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EDITORIAL

In September of this year the Gurkha Engineers will
achieve the 25th Anniversary of their formation, and this
event will be marked by celebrations both in the Regiment
and in the GEA., The GEA's 1973 activities will include an
extra-special annual mixed party, publication of the
Regimental History, a presentation from the GEA to the QGOs
and the issue of a commemorative stamp, This year there
are also some important changes in the organisation and
finsncing of the. GEA itself which stemmed from the proposals
agreed at the last AGM,

A new and enlarged Committee was formed under the
Chairman, Malcolm Campbell, which now meets regularly to deal
with the day-to-day affairs of the GEA, John Allen has
stepped down from the Secretary's job after many years in the
hot seat and we would all like %to thank him and Maureen for
all their hard work. The new Secretary will be Hank Bowen
when he goes to Chatham in May; meanwhile Gil Roach has
taken over temporarily. It is hoped that Charles Spottiswoode
will join the Committee as the "Field Officer recently
returned from the Regiment' when he comes back to UK in
fugust as Tony Rickets has been posted to Berlin.

To establish better financial arrangements for the GEA,
the Committee was asked at the AGM to produce two schemes
for increasing the income and to ask each member to vote on
them., The result of The Great Vote was heavily in favour of
Capital Life Membership rather than Subscribing Life Member-
ship. Those who have agreed to do so will therefore be
asked to pay a lump sum to the GEA which will then be:
invested; the interest from this sum, plus of course the
interest from our existing capital, will provide the income
for the GEA, The Committee is taking financial advice on
how much capital will be required, and consequently what the
Capital Life Members contributions will have to be.  When
this has all been sorted out, all those who agreed in either
their first or second choices to'be Capital Life Members will
be invited to pay. There should be no further need for
special appeals for money for portraits, presentations,
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Authors expenses, wedding presents, newsletters ete - all
these will be paid out of GEA funds. Already the Committee
has agreed to give £20 to the new Gurkha Maseum, details of
which appear on page 22, and to purchase a piece of silver
for about £50 for presentation by the GEA to the QGO's Mess
to mark the 25th birthday.

There will in future be four types of membership -~
Life, Capital Life, Associate and Honorary. The Life Members
are those who have opted not to become Capital Life Members
and they will of course continue to be entitled to the same
privileges and benefits as before, except that they will get
an Annual Newsheet giving details of functions etc instead
of the GEA Newsletter., It is expected that there will be
about 100 Capital Life Members. There have been about 35
applications to become Associate Members and Gil Roach is
continuing to recruit more. We would like to welcome them
into the GEA, They are old friends of ours anyway and many
of them have served longer with the Regiment than a number of
the officers. Their help and contribution to the Gurkha
Engineers has been immense over the years, not only in
providing technical training, but also by setting a very high
example as Warrant Officers and senior NGOs, Their interest
in the Gurkha Engineers and in Gurkhas has often continued
after they left the Regiment and they have been faithful
attenders at the parties given for the Gurkhas in UK and have
often asked them to stay for weekends. We hope that belong-
ing to the GEA will strengthen the ties., The Secretary has
agreed to run the Register of Associate lMembers and will
forward their Hewsletter direct to them. It is particularly
important that Associate Members make sure that they keep
him informed of any changes of address. Associate Members
will be asked to pay a subscription of £2.50 to cover the
next five years after which they can renew their membership
by paying a further subscription or opt outs For their money
they will receive the Newsletter which will enable them to
keep in touch with the Regiment and the GEA and to get details
of the GOR parties to which they will be very welcome.

The Annual GEA party this year will be at the Staff

College, Camberley....It was found that Minley was too small.
The party, which will be on September 28th (Gurkha Engineers
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Day) will be organised by George Ritchie. George will be
sending out details to members, L

General Lance Perowne has finished writing the
Regimental History and it is now with the printers in Hong
Kong. There has been a tiresome delay over the printing but
it is expected that the History will be ready in July for
distribution to members who have ordered them at a cost of
&,420 each., Incidentally, 20 extra copies have been ordered
by members for presentation to QGOs,

The Brigade of Gurkha Appeal Fund has reached the magic
million, helped by a premiere of "Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland". Nepal is suffering from severe hardship and
famine so the Appeal Fund will be particularly timely.

We have just received the splendid news that Capt (QGO)
Bhimbahadur Gurung, the G/Capt of 68, has been selected for
Queens Gurkha Orderly Officer for 1974. He is now on Nepal
leave but is expected to move to UK in the Autumn of this
year. He is, of ecourse, "Bhim the Younger" whose number useéd
to be 1847,

Two other events occur in our twenty fifth year. John
Edwards will be the first son of a GB officer to become
Commaridant - his father was a 7th Gurkha, John Getley, the
new 21C, will be the first officer to achieve a fifth tour,

For keen philatelists, the RE Postal Branch is producing
a Commemorative Cover to mark our 25th Birthday. This will
be a specially printed envelope showing a suitable picture of
a Gurkha Engineer and a description of the event signed, it
is hoped, by the Colonel of the Regiment, the Commandant and
the Gurkha Major. Details will be given in the next Issue.

As usual, we would like to thank all our contributors -
particularly those from the Regiment whose articles give a
very good picture of what the paltan is doing.

Finally, apologies for sending out this Newsletter so

late. The Committee wanted to include in it the details of
the new membership arrangements. ’
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REGIMENTAL
@, NEVSIETTER

By Lt Col Re.A. Rickets

We are just recovering from one of the most exciting
football matches ever when we beat 1/2 GR by two goals to a
penalty goal on their oun ground in the first round of this
year's Nepal Cup. I am told that we have never before
beaten 1/2 GR in a Nepal Cup game. The QGO's Mess celebrat-
ed until 5 a.m. next morning and the 1st/2nd, who had a great
team, have promised to give us their full support in the
remaining matches. Certainly our own team, trained, coached
and captained by Bob Newns with full support from the GM are
playing better and more relaxed football than last year and
are in with a good chance.

I am not going to write a diary of this period. It has
been much the same as the same period last year with the
field troops out working or on exercise for most of the time
and now we have three months clear of work for squadron
retraining. Squadrons then change brigades and go back to
work. . As I hand over to John Edwards in a few weeks time I
would rather at this stage try to pick out a few highlights
and look at the state of the Regiment as it now is. This
will help to pre-empt anything that John might say after he
has taken over, To improve the taste the latest crop of
funnies are interspersed, with acknowledgement to those who
have painstakingly recorded them, starting with:

Annual Report - "HIS ENTHUSIASIUM IS INFECTIOUS."

The rundown is now far behind us and largely forgotten.
The problems of resettlement in Nepal continued for a time
but it is now only once in several months that we have one of
those sad letters asking for help. . Everywhere I went in
Nepal in the Autumn of 1971 our pensioners came with their
problems. On my last visit in Autumn 72 there were very few
such cases. Many have found jobs with DCERE Nepal, on the
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East/West highway and some with Government departments. The
majority have settled back into the hills. Of course there
is still hardship but on the whole I believe our men, with
their trades, have done better than those without. I have
sent Ian notes on some of them which you will probably find
elsewhere in this Newsletter.

The outstanding effects of the rundown now are the
current slowness of promotion and the very small size of the
field troops., Promotion is at present slower than it was
before the rundown began and this contrasts with rapid
promotion while it continued, It will take another two or
three years to settle itself. This is a pity now as some of
our young men are quite outstanding in their all round
abilities and it would be nice to see the deserving ones go
ahead a little faster. With a much smaller Regiment there is
less room for manoeuvre and we must select the right men
early and move along those who have reached their ceiling
rather more quickly. This is beginning to happen. The
present standards of our young men bode well for the future.

We now aim for a troop working strength of twenty and,
as few of the British Officers remember ever having more, thls
is accepted as good, particularly as we use working partles
from the infantry, gunners or even cavalry for the humping
and dumping. A%t the moment we are not achieving twenty as we
have an unusual number on leave and a large number on courses.
With a combat engineer 2 course now running concurrent with a
recruit course this alone absorbs some seventy students and
instructors and workshop trades courses are going on as well,
By June the two combat engineer courses will be over, we will
have caught up with the backlog in workshop trades which
occurred between 70 Sgn closing and our new Training Wing
opening, and the leave hump will be gone, We should then
maintain a satisfactory field troop strength.

Extract from drill cadre programme: W“FALLING, STAND AT EASE."

For the longer term, plans are currently afoot for a
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rebuild of our whole camp on a Regimental basis, probably
starting in 1976, If we get the land we want, RHQ, both
squadrons and 54 (Hong Kong) Support Sgn RE will then be
co-located in the Perowne/Gordon Hard areas which will
enormously reduce our present overheads of running two
separate squadron camps. Tt will also give us all the
facilities of sports pitches, swimming pool, gymnasium,
tennis courts etc which we now sadly lack,

During a routine inspection a drum was noticed in
the Signals Store. QMSI Signals explained that
this was "only used for very basic signal courses.®

As rundown ended a three-line whip went out on disci-
pline and turnout to get back to the old standards which had
naturally slipped a little with redundancy. Having just now
seen a young soldier carrying another on PT and attempting
to stand rigidly to attention at the same time I believe we
have no problems here,

One of our clerks of works found black ants eating
the woodwork of a building. The contractors who
normally deal with such things refused to do so
claiming that they were "only white ant contractors.®
A case for the rgce-relations Board?

