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Editorial

Andy Gooch

Welcome to the 2009 Edition of the QGE Magazine. |

would like to open this short editorial by firstly thanking

the previous editor, lain Adamson for all his hard work and
enthusiasm over the past few years which have contributed
to the success of this publication. On similar note | would
like to thank all those who have contributed to this edition
since without your articles there would not be a magazine. A
special thank you must go to all the Prices for their articles
covering the Reunion in Nepal.

Late last year | was lucky enough to be able to return to
Nepal to attend the 60" Anniversary Celebrations, many
thanks to Dom Verschoyle and Hukumraj Saheb and his in
Country team for all their work. As | was talking to the old
Sappers one thing that struck me immediately was how
much people crave information on what is going on both in
the serving Regiment and in the lives of those who have left
the service. So, as a plea, please continue to send updates
and articles in. | will happily receive them all year round and
not just as a result of a begging letter. On this note there
certainly seems to be a lot to read about from the Regiment
this year. If my maths is correct | have counted 13 countries
that QGE soldiers have deployed to and exercised in over
the past 12 months and there is the UK activity on top of
this.

As all readers will know, this year saw the 60" Anniversary
of the Regiment and there are a number of articles and
many more photos to celebrate this event.

As technology continues to alter the way we conduct our
business | thought it was time to re-advertise the existence
of the QGEA website. Although it has been up and running
for a few years it has not really found the role that was
previously envisaged. It can be found at the following web
address: www.ggea.org.uk

Please take a minute to look at

it and if you have any comments
please send them to the website
editor. On a similar note, a plea
from our Secretary. Can everyone
ensure he has your correct
address; both surface mail and
email. He currently has a large amount of mail coming back
and would like to make sure the news gets through and if
possible by email.

I have kept the format the same as for the previous years
but if there is something you would like to read about and
see in the future please let me know. | am thinking of a
regular feature entitled ‘What Gurkhas say and what they
really mean’. This idea was formed when | was recently
going through some old paper work and came across a
troop training programme which informed me one of the
troops was going to go peasant shooting in Chatham on
Wednesday afternoon. The police were informed but luckily
the troop was just trying to bag a few pheasants!

Before | let you delve into the magazine and read the
interesting part, | would like to thank a few more people who
have helped in the production of the magazine. Firstly to the
Gurkha Major and Captain Prembahadur Ale for collecting
all the articles from the Regiment and secondly to Hukum
Saheb in Nepal for his continued hard work.

| hope you enjoy this years magazine and find it informative
and interesting. Jai QGE

STOP PRESS: Congratulations to Lt Col R Wardlaw on
being selected for promotion to Colonel in 2010.
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Message from the Colonel of the Regiment

Lieutenant General David Bill CB

It really has been a remarkable year for the Regiment

with celebrations of our 60" birthday being marked in
some style both in the UK and in Nepal. Meanwhile our
soldiers continue to demonstrate the highest standards

of professionalism and josh wherever they are sent in

the world. Indeed, we seem presently to be providing a
continuous commitment to Afghanistan with commando
gurkha engineers at troop strength recently recovered
from a particularly tough tour of duty in Helmand, only

to be replaced by the newly created QGE mechanised
troop forming part of 33 Armd Sqn. | shall leave detailed
description of the Regiment’s exploits to others, but suffice
it to say that our ever increasing exposure to the wider
Army continues to win us allies as we seek to broaden our
horizons in the wake of changes to gurkha terms of service
and related factors. But to say that decision makers are
wary is something of an understatement in the present
macro-economic climate. We understand the need for
patience in the marshalling of our arguments.

Turning to the social highlight of the year — our 60*"
birthday, the Regiment did us proud at Maidstone marking
the actual day on 28" September with an excellent turn
out of regimental members past and present and ample
opportunity for excursions down memory lane aided by
photo albums and displays from yesteryear. We also
enjoyed a delightful informal lunch in the Minley Orangery
earlier in the year as well as a memorable dinner night at
Maidstone which, with pipers around the table after dinner,
brought back for more than a few, evocative Hong Kong
memories of similar occasions in the Perowne Mess. So a
huge thank you to the Regiment in particular for ensuring
that all these events passed off in such good order.

But for those lucky enough to make the trip, the regimental
reunion in Nepal provided the icing on the cake with 40 or so
of us travelling from the UK and elsewhere to join more than
420 QGE at Pokhara for a remarkable and unforgettable
tamasha. Bhimbahadur Gurung presided over an expertly
executed programme of bhat, beer, chatter and dancing in
the delightful setting of the Fulbari Hotel. Under Hukum’s
exceptional organisational hand — some things just don’t
change — ‘willing’ assistants were pressed into service such
that every detail was flawlessly covered. A great day.

Turning to wider matters, the Gurkha Welfare trust continues
to do a remarkable job in the hills, providing increasingly
targeted and sophisticated support to our pensioners.
Inevitably it faces a testing couple of years in securing

the necessary funds to allow its core activities to prosper.
Clearly the GWT can do with all the help that we can muster
and may | reinforce a point made so cogently by Mike
Stephens whilst we were in Pokhara: the UK regional GWT
structure is always looking for contributors — both financial

and practical. Should you be willing and able, perhaps you
could seek out your local committee and join up!

Finally | must thank your committee under Tony Harking’s
sound leadership and John Wheeley’s secretarial eye for
another year of sterling effort. And sadly - as the wheel
makes another turn, the Regiment must bid a fond farewell
to its Commandant and GM. Richard Wardlaw and Dudh
Saheb have made a remarkable team in the most testing
of times. Thoughtful, energetic, pragmatic and hugely
dedicated we owe them both an enormous debt of gratitude
for what they have given and what they have together
achieved for the Regiment and its members during their
tenure.

So we can look to the future with confidence. How many
can say that in these difficult days. With all good wishes.



The Commandant’s Report 2008-09

Lieutenant Colonel R Wardlaw

With the recovery of the Regiment from Op HERRICK 7 in
March last year, you might be forgiven for expecting this
year’s report to reflect a return to something which passes
for normality. However, with the deployment of Queen’s
Gurkha Engineers with 70 Gurkha Field Support Squadron
on Op VALERO, 24 Commando Engineer Regiment on Op
HERRICK 9, and with the newly formed Gurkha Mechanised
Troop in 33 Armoured Engineer Squadron on Op HERRICK
10, the reality is that the last 12 months have been no

less dominated by operational commitments than those
before. Concurrently there has been the requirement to
make meaningful progress in addressing the structural
imbalances introduced as a result of the new Gurkha Terms
and Conditions of Service (GTACOS), ensuring that in the
long term the Regiment provides the career and promotion
opportunities our soldiers deserve. To do so, against the
backdrop of such a hefty commitment to operations and

the prospect of further deployments on both HERRICK 11
and 12, highlights the size of the challenge faced. Indeed,
if it were not for the determination, perseverance and
selflessness shown by so many, | would not, in my final
report as Commandant, be able to report that the Regiment
is in the fine form that it is today.

Not wishing to be left out of the action, shortly after the
recovery of the Regiment from Op HERRICK 7, 70 Gurkha
Field Support Squadron fielded a troop in support of the
deployment of the Spearhead Land Element (SLE) Battalion
to Kosovo on Op VALERO. Under the inspired leadership
of Captain Bishnu Ghale, over a period of just 6 weeks, the
troop made an outstanding contribution to the deployment,
masterminding the construction of the Devic Bridge and in
so doing earning the respect of the local population as well
as the praise of MNTF(N) Commander. Captain Bishnu’s
recent award of a Joint Commander’s Commendation is just
reflection of the success enjoyed. Returning to Maidstone
at the beginning of July, the period through to Christmas
has been dominated by commitments to the new training
year, with the focus for both Gurkha squadrons firmly at
sub-unit level and below, albeit in the context of forthcoming
commitments to both HERRICK 11 in Sep 09 and HERRICK
12 in Mar 10 as part of 52 Brigade. A particular highlight

in this period was the deployment, on the occasion of

our 60" Anniversary, of 29 personnel on Ex MALAYSIAN
GURKHA SAPPER, a Battlefield Study designed to reflect
on the contribution made by the Regiment to a very different
counter-insurgency and the lessons we can draw to shape
our approach to operations in Afghanistan today. It was a
fabulous trip and we owe much to OC 69, Major Richard
Walker, in making it all happen given the many obstacles
put in his way. The recent deployment of 70 Sgn on Ex
TAURUS in support of the 40 Cdo RM, has ensured that
QGE remains firmly in the eye of 3 Cdo Bde as well as
enjoying a considerable amount of time at sea in the balmy
waters of the Mediterranean off the coast of Cyprus and

Turkey. In contrast,
69 has deployed

to Canada on Ex
WARPAINT 09,
working through

the most difficult
winter conditions

on the Canadian
Prairie to help

shape the exercise
infrastructure into
something which
resembles that found
in Afghanistan. It has not been all work and no play as

| discovered for myself — the Squadron has successfully
invested time and effort in a comprehensive programme
of adventure training — and with some success, claiming
to everyone’s surprise 3" place in the recent and highly
prestigious annual BATUS Ski Meet!

The deployment of 24 Commando Engineer Regiment on
Op HERRICK 9 is the first deployment of this arm of the
Regiment and | am therefore especially pleased to report
that they played a full and immensely valuable part in the
tour earning genuine and deep seated praise from their
Commanding Officer. Their recent and safe return will
precipitate a much needed period of rest and recuperation
and hopefully a little more time with their families in
Chivenor.

The transition to the new GTACOS has continued to throw
up fresh challenges and opportunities. One of the positives
to fall out of the excess manning created by the transition
period is the decision by the Engineer in Chief to create

a Gurkha Troop in 33 Armoured Engineer Squadron, 26
Engineer Regiment which deployed on HERRICK 10 in
March 2009 and the possibility, circumstances permitting, to
see further QGE manpower employed similarly in the wider
Corps in due course. The new TACOS has also precipitated
some much needed rigour, structure and transparency

to our officer career structures and selection processes,
with the consequent benefits all the way down the chain

of command; the inclusion of our potential commissioning
candidates on this year’s Royal Engineers Arms Selection
Board being the first tangible measure of doing so, with

a 100% success rate in open competition with the wider
Corps’ WO1s a clear testament to the quality of our men.
Notwithstanding such tangible progress, we should not
underestimate the size of the challenge we still face in
delivering the career and promotion opportunities that
reflect historical norms and provide parity with their British
counterpart in the wider Corps.

We have, of course, taken immense pride in celebrating
our 60" anniversary. In addition to the normal Birthday



celebrations on 28" September 2008, a particular highlight
of the anniversary was the unveiling of the Gurkha Sapper
Statue on 2 October 2008 in Maidstone town centre — only
the second such statue of a Gurkha soldier in the United
Kingdom! As is covered extensively elsewhere, members
of The Queen’s Gurkha Engineers’ Association both in UK
and Nepal celebrated the 60" anniversary of the Regiment
in Pokhara, Nepal on 23 November 2008 with Colonel of
Regiment, Lieutenant General David Bill CB leading the
celebrations.

There have of course been a raft of personnel changes this
year and while | cannot cover every one here, it would be
remiss of me not to thank Major Giles MacCallum for his
time as OC 70 Gurkha Field Support Squadron and Captain
Mark Hendry as 2IC 69 Gurkha Field Squadron. Both
officers served the Regiment with distinction and played an
instrumental part in the success enjoyed both in barracks
and on operations. Welcomed to the fold and new to QGE
are Major Gavin Brown and Captain Nick Anderson who,

to their immense credit, have taken little time in coming to
terms with Regimental Kaida! Captain Prembahadur Ale
and Ekbahadur Gurung are both to be congratulated on their
selection for promotion and, of course, Prem’s selection as
the next Gurkha Major.

Despite the busy operation tempo of the Regiment you will
be pleased to hear that the Regiment has maintained its

The Gurkha Major’s Report

Major Dudhprasad Gurung MVO

Since its introduction
the new GTACOS
has been constantly
dominating every news
letter that we publish
in the Regiment

and this year is no
exception. Last year
| concluded my report
with the remark that
“we are firmly in the
era of implementing
the new GTACOS
and the year ahead will be much more challenging”. From
this year’s perspective, it is fair to say that we have broken
much new ground and have made very good progress in
terms of implementation. However, there is one particular
issue which although seemingly straight forward has
turned out to be the most complex of all. This is soldier
manning and we have identified three keys areas to be
addressed. Firstly there is managing the change from the
existing basic, 15 year length of service to the 22 open
year engagement. If that were not enough there is now the
changes brought about by the introduction of the Versatile
Engagement and the offer to transfer to it and thus giving
up to 24 years of service. It is essential to ensure there

4

reputation for sporting excellence. Captain Prembahadur
Ale and his team once again secured the top position

in Badminton as both the Div and Army Championships
this year. Our shooting team, spearheaded by Captain
Devkumar Gurung, swept the board at both the Corps
Championship and the Army Operational Shooting
Competitions. Particular congratulations go to Spr Kumar
Gurung for being selected to represent the British Army at
the 18" Armed Forces Skill At Arms Meeting held at North
Little Arkansas, USA. He came 2" place overall and was
the Individual Combat Rifle Champion.

As testified by the award of a Queen’s Commendation

for Valuable Service and three Joint Commander’s
Commendations following HERRICK 7, with so much to
play for operationally, the capacity of the Gurkha sapper
has known no bounds and often been the deciding factor
between mission success and failure. In this most special
year, | therefore believe we can all take immense pride

in their achievements and look forward to the future with
renewed confidence and optimism.

Finally, in my last report and as | prepare to handover to my
successor Simon Hulme, | would like to take this opportunity
to thank the officers and soldiers for their unstinting support,
loyalty and commitment to the Regiment. It has been a rare
privilege and an immense honour to serve you. Jai QGE!

is a long term, progressive career structure for all our
soldiers and this means we are working hard to manage the
excess manpower and get over the problem of promotion
stagnation. Regimental Headquarters is working flat out
with Comdt Saheb himself leading from the front. Once this
project is completed | genuinely believe the QGE manning
will be in a very strong position and we can look forward
with relish to the future. There are number of challenges still
to face in the coming months and years but the all important
foundations are firmly in place.

Besides that above this has been a historic and memorable
year for the Regiment. It was marked by three events all
associated with Regiment’s 60" Anniversary which seemed
to follow each other in remarkably quick succession.

The first was the Regimental Celebration in Invicta Park
Barracks in September. The second was unveiling of the
Gurkha Statue at the courtyard of the Maidstone Museum
in early October and third was the re-union in Pokhara
organised by members of RAN. | was very fortunate to have
the opportunity to attend all three events along with the Col
of the Regt and Comdt Saheb.

