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It is hoped that the new March 1984 Edition of the Rules

of the Association will accompany this Newsletter.

These

include the Amendments proposed in the March 1983 Newsletter
and ratified at the 1983 AGM. The proposed changes to
Associate Membership which were discussed at the AGM are not

eligible for inclusion in this Edition
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EDITORIAL

A1l our thanks are due to the Commandant, Mike Gaffney, for
the time he has spent in personally selecting and editing the
Regiment's contributions, in addition to writing his own
Newsletter; it has made for a most interesting issue.

Alas - not one letter of family news.

My secretary, Mrs. Lee Paprocki, has expressed her enjoyment
in preparing this edition - I am most grateful for her help.




1.

SECRETARY'S NOTICES

APPOINTMENTS
(1) Secretary Lieutenant Colonel Philip Cook has kindly

(2)

agreed to return to the Committee to don the mantle
of Secretary when Major Peter Druitt departs for
Belize. The date for this change is 1 March 1984.

QGELO Major Andrew Tuggey will be taking on this
appointment at the end of February when Major Robin
Lavies departs to take over as OC 68 Sqn.

FUTURE EVENTS

a-l

QGEA Dinner - Minley Manor

(1) The QGEA Dinner will be held at Minley Manor on
Friday 11th May 1984 at 7.30 p.m. for 8.00 p.m.
Dress will be Black Tie. The Pipes and Drums
will not be in UK this year.

(2) There will be a choice of either a cold buffet
or curry. The cost which will be subsidised
from QGEA funds is being held at last year's
figure of £7.50 per head, including pre-dinner
drinks and wine.

(3) Attendance must be limited to 70; to avoid
disappointment please complete the enclosed
slip and forward it, with a cheque payable to
the QGEA, as soon as possible.

(4) Lieutenant Colonel Jim Stuart has kindly agreed
to look after the 'local" arrangements for the
party. Any requests for accommodation should
be made direct to him.

(5) Please note that this year the Minley party is
NOT the same weekend as the GBA Reunion at RMAS.
The date of the GBA function was changed after
we had confirmed our booking for Minley.

GBA Reunion at RMAS

(1) This will take place the weekend before the
Minley Dinner - Saturday 5th May 1984.

(2) Details can be obtained from the new SO 1 LOBG,
Lieutenant Colonel Evan Powell-Jones OBE.

Shooting Team Party

If the Regimental team wins a trip to Bisley in early
July, an informal party will be held. The arrange-
ments will be coordinated by the QGELO, Major Andrew

Tuggey.



d. QGEA Dashera Party/QGEA AGM

These will be held on the Saturday after Kalratri.
The experiment of holding the Association AGM
before this party was a success and will be re-
peated this year.

At the time of going to print, the dates of the
Dashera festival were not known.

e. Gurkha Brigade Dinner

The date is Friday 9th November 1984, but the cost
and venue are not yet known; consideration is being
given to transferring this event from London to
Church Crookham.

GURKHA PLATE (See Item 7 of Minutes of AGM)

Coalport (a division of Josiah Wedgwood & Sons) have been
provided with our latest List of Members. If any member
has not received details of this limited edition plate
and wishes to do so, the address 1is:-

Coalport

King Street
STOKE ON TRENT
ST4 3DQ

The cost is £19.65 per plate inclusive of post, packing
etc.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Please use the enclosed slip to notify the Secretary of
your correct address if this Newsletter has had to be
forwarded to you.



HONOURS AND AWARDS 1983

The following honours and awards were received during 1983
by members and ex-members of QGE:-

GCB

Gen Sir George Cooper KCB MC ADC Gen

OBE

Col J. Speight
MBE

Maj J G Baker RE

CBF's Commendation

SSGT Judbahadur
SSGT Kulbahadur

CPT D J Hopgood RE
SPR Prembahadur

CBF's Testimonial

Mrs Devikumari

Gurung (Clerk of Works (C))
Tamang (Tp Ssgt)

(Ftr)
Bura (GD Spr)

Bista School Teacher

Mrs Bista has worked as a teacher in Gurkha Children's School
for the past 26 years and is due to retire in 1984. For the past
13 years she has worked with QGE.



QGE ORGANIZATION 1983

Mentioned in the last Newsletter was a reorganization of
the Regiment in Hong Kong to carry out its peacetime role.
On the operational side, although a great deal of work is
being done on details, the deployment remains unchanged i.e.,
we provide RHQ, 2 fd sqns and a sp sqn. The aim of reorganiz-
ing was not simply to increase our peacetime efficiency but
also to improve job satisfaction for squadron (and troop)
commanders and reduce turbulence at troop and section level.
The outline diagram below and the explanatory notes give some
idea of the set up since 1 Apr 83 - of interest perhaps to
those with recent service in Hong Kong.
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Notes:

(1) The 2IC is, in effect, SO2 RE and is not involved in the
detail of training. He remains, however, the overall
coordinator of the Regiment's programme.