There has been a welcome rush to PWD activity. The new
panelled bar in the BOs! Mess is now a regular lunch time
meeting place and the whole mess is refurbished, refurnished
and redecorated. The orange/pink decor of the dining room is
subject to heated argument and must surely have reduced
messing charges by half,  The families' hospital has been
rebuilt and much enlarged so that the doctor no longer has to
hold his surgery sitting on the wash basin., The QGOs Mess
has been extended and with a new decor is now one of the nic-
est im The Brigade; PWD have really sparked.
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Misdirected mail :
Officer in charge of Heaves (Gardens Member BOs! Mess)

Officer I/C Sapper Bowels (Rose Bowl)

—_—

British officers are always fairly expendable - things
work well enough without them all being around all of the
time. They can even be an embarrassment as jobs have to be
found for them,

A squadron commander, at the door of the Commandant's
flat early on New Years Day, after a fancy dress
party held there the night before - "Could I collect
my handbag please, I think I left it."

As I was saying - we try to get rid of British officers
as often as possible, on language courses, jungle courses,
EOD courses, diving @ourses, the junior command and staff
courses, visits to Nepal and the like, We sent John Baker
off to Fiji with C Troop, and John Wheeley is in Brunei now
with 1 Troop., They go on leave to exotic places but always
they come back, We have long needed some way of getting rid
of them more permanently so that the place echoes less from
the roar of their sports cars. We now have a breakthrough.
John Baker is to take over as ADC to MGBG/DCLF in April and
William Thackwell goes to be 21C in Paklihawa at the same
time., We hope that this will lead to regular representation
on the’'L of C which can be nothing but good for the L of C
and for ourselves,

Heard on a brigade net: "Hello § this is 73 -
you can't hear us but we can hear you so send
your message - overhll




There has been a sudden revival of competition shooting
in the Regiment led by Brian Taylor who was a regular Bisley
shot before joining-us" (this didn't go unnoticed at the
time). The incentive is a recent ruling that apart from the
Gurkha battalion in UK g further team can now go to Bisley
to represent Land Forces Hong Kong, and we are competing
here for that privilege. Two of our best shots, Embahadur
Saheb and Adrian Ris are on leave which has weakened the
team and there has not been enough range time to work up
properly for this year but there is tremendous potential and
if we don't make it this year there is a good chance for
next. I saw that one poor chap (Milanchandra, I think it was),
was detailed on the same sheet of orders for Nepal Cup
training, Regimental hockey training, shooting practice and
cross-country training. Pity the squadron commanders who
have work to be done as well,

The trials instructions for the rapid cratering
device were filed under - "Catering".

Another couple of kites have just been flown. The
first came from the GM who thought it would be a very nice
idea if as many as possible of our former GMs, could come
down to Hong Kong on the airlift for our 25th Anniversary.
Fingers are crossed. The second idea is to get each year
one of our QGOs on a UK course. Which course is not all
that important, The object is to get them there, Allied %o
this is the possibility of every GM paying an official
liaison visit to UK once in his tour, to see our students at
the RSME and to call upon the Colonel of the Regiment. Both
of these proposals are new and must be organised delicately
at first but I have high hopes that they can be achieved,
particularly with the very strong ex~Gurkha Engineer
representation that we now have at the RSME and in other key
places.

The highlight of the year was of course the visit of

Jeneral and Lady Jackson. They came just at the end of
Dashera and our main Kalaratri party was delayed so that



they could be with us.

Item from General & Lady Jackson's programme -

"Dress for lddies' guest night - TOPICAL MESS KIT",

The nautch was really the centrepiece and yet again the
GM and his helpers achieved a new high in organisational
perfection, There was a Regimental parade, a WOs & Sgts Mess
party, a QGOs Mess party, a Corporals Club party, a Families
Party and for a change the younger officers and wives took
them for a picnic on the CBF's launch "Jackson" as space
gboard was limited and it seemed a nice idea to let the
elders stand back for a change. The Ladies Guest Night will
not be forgotten, as nearly all of us went down with food
poinsoning next day, from something in the imported ice-cream.
The weather for the whole visit was fine, all went smoothly,
we thoroughly enjoyed it and I believe General Bill and Lady
Joan did too.

IORE to Comdt/CRE: "You asked about Colony
holdings of RDD crates, We only have 40 which
were made up by your Tralning Wing. I am told
that they have since been incorporated in your
Dashera Ghar,"

I really come to an end here, The Paltan is I think in
good shape and good heart and John Edwards is about to take
over the best Sapper Lt Coll!s command in the British Army.
Fortunately I know that he knows it.

Speight's laundry book -~ "ISHPITY,
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BOs, QGOs AND BRITISH WOs AND SGTs SERVING WITH THE REGIMENT

AS AT 31 JANUARY 73

Regimental Headquarters — BOs & QGOs

Commandant
21C

Adjutant
Paymaster
Trg Offr

Gurkha Major
Head Clerk
Gurkha QM
Rects Trg QGO

67 Gurkha ¥4 Sagn
0C
21G
QM
Tp Comd
A Tp Comd
B Tp Comd
C Tp Comd
HQ Tp Comd

Gurkha Captain
Acting Gurkha Capt
A Tp QGO

B. Tp QGO

C Tp QGO

68 Gurkha Fd Sgn
0C
21C

Lt Col R.A.S. Rickets RE (To Col GS
Coord, HQ British Sector, Berlin Apr 73)

(Lt Col J.H. Edwards BE - 6 Mar 73)

Major C. Spottiswoode RE (To DOE
Aldershot Aug 73)

(Major J.C. Getley - July 73)

Capt D.J.R. Stack RE

It E.P. Heaton RAPC

Capt G.S. Lucas RE (RHE Aug 73)

Maj (QGO) Kesarbahadur Limbu

. Capt (QGO) Bharatsing Limbu

Lt (QGO) Indrakamal Tamang
Lt (QGO) Ramparsad Rai

Major D.H«G. Corsellis EE

Capt J.A. Thorp RE (RHE Apr 73)

Capt R. Jury RE .

Capt J.A. Ris RE:(ITL = To 21C Apr 73)
Capt B. Taylor ERE

2Lt R.A. Newns RE

Capt J.G. Baker RE (ADC to MGBG Apr 73)
It C.A. Lowe FE (To C-Tp Apr 73)

Capt (QGO) Embahadur Gurung (Nepal leave)
Capt (QGO) Bhimbahadur Gharti

Capt (QGO) Tikaraj Rai

Lt (QGO0) Lokbahadur Gurung

Lt (QG0) Makardhoj Sahi

Major J. Speight FE (RHE Aug 73)

Capt W.T.R. Thakcwell RE (To 21C BGC
Paklihawa Apr 73)

(Capt W.J. Chesshyre RE - Apr 73)
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68 Gurkha Fd Sgn (Cont'd)

QM

1 Tp Comd
2 Tp Comd
3 Tp Comd

Gurkha Capt
Acting Gurkha Capt
Sp Tp QGO

1 Tp QGO

2 Tp QGO

3 Tp QGO

ERE

Head Clerk Trg
Centre Bde of
Gurkhas

Translation Team,
Trg Centre Bde of
Gurkhas

Capt G. Thompson RE (Also acts as QM RHQ)
Lt J.F. Wheeley RE
2Lt T.C. Dornan FE
Lt R.M. Beazley RE

Capt (QGO) Bhimbahadur Gurung (Nepal leave)
Capt (QGO) Ganesh Chhetri B

Lt (QGO) Ichhabahadur Rai BEM

Lt (QGO) Pete Limbu (Nepal leave)

Lt (QGO) Sunar Gurung BEM

Lt (QGO) Kusalsing Gurung

Capt (QGO) John Tenzing Lepcha

Lt (QGO) James Bhujel

Regimental Headgquarters - WO0s & Sgts

RQSM

QMSIT
QMSI (Sigs)
Pay Clk Div IT

67 Gurkha Fd San
SQMS
MPF
C of W (C)
Plant Fir
™
Pay Clk Div III

68 Gurkha Fd Sgn

SQMS
MPF

WOII Pilgrim G.C., RE
WOIT Syers J., EE

WOII Macdonald R.J., RE
SSgt White J.C., RAPC

WOII Standish G.S., RE
SSgt Perkins J., BE

WOII Geany J.P., RE

I/Sgt Brooks B., RE

SSgt Greenaway J.H.;, REME
Sgt Phillips A., RAPC

85S¢t Roast F.P., BB
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68 Gurkha Fd San (Cont'd)

C of W (C) -~ SSgt Winship D., RE

Plant Ftr - 1/Sgt Caldwell I.L., RE .