Despite the Regiment transiting through this new GTACOS
turmoil our soldiers have continued to progress and achieve
success on operations in very challenging circumstances



and the work they have delivered is, as always, highly
regarded and valued. Above all, none of the progress made
has undermined that “Kaida” which plays such an important
part in making our soldiers so special.

Since we have had our own full time Pandit things have
significantly improved in the life of Regiment. Not only
have we managed to properly celebrate all festivals and
anniversaries but also our children are now much more
educated in understanding our own Nepali culture and
traditions and all credit must go to him. We do not limit

his service to only the Gurkhas; he works closely with
Regimental Padre and every so often delivers joint Services
which is very good for a Regiment employing 50% British
and 50% Gurkhas soldiers. He also pays periodic visits to
members of QGE serving outside Maidstone and it is no
small part to this that | assess morale is currently very high
within the Regiment.

Sadly this is my last report as the Gurkha Major and by the
time you read this Magazine, | will have already left the
Regiment and started a new job, serving in the wider Corps.
Under the old GTACOS this would be an unusual thing to
happen but with the implementation of the new GTACOS it
is now possible.

Memories from 1980, the year in which | joined the
Regiment are still as fresh in my mind as if it was yesterday!
We were then known as 33 Training Party, a batch of 100
Sappers, an unusually large intake (still a record in the
Regiment’s history) arriving at Perowne Barracks and

being greeted by Capt Kusalsing Gurung and his team who
subsequently took us through our Combat Engineer Training
in the blazing heat of Hong Kong. It has been nearly three
decades since | first joined the Regiment and | suddenly
realised that time has come to move on! | look back on my
time with tremendous pride and satisfaction. It has been a
privilege and a great honour to have been the Gurkha Major
of a Regiment with such a very high reputation. It is indeed
sad to leave the Regiment after 30 fulfilling years but on the
flipside | am delighted to leave QGE in the capable hands
of Capt Prembahadur Ale. There are too many people to
thank individually for their support over such a long period,
but it would be remiss of me not to mention our Comdt, Lt
Col Richard Wardlaw Saheb for the outstanding work he has
done for QGE at this time of historic change. Dhanyabad
Comdt Saheb.

Finally, some advice from the Gurkha Major (the most burho
manchhe): The responsibility to maintain the good name of
the Regiment earned by your fathers and forefathers is now
in your hand. Reputation is such a thing that is incredibly
difficult to earn but an even more difficult thing to preserve.
Therefore | urge you to prioritise your interest always in the
following order:

Put your Regiment First

Your Squadron Second
Your Troop Third
Yourself Last

| wish everybody in QGE the very best for the future. Baliyo
Rahanuhos! Jai QGE!!

RHQ QGE News

Capt Prembahadur Ale MVO

Regimental Headquarters is pleased to inform you that the
Gurkha Sappers have been working hard wherever they are;
be it on operations, in training or on construction projects,
their performances have always been praised and they have
preserved the good reputation earned by the forebears.
RHQ QGE works hard to ensure that its soldiers get the
most suitable career advice. Although this Headquarters

is only composed of Comdt, GM, Adjt, RCMO, GMSA and
two JNCO clerks it delivers a wide range of services to its
soldiers and their families around the world as well as our
retired soldiers and their families.

RHQ QGE

Today the total strength of QGE is 419, including 40 newly
arrived Sappers from 62 Training Party. They are serving in
various locations including; Maidstone (RHQ QGE, 69 and
70 Sqgn), Andover (a troop of 31 men with 26 Engr Regt),
Devon (the Commando troop of 35 men with 24 Engr Regt),
Catterick (Gurkha Coy), Minley (Gurkha troop), Brunei
(Boat Section) and Nepal (QM Pokhara and Assistant RSM
Kathmandu). This year alone the QGE has sent 8 JNCOs on
to the Clerks of Works, (CoW) Course and 3 on the Military
Plant Foremen, (MPF) Course. They are all doing superbly
well and on successful completion of their course they will
be transferred to the RE. For next year, a large number of
soldiers have already submitted their application for CoW
and MPF courses.

Amid the high demand of operational commitments,
training and overseas exercises the QGE has successfully

organised the following events:

o QGE 60" Birthday celebrated on 28 Sep 08 lead by




Capt Yogprasad Thapa, G/Capt 69 Sqgn.

e Dashain and Tihar 2008 — with both 69 and 70 Sgns
in Station it was one of the largest attendances in
recent years with about 700 attendees including
wives and children. Lead by Capt Rajen Gurung,
G/Capt 70 Sqn.

e Unveiling of the Gurkha Statue, parade through
Maidstone and 60" Anniversary Dinner night — 2 Oct
08.

e 62 Training Party attestation parade lead by 69 Sqgn.

The Regiment was very fortunate to have the Col of the
Regt, Lt Gen Bill CB in attendance at every single event that
the QGE celebrated. The most notable event of all was the
60" Anniversary Dinner Night which was held at Officers’
Mess, 36 Engr Regt attended by a number of high ranking
officers who had served with the Regiment including Gen P
Wall CBE, (Commander in Chief Land Forces).

RHQ QGE is very conscious that it should maintain the
promotion flow for the soldiers even in this transitional
period. In order to achieve this there is a lot of high level
discussion and negotiation with HQ EinC(A) and RE MCM
Div. Although a lot of the work on manning issues have not
yet been endorsed by the HQ EinC(A), every opportunity for
our soldiers to be employed outside the Regiment are being
seized in order to provide the opportunity to bring on fresh
talent. Needless to say Comdt Saheb has been the leading
figure in this work and QGE has been very fortunate to have
Lt Col Wardlaw as Comdt QGE during this difficult time.

As far as Brigade sporting events are concerned the QGE is
yet to win the two most highly prized events; the Nepal Cup
and Trailwalker. Constant determination by all ranks within
QGE will hopefully lead to securing the titles soon. RHQ

is unreservedly hopeful that QGE should win this year’s
competition since both 69 and 70 sqns are not operationally
committed.

Finally, RHQ QGE has been and will continue to be the at
the forefront, working hard in the interest of the Regiment
and its families.

Honours and Awards

Member of the British Empire
545927 Maj G D Brown

Queen’s Commendation for Valuable Service (Op
HERRICK)

526428 Lt Col
563523 Capt

R Wardlaw
Devkumar Gurung

Engineer-in-Chief’s Commendation

21169146 Sgt
21170063 LCpl

Subash Rai
Govinda Tamang

Joint Commander’s Commendation

563817 Capt Bishnubahadur Ghale
21169590 Cpl Chandraprasad Lawati
21170558 LCpl Deepak Tamang

Commander BRITFOR Commendation

21168617 Sgt Purnasingh Thakuri
21169599 LCpl Lalbahadur Pulami
21170201 LCpl Chandrabahadur Pun

Durand Medal 2008

Winner 563523 Capt  Devkumar Gurung
Runner Up 21168981 SSgt Bhesbahadur Thapa
Bowring Trophy 2008

Winner 21169976 LCpl  Prithibahadur Chhantyal
Runner Up 21169861 LCpl Hemraj Gurung
Appointments

Selected as Queen’s Gurkha Orderly Officer

555996 Capt Prembahadur Ale

Selected as Gurkha Major, The Queen’s Gurkha
Engineer

555996 Capt Prembahadur Ale

Selected for Intermediate Regular Commission

549373 Maj Dhanbahadur Chand
548437 Maj Dudhprasad Gurung MVO
555996 Capt Prembahadur Ale

560530 Capt Ekbahadur Gurung
Promotions

Selected for Promotion to Major

555996 Capt
560530 Capt

Prembahadur Ale
Ekbahadur Gurung

Selected for Commissioning

21167998 WOo2
21168174 WOo2
21168216 W02

Meenjang Gurung
Yambahadur Pun
Mohan Gurung

Selected for promotion to WO2

21168738  A/WO2
21168542  SSgt
21168981  SSgt

Ashokraj Gurung
Ganeshprasad Gurung
Bhesbahadur Thapa

Selected for promotion to SSgt

21168779 Sgt Dipkumar Rana



Manbahadur Ale
Khadkabahadur Gurung

21168995 Sgt
21169289 Sgt

Promotion to Sgt

21169285  Cpl
21169327  Cpl
21169347  Cpl
21169540  Cpl

Maniram Gurung
Narendradhoj Gurung
Krishnakumar Pun
Nareshkumar Limbu

Promotion to Cpl

21169629 LCpl
21169642 LCpl

Ramesh Rana
Manbahadur Sunwar

21169657 LCpl Ajaykumar Gurung
21169781 LCpl Koshbahadur Gurung
21169796 LCpl Ramkumar Rai
21169818 LCpl Juddhabahadur Limbu
21169871 LCpl Krishnaraj Gurung
21169976 LCpl Prithibahadur Chhantyal

21169982 LCpl Bikash Shrestha
21169988 LCpl Dasarath Gurung
21170063 LCpl Govinda Tamang
21170071 LCpl Milan Rai
21170104 LCpl Omprakash Budha
21170105 LCpl Ramprasad Phago

21170108 LCpl Mohan Thapa

21170201 LCpl Chandrabahadur Pun
Promotion to LCpl
21170548 Spr Santosh Rai

21170686 Spr
21170798 Spr

Premjung Thapa
Dipprasad Gurung
21170828 Spr Bheshbahadur Gurung
21170842 Spr Tekbahadur Gurung
21170999 Spr Suman Ghale
21171042 Spr Prakash Gurung
21171050 Spr Pabankumar Thapa

Best Students

RE JNCO Commander Course

21169965 Cpl Bhabendrakumar Muktan

ME Draughtsman E&M Class 1

21169965 Cpl Bhabendrakumar Muktan

ME Fitter ACR Class 1

21170776 LCpl Dayabahadur Gurung
ME C&J Class 1
21170589 LCpl Tilak Pun

ME Fabricator Class 1
21169590 Cpl

Chandraprasad Lawati

ME Welder Class 1

21170568 LCpl Raju Sunuwar

ME H&P Class 1

21170059 LCpl Dipesh Gurung
21171099 Spr Nirmal Purja
ME B&C Class 1

21170527 LCpl Kanaiyalal Thapa

ME Fabricator Class 2

21171762 Spr Samarpan Lawati

ME Fitter General Class 2

21171718 Spr Ramkaji Thapa

ME Electrician Class 2

21171617 Spr Bobin Gurung

ME Combat Class 3

30048363 Spr Nagesh Sunuwar

Transferees

Transferred to:
21167660 WO1 Kumar Gurung RE
21168197 WO1 Ashokkumar Khanal RE
21168496 WO1 Ranjan Badgami
21167996 WO2 Chitrabahadur Rana RE
21168010 WO2 Nabin Gurung RE
21168185 WO2 Suryabahadur Thapa RE
21168189 WO2 Jitbahadur Thapa RE
21168221 WO2 Ashok Rai RE
21168255 WO2 Jiwanpyara Limbu RE
21168009 SSgt Bhim Rai RE
21168525 SSgt Khagendra Rai RE
21168972 SSgt Chetbahadur Thapa RE
21169296 SSgt Chiranjibi Limbu Khim RE
21169297 SSgt Balkrishna Gurung RE
21168923 Cpl  Jitbahadur Gurung RLC
21169272 Cpl  Amrit Gurung RLC
21169148 Cpl Khem Thapa Rana RLC
21169248 Cpl  Ganeshkumar Limbu AGC (SPS)
21169291 Cpl Rajkumar Ghale RE
21169297 LCpl Lalbahadur Pun RLC
21169620 LCpl Kapil Rai RLC
21169659 LCpl Rajkumar Gurung RLC
21169793 LCpl Giriprasad Pun RLC
21170019 LCpl Dillishor Tumbahangphe RE
21170237 LCpl Arjun Thapa Magar RLC
21170332 LCpl Karma Sherpa REME
21170534 LCpl Pankajdev Rai RE




Pandit to the Queen’s Gurkha Engineers

Pandit Shree Prem Prasad Gaire was first enrolled as a
Pandit in 1981 in Hong Kong and posted to 2/7 GR where
he served until the sad demise of the Battalion in 1987. He
was then cross posted to Training Depot of the Brigade of
Gurkhas, (TDBG).

As part of the Hong ‘ﬁ
Kong draw down
the decision to close
TDBG came in

1994 which resulted
in another cross
posting this time to
the newly formed

1 RGR. He served
ten years with

them in countries
like, Hong Kong,
Brunei and the UK.
He feels that the highlight of his time in 1 RGR was the
operational deployment in Bosnia, for him this deployment

REGIMENTAL » . ADQUARTERS

was an interesting experience, challenging at times and on
the whole very rewarding. In 2006 he saw another move
this time to 2 RGR where he served 18 months. The new
GTACOS brought an increase to the number of Pandits
within the Brigade and he was posted to the Queen’s
Gurkha Engineers in September 2007.Pandit Prem Prasad
is not new to QGE, when he was in TDBG he used to
cover the pastoral care and spiritual support to 70 Support
Squadron who were collocated with TDBG in Sek Kong.
Since 1994, he has served the QGE on a part time basis
when Regiment did not have own full time Pandit.

Almost 2 years since arriving in Maidstone, Pandit Prem
Prasad Gaire is now fully integrated not only with the QGE
but also in 36 Engineer Regiment. He is the senior Pandit in
the Brigade of Gurkhas and QGE has been very fortunate to
have him as their full time Pandit. He is married to Kamala
and they are blessed with 1 son and 6 daughters. He
currently resides within Invicta Barracks.

Jai QGE.

CO (Des) 36 Engineer Regiment/Commandant Queen’s Gurkha Engineer

Lt Col S J Hulme MBE RE

Lt Col Simon Hulme MBE RE was commissioned into
the Royal Engineers in August 1990. He spent the early
part of his career as a troop commander in 23 Engr Regt
when it was based
in Osnabruck.
Remaining in
Germany he was
then posted to 32
Engr Regt working
as both a Sgn Ops
Offr and Sqgn 2IC.
Following staff tours
as an SO3 at HQRE
1 (UK) Armd Div
and as SO2 Engr as
CAST (N) he was
selected to attend the JSCSC.

Opting for a sunnier course, Lt Col Hulme attended the US
Staff College where he was fortunate to be selected for a
second year in Kansas and undertook the advanced course

at the School of Advanced Military Studies. His black bag
job was as the SO2 G3 Ops/O&D at HQ 3 (UK) Div where
he deployed on Op TELIC 2 as the Chief of Operations

at MND (SE). He was appointed MBE in the New Years
Honours list 2005. He commanded 20 Field Squadron
deploying to Gibraltar and Cyprus on exercise and
operationally to Northern Ireland. Lt Col Hulme has served
operationally in the Balkans, Northern Ireland and in Iraq
and has travelled widely during his Army career. More
recently he was the SO1 G5 at the Royal School of Military
Engineering in Brompton, where he was involved in the
delivery of the RSME Private Public Partnership Project. Lt
Col Hulme has recently been selected to command 36 Engr
Regt at the end of this current appointment in June 2009.

