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EDITORTAT,

AL though the financial winds may blow coldly over
Brisain as a whole, they have been lind to the GEA.
98 members have paid, or are in the process of paying
treir £15 Capital Life subscription. The Committee
emsulted Cox & Kingsabout the investment of this money
md the other assessts of the GEA. Due to the parlous
ctate of the Stock Market, we were able to buy 6i%
‘reasury Loan at a very good price; this, with the
roney in the Deposit Account: will give us a return of
rearly £200 a year which should cover our estimated
annual expenditure with a little to spare.

While all may be rosy on the financial front, there
have been some reverses on the social sector. The
Committee felt that GOR parties held in Chatham were
too difficult for members living west of London to get
to, and they laid on a GORs party at Farnborough in June.
Unfortunately it had to be cancelled, partly because of
lack of support - only two members said that they would
come - and partly because the WD « cavilled at providing
o minibus for the GORs from Chatham to Farnborough.

It was all very disappointing, not least for those
Gurkhes who had been looking forward to seeing their
old BO sahebs again., The GEA table at the RE Dinner
was snother disappointment. The table was cancelled
through lack of support but reinstated at the last
moment. Eventually ohly General John Bowring, Malcolm
Canpbell, Peter Harvey and Charles Spottiswoode sat at
ths GEA table. So far, there have been only three
takers for the GERA Annual Party at Minley on September
#74h., Charles Spottiswoode, whc will be organising it
zs George Ritchie is going to Manchester, urgently
wnts to know how many to cater for. Flease complete
fre slin which is enclosed in the Newsletter and send
it to Charles as soon as possible.



The GM paid a short visit to the UK and Tony Kerr
put on, at very short notice, an excellent GORs party
. for him at Chatham on 12th July... The GM.and Bhim saheb,
the QGOO, were in excellent form, and there was a
particularly mitho and toothsome bhat cooked by your
actual Gurkhas. All the GORs seemed to be in good heart.
A number of them were attending Class 3 trade courses to be
followed straight away by Class 2. This is a new policy
in the Regiment. SSgt Jogindrasing Gurung appeared with
his usual sangfroid to be coping with a Clerk of Works coursej
he did not seem to be dismayed by the fact that several of the
other students on the course had alrady passed their Higher
National Certificate, The last Gurkha to go on this course
was Raibahadur Sahi. GCurkha Clerks of Works will be
supernumery to the Regiment's establishment and will be
mainly stationed in Nepal. This will provide an avenue
of promotion for the more technically minded,

There is a long article in this jssue on the Gurkha
Welfare Trust, Most of us contributed to it, and it is
interesting to know how well the Trust is progressing,
As we sit fatly in front of the colour telly, moaning
about the mortgage repayments, it is perhaps salutary
- o0 remember how hard and dangerous life in Nepal is.

Hank Boweh says that there are still five G.E.
joc-bucket drums in stock at £4.50, They are very
nice indeed; seven have been sold in UK and 24 in
the Regiment. Hank also holds a stock of GE ties ab
£1,52 and a few copies of "Gurkha Sapper at £5.

There have been some Committee changes. Tony
Kerr, who is off to Germany, has handed over to Peter
Druitt, The way that the GEA money has been invested
necessitates the appointment of an Investment Secretary
nominated by the Commandant; at present this is
John Getley.

The Editor made a wee slip in the last Newsletter.
£250 and not £500 was received from the-Corps from the
Comtemorative Cover,
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REGIic: J%AL ISl TTER

T know it is o2ly a goms, but 1% ¢id not feel like it
when s ftoos 3 =% AGR “n the Mzpal Cup final on
21 ¥eb, Fp-atators wore ' a1l round the piteh, and
the massed Pinas aand Druns bad $o fight their way onto the
field., CO 6 ¢R ond X sither side of the Major General -
to keep us apari, ne swid. The gows is reported elsewvhere
but one of the most gratifying things about our vietory was
the gemmine pleasure that other psople seemed to gain from it.
It is difficul’ to apportion credit. Some must go to:all those
whohave worked so hard in the past to build cur team,
particularly the past Gurkha Majors. A great deal must go to
the present GM, and to this year's coach, W011 Briggs. But
in the end it is the team that really counts, and “hey were
magnificient, The gutters ran with beer on the night of
the 21st and some say that the GM was seen dancing with the
Bahun at 4 am, but of course that cannot be true!

=
had %

The first three months of this period were devoted to
retraining. The first month was speut cn shooting and basic
military skills, followed by two months of combat engineer
training and NCO Cadres. A series of crash cadres were run
to bring the backlog of older soldiers,who did not have
combat engineer 11, up to this standard (recruits are now
trained straight to class 11.) 67 Squadron were responsible
for this training, and Bob llewns put together the jigsaw
puzzle of rotating four cadres through twelve subjects in
eight weeks. It was a most complicated process, but resulted
in 100 men passing out as combat engineer 11 in front of the
MGBG at the end of the course. Bob llewns, the QSIs and their
team of instructors and admin NCOs deserve a great deal of
credit for their efforts. Meanwhile 68 Sqn ran a junior I'COs
cadre covering the aspects of combat engineering which are
most relevant to our role in Hong Kong. .
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The three months represented a pleasant change for the
Squadrons, working to a fixed timetable, with time for
soort on most days, in contrast to the variety and
unexpectedness of tasks that come their way during the
rest of the year. There was a planned break of ten
days in the middle of the cadte programmes, when Tom
Dornan had all the men to build stsunds for the Queens
Birthday Parade. For the second year running on this
chore, Tom seems to have found favour in the eyes of
the Major General.

In early ilay we returned to our round of engineer -
préojects and overseas exercises. 67 Squadron's main
preoccupation has been the develorment ofthe Castle Peak
Range complex, Already various Squadrons, Gurkha, Support
and visiting UK-bascd, have built sections of road and a moving
target anti-tank weapon range., This year we hope to complete
the access roads, and possibly build a hard target, a 300 m
gallery range, and a 100 m fixed target range. Plans depend
largely on the availability of funds, a subject on which
decisions are hard tocome by in the present climate, but it
is likely that there will be work for us for a long time at
Castle Peaks... In conjunction with the Survey Branch, we
have also set out markers all round the range, in extremely
rugged .country, to define its limits - excellent training
for our surveyors, In addition 67 Squadron have completed
various jobs on the Border, and have had another holiday
improving the facilities at the CTF's bungalow in Sai Kung.

68 Squadron have completed a large number of relatively
minor tasks. The removal of the Bailey Bridge at the start
of the military engineer built Kuk Keng road, now replaced
by a permanent bridge, was made more interesting by the
structures which had sprung up around it since it was put
in five years ago. Robin Lavies and his troop built three
sports grounds in Urban areas, each of which had its own
problems, including the use of mules on one site, Richard
Beazley blew up some disused buildings - a training project
of course, but the. firm concerned showed their anpreciation,
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Pete Szhib completed the structural alterations to the
Perowne Cinema, to give us a much more useful size of
hall, and to give the GM his heart's desire, an indoor
badminton court. Richard Beazley and his trocp alsobuilt
a complicated masonry wall, for teaching climbing
techniques to would-be mountaineers, at the Cutward Bound
School, and rebuilt the assault course at the training
camp in Sai Kung.,

Overseas exercises become more and more exciting,
We have now established the precedent that, apart from
sending a troop with an infantry company when ajpropriate,
we are also allocated our fair share of Squadron exercises.
Because of the Squadrons' essential commitments in Hong
Kong, we tend to send a Sqn HQ and two troops, reinforced
with a troop from the other Sgn, and sometimes one or more
platoons of infantry assault pioneers. 67 Squadron went
to Brunei last year, and 68 Squadron are there now. It
is almost certain that 67 Squadron will go to the Solomon
Islands at the end of the year. On arrival in the
particular far-flung outpost, Squadrons do a amixture of
straightforward jungle training and minor engineer projects,
where possible . combiningcthe two, Tom Dornan and hie broops
have just returned from Fiji, where they built a foot
suspension bridge - the longest in the Islands - and were
clearly looked after very well. On arrival in the village
where they were to live, Tom was offered a wife, but quite
reasonably. refused on the grounds that it was only four
months since he had acquired one in Hong Kong! Robin
Lavies and his troop are now in Fiji, and we wait with
interest to hear their tales when they return.

