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QGEA DASHERA PARTY

SATURDAY 13 OCTORER 1984

(BLOCK CAPITALS please)

From: I.....l.".l...-.......-.l....‘........-.II‘-....

1. T shall attend the QGEA Dashera Party at 8.00 pm on Saturday 13 October
1984, in the United Services Medway Club, Chatham.

2e I shall be unaccompanied/éccompanied DY ecocsecccscesccscssconsccccscans

Sigrlature: @ SO0 OO0 0000000 SSSSRO0SDES

Date: I'...l..........ﬁ.l.'1984
Please return AS SOON AS POSSIBLE to:
Members Agsociate Members
Major A S Tuggey RE Major A S Tuggey RE
(0634 LL555 Ext 43h) (Tom Langridge on leave in Nepal)
HQ RSME
Chatham

Kent MEL LUG






ASSOCIATION OF SUBSCRIBERS OF THE GURKHA MUSEUM

P —————————— PR PR R e R ettt

1984 is the 10th Anniversary of the opening of the Gurkha
Museum and of the Association of Subscribers (previously the
Society of Friends), which was formed at the same time. During
this period subscriptions to the Association from well-wishers,
who have been mostly but not entirely those with a direct
connection with the Gurkha Brigade and Brigade of Gurkhas, have
provided the main source of funds from which the Museum has
drawn to purchase new exhibits.

Financially, the Association has an impressive record. The
income for 1983/84 was some £1665, of which nearly £1000 was
from subscriptions. During the ten years since its inception,
over £12000 has been provided for the Museum for new purchases
while at the close of 1983/84 the accumulated balances stood at
£5400, a figure in excess of the E5000 donated by HRH The Sultan
of Brunei with which to start the Society of Friends.

Numerically however the Association has a far less impressive
record. Currently there are only some 200 subscribers, which
seems a very small proportion of the large Gurkha Brigade family.
In addition, some of the original subscribers feel that they have
played their part and are not renewing their Covenanted Sub-
scriptions.

To keep up the momentum, new subscribers are urgently needed,
particularly as we hope that the Museum will move to a larger
long-term home at Winchester before too long, when there will
be more scope to display new purchases. If you are interested
in supporting YOUR Museum, please complete and return the form
below.

..--—-—_——_.......—_—...—_—_.—.-.-...——_-—....—_—_-———...——_—--—_—_.-.——————..-—--—_.—-—_-__. ——

To: The Curator,
The Gurkha Museumnm,
Queen Elizabeth Barracks,
Church Crookham,

13 ORJ : .
Aldershot, Hants GU 095 G- Y

I am interested in subscribing to the Gurkha Museun.
Please send me the necessary forms.

Signature eseeeecessesscssssccsencncns .

Address: . eed BTE R W AT & & & SRR

6 ® 8 % 8 6 8 & B 8 6 e s R e BB sS e s

Date:

® 8 6 8 0 g 9900058800088 8

8 5 8 % 8 % P B S B S S B S S S W B S E eSS






GURKHA BRIGADE ASSOCIATION =~ HONORARY SECRETARIES

[ —————————————— e e et

1lst KGO Gurkha Rifles: Captain A P COLEMAN
Candleford, Hurst, Beaminster Dorset DT8 3ES
Tel: Beaminster (0308) 862155

2nd KEO Goorkhas: Colonel R C JACKMAN OBE
63 Ashdown, Eaton Road, Hove BN3 3AQ
Tel: 0273 733329

3rd QAO Gurkha Rifles: Lieutenant Colonel T M LOWE
27 London Road, Tonbridge, Kent
Tel: Tonbridge (0732) 353944

4th PWO Gurkha Rifles: Major M J FULLER

The Cottage, Forestside, Rowlands Castle,
Hants POS 6ED Tel: Compton 334

Office: 0329 288951

5th Royal Gurkha Rifles: Air Commodore G E S BUMSTEAD
Crofters, 22 Shepherd's Way, Liphook, Hants
GU30 7HF Tel: Liphook 723649

6th QEO Gurkha Rifles: Lieutenant Colonel C J SCUTT, OBE

Liaison Office Brigade of Gurkhas, MOD,

01d War Office Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2EU
Tel: 01-218 0017

7th DEO Gurkha Rifles: Major J B OLIPHANT
White Lodge, Startley, Chippenham, Wilts:
Tel: 0249 720260 (Office: 0272 24330)

8th Gurkha Rifles: Major S T REDGROVE
17 Cameron Road, Bromley, Kent
Tel: (Office) 0474 534251

9th Gurkha Rifles: Colonel A G WATSON
Stanyard's Cottage, Chertsey Road, Chobham,
Woking, Surrey. Tel: Chobham (09905) 8394

10th PMO Gurkha Rifles: Lieutenant Colonel H C S GREGORY, OBE
Princes Bungalow, 12 Princes Gardens,
Cliftonville, Kent CT9 3AP

* s

The Queen's Gurkha Lieutenant Colonel P W COOK, RE
Engineers Mil Project Coordinator/EM, RARDE, Fort Halstead

Sevenoaks, Kent TN4 7BP
Tel: Knockholt (0959) 32222 Ext. 2043

or Hoad House, Oad Street, Sittingbourne, Kent
Tel: Newington 842130

Queen's Gurkha Signals: Lieutenant Colonel A. V. SWINDALE,

19 Fairfield, Upavon, Pewsey, Wilts SN9 6D2Z

Tel: 098063 535 Day: Salisbury Mil 2295
(0722 336222 Ext. 2295)

Gurkha Transport Regiment: Lieutenant Colonel A. L. BRIDGER, RCT,

Tpt 6, Logistic Executive (Army), Portway,
Andover, Hants SP1l1l 8HT

Tel: Andover Mil 2413 (0264 82111 Ext 2413)

Revised =~ September 84
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QGEA COMMITTEE

President: General Sir George Cooper
GCB MC ADC Gen

Immediate Past President: Lieutenant General
Sir Hugh Cunningham KBE

Chairman: Brigadier D.H. Bowen OBE
Field Officer Recently Returned: Colonel M.J.F. Stephens
Secretary & Treasurer: Lieutenant Colonel P.W. Cook RE

QGELO: Major A.S. Tuggey RE
(Office Tel:-
0634-44555 Ext 434)

Associate Members Representative:Mr T.P. Langridge

Editor: Lieutenant Colonel I.C. Slater OBE
(Office Tel:-
01-488-1313 Ext 3243)

{Home: -

29 Pynchon Paddocks
Little Hallingbury
Bishops Stortford
Herts .
CM22 7RJ h

Tel:- 0279-724529)

EDITORIAL

Your Committee has decided that pressures on time and costs must
result in the Newsletter becoming an annual publication. The
timing of future issues will be discussed with the Commandant to
avoid duplication of articles submitted to the Kukri. Members
will be invited to give their views at the AGM

My address and phone numbers are given above at the request of
members who regularly mislay their address lists!

________________ Qmcmemmmmmmm e o
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

OF

''HE QUEEN'S GURKHA ENGINEERS ASSQCIATION

The AGM of the Queen's Gurkha Engineers Association (QGEA)
will be held in the Brompton Study Centre at 6.00 pm on
Sat 13 Oct 84: Tea will be available in the REHQ Mess

prior to the meeting.

QGEA DASHERA PARTY

After the AGM the QGEA will host a DASHERA Party for QGE
UK course personnel in the US Medway Sports Club Clubhouse
at 8.00 pm. It is hoped that as many QGEA members as
possible will attend the party for which there will be a
nominal charge for Bhat and drinks. Wives/girl friends
will be most welcome.

If you will be attending please complete the proforma
enclosed AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

Late bids should be made to the QGELO by 'phone.

GURKHA BRIGADE ASSOCIATION DINNER

‘'he Dinner will be held at the Cavalry & Guards Club on
Fraiday 9th November.

The cost will be £21 including wine at table and port.
Applications (with cheque!) for tickets should be made
direct to the SOI LOBG (Lt Col Evan Powell-Jones OBE)
at Ministry of Defence, 01d War Office Building.



ADMINISTRATION MANAGER

NEPAL

A leading firm of British Consulting Engineers is about to
undertake a project in South East Nepal. They want a man
to be their administrator who can communicate with the
local people and knows their ways. He will have to look
after labour, stores etc. Salary and general conditions
are not yet firm but anyone who is at all interested

should telephone Malcolm Campbell,01-493 5554, or write
to him at:-

St. James's Management Recruitment Limited
60, St. James's Street
London, SW1A 1LE



QGEA RULES - AMENDMENT

The proposed amendment to the Rules on Associate Members
that was discussed at the 1983 AGM is published below
and will be put to the 1984 AGM for approval. Comments
from any member who is unable to attend the AGM should
be made in writing to the Secretary.

