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EDITORIAL

This is in the nature of a non-editorial. After all,

I said my farewells last time - and anyway, I've got a
plane to catch in less than 30 hours time! Yes, the
sangnine plan to produce the Newsletter during the
Squadron Comwmanders Course was doomed to failure from the
start. So here I am again burning the midnight oil once
again.... and its No 131

However, I hope Charles will enjoy it as much as I have.
In the matter of production he will have a harder task
than I did as he will not have access to the same facil-
ities. However, to more than offset that will be Charles'
much wider knowledge of peeple and things to do with the
Regiment and the GEA. He will need all your active
support initially, however, as not only will he be carry-
ing on with the task of establishing his new business,
but the family will be moving house again down to perm-
anent cuarters at St Leonards, near Hastings. In the
next months before the 14th edition please feed in all
the useful information that you can to Charles - if in
doubt at any time as to his whereabouts, contact him via
the Secretary.

That's enough. Good luck, Charles, I look forward to

reading edition No 14, If you're lucky I may even
send in a contribution!

wX=X=X=X=-X=X~



REGIMHENTAL NEVUSLETTIR
BY TH4 COMiANDANT

1 AUG 76 -~ 15 DEC 76

' LITTERA SCRIPTA MANET ' - THI WRITTEN LETTER REMATINS

The trouble with the obvious truth of this Latin proverb
is that not only does the written letter remain it
remains, in the case of the GIZIA Newsletter, to be com-
pared with its forerunners and its successors. With
this in mind I marked a whole fortnight in the diary

for the writing of this article; the period between my
return to Hong Kong from the E in C's conference and

my return to England for Christmas leave would be just
about right, I thought, particularly as your editor
asked for it by 1st January.

Now I am into the second week of the fortnight and on
my desk are fifteen confidential reports, five papers
due for comment, this year's embryo KUKRI article,
fifty unaddressed Christmas cards and a note from the
Head Clerk which reads '"Do not forget to let me have
the draft of the next GEA Newsletter before you leave
saheb." - Oh the perils of procrastination!

The week after the Engineer-in-Chief left in July we

started our annual retraining. Apart from the
essential hardy annuals - fitness training and class-
ification on the range - the whole period was devoted

to training both sguadrons into efficient infantry
companies capable of operating in both the rural and
urban internal security roles. This provided Andrew
Tugrey in his last few weeks as training officer and
Robin Alexander the I0/Ops officer the opnortunity to
provide some stimulating and worthwhile training ex-
ercises. The culmination was the traditional four

day Regimental Exercise with what is also becoming
traditional -~ the concurrent Fitness for Role Inspection.
Brigadier John Chapple, Commander 48 Gurkha Infantry
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Brigade spent a long hot night with us. After a
briefing and a non-tactical bhat on a hillside over-
looking the beautifully illuminated Hong Komg harbour
he was given a tour of every conceivable urban internal
security incident staged in Kowloon. The high spot
was a very effective 67 Squadron IS platoon dealing
with one of the most realistic riotous crowds I have
ever seen in training. The unruly element was provid-
ed by Headquarters Squadron and their 'friends' from
around the Colony. After a three hour journey in an
RPL the Brigadier was then transferred into an assault
boat (still at sea on a moonless night) and he went with
68 Squadron on to a remote part of Lantau Island to
carry out a rural cordon and search at first light.
Brigadier John was recovered from there in good order
to his house for breakfast by helicopter where he was
not too exhausted to write a complimentary report.

It was during retraining thatthe first of our old
friends arrived. The last few months have been note-
worthy not for the usual astronomical number of visitors
but for three particular visits of former members of

the Regiment. George Ritchie paid us a fleeting visit
in mid September. He was I think Jjet-hopping from one
disaster to another or at any rate attending conferences
discussing catastrophies. He did manage to find time to
remind his taste buds about the hospitality in the QGOs!
Mess.

In November the second 'old sathi' arrived - General
Bill Jackson. Alas this was for his farewell visit!
He had already attended the excellent handover dinner
in Chattenden Mess and the time had come to make his
farewell as Colonel of the Regiment. He was able to
take a last parade during which he commissioned Lt(QGO)
Premkedar Sherpa; he was dined out of the Mess in the
presence of Major General Brigade of Gurkhasj; he
attended a farewell nautch during which he was presented
with a replica of the Regimental centre piece and fin-
ally he was pulled out of the lines by the British and
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Gurkha Officers vhilst given the usual farewell floral
tribute by all ranks. There was no one in the Reg-
iment who was not sorry to say "Goodbye" to General
Bill. The Regiment owes him a great debt for all the
wvork he has done during the eighteen years he has been
associated with us. We vielcome Lieutenant General
Sir Hugh Cunningham KBE as our new Colonel and look
forward very much to his first visit to the Regiment
in his new aprointment next May.

Our third distinguished old comrade to drop in was
Jumbo Thomas. He spent nearly three weeks in Hong
Kong but we had to share his visit with his second love,
sailing. Vevertheless there was time to show Jumbo
around and to welcome to the Regiment, for the first
time, Priscilla. I will not say more about his visit
as I hovne that he has found time to write an article

on 'Returning to the Regiment after fifteen years' and
that it is to be found later in the Newsletter.

I mentioned earlier the handover dinner in the Chatten-
den Mess. Wle were fortunate, with General Bill's
invaluable assistance, to fly back to-UK the Regimental
Pipes and Drums during October, They beat Retreat in
the pouring rain on Brompton Square to twvo hundred
brave but appreciative spectators. They played most
of that evening at the dinner (and from what I can
gather into the following morning!). Later in the month
they played before HM The Queen at Minley Manor. It
was there that we also had a stand containing photo-
graphs and uniform displays which was visited by Her
Hajesty. The UK party was commanded by Lt(QGC) James
Bhujel who is still obtaining drinks on his stories of
what he told the Queen and vhat she said to him.