On the Regimental side, there has been the normal
round of events. The Colonel of the Regiment and ILady
Jackson vigited us in February. He was actually in the
air as the Nepal Cup final was beirgplayed, and it was
gratifying to be able to answer his first question in
the affirmative! They were unfortunately only with us
for two days, which meaut a very tignt programme. They
met a great many members of the Regiment, and wherever
they were, the Nepal Cup occupied a place of honour.
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It was a great pleasure to have them here, and the
families in particular were delighted to meet Lady
Jackson. The Colonel opened our rew British Sergeants
Mess, and drew the first piht. This has been a

successful venture, and officers who allow themselves

to be ambushed there at lunch time must not expect to

do any work in the afterncon! Brigedier John Whitehead
carried out our FFR inspection in March, and in April we
paraded for the MGBG, Major General Burnett.

Captain (QG0) Bhimbahadur Gharti has carried the tradition
of Syuadron social evenings from 67 Sguadron to 68 and -
both now hold them once a quarter - sometimes on consecutive
nights! These are a most worthwhile institution. The
whole Squadron, British, Gurkha, wives, children, sunars,
sweepers, Uncle Tom Cobley and all, meet for bhat and beer,
the whole thing financed by games which are impossible to
win, Our new kindergarten does not seem to have had a.
mention yet., It was opened last November in the old
Perowne Sergeants Mess, and runs very successfully from
9-12 daily. In the afternoon the building is used for
teaching Gurkh-~ wives to read and write Nagri, ard in

the evening it is an all ranks families c¢lub. Nobody

can say we do nct make full use of that particular
building, Finally we now have a British wives club,

which meets once a month, and is organised by Jear

Jury., It fulfils an important function as our families
are so spread out that without it they would hardly

ever meet.

Several officers have been on treck.. Bob Newns
came back a shadow of his former self, David Corsellis
and Bill Ghesshyre went together and led one another
astray. John and Anne Wheeley combined a trek with a
delayed honeymoon in India. I went to a very
neglected part of the East, Udaipur Garhi, ahd met.
amongst others Major (QGO) Dharmalal Thapa, Lt. (QGO)
Mitraman Rai and Ssgt- Jogmani Rai, all in good spirits.
We also all met some of the QGOs living in Dharan and
Paklihawa, but this is hardly news anymore!
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In the sporting world we won the Nepal Cup - or
have I menticred that already? Our other successes
are listed elsewhere, In particular 67 Sqn had a
successful football season, and 68 Sqn excelled at
hockey. Our performance in the Khud race waszagain..
dismal, and John Worthington, an experienced cross
country runner, has been charged with raising the
standard in the Regiment.

The Sapper Bowl was won by C Tp 67 Squadron,
with Clive. Lowe personally leading his troop to
victory in the Khud race, orienteering and athletics.
The Reglmental shooting produced some interesting
results; Capt (QGQ) Embahadur Gurung was Champion-
at-arms for the fourth time in his career., The QGOs
won the knock~out falling plate competition, and to
everyone!s: astonishment, the Commandant's invitation
team of BOs beat the RSM's invitation team of WOs and
Sgts, at falling plate.

In the Hong Kong rifle meeting we were the top
non~infantry Major unit, beating both British
Battalions, and being close: behind the Gurkha
Battalions. Three of our Nepal Cup players were
selectedhfor the Nepalese team in the Asian under --

26: championship in Bangkok.. They did not.win,.but -
had: some great exper’ences,.including returning via'UK.

Apart from those:already:mentionedy. cursvisitobss:.:.
have included the CBF, Lieutenant General Sir Edwin .
Bramall, KCB, OBE, MC; Chief Engineer UKLF, Brigadier
Merrell; Cammander 51, Brigade,, Brigadier:-Sibbalds:...
AAG AG?Z, Colonel Brearley-Smitliy:: Colonel” E5, Colonel:-
Wheatleys:: and last:. but not least.Dom.Verschoyle with
an MOD team.



Bon Newns has left us, and been replaced by
John Pinel from a University Cadetship. Our WRVS,
Betty Winn, left covered in garlands and a beamtiful
pendant from the families, to be replaced by Chris
Gooch, who used to work with GTR families., The
AQ side of HQLF has received a large injection of
Gurkha Engineer talent in the shape of John
Elderkin as Colonel AQ and Ian Slater as AQMG.

We were all delighted that Cpl Harising Gurung
received the BEM for his outstanding work with 67
Squadron last year, building the Tai Ling rifle range.
We have commissioned one new QGO, Nandalal Limbu,
during the period. We continue to send as many men
as possible on UK courses, and have had up to thirty
there at any one time. Notably the GM is now in
UK on a visit, and Ssgt Jogindrasing Gurung has
started his Clerk of Works course.

Life continues to be full and interesting, and
we can only hope that any defence cuts that occur,
will fall elsewhere than on the innocent head of
The Gurkha Engineers.

Confidentail Renort

On a confidetial report on a plant Cpl, following
the completion of a large plant project were the
words: " ’

", .. and has since been recovering and servicing
his machine,"
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OFFICERS AND WARRAMNT CFFICERS

SERVING

WITH THE REGIMENT AS AT 3C JUNE - 1974

BOs & QGOs

BG -

67 SQN -

68 SQN -

Commandant

2IC

Adjutant

Trg Offr
Paymaster

Ed Offr.
Gurkha Major
Head Clerk
Asst Trg Offr.
Gurkha QM

RHG Tp QGO/Gurkha
Families Offr-

0C

21C

QM

A Tp Comd

B Tp Comd

C Tp Comd
Gurkha Captain
4 Tp QGO

B Tp QGO

C Tp QGO :
Sp Tp QGO/MTO

0C
210
QM

1 Tp Comd
2 Tp Comd
3 Tp Comd

1t Col.
Maj

Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt

Maj (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
Capt(QGO)
1t (QGO)

Lt (QGO)

Maj

Capt
Cap?t
Capt

Capt
Capt(QGO)
Capt(QGO)

Lt (QGO)

Maj
Capt
Maj

2Lt
Capt
Capt
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J.H. Edyyards RE

J.C. Getley RE

D.J.R. Stack RE

J.F. Wheeley RE

E.P. Heaton RAPC

S.G. Thornborough RAEC
Kesarbahadur Limbu
James Bhujel

Ganesh Chhetri
Indrakamal Tarang

Ramparasad Rai

D.H.G. Corsellis
J.A, Ris,

R. Jury,

T.C. Dornan

B SEHd

C.\. Lowe
Embahadur Gurung
Tikara]j Rai

Makardhoj Sahi

P.J. Worthington
W.J. Chesshyre
G. Thompson
(also acts as QM
J.A. Pinel
P.R.W. Lavies
R.M, Beazley

Q)

HEHEEEE



68 SQN -

Inter;tour Leave

Gurkha Captain Capt(QGO)
1 Tp GGO Capt(QGO)
2 Tp QGO Lt (QGO)
3 Tp QGO " Lt (QG0)
Sp Tp QGO/MTO Lt (QGo)
HC. BGD Dharan  Capt(QGO)
QGO0 Capt(QGO)
HIC . TCBG. Capt(QGO)
Translation Team Lt (QGO)
Capt J.G. Baker RE

Capt B. Taylor RE

Capt W.T.R. Thackwell RE

On Nepal Ieave

Gurkha WOs

Lt (QGO)

it (QGO)

RSM WO

SSM 67 Sgn W02

SSM 68 Sqn W02

ORQMS Wo2

RQMS WoR

QMST Ssgt

= 2] -

Bhimbahadur Gharti
Pete Limbu
Vandalal Limbu
Kusalsing Gurung
Ichabahadur Rai BEM