M - SSgt.Shepherd B., REME

Pay Clk Div IIT < Sgt Sloat W.J., RAPC
Recently Departed BOs and BORs

Capt J. Knowles RE -~ Staff College

Capt D. Howie RAPC - RHQ The Gurkha Signals

Capt F. Sewell RE
2Lt D.C.S. Chater ERE

25 Engr Regt
Resigned SSLC

WOII Gough J.L., RE - 144 Pl Sqn (V), TAVR Centre
L/Sgt Morl B., RE - 54 (HK) Sp Sqn RE

OC 67 phoned OC 68 to ask about lifting compressors
by helicopters. 0OC 68 asked why details couldn't
be found in 67 Library. 0C 67 = "I can't go in
there, it's where the python is kept'.

~

51 Bde Intsum from ex Eastern Triangle. Extract:
"Attempt by 10 GR to penetrate 1 BW locs along
Tai Po rd failed when 60 rfn from 10 GR destr at
KV 120866 by 67 Gurkha Fd Sqn at 2300 hrs" - - -
not funny?

0C 68 at Regimental Planning Conference. "On the
border we have completed 38 tasks and have another
39 to do, out of the original 8",
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SONS OF EX-GURKHA ENGRS QGOs SERVING WITH THE REGIMENT

58953
56718
59351
58134
58135
40990
58089
59390
5%44

57112

58130
59102

59402

RANK

——

SPR
LCPL
SPR
LCPL
LGPL
SGT
SPR
SPR

SPR

SPR

SPR

SPR

SPR

NAME

DAMBERSING GURUNG
HUKUMRAJ THAPA )
TILAKRAJ THAPA 3
CHITRABAHADUR THAPA )
SURJABAHADUR THAPA 3
SHERBAHADUR THAPA
IMANHANG LIMBU
NARENDRAPARSAD LIMBU

DILKUMAR LIMBU
PURNABAHADUR GURUNG

DUTBAHADUR GURUNG

DAMBARSING GURUNG

FATHER'S NAME

HON LT AMARBAHADUR GURUNG

MAJ(QGO) NARBAHADUR THAPA
MVO

MAJ(QGO) DEOBAHADUR THAPA

CAPT(QGO) DILARAM THAPA
HON LT KALUSING LIMBU
HON LT DHOJBIR LIMBU MVO

MAJT(QGO) SHERBMEADUR LIMBU
MVO

LT(QGO) BHAGATBAHADUR
GURUNG

LT(QGO) TILBAHADUR GURUNG

CAPT(QGO) CHANDRABAHADUR
GURUNG

MAHENDRAPRASAD GURUNG CAPT(QGO) HARKABAHADUR
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SPORTS RESULTS

Iai Lam Hospital 17 Nov 72
7-A-Stde~Pootball Cup

. :nd Forces Minor Units 13 Dec 72
r~A~Side Football Cup

Tand Forces Major Units 14 Dec 72
{rosscountry

Land Torces Major Units 28 Dec 72
Hockey

Sailing - Land Forces

Inter Unit Championship

Nepal Cup 6 Jan 73
Sapper Bowl - Swimming 8 Dec 72

n N o Football -

Inter-Troop Crosscountry 25 Nov 72
Championship

48 Bde Long Handicap 24 Aug 72

Golf Champilonship

Land Forces Canoe Championship:

Sprint - 500 M Men's 11 Nov 72
Single

" =~ 1000 M Men's 11 Nov 72
Single

Long Distance 18 Nov 72
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Winner

Runners-Up
Semi-finalists

5th place

1st game

vs 27 Sigs Regt
Winner

1st game

vs 1/2 GR
Winner

Winner

Winner

Winner

Winner

Winner

HWinner

Gurkha Engrs

68 Sqn

67 Sgqn

Gurkha Engrs

Gurkha Engrs
(8-0)

Gurkha Engrs

Gurkha Engrs
(2-1)

3 Tp, 68 Sqn

1 Tp, 68 Sqgn

A4 Tp, 67 Sqn

Maj C. Spottiswcode RE

Capt D. Howie, RAEC

Capt D. Howie, RAEC

Capt D. Howie, RAEC



Land Forces Major Units Gurkha Engrs still on top.
Football League

Land Forces Minor Units 68 Sgn still on top.
Football League

BRIGADE NEWS

1/2 GR. Digby Willoughby commanding.,
2/2 GR. Terry Bowring commanding.
6 GR. Colin Scott takes over from Jim Kelly in June 73.

7 GR. Iain Elliot hands over to Keith Robinson in April 74,
21C will be Charles McCausland.

10 GR. Chris Pike commanding. 10 GR change over with 7 GR
in April 73. 10 GR will do a two year tour in UK.

TCBG. Hugh Rose takes over in April 73. Mike TFurney will
be 21C. :

48 Bde, John Whitehead takes over in April 73 from Gil
Hickey who goes as Defence Adviser in Kuala Lumpur.

Comd L of C. Birdie Smith.

ALAG BG, Norman Roberts has just taken over from Duncan
Green who goes as GSO 1 Trg at RMA Sandhurst.

HQ Bripade of Gurkhas. Col BG is John Thornton. Chris
Bullock ‘is taking over from Mike Allen as BM, :

Both 7 GR and 10 GR will lave teams at Bisley this year,
with possibly a third batlalion team depending on results
in Hong Kong. :
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GBA & GEA FUNCTIONS

GBA Reunion on Friday 18th May 1973 from 6.30 - 9.30. p.m. at -
the Connaught Rooms, Great Queen St, London WC2. Buffet
Supper - cost with wine £3.40, Tickets from:

It.Col. N. Roberts, MBE,

AAG Bde of Gurkhas,

Ministry of Defence,

Lansdowne House,

Berkeley Square, W1X 6AA,
(You are advised to make up a party if you want to go or you
are liable to find yourself all alone! Ed).

GBA Dinner on Friday 2nd November 1973 at the United
Services and Royal Aero Club., Details will be given in
the next issue.

GORs Party on Friday 11th May 1973 at 7.45 p.me It will be
held in a Pub at Chatham and will include a curry or Chinese
meal at a Restaurant. Any member wishing to attend should
informs Capt. D.R. Humphrey, RE,

GSO 3,

HQ .RSME.
who will send full details and arrange accommodation over-
night if required. For those who forget to write and
realise on 11th May that they want to come, RV at the Study
Centre where the RSME Officers will meet to plck up the -GOR
and take them down the town at 7.30 p.m,.

GEA Annus] Families Partv on Friday 28th September 1973 (Gurkha
Engineers Day) at The Staff College, Camberley. This party
will celebrate the 25th birthday of the Regiment. George
Ritchie will be organising it and will send out details to
all members,

RE Dinner on Wednesday 27th June 1973 at the Park Lane Hotel.
Tickets cost £4.50, which includes wine at table. Those
wishing to be included at the Gurkha Engineers Table should
state this when applying for tickets tos

The Secretary, RE Corps Committee,

HQ E in C, HQ RSME, Chatham.
and also inform the GEA Secretary. Last years Dinner was g
great success and is stroagly recommended.



NOTES ON PENSTONERS MET IN NEPAL

by It Col R. A. S. Rickets

" Hon Lt Kalusing Limbu ~ Tembe. Has got over his illness and
now looks like a country squire as he walks around his
projects in Tembe with a large walking stick and the vill-
age headman in tow. Projects he has completed so far are
piped water to the village square, a dispensary staffed by
a trained medical assistant, volleyball and basketball
pitches carved by hand out of the hillside below the school
new footpaths and a host of minor jobs. Plans for the
future include fish ponds, pig-breeding and hydro-electri-
city (small size turbines and generators are now available
in small quantities). Kalusing's name has spread far and
wide for his achievements in Tembe. He is delighted to see
any visitors and has bullt a special guest house for them
to sleep in., Later on he says he will build a small house
by the river and retire to fishing and pig~breeding but
there is no sign yet of his energy waning. Kalusing's son,
Hombahadur is in our present recruit party and doing well.

b

Ex Capt(QGO) ifanbahadur Limbu - Santhagra. Was with 70 Sqn
and left Sept 68. Looks very fit and healthy and much
slimmer. He too is an important man in the village. and has
pub a lot of money and effort into getting a school built.
His next job is a new house as he claims his present one
is 300 years old! His daughter is married to L/Cpl
Lachhimiparsad Limbu of 67 Sgn, who is teaching driving to
the Technical Boys in- Dharan.

Mr. Lockbahadur Pradhan, headmaster. ILives next door to ex
SSgt Srawankumar Pradhan (Chief Clerk 67) in Darjeeling.
Currently involved in a deep~freeze business which he hopes
to start at Biratnagar. Srawankumar works for DCRE Dhsran.

Ex Capt(QGO) Sambhu Sunwar. Has a jeep-taxi playing between
S5iliguri and Darjeeling and a very pleasant bungalow half
way up the hill, Eis wife is completely well again now.

Ex Sgt Ialman Rai (Clerk 67 Sgn). Looking prosperous in

Darjeeling. Runs a quest house near Siliguri.