Lt Col Hulme is married to Louise; they have an 8 year old
son (William) and a 6 year old daughter (Isabelle). He takes
part in most sporting activities, is a keen diver and squash
player but has to admit that it now takes much longer to
recovery from a Rugby match than it does to prepare for it.



69 Gurkha Field Squadron QGE

Capt N M Anderson RE

In a period of significant change within the QGE, 69

Gurkha Field Squadron has faced some equally significant
challenges both at home and abroad. From the heat and
humidity of Malaysia to the extreme cold and bitterly cold
winds of the Canadian prairies, the Squadron has been
fulfilling a multitude of roles and the tempo remains as high
as ever. Amid the intensity of Squadron life over the past
few months were some welcome announcements. Capt Ek
was selected for promotion to Major, Squadron Sergeant
Major Yam has been selected for commissioning and both
Staff Sergeants Ganesh and Bhes for promotion to Warrant
Officer Class 2. Also worthy of special mention are the
numerous individual awards announced recently; Capt Dev
was announced as the winner of the Durand Medal and also
awarded the QCVS, Cpl Chandra Lawati and LCpl Deepak
Tamang were awarded the Joint Force Commander’s
Commendation. Sgt Purna, Cpl Lalbahadur Phulami and Cpl
Chandrabahadur Pun (flying doctor) were awarded
Commander BRITFORs Commendation and Sgt Subash the
Engineer-In-Chief’'s Commendation, all for services whilst on
Op HERRICK 7. LCpl Dipesh is also applauded for his recent
nomination as the Student of the Year for all those the Class
1 Heating and Plumbing course.

Since the last update, the new Squadron 2IC, Capt

Nick Anderson has been well and truly ‘broken in’. His
introduction to the Sqn came in the form of the Commanding
Officers’ Challenge on Salisbury Plain. For this event all
Squadrons from 36 Engineer Regiment were competing in

a timed 20 mile march across country with a little surprise
burden thrown in at the end for good measure. After an
emotional six and a half hours of tabbing and despite

a valiant effort by 50 HQ & Sp Sqn, the 69 Sqn team
triumphed.

A few thousand miles away a large contingent of the
Squadron was attempting to replicate this feat in the Jungles
of Malaysia. During a Battlefield Study they aimed to learn
the many valuable lessons about countering an insurgency
and visiting many locations pertinent to the history of the

QGE on this our 60" Anniversary Year.

Everyone was soon back in the UK, where there was just
enough time prior to Christmas stand down for G Tp to
put the final touches to the Howlett Zoo Rhino enclosure.
The remainder were busy carrying out some essential
maintenance prior to everyone taking some well-deserved
block leave.

With an extremely busy year ahead, the Squadron had to
hit the new calendar year at a sprint. As such the diary was
packed out with pre-deployment training for Ex WARPAINT
09 in Canada, essential routine training and numerous
Regimental commitments throughout Jan 09. Support
Troop arranged a comprehensive package for all drivers

up in Swynerton, G Troop conducted an educational visit

to London and | Tp were carrying out preparatory works for
the Regimental QM'’s shelter and the remainder were busy
preparing for a Regimental TEWT and Ex MUDDY KUKHRI;
a Sqgn level exercise aimed at running all personnel

through their yearly training assessments as well as testing
Command and Control in a tactical environment. In the
world of Adventurous Training and sport, 9 members of the
Squadron deployed on the Regimental Skiing expedition

to France and the Squadron boxing team stepped up their
training for the Regimental Boxing at the end of the month.

Always keen to do our bit for charity the Squadron, led by
SSgt Janga ran a fund raising event at Bluewater Shopping
Centre where the aspiration was to climb the height of

Everest on a step machine. In order to provide that little bit
more insensitive for people to reach into their pockets all
participants wore boots and carried a Bergen throughout
their 30 minute stints on the machine. Dressed in desert
combats and displaying photos of the Squadron in Iraq,
Afghanistan and on projects in the UK the affinity felt by the
public was clear and it was obvious that the general opinion
of the Armed Forces, particularly the Gurkhas was high
amongst them. The aim of the event was to raise money
for the Invicta Memorial Fund and Gurkha Welfare Trust. In



addition to the charity event at the Maidstone River Festival
during summer last year the total funds raised now amounts
to £5933.31; a sum of £2207.15 has been handed over to
Invicta Memorial fund, and the remaining money (£3726.16)
will be presented to the Chairman of GWT in near future.

Dominating the last 10 months of the Squadron planner
was the deployment to Canada on Ex WARPAINT 09. The
recces had been conducted back in Jul 08 and the enabling
works had taken place on the Alberta Prairie in Nov 08. The
main deployment approached quickly and so, whilst most
were away on Ex MUDDY KUKHRI the QM took a select
few out to Canada as the Pre-advance Party, to activate the
relevant assets and agencies at the British Army Training
Unit Suffield (BATUS). The Advance Party would be
deploying just less than a month later with the Main Body
following shortly after.

Meanwhile back in the UK the efforts of LCpl Karna
(Squadron Boxing Coach) were to be put to the test during
the pre-bouts and main Regimental Boxing Evening was
attended by Comd 52 Inf Bde and the CRE 3(UK) Div. The
boxers (Sappers Dil, Om, Rikesh, Nawaraj, Rashon and
Shakti) did tremendously well during both sessions and the
main event saw Sappers Rikesh and Om winning their fights
by KO.

Soon enough the time had arrived for the Main Body
to deploy to Canada. All proprietary works had been
completed and the Activation and Advance Party personnel
were ready to receive the Main Body in BATUS. The

former had been working around the clock to get the frozen
vehicles back on the road after they had been sat outside for
months in temperatures as low as -45°C. Surprisingly, the
outbound flight left Brize Norton on time and soon enough
the 101 strong WARPAINT deployment was in place and
ready to begin work. | Tp Comd, Lt Tom Myatt best captures
some of the WARPAINT experience in the following article:

| Troop and Exercise WARPAINT 09
Lt Tom Myatt, | Tp Comd

As part of Ex WARPAINT 09, one of | Troop’s tasks is the
upgrade to Horden Village, located in the eastern part of

the training area. On deployment, Horden Village was a
large complex made up of 160 ISO containers that had been
converted into representative buildings incorporating window
and doors.

Sgt Purnasingh Thakuri is in command of the construction
force of 12. The task site is located 50km from SHQ and
involves a daily drive of up to 2 hours in demanding driving
conditions, ranging from icy to muddy depending on the
unpredictable weather conditions.

Once the cosy site office was established, work on site
started in earnest. The movement of the ISOs was blessed
by good weather but the days became less welcoming

as the task progressed with temperatures of -35°C being
regularly recorded. The donning of cold weather suits and
masking up to endure the biting cold became routine. A shift



system became necessary at times to ensure extremities
were kept warm enough. The lads often had to be forced
to get inside when they wanted to complete ‘just one more
piece of plywood'.

The maintenance of the kit was extremely important
throughout the task. Our Saturday mornings are filled with
cleaning air filters, cleaning vehicles, team medic training,
driver training and preparing loads of resources and stores
for the next working week.

All work and no fun is quite frankly boring so Saturday
evenings and Sundays are free to allow for the compulsive
consumerism that took over the Squadron from day one in
Canada. The amount of electronic gadgets and skiing kit
accumulated so far by the Squadron is impressive and the
resolute justifications will be worth listening to on our return
to our loved ones. We also have plans to conduct a trip
away to a destination yet to be decided as a reward for all
the hard work. Support Troop’s ‘cultural’ trip to Edmonton’s
Royal Alberta Museum followed by a visit to the 800

shops within the West Mall has | Troop eager to undergo a
similar venture; something that is definitely in the art of the
possible.

Another advantage of being in Canada during the winter
months is the fantastic adventure training facilities that are
available. The SSM has ensured that everyone from | Troop
and indeed the Squadron attends either a week long or
weekend AT package.

The only exception was LCpl Lokendra who is still
exhausted from Army canoeing, skiing in France and the
Malaysian Battlefield Tour to name but a few of his exploits.

(Capt Anderson continues) The task is ongoing and is about
22% complete and yes, the 2% is important. At the time of
writing there are seven weeks left here but the winding down
and handover will start to be planned in detail soon. The
task is certainly understood by all of the construction team
and their enthusiasm and imagination is infectious. We are
certainly going to handover a valuable and realistic training
environment that will prepare training soldiers in the best
way possible. The production of the smells, however, will be

left to BATUS to fulfil.
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Contextualisation on route to completion and LCpl Lokendra
now safely squared away with some more AT, the Squadron
has a number of ‘Look forwards’. Nominated to deploy
back to Afghanistan on Op HERRICK 12 in Mar/Apr 10,

the requisite training bill is considerable. Eager to meet

the challenges this deployment brings the preparatory
training begins whilst we are still in Canada. Additionally a
small number of Squadron personnel will be deploying on
Op HERRICK 11 this winter as one of the Royal Engineer
Search Teams headed by Sgt Krishna as the Royal
Engineer Search Advisor, the training for which has already
begun.

Despite the majority of the Squadron being in Canada, life
has not stopped back in the UK. Both Capt Ek, Lt Gay and
SSgt Jiwan have recently returned from a recce to Brunei to
confirm the detail of a Troop(-) deployment with the Royal
Marines and 1 RGR on Ex COMMANDO RAJAH for eight
weeks in May this year. The WARPAINT Rear Party, under
command of Capt Yog has been extremely proactive and
has now thankfully completed the Regimental QM’s shelter.

All these activities are taking place at a time when life as

a QGE soldier is undergoing substantial and very positive
change. Managing this change is a significant task and

one that is compounded by the training and operational
tempo we are working to at present. Despite this we remain
focussed on ‘the big picture’; we are all working hard to
ensure the potential issues and frictions brought about

by GTACOS, in particular expectations for promotion and
opportunity to transfer, are effectively managed.

Jai QGE!

%—



70 Gurkha Field Support Squadron QGE

Capt Rajen Gurung, Gurkha Captain

At the time of writing this article, 70 Gurkha Fd Sp Sqn has pumps were employed until a workable solution was found.
soldiers in Turkey, Canada, Scotland and Wales. Soldiers Typically, as the bridge was at its most dismantled state
have recently returned from Iraq and Kenya. We are also the decision was made to begin planning the withdrawal
preparing soldiers for deployments on Op TOSCA and Op of the SLE BG from Kosovo. Bad timing as this meant
HERRICK 10, 11 and 12. We are concurrently planning the reconstruction of the bridge had to be accelerated. In
the repair and refurbishment of a suspension bridge in true QGE fashion all the stops were pulled out, round the
West Sussex and a Squadron deployment to Cyprus on Ex clock construction was implemented and novel construction
PINESTICK. As ever we are busy! methods were employed to complete the bridge on time.
The finished bridge is a shining example of what a well
Amongst the vast array of activities the Squadron has trained and determined troop of QGE soldiers can do in a
undertaken two deployments which stand out in particular. short timescale when they put their minds to it. The bridge
Firstly, the creation, training and deployment of a Field was completed to a very high standard, on time and within
Troop for a Spearhead Land Element deployment to budget and was open by Comd KFOR after a Khukri dance.

support 2 RIFLES in Kosovo on Op VALERO. Secondly,
the formation, training and deployment of a Field Troop to
support 40 Commando RM on Ex TAURUS.

70 Gurkha Fd Sp Sqgn deployed to Kosovo on Op VALERO
with 2 RIFLES from May to July 08 over a period of

public unrest surrounding the formation of Kosovo as an
independent state and it's subsequent elections. The

Battle Group deployed to Multi-National Task Force North,
the French area of operations after extensive SLE training
with particular emphasise on heavy and light public order
capabilities. The Squadron deployed a troop of 35 soldiers,
headed up by Capt Bishnu Ghale as the Troop Commander.
Major Giles McCallum also deployed to advise the Battle
Group Commander and command the other Royal Engineer
elements. Seamlessly integrated into the Battle Group
from the outset the Troop excelled during the Mission
Rehearsal Exercises providing plant and combat engineer
support which was critical for the successful clearance of
the obstacles and establishment of order in quick time.
Considerably faster than the French Battle Group!!

As the public order capability was held on notice to move,
the battle group and in particular the troop seized the
opportunity to conduct CIMIC operations within the area. A
peach of a project presented itself in the form of the Devic
Bridge. This bridge linked a Serbian Monastery and local
enclaves with the MSR. The bridge was in a very poor state
of repair and indeed unsafe to traffic. The Kosovan authority
did not have the money or the will to repair the bridge and
the French task force had the money but not the expertise.

“Step forward 70 Sgn!” This was a big and bold project to Devic Bridge Reconstructed

undertake by a troop. Firstly the OC overcame the issue

of money by “cracking on” based on verbal assurances of Numerous other projects were undertaken by the Troop
cash from the French Government, bold and brave! Next a including the Plemintina Village Clinic which was repaired
combat engineer solution to a complicated design problem and had a new car park constructed outside. At Banya
was hatched enabling stores and equipment to be village the drainage system was improved to increase the
ordered. The troop created a by-pass culvert bridge then output of the water mill. As a result of the determination,
dismantled the damaged bridge in short order. However, contribution to the operation and good leadership which
nothing ever runs to plan and the project “tough nut to Captain Bishnu Ghale displayed on the tour, he was
crack” was trying to minimise the water level under the awarded the MNTF(N) Commander’s Commendation and
bridge. Several types and multiple configurations of a Joint Commander’'s Commendation. Capt Bishnu Ghale



has been very humble throughout and remarks that he was
exceptionally well supported by his accomplished troop.

As the Troop returned from Kosovo they were greeted by a
new OC, Maj Gavin Brown, who took over command at the
end of June. New to QGE he was immediately impressed
by the success of the operation and the considerable
spectrum of activities which were going on at the time.
Plant troop were in the middle of constructing a bridge gap
at the Royal Engineer Training Area behind 22 Engineer
Regiment’'s Camp for BR9O training. It was completed

in Jul 08 after a visit from the CRE who was, as always,
impressed by the standard of the workmanship. The
Regimental Cadre was the main focus of the Regiment and
70 Squadron’s Sappers performed very strongly. Spr (now
LCpl) Prakash Gurung was promoted off the square and Spr
(now LCpl) Suman Ghale was also promoted off the square
and awarded top student. Thulo Shyabash! Capt Eddie
Walsh the then QM of 70 Gurkha Fd Sp Sgn was training
his 2 Trail Walker teams and lead them to a commendable
4™ and 5" place overall. Very impressive indeed! In Aug
08 Capt Rajen Gurung and his team raised over £40,000
for Gurkha Welfare Trust through a 200 mile gruelling trek
across Scotland on Ex GURKHA HIGHLANDER. The
mountains may not be as high as in Nepal but the going was
still tough.