Johntenzing Lepcha
Bhimbahadur Gurung
Bharatsing Limbu

Balkrishna Pradhan

Sunar Gurung BEM (Returns Oct 74)
Nerbahadur Gurung (Returns Wov 74)

Lokbahadur  Gurung
Tekbahadur  Gurung
Ekbahadur Gurung
Premkedar Sherpa
Hirasing Gurung
Mohanlal Limbu



BRITISH ¥0S AND NCOS WITH THE REGIMENT
AS AT 30 JUNE 74

WO2 Macdonald R.J. BE QMSI Sigs RIX;
Wo2 Riley  P.J.D. BB QMSI RIG
Wo2 Briggs, 0. RE RQMS R
WoR Sidaway, D. I SQMS RHG _
Wo2 Reast, F. R MPF 67 Sqn
Wo2 Gath, E. R SQMS 6% Sqn
Wwo2 Sullivan, R.T.J. FME Art Vehs 67 Sgn
Ssgt Handysides, R. BAPC Pay Clk Div 2 RHQ
Ssgt Bringhurst, W. & C of W (C) 6" Sgn
Ssgt Collingwood,C.R. SEME Art Vehs. 68 Sqn
St Phillips, A. RAPC Pay Clk Div 3 67 Sqn
Sgt Clarke, M.R. RAPC Pay Clk Div 3 68 Sqn
L/Sgt  Bate, R. F  Plant Fir 67 Sqn

Recently Departed BOs & BORs.

Capt R.A. Newns R RMA Sandhurst

Wwo2 Geany, J.P. IE HQ FE 1 (BR) Corps

wo2 Standish,G.S. EE Junior Leador& Regiment EE
Ssgt Shepherd, B, R 14720 Kings Hussars LAD
Ssgt Greenaway, FEME RAOC Trg Centre.

Order - Counter Order seeesss

Ten minutes after the Movements Branch had assured us that
Tom Dornan and his troop, returning from Fiji, were delayed
indefinitely in Townsville, Australia, he rang up from Kai Tak.
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SPORTS RESULTS

FOOTBALL ™

a. MNepal Cup -~ Winner The Gurkha Engineers

b. HQLF Competition

(1) Major Unit League Runners .

Up The Gurkha Engineers

(2) Div 1 Minor Unit
League

Winner 67 Gurkha Fd Sgn

(3) 23" Trophy Winner 67 Gurkha Fd Sgn

HOCKEY
a. HQLF 6-A-Side - Winner The Gurkha Engineers
YAt Team, -
HQLF 6-A-Side - Winner The Gurkha Engineers
oo 'B! Team

b. 48 Bde Minor Unit
Hockey League

SAPPER BOWL

Winner 68 Gurkha Fd Sqn.

1st - C Tp 67 Sgn
2nd - B Tp 67 Sqn
3rd - 3 Tp 68 Sen



A VISIT TO THE GCURKHA ENGINEERS

BY TH: COLONEL A'D HIS5 TLADY

bY eev... Major J.C. Getley, BRR.

General and Lady Jackson, were able to stay with us over
the last weekend in February during a hectic visit fo Hong
Kong. It was the end of a busy period; it was Brigade of
Gurkhas week; the Regiment had just won the Nepal Cup and
there was a egimental Wedding at the weekend.

We first saw General Bill and Lady Jackson when they
arrived at the Mess on Friday evening looking incredibly
fresh hardly an hour since they had stepped off the RAF
scheduled flight from Brize Norton. This was no illusion
either for it was well after midnight before they left for
the Pearl Island Hotel. As usual the Pipes and Drums on the
floodlit Mess lawm in their No. 1 dress made the evening.
After the sets and the requests had been played and before
they marched away Lady Jackson spoke to each member of the
Pipes and Drums. The Pipe Major was able to show her his
silver pipes which had just arrived from Edinburgh and were
being used for the first time. ‘

On Saturday morning Lady Jackson visited the Families
Hospital and several Gurkha Tuarters before joining General
Bill at The Childrens School. It was a holiday but the
children were present weeding the flower garden and cleaning
the vegetable plot. In the Kindergarten wing of the school
the toddlers were busy with their paintings. The visitors
were sufficiently pleased with what they saw as to ask the
Headmaster for an extra half holiday for the whole school,

After the school visit the Jacksons joined in the
traditional Officers, Sergeants and family group photos
before General Bill was called off to open the new British
WO's and Sgts Mess at midday. The Mess is a converted
classroom on Gordon Hard., From the outside it looks little
different from the other huts in the area. Inside it is
delightful.
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There is the best of Barracks furniture, a small varnished
wood and bracs bar and many attractive fitltings from the
old ETC Kluang Mess. The PMC greeted General Bill outside
and invited him to open the door, to pull the first pint
and to accept an engraved beer tankard. Uhen this was
accomplished, drinks and excellent small eats were served
to a large number.

In the afternoon the Commander British Forces had sent
his launch up and the party was able to cross over to Lan Tau
for an hour's walk in the beautiful hills with a fine Scotch
mist in their faces. At the half way point some of the ladies
attempted to re-embark at a small pier and nearly put the
launch aground., On the return trip we had tea in the small
warm cabin, disembarking at the Tai Lam Marine Police just
as the wihd started to blow up. )

In the evening the Gurkha Major asked General and Lady
Jackson to his Mess for an entertainment and bhat. The former
was a dslightful set of thirteen dances by the school children,
They were mainly traditional butthe Cubs were given a couple
of opportunities to make buffoons of themselves. Sadly the
wind was now nearly gale force and the end wall in the Romney
Hut which was the scene of the entertainment was still out for
repairs. .This nearly caused the artists to be blown off the
stage into the audience. The bhat, cooked by the Gurkha
Quartermaster, Lt (QGO) Indrakamal Tamang, was outstanding and
withh full tummies the guests left at about eleven p.m,

{ When General and Lady Jackson left us on Monday morning
we were all extremely. sorry to see them go and we look forward
to their next visit which we trust will not be too long in
coming,

Tek ephorge Directory Amendment

Add "WIJEE: EU K.F. Cadt - Perowne 218"
Strangly the number of the training officer,

Captain o.F. Wheeley.
P - 16 -



WEPAL CUP FINAL 1974
by
LT (QGO) James Bhujel

For the first time in 26 years existence, the
Gurkha Engineers became the proud winner of the Nepal
Cup, which is the most renowed and cofeted football
trophy of the Brigade of Gurkhas.

The final match against 6GR was played at Sek
Kong, in whi'h we beat them by 3 goals to 2.

First half saw both sides struggling hard to
settle in windy conditions. The first goal of the
match was scored by 6 GR after 15 minutes, This may
not have worried our players who seemed to fight back
hard, but it did worry us a lot. To add t~ our set-
back, a further mishap occurred, in that Spr Kunlbahadur
Tamang, one of our outstanding players, broze his leg.
The fracture was a nasty one, it broke like the branch
of a tree. This of course made everyone of u= very
upset and many commented "Well, Nepzl Cup is ot for us.!

But, to our surprise, the standard of play was
improved wh n the substitute came on. Our players fought
back hard and skilfully and LCpl Chandrakesar Thapa, the
right winger, scored an equaliser onlyra fow minutes away
from half time. The result now was that a great confidence
" was restored among our players who played great football.
The real moment of thrill and joy came, when Spr
Jogeshkumar scored a second goal from just outside
the Penalty area. The shot went like an arrow and the
goalkeeper could do nothing but stand locking very
puzzled. A few minutes later, onee again Spr
Jogeshkumar scored the third goal, again from outside
the Penalty area and this also gave no chance at all
to the poor goalkeeper.
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6 GR fought back hard and they were awarded
a penalty which was tucked in. This made the score
3 - 2 with only 5 minutes left,

6 GR, now played with full josh and this made us
worried and we were still uncertain of the final result.
When the final whistle was blown, there were cheers
and some soldiers threw their berets high up in the
air, other umbrellas and raincoats.