(2) Trg Offr is Territory Search Advisor.

(3) 0C67 Sqn is responsible for operational support to Gurkha
Field Force and all aspects of Limited War. In practice
also he acts as the 'Brigade Sqn OC' on day to day dealings
with Fd Force.

(4) Boat Tp is now under command 67 Sqn and includes all the
support to the Boat Club. For operations the TP reforms
into C Tp and the Boat Sect continues to operate separately.

(5) 0C68 Sqn has the main IS and Search 'hat' and provides the
back up to Trg Wing.

(6) The training cycle for major courses (e.g. Cbt Engr Bl,
Sect Comds etc.), has been stretched to 18 months so that
major courses do not overlap. This has reduced the peak
numbers of soldiers in training by half and, equally
important, has reduced the peak instructor load similarly.
Instructors are now posted to Trg Tp for 18 months to see
through a complete training cycle. The effects of both
these actions has been to considerably increase the average
available numbers in the remaining (4) fd tps and to re-
duce the turbulence caused by constant changes of men and
NCOs in sections. Trg Tp reforms into F tp for operations.

(7) MT, which had been centralized already under the Regt 2IC,
is now commanded by 0OC70 Sgn with his 2IC double-hatted as
MTO. After a year's operation it is now planned that,
although we will retain many of the features of centralization,
for operational reasons most of the radio vehicles (now
fitted with Clansman at last!) will revert to fd sqn control.



COMMANDANT 's NEWSLETTER

The second half of 1983 started in a rush and the pace, if
anything, increased towards the end of the year. The weather,
as usual, made its presence felt, and the other main themes were;
operations, training, overseas exercises and visitors - not
necessarily in that order of priority! In the background the
Perowne rebuild programme proceeded apace and the Hong Kong
Dollar fell.

At the beginning of July I was still in England visiting
madly. I returned with Brigadier F G Barton, the Director of
Engineer Services who was touring the Far East for two weeks.
After a brief stop in Hong Kong he went off to Nepal to visit
the MES (Works) set-up in Dharan and Pokhara. He had no sooner
returned than he was on his way to Brunei to visit the MES
contingent there. Mindful of my Commander Engineers 'hat' I
accompanied him and had a very useful few days getting to know
the surprisingly large number of Sapper warrant officers and
officers in Seria, Berakas and Tutong working for both the
British Army and for the Royal Brunei Malay Regiment.

Meanwhile John White, with B Troop (67 Squadron), went off
to Fiji with 1/2 GR (4 Jul - 8 Aug) on Exercise COCONUT GROVE.
We had originally seized the opportunity to put a troop on this
exercise with the excuse of extending the ablutions at the
exercise base camp. However, Guy Kershaw's recce took place just
after Cyclone OSCAR had left much of Fiji in a rather battered
state and he found there was plenty of engineer work to be done.
An enquiry from Mrs Thatcher who had been speaking toc the Prime
Minister of Fiji was all that was needed to convince both HQBF
and ourselves that QGE participation was essential. Both B Troop
and E Troop, commanded by Andrew Mills ( who accompanied the Scots
Guard 8 Aug - 17 Sep) had marvellously worthwhile and enjoyable
exercises down there as you will gather from Andrew's letter to
his 0C. I was lucky enough to manage a trip down to see E Troop
in September and flew back with them on the VC 10.

Meanwhile back in Hong Kong.......... Retraining was run
on a Regimental basis in 1983 and proved to be a busy and inter-
esting time. Some twelve weeks were set aside; the first half
was coordinated by Colin Peebles and 67 Squadron and concentrated
on infantry skills and IS; the second half, combat engineering,
was run by Andrew Tuggey. The intention had been to get every-
one working really hard and I believe we succeeded. During the
combat engineer phase, for instance, each troop built and
stripped MGB at least a dozen times by day and night during their
bridging week. The Gurkha Major became quite concerned over the
muscles and blisters appearing on his Maruni party.