- 19 =



Ex Capt(QGO) Minbshadur Gurung, Has now opened a "night club!
in his hotel in Pokhara where he shows slides of UK and Far
Fast and children desplay Nepalese dancing. He hopes Mr,

Deobahadur, our recently retired Piper Major will join him
as a "major attraction". He is also the local building
advisor.

Ex Capt(QGO) Bhimbahadur Gurung. lLast G/Capt 68 Sqn. Vas
busy building a new house in Pokhara when selected as EARO
Palklihawa. Has now taken over, his main task being the
farm., The first first EARO we have had for many years and
a step in the right direction,

Ex 14(QGO) Ranbshadur Guruns (Tp QGO 68 San, left 7/70).
Smart and smiling but has lost money contracting for
Chinese on the Pokhara - Kathmandu road. Now in the taxi
business in Pokhara, in partnership with ex Capt(QGO)
Baburam Thapa and ex Lt(QGO) Bhagatbahadur Gurung (ex edn
officer). They own two taxis and run the Pokhara -
Bhairawa route. They all look well and flourishing,

Ex Capt(QGO0) Harksbahadur Gurung (G/Capt 67). Is still the
DCRE's man in Paklihawa. His soh, Mahendraparsad is in our
current recruit party and also left wing of the Nepal Cup
team,

Spr_Minbahadur Gurung (left 68 San iHov 71)..Iamjung.
Employed as driver/local purchase agent for ODA,

Ex Capt(QG0) Phatebahadur Thaps. Supervisor on a section of
the East/West Highway, very similar to work of a tp QGO on
any road project. :

Ex Capt(QGO) Sase Thapa. ILooks younger than when he left.
Gang and section supervisor East-West Highway.

Ex 1+(QGO) Dhane Gurung. In excellent form as ever. TIs
responsible for all the plant on a large section of Highway
and highly respected by his British supervisors.

Ex I+(QGO) Harkabahadur Gurung (Ieft May 70)., Has tried
varidus things, now farming and obviously fairly affluent.
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Ex Lt(QGO) Ganeshbahadur Thapa (Ieft 67 San July 70)., Also

doing well on East-West Highway.

Ex Capt(QGO) Krishnabahadur Tamang., Yet another doing well
on- the Highway (what would DOE have done -without us?),
looking affluent and now looking about for his own
business,

Ex Maj(QGO) Deobahadur Thapa. Has a fine house in Paklihawa,

a good salt business and a car. Two sons doing well in
the Regiment.

Ex SSgt Jasbir Gurung (MT 67, Left 7/67). Bought a jeep
vwhich he runs as a taxi and doing well for himself,

Ex L/Cpl Phanendraman Newar (Clerk, Left 1/69). Owns a shop,
hotel and a share in a rice mill,

Ex WO2 Gunjabahadur Gurung (Teft 11/68). Owns a rice mill

near Pokhara,

Hon Lt Dhojbir Limbu, At present living in a large timber
house some 20 miles east of Dharan on the side of the
East/West highway where he has bought rich rice-land and
is running what amounts to a farming cooperative in which
several of our soldiers are part-owners, Having settled
this he says he will return to the hills which the Memsaheb
is very keen for him to do.

Ex Maj(QGO) Aitahang Subba. Is still running his very
lucrative rice shop in Dharan which he has already moved
to bigger and better premises.

John Knowles and Guy Lucas were on separate long treks
in the Autmn of 1972. I visited Kathmandu and the two
depots at the same time, including a short trek in the East,
a night in Darjeeling, and a brief stay with Dhojbir. The
list obviously represents only a few of the many pensioners
we met but will give you some idea of the sort of things they
are doing. Without exception they ask to be remembered to
all the Sahebs.
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THE GURKHA MUSEUM

Arrangements have been .made to start a Gurkha Museum. A
committee has been formed with a Curator, Major Mark Dewing,
ex 7 GR. Jumbo Thomas has been appointed to the Committee to
represent The Gurkha Engineers and as a Trustee for us, the
Gurkha Signals and GTR.,  Jumbo reports that:-

IThe executive Sub-~committee is beginning to declare its
hand and things are starting to move, We must realise that we
are only a small part of the whole when the 150 odd years of
Gurkha history is involved and so far, the interest is being
concentrated on the period from the Nepalese Wars to 1947 —
the end of Phase T, Only scant attention is being paid to
post-Partition from a historical point of view. My aim is to
start something going on Phase II without interfering with
Phase I, and I hope to persuade the Committee to ask HQ B of G
to lay on a Phase II presentation perhaps in Hong Kong, to
act as a sieve for the final show when it is set up in UK. In
principle, I agree with getting on with the early days first,
if only because those who took part in the campaigns or their
relations are getting older daily, but we want to make sure
that we don't lose valuable material, including photographs, by
lack of interest.

The building at Winchester is not absolutely firm and
will not in any case be available for five ?? years; Edinburgh
is still an alternative, DMeanwhile the temporary accommoda-
tion in Church Crookham is being set up and is planned to open
in the Autumn - exact date not yet firm, but possibly mid-Oct.
Four or five central themes will be represented, e.g. Delhi,
1914-18 War, 1939-45 War (Cassino and Imphal) and the gaps be-
tween will be filled in later. Again, it is right that the
most active periods should be highlighted - or highlit?? - to
provide certain fixed points in the story.

There is not much to add. I propose to deal with
photographs separately and later as we now know the form on
these. The GE part of the whole will be small but I intend
asking John Edwards to start a Regt exhibit now so that over
the next year or so we can prepare the way and make sure that
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we don't lose anything worthwhile. I intend clearing too,
any possible reference to Sappers and Miners which may co-
incide with Gurkha kura - but this needs careful handling.

S0 I don't thihk there is anything for members of the
GEA to do now; the History will be required by the Museum
so that it can be a positive contribution from the GEA or the
Regiment and should provide the Regiment with a guide to its
display. I hope that John will write something for one of
your later issues asking members for specific items."

MR. PITAT

ilembers may be interested to learn of the fortunes of
one of the Regiments most faithful civilian employees -
Mr., Pilai. Mr. Pilai, whose name is also Mr. K.S5. Nair, was
the Officers Mess Clerk in Sungei Besi until the Regiment
moved to Kluang when he became No.1 Boy in the Sgts Mess.
After the Regiment left Kluang for Hong Kong, Mr. Pilai
veturned to India. From there he wrote to Ian Slater about
the possibility of getting a job in England, and Ian put
him in touch with a Mess barman's job at Bordon. Now Mr.
Pilai has moved to British Rail and has passed his Railway
C & W Examiners course and has now been confirmed in a C & W
Examiners post at a weekly wage of £44. He is now living in
London.

Jumbo is reputed to have described Mr. Pilai once at a

Mess Meeting as Ythe most prolific sender of Christmas cards
in the Mess",
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GURKHA ENGINEER PERSONNEL ON UK COURSES 1973
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OVERHEARD ON EX EASTERN TRIANGLE

"Holto B this is 47 over - pause - hello 47 this
is ﬁ were you calling me over - 47 no over."

Hello 12 this 11 ask your golf sunray to come to
my location - 12 wait out - 11 is your golf
sunray not in your location over - 12 yes he is
but I am in your location and he is in our
location over — 11 Waiteeoesecsscoeesawait outs”

"Fi roger out - PB say again over - £ all I said
was roger out, out - B do you meantulip now over -
no no no I mean roger out, out."

12 L it looks like smoke to me but it may be
grass = — — = - in any case its peculiar."

Scene: Bde HQ moving at 0400, A long line of

.vehs formed up by the roadside. The RRB vehicle

which should be second in line has somehow got
itself second to last.

Eventually it is located by an irate Staff Officer:
Officer: “Are you rebro?"
Driver : "Yes saheb,"

Officer: M"At +++++ last., You're in the
wrong place. Follow me.

The officer sets off up the middle of the road
waving a shielded torch behind him. The driver
climbs out of his landrover and follows
obediently, After 100 yards the officer
realizes no landrover is following him. He
turns, brushes past the anonymous Gurkha
standing beside him and runs back to the RRB
vehicle, No driver!

‘lhen he eventually did find himMesececerccacnscnns
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GURKHA ENGINEERS IN FIJI

by Capt J. G. Baker

If T had been asked at the beginning of July why my
troop was going to I'iji or even where exactly Fiji was I
wouldn't have been able to give an answer. However all was
made clear towards the end of July; C troop 67 Gurkha Field
Squadron would go to Fiji with A Coy 2/2 GR to build an
improvised bridge as part of Exercise Caravelle, Fiji for
those who don't know is approximately 1500 miles north of New
Zealand.,

I went on a very brief recce of the task at the end of
July, taking two days to reach Fiji, 1% hrs on site and two
days to get back to Hong Kong which must be one of the most
expensive recces per hour spent on site ever carried out.
iny grandiose designs for the bridge were not acceptable due
to financial restrictions and the final design resembled
something from the backwoods of Canada; round timber held
together by large nails. The bridge, designed to class 16
specifications, would be of 3 spans each 25 ft long supported
by 2 timber piers resting on concrete bases. This would al-
low the Fijian Army vehicwlar access to a 25 yd range and
replace a suspension footbridge. All the timber needed for
the bridge we would have to cut ourselves.