The end of September and the cnd of October brought

the festivals of Dashera and Dewali which were celebrated
in the traditional manner. Over Dashera we had Tony
Kendal AAG AG? who I am sure has returned to UK deter-
mined to post only officers who have taken the pledge

or are fully paid up members of Alcoholics Anonymous.
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There was one surprise guest at Kalaratri -~ Derek

Nimmo who had been interviewed for BFBS by Rob Thomas
and for whose stage show in Hong Kong Q Smith of Head-
quarters Squadron was the lighting expert. Dewali

was enlivened this year by a raffle of a pig from the
Regimental pig farm, It was won by Cpl Dhanjabahadur
Rai who asked for the money instead (£600). I know
that John Worthington and Harry Vialou Clark would
dearly have loved to win this animal as a prop for thei:
Chinese party two days later. This was undoubtedly
the party of the year in Hong Kong and I am delighted
to record that it was two officers of the,Regiment to-
gether with one from 1/2 GR (Bruce Jackman) who gave it.

I have just realised that I have been scribbling away
and apart from retraining I have not mentioned work.
Both the field squadrons and Headquarters Squadron are
hard at it. There is the usual crop of permanent and
not so permanent structures on the border and a section
of concrete road being constructed by 68 Squadron on
the west coast plus a myriad of other tasks. Never-
theless both squadrons find time to exercise with their
respective brigades, 2 Troop 68 Squadron took part

in a four day tactical competition run by 51 Brigade.
10 Platoons from each of the two British battalions in
the brigade, 1LI and 1 Grenadiers, also took part in
this competition which involved long night marches
across the most difficult terrain, ambushes, shooting,
fighting patrols etc. I am pleased to report that 2
Troop under Andrew Smith were the clear winners and
have a magnificent silver cup as proof of their achiewve
ment. Headquarters Squadron, without failing to
produce their usual excellent support to the field
squadrons, have successfully moved from Sham Shui Po

to Sek Kong - a not inconsiderable achievement.

During the last six months sport has been of mainly a

domestic nature. The detailed results of the Sapper

Bowl are tabulated elsewhere in the Newsletter, The

eventual winners after an exciting finish were C Troop
67 Sqgn. John Archibald and Tekansing Gurung are said
to be still celebrating two months after the finishl!
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Sport outside the Regiment has just begun again.
Both the Regimental Football and Hockey team have
made a good start but it is early days. Probably
not sport as such but I must record that Lepl Atal-
bahadur Tamang and two Gurkha wives won the Colony
road safety competition which is run on a knock-out
basis, the matches taking place over several months.
The competition, which is sponsored by BFBS, has a
unicue trophy in the form of a silver steering wheel
with a black crossed kukri button vhere the horn press
would normally be found.

I am sure that you will all have noted the fact that
Dame Flora MacLeod of MacLeod died at Dunvegan Castle
in November. Both the Colonel of the Regiment and I
sent signals to the new chief - the twentyninth - John
lHacLeod of MacLeod. In his reply the Chief wrote that
he hoped our long association would continue. It was
on 6th April 1956 that Dame Flora formally granted our
Pipes and Drums permission to wear the MacLeod Tartan.

Just before Dashera we suffered another loss. The
wife of Cpl MNarbahadur Gurung died in BHMH. She had
not be:=n well for some time. She leaves behind two
young children and her husband who, sadly, is due to
go on pension shortly.

Since the last Newsletter Brian and Sue Taylor have
left for Hy N Ireland; John Baker after a long hard
stint as Adjutant has gone to Chatham to be GELO (and,
if there is time, AI Bridging), John Pinel has gone to
26 Armd btngr Sqn and Peter Cooper and Sally have also
devnarted for UK where Peter starts his JDSC course
hefore Joining 20 Fd Sgn Ri. Feter Cooper has just
returned from leading the successful army exvedition

to the socuth peak of Annapurna, This was a tremendous
achievement and he deserves a Shyabash from us all but
you should see the hirstute Cooper now! We also said
goodbye to Mike Colohan, our doctor for the last two
years. We shall miss Mike and Tricia very much.
Lastly on the denartures we suy goodbye to Paul Galsworthy
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our SSLC officer, who has gone to start his architect-
ural degree at Bristol.

Clive Lowe has returned as 2IC 67 Sqn and we have been
joined by James Anderson and his wife Rosie, and John

Brannam. There will be many more changes at the Troop
Commander and Squadron Commander level to come during
1977, In September my successor was announced, Mike

Stephens presently at Camberley as an instructor but
as you still have a further two Newsletters to come
from me I will cut this one short now!

—-X—~X=-X-X-X-

The Sidaway Cup

On leaving the Regiment W02 Sidaway presented a cup to
be awarded to the Gurkha Engineer placed highest in the
British Forces Hong Kong annual rifle meeting. This
is a most welcome and appropriate addition to our
Regimental silver. W02 Sidaway represented the Regiment
at Bisley in 1975 and gave constant and invaluable
assistance to the team throughout his time with us.