The proposed change in policy will require the following
amendments to the Rules:-

a. Insert new 3(c):-

"Associate Life Membership will be open to
Associate Members by election by the Committee
if they have completed 10 years as Assoclate
Members and have applied for a third term of
Associate membership. Nominations for election
will be submitted to the Committee on the
recommendation of the Associate Members Representative.

b. Re-number existing 3(c) as 3(d).

c. At the beginning of Rule 7(b), before "Associate
Members'" insert'Associate Life Members and...."

d. In Rule 10 before "Life" insert '"Capital.......



HONOURS AND AWARDS, PROMOTIONS AND SELECTIONS

Honours and Awards

BEM - WO2 Kulbahadur lamang - SSM 69 Sqn
Sgt R A Falconer RE - Ftr Sgt 69 Sqgn
Promotions

a.

Col in 1984

Lt Col D H G Corsellis RE

b. Lt Col in 1984
Maj N W A Tomlinson RE
Co Lt Col an 1985
Maj D R Humphrey RE
Maj J G Baker MBE RE
d. Maj in Sep 84
Capt N B Standbridge RE
e. Maj(QGO) 1in May 84
Maj(QGO) Indrakamal Tamang (Editor Parbate)
f. Lt(QGO) in May 84
WO Merhersing Gurung (Tp QGO 69 Sqn)
Appointments
a. 0OC 67 Sqn in Feb 85
Maj J F Wheeley RE
b OC 70 Sp Sgn in Jun 85
Maj A J Stow RE
C. QGO0 1985
Capt(QGO) Kharkajang Gurung
Selections
a. Joint Service Defence College in 1985
Maj D R Humphrey RE
b. Staff College in 1985/86

A/Maj D R Bill RE



COMMANDANT 'S NEWSLETTER

There was a deliberate effort to start 1984 quietly after
the frantic activity of November and December. Not that
there wasn't enough to do! We had troops working all
over Hong Kong completing minor projec¢ts, in effect
clearing the decks for the rest of the year.

An early, and major, Regimental involvement was running
the Control HQ for the Field Force Limited War CPX in
February. Fortunately, Doug Humphrey, newly arrived as
Second-in-Command, took this in his stride and the Chief
Controller (me) was able to relax during the week of the
exercise.

From March onwards the emphasis switched to our primary
role, Internal Security. Much study has gone into this
although we Sappers, as usual, are an irritant reminding
the Staff of unpalatable possibilities and asking for
clear directives. We practised what we considered to be
our role during Exercise SPRING CAPERS 2/3 April; even
70 Squadron Workshops manned by soldiers, worked 24
hours at a stretch. One outcome was that the long
awaited sight screen for Gordon Hard Swimming Pool was
manufactured and installed during the exercise to
simulate the erection of a 'cover-from-view-screen'.

It does look rather more tasteful than the Northern
Ireland version having been completed in silver paint
and with brightly striped canvas instead of drab colours
and corrugated iron cladding. Now in use, it is very
effective. -

Our involvement in Territory-wide (the acceptable term
for 'Colony') Internal Security has continued with
participation in HQBF, Fd Force and unit exercises and
training especially Search. However, we were also
active in the 3 or 4 months of the year in preparation
for the Lantau project and overseas exercises.

Guy Kershaw, OC 70 Squadron, took the lead in the planning
and negotiations, often delicate, for the Lantau project.
Briefly, this is a bridge and road leading to a new
training camp being built on south Lantau to replace
Erskine Camp. The bridge is reinforced concrete and has
5 spans totalling 150 feet; to complicate matters, it

has both horizontal and vertical curves in the design.
The road, also concrete, is a mile long and traverses
some difficult terrain. The project is a challenging

one and our professionalism and skills are very much on
trial as is our system of control which is unique; we

are carrying out the project for the Garrison on behalf
of Building Development Department (BDD) and working

with civilian consultants, Binnie and Partners. Lines

of demarcation are by no means clear and many of the
procedures, especially financial, have been agreed solely
for the project. We have had considerable help from the



Corps with the loan of men and equipment to make up
our shortfalls. Even though this will be a major
strain on the Regiment until late Spring next year at
the very earliest, we will have the satisfaction of
having completed one of the biggest non-operational
civil engineer jobs in the Royal Engineers for some
time.

Although the final go-ahead and financial clearance
were not given for the project until May we had already
started work on the tented base camp in March. Mark
Freeman, fresh from his credit on the Language course,
took A Troop to Lantau for 8 weeks. His own amusing
article on his experiences appears elsewhere.

At the start of May control of the project on site
passed to Robin Lavies OC 68 Squadron and they are now
deployed and working hard although hampered in late
May and June, not surprisingly, by poor weather. I
hope to have further articles on the project in the
next Newsletter. Some of the techniques in use are
very interesting and unusual.

Colin Peebles, having reassembled 67 Squadron, took

them to Brunei on Exercise PALM FROND 32 from mid-May.
They are due to return in mid-July. I managed to visit
them at the end of June and was most impressed by what
they had achieved in training and projects including

a Jungle Village for Training Team Brunei and the second
half of the jetty at Sittang Camp. Unlike my bridge in
1977 which had been washed away by the time the Commandant
arrived, I was able to declare the jetty open during my
visit. (See also separate article).

At the same time Steve Tucker was in Fiji on Exercise
COCONUT GROVE 1 with the Diving Team, including 4 Naval
Clearance Divers, carrying out Community Relations tasks,
blowing gaps in coral reefs to allow passage for fishing
boats. He is still there and will remain with his troop
(E) when they go down for Exercise COCONUT GROVE 2 in
July. As payment he has had to write articles and the
first of these appears in this Newsletter.

Regimental matters played an important part in our
activities during this period. I went with the Gurkha
Major to UK to visit 69 Squadron 6 - 20 March having
barely allowed James Anderson time to get his feet under
the table. This useful and, I think, timely visit was
returned at the beginning of May when James and
Kharkajang came to Hong Kong for the Regimental
‘Conference. The Conference itself was the culmination
of a lot of hard work on 'systems' and has resulted in a
much more vigorously defined manning plot for the
Regiment further confirming the reorganisation into

4 field troops carried out last April. Even with this
plot which permits a maximum of only about 100 men in



individual training at any one time and has scrutinised
every post, we can only just achieve my minimum manning
requirement of 30 men per field troop (8 per section).
However, if we achieve and maintain this level I shall
feel satisfied. The other major 'systems' to be
overhauled and defined was that for promotion and a new
draft QGESI is in circulation. '

Perowne Barracks is now looking quite striking as those
of you who saw James Anderson's tape at the May party
will know. Work is still in progress on the Training
Wing and the contractor still has not started work on
the British Officers Mess. However, the Gymnasium is
in full use, the football pitches are green (but not
yet playable) and the QGOs' Mess after 6 months as such
is now a combined Mess and looking very much the part.
Visitors to Perowne, and we have had a few, (see separate
list) have been most impressed especially by the smart
quarters at Perowne Heights and by Perowne House where
the garden, until the next Typhoon, is looking quite
fantastic.

There is a separate article on Sports. We have done
rather well, especially the Hockey team. The shooters
qualified for Bisley and performed creditably. Basketball
has continued to flourish - even Volleyball and Cross
Country are improving. Only in swimming and athletics

do we do particularly badly and we can't do everything!
Last but by no means least, in that barometer of a Gurkha
unit, Nepal Cup football, we have performed well. The
first round match against the Signals in February was one
of the most technically proficient I have ever seen our
team, led by Colin Peebles, play. The semi-final, in
which we lost to 1/2 GR was, on the other hand, one of
the gutsiest performances I have ever witnessed. After

a disastrous first half Colin led our team back to near
victory and we were only finally beaten 4 - 5 in the last
few minutes of extra time. It did not matter that we
lost, the match produced so much in the way of good
natured exuberance and old fashioned unit pride that it
completely justified all the effort that goes into the
Nepal Cup and really epitomised the often - coined

phrase 'The Regiment is in good heart'.
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ARRIVALS/DEPARTURES JAN - JUN 84

Arrivals

Jan
Feb

Mar
Mar
Mar
Apr
May
May
May
May

Maj
Maj (QM)

Maj

Capt (GE)
Capt (QGO)
Lt

Capt (E&MO)
IBE

Capt (QGO)
Capt

Departures.

