the top and
bottom panels on each module until the actual panel pin was inserted, then

the dummy pin was removed. This procedure of connecting up the modules was
repeated till the bridge was completed. The new design enabled us to connect
up three bays at a time which contributed to the reduction in construction
time. The introduction of CAIM vehicles eliminated most of the heavy work

which in turn reduced the number of men required,
After the sway braces were fitted the bridge was pushed to its first

booming stage. The nose party from the same group rigged out the complete

nose in the usual method. As the seconds ticked by the bridge took shape and
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moved across the gap. When it reached its final booming stage the nose

touched down gently at the far bank. Without a moment to lose the nose party ran
across the bridge to the far bank. It only took four men to 1lift the nose and
place it over the LRP (Landing Roller Pedestal). After SSGt Manilal Thapa
shouted across to jack down, the hydraulic jack hissed and the far end of the
bridge sat happily on the bank. The nose was stripped. Unfortunately it took
somewhat, longer than in previous practices. One of the shoot-~bdts refused to
slide down so Lieut (QG0O) Surjabahadur Thapa ran across to add his strength

and the struggle was over.

By this time another crane had driven onto the site lifted the home bank side

of the bridge and gently laid it on the decks The bridge looked almost finished
but there Qas one last task. There was a mad rush to deck the bridge. The ramps
which seemed heavier than on previous practices were being carried across by

three men until the last was drop-fitted to complete the bridge and stop the clock.

Goodness knows how long it took for the research team to develop all these ideas,
but two weeks' effort by all involved certainly did achieve a remarkable record of

fifty-four minutes and twenty seconds.

As a matter of interest the dress rehearsal demonstration on the previous day

recorded a time of 61 minutes.

This was the end of the demonstration and two weeks' hard work. We hope we have

helped to lighten the load of Sappers in the future!

Cpl Krishnakumar Rai
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IMPROVISED BRIDGES BY 'I' TROOP, §9 GURKHA INDEPENDFNT FI1ELD SUADRON

Soo? after our-return from two weeks' practising Mediuﬁ GirderlBridge construction
at RETC Wyke Regis, 'I' Troop were tasked to construct two different types of
bridges. We discovered, to our surprise that we had to build two improvised
bridges. This time we were going to build two bridges for actual use and not just
for training purposes. Our troop commander Lieut (Q30) Hukumraj Thapa told us
that they were for the Royal School of Military Engineering Training area. A new
plot of land had been écquired for 'Live Demolition Firing; at Yantlet near the
Isle of Grain and this was separated from the existing demolition area by & ditch.
Hence one improvised bridge for vehicles and one footbridge were needed. They

were to be built of steel girders and timber,

Hukum Saheb had produced a reconnaissance report on the Yantlet project some time
ago and had ensured that all the timber and other stores required for the bridges
were at hand., On 4 December 1981 our troop moved to Yantlet with three 4-ton

trucks loaded with timber and necessary G1098 tools.

Before constructing these new bridges we had to dismantle an old, decrepit bridge
nearby in order to use its steel girders. Twelve steel girders for the vehicle

bridge and four for the foot bridge were required, to bridge the 24 ft gap.

The bridge was constructed by a typical improvised method. Home and far banks
were dug to the desired depth and width in order to position the bank seats
which were made up of 9" x 9" timbers. The rusty old steel girders were scraped
and painted with red oxide and laid across tlie gap. The timber roadbearers,
together with the steel girders were placed in position by means of spacers and

bolts, and the decks and kerbs were secured by 24" long bolts.
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Having back-filled both ends of the bridges with aggregate the project
was finished in nine working days. The roadway width of the vehicular
and foot bridge were 9 ft 5 ins and 4 ft respectively. Apart from the
bridging we also erected a 120 yards long fence along a reed bed to prevent

cattle from grazing on a bird sanctuary.

This article would not be complete without mentioning the weather! While we
were working it snowed for the first time in our lives. We were so excited
at first but realised later that we could not stand for lomg throwing snowballs.

We were sorelieved when we were told to call it a day.

The next morning was worse. The ground was so hard that our picks would jump
off instead of penetrating. However, it was fun to try and cross the frozen
gap without any success. The third day was worst when it rained. The ground
became very soft and we could hardly step out of the sticky mud. The stores
vehicles and the Haulamatic Tipper, loaded with agéfegate bogged in. Hukum
Saheb worked like fury for the rest of the day in a bid to recover them one

after another and another!