He was the Royal Engineers Individual Rifle Champion

in 1973.
-X~X—-K-X=X-X~

Timely Information

A friend in the Bank in Hong Kong wrote to me the

other day that, after his return from a long absence,

he tried to contact David Corsellis by ringing the Mess.
He got the message that David had gone but was complete-
1y baffled by the Orderly's statement that "Five o'cloci
Saheb" had taken his placel

~X=X=K=X=X=X=X~



OFFICERS AND WARRANT OFFICLRS
SERVING WITH THE REGIMENT

AS AT 31 DEC 76

RHQ

Commandant Lt Col J Speight RE

21IC Ma j NWA Tomlinson RE

Adjt Capt AS Tuggey RE

10 Capt RJR Alexander RE

QM Maj(QM) LE Batty RE

Edn Offr Capt IR Jones RAEC

Gl Maj(QG0) Bhimbahadur Gurung MVO
HC Lt (QG0) James Bhujel

HQ Sqn

0oC Maj JA Jennings-Bramley RE
21C Capt AM Mackenzie RE

Trg Offr Capt RS McDonald RE

Wksp Tp 123 (B&MO)RG Rafferty RE

Res Tp Maj(Qti) KB Smith BEM RE

Des Team Capt(GE) BAR Thomas RE

Pmr Capt EP Heaton RAPC

Asst Trg OffrCapt(QGO)Ganesh Chhetri

Gurkha QM

Gurkha Fam Offr
Record Offr Lt(QG0) Premkedar Sherpa (TDBG in Feb 77)

67 Sqn

0C Ma j HE Vialou Cl rk RE

2IC Capt CA Lowe RE

A Tp

B To Capt JDC Anderson RE

C Tp Capt JR Archibald RE

Gurkha Capt Capt(QGO)Ichhabahadur Rai ‘=
A Tp QGO Lt(0G0) Jamansing Rai

B Tp QGO Lt(QG0) Sambahadur Rana

C Tp QGO Lt(QG0) Tekansing Gurung

MT/Plant QGC Lt(QGO) Lokbahadur Gurung
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68 San

0oC Ma j PJ Worthington RE
2IC Capt WIR Thackwell RE

1 Tp Lt JC Brannam RE

2 Tp Lt ARH Smith RE

3 Tp Capt DA Walker RE
Gurkha Capt  Capt(QGO)Bhimbahadur Gharti
1 Tp QGO Lt(QG0) Ekbahadur Gurung

2 Tp QGO Capt (QG0)Makardhoj Sahi

3 Tp QGO Lt(QG0) Kusalsing Gurung

MT/Plant QGO Lt(QGO) Lokbahadur Gurung
ERE

Head Clerk BGD Dharan: Capt(QGC) John Tenzing Lepcha

Head Clerk TDBG : Capt(QGO) Bharatsing Limbu
21C Admin Coy TDBG : Capt(QGO) Sunar Gurung BEM
Trans Team TDBG + Lt(QG0) Balkrishna Pradhan
RSM TDBG s WO Budhiman Gurung
DCI BGD Dharan s WO1 Jagbahadur Pun

Nepal Leave

Capt(QGO) Embahadur Gurung
Capt(QG0O) Indrakamal Tamang

Gurkha WOs

RSM w02 Budhibahadur Gurung
SSM 67 Sgn We2 Birbahadur Gurung
38M 68 Sqn Ssgt  Sherjang Gurung
ORQMS

RQMS Ssgt Belsing Thapa

Recently Departed BOs & BORs

Capt JG Baker RE : Fd Engr School RSME
Capt B Taylor RE + HQNI

Capt PC Cooper RE : 20 Fd Sgn RE

Capt JA Pinel RE : 26 Armd Engr Sqn
W02 DE Sidaway RE : 39 Engr Regt

W02 GF Jago RE : 35 Engr Regt
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Recently Departed (Contd)

Ssgt W Bringhurst RE : MES Wks NI

Ssgt CR Collingwood REME : 59 Indep Cdo Sqn Wksp REME
Sgt S Parkin RE : CEP Long Marston

Arrivals

Capt CA Lowe RE

Capt JDC Anderson RE
Lt JC Brannam RE
W02 JG Coffey RE
Ssgt FS Bromton RE
Ssgt MD Young RE
Ssgt PA Watson REME

Promotions
Lt(QG0) Premkedar Sherpa

British WOs & SNCOs With The Regiment
As at 31 Dec 76

Wo1 GA Dodd RE C of W (C) HQ Sgn
wo2 JH Smith RE QMSI Sigs/SSM HQ Sqn
wo2 T Wick RE QMSI Cbt Engr H{ Sqn
W02 R Hayton RE RQMS 67 Sqn
Ssgt MD Young RE SQMS HQ Sqn
W02 MW Day RE SQMS 68 Sqn
wo2 TP Langridge RE MPF HQ Sqn
wo2 WJ Forshaw RE MPF HQ Sgn
wo2 JG Coffey RE MPF HQ Sqn
woz2 RH Cummings RAPC Pay Clk Div 2 HQ Sqgn
Ssgt FS Compton RE C of W (C) HQ S8qn
Ssgt DW Cooper RE Chief Clerk HQ Sqn
wo2 TD Smith RE C of W (E) HQ Sgn
Ssgt PA Watson REME Art Veh HQ Sqn
Ssgt G Cumberland RE C of W (M) HQ Sqn
Sgt RG Bold RE Stmn Tech HQ Sqgn
Sgt AC Packham RE Stmn Tech HQ Sgn
Sgt JD Young RE POM HQ Sgn
Sgt  TA Baker RAPC Pay Clk Div 3 68 Sqgn

Sgt J Barrowclough RAPC Pay Clk Div 3 67 Sqgn
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THE REGIMENT REVISITED
BY COLONEL JUMBO THOMAS

Within minutes of arriving at his lovely quarter near
Beas Stables in mid-November John Speight asked me to
write something about my visit for the Newsletter, per-
haps noting differences between now and 'the old days'.
Priscilla and I were made so welcome by John and Rosie
and by everyone in the Regiment that I cannot fail to
keep my promise,

When the chance to visit Hong Kong on duty arose unex-
pectedly I took about ten seconds to make up my mind

while I reasoned; they say you should never go back; I
would miss an important Rugger centenary dinner in Cardiff;
what about an ailing HARI? (sadly she died just after we
decided to make the trip); and several other factors
flashed through my mind. But the 'ayes' had it overwhelm-
ingly so I accepted the invitation.