The weather, as if to make up for awful rain of the "dry!
season, was remarkably benign during most of this time. However,
right at the end of retraining we had a reminder of what a typhoon
could do. ELLEN came racing in on the night of 8/9 September and
lashed Hong Kong for twelve hours with winds over 100 mph. Her
arrival coincided with a high tide and considerable damage resulted.
We lost one Enterprise dinghy which was never seen again and two



others were written off by flying debris. Our junk, Ubique,
although tucked away in the Castle Peak typhoon shelter, was
damaged beyond repair. -(The Navy now want to use her as a
target for her final voyage). One of the Combat Support Boats
also lost its entire superstructure in the typhoon shelter.
Trees were the next worst affected and the whole look of
Perowne Barracks was changed due to the loss of many trees and
individual branches. We deployed troops -to help in various
parts of the Territory and were kept busy for most of the weekend
on minor clearance operations. We had some further stand-bys
right up to Dashera time but it was tame stuff after ELLEN.

Dashera took place 13 - 16 October and was run on a squadron
basis. Next year of course, it will take place in our splendid
new Gymnasium but, this year the GM and I felt that we ought to
allow the Squadrons to have their heads. We put strict controls
on cost (and therefore numbers of guests) and time (Kalratri
finished by 0100 hours!) There was even a strict hukum that
marunis should not look too convincingly female - in accordance
with current Brigade policy; however, I am not sure we affected
things much. The result was a fun evening with people moving
between the three squadron locations within Perowne. The
Secretary for Security was our chief guest and gave every appear-
ance of having enjoyed himself. The next morning, at Mar, no
less than 5 goats were dispatched successfully thus ensuring a
trouble free year ahead.

Immediately after Dashera John Shanahan with D Troop and
the Diving Team went off on Exercise TARHO SATHI to Papua New
Guinea (PNG) with 1/7 GR (23 Oct - 30 Nov). Again we had
managed an engineer recce (by Andrew Tuggey) for this and the
troop operated with the PNGDF Engineers throughout the exercise.
It was marvellous experience for John, Birbahadur Saheb and their
troop and much useful work was achieved; the diving team
(joined for the last two weeks by Peter Gilbert, the Diving
Officer) were also highly successful. A separate article else-
where in this Newsletter will give you a good idea of what they
did.

The exercise to PNG is known as TARHO SATHI and the reci-
procal is the visit, using the same aircraft, of PNG troops to
Hong Kong. In exchange for E Troop we received Lt 'Joe' Joekari
and 14 PNG Sappers. They effectively became a troop of 68
Squadron during their stay and took part in a wide range of
activities and projects.

The usual, and not so usual, round of minor projects continued
throughout the period. Usual, but interesting, was the construc-
tion, by B Troop, of a mortar ammunition storage hut at Castle
Peak Ranges. Last minute design changes meant that the project
was completed against the clock to meet the deadline of the start
of the annual Mortar Concentration. Expedients such as shift
working and greater cement content in the concrete to cut curing
time were used freely.



Most unusual was the call to help rescue the stranded
Lufthansa 747 which was partially blocking the runway at Kai Tak.
From 21 - 25 October we had a different troop each night with
jacks and trackway expedients helping to move the aircraft.

Joint Services PR Staff excelled themselves and the report in
the South China Morning Post made it sound as if Chris Kemp
was in sole charge of the operation! Not a few Civil Aviation
Authority noses were out of joint as a result.

Another bizarre but more sad task was the call on a Saturday
evening to bury a horse at Beas River. Fortunately, that Sunday
morning we were deploying regimentally and a Light Wheeled
Tractor was diverted in the early hours to dig a horse-sized pit.
To the amazement of the tractor operator the horse was then
buried complete with all its trophies and medals.

November was really very busy. We had our annual inspec-
tion, the Colonel of the Regiment visited during Brigade Week
and we hosted General Sir William and Lady Jackson on a brief
private visit. The Jacksons arrived with a tour group on
Friday 11 November; they had hoped this would be a discreet and
quiet affair but we met them at Kai Tak and took them to the
Peninsula (where they were staying) by borrowed Rolls. A piper
(with the General's banner) was waiting on the steps with the
GM to meet us. The plan was that he should play a few bars
of greeting on the steps and then fall out. However, to the
horror of the General and myself, the doors were thrown open and
the piper, in full cry, preceded us through the main Peninsula
Lobby. The scene can be imagined; all activity in the place
stopped, tea dripped from overturned cups and all eyes were on
our little group as we tried to slip unnoticed to the Reception
Desk! Fortunately, when we had recovered our collective nerve,
we saw the funny side. The rest of their visit to us went to
plan. On the Saturday we had a very successful day at the races
at Shatin; the box was filled with representatives of all ranks
of the Sappers in Hong Kong. Finally on the Sunday, after a
Regimental Remembrance Parade at Perowne, we had a 'ban bhat'
with the families on top of the dam at Tai Lam. Our guests
had a chance to meet nearly everyone in the Regiment, the
weather was fine and the setting superb - it was altogether a
most enjoyable day.