All in all it was our second successful project since we arrived in the UK.

We had experience of both the work and the weather. The project was of good
value to us and very interesting as the opportunities of building improvised
bridges are very few these days. We were visited by Major W J Chesshyre RE,
the OC 69 Sqn, the G Capt Sunar Gurung MVO BEM and two representatives from

the 'Soldier' Magazine on our last day on the site.

Sapper Promod Limbu
'I' Troop
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69 GURKHA INDEPENDENT FIELD SQUADRON AT THE ROYAL ENGINEERS TRAINING
CAMP WYKE REGIS

69 Gurkha Indep Fd Sqn carried out bridging training at the Royal Engineer
Training Centre (RETC) during the period 16~17 November 1581. The aim of

the training was to practice troops in all aspects of Medium Girder Bridge
(MGB) and Heavy Girder Over Bridge (HGOB) construction. Airportable (APB)

Raft construction and Adventure training were also included in the programme.

On 16 November 1981 several 4 tonners and landrovers were lined up in front
of Kitchener Barracks., When the OC mainbody Capt J B Olley RE and the Sqn
Gurkha Captain, Capt (QGO) Sunar Gurung MVO BEM gave the signal to move, the
mainbody left Kitchener Barracks in two packets at 0830 hours. After a long

journey we reached RETC Wyke Regis at 1600 hours.

From 17 November 1981 G and H Troops started MGB construction training while
'I' Troop was doing the APB Raft and HGOB. The MGB training was to cover,
single storey, double storey and double storey with span junctions and pier.
All this training were done by each Troop in their turn., Besides the training
there was an Inter Troop competition compriaing of the following events:

1« MGB single storey 12 Bays by day.

2. MGB double storey 8 Bays by night.

3« MGB double storey 12 Bays by night

L, Military combat fitness.
Captain J B Olley RE was the chief judge and time recorder of all eveats done

by each Troop,.

During the adventure training all the Troops got a chance to visit
Bowington Camp., There we saw new and old tanks, as well as different sorts of
armoured vehicles. A minefield breaching vehicle called 'Flail' and a Bridge

layer were found to be more interesting for Sappers. After our visit each

troop went to Poole for shopping.
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Poole is a nice town, and we noticed some shops which do not exist in Chatham.

The next morning a Wessex helicopter was provided from HMS Osprey for our training.
Lieut Cand Anstis gave general instruction on emplaning and deplaning drills.
After a short brief the troop was divided into four sticks. Each stick got many

chances to fly in the helicopter while doing emplaning and deplaning drills.

Towards the end of the training our Squadron OC Major W J Chesshyre RE,
accompanied by the Gurkha Captain, Capt (QGO) SQnar Gurung MVO BEM paid a visit
to the training site on 25 November 1981, In the afternoon an impressive curry
lunch was organised for the Oamp Commandant RETC Major Church and the

Asst Camp Comdt, Lieut Colonel (Retd) Ferguson. After drinks and a chat in the
bar they took of a superb curry lunch. After lunch the Sqn OC and the Gurkha

Captain left the training Camp to go to Chatham.

The training came to close on the evening of 26 November 1981. All the officers,
SNCOs and other ranks assembled in the NAAFI to hear -the official announcement of
the results of the Inter troop competition with a cheerful face chief Judge Captain
J B Olley RE said a few words about the training and called the troops forward for
the prizes., The result was as follows:

1st I Troop
2nd H Troop
3rd G Troop

After the distribution of the prizes the assemblage ended with three hearty cheers
for the Judge. Thus we ended the training. We had had a lot of experience of
working in the cold and windy weather of England! On 27 November 1981 the main body
left Wyke Regis at 0800 hrs to go to Chatham. We hope to go and play with these

toys again!

Sgt Bhimbahadur Rana
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'I' TROOP PROJECT AND BOAT TRIP

After we had settled down I Troop was assigned to take a project at
Lodge Hill which was the first project to be carried out by 69 Gurkha
Independent Field Squadron in UK, Lodge Hill is the training area

of the Field Engineering Wing (FEW) RSME and we were going to spend
the next two weeks at the Bridging Site.