The Cup was presented by Major General Brigade
of Gurkhas, Major General E.J.S. Burnett, DSO, OBE,
MC. to the Team Captain, Lt (QGO) Makardjoi Sahi.

There followed many parties to mark this viesory.
On the evening of the match, players were warmly
received and entertained at the QGOs Mess. All
players including coaches (WO 2 Briggs and Sgt Clarke)
and reserves received g garland from the Gurkha Hajor,
Spr Jogeshkumar Pradhan, herd of the day, received

an additional garland from Mrs. Kesarbahadur. Soldiers,
wives, children and a few toddlers thronged the QGOs
Mess to see the ilepal Cup. T'i8 was only a 'mamuli!
gathering to share the happy moment. Big parties
followed and it went on for at least a month and the
Nepal Cup was there wherever the party was held. At a
party given in the QGOs Mess, Gurkha Major saheb
managed to bring Spr Kulbahadur who was then on a
wheel chair - leg in plaster - despite a definite
refusal to let him out from the BMH by the medical
authorities. Many gallons of beer and whisky were
drunk and a great number of chicken legs consumed.

The Gurkha Major thanked the players and coaches for
fulfilling his wish and also said that this victory
has opened a new chapter in the second volume of the
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regimental history and will be recorded in golden letters.
In his closing speech, he said; "Now you have gained
confidence, I hope you will bring this cup again for
years to come,"

Congratnlatory messages from Col of the Regiment,
ex Comuandaris and many other units were received,
0f these, the messages received from 1/2 GR (who
we beat in semi-final 3 - 2) and the Gurkha Signals
are considered interesting, and are repeated below
fornthe information of all GEA Newsletter readers.

1/2 GR
a, Comdt and all ranks wish you every success in
final and hope for a memorable result. Regret

we cannot be there to support.

b. Many Congratulations on Winning. Always knew
we lost to best side.

Gurkha Signals

NGreatness consists in bringing manner of
mischief on mankind, and goodness in removing
it from them," (Henry Fielding 1707-1754). .
Good Luck against 6 GR.
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TEAM

21157030 1Cpl  Lokbahadi® - Gurung - Goalkeeper

21159644 Spr Dilkumar Limbu - Right  Back
(Son of ¥nj (QGO) Sherbahadur Limbu (MVO)

21156718 1Cpl  Hukumra] Thapa - Left Back
(Son of Maj (QGO) Narbahadur  Thapa (MVO)

21155338 Cpl Birhabshadur Limbu - Right Half

21157143 Cpl Milanchandra Gurung - Left Half

21154888 Cpl Kharkabzhadur Gurung - Centre Half

21158947 Spr Bhagawatiparsad Pradhan- Centre  Forward

21159033 Spr Jogeshkumar Pradhan- Inside Right

21158070 Spr Kulbahadur Tameng - Inside Left

21157107 LCpl  Chandrakesor Thapa - Outside Right
LT (QGO) Makardjoj Sahi - Outside Ieft

RESERVES

21158953 Spr Dambersing Gurung

(Son of Hon. Lt. Amarbahadur Gurung MBE and substitute for
Spr. Kulbahadur Tamang. )

21158993 Spr Tulse Thapa
21158715 Spr Minbahadue Gurung
21152951 Cpl Mehersing Gurung.
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GBA/GEA EVENTS

GEA ANNUAL PARTY on Friday 27th September at the RE Mess
Minley Manor. Cost will be £ a head. Dress: black tie.

The party is being organised by Charles Spottiswoode, who
will send out full details of the arrangements. Flease
complete the enclosed letter, together with a cheque, and
send it by lst September to Charles if you want to go.

GEA AWUUAL GENERAL MEETING at 4.00.p.m. on Friday
8th November at the United Services and Royal Aero Club,.

GB DINNER on Friday 8th November at 7.00. for 7.30.p.m.
2t the United Services and The Royal Aero Club. Tickets
which will cost about £5.45-£6,00 inclusive of wine, are
obtainable from the BGLO, Lt.Col I. Elliott, OBE, BGLO,
Ministry of Defence (Army), Lansdowne House, Berkeley Square,
London, WIX 6AA. Dress is black tie and miniatures.

GORs PARTY in Chatham sometime in late November. Betails
will be given out by the G.E.L.O. at the AGM.

GURKHA MAJOR

Capt (QGO) Bhimbahadur Gurung,the present QGOO, will be
taking over as GM in the spring of 1977, The present GM,
Major (QGO) Kesarbahadur Limbu says that when he retires he
wants to farm his land.
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GURKHAS ON UK GCOURSES - 1974 - 75
NO.  RANK WAVE COU SE - AUG :SEPT { OCT | HOV | DEC | JAN , FEB | MAR  APR | MAY ~JUNE JULT AUG
£ = - I A RN S L : 1
' H i t 1
58086  Spr Dhanbahadur Gurung P&PFtr 2 —-H—-»I 13 | ! ; | | i l ! 1
56734  Spr Ramkaji Gurung P & P Ftr 1 SRS X ; ; | i i ;
59349 Spr Lalbahadur Tamang Welder 2 , —4 ! | : ' ;
44416 Ssgt  Jogindrasing Gurung C of W (C) ! 4 : ~12 i | | % ';
56953  Spr Dambarsing Gurung Metal VWorker 3 -9 i ' ; l | f . |
51530 Cpl Dhanjabahadur  Rai Ftr P11 ! -6 | | | | | i
554,36 LCpl  Birbahadur Limbu Svy Engr 2 ' : : R : | ; j
56718 I1Cpl  Hukumra]j Thapa " " i ! -~ | ‘ i : | |
52488 Cpl Bombahadur Gurung P&D1 e 0225 i | | i i
52951  Cpl Mehersing Gurung Cbt Engr 1 — ' 1 : . : |
59351  Spr Tilakraj Thapa. Bricklayer 3 S 1 ! 1 i
54273 Sgt  Lakpa Tshering Bhotia NBC 9 I ‘ i i . :
55294  Sgt Damarkesar Newar " —9 i t ! ! ; |
57109 Spr Sukbahadur Ghale Ftr PL 2 fooseinai du23 4 o Lorommmet s, 2 |
54817 Cpl  Balaram Rai Adv Piper Fssnsiieas 30 - I — 1 9 ;
52965 LCpl Rajendralal Newar Elect 2 RS -7 ]l T ;
56719  Spr Bhubarsing Gurung Dvr Spec (C) 2 !..30 20 5 i
55956  Spr Gopalkrishna Gurung n n ‘i 430 20 l ! l
57663 Spr  Damberbahadur  Limbu " L Do 30 —-——--20 ; ' |
52497 Cpl Tekansing Gurung " J SR S— 30 20 | i -
58674  Spr Purnabshadur Limbu n u T 130 20 I v | |
58089 Spr Imanhang Limbu Svy Engr 2 ! T A | 26 ' i
58070 Spr Kulbahadur Tamang C&J 3 : o 11 14 i ;
54881 1Cpl  HMinbahadur Gurung Ftr Eng 2 . S X y - S R S SV SO (S N C— i ~ 11
60293  Spr Be jaybahadur Gurung Fer 3 e L EAE RRTRITTEIIRPPRPeS 118 ii +-11
47815 W02 Ekbahadur Gurung Master Coach  liviiii.. oo | .................... 9-13 !
57143 Cpl  Milanchandra  Gurung Cbt Engr 1 4o - (e g |9 17
55338 Cpl Birkhabahadur ILimbu Cbt Engr 1 | e i oh THT T | 9 417
51539 Cpl Motiram Gurung Cbt Engr 1 lewseune lssiateaseiries i 9 17
55449 LCpl  Kumarsing Rai Army Adv. Diver — |oeeenjenndon b s ine .13 -4=-20
52795 1Cpl Egendrasbahadur Mall Ftr PL 1 leswpedssssadaritasnsbe v 13 1.2
55875 LCpl  Khimbahadur Gurung POM 2 0 pesssealicnipeoiien i 13 -8
59652 Spr  Keshav Thapa POM 2 Resssesa|ueaisdie gl aisiing 13 .- -8
58947  Spr Bhagawatiparsad Pradhan POM 2 e  (RERRTRTRY CRTERECRER) SRPRPRPRER! 13-4 .8
5902  Spr Dambersing Gurung PO 2 S— l SRS, (RITRANE. (SRSSIT [emean 13 L " 8
59033 Spr Joge shkumar Pradhan POM 2 — B R e 13 .8
59021  Spr Krishnakumar Rai POM 2 [ —— Y S—  — ik . . ig
=27 = - 23 -