Perhaps my main reason for wishing to go - apart from

the duty aspect - was to allow the Regiment to meet
Priscilla and to allow her to see the Regiment about
which she had heard so much for seven years yet had never
seen 'at home'. TFor some weeks I didn't tell her of the
plan in case the trip didn't materialise but, when I did
break the news she began to pack within minutes like the
good camp follower the wife of a Gurkha Sapper has to be.
As she had never been East of Copenhagen nor South of
Majorca she was thrilled by the prospect.

T spent three weeks in Hong Kong, two of which were to
be at work - if sailing can rightly be called that -
whilst Priscilla was to visit the Speights for the last
two weeks, Our travel plans called for expert advice so
I telephoned Q Movements at the MOD and found myself in
the tender care of Derek Moorcroft who gave me magnifi-
cent assistance in planning my RAF flight; he also kind-
ly arranged some special 'bando' which ensured me VIP
treatment on both trips.
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My visit to the Regiment was in two parts; the first

two days of my stay and the last three. An excellent

and full programme was laid on and I was lucky to see
every side of the current life of the Regiment. With-

in two hours of my arrival I was on my way to Perowne
Barracks for a nautch to say farewell to General Jackson;
it was a very happy evening which started with a magnif-
icent 'bhat' set out on tables on the square. This pro-
duced the first surprise; no splinters of goat or chicken
bones which formerly pierced my gums or broke my teeth.
Rather the beautifully presented selection of meats, veg-
etables, chutneys and rice could have done justice to

the 'Peninsular' or the Savoy but was better than could
be found in either. T was to get used to a very high
standard of cooking wherever I ate - in the messes, in

a training office and in a site project office. I ate

a lot of bhat and drank a lot of San Mig.

The Nautch too was different; the stage curtains opened
and closed as planned; the scenery, the lighting and the
costumes were all professionally done although the ess-
ential element of surprise was maintained when a joker
who was conducting a minstrel band fell off his rostrum,
an unrehearsed antic which brought the cheer of the night.
Incidentally, the son of a former Gurkha Major gave a
brilliant 'take-off'! of a British Officer inspecting his
troop and speaking 'Sahebs! kura'to his Gurkha Officer.

The following morning General Jackson and I were enter-
tained by the married officers and their wives aboard

the Regimental junk vhich was skippered adroitly and
quietly by two Sappers. We visited an offlying island
where we anchored for a beautiful lunch served by the
ladies, some of whom - but not the General nor I - joined
their husbands for a swim. It was & very happy day.

That evening the General was waved off from Kai Tak and
the first part of my visit was over.

When my sailing duty was over I was lucky to be able to
spend a day with each of the Squadrons in turn and to
see the work they were doing; not much difference in the
tasks; accomniodation, road, horder fence work water
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supply in the field squadronsj; combat engineer and trade
training plus general support to the other squadrons, in
the Headguarters Sqguadron., Although the tasks I saw

were smaller in scope than some of the former undertakings
such as the Rompin-Gemas road &the Kota Belud airfield

and camp complex, the main difference I noticed was in

the standard of the work produced by tradesmen who were
supervised by expert and confident NCOs who knew what
standards - they wanted to achieve - something often absent
from trade work in the old days! The troop sergeant in
charge of a project on Kat O Chau Island proudly explain-
ed to me that flush WCs, hot water ablutions and showers
~and a small pumping station were being installed in acc-
ommodation occupied by a detachment from 1/2 GR. Espec-
ially as prior to the instaliation of the pump all water
had to be man-carried 200 yards uphill, the skill of the
Sappers was well appreciated by the Infantry.

There is currently a great need for bricklayers - an
unused trade of yore. The gap has been filled by unit
training and on a building site at MAN KAM TO I saw
twelve, pooled from the whole Regiment, hard at work
building a permanent accommodation block on the Border
wvhich incorporated, of course, H & C and all mod cons -
flush type! The work was very high class and perpendic-
ular - I was reminded of a ten foot high wall in the
Dashera hall at Sungei Besi which had to be demolished
twice before the correct accuracy was achieved. Plaster-
ing, too, has come into its own and holds no fears for
the Gurkha tradesmen; they would earn a fortune in the
United Kingdom. It was good to see the evident pride in
achievement in all ranks of the Regiment

The following day I was shown the new trade training
wing being constructed in 68 Squadron lines at Bowring
Camp; whilst not as lavish as Kluang when complete the
new accommodation will be bigger and better than that
which 70 Squadron inherited from 74 Squadron at Sungei
Resi and will cope well with the current basic training
requirement. The newly formed HQ Squadron has absorbed
the Training Wing and reminds one again of Sungei Besi
in that it has been formed largely from the disbanded
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54 Sguadron. Dare one hope that again, in time, the
Squadron could be re-named 70 HQ & Support Squadron?

The other task I saw was a 'hearts and minds! road im-
provement task behind Castle Peak; here one saw all the
component parts of road construction in progress: brick
culverts, pile driven revetting, minor plant work involv-
ing considerable swamp filling and drainage. Everything
was being taken in its stride by a troop of 68 Squadron
but, in view of changed times, there was considerable
evidence of economical use of manpower which was not so
commnon in the manpower generous days of Malaya.

On successive Sundays, Priscilla and I were entertained
by the Gurkha Officers Mess and by the Gurkha Sargeants
Mess. Both cvents were most enjoyable as nearly all
present had been serving in the Regiment in the years I
was there. All were older, some & little fatter and
thinner on top but all were in the usual high spirits.
No alteration there! All spoke excellent English which
made things easier when my tiura'! dried up. The Bhat
in both messes was magnificent and we were royally en-
tertained by the members of the messes and their wives.
Priscilla gained consideranle merit when answering the
RSHM's query '"'What is your hobby?" by replying "Looking
after my husband."