Ex GURKHA HIGHLANDER

After a well deserved summer block leave the Squadron
returned to undertake a driver training package run by
Support Troop. The Regimental MTWO sited the training
as absolute best practice and recommended the approach
be adopted across the Regiment. The Squadron drivers
certainly benefited substantially from the exercise. After this
the Squadron along with the remainder of QGE prepared
for QGE 60" Birthday celebrations, followed swiftly by
Dashain. This year in particular was a spectacular event as
the people of Maidstone honoured QGE with the erection
of the statute of a Queen’s Gurkha Engineer outside their
Museum.

The Squadron Section Competition was held in Sept and
culminated in a very demanding section extraction march.

Each Section had to compete a river crossing before
extracting a wounded soldier to a HLS, thereafter a long tab/
run to an assault course. On completion, they were tested
on a falling plate competition. The winning section was led
by Cpl (now Sgt) Sushil. Capt Rajen Gurung presented a
Khothimora Khukri to the winning Section and this will now
be competed annually at the Squadron Section Competition.
This prepared the Sections for a gruelling Regimental
Section Competition where every section performed very
strongly. The OC was particularly impressed which the grit,
determination and professionalism which was displayed
throughout. Every section finished with its full complement
of men which no other Squadron could claim. Cpl Sushil’'s
section was very narrowly beaten into second place by

a section from 20 Fd Sqgn. However, the first CO’s PT
challenge after summer leave was won convincingly by 70
Gurkha Fd Sp Sgn. The competition was a combination

of tabbing, an equipment race, obstacle course, command
tasks and shooting.

Squadron Section Competition

The squadron then fully focused on Divisional Engineer
Group training and this involved some excellent training
opportunities and a lot of hard work. Capt Rajen Gurung
organised a Division wide engineer logistic study day which
was superbly executed and very well received. Workshop’s
Troop deployed to construct the Deployable Engineer
Workshops (DEWSs) with 15 Fd Sp Sqn, a construction task
that is not to be underestimated. In high winds and austere
conditions they learned and practised this complicated
process. The DEWs is a fantastic capability but slightly
susceptible to leakage under heavy rain fall! The Plant
Troop deployed to Salisbury Plain to complete some plant
machinery familiarisation and construct some training area
improvements. As ever they revelled in being busy and
worked hard in the mud! Throughout the year, Workshops
Troop have delivered a myriad of high quality products to
the Division. These ranged from map boards, signs and
Command Boards to model bridges. Resources Troop have
focused on maintaining its critical support to all projects,
maintaining our engineer accounts and achieving superb
inspection results from the Engineer Logistic Inspection.
Signals Troop worked tirelessly to maintain competency on
Bowman across the Squadron and have created CPXs to
practice our Squadron’s procedures.



DEW Construction

Up to this point in the year the training had focussed on
maintaining the Fd Sp Sqgn core capabilities. Now we were
faced with a new challenge. To form, train and equip a
Field Troop to support 40 Commando RM on Ex TAURUS.
The aim of Ex TAURUS was to maintain the Royal Navy's
fighting capability as well as develop the UK's capacity to
operate with key partners and allies from NATO countries
and other nations. From a political stand point it also
demonstrates the UK's commitment to the stability and
security in the Mediterranean, Middle East and South East
Asia. The Naval Task Force comprises 12 ships, including a
US Navy destroyer and a French Navy frigate, two nuclear-
powered submarines, Royal Marines, Naval Air Squadrons,
Helicopter Force Sea Kings and Support Helicopter Force
Chinooks. At its height, 3,300 personnel will take part in the
20,400 mile (32,831km) round-trip deployment, interacting,
training and building relations with 17 nations. 70 Gurkha
Fd Sp Sqn provided 1 x Troop with BGE (40 personnel)

to support 40 Cdo RM. The troop may not have been the
largest element of the deployment but it is certainly the most
important — from our point of view!

Training started in Sep 08 with the formation of the Troop
then individual and Troop collective training. It was a
significant challenge to get the whole troop trained in

the latest Bowman signals equipment and procedures,
range work, combat engineering and to learn to drive and
command the amphibious BV206 vehicles. Everyone
worked hard to overcome the initial issues and in particular
Signal Troop prepared vehicles and the troop for BCIP 5
training and integration with 40 Cdo RM. The troop was
deployed on exercises for significant periods of time and
trained hard and fast to confirm the capability. From Dec 08
through to Jan 09 the training focused on integration with
40 Cdo RM through a series of Bowman proving exercises,
CASTs and live fire exercises. This was tough training and
the troops performed admirably. Indeed 40 Cdo RM have
commented on the outstanding infantry tactics the sections
employed and the impeccable delivery of engineer support.
Eventually the time came to deploy on ship. Inevitably
some of our soldiers found the rough seas difficult to handle
and suffered varying degrees of sea sickness! The task
force completed amphibious training with other nations off

the South West Coast of the UK and in the Mediterranean,
culminating in a series of amphibious landings in Cyprus
and Turkey. Throughout the exercises the troop provided
close support to the RM Coys and vital engineer support. In
particular they practiced force protection tasks, water supply
using the WPU (NBC) Saline, mobility and counter mobility
tasks. Phase Two will see part of the Task Group deploy
through the Suez Canal, culminating in a multi-national
training package in the primary jungles of Brunei. Riverine
training will also be conducted with the Bangladeshi Navy.
Unfortunately our troop will recover to the UK after Turkey
and will hand this over to 24 Engr Regt.

Combat Engineer Training for Ex TAURUS



The essential life blood of the Squadron has been sustained
throughout by our dedicated and skilled Echelon staff. Our
deployed capability has only been possible through the QM,
now Capt Colin Willows and his staff’s efforts. In a similar
fashion our Clerks have maintained a critical grip on our
administration. The squadron is very well served by these
experienced and capable men and our administration,
equipment availability and inspection results are testament
to that.

Although it has been a very busy time there has been time
for fun as well. The squadron arranged a Battlefield tour
to Monte Cassino in Mar 08. It was a great opportunity to
experience some history first hand and relax away from the
Regiment. WO2 Markland (MPF 70 Gurkha Fd Sp Sqgn)
organised an adventure training expedition to New Zealand
taking some members of QGE along. This included a truly
spectacular series of mountain climbs on the North Island,
including Mt Tongariro (2518m), Mt Ruapehu (2797m)

and Mt Ngauruhoe (2290m). In Jan 09 eight soldiers from
the squadron were lucky enough to go skiing in Meriebel,
including the Second in Command and the Squadron
Sergeant Major. Who let that happen? Both Alpine and
Cross Country disciplines were practised and although
everybody returning from France said they had a great
time, it was clear that the Cross Country skiers were a lot
more tired and thinner than their Alpine skiing comrades!
Adventure training in Wales in March sounds like a recipe
for rain, wind and hypothermia, but no, the sun shone,

the wind stayed away and 35 very fortunate members of
70 Gurkha Fd Sp Sgn managed to sneak in a week of
mountain biking, rock climbing and hill walking out of Capel
Curig Camp. It was a superb week, thoroughly enjoyed by
all. The prize for quickest ascent of the rock face went to
Spr Ashok Limbu. The prize for the most numerous crashes
on his mountain bike went to Capt Krishna Gurung and

the prize for the most spectacular crash was awarded to
Sgt (now SSgt) Dipkumar Rana. As ever there have been
significant and wide ranging sporting success throughout the
year which has included, taekwondo, boxing, orienteering,
running, shooting, badminton and basketball. Very well
done to all.

Adventure Training in Wales

Looking forward the remainder of 2009 and into 2010 it

will be very challenging. On top of the inevitable standard
Regimental business of inspections, maintenance, exercises
and sporting challenges the Squadron is tasked with the
restoration of Amberley Bridge; a damaged suspension
footbridge in West Sussex. The Squadron will also deploy
two search teams on Op HERRICK 11 and a thirteen man
Resources Node to Op HERRICK 12. In addition we

need to have a third search team available for training for
Op HERRICK 12 if required. After summer leave we will
squeeze in an Adventure Training package to the Pyrenees
before deploying en-masse to Cyprus for Ex PINESTICK
and Op TOSCA.

On the manning side, the Squadron bade farewell to Maj
McCallum, Capt Kirkin, Capt Prembahadur Ale, Capt Walsh,
Capt Tulebahadur Ale MBE, WO2 (SSM) Mohan Gurung,
WO2 Jiwanpara Limbu, A/WO2 Ashok Gurung, SSgt
Prakash Rai, SSgt Dipkumar Rana and Sgt Khadgabahadur
Gurung. New Arrivals include Maj Brown MBE, Capt
Mitchell, Capt Willows, Capt Krishna Gurung, WO2 (SSM)
Mohan Gurung, WO2 (SSM) Ashok Gurung, A/WO2 Jitman
Budha, A/WO2 Ashok Gurung, A/SSgt Manbahadur Ale, Sgt
Samir Thapa and Sgt Naresh.

Jai 70 Sgn! Jai QGE!

70 GURKHA FD SP SQN QGE
OPERATION VALERO
KOSOVO - 20 MAY -4 JULY 2008.

Capt Bishnu Ghale

After the various planning stages and months of rigorous
training preparing for our Spearhead Land Element (SLE)
commitment, 70 Gurkha Fd Sp Sqn assumed the SLE
responsibility on the 26 Mar 08. The Sqn was then stood
at high readiness eagerly awaiting the signal to deploy at
short notice anywhere in the world where our Sapper skills
were most needed. Luckily, the Sgn did not have to wait
too long before it was confirmed that the UK Operational
Reserve Force (ORF) would deploy to Kosovo on Op
VALERO to reinforce KFOR as a Brigade Reserve during a
period of uncertainty leading up to the national elections on
15 Jun 08. The Advance Party, led by OC Saheb Maj GAR
McCallum, deployed to Kosovo on 19 May 08. The Main
Body, comprising of 37 members of 70 Sqgn left Maidstone
early on Tue 22 May 08 having received blessings from the
Holy Temple and a farewell message from the CO, Lt Col
R Wardlaw. By the 25 May 08 we had settled into our camp
at Peninsula Lines, near Pristina, and could feel the hot
Kosovan Sun beating down on our heads.

As part of the SLE, 70 Sqn’s main priority was to provide
Engineer support to the 2 Rifles Battle Group (BG).

Our training during the previous months leading up to
deployment had prepared us well for this role, but it became
apparent very quickly that the situation in Kosovo was

fairly benign and would allow for more CIMIC orientated
tasks within our Area of Responsibility. The first and by



far the biggest task of this nature was rebuilding the Non
Equipment Bridge (NEB) over the river Klina, near Devic,
which had fallen into a state of disrepair and was perilously
closed to collapse. This bridge was a key crossing point for
both the KFOR troops and for local villagers as it was one
of the only means of reaching the Devic Monastery, home to
a number of Serbian Nuns. The monastery was destroyed
during the 1999 conflict though was later rebuilt and remains
under close protection by KFOR troops.

The task proved to be a very challenging considering

the tight timelines and the amount of resources needed

to be procured. Nevertheless the boys dug-out blind,
displaying their excellent trade skills, resourcefulness and
determination restoring the bridge to its former glory. After
completion the bridge was renamed The MITEREE Bridge
(Friendship) in memory of Lt Gareth Evans and SSgt
Balaram Rai who sadly lost their lives in on the 21 Jun 99.
A memorial service was later held on the same day, at the
same hour and on the same spot where they fell. It was a
very moving ceremony and a fitting tribute to the memory of
these two brave and respected members of the QGE family.

Memorial ceremony for Lt G Evans and SSgt Balaram Rai

In addition to this task the Troop conducted a numbers of
CIMIC tasks throughout the area providing dinking water,
electricity and drainage systems for the local population and
also refurbishing the prison cells in a local police station to

a more liveable condition. Our additional duties were to
provide Heavy Public Order Teams and Light Public Order
Teams for the 2 Rifles BG during the signing of the new
Kosovan Constitution in Mitrovica on the 15 Jun 08. The day
passed off without incident and all the boys were received
warmly by the local population.

The tour proved to be a very busy time for the SLE Troop,
accomplishing a huge number of diverse tasks within a
relatively short time-frame. We received many high profile
and international dignitaries during our tour the most
notable of which was the Armed Forces Minister the Right
Honourable Robert Ainsworthy MP. All commented on how
impressed they were with our professionalism and hard
work. Special mention must be made of Capt Bishnu who

was awarded an MNTF(N) Commander’'s Commendation for
his excellent work throughout the tour. This was an excellent
tour proving to be a hugely enjoyable and rewarding
experience, affording the guys a unique opportunity to

work with multinational forces in an overseas operational
environment.

MITEREE BRIDGE
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Plementina Clinic Task
LCpl Buddha

Within our first week of deploying to theatre we received a
task to renovate a medical clinic in the village of Plementina,
a small Serb enclave North-West of Pristina. It was to be

a quick 48 hour task which would involve some excellent
opportunities for the boys to display their expertise as
tradesmen.

As the clinic was located right next to a road there were

no existing parking spaces available. To rectify this we
prepared the ground by laying hardcore as the base level
using a Light Wheeled Tractor and every Sapper’s best
friend, the shovel and pickaxe. Within the Clinic there was
a small technical laboratory where the doctors and nurses
could carry out blood and other important sampling tests.
The lab lacked running water and a reliable power source
to assist in the drainage system. LCpl Ajay and LCpl Dev
set to work providing the Clinic with drinking water by
installing a basin and connecting it to the mains to allow for
proper drainage, while LCpl Birendra and Spr Mohan did an
awesome job providing electricity to lavatory.

The task proved a fantastic opportunity to work within the
local community, providing them with a safe and secure



medical environment in which they could feel happy to use.
We were sorry to have to go at the end of our two days as
within that short time the people of Plementino had made us
most welcome.

LIFE IN BRITISH ARMY TRAINING UNIT
KENYA

LCpl Dal Ringali

British Army Training Unit Kenya (BATUK) is based in
Nairobi, Kenya with 26 temporary staff, 14 permanent staff
and around 250 Local Employed Civilians (LEC) under

LCpl Dal tames one of the local stray cats

command. It is established to support LAND training in
Kenya and is one of the busiest training centres in the
British Army running seven Brigade level exercises a year.
The deployment to BATUK for 6 months as a ME Class 1
Electrician was my first experience of working outside the
Queen’s Gurkha Engineers. | was led to believe that | was
the first Gurkha Electrician to be posted to Kenya so it was
a new and challenging role. There were 5 LEC Electricians
who worked directly under my supervision and they were
very helpful and experienced in their trade. During my time
working with the LECs they became good friends of mine
and they tried to teach me Swalhili, the African culture and
local traditions.