BRIGADE OF GURKHAS NEHS

The Commanding Officers of the Gurkba Battallons are:-
1/2 GR, Digby Willoughby; 2/2 GR, Hugh Rose; 6 GR, Colin Scott;
7 GR, Keith Robinson; 10 GR, Chris Pike. Brig Birdie Smith
is comnanding the L of C and Brig John Whitehead has 48 Bde.
Brig Ronnie iMacAlister is to be the next MGBG after Bunny
Burnett., WNorman Roberts is Dep Comd (Col) of 8 Inf Bde.
Tain Elliott is BGLQO at the Var Office.

10 BR, as well as running Bisley, won the Maj or Units
Championship which covers GPMG, SMG and rifle., They also
provided the winner of the Queens Medal, Cpl Surjasing Rai.

Some years ago, the Brigade used to use the Men's bar
at Hatchetts as an RV and there was a book kept behind the
bar in which officers entered their names and UK contact
addresses so that their friends could keep in touch while
they were in UK. After a fire Hatchetts completely lost
its chsracter and the book was lost. The BGLO's office has
found a new RV in the shape of "The Samuel Pepys" in Clarges
Street, just round the corner from Lansdowne House, The
proprieter is a Mr, Hyatt, who not only runs a pleasant
and comfortable pub with good light lunches, but is a
convinced 'Gurkha-phile', having saved quite a lot of money
for the Welfare Appeal. A new Brigade Visitors Book has
now been placed behind the bar, and Mr. Hyatt is delighted
to accept the custom of officers af the Brigade.

BRIGADE OF GURKHAS PIPE BAND MUSIC

Pipe music played by The Gurkha Engineers
Pipes & Drums and taped in cassette are
now obtainable for sale at £1. 25.

Members wishing to buy them are to contact/write to

Adjt,
The Gurkha Engineers,
BFPO 1
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BANGKOK

by
SPR.__BHAGAWATIPRASAD PRADHAN

Thailand is mostly flat, fertile and warm,
possessing a total area of about two hundred thousand
square miles, nearly half of which is covered by
forests. She shares her borders with four other
countries, Burma, Malaysia, Cambodia and Laos. Her
population of thirty-three million is made up of &
wide veriety of ethnic groupd, though by far the largest
is of course the Thais themselves, The capital of
Thailand is Bangkok which lies mear to the Gulf of Siem.

It was April 13 1974, when I first arrived in
Bangkok. We were there to represent Nepal in the 16th
Asian Youth Football Tournament, There were six Brigade
of Gurkhas players representing Nepal; out of six, 3
were from Gurkha Engineers and rest of others were from
Kathmandu valley. We had flown from Kathmandu and the
journey took us sbout two and half hours. From the airport
we went straight to the custom house, and after our
belongings were checked we boarded a bus which was waiting
outside the airport. Then we headed towards the unknown
destination. After about an hour we approached a big town,
which was Bankok city as I discovered later.

The opening ceremony was held on 14th April 74 in the
National Stadium of Thailand. Including Wepal, there were
sixteen other Nations taking part in the tournament. On
the second day of the tournament we had our first game
apainst Korea. The Koreans were full of confidence to beat
us easily with many goals, but they found very hard to do so.
We gave them a big fight. Tor the first 15 minutes of the
game there was no scores for both sides. Unfortunately in
25th minute of the first half they were given a penalty,
and the Korean centre forward made no mistake. In the
first half they were leading by 1 goal.
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Our equalizer goal came in the 30th minute of
the second half. Tt was the second goal for Nenal
gince 1971, when they scored a goal against India
in Japan. There was only two minutes left for the
final whistle, when the Korean inside right booted
a tremendous shet from 15 yards into our net, that
our goalie Loku had no chance of saving it. That
made the final score 2 goals to 1.

Wle played six matches in -Bangkok, but. we lost
every game except the one against Taiwen in the
consolation round. On 30th April 74 it was the
closing ceremony and the final match of the
Tournament, Iran versus India. They played full
time and extra time, but the game ended in a draw,
two goals for each side., So they were both
proclaimed as joint winners of the cup. The prizes
were given avay by the President of the F,I.F.A. Mr.
Stanley Rous. It was a big moment for us when we
received the fair play trophy and 4th place trophy
of: the consolation round,

Yhen our qualifyinf match was over we started to
go around the town. We hired a- three wheeled taxi
(which is known as a samalor in Bangkok).and headed
towards the Patanam town. The roads in Bangkok are
very wide in most of the town. On the roadsides there
are seven or eight storey buildings with a shop on the
ground floor and offices and other apartments above.
There are also little wooden huts and stands where
they keep fruits, vegetables and flowers to sell.

The flower garlands are mainly used as a personal
decoration (mainly girls) or they are offered as
homage to the Lord Buddha.
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ssion wz gobl as we arrived in
that thore sesised to be iore

J aqno ¢ cars than those from other countries

on ithe strests of Jangkel, 2nd morc Jasanese
notorcycles tlhan therc arc in ilong Hong. Bangkok
being flat ond alvays warm is iéchIy suited to
two whesled travel. We storped the somnlor, naid

thz fare and started to wall scrogs the towm,

In most varts of the town in Bangkok most of
the ncople scemed to wear simplce shirts .nd trouscrs
vitrout o tic, but ths cdress of the women and sirls
ofTcred considerably meré vericty. Many of the
older women worc native costumc, a white blousc and
o long densely patterned skirt that rcachod all the
way down to tac snkle, or o plain blouse and garong.
“he girls ssemed to prefer bell botioms, miaiskirts
or western styled swarer dresses in bright Thai silk,

In Bangkok therc ~re many new and big westcrn
styled hotcls that have ‘nﬂllsn nnies and usc
Anecrican vriezs. Thero are also air conditioned
movie houses, expensive nlght clubs, coffes houseg and
regtaurants of all nationalities. There are of
course Inumerable Thai and Chinese restaurants in the
streets. Thc U.5. dollar is accepted everywhere
including most of Sunday markets and small shows.

The peconls of Thailand a
anC alwvays look uﬂlllnb. 105 a
2C.° Thai muslins ~nd atout 15% arc llindus. There are
many pagedos in thgkok, wllch 1ool very beautiful
with thcir multi-colour gold-pgcruu ted wnlls, rcofs
tiled in gleazing green, orange and blue, and the doncs
in ths gold 0010ﬂr. - The Uc:uhcr in the —~orning =nd in
the cvening it's a bit coolcr, but in the aftornoon it's
very hot., iost of thc tims il rains in Jangkol,

re very fricadly, {rank
ssc arc Ruddhisis
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There is not any beach suitable for-swimming
in Bangkok but ttere -are swimming pools in most
~of the hotels. The ncarest beach from Bangkok is

Pataya which is about 150 miles- south-east of
Bangkok, where the tourists and Thai peoble go in
weekends for swimming in the sea and sunbathing.
There are also hotels for swimming in the sea and
sunbathing. There are also hotels and bungalows
provided for the tourists and holiday makers. Out
of Bangkok city it is almost like Malaysia,

I stayed in Bangkok for nineteen days and the
lovely city of Bangkok made me feel I wanted to stay
there as long as I could. We had: flown back to
Kathmandu on 3rd May, 1974.