The grand finale of our visit was the Ladies Guest Nightj'
the Mess was filled and well decorated, the ladies look-
ed beautiful, the officers resplendent in RED less Kit -
something new to me in the Regiment - all added lustre

to the heautiful lless silver. ‘The 'bando' was smooth

and slick, the pipers piped, the Black Bear was paraded,
the PMC sat calm and confident. The 'Kaida' lives oni

0f course there uere some differences; for a year
nglish has been the official language of the Brigade of
Gurkhas; Roman Gurkhali is dead. The Sapper secms more
of an individual than he did - perhaps a result of str-
etching a shrinking establishment to maintain the Reg-
iment on its present organisation without lowering stan-
dards. The driving ability of every driver with whom I
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travelled was magnificent in the maelstrom of Kowloon
and Hong Kong traffic. Any difference I saw was one of
maturity not of essence and was without exception for
the better.

At the end of the Ladies Guest Night I was asked if I
was nostalgic for the past and sorry to be leaving the
next day. I replied that I 'as going back happily to
tell the 'kohi hais' that their dreams and hopes of
years ago have come true.

I am glad that I broke the rules and went back,

“X=X-X-X-X~X~X~-

Carry On Eating

Disaster struck at the discerning palate in London last
Autumn - the Natraj Restaurant was closed by a fire!
Hovever, in spite of rumours that new premises were to
be acquired, business is once again back to normal at
95, Charlotte Street. Tel: 01 = 637 = 0050.

~X=X=X=X=X~=X=X=X~—

New Address List

With any luck the February 1977 edition of the GEA
Address list will accompany this Newsletter. As a

final plea from one who has been involved in trying to
keep tabs on everyone for the list, may I ask you once
again to remember the Secretary when you move and change
address, And, of course, at the same time, always take
the opportunity to include a snippet of news for the
Family Gossip!

X=X =X =X=~X=X=X-X=X=X=X=
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THE GURKHA E£NGINESRS PIPES AND DRUMS IN UK
BY 1T (QG0O) JAMES BHUJEL

I felt myself greatly honoured when the Commandant, one
day in his office told me that I would be going to UK
with the Pipes and Drums who were to play during her
Majesty's visit to Minley Manor on 29th October 1976.

Our participation was made possible by the efforts of

our Colonel of the Regiment, General Sir William Jackson
JLE,KCB,MC, In addition there was to be a static display
stand from the Regiment ith the idea of showing ler
Majesty different stages of the Gurkha Sapner's life.

On 11th October, I, with 11 members of the Pipes and Drums
left for UK. The second and last batch arrived in UK on
20th October.

The first engagement was on the 22nd October when the
Pipes and Drums Beat Retreat at 1800 hours on Chattenden
Square in the pouring rain. There was a large crowd, of
vhich 55 were officers from the Gurkha Engineer Association.
The Pipes and Drums also played at the dinner night later
in the evening. It was a very pleasant sight to see
Gepnerals Jackson and Bouring, Colonel Bowen and Major C
Cronk dancing 'Jhamre' to the tune of Naini Tal. Despite
ny bheing very cautious not to come in close contact with
GG Roach Saheb, I was there with him almost towards the
end ie, the following morning. The bar c¢lesed; but not
before Colonel Roach had ordered a dozen pints of beer

in a dozen glasses - and only him, General Perowne and
myself left to drink them. Thus, one part of the enpgage-
ment was successfully completed, and ve went hack to
Church Crookham on 23rd October.

Mow the most important task. The Gurkha Engineer static
stand looked like a skeleton to me on the first day of
our starting work there. There was nothing but the tent.
I had brought 4 Gurkha soldiers from an RSME course on
roturn from Chatham to construct the stand. There were
rehearsals on 25th and 27th October and in spite of being
not ready for the 25th, after much hard work helped by
tio soldicrs from the Apnrentice College, we were ready
on the 27th.

19



On 29th October at 1100 hours Her Majesiy The Queen
arrived at Hawly Hard. She was accompanied by His
Royal Highness The Duke of REdinburgh. The Pipes and
Drums and the Royal Engineer bands from Aldershot and
Chatham played, countermarched and marched off. The
Queen watched a demonstration of engineer equipment from
a heated dais, Later, at 1.30 pm The Queen attended
lunch at Minley Manor., Before lunching she was taken
round the Sunken Garden to meet the guests who mumbered
no less than 400; including me! I was fortunate enough
to have the opportunity to speak with both Her Majesty
and His Royal Highness.

After lunch, at 1500 hours, Her Majesty, accompanied by
the Chief Royal Engineer and followed by the Duke of
Edinburgh, toured the static display. Our stand was the
second last to be visited. The time allotted was 1 min-
ute but both The Queen and Prince Philip stayed longer
than that. The stand contained 4 large backdrops of
Hong Kong, jungle in Brunei, East and West Nepal,
ornaments, weapons, jewellery, National Dresses of both
East and West Nepal, items of Regimental life such as
parade belt,Khonra, Gurkha Felt hat, Kilmarnock hat,
kukri, Bovring Trophy and models of engineering equip-
ment designed and invented by Gurkha Ingineer officers.
ie, Bowen Bunker, Farelf Filter and Sherbahadur Raft etc,
There were six soldiers who were dressed in Nos 2,3, 6,
East and West Nepal dressj; they stood in front of the
appropriate artefacts which were displayed, At Her
Majesty's arrival I was introduced to her by our Colonel
of the Regiment. Both Her Majesty and WRH the Duke of
mdinburgh appreciated our stand very much., When Her
Majesty came out of the display stand I introduced her
to the Drum Major and told her "that the Gurkha Engineer
Pipes and Drums were here particularly to greet your
Majesty". The Queen then went to visit the Postal stand
and as she departed the Pipes and Drums played., A huge
crowd came to visit our stand afterwards - and though it
was announced that stands would close at 1630 hours we
could not do so until 1745 hours.