Our tasks were to concrete fifty square meters of bridge construction
area and to enlarge three little bridging stores into twice their
existing sizes. All the necessary plant, materials, and timbers

were organised by Tp(QG0), Lt (QGO) Hukumraj Thapa through Capt (QM)
R V Morris RE and WOI Banks RE SMI (FEW),

On 20th July 81, Hukumraj saheb briefed the troop about his plans

and how to execute thems He also stressed the point that our work
must be of very high standard because students from all over the world
come to Lodge Hill for their training. They were all keen and

eager especially to use our brand new 'Pick axes'! and "Shovels RE",

The concreting was completed in five days and we started building the
huts which were erected on a concrete base with wooden frames and

CGI roofs. Most of the jobs were for our chippys so we were either
busy collecting stores for them or laying concrete bases, All the
tasks were completed successfully as planneds Maj Chesshyre RE,

OC 69 and Capt (QGO0) Sunar Gurung, BEM MVO, GCapt 69 Sqn frequently
visited us. We were also honoured by the v181t of Brig A C D Lloyd RE,
Comit HQ RSME,

Incidently, Hukumraj saheb, being an ex Boat Tp(QGO) had promised us
a boat trip on the River Medway after the completion of the project}
On Wednesday 5th of Aug we all went down to Thunderbolt Pier inside

Pembroke Naval base, Chathamywhere a big ‘Launobh was waiting for us,

The three man crew explained about our trip which was going to take

three hours,

The weather was perfect and the river was calm as we passed through
lovely scenes on both banks of the rivers We saw a lot of big ships
anchored around the huge Naval base, power stations and the BP refinery
at Grain on the way. We reached Sheerness and saw a cross channel

ship full of passengers so we waved to each other and took photographs.
They were certainly enjoying the sun on the huge deck, along with

cold refreshmentse We went further up the Thames Estuary where we

saw the tops of an old American ship which had sunk during the last

war together with thousand of tons of "live bombs"}

The sunken ship is considered as highly dangerous and divers are
still busy working to make it safe.
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After 3 hours on the river we were back in the campe The trip
was very interesting and was a good opportunity for a relaxing
time at the end of the project.s We are most grateful to

Maj (QM) Murison RE for giving us the boat and to Roy and his
crew for their full assistance throughout the tour. '

LCpl Balkumar Rai
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MINUTES OF THE AGM OF THE QGEA HELD IN THE CONFERENCE SUITE
HQ RSME ON FRI 4 DEC 81 AT 1700 HRS

Present: Lt Gen Sir Hugh Cunningham President
Brig D H Bowen
Brig R AS Rickets
Col MJA Campbell Chairman
Lt Col G G Roach
Lt Col MJ P Stephens Field Officer Recently
Returned
Lt Col J C Thornber
Maj WJ Chesshyre
Maj FA Cronk
Maj PGCP Druitt
Maj RJ Francis
Maj J B Freeland
Ma j J G Getley
Maj DF Moorcrof+t
Ma j C Spottiswoode
Maj T le M Spring=-Smyth
Ma j B Taylor
Maj IAD Thomson
Maj H Turnham
Ma.j J A Pinel Newsletter Editor
Maj JDC Anderson Acting Secretary

Apologies were received from Maj P W Cook, the Secretary, who was in

the middle of the Atlantice

ITEM 1,  OPENING STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN

1. Col Campbell welcomed all those present.

ITEM 2, MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

2 The minutes of the previous meeting had been
‘publicised in the Newsletter. They Wwere taken as read,.

ITEM 3,  MATTERS ARISING

3¢ The Committee. The Chairman ran through the names
of the new Committee for the benefit of those present,
They are:

ae Gen Sir George Cooper President
be Col M J A Campbell Chairman
Co Lt Col ¥ J F Stephens Field Officer Recently
Returned
de Maj J D C Anderson QGELO
es Maj P W Cook Secretary
foe Maj J A Pinel Newsletter Editor
p—
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4s Entertainments

as Minley. The dimner at Minley had been a great
success with over 60 attending,

be Dasheras Twenty members had attended 69 Sqn's
Kalaratrie About 40 members and associate members
attended the QGEA party on 10 Oct 81, also run by
69 Sane A hearty vote of thanks was given to Maj
Chesshyre and Capt (QGO) Sumar Gurunge.

ITEM 4, 69 GURKHA INDEPENDENT FIRLD SQUADRON

S¢ Maj Chesshyre gave a short resume on the state of

69 Sqne Their strength was now about 180 All Ranks. They
had already made many improvements to Kitchener Barracks
and undertaken a number of projects. Combat Engineer
training was the main priority and was going welle. It

had included MGB triale at MVEE and a Bridge Camp at

Wyke Regise Next year the Sqn is supporting the Aldershot
Army Display, and the RSME when necessarye The Sgn is

now part of 2 Inf Bde, to whom they looked forward to
giving Sapper support, in particular on exercise in
Scotlande In 1983 the Sqgn is off to Belize.