Squadron Orders

A1l orders are now writfen in Eﬁglish, hence:
S.W. Divets )

Slow Water Divers )

Pay Scourt

Shouting (Shooting?)

Draughts Man ,

A1l ramks are reminded that umbrella is not to be
worn in. uniform..
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THE GURKHA WELFARE TRUSTS

You may like to know how the £1 million raised for the
Gurkha Welfare Appeal is managed and administered.

The Trusts:

The charity for which the appeal was made was the
Gurkha Welfare Trust, As the appeal progressed,
other Trusts were bought in with it,-

The main Gurkha Welfare Trust is registered as a
charity in the UK. Separate from it is the Gurkha
Welfare Malaysian Appeal Trust set up for the
administration of the money raised in ialaysia, and
registered there.

The fourth charity is the Sir Omar Ali Education Fund
which originated from £50,000 generously given by HH
The Sultan of Brunei, This provides about 40 scholar-
ships for Gurkha boys at the High Schools at our two
depots in Nepal.

The Canadian Appeal Committee will be either setting up
a separate Trust or handing over the money raised in Canada
to the Royal Canadian Iegion to hold in trust on behalf of
the Gurkha Welfare Trust. It is planned to transfer the
money raised in Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and
the USA to Canada so as to avoid the UK dollar premium on
overseas investments,

The Managing Trustees:

The Managing Trusteec for the three charities so far in
existence are the Major General Brigade of Gurkhas (who

is the Chairman), the Colonel Brigade of Gurkhas, one
nominee of each of the four infantry regiments of the
Brigade of Gurkhas, one nominee of the three Cowps regiments,
and one person co-opted by the other Managing Trustees (at
present this is Sr John Saunders, a former Chairman of the
Hong Kong & Shanghai Bank and now a Director of P & 0).

The Managing Trustees normally meet only once a year. To do
so more often would be difficult as the Chairman is in the
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Far Eost and most of the other Trustees are in the UK.
To exercise their responsibilities, therefore, they
appoint ore of their number in- the UK as "Secrstary to
the Managing Trustees", - At present this is Brigadier
Peter Myers, formerly 8 and 10 GR.

Covenants

Nearly a quarter of the money raised by the Appeal

comes from cevenants. Over 1200 are held, and the
majority are for ten years. Tax has to be reclaimed

on each covenant every year. The routine administration
of the covenants is handled by Charities Aid, an
organisation which carries out this work by computer.

M though this costs money, it has enabled the Trusts
office staff to be reduced and an overall saving has
been achieved, -

The Welfare Scheame:

The aim of the Trusts is the relief of poverty, suffering

or distress and the education of Gurkha ex-servicemen and
their families. This is achieved through the Welfare
Scheme, an organisation controlled by the Commander,British
Gurkhas Nepal. Another serving officer stationed in Nepal,
the Brigade Welfare Officer, administers thc Scheme through
23 Area Welfare Centres located throughout the recruiting
areas, Each Centre is manned by ancox Queen's Gurkha Officer,
an assistant and a trained medical assistant, both of whom
are also ex-servicemen. In addition there are two
dispensaries and a few independant medical posts also marined
by trained medical assistants. Honorary Aica Welfare
Officers have also been appointed in Darjeeling, Kalimpong,
Sikkim, and elsewhere in India where there are Gurkha
colonies, e.g. at the Gurkha regimental centres at Dehra
Dun, Shillong and Dharamsala.

Applicants for assistance report to their Area Welfare
Centre or are.visited by.the AWQ or his assistant when
they tour the area. In certain circumstances applicants
travel to the depot to put their cases to the Brigade
Welfare Officer.
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A IEATAGE TAE FIELD ARBAE 102D T

AT
-RT;JL‘JJ_

GC2, O, 230, 0. 2470 0+ T CURN{) .MLFAR™ RUSTS,

Than'"s %o the efiorts ~n. genorosity of past and
9 “

nrasent
members of Gurkha rogivents andl o very largs nwibers of
tr¢ senersl oublic here nnl oversens, tne 1 million target
of ‘the Curkhe 'leli~re Asneal hes been achieved. This is a
remarkable feat and as o result it is now vossible to
arovife o more ~ppovrinte lewel of welrfore assistonce to
those ex servicemcn and their fomilies in need or distress.

Thore arc, however,stme 125,000 Gurlkha ex soldicrs who
have served Britain; with their Cependants nperhaps as
many as 450,000 arc eligible for as:istonce boday. The
bulk of these ex soldiers served in orld 'nr 11, many
between the wars, ~ad some in iordd iar 1. These are

now old men, or sgrowiiy old. ‘thoy ~re incrcasingly in
need of help. Today's soldiers reiurning *o their homes
after serving in ths modern Sritisa Army iu llong Xong or
Znglasd want to sce tneir children given o hetler education
thon that ~vailable at present in the Hills of Tlepel.

An'! every jear the perennizl natural disnsters, famine and

floods, lnncslides and storis, tele their toll,

If we ars to cose at all adequately with these hazards,
with the numbsr of deserving a:siieants for hclp, ca’ if
we ~re to give the younger gencration the holping hand
they deserve, then we st incrence the casitnl of the
Trusts. Don~tions, covenants and sarticularly legacics
will help us do this.

Legoeizs arc aow free of cstate duty. I ask all who have
served, or vho are sorving with Curkhos, to make srovision
for your old coira’es in your wills, Plsasc do this now.
(Proformas cre svailable froa The Curihs “elfare Trusts,
c/o 4AG Bie of Gurkha, Lonsdowme ‘louse, Berkeley Sguare,
WIX 6Ai)e You know thnt after your own fonily therc ore
no morc descrving bencficitrics,

HARDIIIG T PRTHERTON.
L IIO
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Financing the Welfare Scheme:

. An annual grant from the iinistry 8f Defence (at present
£20,000) pays the administrative costs, although it is
necessary to buy some medicines from Welfare funds.
Charity grants, charity pensions and the cost of some
medicines are provided from the Trusts' income, from unit
subscriptions, and from one day's pay contributed annually
by every serving officer and soldier in the Brigade, '

Before the Appeal was launched, the level of expenditure on
welfare assistance was £12,000 per annum from all sources,
including £6,000 from the Army Benevolent Fund. In 1973
over £42,000 was spent on welfare. The breakdown and some
examples of, assistance given are shown in the Annex. 1In
1974, £70,000 will be spent from Trusts' income alone, and
about £6,000 will still be available from the One Day's

Pay Scheme and unit subscriptions. In addition there are
40 scholarships provided through the Sir Omar Ali Fund at

a cost of about £4,500. Thus the Welfare aid has increased
“almost sevenfold in the last six years.

The Future

The level of assistance will rise over the next few years
as convenant payments increase the Trusts capital and as
income from investménts is stepped up. There is. however
a limit to the amount of assistance which present funds
can provide, and if it is to be able to help adequately
all those who need help, including the large numbers of
pre 1947 ex soldiers of Indian Army Gurkha regiments,

the trusts capital must be increased. All contributions,
however small and from whatever source, are only ioo
welcome, Donations should be sent to the Trusts Secretary,
Gurkha Welfare Trusts, Lansdowne House, Berkeley Square,
London WIX 6AA. He will also gladly send a covenant form
t0 those who wish to spread their contributions over seven
or more years and enable the Trust to reclaim tax, This
increases the value ofpayments by 33%. A third method is
to make a bequest. You may know that a recent law allows
bequests to charities to be deducted free of tax from the
value of an estate. In this way it is now possible to make
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sure the money which would otherwise have gone to the
Government goes to the charity of one's choice,

Medical Cases Treated:

by medical assistants: 19,008
by British Military Hospitals ’

as.outpatients: 11,725
as inpatients 360

. SOME FEXAMPLES OF ASSISTANCE GIVEN,
Charity Grants

Fire: The entire village of Kharagaon, consisting of 32 houses
Was burnt to the ground in March 1972, All but 5 houses
belonged to the servicemen of exservicemen. All their stocks
of food and personal possessions were lbst. An immediate issue
of rice, cash and blankets to the value of £952 was made from
the Welfare Scheme. '

Landslides: In August 1972 a landslide destroyed or
rendered useless all the houses and fields of the tiny
village of Samres Chilaune, killing 17 people. An
cxcerviceman described the night of terror as worse than

any ‘shelling he had experience during the war. A torrent

of boulders and water cascaded down with the deafening roar
of gunfire. Another exservicceman, Sgt. Jamparsad Gurung,
returned to find his house had been carried away.- From the
ruins he extracted the bodies of his four children., The body
of his wife was found 2 miles away. Nincteen exservicemen
suffered in this disaster. They werc given a grant of £40,
In Nepal such a sum tides applicants over the immediate crisis
and further grqnts arc made to those who remain in dire
distress.