Preparations for the move to Fiji were carried out
remarkably smoothly, most of the tools going by sea and the
men going by air. On the 19th September 23 members of C
troop left RAF Kai Tak for Nandi, Fiji. It took approximate-
ly 25 hours to get there stopping at Manila, Darwin and
Townsville enroute. It was raining at each of these places
which boded ill for the coming 8 weeks.

Accommodation in Fiji was provided at Queen Elizabeth
Barracks, the headquarters of the Royal Fijian Military
Forces, about 4 miles north of the capital, Suva. The men
lived in tents taken over from 10 GR and the SNCOs and
officers lived in their respective messes. Due to continuous
rain in the preceding few weeks the mens' accommodation was
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not very pleasant but improvised flooring appeared and the
enterprising ones even acquired makeshift lockers.

The first 3 or 4 days were spent trying to locate all
the tools which had preceded us, and had been carefully
hidden by 10 GR. We were reduced to searching all likely
places before we eventually unearthed them. The troop was
then divided into 2 sections, one disappearing into the
jungle about 15 miles away to cut out trees and the other
constructing the concrete pier bases. Lt(QGO) Makardhoj Sahi
took the jungle party, SSgt Budhiman Gurung the pier party
and I oscillated between the two.

Mokardhoj Saheb developed a flair for cutting trees with
holes in the middle, or others he swore were straight when
standing but somehow bent as they fell; but through his
efforts, after 2 weeks hard work, enough timber had been cut
to complete the bridge. This included 3 days spent squelch-
ing through mangrove swamps in pouring rain cutting the
timber for the bridge deck, emerging at the end of each day
like refugees covered in mud from top to bottom.

SSgt Budhiman had the less interesting job of construct-
ing the pier bases, complicated by the fact that I didn't
discover the river was tidal during.the recce, The Mk II
pier base was hastily designed to overcome this and work
began, often thigh deep in water. Concrete was mixed on one
bank, transported in wheelbarrows along the suspension bridge
and tipped over the side to the formwork about 14 feet below.
Of course the inevitable happened and wheelbarrows plunged
off the bridge with the concrete; twice those working below
were not quick enough and got covered in concrete. By
excellent planning the pier bases and timber cutting were
finished at the same time!

The first of a series of frustrating holdups then
occurred. A bulldozer being used to drag the trees to a
loading site broke down and its owner showed little
inclination to have it repaired. In desperation we tried
carrying the logs but the effort required was too great; :
trying to carry a 14 ft log 10" dia for nearly 2 mile through
thick mud in pouring rain is not a pastime to be encouraged.
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Luckily a little persuasion prevailed and the bulldozer was
repaired in time to haul all the pier timber required.

The next 10 days were spent constructing.-the piers and
few problems were encountered although at times the place
looked more like a circus than a bridge site with sappers
hanging precariously from one upright pole drilling holes in
another, Nobody actually fell in the water but once or
twice great gymnastic ability was displayed.

Hurrican Bebe was an unwelcome visitor to Fiji just as
we had finished the piers. Enough warning was given to
enable the tents to be taken down and the men moved into a
large hangar. Nothing could be done to protect the bridge
and it was with a great deal of trepidation that I went down
the morning after to inspect the damage. There were two
strange haystacks projecting out of the water, both piers
having trapped all kinds of debris brought downstream by the
floodwaters but causing no damage even though the water level
had risen by over 10 feet,

The cutting and transporting of the large trees to span
the gaps between piers was probably the most difficult task.
Tifteen of these logs were needed, 25ft long and up to 20"
in dia, each weighing about 2 tons. Half of them were
supplied by an Indian timber merchant but with time
running out and his pgross unreliability we had to cut the
remainder ourselves. One amusing incident occurred late one
evening as 3 of these trees were being unloaded from a
Fijian Army truck. The logs had been dragged half off the
truck so that they rested ‘one end on the ground, the other
on the truck. The drivér was then told to drive forward.
A11 that happened was that the front of the truck rose
vertically 4 feet and the driver was all set to bale out.
The driver, a Fijian, was most reluctant to drive for us
again.

The large logs were placed in position over a period of
4 days. It sounds simple but required a lot of care and
muscle power., This was followed by decking, handrails and
building ramps at each end., We finished with 2 days to go,
a great relief, to me at least.
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From our point of view it was an excellent training
exercise and most of the time highly enjoyable. It gave the
nen a ehance to escape from the shortcomings of Hong Kong
although they didn't get as much opportunity to look round
Fiji as I would have liked. They're even talking about
going back next year to repair the bridge ~ no faith in their
own work]

Chinese clerk of works (PWD) asked why he had
stripped the waterproofing from RHQ roof during
the rainy season, thereby flooding the office for
5 days: "Well if we did it in the dry season we
couldn't tell if it had been done properly".

Extract from report by L/Cpl Kishorsing on UK
course and visit to Paris - "Yhile I was waiting
for my course I met some of the soldiers from

7 GR who had been to France. I asked them what
was it like. Their reply really thrilled me and I
thought I must take a look at once,"
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"CONTRAPTIONY

By Spr Rajdeo Rai
67 Gurkha Field Squadron

Backeround (by OC 67 Gurkha Field Squadron)

(On exercise Eastern Triangle, 51 Inf Bde were ordered
on 30 Oct to carry out on 31 Oct or 1 Nov a night assault
landing by LCM, RFL assault boat and Heavy Ferry in the area
between Taipo and Shatin, held by 48 Gurkha Inf Bde. The
Exercise Director refused to allow the hire of a sampan for
use on beach recces on the night of 30 Oct 72. 67 Gurkha
Field Squadron, who were in support of 51 Bde, therefore
decided to build their own sampan, using an assault boat as
the basis. The boat that 'emerged was known as The Contraption.
It was used successfully on the beach recce described below
and on the night of the landings to place the beach marking
party) .

Yes, the contaption was indeed the best part of
exercise Eastern Triangle., In fact I found it so interesting
I couldn't let it pass by untold., TIt's a pity though, I
cannot put feelings like these I felt into words., One has
actually got to be there - 'where the action is - to get the
real feelings. The other crew members didn't get as much
pleasure and excitement as I did. Everything was new to me
- especially the rum and tea mixture, I had never thought
they would go together that well, I sort of got carried away
with the process of tasting it, but it was Lowe Saheb's, so
it was free every mouthful of it!

But back to the contraption. Firstly the assault boat
was laid on the ground; then long bamboo poles about three
inches diameter were collected from the nearest source i.e.
under the camouflage nets which were left hanging down,

Capt Ris, OC B Tp and Lt Lokbahadur, Tp QGO (our masterminds)
got to work right away. Everybody looked busy, even those
just looking; some were splitting bamboo into long flexible
strips, later to be bent over from port to starboard to form
the semicircular roof structure, like that of a common
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Chinese fishermans boat.

Our Lokbashadur Saheb was so interested that he forgot to
drink his tea five times!

Slowly but surely our contraption was beginning to take
shape. A long timber became the mast that hid the serial of
the A41 behind it. On the mast head a kerosene lantern was
hung. D10 cable supported it in its slightly leaning forward
position. The top mastermind was powerfully sawing down a
one inch thick plywood board that later was placed as the bow
platform.' Four ponchos were buttoned in the middle making a
large one-piece roof which was _placed neatly over the skele-
ton. The back part of the boat, which was hopelessly flat,
was now -being attended to-but w1thout any success.. As usual
the mastermind came up with a plan, A long bamboo strip
similar to the roof structure was tied to the stern and a
piece of hessian hung down, This very effectively hid not
only the shape of the back but gave the visual effect of a
built in engine.

low that the assault boat was no longer there a large
number of people had gathered; from their smiles we knew we
were being successful, - We had several practices until we
were experienced boat assemblers., Everything was now ready
for our secret plan so we loaded the stores and sat around
talking about the.trip., Suddenly, to my surprise, Lokbahadur
Saheb announced that I was to go as a Chinese boy! He had
chosen me because of my Chinese-like appearance and because
T was.a signaller. Being a star required my Levis 'T' shirt
which T had luckily brought with me. -

At dusk we made our way to the launching site; it was
already pitch black by the time we arrived. The reconstruc-
tion took longer than expected because we forgot to bring
along with us the experienced constructors. A11 those
practices wasted! . After a lot of effort we finally finished
and with a crew of five set off towards what was waiting
ahead in the dark. We could only hear the monotonous hum of
the engine, the whooing of the air passing through the mast
cables, the splashing of the water-amd the  distant sound of
a Chinese fish-scarer drum. Darkness everywhere, Luminous
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Foamy trail behind rolling away from our boat.