The Annual Inspection was on Monday 21 November and was
carried out by Colonel Miles Hunt-Davis, the new Deputy Commander
of the Gurkha Field Force, who had taken over from John Edwards
in September. Again the weather was fine which was fortunate
since the inspection programme depended heavily on the flying
and boating programme.

Brigade Week started next day and General Sir George Cooper,
visiting Hong Kong in his capacity as Adjutant General, arrived
with us on Friday 25 November. Again the weather was kind - and
again, this was fortunate since the first 'Serial' of the visit
was an RV with a minesweeper off Gordon Hard and a transfer to
shore by Rigid Raider!
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The General's visit was throughly mixed up with Brigade
events. On the Friday evening he took the salute at an impeccable
Beating Retreat (with our own Drum Major the senior on parade)
followed by an equally smart cocktail party. . On the Saturday we
went racing (again) with the Brigade of Gurkhas at Shatin and in
the evening we had a most enjoyable black tie Ladies Night at
Perowne. The General was then allowed his day of rest on Sunday
before he went on to Pakistan for a strenuous visit there. Next
year we hope he will have more time and a greater chance to
relax with the Regiment.

Our major effort in December was to have been a Regimental
Exercise. However, in the event this was trimmed down to a
deployment exercise only and we then went on the ranges. We
also completed the Sapper Bowl Competition. The highlights
were the Shooting, the March and Shoot and the Drill. The full
details of the competition appear elsewhere but A Troop (Mark
Foden and Haribahadur) were unstoppable and worthy winners.

We are now recovering from Christmas. The weather (dare I
mention it again) was remarkably cool but we are entering the
New Year in fine sunny and warm conditions which are entirely
suitable for nursing the hangovers much in evidence after the
British Officers' Mess New Years Eve Party shared, as usual
with 2 GR.

According to the original scheme it would have been difficult
to hold the Party in our Mess which should have been partially
demolished. However, the programme has slipped and the plan to
take over the New British Sergeants' Mess on Gordon Hard football
pitch was shelved. The Sergeants opened their new Mess on 27
September, ending their long sentence in the hut on Gordon Hard.

We will now share the newly rebuilt QGOs' Mess with the
Gurkha Officers from April this year for about twelve months.
Some British Officers will live in the present Mess accommodation,
six will share two of the new flats in the new quarters and we
still have five rooms in the QGOs' Mess and a further four in
the British Sergeants' Mess to call on if necessary. For the
first time in years we will have enough rooms; important at the
moment when we have up to a dozen bachelors 1living in permanently.

With the opening of the new British Sergeants' Mess we took
the opportunity of bringing more of the Royal Engineers' Seniors
in Hong Kong under our wing. The Mess now includes the MES
Warrant Officers and others and is a powerful organization of
nearly thirty full members, including half a dozen WOls. We
had to resort to a novel solution to take account of the rank
imbalance and, although the senior MES Warrant Officer is the
Honorary President, the effective President is still our own RQMS.
The system seems to be working well with few teething troubles.

As an added bonus for our long neglected Brits we managed,
through a complicated deal with the RAF, to obtain quarters for
the Seniors at Castle Peak. When the Majors move out of Kwok
Hing Villas the RAF planned to take them on as airmen's (!)
quarters. We have now arranged that the RAF occupy six Army
quarters in Sek Kong and our Seniors live at Castle Peak. All,
except the Majors, who are going from houses to flats, are happy.



The prospect for 1984 looks very good. We have a major
bridge and road project on Lantau which will take us into 1985
and for which we have managed to obtain additional plant and
support. We have the usual Brunei exercise (67 Squadron) and
we are sending troops and diving team again to Fiji and Papua
New Guinea. With 69 Squadron flying the flag in Kenya, Canada
Cyprus and the Falklands we are truly living up to our 'Ubique’
motto.

11
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The map and the notes below give some idea of the scope of
the rebuilding at Perowne which will have cost something in the
order of £12 million by the time it is all complete in 1985.
'0ld Hands' would still recognise the original camp but be
astounded by what has been achieved north of the Tuen Mun
Highway. We have been very well served by the Hong Kong
Government; they and my predecessors, who planned it, and
Bill Kray, who has seen most of it through, deserve the
Regiment's thanks. Bill goes on retirement in February 1984 and
Mike Hodson will be extended with us for a year to take over as
PLC.