Jan
Dwb

Feb
Feb
Feb
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
May
May
May
May
Jun

Lt
Lt Col(QM)

Maj

Maj (QM)
Capt (QGO)
Capt

Capt (GE)
Lt (QGO)
Capt

Lt (QGO)
Capt (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
Capt J
Capt

Lt (QGO)
Capt (QGO)
Lt

W

O v 4o
~ g™

Manbahadur
G HL

R A

D C
Tekansing
P

MW
W

A S
R A

Jogindrasing

PJ
S R

Bhaktabahadur

GK

Haribahadur

Lokbahadur

Durgaprasad

Ramlal
J R
N C

Milanchandra

Indrakamal
GHL

Humphrey RE
Mason RE - ~

Lavies RE
Winship MBE RE
Pun

Baxter RE
Nicholls RE
Francis RE
Gurung

Smith RE

Foden RE
Kray RE

Tuggey RE
Festorazzi RE
Gurung
Galsworthy RE
Collett MBE RE
Gurung

Gibbs RE
Thapa

Gurung

Gurung

Pun

White RE

Kemp RE
Gurung

Tamang

Baxter RE

10

Appointment

21C

QM

0C 68 Sqgn

OC Design Tp
MTO

Temp att

OC Wksp Tp

OC Boat Tp
G/Capt 67 Sqn
2IC 70 Sgn

69 Sqn

Hq Engr Resources
(for retirement)

HQ RSME
37 Engr Regt

-MTO 69 Sqn

JDSC

212 MCAG
Leave

26 Engr Regt
Leave
Retirement

Tp QGO 69 Sqgn
Retirement

69 Sgn

10 Fd Sqn
Leave ‘

ROBG

YO Course RSME



OFFICERS AND WARRANT OFFICERS

SERVING WITH THE REGIMENT AS AT 1 JUL 84

11

RHQ

Comdt
2IC

Adjt

10

Trg Offr

QM
Pmr

PLO

Ed Offr

GM

HC

Gurkha QM

Asst Trg Offr
Asst Ed Offr
Gurkha Fam Offr
67 Sqn

ocC

21IC

A Tp Comd

B Tp Comd

Boat Tp Comd
Gurkha Capt

A Tp QGO

B Tp QGO

Boat Tp QGO

Lt Col
Maj
Capt
Capt

Capt
Capt

Maj (QM)
Capt

Capt (E&MO)

Maj

Maj (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
Capt(QGO)

Maj

Capt

Lt

Lt

Lt

Capt (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
Lt (QGO)

=z

Gaffney RE

R Humphrey RE

W H H Mac Leod RE
W Durrant RE

Gilbert RE
Wall RE (Des Sep 84)

Mason RE
I McNeill RAPC

[

T Hodson RE

o2 E 4 vy o9 o
ooy

T Powney RAEC
Sunar Gurung MVO BEM

Lakpatshering Bhotia

Jahansing Rai
Hukumraj .- Thapa
Manikumar Prodhan

C McF Peebles RE

G D Phillips RE

M A Freeman RE

C M Cockerill RE (Des Aug 84)
D C Francis RE

Tekansing Gurung
Surjabahadur Thapa
Upendrabahadur Gurung

Dambarmansing Gurung



68 Sqn
0ocC

21C

D Tp Comd

E Tp Comd
Gurkha Capt
D Tp QGO

E Tp QGO

F (Trg) Tp QGO
69 Sqgn

ocC

21IC

QM

G Tp Comd

H Tp Comd

I Tp Comd

Sp Tp Comd
Gurkha Capt
G Tp QGO

H Tp QGO

I Tp QGO
MT/Plant QGO

Maj

Capt
2Lt -

Lt

Capt (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
W02

Maj

Capt
Capt (QM)
2Lt

Lt

Lt

Capt
Capt(QGO)
Lt (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
Capt (QGO)

P R W Lavies RE

I.D Wright RE

J W Shanahan RE

S J Tuker RE
Jamansing Rai
Birbahadur Limbu
Chitrabahadur Thapa

Manilal Thapa

J D C Anderson RE
J R Wﬁite RE
I Kinnear RE
D A Caulfield RE
M W Foden RE
S J Evans RE
A M Mills RE

Kharkajang Gurung
Mehersing Gurung
Kumarsing Rai

Durgaprasad Gurung

Jogindrasing Gurung



70 Sgn
0C

2IC

Wksp Tp Comd

Res Tp Comd

Des Tp Comd

MTO

ERE

HC BRIGNEPAL

Editor Parbate

Sy P1 Comd BGD Dharan
WO1/DCI/B1ld BGD Dharan
ROBG

HC BGTC Kathmandu

Att MES(Wks) Hong Kong

QGOs on Long Leave

Tp QGO 67 Sgn (Des)
Asst Trg Offr (Des)
Tp QGO 69 Sqn (Des)
Gurkha WOs

RSM

SSM 67 Sqgn

SSM 68 Sqgn

SSM 69 Sqgn

SSM 70 Sqn
ORQMS

RQMS

Drum Major

Pipe Major
Gurkha Fam Offr

Maj

Capt

Capt (E&MO)
Capt
Capt(GE)
Capt (QGO)

Maj (QGO)
Maj (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
WO'1
Wo1
Wo2
WO

Lt (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
Lt (QGO)

WOo1
Wo2
wo2
W02
wo2
W02
w02
Wo2
W02
WOz

G C Kershaw RE

P Smith RE

13

R A Nicholls MBE RE

W D J Gibson RE

D Winship MBE RE

Manbahadur

James
Indrakamal
Kharkabahadur

Padambahadur

Lakshimiparsad

Bejoykumar

Chandrabahadur

Bhaktabahadur
Milanchandra

Haribahadur

Birkhabahadur
Sibakumar
Minbahadur
Kulbahadur
Dalbahadur
Bhagirath
Rajendralal
Uttambahadur
Yambahadur

Motiram

Pun

Bhujel
Tamang
Limbu
Gurung
Chhetri
Mukhia

Gurung

Gurung
Gurung

Thapa

Limbu
Limbu
Gurung
Tamang BEM
Gurung
Limbu
Pradhan
Thapa
Gurung

Gurung



British Other Ranks

RQMS

Cbt Engr QMSI
C of W (C)

C of W (C)
Cof W (O

MPF

Stmn Tech

POM

Des Dtmn

Clk Div 2 RAPC
Clk Div 3 RAPC
Art Veh

Art Veh

Armr REME

SQMS

Boat Tp Ftr

VM

69 Sqn BORs

SQMs

Art Veh
Pay SGT
Ftr SGT
VM SGT
Ftr CPL
VM

Tech Clk

W02
Wo2
w02
SSGT
SSGT
W02
wo2
SGT
SGT
SSGT
SGT
Wo2
W02
SGT
SSGT
SGT
CPL

SSGT
Wwo2
SGT
SGT
SGT
CPL
CPL
CPL

T S R T

D K L Felton BEM RE
J S Manning RE
D Dent RE
Laws RE
Gladstone RE
Ellison RE
J Coles RE
E McArdle RE
W Goodburn RE

M

W

A

D

J

D

R J Rich RAPC
D B Hearn RAPC

G Gardner REME

W Bruce REME

R J Stafford REME
D J White RE

A G Joynes RE

A

C Hutchings REME

McCann RE
Ogden REME

P Warner RAPC
P Cummings RE
R M Reid REME
N Mortimer RE
. Goodman REME

K T Dagnall RAOC

14

RHQ
RHQ
70 Sqn
70 Sgn
70 Sqn
70 Sqgn
70 Sqgn
70 Sgqn
70 Sqn
RHQ
RHQ
70 Sqgn
70 Sqn
RHQ
RHQ
67 Sqn
70 Sqn -

69 Sqn
69 Sgn
69 Sqn
69 Sqn
69 Sqgn
69 Sqn
69 Sqn

69 Sgn



I0 NOTES

Date

6

12

13

17

19

26

27

11

14

17

19

Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

Jan

Feb

Feb

Feb

Feb

Feb

84

84

- 26 Feb 84

84

84

84

84

84

84

84

84

84

- 25 Feb 84

- 24 Feb 84

Feb
Mar

Mar

Mar

84
84

84

84

6 - 13 Mar 84

6

- 13 Mar 84

15

Events

103 members of the Regt gave blood to the
Hong Kong Red Cross.

The opening of the new QGOs Mess by the
Comdt.

10 Sprs took part on Ex ORANG HUTANG in
Malaysia with D Coy 1/2 GR.

Maj D R Humphrey RE arrived from UK and
assumed the appointment of 2IC on 23 Jan
vice Maj A S Tuggey RE.

Annual camp maintenance inspection by
RD PSA.

Visit by Maj Gen M E Carlton-Smith CBE,
Comd BDLS Canberra.

Farewell party held at Perowne for the
RMO, Maj R A Bell RAMC.

Visit by Comd Gurkha Fd Force
Brig P R Duffell OBE MC.

The Regt took part in Ex STAFF TRAIN 6,
Gurkha Fd Force Limited War CPK.