6e The President then addressed the meeting. He said
what a marvellous thing the expansion was for the
Regimente It had not been without difficulties however.
In particular, expansion had caused shortages in both
management and skillse The problem was, however, well
in hand, He had noticed on his visit in Nov that 69 Sqn
were now outstandingly well formed. The President
congratulated us all on our good fortune.

ITEM 5, STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Teo The AF N1514 from the previous account period was
circulatede In the absence of the normal account
holder Maj Anderson volunteered to try to explain any
queriess.

ae The President queries the monies kept in the
QGE Central Bank in Hong Konge He felt that some
of it should be invested.

(Afternote: £300 was transferred from the QGE
Central Bank on 6 Nov 8l, The correct balance in
Hong Kong is now £103,03p)e
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be Brig Bowen noted that the budget appeared

to be spending capital, raised from the subscriptions,
as well as income from investments, A Previous
meeting had agreed that in principle the QGEA would
only spend the interest from investments, The
Chairman explained that we were in the enviable
position of trying to get rid of fat accumulated

from previous years., The picture was therefore
confusing,

ITEM 6,  FUTURE ENTERTAINMENTS

8e The following future entertainments were planned:
as Minley. The Minley Party will be on 14 May 82,

be  Kalaratris On behalf of his cuccessor
Maj Chesshyre cordially invited all members as
paying guests to Kalaratri on 25 Oct 81,

Ce GEA Dashera Partye Maj Pinel assured the
meeting that details of the Dashera Party would be
publicised in the Newsletter in due course,

ITEM 7o  ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Je¢ Maj Chesshyre asked whether the 69 Sqn QGOs all of
whom were coming to the Hamdover Dimmer Night might come
as guestses The meeting unanimously said that of course
they mighte

ITEM 8, _ CLOSING STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

10. On his retirement as Colomel of the Regiment the
President thanked the Chairman for looking after the
Associationes He explained how invaluable the Association
had been to him, particularly as he himself had had no
personal experience of serving with the Regiments He

had thoroughly enjoyed his time as Colonel, and would,

of course, never forget ite

1lls There being no further business the meeting closed
at 1726 hours,
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be  Kalaratris On behalf of his successor
Maj Chesshyre cordially invited all members as
paying guests to Kalaratri on 25 Oct 81,
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9¢ Maj Chesshyre asked whether the 69 Sqn QGOs all of
whom were coming to the Handover Dinmer Night might come
as guestse The meeting unanimously said that of course
they might,

ITEM 8, _ CLOSING STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT
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PAMILY GOSSIP

John BEdwards now the Kimberley Regional Administrator in Australia
wrote and his letter is reproduced belowe His full address is:

John Edwards

Kimberley Regional Administrator

Office of Regional Administration
and the North West

P 0 Box 185 Kununurra

Western Australia 6743

Telephone: Kununurra 81044
Telex Xureg AA 99370

After leaving the Regiment in 1961, I set up in Perth in a Real
Estate practicee This lasted 18 years amd I started looking for a
changee I therefore applied for this job and was appointed.

The Kimberley is a region in the North of Western Australia and my
parish has an area of 420,000 sq kilometers = 1/18 of Australia

and twice the size of Great Britaine The population, a mere 24,000

of which 10,000 are aborigines. Rugged terrain, traditionally beef
country - the poor grade pasture providing poor grade beef sent

mainly to America for the hamburger market — or semt south for
fattening into a better grade products We have however other productse.
Broome is famous for its pearls - real amd artificial.

Kununmurra has a large irrigation area fed by a dam on the Ord River
which retains 6 times as much water as Sydney Harbours In full flow
in the wet the Ord could fill Sydney Harbour in 4 hourse This
irrigation area produces rice, sorghum, peanuts, sunflower, bananas
and tropical fruitse At the foot of Lake Argyle, as the dam is called,
a diamond pipe has been discovered that will produce half of the
worlds industrial diamonds., 0il exploration close to Derby is yieling
high hopess In the far north are mountains of Bauxite, development

of which will start in three years. Lead-zinc mines are coming on
streams Off Derby, are Koolan amd Cockatoo Islamds producing vast
amounts of iron ore — at present being depressed by poor Japanese
marketse

My job is to keep the West Australian Government informed of all this,
to co-ordinate the activities of Government Departments and to form

a bridge between private enterprise amd govermment which is situated
1400 air kilometres to the south,s I travel vast distances by air
é40,000km last year) to keep in touch with the 5 major towns
populations up to 3,000) in the areas I feel I have the most exciting
job in Australias
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The climate is completely dry gnd hog (30o - 380) for 9 months of the
year, and very wet and hot (35 = 42°) for the remainder.