The following are complete:-

QGOs' Quarters

QGOs' Mess Rebuild

Extension to the Accommodation Block

Rebuild of the Cookhouse and JRC

Miniature Range

Conversion of GOR Married Quarters (Separate project)

Gurkha Sergeants' Mess

67 Sqn Office and Accommodation Block

New British Officers' Quarters (11 and the Commandant's
House)

British Sergeants' Mess

NT Area extension

Helipad
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The following are on the point of completion:-

Gymnasium Complex including basketball, volleyball

and tennis courts.
Band Practice Room
2 New Football Pitches (usable in 1985)
New Dhobi Ghat/Contractor's Complex

The remaining major works are:-

Rebuild of the British Officers' Mess
( by April 1985)
Trade Training Wing (on the Cafeteria Site)

(by December 1984)
Rebuild of the Families Hospital (1985)

Squash Court (1985)
Still under discussion are:-

A Swimming Pool alongside the Gymnasium
A 100m 'no danger' Range

Life will soon approach some sort of normality in most of
the camp area soon and when the grass grows this year it should
start to look most attractive.
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69 GURKHA INDEP FD SQN NEWSLETTER

Last year at this time, the Squadron was just back from
6 months in the Falklands. Now we are just back from our travels
again after a 6 month emergency tour in Belize; or at least two
thirds of us are. The remaining third, I Troop, have rushed off
to Kenya to escape an English winter.

The year began with the Squadron scattered on its 4 weeks
post Falklands leave. A handful went back home to Nepal but the
majority made the traditional pilgrimage to Scotland, some to
stay at the Castle in Edinburgh but a considerable number took
to the ski slopes and were extremely well looked after by the
Joint Services Ski School who very kindly made special arrange-
ments for us. All returned, suitably refreshed, to start a
period of combat engineer training in and around the Chatham area.

Course Support to the RSME also came our way during this
period as the normal course support squadron was in the Falklands.
This was a commitment that went on throughout the Spring and
early summer almost to the point when we were packing up to go to
Belize. Numbers required for this fluctuated wildly from day to
day and in some ways it was a frustrating period although much
benefit was gained by the young sappers who often had to make up
numbers in YO Troops or for Sect Comds and Fd Sgts courses.
Throughout this period too the shooting team was hard at work
determined to get to Bisley and better the previous year's
result. Preparation began early in the year as few of the
previous team's shooters remained and new blood had to be
identified. Initial results at the Corps shoot were disappointing
but gradually under the patient guidance of our REME Artificer
WO2 Lane and the SSM, WO2 Mehersing Gurung, standards improved
and at SEDSAM we qualified for Bisley coming 1lst in the Minor
Units. Even so, we were dubious about our changes at Bisley but
those fears proved unfounded. The team did very well, eventually
achieving second place in the Minor Units Championships. All
our hopes were with LCpl Pahalsing Thapa who was making his last
attempt to win the Queen's Medal but sadly this was not to be.
Overall it was a very creditable performance and we will definitely
be competing again in the coming year.

Manwhile, back at Chatham, preparations were in hand to move
to Belize, as well as almost having to send teams off to crew Green
Goddess fire engines but that failed to materialise. The Squadron
had been earmarked for a 6 month emergency tour in Central America
but could only go out at a strength of 140 all ranks; I Troop drew
the short straw and was to remain in UK. The beginning of June
also saw us preparing for our first ARU since the Squadron became
operational. Brigadier Hume, our Brigade Commander, was the
Inspecting Officer on the day and the programme included a parade
followed by troop combat engineer tasks and BFT. All went well
in the end much to our relief. The rest of June was spent
preparing for Belize and, in the case of H Troop under Tony Harking,
preparing for a 2 Bde FTX on Stamford PTA. Jungle boots and
tropical DPM began arriving at Kitchener Barracks and much fun was
had trying to squeeze Gurkha feet into US pattern boots that always
seemed too narrow. We never did resolve this problem completely

and as a result we got an issue of the new combat boots as well;
not ideal but better than nothing.
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The Colonel of the Regiment came to see us shortly before the
advance party left for Brize Norton and there was just time after
he had departed to change into civilian clothes,say fond farewells
and rush for the coaches. We left Brize Norton by VC10O early on
the 28th of June and arrived 14 hours later in Belize. The next
week was spent taking over all the Sapper assets in that theatre
from 9 Parachute Squadron before the main body arrived a week
later. By the 9th of July all had arrived safely and we set
about the task of proving, for the second time, that the Gurkha
Sapper could do all that his British counterpart had done, and in
some cases could do it better.