Maj (QM) J J Mason RE arrived from UK
on posting and assumed the duties of
Regt QM on 13 Feb 84 vice
Maj(QM) R A Festorazzi RE.

Nepal Cup 1lst Round played against
QG SIGNALS at Yuen Long Stadium.
QGE won 5-1.

Lt Col(QM) W Kray RE, POL and Maj A S Tuggey
RE 2IC/0C 68 Sgn left for UK on RHE.

Capt P W Durrant RE carried out the engineer
recce for Ex COCONUT GROVE.

The Regt took part in the annual Gurkha Fd
Force Limited War CPX Ex EASTERN THREAT.

Visit by DCBF Brig A B Crowfoot CBE.

Visit by Mr B E Whitaker, Managing Director
NAAFI Board.

The JLC 1/84 Pass Off Parade was held at
Perowne and the inspecting officer was
Lt Col M R Cooper RE.

Nepal Cup semi-final was played against 1/2
GR at TDBG. QGE lost to 1/2 GR by 5-4.

Comdt Lt Col M Gaffney RE to UK on official
visit.

GM Maj(QGO) Sunar Gurung MVO BEM to UK to
visit 69 Gurkha Indep Fd Sqn.
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Tickle BFT held at Perowne and Sek Kong.

Major Units Hockey final played against
GTR at Sek Kong. QGE won by 4-1.

Visit by Maj A D Boyd-Heron RE.

QGE won the Colony Hockey Championship
Benline Trophy by beating TDBG 1-0 at
Sek Kong.

Capt P J Gilbert RE to Nepal on duty trek.

1984 Inter Sqn Athletics Competion held at
Tuen Mun Stadum. The results were:-

1st 67 Sqgn
2nd RHQ/70 Sqgn
3rd 68 Sqn

Visit by SI Mines Maj A Clements RE.

Ex SPRING CAPERS, a Regimental IS deployment,
recce and engineer operations exercise.

QGE changed to Summer Dress.

The Regt took part in British Forces 6-A-Side
Hockey competition at Borneo Lines and QGE
team lost in 2nd round.

Capt (QGO) Manbahadur Pun was appointed
MTO/GCapt 70 Sqn vice Capt(QGO) Lokbahadur
Gurung.

Visit by Comd Gurkha Fd Force,Brig P R Duffell
OBE MC. :

Capt P J Gilbert RE returned from Nepal trek.

The Regt deployed HQ Elements on Territory
IS Ex, Ex KEMSTON.

The Regt football team took part in Carlsberg
Easter Sunday Day 9-A-Side football competition
at Borneo Lines and lost to 1 Cheshire A

team in the semi-final.

The Regt deployed HQ elements on Territory IS
Ex, Ex LIDGATE. e

OC 69 Sqn Maj J D C Anderson RE and G/Capt 69
Sqn Capt (QGO) Kharkajang Gurung visited the
Regt. :

Regimental conference held in Perowne Barracks.

16 officers of the Regt attended the
Institute of RE Meeting at the Hong Kong
and Shanghail Banking Corporation Building.

Celebrated SANSARI MAI PUJA at Bowring Camp.

The Regt Shooting team took part in HK SAAM
and qualified for RASAAM in UK.
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Capt P Vutuamat PNGDF visited the Regt
on a reconnaissance for Ex NAJIK SATHI 84.

Visit by ACOS G1/G4 HQBF Col M W Betts.

The advance party (Diving Team) for Ex
COCONUT GROVE 1/84 left HK for Fiji.

67 Sqn advance party for Ex PALM FROND 32
deployed to Brunei.

The main body (Diving Team) for Ex COCONUT
GROVE 1/84 left HK for Fiji.

Visit by the Director of Army Training
Maj Gen C J Rougier.

67 Sqn main body for Ex PALM FROND 32
deployed to Brunei.

Four GORs went to UK to take part in
RASAAM 84.

The Film Unit Team from JSPRS visited
the Regt to make a video film of the Regt.

The 37 Trg Party's Pass Off Parade was held
where Brig Bde of Gurkhas Brig C J Pike DSO
OBE inspected the parade and visited the
Regt. The following were commissioned/
awarded the LS and GC medals:-

1. Commissioning Ceremony

Lt (QGO) Birbahadur Limbu
Lt(QGO) Chitrabahadur .Thapa

2 LS & GC Medals

SSGT Gladstone W
57112 SSGT Purnabahadur Gurung
58010 SGT KXulbahadur Limbu
58089 SGT Imanhang Limbu BEM
58011 CPL Sukparsad Gurung
58013 CPL Dillibahadur Limbu

58029 CPL Prakash Rana
58038 CPL Durgabahadur Thapa
58041 CPL Tilbahadur Ale
58074 CPL Budhibahadur Gurung
58090 CPL Jagbahadur Thapa
57021 CPL Jhupa Thapa

57084 LCPL Padambahadur Pun
57085 LCPL Krishnabahadur Gurung

58112 LCPL Panchadhan Rai
58026 LCPL Birbahadur Limbu
Official adoption by QGE of new No 6 Dress.

The Comdt Lt Col M Gaffney RE on leave in
the United States.

Lt(QGO) Birbahadur Limbu and 8 GORs left HK
for UK to represent the Regt in RASAAM 84.
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QGE adopted new No 7 Dress as Summer
Barrack Dress.

37 Trg Party were allocated to the fd sqns.
Lt Col M Gaffney RE returned from leave.

Annual Documentations inspection carried
out by ROBG.

Opening of the Combined Officers Mess. The

- British Officers' Mess closed for rebuilding;

officers will share the QGOs' Mess until the
rebuild is complete.

The Comdt Lt Col M Gaffney RE to Brunei to
visit 67 Sqn on Ex PALM FROND 32.

R
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RASAAM 1984 RESULTS

Unit Results

a.

Major Units. QGE 8th Position

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Rifle Team Match

SMG Concurrent Team Match
SMG Team Match -
LMG Aggregate Match -
Section Match -

Team Snapshooting Match

Minor Units. 69 Gurkha Indep Fd

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Rifle Team match

SMG Concurrent Team Match
SMG Team Match

LMG Match

Section Match

Team Snapshooting Match

Individual Results - Army 100

Cpl
Lepl
Cpl

Prakash Rai
Minbahadur Gurung
Tekbahadur Gurung

Lt(QG0) Birbahadur Limbu

Lepl

Jagatprasad Gurung

Trophies won by the Regt

(1)
(2)

(3)

19

(Top non infantry unit).

11 position
5 position
7 position

19 position

15 position

13 position

Sqn - 4 position.
5 position

3= position

4 position

7 position

2 position

3 position

12 position
44 position
60 position
66 position
85 position

The Brook Bond Cup - Top Non-Infantry
Major Unit.

The Royal Signals Cup - Top Non-Infantry

LMG

Pair

9 Trg Regt RE Cup won by Cpl Prakash Rai
for being the top Sapper in the Army 100.
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SPORTS RESUME

1. Basketball. The basketball team continued to train
hard under the direction of the Paymaster Capt
W I McNeill RAPC. He found time to attend and pass
both the Unit Coachs course and EBBA Officials
course. The team started this season full of optimism
however it soon became obvious that individual skills
were lacking. League matches were not going well but
the Cup was another matter. At present we are in the
semi-final of the Major Units Cup.

Postscript - The Regt was in the final of the Cup Competition
for the 2nd year running. The final was played on the 25th
July at Cassino Lines vs 1/2 GR. The match ended in a win
for 1/2 GR by 72 - 48. Despite the scoreline the game was
even for most of the match with QGE having their chances

and both teams playing attractive basketball, perhaps its a
case of 3rd time lucky next year.

2k Swimming. QGE have not entered a team into the BFHK
championships this year. A number of the Regiment
have been sent on life saving courses and we do have
a thriving Dolphins Club run by Maj P R W Lavies RE,
OC 68 Sqn.

3 Squash. Unfortunately the squash team has not really
had much chance to shine as the new squash court does
not come on line until Nov. However in the absence of
military squash Maj D R Humphrey RE, Capt W I McNeill
RAPC and Capt I D Wright RE have joined the local Tuen
Mun club and all have a good chance of playing
representative squash in the Hong Kong League.

A number of Gurkha soldiers are being sent on squash
courses in the Autumn in the hope that interest can
be kindled and built on for next year.

4. Volleyball. The volleyball league takes place each
year between June and September and is played in
three zones, namely Hong Kong Island, Kowloon and
New Territories. QGE are part of the New Territories
group along with 1/2 GR, 2/2 GR, TDBG, 50 Comd Wksp,
246 GFF Sig Sqn and 31 Sqn GTR. Currently QGE have
won all their matches, but still have to play 50 Comd
Wksp where it is hoped we will have another victory.
The best teams so far have been 1/2 GR and TDBG
where the matches were 3 hours of exciting volleyball
with QGE winning the fifth and final game on each
occasion.