On the personal side for those who remember me, Betty is well: my
children « Janet has 2 children, Cuy (known in regimental days as
(Pun) has one and Ann has two. All happily married in and around Perth.

My best wishes to all,

Maj F' Barnes telephoneds He was the first QGE QM in Sungeii Beesi
1955-60 approximately., He is now retired and living in Bourne near
Peterboroughes He sends his regards to all remembering in particular
General Jackson,  General Cunningham and Charles Spottiswoodes

Maj Barnes has had some very bad luck with his daughter Ann dying
and he himself not now in very good healthe His telephone number is
Bourne 2460 and he would be delighted to hear from any old friends,

Paddy Hill admitted at the Comdt's Handover Dinner to being a member
of a Quango advising the Secretary of State on routing of roads and
motorwayse

John Freeland, who retired in 1965, is farming in Berkshire and
Wiltshire = Beef and Corme Beroe is doing welle, Ian is doing
Agricultural Traininge The triplets, Justin, Julia and Sarah, are
at school in Cheltenham,

Dick Francis who was with the Regiment for 9 years during the period
1950 = 63 has spent the last 7 years as Project Manager on a £15m
industrial development project in Leeds, He and Pamela are at
present living in Farnham and expecting to start a new project soon
in Glasgow or Kuwaitd Daughter Caroline is doing a post graduate
course in Londone Adrian is at Aston University and Hugh is at
Liverpool Universitys

Congratulations to David and Gay Bill who had a son, James, Jjust before
Christmase David returns to Hong Kong as 2IC 68 Squadron in
March 1982,
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Congratulations to Graham Price, 2IC of 68 Squadrom, on his
engagement to Becky Haige, : Becky is serving with the RAEC,

Congratulations also to Stuart Thormborough, Education Officer
of the QGE T3 = T5¢ He has just announced his engagement to
Sarah Tapsone The wedding is in Taunton on 8 May 82,
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e W ms W

To:

FUTURE EVENTS

For your Diaries:

a. Kalaratri - 69 Squadron will be celebrating Kalaratri on Monday 25th
October 1982 at 8.00 p.m. Members who wish to attend are invited to do
80 as paying guests and should inform the 2IC, 69 Gurkha Indep Fd Sgn,
Kitchener Barracks, Chatham, Kent. Telephone: MEDWAY 44555 Extn 291,

b. GEA Dashera Party - This will be held in Kitchener Barracks at
%E}O p.m. on Saturday 30th October 1982. In addition to course
personnel, many members of 69 Squadron will be there and it is hoped
that as many members as possible will attend. There will be a charge
for bhat on arrival. Again, those wishing to attend are requested to
inform the 2IC of 69 Squadron.

QGEA DINNER - MINLEY MANOR

a.  The QGEA Dinner will be held at Minley Manor on Friday, 14th May 1982 at
7430 pem, for 8 p.m. Dress will be black tie

be  There will be a choice either of a cold buffet or curry and the cost, which
will be subsidised from QGEA funds, will be £6,50 per head including pre-
dinner drinks and wine.

Ce Regrettably attendance must be limited to 70, therefore to avoid
disappointment, it is suggested that you forward the attached tear-off
slip and cheque made payable to the QGEA as soon as possible.

Major P W Cook RE
Secretary QGEA

Regimental Headquarters RE
Brompton Barracks
CHATHAM Kent

QGEA DINNER - 14 MAY 1982

1. I Wish tO attend the QGEA Dinllel‘ With ] L] L ) L] 3 ® L] [ ] . . L] - L] L[] L] L] L] L [ ] L] o
2. I/We will probably wish « « « « « « cold buffet and . . « o o o o o o curry.

3o Encloses is a cheque for £ . . . . .

Name ©P 0000000000000 0 0000000 NLIRLICEOIBIOOCCOOOOGIROGS
Address 9000000000000 000s 00T IVRELOREOIERECBRIOCOGOTOSY
PO 000 0EP A0SO RDBO00SERRCEOROPRIBIREOROERAEDSSD
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