Perhaps a word or two on Belize would help those who have missed
the opportunity of serving there. The country is on the Caribbean
coast of Central America just south of Mexico with Guatemala to the
west and south, and Honduras also creeping in to the south east
corner. It is poor, primitive and very hot and humid. Much of
the coastline is covered in swamp and is very low lying. Inland
there is jungle and a range of hills running east/west bisects
the country. Most of the Garrison is clustered round the airfield
at Airport Camp just outside Belize City. Elsewhere there are
Company Camps at Holdfast in the north and Ridea and Salamanca in
the south. Internal communications are poor particularly north/
south and much use is made of helicopters, local fixed wing air-
craft and RPLs to move from place to place.

The Squadron was split between Airport Camp where SHQ, G
Troop and Sp Troop were based and Rideau where H Troop under
Tony Harking maintained a semi independent existence. Tony was
most reluctant to come to Belize, initially prefering the delights
offered by Woolwich Hospital where he was recovering from a burn
sustained when a Schermulli flare took a dislike to him on the
2 Bde exercise.

July saw us getting acclimatised to the heat, and to Belizean
customs. Much had to be sorted out and great efforts were made
to tidy up those areas for which we were responsible and start
repairing/replacing much of the equipment that was very old and
generally worn out. Our fitters rapidly came into their own, and
indeed were to be heavily worked for the whole of the tour.
Projects too were started and the first of what was to be
thousands of tons of concrete was poured, to start with providing
bases on which to store ammunition to prevent it sinking into
the mud.

We had just time to settle in and were almost acclimatised by
the time the Force Exercise started in August. For the first few
days we guarded our sector of Airport Camp, patrolling and manning
OPs while fighting off swarms of mosquitoes. Eventually the enemy
too appeared and in our opinion were soundly beaten. By this stage
most of the activity had switched to the south of Belize and we
were moved there as an adhoc infantry company,; the command element
of which went ahead by PUMA while the main body steamed south on
the guardship. Their journey was relatively smooth, ours in the
Puma more exciting as we avoided marauding Harriers and then were
destroyed by over zealous Paras when we came into land. At least
being umpired out for a few hours gave us time to recover from the
flight. Two further days were then spent not knowing much about
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the course of the war but responding with great enthusiasm if not
quite so much skill when called into action. The friendly forces
were finally victorious and we were treated to a 12 hour drive
back to Airport Camp in 4 tonners.

From then on 1life settled into a routine of early morning
PT and project work. The former has not proved over popular but
has worked wonders at reducing waistlines and the majority of BFT
timings have dropped dramatically. A lot of hard work has gone
into the many construction tasks carried out. It 1s not possible
to list them all but virtually every border OP has been refurbished,
all the ammunition storage compounds have been upgraded and greatly
improved, isolated outposts have seen new Or refurbished accommo-
dation provided and the Mark IV DTL has to be seen to be believed.

One major project dominated the tour, involving concreting

the base of one of two Harrier hides. This, with its associated
preparatory work took 2] months to complete and involved the laying
of nearly 1000 cubic yards of concrete. This was a back-breaking
task in the Belizean climate but it was finished ahead of schedule
and all seemed delighted with the end product. Most of the work
was organised by 2 Gurkha Staff Sergeants, Judbahadur Gurung our
Clerk of Works, and Kulbahadur Tamang and they both did very well
on this project, so well that we were invited to make a start on
the second hide before we left, and handed over to 51 Fd Sqn.

While the Belize tour was hard work, there was a play element
as well. Everyone got their 2 weeks R & R and most made the grand
tour to Mexico City, Acapulco and Can Cun. Others ventured slightly
farther afield to Miami and saw the delights of Disney World. Sport
too was possible at times, the Squadron winning the inter unit
Sports Competition, Squash Competition and Swimming Gala in
Airport Camp, and H Troop greatly offending 2 PARA by coming 1Ist in
their Orienteering Competition.

Everybody gained a great deal of useful experience from the
Belize tour, and again it was pleasing to see the Gurkha Sapper
proving his value and overcoming that initial atmosphere of
scepticism and slight suspicion that tends to greet an incoming
Gurkha unit.