So the important mission was completed with great success
- a truly enjoyable adventure,
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ANNAPURNA SOUTH PEAK EXPEDITION
BY PsSTER COOPER

I didn't really want to do it, honest, but they said
that if I didn't I'd be sent to the border again. Well,
that's an offer you can't refuse; so, on September the
22nd off I went to Kai Tak Airport and caught a plane to
Kathmandu. Another day and I was in Pokhara and then
dragging myself up some hills for six days. Stopped at
a lot of places like Naudanda, Lumle and Chandrakot then
down a massive hill and up another to Gandrung. Lovely
places and beautiful scenery and I was enjoying myself
when, suddenly, after Chomro, no houses, beds or food.
Stayed anight in a cave called Hinko and then arrived at
the Annapurna Sanctuary. The lack of comfort you could
get used to but greeat big lumps of ice being thrown at
you and holes in the snow to fall down made it nearly as
bad as RCB., By this stage it was very hot in the day,
getting closer to the sun you see, and knowing a bit ab
about mythology I was somewhat worried that the nylon on
my duvet would melt and all my feathers would come off.
However, I was only airborne once, for a few brief seconds,
and my feathers did't wvork then anyway. Finally coldn't
go any higher which was a Godsend because it was very
windy, and what had taken 30 days to slog up took 3 days
to slide down. The bit that was really tough was that .
the Star beer I drank afterwards didn't agree with me.
I'd do it all again though.

~X~-X=-X=-X-X~-

Regimental Footnote

Peter Cooper has just completed a tour as a Troop
Commander in 67 Squadron. He planned and led a success-
ful assault on Annapurna South Peak (23,600 ft).
Expedition members included British, Gurkha and Chinese
soldiers.,

-X=X=X=X=-X=-X~-
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NEWS FROM DHARAN
BY JOHN GETLEY

Lt(QGO) Ramparsad Rai GE (Retd)

5
I wonder if you know Ramparsad Saheb? He is a pressing,
boastful, happy Rai from Chelanthe, a village four hours
West of Bhojpur. He retired last Spring from the
Regiment and, like so many of our soldiers, is determined
to use his experience in the Army to help develop his
village. He was a successful RSM in the Regiment and

has a depth of Combat Engineer experience,

It all began when the Primary School roof needed a re-
thatch, The school is owned by three villages and these
annual repairs were seldom done, leaving the building a
scruffy place =nd the fabric in danger of collapse.
Ramparsad pressed on Welfare Funds for money to buy CGI
and nails and organised his friends into teams to carry
the stores the six days to the village. The CGI sheets
are short six foot ones but you'll know that the Tribeni
path is cut into the cliff five hundred feet above the
Kosi and in places is only a few inches wide., He'd

then found a retired Lance Corporal from 7 GR's Assault
Pioneer Platoon who'd been trained as a Carpenter in
Kluang and who hammmered the new roof into place. Am-
azingly, the whole scheme only took two months.

The unwearied Saheb was soon back to discuss a piped
water supply for the school, Schools are built at the
centre, equidistant from the villages they serve. They
are sited on bluffs in the places earlier generations
built their castles., Water is generally far away and
the children must either bring their own or go as thirsty
as the dried up marigolds that are now grown as part of
the handicraft curriculum that these schools must teach,
Again, it was possible to assure him that, provided he
would do a decent job, he need not worry about money.

A recent visit to the village has shown that he has »
stockpiled some excellent stone - mostly the stone is
micah-flecked and pervious to water making a decent

quality difficult to find., He's had the village carry -
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the sand up from the river; it's so far you only carry
two loads a day. But, above all, he's carried in the
coils of plastic pipe down the difficult path. He'd
re-coiled it to a six foot diameter load mounted on a
light bamboo frame weighing 75 lbs. One man carried
two of these loads at a time. Expenses for the porters
were £3 per load for the six day lift. This cost com-
pared well with the Cedar plans to use underslung heli-
copter 1lifts at a cost of £225 per seven coils! Now
money saved by Cedar can pay for all Cholante's costs.

What is next? I understand that Capt(QGO) Tikaraj Rai,
round as a.football and sadly stricken with gout, is to

be carried from his comfortable fireside near Dharan to
plan and construct a similar scheme for Rawa Katamchha.
But, seriously, I hope that Lt(QGO) Ramparsad Rai's
example of how an ex-serviceman may help his village will
serve as a model for future Canadian Aid to Nepal.

—X~X=X=X=X-

Sapper Bowl Competition 1976 - Final Result

Team Total Points Position
RHQ 64 7th
67 Suyn A 'Tp 69 6th
B Tp 104 2nd
C Tp 106 1st
68 Sgn 1 Tp 69 5th
2 Tp oL 3rd
3 Tp 82 Lhtnh

—X=X~X=X=X=X=

23



THE GEA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Minutes of the 19th Annual General Meeting held at the
Burgoyne Theatre, Chattenden Barracks, at 4.00pm on
Friday 22nd October 1976,

1+ THOSE PRESENT

General Sir William Jackson GBE KCB MC President
Lieutenant General Sir Hugh Tunningham KBE
Major General LECM Perowne CB CBE

Major General JHS Bowring CB OBE MC
Colonel MJA Campbell MBE MC Chairman
Colonel RA Ricketts

Colonel DH Bowen OBE

Lieutenant Colonel PC Harvey MVO
Lieutenant Colonel MJF Stephens

Lieutenant Colonel JH Edwards

Lieutenant Colonel J Thornber

Lieutenant Colonel TC White

Lietenant Colonel GG Roach

Major C Spottiswoode

Major T le M Spring-Smythe

Major IAD Thomson MC

Major M Gaffney

Major JNB Stuart

Major FA Cronk

Major TF Croxall

Major DF Moorcroft

Major JB Freeland

Major DJR Stack

Captain J Preedy

Captain PW Cook

Captain WJ Chesshyre

Captain RA Lawson-Tims

Captain JG Baker GELO
Iieutenant Colonel JE Kitching Secretary and
Treasurer

2., PREVIOUS MINUTES

Acceptance of the previous minutes, held on Friday
31st October 1975 was proposed by Colonel Harvey and
seconded by Major Spottiswoode.
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3. POINTS ARISING

Lt Col Roach has handed over as Associate Membership
Secretary and his duties are now shared between the
Secretary and WO1 DVP Hindle(Retired).