We are now sure of competing in the final with the
winners of the other zones and this will be at HMS Tamar
on 9 Sep 84.
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The results are as follows:

Date Against Result
6 Jun 84 2/2 GR _ 3 -
9 Jul 84 31 Sqn GTR 3 -0
11 Jul 84 246 Gurkha Fd Force 3 -0
Sig Sqn
13 Jul 84 TDBG ; 3 -2
18 Jul 84 1/2 GR 3 -2

Orienteering. ‘the Orienteering Team has had a good
season, taking Second Place in the British Forces
Orienteering Competition and finishing consistently
high in all Score Events. Next season will see
more emphasis on Cross Country (individual)
Competition by our team.

Golf. Ten Officers, Warrant Officers and SNCOs
actively participated in Combined Services
Competitions.

The following were awarded Sports Board Colours for
Golf 1983/84:

Capt S R Collett MBE RE
W02 N A Jordan RE
Wo2 M Suttill RE
W02 N MacInnes REME

The Inter Unit Competition - Wilkinson Sword:

WOZ Wuttill and Ssgt Law - 2nd
Maj Peebles and Capt Hodson - 3rd

Badminton. The Regimental team took runners-up
position in the British Forces League. In the
individual championship QGE réprésentatives won
the Ladies Singles title, had a half share in the
Ladies Double title and took the runners-up
position in the Mixed Double final.

Cross Country. ‘The team showed marked improvement
throughout season finishing 5th of 6 teams in the
British Forces Championship. The best performance
came in the final event of the season when QGE
placed 2nd of 25 teams in the demanding Mclehose
relay race.

Tennis. With the construction of a tennis court
beside the new gymnasium and the purchase of
Regimental equipment a healthy interest in the
game has developed. A QGE 'Wimbledon' will be
held over the Autumn/Winter months.
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Football. The Regimental football period was
dominated by the Nepal Cup. In the first round
held at Yuen Long Stadium ample revenge was taken
on QG SIGNALS for their previous year's victory.
QGE won 5-1 playing some of their best football
of the year. Unfortunately, the.semi-final was
played on the very bumpy TDBG Polo pitch and
after a very exciting but far less skilful match
(reported on elsewhere) the QGE team, without

3 of its regular players, went down 5-4 to 1/2

GR after extra time. In the Easter Weekend six a
side competition, the ad hoc QGE team was beaten
in the semi-finals. The final accolade to a good
season was the award of the Major Unit 'Most
Sporting Team'award.

Offshore Sailing. Capt A W H H Macleod RE
represented Hong Kong in the Southern Cross Cup
crewing on 'Highland Fling' a Dubois 42. The
Hong Kong Team were third behind Australia, New
Zealand and beat the British team into fourth
place.

Dinghy Sailing. QGE won the Major Units Dinghy
championships and were also selected to enter

crews in the William and Mary Competition sailed
between the Dutch Community and the British Forces.
The British Forces won the Enterprise (Maj Humphrey)
and Bosun races but lost the Boardsailing races
(Capt McNeill).

Maj D R Humphrey RE represented GHBC ifi* the Hong
Kong Champion of Champions regatta sailed in Sonatas.
No cups or prizes received but some exciting sailing
was enjoyed in the six paired races amongst the

12 cruisers.

Tae Kwon Do. The Tae Kwon Do Club has had a very
quiet start to the year with normal training taking
place twice weekly. The Hong Kong Championships

did not have any representation from QGE but several
individuals and a team are entering the British Forces
Tae Kwon Do Championships in July.

Athletics. The highlight of this season's athletics
was the British Forces Major Unit Team Championships,
which were held at Gallipoli Lines on 13 Apr 84.

The event was dominated, unsurprisingly, by the newly
arrived Cheshire Regiment. Although QGE finished
last amongst the Major Units, the team completed
fiercely and never gave up.

Rugby. The Regiment entered a seven in the Gurkha
Fielg Force Seven a Side Tournament held at Sek Kong
on Wed 25 Jan 84. Regrettably we were soundly beaten
in the first round by 50 HK Wksp REME. Later we were
beaten in the first round of the Loser's Plate by

660 Sqn AAC B Team. 2Lt J W Shanahan RE was selected
for a Hong Kong Colony Trial, however was excluded
through injury.

__________ (P
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RSME NEWSLETTER FROM QGELO

The RSME continue to '"pull in' officers who have served
with QGE. Indeed the Comdt RSME on looking around his
top table at a recent RSME Ladies Night was heard to
remark that the majority of officers on his table were
"black Button'". When several others were pointed out to
him, he shook his head in disbelief.

Mike Stephens drives the D & W Team either from Chattenden
or London, though occasionally he lives at Dulwich. He
keeps a fatherly eye on YO QGE hopefuls. At the time of
writing he is preparing a crate in which he and Alison

plan to travel to Nigeria in the winter! The QGE tradition
will be maintained when John Kitching takes over from Mike
at the end of the year.

Also working at Chattenden are Tony Kerr, Bob Newns and
Terry Mawhinney. Tony and Lorna are building a house at
the bottom of Philip Cook's mother-in-law's garden; as
indeed is Philip. Tony is CI Tactics and already has
visited Hong Kong once as a member of a lecture team. He
hopes to go again soon.

Bob Newns is commanding 24 Fd Sqn which lives in brand-new
accommodation at Chattenden; Malta Lines. In addition to
supporting the RSME, Bob spends some time away in Denmark.

Although Terry and Sheila Mawhinney live at Brompton, Terry
is. an SI in PRA Wing and keeps an eye on the QGE POM
students, and helps QGE by despatching fltters to work on
the Lantau project.

Attached to PRA Wing, on his long Plant Course, is
Robin Alexander. He spends weekdays digging in pipelines,
and weekends with Pam and the children at Chattenden.

Alwyn and Tricia Jennings-Bramly live at Brompton, at
Amherst Redoubt. Alwyn works for Mike Stephens, we think,
although he spends most of his time at Brompton on ADP.
Tricia has a high-powered job in the House of Commons,
raising money for St. Margarets, Westminster.

Coming soon to be SO1 ADP will be Dom Verschoyle, who is
learning about his new job, at Blandford, having handed
over to Nick Tomlinson at Northwood.

Mike Reynolds and Brian Taylor are working in Civil
Engineer Wing, and both live in Brompton. Gill Reynolds
gave birth to a son, Mark, earlier this year. There is no
doubt that it is extremely useful having ex-QGE officers
in Civil Engineer Wing; certainly as far as the QGE
students are concerned.

Andrew Tuggey is QGELO, having done a swop with Robin Lavies.
He is S02 G1/G4 at HQ RSME. He, Clare and the boys live in
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Inner Lines near James and Rosie Anderson. The Tuggey
boys and Anderson boys are of an age and live in each
other's houses most of the time.

Bill and Bimala Chesshyre live in Gibraltar Avenue. Bill
is CO Depot Regt and as such administers all Gurkhas on
courses at Brompton. Because his shoes are so well bulled,
rumour has it that he retained an orderly when he left

69 Sqn. However, it is perhaps just coincidence that the
Depot Regt Guardroom always has at least one occupant.

Last but by no means are the Richs. Philip and Tricia

live alongside the J-Bs at Amherst Redoubt. 2Lt Hugh Rich
is a frequent visitor from Minley Manor, where James Hignett
is his Adjutant. Jim Stuart is across the road there as

CO 111 Engr Regt (V). Philip is due to leave the Army
fairly soon.

Believe it or not, there are Gurkhas at the RSME too. At

the time of writing three soldiers are on a basic electricians
course, one on a design draughtsman course and 7 on POM courses.
Sgts Mahendraparsad and Dambersing Gurung have completed

their RE SNCO and Fd Sgts courses recently, and both did well.
As ever, the soldiers work extremely hard and earn the praise
of their instructors. There is time for relaxation though,
and four QGE course wallahs have been espied windsurfing at
Gundulph Pool. Apparently the wet suits they were wearing
were made up for the temperature gap between Gordon Hard and
Upnor.

RSME always has lots of visitors, and we were pleased to
welcome the RNLO from HQ BG, when he popped in whilst
visiting 69 Sqn. Lt Col Rukman Chhetri had not seen the
scope of the RSME before. After having been shown around
the workshops by Mike Reynolds he was taken to PRA and
Chattenden by Brian Taylor and Mike, where he was met by
Terry Mawhinney. "He enjoyed himself and has a better
idea of the skills QGE tradesmen learn. Hopefully, it
will be of assistance to him in the attempts to have the
trades recognised by the education authorities in Nepal.