I had a busy tour and a great deal of responsibilities in my
role. | had to carry out the routine inspections and testing
of all the electrical systems in the camp and the married
quarters. | provided technical advice during new designs
and gave training to the LEC’s to bring them up to date
with current legislation and British standards. | was also
responsible for the electrical maintenance, repair, fault
finding and Portable Appliance Test (PAT) inspection and
testing regime.

During the Brigade exercises my role was to run the Field
Electrical Power Supply (FEPS) and provide electrical
lighting and power to EX-CON/HI-CON. | found the
deployment as an electrician to Kenya extremely worthwhile
as | had plenty of opportunity to learn new skills, develop

my experience and gain further confidence within my trade.
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LCpl Dal checks the diagnostic panel on the FEPS

Although BATUK is a small camp, it had lots of good
facilities such as the accommodation, food, Internet, football
pitch, gym and not forgetting the swimming pool. All the
BATUK staff are gathered from different Regiments with
various trades, and due to the intimate size of this small
group we quickly bonded like a family. It wasn'’t all work;
during the long weekends we used to organise different
kinds of Safaris and this is where | got the opportunity to see
and take pictures of hundreds and thousands of different
wild animals such as Lions, Giraffes, and Leopards. | felt
very lucky to see these wild animals of Africa in their natural
habitat.

Local Wildlife

BATUK is the place to go during your Army career if you
want to develop your trade skills, feel at one with the nature
and have a truly awesome adventurous experience in Africa.
| heartily recommend it. Jai QGE
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GURKHA COMPANY, INFANTRY TRAINING CENTRE CATTERICK

WO2 Dirgha KC

As | look through previous articles of the QGE magazine it
is evident that material in certain articles is very similar and
it is quite common that some facts and figure are repeated.
This many be unavoidable and finding a different way of
expressing news on a subject that is repeated every year
is not easy. However, every
endeavour has been made

to avoid this repetition and
hopefully this article will be of a
different flavour.

Exactly 230 Nepalese youths
have been joining in the Brigade
of Gurkhas every year since the
time the Training

Depot moved to the United
Kingdom from Hong Kong.
Recently, a rumour has been
spread that the current number
of 230 will be lowered. It has
proved to be only a rumour
since no decision has been made and nothing has changed.
However, if it turns into reality, it will give a vicious blow to
the recent changes made within the Company.

As of this year, the Wings System within the Company has
ceased and an extra platoon formed to make six platoons in
total. There are 40 Trainees and 7 Permanent Staff (PS) in
all platoons except the 6™ platoon. The 6" platoon has 30
Trainees and 6 Permanent Staff. Each platoon is run by 7
PS which includes; a Platoon Commander (Capt), a Platoon
Sergeant (Sgt) and 5 Section Commanders (Cpls).

The Company is fully manned with 82 permanent staff from
across the Brigade of Gurkhas with the majority coming
from the infantry. QGE accounts for 7 of these personnel
and has a Platoon Commander, a Training Coordinator, a
Physical Training Instructor (PTI), 3 x Sect Commanders
and a Storeman. Currently these are; Capt Tarabahadur
Pun, WO2 Dirgha KC, Cpl Karmaraj Rai, Cpl Surya
Tumbahangphe, Cpl Omprakash Budha, Cpl Premkumar
Jabegu and LCpl Tapkumar Rai.

Immigration procedure brief to Trainees by WO2 Dirgha KC

Potential Recruits on the infamous Doka Race

The 26 weeks of Combat Infantryman Course (CIC) given
to all Gurkha Trainees is in line with the training provided

to all during the first seven weeks trainees learn drill in
preparation for the Adjutant’s Drill Test. After successful
completion of the Drill Test they are eligible to go out on
their own during weekends.
Post Week 7, the trainees

who performed the best in
each section during the first
seven weeks is selected as the
Section Duty Trainee (SDT)
and given extra responsibilities
and the opportunity for his
leadership qualities to shine.

During Introductory Exercises
1, 2, 3 and 4 the trainees
are trained and tested up

to the section attack level.

£ JBE Tactical Exercise 1 generally
falls in Weeks 17-18 after
which trainees are given

the additional responsibility as the Platoon Duty Trainees
(PDT). Opportunity to be the PDT is awarded to the one
who executes the best performance and shows the best
leadership potential up to that point. This appointment
lasts for two weeks and then the second best individual is
appointed to perform as the PDT and so on till the end of
Week 37.
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Basic swimming techniques by Cpl Karma

At the end of Tactical Exercise 3, (A defensive exercise),
which falls between Week 30 — 32 all trainees are asked to
choose their preferred unit and are given 3 choices although
it is not guaranteed that an individual will ultimately get one
of his choices. There are five criteria that need to be met in
order to be assigned to the unit of their choice. They are as
follows:

- The overall performance in CIC.
- Academic qualification at Gurkha Language Wing
(Recommendation from GLW).



- East — West balance (Must be 50/50 in each units).
- Pl Comd recommendation.
- Personal preference.

The Live Firing Tactical Training (LFTT) and
Final Exercises are the culmination of the
CIC and the 9 days of intensive LFTT and 6
days of the arduous Final Exercise provides
almost a real operational tempo. Week 37 is
the final week

of CIC the highlight of which being the most
renowned Pass of Parade which concludes
the 9 month long CIC.

It is needless to mention that the daily routine
in Gurkha Company is laborious, challenging
and time consuming.

Long hours every day including many
working weekends ensures the PS in Gurkha
Company are workaholics. The year passes
by unnoticed with little time to relax and
reflect. However, the positive side is that

Curragh Troop, 57 Trg Sqn RE

We are renowned as the Gurkha Troop however, there is no
separate Gurkha Troop as such and we are fully integrated
with our British counterparts as part of Curragh Troop.
Within the Troop there are two sub-troops, Cur A and Cur
B. Each troop consists of 5 JNCOs and 1 SNCO. Each is
responsible for running Combat Engineer Courses and

this year is no different to the last as we successfully ran 8
courses and with my rusty maths this means just over 300
young Sappers have past through our care and in to the
Field Army. In addition, we pick up our fair share of Regular
Army Assistance Tasks, (RAAT) and support to the ACF. On
the top of all of these commitments we have also managed
to raise some money for charity this year taking part in the
‘World’s Biggest Curry’ and organising the ‘“Trans-Nepal

this is one of the most rewarding jobs one can undertake
in their Army career, after all every Gurkha will forever
remember their time at the Infantry Training Centre.

Capt Tarabahadur Pun and his Platoon on the Defence Exercise.

Seating, left to right

WO2 Kamal Khapung — QMSI BEW
Capt Uttam Sherchan — Tp Comd Cur Tp
Capt Bhisma Gurung — 21C 55 Trg Sqn
WO2 Meenjang Gurung — QMSI TSB

Standing, left to right

Cpl Sharad Tumbahangphe — Trg JNCO Cur Tp

Sgt Deepak Shrestha — Instructor CIS Wing

SSgt Prakash Rai— Tp SNCO Cur Tp

Cpl Ashok Gurung — Trg JNCO Cur Tp

(Cpl Ramkumar Rai — Missing due to away on course)

Cycle Run’, (see below). All were a huge success and we
raised approximately £6000.00 for various charities.

There has been some significant changes occurring this
year but they did not affect that much in terms of training.
For a start there is no longer a pass off parade at the end
of the Class 3 Combat Engineer Course so you only can
visualise what you have seen in the past at Hawley Lake; all
those big bangs and charging towards the spectators with
Kukri. However, we managed to squeeze in very successful
‘Kasam Khane Parade’ in Maidstone. They also took out
the construction project week; hence B3 Cse is only 9
weeks long. That said the training is still challenging both
physically and mentally; more importantly feed back from
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our customer, (the Field Army) is very encouraging.
Minley Station News

Outside of Curragh Troop Capt Bhisma Saheb has taken
over as Sqn 2IC of 55 Trg Sqn and WO2 Meenjang is
waiting to take over as the Tp Comd in Tidworth after being
selected for a commission. WO2 (QMSI) Kamal replaced
WO2 Mohan, (now SSM 70 Sqgn) in the Battlefield Engineer
Wing and he has already made a mark by stepping up as a
QMSI for the Troop Commander’s Course.

62 Training Party — Basic Combat Engineer Course
Class 3

Spr Nagesh Sunuwar

After a year long recruit training course and a further 4 week
educational package in Catterick we arrived in Minley for
our Basic Combat Engineer Course in late 2008. The first
few days were a bit difficult as some of our instructors were
from the Royal Engineers and not the Gurkha NCOs we had
been used to. On the very first day, our troop commander
said, ‘Right boys, from now on speak English during working
hours’. We found
this a bit difficult
for the first few
days, but soon we
got used to it.

The course was
9 weeks long and
consisted of 7
modules: Basic
Field Engineering,
Watersupply,
Demolitions,
Force Protection,
Watermanship,
Minewarefare and Bridging. There was both theory and
practical lessons and then theory and practical tests at the
end of each module. The modules were very enjoyable and
everyone enjoyed taking part as almost everything was new
and there was a lot of information to take on.

Cpl Ram and Cpl Sloan with the boys
during the force march

The physical training was very challenging and consisted
of many activities including log and stretcher races, bergen
marches etc. Although hard, the PT was progressive and

- the facilities available
such as the swimming
pool, gym meant by
the end of the course
everyone achieved
a very good level
of personal fitness.

Spr Nagesh receiving
best student award from
Maj Moore saheb

Everyone was self motivated about their own physical
fitness as we know the importance of being fit especially
as Gurkha soldier since as an unfit soldier we will make life
difficult for ourselves.

There was a final exercise towards the end of the Course
where we put into practice all we had learned during the
previous 9 weeks. It helped to give us a better appreciation
of how sappers work on the battlefield. Although it was hard
and demanding it was an exciting experience and we got
the opportunity to practice all the combat engineer skills we
had learned. It was all about determination and team effort.
After the final run-in we were presented with our stable
belts by the 3 RSME 2IC (Maj | Moore Saheb) which was a
proud moment for us as we had all worked very hard for this
moment to arise.

There were also a number of extra activities we took part
in during the course, one of which was a visit to the Royal
Museum in Chatham.

Visit to RE Museum Chatham

It was a memorable day for many reasons as we are the
part of the Royal Engineers it is always nice to know it's
history. It is also becoming more important due to the
increasing integration of QGE into the Royal Engineers.
We already know that there is a QGE troop as part of the
Commando Regiment and another one in 26 Engineer
Regiment. The same afternoon we also visited Maidstone
and had a religious brief by the punditji followed by a talk
by the Gurkha Major Saheb on current QGE affairs. In the
evening, QGE Officers and SNCOs organised a welcome
function for us where we were able to talk with fellow QGE
soldiers. | must pass on big thank you to QGE Officers and
SNCOs on behalf of 62 Training Party

Overall, we have found the combat engineering course very
challenging and useful. The instructors were very helpful
and gave us invaluable guidance. We worked as a team
throughout the course and learnt all the fundamental things
we will apply throughout our career. It was hard to become
a qualified Infantry soldier but it was even more challenging
to be a sapper. We are all very proud to be a member of the
Queen’s Gurkha Engineers. Jai QGE.




TRANS NEPAL CYCLE RIDE - CHARITY RIDE FOR THE
ABF

Cpl Sharad Tumbahangphe

Having been asked by my Troop Commander, Capt Uttam
Sherchan to come up with an idea for a charity event | dug
out a variety of options before finally deciding to go for a
Trans-Nepal Bicycle Ride and Bag Packing.

The aim of the event was to raise money for Army
Benevolent Fund (ABF) in order to promote the Army in
the public eye and to raise the profile of the Regiment in
the local area, as well as helping to uphold the name of
the Gurkhas. The ABF is the Army’s national charity and it
supports soldiers, former soldiers and their families in times
of need.
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Spr Nagesh packing bags!!

The event took place in Farnborough and was in two parts;
Bag packing took place on Saturday 20 December 08 at the
ASDA Superstore whilst the cycle ride occurred on Sunday
21 December 08 at Kings Mead Shopping Centre. The

aim of the Trans-Nepal Cycle ride was to cover a distance
equivalent to the length of Nepal, (553miles) on spinning
bikes. The manpower came from the members of 62
Training Party QGE.

The Bag Packing proved to be fun as the boys enjoyed
chatting with customers at the tills whilst packing their bags
and collecting donations. As it was the Saturday just before
Christmas it was one of the busiest days of the year so the
boys had to work hard. There was no respite at all and we
just managed to have a lunch break. The customers were
very interested and many questions were asked about

us and the Gurkhas and most were very happy seeing
Gurkha boys helping packing their bags. Maybe this was
because they had not seen Gurkhas doing this kind of
charity event around the Farnborough area for a long time.
On the Sunday, the Trans-Nepal Cycle ride went very well
as people came and watched and we found them all very
generous as they didn’t hesitate to put their hands in to
their pockets for a good cause. We had a big map of Nepal

and many questions were asked about the charity, Mount
Everest and the Annapurna Trekking Circuits.
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Team photo with the Tp Comd

Overall both events were very successful and much hard
work, dedication and effort went into achieving this.

Altogether we collected £3,917.57 for the ABF. | am sure it
will make a significant contribution to those people in times
of need and in addition it was very good education for our
new QGE Training Party.

Jai QGE!

British Gurkhas Pokhara
Update

Capt Tulbahadur Ale MBE QGE, QM/MTO/CAO BGP

Having completed my tour as the Ops Offr in the 70 Gurkha
Fd Sp Sqgn in Jul 08 | took over as QM British Gurkhas
Pokhara (BGP) from Capt Krishnabahadur Gurung QGE.

| was delighted to be posted to BGP and | am extremely
fortunate to be a part of such a brilliant team, commanded
by Maj R Beven RGR Saheb. The post has many
responsibilities and wears several hats. Apart from being the
QM, | am also the Civilian Administrative Officer (CAO) for
the Locally Engaged Civilians (LECs), the Motor Transport
Officer (MTO), the Messing Officer, the Unit Fire Officer
(UFO) and the Unit Health and Safety Advisor (USA). Quite
a challenge | am sure you will agree!

The last eight months have been an extremely busy period
for the Department as it fell during the Recruiting Season.
Immediately after taking over | had to return to the UK on
the Quartermasters Course and so unfortunately missed
Regional Selection (West). | returned to BGP on 3 Oct 08
in time for Regional Selection (East) which took place over
11-27 Oct 08 in British Gurkhas Dharan' (BGD). Due to

' Editor: BGD consists of a small compound that is rented from the
BP Koirala Institute of Health Sciences which occupies the site of
the former British Camp. BGD is in the South East corner of the old
camp near the Golf Course and British Cemetery.



the flooding of the Koshi River in early July 2008 and the
subsequent breaching of the Koshi Barrage it proved to be
one of the most challenging logistic tasks | have ever been
involved in. All G4 stores and equipment had to be shifted
in 20’ ISO containers via the Indian boarder which took up
to 5 days. The reason being was that the only East — West
highway had been completely washed away for several
kilometres and this was only fully repaired in Feb 09. The
only internal East to West connection was either on foot
through the hills or via domestic air travel.