Ly, CHAIRMAN'S STATZMENT

a, Commitee Changes.

(1). The Editorship of the Newsletter passed
from Maj IAD Thomson to Maj M Gaffney in Nov 75,

(2). Maj Spottiswoode has agreed to take over

the Editorship in Feb 77 when Maj Gaffney rejoins
the Regiment. Typing and secretarial support
would be provided from Chatham.

(3), The meeting noted that the post of GELO
had passed from Maj Wigget to Capt Reynolds and
from Capt Reynolds to Capt Baker during the
course of the year.

(k). Lt Col Harvey proposed a vote of thanks to
retiring committee members, This was seconded
by Maj Stuart.

b, Honorary Membership. George Philp has accepted
honorary membership.

ce Entertainments.

(1). The GOR Party - 26th March. The party was
not very well attended but those who did come
enjoyed it; we had visitors from Devon(ex-RQMS
Hammett), Bristol(John Preedy) and, of course,
Luton(Dave Hindle!l).

(2). The Minley Party - 14th May. Well attended
by about 60 people. It made a profit - by
accident!
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(3). The Corps Dinner. Seven people sat at
the Gurkha Engineer Table,

(4). The Shooting Party. It was a good evening.
About 80 attended.

(5). The Dashera Party. Forty people said they
were coming andb62 came. There was nearly a
'bhat' shortage but we survivedi

d. Corps Painting. The Corps has bought a painting
by Jane Corsellis of the Pipes and Drums. It now
hangs in the main bar in Chattenden.

5. TREASURER'S REPORT A revised 1514 was available at
the meeting. The Treasurer proposed that the profits
from the Minley parties should be used to subsidise the
Handover Dinner, and that when all payments associated
with the dinner had been made, all surplus funds should
be transferred to our deposit fund and advice sought on
further investments. Approval of the accounts and those
propositions was proposed by Colonel Bowen and seconded
by Major IAD Thomson.

6. FUTURE ENTERTAINMENTS

a, The meeting agreed to the following suggestions:

(1). The spring GOR party should be discontinued
in favour of a GOR outing run by GELO. Members
could attend if they wished.

(2). A mixed dinner party at Minley in May.
Depending on Mess availability, 6th May was the
most popular date, and would be at the end of the
RERA meeting.

(3). There should be another Shooting Party if
the team comes home.

(4). There would be a Gurkha Engineer table at
the Corps Dinner.
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(7). There would be a Dashera Party at Chatham
in early October,

(8)., The AGM should be held in London to co-
incide with the GBA Dinner.

b. The meeting noted that the GBA Dinner would be
held on 12 Nov 76 and the GBA Sandhurst Reunion on
14th May 1977.

7. There being no other business, the meeting closed at
1635 hours.

(Signed)
Lieutenant Colonel
Secretary

-X~X=X~X~=

Silver Statuettes

There are still some silver Satuettes of Gurkha Soldiers
available through the Secretary., Remember, they are st
still at their original, low price of only &£27. To
make them from scratch now would cost some£40; so buy
now whilst stocks last!l

-X-X=X~-X~=X=X-
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GEA and GBA ACTIVITIES

Events in the first half of 1977 are publicised below
in order of importance and not chronologically.

Minley Party 27 May 1977

- Please note the revised date. Dermot Stack, current
PMC of the Minley Mess, has 'volunteered' to run the
party this year. Please use the enclosed reply form
and return it to him in good time before the final
cut-off date quoted. The cost should be about the same
as last year.

Parley-voo? GOR Trip to Paris Easter 1977

After the success of the previous trip to Paris organ~
ised by Bill Wiggett, John Baker, the present GELO has
been under strong pressure from the soldiers on courses
at Chatham to organise a further outing to Paris. To do
this he really needs a French speaker to accompany him -
it helps also to have a nodding acquaintance with the
French military system. Anybody interested, both non-
French speaking and French speaking, should contact

John Baker at Chattenden (Ext 435) as soon as possible.
The date of the trip has not been fixed yet but will
probably coincide with the RSME Easter block leave,

GBA Reunion 14 May 1977

The annual GBA Reunion will be held at the RMA again
this year on 14 May. Tickets may be obtained by writing
to the AAG Brigade of Gurkhas:

Room 5hh
Lansdowne House
Berkeley Square W1X 6AA

Applications should be made by 15 April and only if the
numbers exceed 360 will there be any restriction on the
allocation of tickets by Regiments.

Corps Dinner 1977

There will be a Gurkha Engineer table at the Corps Dinner
again this year. Please watch the Pickaxe for further
details,. 28



Handover Dinner 22 October 1976

The Handover Dinner, as you will have gathered from

James Bhujel Saheb's article was well attended and most
enjoyable. Some 60 or so members of the GEA were present,
The occasion was marked by a speech from Colonel John
Edwards and extracts are quoted below:

"...It was a happy day for the Gurkha Engineers when
General Bill was selected to command it. His period of
command was one of the most successful that the Regiment
has enjoyed, and it was apity that his star was ascending
so fast that he could not complete his tour. As Colonel
he has looked after the Repgiment's interests, sometimes
in very high places; encouraged the Regiment in all its
endeavours; and helped and advised successive Commandants.
His distinguished career has brought honour to the Reg-
iment, and despite the fact that I no longer have the .
right to do so, I know that I speak for every officer and
soldier of the Regiment, past and present, when I say
thank you , Sir, for all that you have done for us.