(BOTE: Each year the Welfare Scheme holps between 350-400
cases of distress caused by landslides)..
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Faminc: Adversc weather can producc lecel famine conditions
and owing to the total lack of normal communications in the
Hills, distribution of rclief supplics is often impossible.
Such a faminc cxisted in Western Nenal in the Spring of
1973 after two bad monsoons, The RAF carried out a four -
weekly sunply dropping opcration distributing food to the
worst affected areas. This was mainly outside the Gurkha
recruiting districts, but these were also affected. iany
exscrvicemen had to sell their valuables and livestock for
whatever pricec thoy were offcered,to buy grain. Others had
to search for whatever cdible stuff they could find., The
Yelfare schemc assisted some 500 faminc cases among
exservicemen, at a cost of over £2,000.

Hail Damage: The village of Lumpek situated at 6,000 f4
on a high ridge was subjected to the full force of six
violent hail storms in threc wecks. The maize crop was
ruined and the leaves, which arc uscd for fodder, were
stripped from the trees. After the first storms the
villagers bought or borrowed sced to resow their maize,
but subsequent storms ruined the resown crop. After two
or three replantings, the villagers' credit became
exhausted and they had no money left either for their
imrediate needs or for the coming year. 1,344 lbs

of rice were bought for the 17 ex-servicemen affacted,
at a cost of £700,

Charity Pensions:

Ex~Rifleman Tanabit Limbu was made rcdundant during the
reduction of the strength of the Brigade of Gurkhas. He
had insufficient service to qualify for a pension. He
subsequently died leaving a widow and three young daughters.
His widow now received® a charity pension of £3.30. per month
vhich although- pitifully small by UK standards, is of
considerable hel» in Nepal.
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Medical Assistance:

The son of an ex-~-soldier, Sgt. Bhimbshadur Gurung, broke
his arm in a fall from a tree. The local medical
assistant expertly anplied a splint and bandages and
advised evacuation to the nearest hospital. He was
carried there in four days by his father and the arm
healed perfectly.,

Ex-Sgt. Dilbahadur Pun, badly mauled by a panther, was
carried five days by porters paid for by the Welfare
Scheme to the British Mllltary Hospltql. He has-now
completely rocovered.

Ex-Sgt Dilbahadur Gurung contracted leprosy, The
Welfarc Scheme paid for two years' treatment at the
Leprosarium at Pokhara until, unfortunatcly, he ddod.

Educational figsistance

Warrant Officer Chandrabahadur Thapa was killed in action
in Bornoec. He left a widow and a son of cight. The
widow had no land and the 1little hut she lived in with
her son was destroyed by fire. All her possessions werc
lost. Living at 8,000 ft. they had to shelter from the
wind and monsoon rain in the cornecr of a cow shed. She
was given a charity grant of £33 to help build a new hut.
She also received a small pension.

But lack of food, clothing and shelter werc the least of
Mrs. Chandrabahadur's worries. "Help me educate my son"
was her wrgent: request The son, who would otherwise have
grown up illiterate, is now ‘being educated at his village
school, thanks to a generous gift from a well wisher in
the UK.
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Lt. (QGO) Balinarayan Pradhancontracted TB and, after
treatment, retired in 195, He volunteered to be the
Honorary Area Welfare Officer in the Darjeeling area.

In 1972 he had a rclapse.and afier seven months treatment
at the British Military Hospital, he died. He left a widow
and four children. His son was at school-in Darjeeling.

To enable him to continue his studies in science he was
awarded a scholarship from the Sir Omar Ali Education Fund.

GURKHA WELFARE ASSISTANCE 1973

Charity Grants Cases Amount Total
Fire: 129 £ 3,581
Iandslides: 659 £ 10,788
TFamine: 173 £ 1,351
Death of Breadwinner: 15 195
Other Reasons:. 602 £ 4,251

1,568 £205166.  £20,166
Charity Pensions: 671 £ 17,275 . £17,275
Scholarships: 40 £ 3,500 £-3,500
Extra Mecicines not covered
By Government Grant: £ 1,404
TO?A;M‘EXEEEDITURE _ £42,345

- Pun

A man's name appeared twice in -orders, once.as a
Sunwar and once as a Mukhia. The Head Clerk was:
of the opinion that someone- had been:mekhia-ing

about with the jats.
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ATHIETICS 1974

by

SPR. DILKUMAR LIMBU

The annual Sapper Bowl Athletics meeting was
held at Sek Kong stadium on Saturday 23rd March.
As the date hgd been fixed for that particular
day a month ox so previously owing to the constant
pressures from retraining and other Regiment
concerns, the much needed preliminary practices and
preparations were alizost denied to all, However,
the results on the final day proceeded to be far
better than expected and the weather too had remained
warm and calm throughout the day, which did not only
help the competitors to maintain their forms but it
especially made the day very much more enjoyable +o
everyone present in the stadium.

The first "Starter - shot" for the 1500 metres
race simultaneously opened the competition at 1030 hrs
in the morning and as the many everis gradually passed
by, C Troop 67 Sqn abd 3 Troop 68 Sgn were running
neck in neck in points with the rest of the
varticipating troops not too far behind. It had
certainly made the competition much more competative
and apprehension was there written in everyone's face
as the very final event of the day was run. However,
it was soon over and C Troop had managed to come home
one step ahead of 3 Troop and thus managing to hold
the Athletics Championship trophy for the second year
in running. 3 Troop 68 Sgn was runners up and B
Troop 67 Sgn came in third place.
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The meeting ended at approximately 1600 hrs
with GM'sahéb's: closing’ speéch®dand after which
nensaheb, Mrs. Edwards (our Commandant's lady),
kindly presented the-trophies to the winner.

Finally, one cannot certainly deny that the
day was much entertained by the "tug-of-warm",
the only competition on that day that included
the RHQ team,

Medical Advice

A Senior Gurkha complained to the MO that his arms
were not long enough, Even with his arm at full
stretch, he could no longer read a paper.

Typing Lrror

Bring your leather scabbard. It acts as a lover
for your sword.

Viva Voce

Sapper being tested for exemption from a pre-UK English

Course, "Do you read English books?"

"Yes n
Mihat was the last book you read?®

"The Carpetbuggers."



THE GURKHA MUSEUM

The Curkha Museum was opened on Friday, 21st June., The
Curkhn Buginsers was represented by Geasrals Joan Bowring
and Lance Perowne and Colonsl Jurbo Thoras, and the GEA by
Hank Bowen. Hank says that it was a very gay gathering and
enormous fun. 10 GR laid on a first class lunch for about
100-150 guests which included two field marshals and ebout
10 or 11 generals. The Museum, which is well worth a visit,
is signposted from the main roads through Crookham and is
open on weekdays from 1G00-11230 hrs and from 1400-1630 hrs.
Capt (QGO) Brimbahadur Gurung says that it ... also open on
Saturday mornings. Admission is free but visitors will be
invited to buy a brochure describing the exhibits.

The Museum has now been officially registered as a
Charitable Trust which allows amongst other things for
tax to be rebated on convenanted contributions. To receive
such contributions and other donations as well as to sponsor
fund raising activities, it has been decided to form a body
to be known as "Friends bf the Gurkha Museum."