On return from the East and after a short break for

Tihar, Central Selection started. During this period 900

men including potential recruits and visitors had to be
accommodated in BGP, which was no small task. In total
230 recruits for the British Army and 80 recruits for the
Gurkha Contingent of Singapore Police Force were selected
from the 15000 who originally applied. Maj Gen S V Mayall,
(late QDG) currently ACGS attested all British recruits on 3
Jan 09 watched by over 1300 proud family and friends of the
recruits. During the Recruiting season, hundreds of visitors
have paid official visits to BGP including; CGS, ACGS, CinC
Land, (who is also Col Comdt Bde of Gurkhas) and QGE
Col of Regt to name but a few.

Being located in Pokhara presents its own unique problems
at times especially communication with UK and the rest of
the world. On top of this, the current situation in New Nepal
is no different to that of previous years. Bandhs or Chakka
Jaams (blocked of road/transport) are called on almost on a
daily basis. There is a fuel crisis and load shedding occurs
for up to 18hrs
a day and on
top of all this
the disruption
caused by the
road damage

in the East
means it has
certainly added
an extra burden
to the G4
administration
within BGP.

| have been fortunate enough to host and meet many Senior
QGE visitors from UK both on official and private visits. The
first high profile visit was from Comdt and GM QGE who
paid an official visit to a number of Area Welfare Centres in
East Nepal and in Kaski, the home district of the GM in West
Nepal. Lt Gen DR Bill CB and many UK QGEA members
visited the BGP during the QGE 60" Birthday Celebration all
of whom showed great interest in Recruiting and the work of
the GWS. So much so that the briefing over ran by an hour
and a half! It was a great moral boost for the Old and Bold
QGEA members to meet so many of their UK counterparts.
Since the Birthday Celebrations we have seen yet more
QGE Officers including Capt G Drysdale, QM 69 Sqn and
his wife, OC 70 Sqgn, Maj Brown and Maj GAR McCallum
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(previous OC 70 Sgn) and his wife.

As | write this article, Lt Col S J Hulme MBE RE Comdt QGE
(Des), GM QGE and WO1 (RSM) S Clewley MBE RE have
completed their official trek to East and have just returned

to Pokhara from a trek in the West. All were welcomed by
the QGE ‘A team’ during a function held in Hotel Barahi in
Lakeside. Capt CJ Mitchell 2IC 70 Sqn will arrive for his duty
trek at the end of this month and so the cycle goes on.

| will start my long awaited leave on 24 Mar 09 for two
weeks. Although the routine work here is not as hard as on
an operational tour it is busy. Having said that, Anita and |
are enjoying the stay in Nepal and in Feb 09, | was fortunate
to take my family to the Bardia National Park, some 600km
west of Pokhara for a five day visit. This has been the
highlight of 2009 to date and | am hoping to arrange further
treks before the Recruiting Cycle starts again.

Jai BGP, Jai QGE.

BOAT SECTION -
BRUNEI GARRISON

SSgt Manjitsingh Gurung

In terms of the number of boat holders, Brunei Garrison
Boat Section is one of the largest fleet holders in the British
Army.

Currently it holds 12 Hard Hulled Riverine Craft (HHRC), 10
MK 6 Boats, 3 Boat Raiding Inflatable Gemini, 40 out board
motors and more than 180 life jackets. The Brunei Boat
Section is responsible for the servicing and maintenance of
all riverine equipment including sea survival equipment. It is
also responsible for the provision of boat support/training to
the Resident Infantry Battalion (RIB), Training Team Brunei
(TTB) and other visiting units.

As there are insufficient boat operators within the Brunei
Boat Section and it is the only unit holding HHRC in the
British Army, the Boat Section is also responsible, (under
the approval of the Al Boats, Chatham) for the running of the
HHRC operator’s course for RIB personnel .

The formation of the Boat Section in Brunei Garrison is now
approaching its 6™ year. Over this period the Boat Section
has gone through a series of ups and downs but with the
tireless and upbeat efforts from section members it has
upheld its good reputation. The members currently serving
in the Brunei Boat Section are as follows:

SSgt Manjitsingh Gurung - IC Boat/WSO (A)
Cpl Minbahadur Gurung - OBM Maintainer/AWBO
Cpl Narbahadur Gurung - Boat Maintainer/AWBO

Cpl Mekhabahadur Gurung - SSE Maintainer/AWBO



Boat Sect Members with the Comdt QGE and the Gurkha
Major

Recently Boat Section successfully conducted the first “All
Arms Watermanship Safety Officer Basic Course” for Jungle
Warfare Advisor Course Students and RIB personnel. This is
the first time the Boat Section has conducted such a course.
in Brunei. The Boat Section also remains busy providing
boat support to the TTB, the RIB, outside unit exercises and
SF selection courses.

Last year the Boat Section had the opportunity to host a
handful of MOD dignitaries including our own Commandant
Saheb and Gurkha Major Saheb who spared time from their
busy schedules to visit us here in Brunei. Regardless of
busy schedules the Brunei Boat Section has been observing
all festivities and enjoying the social life, as well as
congregating with our family members at every opportunity
and being very much involved during all social events with
the RIB and TTB.

Yet again the Boat Section has had a very successful year
and is looking forward to an equally challenging, but more
rewarding year ahead. Jai Boat Sect, Jai QGE

QGE Commando Troop

(Ed: The following articles come from the QGE Tp within 24
Cdo Regt RE who have just returned from Op HERRICK 9.
The Tp was based in numerous locations and the following
3 articles give a flavour of what they have been involved in).

Engineer LO to the Operational Mentoring and Liasion
Team

Sgt Khadka Gurung

The five long weeks mentoring the Afghan National Army
(ANA) in Nawa has been a huge success for the 6 man
team of the Engineer Operational Mentoring and Liaison
Team, (OMLT) lead by Capt Baker and seconded by myself.
When we carried out a Relief in Place, (RiP) out of Nawa it
was memorable to all of us because it had been our first
mission and we had achieved a lot generating a huge sense
of satisfaction.

After couple of days down time we were briefed of a new
tasking to send Recce Sgts to different Forward Operating
Bases ,(FOB) as Engineer Liaison Officers (LO). | was
tasked to go to Musa Qal’eh (MSQ). | flew there where |
met the OMLT consisting of A Coy 1 Rifles and a contingent
of Afghan National Army, (AMA).

Salaam Alikum, aap kaisa hai? (Hello how are you?) My
native Urdu kicked in from day one and | was fortunate that
50% of the ANA understood me. At this stage the week
Dari course | did back in Chepstow went out of the window.
| started by delivering pioneer training to 10 volunteers.
Basic subjects were covered including carpentry, sangar
construction, winterization, fencing, HESCO and basic

combat engineering skills. | was impressed how well they
listened and adapted into engineers even though all of them
were infantryman. However, sometimes | had to work and
think hard to find the best and most effective method of
teaching because most of the time British Army standard
teaching practices did not make any sense to them. It did
not take me long to think back to my teaching experience in
Nepal where | used a method | call “experiential learning”
where students progress at their own pace and find out
what happens one step after another. This maintains the
willingness to learn and keeps the students interested. Long
term planning and detail programming is not their bread and
butter hence training and mentoring the indigenous forces
sometimes became frustrating and challenging. Especially
SBALA LR LS Sk A ks == so for those mentors
' who do not have a
basic understanding
of the culture
and people from
developing countries
like Afghanistan. At
the end, they were
able to refurbish an
old sangar, winterize

ANA Warriors with Afghan type toilet their accommodation,

in at the background construct proper
latrines, perimeter

fencing and a whole host of other engineer tasks whilst
under my supervision. My initial thoughts were how to gain



the mutual respect and trust of the ANA so that | was happy
to lead them on the front line and carry out crucial engineer
tasks and close support to the Infantry OMLT and ANA
Infantry Kandak?. During the training period | spent most of
the time trying to get to know their backgrounds, experience
and feelings. Some of them had seen fierce fighting and
lost many good friends and some of them had served with
the Taleban! The most important part is to understand their
culture and respect them. If you are not willing to do this or
offend them, the last thing you may see is M16 Assault rifle
pointing at you!! Fortunately | got on well with the ANA and
the tasks | wanted to complete were accomplished.

With constant support from WO2 Chris McLennan (QMSI)
back at the OMLT HQ in Camp Shorabak® | managed to
get the stores to MSQ. Were it not for his relentless effort
of mentoring the ANA G4 Chain we would not have been
sustained on the ground. When | was confident with the
ANA soldiers’ skills and standards | sent them un-mentored
with supplies to patrol bases, (PB) and informed ANA the
Sergeant Major what to do and how to do it over the radio
net. At every available opportunity | visited the PBs to check
on progress and was pleased to see all was being built with
little error.

Sgt Khadka
meeting PM
Gordon Brown in
MSQ DC

A sunny afternoon was interrupted by the sad news that the
master sniper from Recce Plt 2 RGR, CSgt Krishna Dura
was killed when the Warrior he was travelling in was hit

by an explosion. It touched me very personally; Krishna
was not only a friend of mine and brilliant soldier but

had spent a year teaching the children in his village. At
this difficult period | would like to express our heartfelt
condolences to his wife and two daughters.

| also led the ANA on a search operation supporting Sp Coy
1 Rilfles North of PB WOQAB and found lots of interlinked
enemy defensive trenches. The local knowledge of the ANA
and their natural sensitivity to the threat and enemy was
beyond belief and without a doubt something we can learn
from. It was good to see the ANA leading the operation

full of energy and enthusiasm and committed to bringing
peace to the country they love. | was humbled when they
said “Tashakor / Manana (thank you) for your help when

the situation gets tough”. | feel fortunate to have taught,
mentored and lead them and it gave me a great sense of
achievement. Most importantly however it is their country

2 AKandak is the Afghan word for Battalion
3 Camp Shorabak is the ANA Camp situated adjacent to Camp
Bastion

and they should be leading it, we are just there to help them.

OP HERRICK 9 — Engineer Section Commander. KAJAKI
Cpl Bhabendra Muktan

The preparation for Op HERRICK 9 started soon after
Easter leave in April 08 with pre-deployment training
comprising of various packages at various locations in the
training grounds of the UK. The packages were concisely
designed for the forthcoming tour and consisted of a live
firing range package, combat engineering training, live
demolition training and various infantry exercises all of
which culminated with a Mission Rehearsal Exercise in the
Brecon Beacons. After the intensive training and thorough
preparation 24 Cdo Engr Regt consisting of 59 Cdo Sqn RE
and 54 Cdo HQ and Sp Sqn finally deployed to Afghanistan
in early September. Soon after arrival in Camp Bastion the
Regt conducted the RSOI package followed by intensive
package run by 9 Para Sqn RE designed around the current
threats in the theatre.

After the training packages the various sections from the
Sqns deployed to their respective Forward Operating Bases.
From the QGE my section comprising of 6 x sappers and
2IC LCpl Chandra Limbu headed towards FOB Zeebrugee
in Kajaki. Kajaki is a strategically important place in
Helmand Province due to the presence of the dam and
hydroelectricity power station which together help to supply
electricity and water to a large number of Afghans. With the
limited re-supply and basic living conditions Kajaki is the
final frontier at the Northern end of Helmand province.

Upon arrival at the FOB, the section immediately initiated
the winterisation tasks and was started with the construction
of an overflow ward for the medical centre followed by
rebuilding of the kitchen facility as the existing kitchen was
just a tent even after 2 years. After 5 weeks in the FOB the 2
Para Bn left the FOB and were replaced by V Coy, 45 Cdo.

Engineer Section, Kajaki

During this changeover period the engineers played a vital
role providing ground familiarisation for the newly arrived
troops. For the first 9 weeks the engineers were responsible
for providing 4 to 6 personnel for close support to the patrols



programme while the remaining engineers dug out blind

to winterize the observation posts located on the exposed
mountains above the FOB. The difficult aspect was shifting
stores from the HLS up to the top of the hills and this was
mainly achieved by man handling.

The word “UBIQUE” was shown to be true when troops
from V Coy moved to Sangin to fill a void created by the
withdrawal of some US troops. As a knock on effect all
the engineers had to become members of close combat
sections as well as provide close support and route
clearance for both the Cdo Patrol Tp and the ANA OMLT.

| stepped up as a close combat section commander with
LCpl Chandra Limbu as my section 2IC. With the direct
involvement of all the engineers in the close combat role
whilst on patrol all the engineering tasks had to be done on
the equipment care (non-patrol) day. It was a frustrating time
for the sappers, carrying out the engineering tasks while
everyone else in the FOB was stood down. It was only
pride in our cap badge that kept the spirit and motivation of
the section going and ensured life was made comfortable for
people in the FOB even with limited resources.

At the half way point in the tour | took the post of a section
commander for the ANA whilst LCpl Chandra Limbu
continued to support the Patrol Troop from V Coy. Offensive
spirit was key for maintaining the upper hand against the
insurgents in such a hostile environment. Throughout the
duration of the tour the patrol had numerous contacts with
enemy forces. During operations many Taliban fighters were
killed including the local Taliban Commander. On average
there were at least 3 heavy fire fights per week throughout
the duration of tour. At the beginning of the tour the local
villages situated in the AO were completely deserted but
towards the end of the tour quiet a few villagers were
beginning to return to the area with their families. The new
life in the villages which were once ghost towns symbolised
the positive signs of improvement that the troops hard work
and sweat had gone into securing over the previous months.

The engineers also worked closely with the local nationals
constructing a Hesco barrier to channel the water for the
irrigation canal from Helmand River and also helping them
on various small engineering tasks in order to win the
‘Hearts and Minds’ battle.

The IED activity was relentless and during the tour 57 IEDs
were discovered. The tour came with a heavy price when
2 soldiers were killed and 1 serious injured in an IED strike.
The two killed were Marine Ale Lucas and Marine Travis
Mackin whilst Spr Stevenson (59 Cdo Sqgn RE) lost both his
legs. It was a shocking moment for all the troops and may
their souls rest in heaven with almighty God.

The rest of the engineers returned home with more
experience, a more mature eye, some trouble hearing

and many near misses. More importantly all have learned
important definitions of life from various perspectives. Jai QGE.