In his place Lieutenant General Sir Hugh Cunningham is
taking over as Colonel. Although he never served with
the Regiment, for most of the war he was with the Madras
Sappers and Miners, from where, together with the other
two corns of Sappers and Miners, many of our traditions
derive. Also he was CRE 3 Division when 68 Squadron was
a part of it. Ue is not, therefore, a stranger to the
Regiment and its ways. On bhehalf of all of the members,
Sir, may T welcome you to the GEA, and I know that John
Speight would want me, on his behalf, to welcome you to
the Regiment itself... "

The passing of authority as Colonel of the Regiment was
then symbolised when General Bill handed over the
Colonel's cane, which had been brought from Hong Kong for
the occasion, to General Hugh.

Colonel zdwards then presented General Jackson with a
miniature cane on which is engraved 'From the GEA with
thanks and good wishes.'!

~X~X=X=X=-X=
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FAMILY GOSSIP

Rosie Jackson was married on 4 Dec 76 to a Sapper -
Captain RJD Reid,

Colonel Tony Ricketts was last heard of in hospital at
the New Year with mastoid trouble. .We hepe all is well
now,

Mike Calvert has been off in the States again since
Christmas with some thin excuse about work.

David Corsellis is enjoying his course and looking
forward to his job as MA to DCDI - which should involve
him in .a certain amount of travell

Don Crocker from his retirement address in Yorkshire
still managed to embarrass the Hon Treasurer by pointing
out a mistake in the balance sheet in time for the AGM!
Nice one Don!

The Druitts are over the Moon about their projected move
to Hong Kong at the end of the year; Peter is to become
Regimental 2IC in place of Nick. Donna is now feeling
slightly mollified about their extension in Osnabruck so
that Peter can take his Support Squadron to Ireland in
the Sapper role. When he finds time, he has promised

to write a cookery article for the Newsletter - he has
got some super curry recipes.

Peter Harvey like Colonel Ricketts, is doing a Defence
Fellowship. and has moved up to Keele.

Robin Jordan has now finished up in Glasgow and is doing
a Demolition Study at Chatham. Anne is living at their
new house near Salisbury. Later this year Robin is going
as G1 at UKLF.

The Marriotts had adaughter just before Christmas.
Richard now seems certain to spend at least another year
in the Bristol area as IBM Branch manager,
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Duncan Morris sent a very cryptic Christmas card which
indicated that he and Rosemary may be intending to move
again - possibly to Nepal this time.

Paul Reedman I am reliably informed, is to go shortly
to 39 Regiment as 2IC,

Philip and Tricia Rich have now joined the Chatham Jet
Set. Philip is at HQ RSME.

George Ritchie is also to be seen at Chatham occasion-
ally in between disasters. His Disaster Study has been
extended,

Tan Slater is now very happy, thank-you, in civilian
1ife as the Technical assistant to the group chairman
of a very large firm,.

Tom Spring Smythe is due to go out to Singapore later
this year for some time.

Tan Thomson is kecping a remarkably low profile down
in Brighton these days. However, he is quite happy to
come up to town to socialise if asked!

Malcolm Thomson has also appeared down at Chatham as
a Squadron OC in 12 Regt.

Dominic Verschoyle and Auriol will be moving to Barton
Stalag shortly. Dominic is to take over an STRE,

John Worthington is going to the MOD when he leaves

68 Scuadron. Not guite sure what the job is as he was
remarkably cagey on the phone. However, he assures me
he is pleased with the job but would rather not be in
London to do it!

~X=X-X=X=X=X=
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ASSOCTATE MiIMBERS NEWS
BY DAVE HINDLE

A number of old Kluangites will remember Jock Grimmond;
he retired in 1971 and is at present living in Perth.
On leaving the Service he decided to have a few weeks
leave before getting down to the task of finding himself
a job. To be on the safe side he popped down to the
Labour Exchange(sorry, Job Centre) to put his mame down
for any vacancy that might pop up within the next few
weeks., He was asked to call back the following day

and to his surprise/horror was told to report to the
Centre on the Monday following. He is now the Resettl-
ement Officer in the Perth Job Centre - so anyone in t
that area looking for a job, contact Jock!

I was called up one morning by John Place(ex 68 Sqn
1965-68). He is now a plant manager somewhere in the
Midlands. He asked me to pass on his best wishes to
any of the Regiment who remember him. It turned out
that he corresponds with Dave Clifton who gave him my
telephone number from distant Cyprus.

Dave and Ida Clifton will be leaving Cyprus in the New
Year; Dave will be posted to Chatham so I will have
one more contact in the area. Always a handy thing to
have - he owes me a beer anyway!

In July I attended the Shooting team Party at Crook-
ham, Afterwards I made my way back to No 1 where the
Sergeants' Mess were having their Summer Ball. Al-
though I was not suitably attired, I managed to attend
on the fringes and met up with Bob Moores, ex RQMS,
and his wife,Agnes, Within minutes of meeting themn,
George and Isobel Prentice arrived closely followed by
Big Mack Mc Kenzie. Any Kluangite who felt his ears
burning that night now knows the reason why!l

Bill Blaikie (Pay WO in Kluang) and his wife Alice

are somewhere in the Hong Kong area. The Pay lark must
be good; he is a now a Captain with a Gurkha Infantry
battalion,
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