Regiments already contribute through HQ The Brigade of
Gurkhas, and some Regimental Associations have made donations.
Naturally donations and covenanted subscriptions will be
welcomed and should be sent to the Curator,

Major M.P. Dewing, 7GR,
The Gurkha Museum,
Queen Elizabeth Barracks,
Church Crookham,
Nr. Aldershot, Hants, GU130RJ.

It will take time to build up a top class exhibition but a
start has been made on a medal collection, on uniforms and
badges and on photographs, documents and paintings. The
Gurkha Ingineers will have a representation, but the form has
not yet been finally decided as the available space has not
yet been agreed. The Regiment has ideas on the evential display.
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The Curator would very much like to receive any exhibit,
but,as storage space if limited, would prefer to discuss
the offer with any willing doncr before it is sent. Campaignh
medals awarded to members of Guriha Regiments are much sought
after. The best way to know what is wanted is to visit the
Musaum.

"GURKHA SAPPERM

Censral Lance Perowne writes:-

Mviige iison heg drawn my atteriion to two errors in
"Gurkha Sapper! and eaquireswhal ‘hando! is being rade
to assemble corrigenda for the use of any future writers.
It occurs to me that the Newsletbter would be a very good
repository for such obeervations as well as (perhaps)
generating others.

T would like a note in the next Newsletter to the
effect that:-

p. 168, L.15 for 'April! write 'July'.

I can't think how this error crept
in and have today checked that the
Emergency ended on 3lst_July, 1960.

Mike also writes:

p. 251 "I am incorrectly credited with the
Faringdon Bridge. This project was
carried out after I had left 68 Sqn."
I got the info from Tony Cronk whose
recollections are evidently at fault
in-this context. ‘

Who did build the Faringdon Bridge?."
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FAMILY GOSSIP

JEAN LANE has bought a house in Chegter and is working very
hard with the Social Services in lLocal Government, writing
masses of reports. She had a recent visit from Mary Molison
the 7 GR WRVS, which rekindled many happy memories of her
days in Hong Kong, which she may visit again next year., Her
brother completed his teaching course in June and starts his
first job in September. Jo continues to struggle with her
SRN, Jean hopes that her old friends in the GEA will drop

in to see her if they are in the Chester area.

TERRY WHITE has had a spell in hospital, having had trouble
with his back. He is now fighting fit and thoroughly enjoying
his job with Wimpeys on the marketing side of their housing
division., He continues to watch and record birds and is
giving another broadcast soon. He is going to Ireland in
September for some salmon fishing.

PHILIP RICH has been posted to Australia. Tricia and the
youngest child will join him in September.

MIKE CALVERT AND DOMINIC VERSCHOYLE  continue to share a
ménage 3 deux; Mike does the cooking and Dom the washing up.
This cosy arrangement will shortly come %o an end when Dom
moves to Waterbeach to take over an Airfield Construction
Squadron.

HANK BOWEN has been put on the blue list for promotion
next year.

TONY & LORNA KERR have worked very hard on their new house
which they will soon have to leave when- Tony is posted to
No,1l. Field Squadron.

TAN THOMSON is off to Ireland for a holiday in August., He
will try to cover as many miles as possible on the Irish
railways in a fortnight as well as staying with the Kuleszas
who have a holiday cottage at Bantry. Steve Kulesza now has
a practice in Acton.
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TAN and AMNE SIATER  have now gone to Hong Kong. Ian
Ffound himself to be the sole serviceman amongst sixty
entrepeneurs on the Administrative Staff College Cdurse.

HAMISH PATTERSON _, that most loyal and devoted of Gurkha
Signals old and bold, wrote to Hank to order a copy of
1Gurkha Sapper', mainly to see what 1t had to say about

Tom Spring-Smythe! He wrote in his letter "I shall never
forget him marching into Dharan at the head of the most
motley collection of Nepalis after wesks in the hills with
the British Museum expedition. The madals were playing,

a few of his band had had a fill, and Tom led the:way,
walking stick swinging and looking neither right nor left -
ignoring his old friend on the touch-line",

JOHN ENGLISH wrote to say that he is extremely busy on his
farm. Movis continues to feed, wash, clean and everything
else for the family. He suspects that they all have a strong
farm scent, but only visitors from outside will e able to
confirm it. Cathy, who is rather bright, finds that there

is not much competition for her at the local schocl and .she r
may soon go to Truro High School as a weekly boarder. "

LADY JACKSON has been given the task of organising the
Sweet Stall at the SAAFA Christmas market at Chelsea -
Barracks on 6th November. Any contributions from those
handy with the sucrometer will be welcome! '

GEORGE AND JOAN RITCHIE are moving soon -to Manchester
vhere George is to do a research job at the University.

POBIN & ANNE JORDAN returned to UK from SHAPE on 6th June,
spent two weecks in Salisbury seeing Lindsey & Sarah at
school, and then repaired to Scotland where Robin has got
command of 71 (Scottish) Engineer Regiment(V). Their house,
vhich is about 6 miles to the South-West of Glasgow, has
four or five bedrooms; anyone passing that way would be
nost welcome to stay.
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FAMILY GOSSIP cont:-

MAUREEN ALLEN  says that she is amusing herself by
househunting as Bellingham is too far from John's job

in Newcastle. She is dithering between the wing of a
dilapidated pele-tower-cum-castle and a smaller cottage

in a nicer village. She found the Northumberland spring

to be a little late this year. Deidre is working in London.

JOHN SPEIGHT has got a job in the Ministry of Defence,
but he and Rosie intend to go on living near Latimer,

BOE and MARGOT JACKSON  drove back from Gibraltar across
Spain and France at the end of their tour in Gibraltar.
They had a marvellous time in Gib, but are looking forward
to a spell in UK as things are very restricted there,
though very peaceful.

"WHERE _ARE THEY . NOW"

The following members seem to have disappeared from view.
The Secretary is anxious to find out where they ae. -

Iast Heard of:=

Maj A.B.D.E. Abernethy Clark Andover, Hants.

Capt J.E. Carter Epson, Surrey.

Maj J. Downes Romsey, Hants.

Capt A.P. Hunter Bristol. Mo s

Maj P.R. Johnson Officers Mess Brompton = -
(incorrectly shown in the last news letter as P.R. Jackson).

Maj D.R. Morris Northern Ireland.

Capt G.R. Oxley -

Dr J. Smith Glasgow.

Maj R.G.G. Stowe Swansea.

It Col J.D. Waymark BAOR.

Lt Col. M.J.W.Wright . Banbury.
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Lt Col 1.C. Slater FE
) Inad Forcss, Hong Kong, BFEO I

MB.JJ B Vialow @.@rk;
- The Gurkhs Bagineere, Hong Kong, BFPO l

Capt J«W.A. Chapman, RE
1, R 4th Divisien, BFPO 15

Majs DJF Owens, B,

‘1, Bagghot @@nrt Pri.m@ Img_rial Ro&d,
Woolwich, SE18. Tel. O1-856=8206)

Gapt J.N.Bs Stouart, AR (unﬁil Dee w@n
23 Bower Street, langeot, Wr. Far gdon,

‘Berks, (Tel. Shrlvenham ’762’790)

Capt C. West-Meads,
“Mllaine, The Row, Toot Baldom, Oxon

Cant W Jockson, RE
R.E.T.3., The Baorracks, R
Barrnck Read, Christchurch, Hants, 3232 BB

‘iej. T...T. B:rhCS,
6 Fir Avenus, Bonrne, Lancs.

It Col R.L. Jordan, =5,

8 Glen i-rk Avenuc, - or - 71 (S cotulgh J.nrr. feat(d T),
Thornlis Bank, 51, Yorvhill Prradc,
Glasgow, G46 7JF. Glﬂsnow, G35SW,

Maj J.D. English,
Tel. Bo. (STETALEES) 072-685-697
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