OP SHAHI TANDAR -1
Cpl Mohan Thapa (59 Cdo Sqn RE)

We were lifted by 2 x CH47 and 3 x Sea King helicopters in
different waves early in the morning of 5 Jan and deployed
to the Nasar area, 60 km North of Kandahar. There were 6
different objectives named as; DIAMOND, GOLD, SILVER,
BRONZE, SAPHIRE and RUBY. Of those my troop, 5 Troop
was tasked to clear GOLD, SILVER and BRONZE. H-hour
was exactly 0600 in the morning of 5 Jan. We were initially
dropped off at the wrong HLS from which we had to yomp a
further 800m to hit the LUP and once in place we were told
2 min until H-hour. 3 Section pushed forward as the break-
in force for the first compound on Objective GOLD while 1
Section provided fire support from the NE side of a ridge
line. 2 Section was dropped at the rear as a reserve section.
Once 3 Section secured the compound | then pushed
forward with my fire team to carry out a thorough search
both inside and out of the compound. We couldn’t find
anything in that compound and so remained there whilst 1
Section launched forward to seize Objectives SILVER and
BRONZE.

While they were doing that 3 Section, including my fire team
pushed to a further compound 200m further West of GOLD.
There were two large haystacks inside this compound

and | detailed Spr Robinson to start valloning* the first hay
stack where he managed to find a reel of det cord, a bag of
detonators and about 200x 7.62mm rounds hidden inside

it. While he was doing that | searched the rooms where |
found 2 full AK-47 magazines wrapped up in a tyre tube.
Spr Robinson found an American entrenching tool and 9mm
pistol wrapped up in a piece of cloth. After clearing all rooms
and haystacks we were able to relax for a bit. After a sitting
around doing nothing for a while, | told Spr Robinson to go
and search a haystack in the SE corner of the compound.
After couple of minutes he then saw a small loop hole in the
middle of the hay stack and so | then went to have a look for
further exploitation. | carefully removed more dry hay and

mud in order to see inside. | then managed to see the dark
entry point of a trench system leading deep down in to the
ground. | then informed the lads about the trench system

to in order to make everyone alert because there could be

* The Vallon is the new and improved in-service hand held metal
detector.

%—



anything inside. The entry point was just big enough to get
in without osprey body armour on so | took my osprey off
and dropped down into the trench with my 9mm pistol and
head torch only. | looked to see if there was anyone hiding
down there but luckily there was not. However, there was a
massive ammunition cache.

If anyone had been hiding inside that hole, (which was
about 2m long and 1.5m high complete with overhead
protection) then we would have had a fight to the death. |
saw 6 massive HME black plastic containers and other 4 big
bags full of ammunition. Once | left the trench | asked the
American EOD lads to go and take all the stuff out. Once
emptied it was discovered the trench held amongst other
things:

250m detonator cord.
10,000 x 7.62mm rounds.
100 flash detonators.
9mm pistol x 1.

American NVG.

Hand grenades x 5.
Russian UGL rounds x 80
HME x 6 boxes (150 kgs in total).

Russian 81mm mortar sight system x 1.

Important documents on arming IED devices.
Phone sim card with important telephone numbers.

PE x 5 kg.

50 electric detonators.
10 x pressure switches.
PPIED x 47.

Satellite phone x 1.
Chinese T65 rocket x 1.

On examining the r
list OC K Coy RM
believed that we had
found one of the
biggest caches of the
HERRICK Tour to
date. Once | finished
making a full list of
the items, | handed
the site over to the
EOD guys to deny it
and then moved out
heading towards the
South of the AO. We
carried out further
compound searches
and in one was a big
family which included
one fighting age male. We asked him about the items found
next to his compound but he claimed the other compound
did not belong to him. We suspected he had hidden the stuff
and so we detained him. This was about 1600hrs on the day
we deployed. Finally we got the message from OC to move
to Objective GOLD where we stayed the night.

On 6 Jan 5 Troop stepped off at 0430hrs and headed South,
1.3km away from GOLD. As it was still dark we hand railed
the Western bank of a big wadi and reached our objective.
At one point the leading section found a legacy mine in the
middle of the track which we marked with an IR cylume.
After breaking into the first compound we spread out to

cover more compounds in that area as 1 Sect assaulted 2
further compounds to the South East.

We moved back to GOLD on foot ready for a helicopter
extraction and reached the HLS at 1415hrs. At this stage
ISTAR saw a suspicious looking vehicle parked about 2

km away. This was passed to the Apache giving overwatch
which engaged and destroyed it in less than two minutes.
Shortly after 2 x CH47 and 3 x Sea Kings turned up to lift us
and our 7 detainees out of the area.

In conclusion Op SHAHI TANDAR 1 was a very successful
clearance rapid in the heart of the Taliban’s area. Senior
ranks from 42 Commando have praised all involved for
biggest find on Op HERRICK to date. It goes to show the

7 extremely good job
our boys are doing
on the ground.

QGE Soldiers with 24 Commando Regiment

8 Mechanised Gurkha Troop, 33

Armoured Engineer Squadron
Capt S Hudson RE

On the 14 Oct 2008 a new troop of the Queen’s Gurkha
Engineers was formed at 26 Engr Regt in Tidworth. 32
personnel from both 69 and 70 Sgns were selected and
joined 33 Armd Engr Sgn. The Tp settled in quickly under
the watchful eye of SSgt Govinda Rana and the new Sqgn
and Regt made every effort to welcome and accommodate
the Queen’s Gurkha Engineers personnel.



The Tp had to hit the ground running as they commenced
Pre Deployment Training for Op HERRICK 10 straight away.
A lot of the training took place in Northern Ireland where 38
Engr Regt, under whose command the Sqgn is deploying,

is stationed. After mandatory OPTAG training further skills
were honed during an excellent live firing package followed
by a bridging and engineer skills phase. Pre Deployment
Training was a long and tiring process for the men, with

few spare weekends however, they worked very hard and
assimilated the information well.

Initially, the 15 families have not moved to Tidworth as they
have chosen to remain in Maidstone or Nepal until after the
operational tour. 26 Engr Regt however has gone to great

The QGE personnel deployed on 02 Mar 09 fit, well trained
and ready for the tough work ahead of them.

The majority are deploying as 8 lengths to ensure that the
families’ needs will be met when they arrive in October 2009
and the wives are still very much felt to be part of the Tp.

Tp however a section is part of a mixed, British and

Gurkha Tp. A further two are working for the QM and one is
remaining with the rear party. 8 Tp is based in Musa Qaleh
in Northern Helmand Province but others are working in
Lashkagar, Gareshk and Camp Bastion. For some it is a
new experience but others are returning having deployed on
HERRICK 7 and Op FINGAL in 2001.

We have been in Afghanistan for two months now have just
come back from our first and challenging task at the south
of District Centre. There are many tasks and challenges
awaiting us but we have now identified many of those these
and know what is required of us and we are prepared for
the unexpected. The men are eager to make progress

in the Country, to further the good name of the QGE and
we look forward to returning to our friends and families in
September.

Jai QGE!




Miscellaneous Regimental News

QUEEN’s GURKHA ENGINEERS 60t BIRTHDAY
LCpl Kishan Gurung

The 28" September 2008 marked a huge milestone in the
history of the Queens Gurkha Engineers and the Brigade of
Gurkhas as it was the QGE’s 60" Birthday. After 6 decades
of successful service in operational theatres all over the
world the Regiment celebrated in style. The journey for

the Queens Gurkha Engineers started in Kluang, Malaya
back in 1948 with the formation of 67 Gurkha Field Support
Squadron. The title of “The Queens Gurkha Engineers’
was bestowed upon the Regiment by Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth on 21 April 1977. Numbers of personnel and
Squadrons have fluctuated over the years however, at its

peak the Regiment numbered over 1400 men in Hong Kong.

Following weeks of careful planning and preparation, one
of the equipment hangars was converted into a small piece
of our beloved Nepal in order to celebrate the event in the
appropriate manner. All QGE Members & their families,
QGEA Members and high profile dignitaries, including the
Colonel of the Regiment, Lt Gen D R Bill CB gathered for
what was to be a unique and special day.

The traditional Inter Ranks Football went well with no
injuries and all guests gathered at 1130hrs to witness a
fabulous display from the Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas.
Comdt Saheb then welcomed all guests to the party and
thanked the dignitaries for their presence. Following the
welcoming speeches, Comdt Saheb announced the winner
of the prestigious Bowring Trophy which is awarded to LCpl
Prithi Chantyal for being the best LCpl in QGE over the
previous 12 months. The Commandant then announced the
winner of the Durand Medal, Capt Devkumar Gurung for his
outstanding achievements throughout his career.

The QGE Birthday cake was then cut by Lt Gen Bill Saheb,
Comdt Saheb and GM Saheb. The cultural show was
spectacular and thoroughly enjoyed by all. A whole range

of dancing was performed by the children and their families
and the traditional final Cocktail Dance was blessed with all
of the Gora Sahebharu strutting their stuff on the dance floor
and impressing everyone with their moves.

Eventually this joyous occasion for QGE came to an end
and it was clear from the faces of all present that the

event had been a complete success. It was also a time for
reflection and a good reminder that we must continue to
push ourselves to meet the high standards set for us by our
predecessors for the next 60 years and beyond.

THE QUEEN’S GURKHA ENGINEERS STATUE
UNVEILING CEREMONY 2 OCT 08

Capt CJ Mitchell RE

The bronze figure, standing no more than a meter and a half
high, stood proudly at ease on his granite plinth, clutching
his rifle and staring determinedly ahead over the town
which he can now call home. For over 15 years the QGE
have been based at Invicta Park, Maidstone. In recognition
of the long and proud association that the QGE have had
with Maidstone and the surrounding area, and in fitting
celebration of the Diamond Jubilee year of the raising of
the QGE, The Worshipful Mayor of Maidstone (Councillor
Denise Joy), and Maidstone Borough Council saw fit to
commission a statue of a QGE soldier.

The story behind the statue itself began back in 2000 when
Councillor Dan Daley was elected Mayor of Maidstone.

As part of his Welcoming Parade 36 Engr Regt marched
through the centre of Maidstone and it was here that His
Worship the Mayor of Maidstone came into contact with the
QGE for the first time.

As his time in office continued his awareness of the impact
that the QGE have had on the Borough increased. So



Councillor Dan Daley
(the man responsible

for commissioning the
statue) giving his speech

impressed by the various construction and fundraising
projects that the QGE undertook in '
the local community, and realising

what a small but significant part of that
community the QGE and their families
had become His Worship the Mayor

of Maidstone was keen to recognise
their contribution. The notion of a

statue of a QGE soldier first came to
fruition once His Worship the Mayor

of Maidstone discussed at length his
desire with Councillor Trevor Gasson
(Deputy Chief Executive) in 2006. In
late 2007 Trevor Gasson became
aware that the following year the QGE
would be celebrating their Diamond
Jubilee Anniversary and the prospect of
erecting a statue in tribute to the QGE
was once again raised.

The Council immediately took on

the fundraising for this project with a
target set at £15,000 for the cost of
commissioning a statue. Money was
raised through the Maidstone Trust, with
various donations being submitted by
local companies, (the Kent Messenger
Group donating £3,000). The target of
£15,000 was quickly met, though donations are still coming
in, with all donations in excess of the original target being
donated to the PAHAR Trust.

Thus, on a bright October morning, over 150 serving QGE
soldiers from both 69 Gurkha Fd Sgn and 70 Gurkha Fd
Sp Sqgn stepped off from Maidstone County Hall for the
short parade through the streets of the town, destined for
the Maidstone Museum where the unveiling of the statue
would take place. The QGE marching contingent were led
by the Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas, who played rousing
music throughout, much to the delight of the onlookers who
cheered encouragingly as the parade marched past.

The parade came to a halt outside the Museum, where a
large crowd of school children and citizens of Maidstone had
gathered to watch the event. With the Parade having been
prepared for inspection, Officer Commanding 69 Gurkha

Fd Sgn, Maj R Walker marched forward and invited the
Worshipful Mayor of Maidstone, Colonel of the Regiment Lt
Gen DR Bill CB, Deputy Lieutenant of Kent, Edwin Boorman

OBE DL MA, and the Comdt QGE Lt Col R Wardlaw to
inspect the parade.

The invited VIPs and local dignitaries, which included the
Right Honourable Ann Widdecombe MP, watched from the
courtyard of the Museum as the Inspecting Party conducted
their inspection of the Boys. A great deal of time elapsed
before the Inspection was complete and there was a fear
that the Band would run out of music to play, such was the
delight of the Inspecting Party to chat with the Boys on their
way around the ranks. At last the Boys could stand at ease
@@ and enjoy the unveiling ceremony itself.

After a brief introduction from Councillor
Brian Moss, (the Cabinet Member for
Leisure and Tourism) and Councillor
Dan Daley, the individual most
responsible for the commissioning of
the statue stood up and addressed the
assembled crowds as to the rationale
and history behind the statue. It was a
truly moving speech, and one that will
live long in the memory of the QGE. It
would be safe to say that all serving and
ex-QGE that stood there that day would
have been justifiably proud of their
history and heritage yet humbled by the
sentiments of the people of Maidstone.
The Adjt 36 Engr Regt, Capt D Hirst
read a short history of the QGE before
The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone
and the Col of the Regt stepped forward
to unveil the statue proper. Cloaked

in Corps Colours and flanked by the
serving Queens Gurkha Orderly Officers
(Capt Prem Ale, and Capt Yambahadur
Rana) the Statue was unveiled to
rapturous applause. The statue, bathed
in sunshine, was blessed by the Pandit, Premprasad Gaire,
who handed over to The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone,
imploring all those watching from the Bandstand to “come
forward and get a better look at this marvellous statue”.

The ceremony was brought to a close by the Band of
the Brigade of Gurkhas striking up and leading the QGE

Lt Gen D R Bill CB and Deputy Lieutenant Edwin Boorman
OBE DL MA inspecting the parade



marching contingent back to Maidstone County Hall.

The ceremony and parade over, the invited VIPs, local
dignitaries and assembled onlookers continued to gather
around the statue, exchanging stories, taking pictures, and
just marvelling at the statue for a great deal of time after the
sound of marching had faded.

The statue, very much like the parade and ceremony that
followed, was a very simple but dignified tribute to the QGE.
The attention to detail by the Sculptress Mary Cox was
remarkable and successfully captured the pride and dignity
of a QGE soldier. The QGE statue erected at the Maidstone
Museum is only the second such statue commemorating the
Brigade of Gurkhas on the UK mainland, (the other standing
in Whitehall). To date, this is the only statue that honours the
QGE, and is indeed something we can all be proud of.