It would not be right to ignore I Troop's achievement while
the rest of the Squadron were in Belize. After providing support
for the Dover Tattoo and the UKLF Mortar Concentration,their
major task was to continue Project Chalmers, as an ongoing con-
struction task for the SAS. This they worked on from August to
November and completed their phase on time which reflects highly
on Mike Law, Milan Saheb and SSgt Dilkumar Limbu, or perhaps goes
to prove that Squadron Commanders only get in the way! I Troop
have now got their just reward and are currently sunning them-
selves in Kenya where they have gone to reinforce 9 Para Sqn
for four months, returning in April.
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The year ahead is full of variety, and much travel. I Troop
come back from Kenya in April and G Troop depart for Canada in
June, spending about 4 weeks there providing support for 1 DERR
during their training. The whole Squadron 1is going to Cyprus in
Jul/Aug for 4 weeks and in the intervening periods we will be
catching up on our combat engineer skills, providing the Sapper
support to the Aldershot Army Display and British Army Equipment
Exhibitions, and having a longish spell at the Royal Engineer
Training Camp at Wyke Regis.

There have been many changes in personnel over the past year.
On the Gurkha side, Sunar Saheb left us to become Gurkha Major
and Kharkajang Saheb arrived in his place; Lokbahadur Saheb handed
over as MTO to Manbahadur Saheb and Surjabahadur Saheb was replaced
by Kumarsing Saheb. WO2 Mehersing arrived as SSM and acting
unpaid PTI for SHQ. Of the British element, Philip Poole handed
over as 2IC to David Bill before going to 32 Armd Engr Regt in
Germany. John Charlesworth too headed in that direction but got
married to Debbie on the way. John was replaced by David
Caulfield. Robin Edwards arrived as well to take over Support
Troop, and Mike Law has handed I Troop over to Andrew Mills in
time for him to take it to Kenya.

Sadly I too will have left by the time this has been printed,
having handed over to James Anderson in early February. For me
it has been a fascinating 2 years, at times frustrating, never
dull and on balance very rewarding. I will look back with many
happy memories, one or two sad ones but perhaps above all, a
feeling of having been privileged to command some very fine men.
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ARRIVALS/DEPARTURES 1983