We neared the other side and slowed down. To
surprise we were being followed! Something out in
was trying to keep pace with us! If it hadn't been
beautiful reflections of the lights on the other si
ing vividly on the nearly stagnant water we wouldn'
able to identify the enemy recce boat with two sold
ing face to face, one handling the engine, It was
act before they got any closer., I stood on the be
a tuneful but meaningless Chinese song. We were g
the small craft pass away from us, unaware of our i
We could have captured them but we had come for a s
recce of the landing beaches.,

Not long after we spotted a sentry on a jetty.
silhouette showed him to be fully alert to our appr
must have heard my singing from s distance, We ke
course and again for the third time came dangerousl
to the enemy. It was the same recce boat returning
rounds; coming straight towards us too., My heart
beat when Cpl Cauriman our helm, unable to see wher
going, shouted to me in Gurkhaili to look ocut for d
Heart pounding against my ribs I began to beat away
platform. It produced a sound like the fish scare
the rhythm. If they had spent more time listening
have discovered us, for the rhythm was suspiciously
those familiar madal beats. However they passed s
the dark and the warm glow of smlllng faces could t
over the boat.

That was the last enemy we saw. We landed at
places to find suitable beaches for the next nights
Whatever anyone else thought we all knew that the ¢
had contributed greatly to our success.
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PAK TAP

By Capt B. Taylor, RE

September 1971, a few days after I had arrived in

g, 1 was called into the Squadron Commander's Office
1d about a project which my troop was to undertake
©1972. The project involved the construction of a
ong pier at Pak lap, a small village on High Island
east of Sal Kung on the eastern side of the colony.

ecce was carried out in September by the troop

Lepl Milanchandra Gurung, Spr Hombghadur Sen and

The pier was designed under the supervision of the

CGommander, Major C Spottiswoode RE., Stores were then
and plans made for the troop to move to the project
LCM, Prior to the move some preliminary work was

out in Bowring Camp. This involved the precasting of
the reinforced concrete slabs and beams which were to
porated in the pier.

move out started on 22nd February but we were

2ly delayed by very heavy seas. The move was by LCM
four more days than originally planned. Once it
leted things began to go more smoothly. Apart from
s due to bad weather we were able to keep up to

of the major problems throughout the project was
ation with the mainland, There were no télephones
sland and so we were dependant upon radio communica-
2k to the Squadron at Bowring Camp, the quality of
ing dependant upon the weather. Resupply of essent-
lies etc was done by helicopter three times a week.
sther stores were moved to and from the island in
>oats fitted with outboard motor. This journey took
from 25 minutes in calm seas to rising 50 minutes
aising battling through 4 or 5 ft waves.

project started with the construction of the camp
'h was to be our home for three and a half months.
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This was carried out under the supervision of Capt(QGO)
Tikaraj Rai our troop QGO. The camp site was so good that the
Commandant brought his wife and daughter out to stay for a
night, The troop commander's wife came also, Their visit
-ended up with their having to thumb a 1ift on a tug in order
to get back.to the mainland because of a breakdown in
communications with our own means of transport,

- The first work that had to be done was the underwater
‘rock blasting around the approaches to the proposed pier.
Two of the troops' strongest swimmers:- Lepl Lilambar Thapa
and Spr Sukbahadur Ghale were duck diving for about 5 days
placing charges in previously drilled holes in the rock, The
ensuing explosions produced some very spectacular water
fountains,

" The precasting of the component parts of the pier, the
beams and slabs, was meanwhile carrying on, The pier was
set out and work started on the construction of the 200 yds
of concrete path which was to link the village to the pier.
The pier was of rather unusual construction, It provided
added interest and experience for the troop. 3

The beginning of May brought a particularly bad spell of
weather. During this, resupply of fresh rations failed twice
and we had to fall back on our 'compo! which had been brought
out in case of such a situation, The helicopters bringing in
our fresh rations and mail three times a week were sorely
missed at times during this period. , ~ o

Recreation at Pak lap consisted principally of fishing
and volleyball during the day and darts at night. The latter
produced “some very peculiar games with wihd blowing from all
directions but the only person who always seemed to master
these tricky conditions was the Troop QGO., He was also the
fishing champion.

During the project we had several VIPs visit us. The
MGBG visited us for the FFR and again came to officiate at
the opening ceremony. The Bde Comd 51 Bde also visited us
twice. The Director of PWD, The Hon J.G. Robson, also visit-
ed the project. We-also had a visit from the Engineer-in-
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Chief during his tour of Sapper units in Hong Kong.

The opening ceremony finally came-on the 5 June 1972,
when the MGBG jointly officiated with the DCNT, The Hon D.C«
Bray. Also present was Brigadier P.G.A. Prescott, commander
51 Brigade, The Hon J. Robson, Director FWD, and Mr. Eastor
the District Officer Yuen Long.

The day after the opening ceremony the sad business of
returning back to camp began and by 13 June we were all back
in camp with another project complete.

Extracts from letter from ex-MPBW employee Dharan: M",.e..it
seems to be a gift elephant in the mouth"™ ....... "their
cattle now getting treated water and taste like wine because
of the chlorine®

Quotes from a cocktail party on board HMS Intrepid in
Australiac

Australian to British Officer: "You don't look like a
Gurkha - I thought you all
came from India."

Two British Officers: "You know if I hadn't become a Saheb
I might 1live here,"

Australian to Adjutant Gurkha Engineers: "Aren't you rather
tall for a Gurkha - I mean running
up all those hills and things."
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AN EVENING IN PARIS

By LCpl Kishorsing Tamang
67 Gurkha Fd Sqn

Every year some Gurkha Soldiers go to UK to do various
courses and I was lucky to be one of the four to go to UK in
1972 from my unit, The Gurkha Engineers, There were lots of
others from different units to do different courses. My
course had been "Plant Op Mech AI" (POM AI) which was from
8th of May to 21st of July 1972. Before we go on to do our
own particular courses, we do three months of English
language course, at RAEC Centre Beaconsfield. We flew to UK
on the 6th of Jan 1972.  After completing our three months
of compulsary English learning course at Beaconsfield we
made our different journeys to do our particular courses.

But I still had three weeks before my course was due to
start, therefore, I stayed at RAEC Centre giving a hand to
SSgt Gangabahadur (GTR), our Chief Clerk. While I was there
waiting for my course, I met some of the soldiers from 7 GR,
who had just been to France. I asked them, what it was like
and their reply really thrilled me and I thought I must take
a look at once, \

So immediately, after few exchanges of words between
S5gt Gangabahadur and me, we decided to go there for a visit,
Next day we put this request forward to OC for our out leave
pass, we also made a contact with Nepalese Embassy in London,
and they did all the necessary things, such as passport,
health documents to make sure we could enter France without
any trouble. So now everything was set up and we only had to
fix a date to go there. I thought the best time to go there
was after my course. I would get two weeks leave, so the
date we fixed happened to be on 1st August.

With all these arrangements properly fixed, I left RAEC
Centre to do my course, as it was due to start. Once I got
started on my course at RSME, Chatham, I tried to forget
about France, because I really had to concentrate on my course,
for three months as a result my course turned out to be well
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and I was very glad. Soon as I finished the course I made
my way to Beaconsfield for my two weeks leave and "Francel,
Once I got there I was delighted to hear that SSgt
Gangabahadur had made an arrangement for us to stay in France
Army Camp ih Paris during our visit.

Since now the fixed date wasn't too far away we changed
£100 into France money, "called Francs'" and received two
travelling cheques of £100 each., Finally the day came and
we left early in the morning for Beaconsfield Railway Stn, we
got ourselves a ticket each to Folkestone. During our
journey we talked only about French, Once we arrived at
Folkestone, we went to the harbour by taxi to get two "Paris
return" tickets costing us £24:30P. By then it was 1600 hrs
and the ship was due to sail across the English Channel in
about 30 minutes time.

There were lots of other holiday makers waiting to go
through the custom house and in the ship. Having got our
visa of Folkestone, we also made our way into the steamer and
after ten minutes it slowly left the harbour blowing its
whistle., After two hours of comfortgble journey we arrived
at "Calais" in France, and for the first time we were able to
put our feet on the France land., After getting all our hand
bags together, we went through immigration department, but
they wouldn't let us in, cause we didn't have visa of TFrance
council; we had always thought that we could obtain one
here but we should have had it at France council in London.

We explained to them that we were soldiers and about the
French Army, that they had agreed to look after us during our
visit, so one of them took our passport and the address of
that particular Army and began phoning up. This might have
been to make sure, we were telling the truth. We waited
anxiously for a good news, and after 30 minutes he came up to
say that we could enter France but only for two days instead
of seven days., So although we were bit disappointed, we
decided to make best out of two days they had given to us.