QGE OFFICER HONOURED WITH MBE

Major Brown is currently serving in the Brigade as OC
70 Gurkha Fd Sp Sgn QGE Immediately prior to this
appointment he spent [ 5 3 .
one year as 2IC of
529 Specialist Team
Royal Engineers
(STRE) and 2 years
as OC of 527 STRE.
During these 3 years
he was deployed
extensively including
tours of Afghanistan
and Iraq. After his last tour of Iraq he was nominated for
recognition of his achievements over the period. He was
appointed MBE on the New Years Honours List at the end
of 2008. His investiture took place on 27 March 2009 at
Buckingham Palace and he was presented his medal by
HRH The Prince of Wales. His wife Mrs Laura Brown, his
Father Mr George Brown and his Sister Miss Audrey Brown
where guests at the ceremony. Major Brown explained that
he was “flattered and thrilled” to receive the honour.

QUEEN’S GURKHA ORDERLY OFFICER (JULY
2008 — JULY 2009)

| could not believe it when on 30 April 2008 Comdt Saheb
rang me and said that | was selected as the next Queen’s
Gurkha Orderly Officers (QGOO). This prestigious position
was started in 1876 by Queen Victoria and | was truly
honoured to be the 11" Gurkha Officer to be selected from
my Regiment.

It is needless to explain my job because it has been written
by my illustrious predecessors in the previous magazines. |
would like to inform you however, that unlike with previous
years some investitures are being held at Windsor Castle.
Although my primary role is to carry out my duty during
investitures | have also been providing much needed
support to the Gurkha Welfare Trust (GWT) and
representing the BG on various events. One of the

highlights | have had whilst working with the GWT was
receiving a cheque for £180,000 for the GWT in Edinburgh
and | must take this opportunity to thank Maj Adamson and
Capt Archibald Sahebs for making my trip to Scotland so
comfortable.

For those QGEA members who do not know me very well, |
would like to introduce myself; | am 21166747 now 555996
Capt Prembahadur Ale and | joined the BG in Feb 1985 in
Pokhara, Nepal. | was born and educated in the Tanahun
District, Bhanumati, Gandaki Zone. As a soldier | served
with 67, 68 and 69 Sqns and the Royal School of Military
Engineering as a training instructor. As an officer | have
served in Gurkha Coy Catterick as a platoon commander,
as Res Tp Comd in 70 Sgn with whom | deployed to Irag on
Op TELIC 6 in 05. On completion of my tenure as Gurkha
Captain in 70 Sgn | was posted to the RHQ QGE as the
Manning Officer. | am married to Pabitra and have three
children all of whom reside with me here in Maidstone in
Invicta Park Barracks. To reach this dizzy | was fortunate to
receive the following QGE awards:

e  Best Combat Engineer Class Three 1986.
e Best Student JLC 1988.

e Best Combat Engineer Class One 1991.
e  Bowring Trophy Winner 1992.

e  Durand Medal Winner 2004.

e QGOO 2008.

| am very grateful to those personnel who steered me
throughout my career and helped me achieve this unique
position. | never anticipated becoming a QGOO when |
joined the BG and my dream really has come true. For
those Gurkha Sahebharu and Bhaiharu who are determined
to be a QGOO | wish them good luck.

Jai QGE.



QGE GURKHA FAMILIES NEWS

The QGE Families of Maidstone have seen another
enjoyable and remarkable year. Although QGE families
are scattered across the Medway Valley families always
manage to gather at every possible opportunity. Currently
there are approx 245 families living in the area. The Army
Welfare Service (AWS) has funded 2 x Gurkha Support
Workers (GSW) for Maidstone. The hasty transfer of Mrs
Ambika Limbu one of GSW (wife of WO2 Jiwanpyara
Limbu) to Cyprus led to Mrs Shanta Gurung, (wife of SSgt
Ganesh Gurung) having to organise various activities and
competitions alone. Some of the highlights of the year were
as follows:

Early Years First Aid Course

A 2 day, Early Years First Aid Course run by Mid-Kent
College was organised by the Gurkha Welfare Office,
Maidstone.

Be nice and calm,
memorize the
procedures, look
for bleeding and
fractures; these
were just some

of the things we
learnt during the
Course. It was important to understand how significant first
aid can be for saving someone’s life. We enjoyed the course
and got a great sense of achievement from it. Finally, we
would like to thank GM QGE for subsidising this course from
QGE Welfare Fund.

QGE Ladies Badminton Competition 08

25 Dec 08, Christmas Day - it was a fantastic day. The
Badminton Competition took place in the afternoon and
was organized in order for families and children to have fun
and create new friendships and relationships. The games
were amusing, competitive and were supported by a great
number of spectators. All winners and runner-ups were
presented with trophies and prizes by the GM QGE and
the overall winner was Mrs Manmaya Pun (wife of SSgt
Balaram Pun). Thanks go to all individuals who helped
organising this event including Chefs and PTls.

Families Funday 29 Jul 08

It was a day where
everyone had a chance
to relax and enjoy

a day full of colour,
excitement and fun. A
day such as this can not
be a complete without
music whether it as a
centrepiece to the event

or as a background to create atmosphere. Families ran a
Nepalese food stall and served delicious momos where they
managed to raise £364.54. This was split between Invicta
Widow Trust and Sunrise Children’s’ Association Inc Nepal.
The money for the Sunrise Children’s’ Association was
handed over by CO and GM QGE during their Nepal Trek.

SSAFA Big Brew Up, 15 Oct 08

Even if it was only for a single day, QGE Families also care
for the families of both Gurkha and British soldiers. It was
amazing how something as small as buying a cup of coffee
and a fairy cake can make such a huge difference! A total of
£246 was raised for SSAFA.

Gurkha Ladies from the
Queen’s Gurkha CO
Memsaheb and GM Didi are
serving Coffee for Customers
Engineers of 36 Engineer
Regiment, Invicta Park,
Maidstone

g 7
Donation to Maidstone Hospital

A cheque was handed to the Community Midwife Matrons,
Alison Mendes and Lindis Harris on Tuesday 3 March 2009.
The money will go to the Maternity Ward.

Gurkha Ladies
handing the
cheque over

Educational Visit

As part of a Gurkha cultural and educational visit members
of some QGE families paid a visit to Buddhapadia Temple
in Wimbledon, London on 21 Mar 09. On reaching the
Thai Temple a Buddhist Monk was waiting to give us a
brief on Buddha and the Temple itself. It was a great to
see everyone ]
enjoying the feast
of Indian cuisine
that was provided
as well as some
expensive
shopping in
Southall on the
way back.




EXERCISE MALAYSIAN
GURKHA SAPPER 2008-
BATTLEFIELD STUDY TO
MALAYSIA

LCpl Lalbahadur Rana and Spr Binodkumar Rai

After long and gruelling negotiations at various levels
a group of 29 Sappers and Officers from The Queen’s
Gurkha Engineers finally embarked on a Battlefield Study
to Malaysia “Ex MALAYSIAN GURKHA SAPPER” on 28
Nov 08. The Battlefield Study was the brainchild of Maj R
G Walker RE, OC 69 Gurkha Fd Sgn who developed the
concept whilst on Op HERRICK 7 in order to commemorate
the 60" Anniversary of the Queen’s Gurkha Engineers.
The intent was to study the successful UK led Counter
Insurgency (COIN) campaign conducted during the Malayan
Emergency (1948-1960). A key strand to the exercise was
to study the COIN principles and compare the differences
between Malaya and Afghanistan drawing upon our own
recent operations in Helmand and the OC’s experience of
the Operational and Strategic levels of command working
within the US & NATO Commands in Afghanistan. The
entire package was $
expertly organised by
WO2 (SSM) Yambahadur
Pun and the study aspect
enabled by Lt ETM Gay
RE.

Sungei Petani -8
WO2 (SSM) Yambahadur
Pun led the daunting
planning process that
begun in Nov 07; seeking
approval and funding for
the Battlefield Study but
the final approval from the
Chain of Command was
granted just two weeks
prior to the departure. This was a unique and challenging
task for the Regt as the current policy for Battlefield Study
only supports activities within Europe and with budgets far
less than our requirement. As a part of the package, the
team received a special Counter Insurgency briefing from Dr
Garth Pratten (Senior Lecturer, Department of War Studies
RMA Sandhurst), followed by a lengthy group discussion.
Subsequently we conducted an additional day long study
session where individuals were given responsibility to
research and brief topics relating to both the Malayan
Emergency (1948 — 1960) and current operations and
doctrine.
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After approx 15 hours of travel we arrived in Kula Lumpur
and on the first evening Col Paul Edwards, (Defence
Advisor to the British High Commission, Malaysia) delivered
an impeccable briefing regarding the history of the country,
the background to the Emergency and the strategies
adopted by the British Army during the Emergency. Maj
Subramaniam Narayanan from Malaysian MoD was
appointed as our Military guide and remained with us
throughout the Battlefield Study. Having fought the terrorists
himself in the jungles during the 1980s (the Terrorist finally
surrendered in 1989 although the Emergency was declared
over in 1960!) he was well placed to offer first hand input
based upon his own experience as a junior officer.

In the morning of 28 Nov 08, the actual field study began
in earnest. Initially we proceeded to one of the very large
and oldest Malaysian Barracks at Sungei Besi in a suburb
of Kuala Lumpur. Formerly this camp used to be a very
important base
for the British
Forces during
the Emergency
and is best
compared with
Camp Bastion
in Afghanistan.
Soldiers used
to deploy to
fight the insurgents for eight months and be brought back

to Sungei Besi for recuperation for four months before

they were sent back out
again. The place is of equal
importance to the engineer
as this used to be the
central resources location
from where the engineer
stores and resources were
used to supply to front lines.
Additionally it was the one
time home to 50 Fd Engr
Regt which is inextricably
linked to the formative years
of the QGE.
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~—Kluang After spending a night

at Batu Pahat, a small
town to the far south of
Peninsular Malaysia, we headed towards a nearby Army
Barracks at Kluang — the home of the Malaysian Engineers
& the true birthplace of the QGE. Officers and members of
the Malaysian Engineers were eagerly waiting to welcome
us along with local media. Kluang has a special connection
and importance for QGE as this was the place where the
first Gurkha Engineers were formed up in 1948. Some 300
infantrymen were drawn from the Brigade of Gurkhas and
trained in Kluang at the Engineer Training Centre to convert
them into sappers. The remains of the works done by
them are still in existence. The Malays still use the Temple,
(Mandir), the engineer workshops, the watermanship
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lake, bridging hards, the cinema and a handful of married
quarters. Later that morning, we arrived at a well maintained
nearby Gurkha Cemetery where hundreds of our brave
ancestors rest in peace. We remembered them and paid our
tributes with a 2 minutes silence.

In the afternoon we drove back to the North towards Port
Dickson to observe a newly constructed Malaysian Military
Museum. We were very proud to read the Roll of Honour
and witness the names British, Gurkha, Malayan and
Commonwealth soldiers who fell during the insurgency.

On 30 Nov, after visiting British and Gurkha cemeteries

at Batu Gajah near Ipoh (another key Brigade of Gurkha
Operational base now turned over to the Malay Infantry),

we travelled further north towards Sungei Petani — former
Training Depot of the Brigade of Gurkhas. Early in the
morning of 01 Dec, we went to visit Sungei Petani Camp.
We were delighted to see the old offices and buildings; the
building used as a Depot Headquarters is still in good shape
and it is being used as Admin Headquarter (see below
right). All the married quarters are still in existence; however,
sadly we may have been the last visitors to witness those
old structures of nostalgia as they were subject to be
demolished just after we left! The temple is still being used
by the Hindu community. That afternoon we headed towards
the Cameron Highlands, (named after the RE Officer who
surveyed the area) for a rigorous terrain appreciation.

Unlike other terrain, Malaysia’s mountains have unique
characteristics. Its majestic tropical forests cover the
Malaysian highlands but the treacherous swamps hide
underneath making movement very challenging indeed. |
think all in the group, both Gurkha and Gora (many with
Jungle experience form Belize, Brunei & Sabah) were
surprised by the challenges presented in this jungle. On

the 02 Dec, partly as adventure training and for the sake of

terrain appreciation the whole team climbed the Cameron
Highlands penetrating through the notorious jungle along the
frustrating swampy and steep trails. This part of the exercise
really made us think as to how our ancestors fought against
the insurgents during the Emergency. It was clear to us that
determination and physical fitness were vitally important!

Towards the end of the exercise our study concentrated

in and around the city of Kuala Lumpur to appreciate the
historic beauty, its culture and gigantic changes that have
taken place in the city that is at the heart of the country. This
beautiful and modern city preserves a blend of old and new
art, culture and traditions of all the diverse races that make
up the Malaysia. This was a fitting end to a challenging
field study and allowed the team a little time to reflect upon
how Malaysia had evolved since the end of the Emergency.
Sultan Abdul Samad’s Building, the National History
Monument and Batu Cave became parts of our cultural visit.
Lunch at the revolving restaurant of Kuala Lumpur Tower
and shopping around the world’s tallest twin towers were
some of the activities that we couldn’t miss.

Finally, on the night of 03 Dec, we left Malaysia and started
our journey back. Every second we spent there during

the battlefield study was enjoyable even with a very busy
schedule. We had a very long list of places that were
essential to visit in order to gain a complete understanding
of the country and the Counter Insurgency. Credit and
thanks go to those local experts, Army representatives

and our guide Eddie Ooi for their help and unforgettable
contributions during our study.

Overall, it was an exceptionally well balanced Battlefield
Study, reinforced with adventure and entertainment of which
we all are proud to have been part of. This really was a
once in a lifetime opportunity where we gathered a great
deal of knowledge of the history of Brigade of Gurkhas. The
Queen’s Gurkha Engineers and above all the differences
between Counter Insurgency in Malaya & the current
campaign in Afghanistan. Finally, special thanks goes to
OC Saheb for his obstinate direction that was the mainstay
to the success of the visit and heartfelt thanks goes to WO2
(SSM) Yambahadur Pun for his tireless work to make the
study extremely successful, enjoyable and memorable. It
is clear to us all that the exercise would not have happened
without the support of The Commandant QGE and Lt Gen
DR Bill CB who applied leverage at every level to support
the venture “Jai QGE — Jai Brigade of Gurkhas.”




The Regiment in Action

GM, Comdt, Mrs Mary Cox (Sculptress) & Col of the Regt
at the Gurkha Statue unveiling ceremony at Maidstone
Museum in Oct 08

The Worshipful the Mayor of Maidstone flanked by Col of
Regt and Comdt QGE

Dashain Celebration — GM and Pandit with Pujare toli

QGE Gurkha wives selling “Momo & Aludam”
for Invicta Widow Trust.




Serving and former officers of QGE attending the 60" Anniversary Dinner 2 Oct 08

Gurkha Major, Comdt (Des) and RSM with the family of the RSM, Comdt (Des) & GM being welcomed in Bhachok
late SSgt Balaram Rai’s, Mar 09 (GM'’s village), Mar 09

Comdt and GM fully laden with
phulmala in Bhachok (GM’s
village), Nov 08
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