"Presiding" over the QGE brood is the oldest Malaya/Borneo
hand.John Allen in ERLO. Many of us would love to know
how he never seems to age from one year to the next.

Late News

Rosie Anderson has added a third son to the household.
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From: Capt (QGO) Jogindrasing Gurung

OC QGE Detachment
Sector 2 UNFICYP
40 Commando R.M.
St David's Camp
BFPO 567

OC 69 Gurkha Indep Fd Sqgn
Kitchner Barracks

Chatham

Kent ME4 4UG

29 June 1984

Thank you very much. for your most welcome letter which I
received here on 28 June 84. Please accept my apology

for not writing earlier, but I was planning to write at
the end of each month giving details of our progress.
However now that we have settled and most of our
Maintenance works almost complete I shall be able to write
more often.

The boys including Spr Lloyd are very busy trying to meet
the demands of the 40 Commandos in making them as
comfortable as possible in their new locations along the
buffer zone. 1In addition to the daily maintenance,
alterations we are finishing off work left by the last

RE detachment. ma

The Electrician, Fitter R & S and Plumbers are the most
sought after tradesmen here, however the rest of the boys
have been equally busy doing various other works.

We work from 0800 to 1630 hrs Monday to Friday and 0800
to 1300 hrs on Saturdays. We have however-been working
till 1700 and sometimes till 1800 hrs to finish off a
particular job. The Mariners work till 1300 hrs except
for those on OP duties.

We have not had any problems so far when dealing with
maintenance works. In fact our boys have been showing
their trade skills with confidence and efficiency. The
general quality of workmanship has been of fairly high
standard compared with the previous RE detachment's work.

I have been trying to get the boys working in one location
for the first month so that problems can be discussed and
solved and above all to give them confidence. I feel this
has been achieved and I have been sending them individually
to various locations with someone who can speak fairly good
English. SSgt Ram and I are always at site with them to
advise them and to ensure they are doing the right thing
and above all for quality control.
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The maintenance jobs have been mainly Electrical faults
(numerous ) Gas & Electrical Cookers breaking down, Frig
and airconditioners, water supply cut, leaks in plumbing
joints, WC cistern not functioning, urinals, wash hand
basin knocked off the walls, sink traps and sewage pipe
only to mention a few. We have had all the above faults
in all the 21 OPs. The QM has been pleased with our
reaction and job completion.

Last week we completed a big task at Brava 18 Duplen which
was a disused Bungalow. The work entailed fixing a new
water supply line, replacing taps and connections so that
the baths, showers, wash basins and WCs were functioning.
We fixed two Solar heaters (done by Lloyd & Ganesh) for
hot water, reconnected electricity and replaced new
fittings, refitted new doors and windows and cleaned up
the whole area. The C Coy HQ and Officers Mess have now
moved in.

The other job nearly completed is the Ammo Compound at

St Derrick Camp started off by the previous RE team but
they could not complete it. We have finished the roof,

but the structure holding the roof, 2" pipe, is not

stable and I am anchoring the roof with SWR to the ground.
I have designed the gate and given it to a local contractor
to be made and will have it fitted on Monday 2 July. I
will have the job completed by next week if the stores
arrive in time.

In addition to above I am building an office which I do
not have. This is in a Box factory and is 40% complete.
The brickies workmanship stand out from the “budget from
the UN.

There are four minor projects lined up for us from July to
December. They are as follows:

a. Building a dining room flushing toilet facilities
and complete Septic tank sewage systems at Bravo 35.

b. Improvement of ablution and washroom facilities
in the Box Factory (B 32).

c. Improving the St Davids Camp Gymnasium and
lighting.

4. Constructing additional toilets and washing
facilities in Bravo 18.

In addition to this OC A Coy has approached me about a TV
room extension for his men in the Box Factory. We do not
have a budget for this so we will have to wait and see
what are left at the end of the projects.

I am hoping, I can start the first one soon because I will
have nothing to show the E in C when he arrives here on
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13 July at 1530 hrs. Lt Col Aylmore RE (I hope I have
spelled his name correctly) 1is very interested in what we
are doing and I am in close contact with him in respect

of our tasks. I have met OC 62 Sqn RE who I believe knows
OC Saheb very well and hopes to have us all in for a drink
when you arrive.

We have got all we need here except that the boys miss
'Bhat' a lot, but we are cooking curry once a week by
ourselves.

We would appreciate if publications like, Parbate, Regt
Orders etc could be sent to us as often as possible. We
have been receiving the Sqn Orders. We receive our Pay
from the Support Regt Pay Office because it is quicker from
them than the Naval Marines.

Besides the work we have been involved in A Coy sports
activities which is run by the SSM. We have sent SSgt Ram,
Lcpl Ganesh and Spr Basantabdr Bhujel for 40 Cdo UN Shooting
team selection, we do not know who has been selected yet.

I was involved in Refereeing the UN Football Competition

in which BRITCON team beat the DANCON team. I refereed

all the quarter final Semi final and the Final. I am

proud to state that I was cursed and sworn at in five
different languages. One DANCON player was sent off for
dangerous play.

Shore leave is starting from this week but due to work it
will be some time before we start enjoying the facilities.

We will be using the same dress as the 40 Cdo for outings
that is commonly called half six. No 2 Shirt, No 6 trousers,
Nylon belt, desert boots (we made our own for &C 4:50) and
UN beret.

We are looking forward to the Squadrons visit here and
especially OC Saheb and G/Capt Sahebs visit to the lines.
We hope you can give us dates so that we can arrange visits

and meet personalities.

I must end here for I am running out of words. With regards,
Ram Ram and Salam.
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AMBASSADOR TO LANTAU

0
LT M A FREEMAN RE

The Chatham Dockyard crane swung to a halt and my daydream
ended. Nearly lunchtime and today George would be serving
the soup; luckily we were dressed in combats. At the front
of the class room an instructor was telling those who

cared to listen of the ablution bench, a masterpiece of
military engineering. 'Don't worry about this, Sirs',

he said, smiling, as if he had never really worried

about it either. 'Since the Falklands it's highly unlikely
that you will ever see Expeditionary Force (EF) camp
structures again'. That was reassuring, I thought to myself,
and put down my pencil.

On the YO course there were a lot of things that we need
not have worried about. As long as we did not break

those very large toys all would be OK. Still, I distinctly
remember being told that EF structures were 'old hat' and
that Braithwaite tanks had been replaced by glassfibre
models. There was also a glorious moment, after one day

of Bailey bridging when the QMSI said that only the TA
used it.

So after fourteen months of training, and two months
learning a new language I was finally standing with my

first troop. In fact this was not only my first troop

but my first project. The OC showed me around and chuckled
mischievously as he took photographs of this bemused troopy,
left in exile on Lantau Island. I looked at the troop
working, then stared up at the belly of the departing
Wessex. Would I ever see the helicopter again?

I surveyed the scene and desperately tried to remember the
names of Gurkhas that I had met at the Squadron's banbhat
in January. My orderly offered me a cup of tea and I was
impressed by the fine bone china tea cup but not by the tea.
Whether it was tea or coffee, I will never know. Then,

as I chatted with my QGO, I remembered the jokes about
arriving in your troop to discover your Staff Sergeant

is away on course. To my horror Haribahadur Saheb
announced that he was going on Nepal leave the next

month; Staff Mahendra then reminded me of his impending
search course. To add to it all, or rather subtract

from it all, my most senior (and at that stage my only)
Corporal had been selected to attend the jungle warfare
course in Brunei. They certainly did not manage to fit
that problem into 'Sapper Gnu' on the YO course. I now
became aware that I was surrounded by objects I was
supposed to have never seen again. The Braithwaite tank
and tower took a while coming from England, but when it
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arrived we set about like children with presents at
Christmas. However, these kids were making quite sure of
the exact contents of Auntie's parcel. It was whilst
prising the tower legs apart that I discovered where the
kit had been used. Resources had painted 'War reserve only.
Do not issue'. This sign only partially hid a stencil,
'"CHRISTMAS ISLAND'. 1| had visions ot the completed tower
glowing gently in the quiet nights at Pui 0. The equipment
had gone a full circle, as my father when a young troop
commander 30 years previously had also built Braithwaites
in the Pacific.

My search for a telephone in Pui O led me to my first
contact on Lantau, Mr. Wan. Mr. Wan seemed delighted
that we were using his land on which to build a camp;

and why not? We would compact it, level it, and bring

in both telephones and electricity. Certain property
developers on Lantau resented our ability to build what
we liked, although I am sure that their restaurants are
slightly wealthier for the camp. With the advent of 1997
on people's minds, and the lack of security of tenure on
Hong Kong, Lantau land is at a premium, and Wan On's is
being developed by the Army right now. Anyway, Hari Sabeh
and myself were plied with beer and food for our efforts
and from that moment onwards Wan On never failed to look
after us.