From here we got into the waiting train for Paris. I

was so surprised.at the France way of driving, it seemed very
funny to me as they drove on the left hand side of the road
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and all the vehicles were left hand drive. Once we got on
the train we headed for Paris. During the journey only
difference we could point out from England was that

every body was talking in French and it sounded very funny
to us after hearing so much of English,

Once we reached Paris we started looking for Army Camp
but were unable to get assistance from people as we didn't
find anyone who could speak English, It was already getting
late so we decided to give up the search for any Army Camp,
and instead checked into the hotel. As we had such a tiring
day we didn't plan much for the night except go to bed,

Next morning after breakfast we made our way to very
popular spot "The Effel Tower". Once we got there, we could
not believe our eyes that we were actually there, because we
had seen so many pictures of it back in Far East, and also
in couple of Hindi Films, There were thousands of other
tourist, so immediately we went to the top by a sort of
lift. The view from the top was beautiful all the rest of
the city surrounded it and was in the middle., The view was
even more beautiful during the night, because of the colour-
ful lights everywhere in the city. After this we went down
to one of this open air restaurant. We realized that the
France men were very fond of wine, Every body no matter
whether one was poor or rich had a bottle of wine on their
table so we had one as well and it was really super. After
we had some delicious France food we decided to go back to
hotel,

Next morning we packed everything and checked out from
hotel cause we were only allowed two days in France, Then
we decided to go and lock round for suitable souveniers
to take back with us. It was then we also visited famous
"irch De Triumph". Having enough of Paris and knowing that
we only had two days, we finally went back to "Calais" for
England. Consequently, due to lack of time we did not have
enough time to go to anymore places as we had planned,

At "Calais® we were okeyed by the immigration dept and

we arrived at Folkestone harbour by steamer., We took a taxi
to railway station and took the train to London.
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ROUTINE SIGNAL RECEIVED 22 SEP FROM HON LTs AITAHANG SUBBA
AND DHOJBIR LIMBU :

"AJA HAMRO THE GURKHA ENGINEERS KO 2/ WAN JANMA UTSAUKO
UPALAKSHAMA HARDIK SUBHA KAMANA BHANNU CHAHANCHHAUN. HAMRO
PYARO THE GURKHA ENGINEERS KO BADGE SADHATN DHRUBA TARA JHAIN
CHAMKI SIR MATHI RAKHAUN., HAMRO UBIQUE SABDA SADHAIN AFNO
HRIDAYAMA RAKHNE CHHAUN. THE GURKHA ENGINEERS KO NAM AJHAT
MATHI RAKHNU LAT SABAT MILI JULI BAL GARAUN. THE GURKHA
ENGINEERS KO DUTY FREE RUM APHNO PET KO DABAT KO LAGI, GLASS
AFNO HAT MA LIERA THE GURKHA ENGINEERS KO NARA JAI JAI

GARDAT TIN KHEP GARAUN. AKHIRMA HAMI PENSIONER BAJE HARU KO
DHANYABAD. BALIYO RAHANU HOS."

AND FOR THOSE WHO NEED IT, THE TRANSLATION :

NTODAY WE SEND OUR BEST WISHES ON THE 24TH BIRTHDAY OF THE
GURKHA ENGINEERS. THE BADGE OF OUR BELOVED GURKHA ENGINEERS
TWINKLES ON OUR HEADS LIKE THE POLAR STAR. VE WILL KEEP THE
WORD "UBIQUEM™ IN OUR HEARTS ALWAYS. IET US JOIN HANDS TO
KEEP THE NAMFE OF THE GURKHA ENGINEERS HIGH. THE DUTY FREE
RUM OF THE GURKHA ENGINEERS BEING A MEDICINE FOR THE STOMACH
LET US 'THREE CHEER!, GLASS IN HAND, IN THE NAME OF THE
GURKHA ENGINEERS. THANK YOU FROM US, THE PENSIONER BAJES.
BALIYO RAHANU HOS,"
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AN OLD BUFFER REMEMBERS

by Ian Thomson

It is a valued privilege of retired officers to
reminisce about their time in the Regiment. As I sit cosily
in front of the telly my mind goes. back to the time when I
Joined what was then 50 Gurkha Field Engineer Regiment in
Tam Mi in July 1954. At that time all the officers serving
in the Regiment except two - Col John Carver and Bill
Spencer - were bachelors living in Mess. The Mess itself
was one half of a Romney Hutj; the QGOs Club was in the
other half, Wooden screens divided the Anteroom from the
Dining Room. Most of the hard drinking was however done on
the verandahs in front of the two blocks of officers
quarters. Senior officers (the term 'senior' is comparative
since Murray Dunne, the Regt 21C and 0OC 68 Sgn, was then
only 34) had one block and the junior officers the other.
The senior officers block housed Murray Dunne, Tom Spring-
Smythe and, rather curiously, Tony Cronk. The fierce
drinking went on in the Junior Officers block headed by
Dick Francis and Don Cameron., Sometimes they were there at
reveille after an all-night session, apparantly little the
worse for it.

The rooms were small and hot, and sometimes officers
preferred to sleep on the verandah st the back., The
sanitation was primitive and Dangerous Dan usually timed
his visits to coincide with a curry lunch. We had very
good roses in the Mess Garden though. There was a commu-
nal gusal ghar but basins in the rooms; the colonel's
quarter had a bath (the term !'Commandant' came later in
about 1956). :

When we moved to Sungei Besi it was all very different.
The Mess was much bigger with a separate Anteroom and
Dining Room - all made of attap. There were wooden shutters
instead of windows. When we arrived it looked like the
outbuildings on some particularly ramshackle farm, Murray
Dunn persuaded the DCRE to glaze the windows in the Mess and
line the walls with asbestos sheeting which were then paint-
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ed in a variety of gaudy colours. These wall panels proved
to be no match for the combined weight of Jumbo and Gil at
highcockalorum, The garden, which had been laid out in
small suburban beds was redone by Murray who was a great
gardener. The sloping lawn behind the Mess was terraced and
the tiny flower beds removed; it then became an excellent
place for the Pipes and Drums to play on Guest Nights.
Between the Mess and this terraced lawn was a large open-—
sided verandah with an attap roof and in the centre of this
was a pool with an inefficient fountain used for decoration
and for throwing officers into when they were being dined
out. I was Mess Secretary when my turn came to go, so I
hurredly had the fountain removed and the pool filled in with
concrete just before the appointed time.

Later on, Jumbo Thomas caused the Ladies Room to be
built, largely as a self-help project. This proved to be a
boon as apart from anything else it doubled the number of
pull-the-plugs. There was originalhy only one in the Mess,
and, as its use was limited by the DCRE, Murray had to produce
a roster for it., Jumbo also finished off the tennis court
which was started by Murray and was much used.

There were many more officers quarters in Sungei Besi
than in Hong Kong. Originally they were all made of attap.
One day, we had a mini-typhoon which blew the roof off one
block and blew another one down completely. There were no
casualties as the only two officers in the Mess at the time
took refuge in their wardrobes. One block was rebuilt in
concrete with proper glazed windows and showers etc and its
rooms were much sought after,

The Messes at both places were fairly comfortable but
we hardly spent much time at weekends there. The Hong Kong
Club provided a cheap doss house on the Island for those who
did not prefer the Honor Hotel in Kowloon. In K.L. most
people belonged to the Dog and/or The Lake Club. Much of
Saturday afternoon and Sunday were thus spent out of camp.
We worked on Saturday mornings.

-+ The Mess staff in Hong-Kong was quite small. There were
two Gurkha Mess Orderlies - 1945 Spr Hastabir Gurung and Spr
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Bhimbahadur Gurung (now G/Capt of 68 Sqn) . They were both
marunis,  How they managed to get through Dasera with all
the nachs and the Francis-Cameron all-night sessions and keep
the mess going was a source of "amazement to all. There were
three Chinese waiters No,1, No.2 and Tumpi. We managed
without a Mess Sgt. The food was always good and the Mess
very well run but of course the Mess Secretary (Peter
dhitestone) and the food member (Derek Moorcroft) had to put
in a great deal of time to ensure a high standard. Iater,
in Malaya, we had a Mess Cpl and then a Mess Sgt. We start-
ed off by having a No.1 boy and Chinese waiters but these
were so unsatisfactory that eventually we recruited Gurkha -
Mess Waiters and got L/Cpl Sarki Tamang, a qualified mess -
waiter, from 2/7 GR, Thereafter there were no more scenes in
the Mess over sockless waiters and dirty thumb-prints on the
bread and butter. We were very adventurous with our food in
those days —~ on one occasion the menu for a Guest Night
started off with - half-a-dozen oysters followed by a
Chateaubriand steak,

Both in Hong Kong and in Malaya, Mess life was the - -
greatest fun. probably because there were so many living-in
officers of all ages. As the rooms were small and frequently
uncomflortable, we tended to congregate on the verandahs.
Much alcohol was consumed there but also, in spite of the
taboo on talking about shop, women or politics (usually-theq
only interests which officers have in common), one could
learn a great deal about the men and the Regiment at the -
same time. Haleyon days, indeed.

Ah well, back to Coronation Street.
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FAMITY GOSSIP

John Getley goes out to the Regiment as 21C in June. Tricia
will stay behind in-Edinburgh for the summer school holi-
days, after which she will leave James and Andrew at
Swanbourne House School and go out with Edward to join
John in time for Dashera. They got a Christmas card from
Ron and Inez Ferdinands. Ron was thrown out of his old
job as Garrison Works Officer, Kluange, when he reached the
age limit of 55, but after three months was re-employed on
a month to month basis in charge of new projects Oéﬁz
million), Young Ronald is still studying in Bournemouth,
living in the YMCA, which his father finds very expensive.