During the next two months I acted as unofficial Ambassador
to Lantau. I scratched backs where they needed scratching,
provided bhat to fill bellies and allowed A Troop football
team to lose graciously against the Police. .The Police
Inspectors at Tai O invited the troop team t6 play them
and the Prison Service at Six-A-Side. We descended from
the hills in the 4 tonner, with twenty two men to play
football we made a Mongolian horde, not a team. I was
asked how good I was at football and after watching me
play they allowed me to captain the B team. After two
resounding defeats and a developing pain in LCPL Yakub's
back, we retired to the Police station to consume beer

and a BBQ. We exhausted not only the food and beer but

I suspect most of the hot water as well. On every visit
the lads managed to find a shower somewhere.

I had great nights eating in Charlie's, the Tong Fuk
Store, and it was by a process of simple elimination
(i.e. those who could out-last Mrs Wan) that we found a
new set of friends. Staff and I lasted till well into
the morning and it was only at this stage that the expats
could start to understand Staff's dark accent. My troop
has a variety of English accents, ranging from Chatham

to Cheyne Walk. It caused me great delight to watch the
face of people hearing Staff Judh describe 'What a simply
awful day it had been. Couldn't see the coast at all
Saheb'. I spent a lot of the time trying to explain to
friends what Staff Mahendra was actually saying: that

is not an easy task as for most of the time I can't under-
stand what he is saying either.



30

The friends were widows, divorcees, foreign correspondents,
actors, policemen, hopeful airline pilots, bankers, travel
directors, and all of them keen on San Mig, or some
substitute. As a tame and quite talkative Gurkha Officer

I was a novelty to be introduced to everyone. All previous
to me seem to have exercised on the Island but made no
contact with the locals. So, with my Lantau mentor and
chief introducer, Mrs Pat Williams, I was determined to
make the most of it. It was whilst showing her my Kukri
that I discovered one of this weapon's amazing qualities.
The Kukri, when drawn and laid out on the table in front
of you, keeps chairs from being sat on and has small.
children transfigured and thankfully silent.

The fun lasted for too long and it was time to give
another troopy a chance on Lantau. As I signed over our
creation, the Braithwaite tank, the tents, and the EF
structures, I also departed - with a precious collection
of telephone numbers and friends.

.
L
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QGE DIVING TEAM IN FIJI

BY LT S J TUCKER RE

It was a warm day in Hong Kong when 30 men boarded the
VC 10 at Kai Tak on the 12 May 84. There was an air

of excitement among the passengers. They were going

to Fiji for a break from their routine work in Hong Kong.

As they entered the plane two of the men noticed the

cargo had been loaded. The vital explosives were on board
and everything was going as planned. It took 41 hours to
reach Guam and after refuelling,a further 6 hours to get
to Fiji. The party had reached their destination and

EX COCONUT GROVE 1/84 had begun.

The majority were from C Coy 2/7 DEO Gurkha Rifles and
formed the exercise advance party, but two, different
only in their cap badges, were from The Queen's Gurkha
Engineers' diving team. The exercise that was just
starting would involve 8 divers from QGE, 4 Royal Navy
divers, 6 Royal Fiji Military Forces naval divers and
an RFMF Naval Sqn Minesweeper and its crew for 7 weeks.

During the first week the advance party worked hard collecting
stores, liaising with the RFMF and erecting tents in the

Duke of Edinburgh Barracks, Lautoka, situated in the

west of the main island of VITI LEVU, in preparation for

the main body.

Soon after the main body arrived, the joint “diving team
boarded HMFS KIKAU and set sail for TAVUA island for their
first task. On arrival a small group went ashore to the
village to meet the Chief and to carry out a SEVU SEVU
ceremony: a ceremony where kava root, used in making the
traditional Fiji drink, is handed over in greeting.
Meanwhile the remainder of the divers were preparing their
equipment and packing long tubes of polythene with ANFO
explosive charges. Their task was to open a boat channel
through the coral reef in front of the village to enable
the fishermen to reach the beach with their boats at

low tide. The charges were placed along the line of the
channel by the divers and the coral blasted out of the way.

During their stay in Fiji the diving team completed 18
similar tasks around the outlying islands. They also
blasted large coral pinnacles from the centre of channels
used by cruise liners and cleared 2nd World War aircraft
bombs found in the waters close to the tourist resorts.

Almost everyday of the exercise the divers spent working
in the beautifully clear water carrying out their tasks,
and providing the villagers, cruise liners and resorts
with fish killed by the explosions. In return the divers
and the ships' crew were invited into the villages or
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resorts or onto the cruise ships for the evening, where
they were fed with beer and kava and where they were
always the centre of attraction.

Seven weeks spent sailing around the Fijian islands and
diving on the coral reefs in clear, blue water, visiting
almost all the island resorts and cruise liners as well
as meeting the villagers on their remote islands, being
guests of honour at their village dances and fed with
Fijian food and drink will certainly be seven weeks that
will not be forgotten for a long time.
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NEPAL CUP SEMI-FINAL 1983/84 QGE VS 1/2 GR

There was never a time in the last 10 years of Brigade of
Gurkhas' history when the two great rivals had not clashed.
The best two football teams in the Brigade were destined to
meet yet again. This time in the semi-final of the coveted
Nepal Cup Competition.

As in previous years, soldiers and colourfully Sari-clad
wives had flocked to No 1 Pitch of TDBG Sek Kong Camp in
anticipation of the thrills the two sides would provide.
No one in the Brigade.ever misses a QGE vs 1/2 GR match,
unless one is on Guard or essential duties.

Kick-0Off on the day was at 1000 hours. Although it was
still Winter in Hong Kong the temperature on the day
soared to 25°c. Quite hot considering just the day before
it was 14°c.

In the QGE Changing Room the boys had all changed and were
flexing and toning up their muscles. A tinge of nervousness
was in the air; a certain quietness had prevailed in the room.
Even Spr Subiraj, the loud-hailer of the squad was unusually
quiet. Only when the voice of team Captain, Major C McF Peebles
cracked the air, did the boys come out from their reverie.
Major C McF Peebles gave a stunning speech that lifted every-
body's hearts. Finishing touches to the prematch brief were
added by Capt W I McNeill (Trainer), Ssgt Kulbahadur Gurung
(Coach) and Lt(QGO) Hukumraj Thapa (Admin Officer). Capt

W I McNeill never failed to add a touch of humour whilst
briefing. The boys left the changing room im an elated
confident manner.

To reach the semi-final we had eliminated QG SIGNALS 5-1 in
a thrilling match at Yuen Long stadium, whilst 1/2 GR had
beaten GTR 3-0.

At exactly 1000 hours the match kicked off to an aggressive
start with both teams denying each other the time to control
the ball. After fifteen minutes, 1/2 GR seemed to be
controlling the game, while QGE's hard tackling was beginning
to waver. Thus in the first half 1/2 GR scored three easy
goals. We had missed opportunities too, as Cpl Hombahadur
Rana's goal was labelled an offside and Cpl Dambersing

Gurung blundered a shot over the bar.

Changing ends with this score was no drawback for 'Josh'
filled QGE. Following some concerted running and passing
from all regions the play, concentrated in 1/2 GR's half of
the field as QGE attacked. The relentless pressure paid off
as Cpl Damber 'Bombor' unleashed a fiery shot, having
received a pass from Maj Peeble, t6 score the best goal of
the match. Ten minutes later Lcpl Ganga dribbled past two
defenders and side tapped the ball past the hapless 1/2 GR
goalie to score our second goal.



At this point, the spectators who had leisurely sat back
thinking QGE had had it, were now sitting bolt upright
graming their fingers.

GQE's equaliser came from a corner kick. Lcpl Dalbahadur
struck the ball in a fashion aptly known as 'Banana' towards
the goal post and Cpl Hombahadur merely tapped it in.

1/2 GR's goalie had the mortification of seeing the ball
cross the line.

QGE's supporters this time went into a state of frenzy.
Paymaster Sahib (Trainer) knew that his 'Pressure Training'
of 6 am was paying off.

In a flash QGE had drawn level through relentless hard work
and soon it was time for extra play

It was 1/2 GR, who set the ball rolling with early
domination in the first half of extra time. However, when
they closed in on the QGE deep regions they were flustered
by the calm and collected displays of Lcpl Krishnadhoj and
Cpl Ravindra.

Second half of extra time saw a more furious game that swung
tantalisingly from one end of the field to the other. Three
goals were scored in this last excruciating fifteen minutes.
Unfortunately for QGE, two of these goals were scored by

1/2 GR.

So after more than 110 excruciating minutes of mayhem,
excitement and hard relentless action QGE hadi to admit
defeat.

1/2 GR later went on to win the Nepal Cup beating 2/2 GR
7-1.

By Cpl Tshering Lama -
67 Gurkha Fd Sqgn.

__________ Omommmm————



35

'EXERCISE DISTANT VENTURE' TO THE PHILIPPINES

As you know, once a year, members of the HQBF Potential Crew,
sail on White Dragon III from Hong Kong to the Philippines
via the South China Sea. Then the boat cruises around the
beautiful Philippine Islands. This Exercise is called 'ex
DISTANT VENTURE'.

This Exercise was divided into five legs and I was on the
second leg acting as crew. We cruised down to the southern
parts of the Philippines. The crew was made up of 7 members
as follows: Maj M Bridges (MES Wks), Maj P Gay (1/7 GR),
Capt G Glanville (TDBG), SSgt Jones (10 Int & Sy Coy),

Q Sgt Yeo (BMH), L S Brooks (HMS Tamar) and myself, Spr
Deoman Ijam (QGE).

On 1st February 1984, we all left Hong Kong and joined the
yacht at Manila Yacht Club. Leg 1 had sailed the yacht
from Hong Kong to Manila and now we were about to take over.

Our Exercise started from 2nd February 1984 and it began and
finished in Manila. First of all we visited four islands
South West of Manila, where on 3rd February Maj M Bridges
gave us all a briefing. Then we started sailing and 16
hours later we reached the village of Puerto Gallera

where we visited Sabaug beach.

From Puerto Gallera we sailed to Sibele Island which took
almost 13 hours. We stayed at Sibele for one night which
included watching a cockfight.

At 0800 hours on 6 February we proceeded to Mérble Country
Islands Village of Rambolon. We visited many places in
this village, which is famous for its marble structures.

After spending a day in Rambolon, we sailed to Boracay
Island on the 8th February where we spent another day.
This island has a % mile stretch of beach which has a very
large variety of water sports for entertainment.

On 10th February we sailed back to Manila via Puerto Gallera
and arrived on the 14th February where we handed over to the
next crew.

We spent 2 days in Manila and the things I especially remember
about the Philippines were the souvenir wood carvings and
coral from the deep sea. The Philippines are indeed very
beautiful. Almost everyone speaks English and they are very
friendly.

We left the Philippines on the 15th February at 1330 hours and
landed at Kai Tak airport at 1500 hours. This really was a
most interesting exercise.

By Spr Deoman Ijam



THE ADVENTURES OF ROYCROFT AND SLOTH IN BRUNEI - PART I

The sweat pausing briefly on 1its downwards journey trickled
slowly into the corner of his right eye. The tall angular
frame of Roycroft's body was hunched immobile in the under-
growth, his eyes keenly switching, his ears sifting through
the gamut of sounds surrounding his mind, listening for the
slightest whisper of the enemy. Towards his front, "Butty"
fingered nervously the 9 kg of deadly AR15, his senses too,
tweaked to the ultimate pitch. The position was surrounded,
and they knew it.

Roycroft recalled the Brigadier's advice, given to him only
four days previously: "The jungle is your friend'". He
sniggered secretly, pausing only to flick off the leech
bounding towards the warmth of his crutch. It started to
rain.

Meanwhile, elsewhere, Lt R P Sloth, musing on how far
Sennybridge seemed from Sittang Camp in time and distance,
rubbed more Suntoil into his burning legs, as the boys
struggled desperately to finish their task on time. He
was pleased. The detritus had delayed the piling, and
with the thought of sea snakes in his mind Sloth retired
again to the bar. He found another cigarette in his mouth
- it was a bad week to give up smoking. The half ton
"monkey " pounded its beat, driving pile after pile into the
bed of Sungair Tutong. The diesel-driven winch was
balanced precariously between two Mk IV assault boats.
Cpl Madankumar Limbu's orders could be heard: in the midst
of the remorseless beat of the hammer. The 6" x 2" bearers
for the jetty followed the progress of the piling rig out
into the centre of the river. The 24m of jetty would be
finished ahead of schedule. Yes, he could be happy.

As for Roycroft, the whoop of the Bell Hueys, as they
ferried the Gurkha battalion into the jungle, pumped
adrenalin through his veins. He was the uneatable, and
all six hundred of them were the unspeakables. His troop
were a strange mix, especially in the jungle. His own
Queeen's Gurkha Engineers supplemented by Gurkhas from
Brunei, Cheshires from Stanley, and Chinese from the Hong
Kong Guard Company, made a happy combination. With the
sudden stutter of the LMG, Roycroft knew that the attack
had started., and soon his Armalite was replying in
sympathy. But all too soon the assault was over and
Major Fortescue Smythe joined his victorious men on the
little knoll. The glowing cigar was handed back to him,
having been carried by his orderly throughout the attack.
The air of command exuded from his pores, like the sweat
that now dappled his olive drab combats. His eyes scanned
the captured enemy and alighted on the lieutenant's pips
on Roycroft's right shoulder. The exercise was over, and
Roycroft could return to the task in hand, the jungle
village.
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Sloth could smell the beer fumes coming up from the floor
and the jazz was in his ears. It was for him another night
in Ned Kelly's Ashley Road Kowloon,....Hong Kong. But
suddenly, his mind snapped into the present, to Brunei,

and the daily O Group. The OC's piercing eyes stared
stoically at Sloth awaiting an answer.  "No" said Sloth
decisively, feeling pleased with himself and then drifting
readily back to Ned's.

Roycroft however was pleading for more time and men:

"I've got 500 feet of tunnel to dig, and only one house 1is
complete, Sir. Because of the rain, the track is impassable;
the only way we can move the timbers for the other two

houses is by heli-1ift".

The OC turned to the Second in Command flicking through his
filofax, and ordered, "Organise 1it".

The finger wandered slowly around the rest of the O Group
until it finally rested on the Chief Clerk fidgeting
uncomfortably wishing it was all over. Within an hour it
was.

Roycroft's boys slipped the assault boats noiselessly into
the water; and adjusting his spectacles, Cpl H fitted the
outboard motors. This mission was important, and they knew
it. The National Koran reading competition had prevented
the Bruneians from flying out Roycroft's much-needed
welding kit, and this was a jungle insertion that he had
to do. He hadn't practised this for a long time. He

was remembering the river that he had flown over the week
before. The Royal Bruneian Air Wing had flown one of his
sections' wheelbarrow and all into the remote portion of
Brunei called Temberong. Theirs was a small but not
unimportant task.

The boats dodged river taxis and logs on the movement to
Bangar. Roycroft was grateful for the holes in his jungle
boots which allowed water to flow from his drenched body.
Lcpl Yakub Limbu greeted the expedition with joy and
relief, the oxygen and acetylene cylinders had been
weighing heavily on his mind. Time, like the wind, was
against them and on returning to Sittang camp Roycroft
discovered that he was late for the O Group.

Roycroft laughed aloud wandering back through the camp;

as Orderly Officer he had found guard mount quite easy;
after all they were only 5 foot high. He stopped to watch
the two stroke McConnel diesel-driven circular saw, still
cutting mercilessly into 6" x 6" timbers. He recalled

the words of SSgt Wood in training on the Young Officers
course; '"Don't worry, sirs, you'll never see this again",
as thirty Young Officers clustered around the same pilece
of mature machinery.



His duties necessitated a stop at the cookhouse where

the boys were eating their evening meal, ......... bhat
again. He cast an approving eye over the mountains of
rice (Himals as they are known in Gurkhali). Wandering

on into the Mess he picked up his gin and tonic and sat
down, hardly aware of the gentle hum-of the fans above
his head. Sitting, he surveyed the sun slipping slowly
beneath the horizon setting the sky ablaze; it was all
over too quickly, as so often happens in the tropics.

The itching on his arms, and the beetles attacking the fans
registered in his mind subconsciously. The twilight
pageant had heralded the nightly invasion of insects, and
his mind drifted forward .to the second half of EX PALM
FROND 32,49 0o

(Editors Note - I regret that the Author's illustrations
were unrepeatable - or should I say required re-drawing
for reproduction.)

e E—
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FAMILY NEWS

Charles Spottiswoode is now Executive Director of the
Fibrosis Research Trust and Roma has taken his place in
the British Library of Tape Recordings for Hospital
Patients. Daughters Barbara and Anne are deputy
housekeeper and theatre staff nurse respectively at
hospitals in London. Anne was married last year and

is living at Dulwich.

Peter and Sally Whitstone stayed with the Sp'odes
recently and I am told that Peter participated in the
London Marathon (why can't he grow old gracefully!)

Pete and Marjorie Clubley (MPF 67 Sqn 1962/64) A
most welcome letter from Marjorie. Pete retired
from the 'pub two years ago and has not been in the
best of health.