Tan Slater writes to say that he and Anne are settled in in
BAOR which he finds a very odd place in which to serve.
Life is always frantically busy but there is no real
satisfaction at the end of it. Rory is well established
at prep school; he has inherited his mother's love of
books and his talents are definately on the Arts side,
particularly English, French and History. He is also a
keen games player and no mean footballer,

Hank Bowen goes to Chatham as CI of the Tactics School in
liay. He hopes to get a quarter there in March so that he
can move Juliet and the two younger children over in the
school holidays. He hands over 4th UDR on 3/4th May. He
describes looking after a UDR Bn as "quite an experience'.
Their new house in Church Crookham is let to a young
couple in the Ordnance Corps, Clive enjoys his prep
school and is very pleased about the move to Chatham as he
will become a weekly boarder. David Philpott is Hank's
supporting Squadron Commander. He is fairly stretched
with one troop on IS duties and the other two covering
200 miles of border, three infantry battalions, one gunner
regiment in an IS role, one armd car sqn and seven UDR
battalions! He survives.

Robin Jordan moved to Shape in early November leaving Anne

behind in Chattenden until he can get a guarter. However
he does go back for some weekends as the journey via the
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Calais-Dover hovercraft only takes 5 hours.

Harry and Alison Vialou.Clark have moved to Barton Stacey
and are in the process of buying a house at Sutton
Scotney which they hope to move into in February. Harry
finds the job interesting and has been to the States on a
non-stop nine day trips Alison has taken up shooting too
s0 poor Harry now stays at home and baby sits.

John and Veronica Worthington will be Colchester for
another year which suits them very well,

Peter Vhitestone passed his Teachers Certificate Course
last summer but has gone back to 'school' to do a
specilalist course in Geography from which he hopes to
emerge in the summer as a fully degree-qualified school-
master. He, Sally and the three children all had a
summer holiday in Ireland (Kerry, Connemara and Dublin)
and thoroughly recommend it for its lovely, peaceful
countryside and kind, friendly people.

General Bill and Lady Jackson had a splendid time with the
Regiment in October in Hong Kong. General Bill moves to
the RAMC Mess in Millbank in February until he and Lady
Jackson move to 48 Hornton Street, London W8 ANT on st
July. Nigel has left B.P. and has joined the Greenjackets.
He was apparently in the TA and found his weekend
soldiering so much nicer than his job with B.P. that he
decided to beccme a regular,

Malcolm and Josephine Campbell flourish. Joanna is now a

free lance caterer in London. Ian Thomson reports that
her cocktail party goodies are particularly toothsome.
Andrew is now at Sandhurst.

Peter and Julis Harvey are gradually doing up Gibraltar
House; Julia is a dab hand at decorating! Peter does a
lot of shooting near Maidstone at weekends., They have a

.caravan in which the whole family go off for weekends,

Both Peter and Julian like Chatham but Julia says living in
Gibraltar House is like being in a fish tank as it is
surrounded by barrack blocks.
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Michael and Jenny Gaffney are esconced in a quarter at
Longcot near Shrivenham, thankful to be rid of BAOR., They
have not so far bought a house, Mike finds the Staff
College course "sticky going". - Jenny had a daughter,
Annabelle, at the end of December. B E

Richard Marriott expects to change his job within the IBM
hierarchy fairly soon. Also at the same IBM office in
Phillippa Keeling, ex Kluang teenage bombshell,

John Fnglish has left the Army and hopes to go farming in
Cornwall. Both he and Mavis are delighted to be back in
England again.

Gil Roach has bought a house in Haverfordwest, where Joy is
happily installed., Gil goes there for weekends, The house
is smallish, quite old and exactly what they were looking for.

Jumbo_Thomas has landed a very good job at the Joint Services
Sajiling Centre in Gosport.

Major Malcolm Meerendonk's Basic Gurkhali Grammar and
Basic Gurkhali Dictionary were republished in 1971.  The
printers stipulated that if they did not make a profit by the
end of this year they would claim substantial damages from
Donk, Unfortunately Donk has been very ill and is in no
position to pay these production costs.

Although the Bde of Gurkhas took the first 500 copies
and several hundred more have been sold to international
organisations in Nepal and elsewhere, the bulk of the stocks
have yet to be sold. Copies can be obtained from Bailey Bros
& Swinfen Ltd, ‘larren House, Folkestone, at a cost of £2,30
for the Grammar and £1.60 for the dictionary.
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CHANGES OF

ADDRESS

Col (R) L.G.S. Thomas, OBE

"It Col G.G. Roach

Col R.A.S5¢ Rickets 10 Mar-3 Apr

From 8 Apr

Maj A.B.D.E. Abernethy-Clark
Maj (M) (R) F.A.T. Barnes

Lt Col D.H. Bowen, MBE

From Ma:

It Col (R) W.W. Branford

Maj (QM) A. Brown

Maj (R) E. Burridge, RAPC

Mszj Be Cameron

Capt J.W.A. Chapman

Capt Wed. Chesshyre
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293 Albany Road, Cardiff.

Alban House, Portfield Gate,
Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire.

Hunters Moon, Brewers Hill,
Sandgate, Folkestone.

HQ British Sector Berlin,
BFPO 45.

23 Anglesey Close, Andover,
Hants.

98A Massey Road, Manurewa,
Auckland, New Zealand,

4th (Co Fermanagh) Bn UDF,
C/0 TAVR Centre, Enniskilling,
Co Fermanagh, NI,

61 Chattenden Lane, Chattenden,
Rochester, Kent,

Little Eastcotts, Brockley
Green, Sudbury, Suffolk.

21 Engineer Regiment, BFPO A8,

'"Ringwood!, 17 Church St,
Walmer, Kent,

c/o National Westminster Bank,
16 Sandgate Road, Folkestone,
Kent,

32 Field Squadron, RE,
Claro Barracks, Ripon, Yorks.

15 Vineyard St, Winchcombe,
Cheltenham, Glos,
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Capt P.W. Cook

Capt J.AN. Croft

Lt Col J.H. Edwards
Capt A«J« Esslemont
Capt J«G. Forbes

Capt M. Gaffney

Maj L.P.Ks Gatfield
Maj J.Ce Getley

Capt (QM) G.I.J. Hole

Capt P.R. Johnson, BEM

Maj ReL. Jordan
Maj J+E« Kitching

Capt J. Knowles

Maj D.F. Moorcroft, RCT

16 Field Squadron, RE,
BFPO 36.

4 South Bourne Close,
Porton, Salisbury, Wilts.

The Gurkha Engineers,
Hong Kong.

DCRE Works, HQ British L of C,
Dharan, Nepal.

L/, Field Support Squadron RE,
BFPO 31.

66 Bower Green, Longcot,
Faringdon, Berks,

Pennybank, Caklands,
Billinghurst, Sussex.

HQ Lowland Area,
Edinburgh Castle.

Central Engineer Park,
Long Marstons

British Army Training Team,
¢/o British Embassy, BP 8049,
Kingshasha, Republic of Zaire.

Operations Division,
Shape, BFPO 26,

Bowers Farm Close, Pitton,
Salisbury, Wilts.

Army Staff Course No 8,
Roberts Hall, RMGS, Shrivenham,
Swindon, Wilts.

17 The Fairway, Aldwick Bay,
Bognor Regis, Sussex.
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Maj (R) J.D. Orange~Bromhead

Maj D,H. Philpott
Capt W.J, Preiss

Maj D. Quirke

It Col J.R. Radford, ROT

Maj P. Teedman

Capt (@) F. Sewell
Maj I.G. Sla'ter

Maj F. Stevard
¥aj M.H.R. Thomson
Lt A.S. Tuggey

Maj D. Verchoyle

Maj HeE. Vialou-Olark

or

Mortimer House School, Woodham
Mortimer, Maldon; Hesex,

36 Engineer Repiment,
Invieta Park, Maidstone, Kent.

Ordnance Survey, Romsey Road,
Maybush, Southampton,'009 4 DH,

Engincer Branc
BEFO: 40,

HQ BAOR,

Blrkln, Fox “oud Lane,
Lymlngton, ﬁants.

AgmyfﬂpPreﬁilce.cpllggg’
Chepstow, Mon.

65 Corps Support nquadron,;- iy

‘EFFO 37,

25 Tnginser Regluent,

28 Amphibioug Engineer Regiment,
Hameln, EFPO'31.

HQ RE HQ 1 (BR) Oorps, BFZQ 39,

HG 29 Tngineer Br
Fenham Barracks,
-Reweastle—upan—Tyﬂea

Enizade (v,

Mill House, Fairford,

Gloncestershire,

MOD I of E (1),

Northunberland House, SHW1
57 Clareville-gtieet, Sh7 54X,

62 CRE (Constr), Barten Stacey,

Winchester, Hants,

HQ 12 Engineer Brigade, Barton
Stacey, Winchester, Hants.
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