ARRIVALS Wi APPT DIPARTURE NE§ ATPT
4 Jan Capt N C Kemp RE 2IC 6B Sqn 11 Jan Lt M Peart RE Depot Regt RE
Me) A J Staw 0C MiS Nepal
18 Jan Capt D R Bill RE 69 Sqn
25 Jan Lt Col M Gaffney RE Comdt (GE
Ma) G C Kershaw 0C 70 Sqn i1 Feb Lt Col P J Vorthington RE  MOD (DIS)
Maj M D Reynolds RE RSME
15 Feb Ma) C McF Peebles 0C 67 Sqn 8 Feb HMaj J A Ris RE RARDE
15 Mar 2Lt(SSLC) R G G Pinder RE SSLC Att 15 Feb Lt R J Fdwarde RE 69 sqn
19 Apr  Capt W I McNeill RAPC Por 19 Mar Maj A J Stow RE MES Nepal
26 Apr Naj M R Evans RAI'C APDO HQ Scottland
3 Nay 2Lt D A Caulfield Tp Comd 67 Sqn
14 Jun Capt I M Cams RE 65 Corps Sp Sqn
7 Jun  Capt G D Phillips 21C 67 sqn
21 Jun Capt N D Goodall RE 35 Engr Regt
14 Jun  Capt A WH H Mac Leod Adjt
5 Jul  0/cdt T J M Curtis Summer Att
C G Kuhle Summer Att
2 Aug Capt I D VWiright RE 2IC 70 Sgn 9 Aug Capt G J Whitty HQ HI
0/cdat C G Kuhle RTU
9 avg Lt M W Foden RE Tp Comd 67 Sgn | 16 Aug  Capt G J ¥ Price 19 1 (BR) Corps
Lt M A Belk RE Swimer Att 2Lt D A Caulfield RE 69 Sgn
Lt C M Cockerill RRE Summer Att 0/cdt T J M Curtis RE RTU
MaJ ¥ G le G Bridges 0C HMES HK
23 Aug Maj G C Sedman HE RSHE
16 Aug 2Lt J W Shanahan RE Tp Comd 58 Sqn
0/cdt L P Viettern RS Summer Att
23 Aug 2Lt A W Rich RE Summer Att 6 Sep 2Lt A W Rich
Lt M A Belk RE RTU
Lt C M Cockerill RE
13 Sep 2Lt(SSLC) R G G Pinder RE RTU
0/cdt I P VWettern RE
20 Sep Maj J N B Stuart R3 11Q 11 Engr Gp
Capt J J Hignett Rb 3 Trg Regt RE
10 Oct Capt WD J Gibson RE Res Tp Comd 7C | 18 Oct MaJ(Q;.T) B B Gallagher HQ Lngr Res
70 8qn
1 Nov  Capt D W Durrant RE 10 29 Nov Lt A N Mills RE 69 Sqn
10 Nov  L#(qQG0) Chitrgbahadur Thapa Tp QGO 68 Sqn
(comnissioned on {1 Jul 83)
11 Nov  lirs N C Hall WRVS
15 Nov Lt S J Tucker RE Tp Comd 68 Sgn
8 Dec Capt((GO) Sambahadur Rana Retirement
29 Dec Lt M A Freeman R Tp Comd 67 3qn
Lt 5 J Evane Tp Comd 67 Uqn
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Month Serial Events
(a) (b) (c)
1. 68 Gurkha Fd Sqn (132 all ranks including attachments from 67
Gurkha Fd Sgn and 70 Sp Sgn) deployed on Ex PALM FRON 27 to
J Brunei from 13 Jan - 17 Feb. The exercise consisted of two
A phases 13 Jan - 2 Feb jungle warfare training, 3-17 Feb engineer
N and adventurous training.
U
A 2. QGE participated in ex CROSSED KUKRIS 3-7 Jan, a Gurkha Fd Force
R level FTX.
Y
3. The new Comdt, Lt Col M Gaffney arrived from UK on 25 Jan.
4. QGE entered one team of four men in Ex TRAILWALKER 14-19 Jan,
a race arcund the MacLehose Trail.
5. Lt Col P J Worthington, on 1 Feb, and Maj QGO) Ichhabahadur Rai
BEM, on 10 Feb, left QGE.
¥
E 6. The board of officers convened to take over the new 67 Gurkha Fd
B Sqgqn Dblock on 8 Feb. The sqgn move into its new accommodation
R was complete for the official opening by Comd Gurkha Fd Force
8) Brig R M Llewellyn OBE on 31 Mar.
A
R 7. Maj {(QGO) Sunar Gurung MVO BEM arrived from UK on 15 Feb.
Y
8. Lt Col M Gaffney accompanied by GM Maj(QGO) Sunar Gurung MVO BEM
left for Nepal on 28 Feb on RDT.
9. QGE participated in Ex STEADFAST, 9-11 Mar, a Colony IS
deployment and CP exercise.
M 10. OC 70 Sp Sgn carried out a recce for ex COCONUT GROVE,
A 22-31 Mar, in Fiji.
R
C 11. With effect from 14 Mar, Boat Tp came under command of 67
H Gurkha Fd Sqgn.
12. The pass off parade for the 83 Junior Leaders' Cadre was held on
25 Mar.
M 13. The DCBF Hong Kong, Brig R J Hodges OBE visited QGE on 4 May.
A
b'e 14. 36 Trg Party Pass Off and Farewell to Bowring Camp parade was
held on 27 May.
J 15. Capt J J Hignett PFiji recce 7-16 Jun.
U
N l6. Comdt to UK on temp duty 21 Jun - 4 Jul.
E
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(2) (b) (c)
17. [B Tp 67 Gurkha Fd Sgn supported A Coy 1/2 GR on Ex COCONUT
GROVE 1/83, 3 Jul - 8 Aug, in Fiji
J 18. |The Gurkha Fd Force search training concentration was held
U at Perowne Barracks 12-16 Jul.
L
Y 19. |Brig F G Barton, Director of Engineer Services (Army)
visited QGE on 5, 6 and 18 Jul.
20 Comd to Brunei 12-17 Jul.
S 21. |E Tp 68 Gurkha Fd Sgn supported C Coy 1 SG on Ex COCONUT GROVE
U 2/83, 8 Aug - 17 Sep, in Fiji.
G
U 22. |A Regimental amphibious deployment exercise in conjunction with
S the RN, Ex COOPERS FOLLY, was conducted on 24 Aug.
T
S
B 23 A team from REDE conducted the annual diving team inspection
P during 6-13 Sep.
T
E 24, | The Regimental Birthday was celebrated on 28 Sep.
M
B
E
R
0]
c 25. | D Tp 68 Gurkha Fd Sgn participated in Ex TAHRO SATHI 83,
7 22 Oct - 30 Nov in Papua New Guinea.
0]
B 26. | OIC REMRO Col P E Morrison MBE visited QGE during
25-31 Oct.
E
R
27. | The Kluang Club was officially opened by the Deputy Comd
Gurkha Fd Force, Col M G Hunt Davis MBE, on L Oct.
28. | Gen Sir William Jackson, a past Col of the Regt, and Lady
Jackson visited QGE during 11-14 Nov.
N
o 29. | The UBR Inspection was conducted on 21 Nov. The following
v activities were inspected.
E
M a. 67 San - MGB build.
B
B b. 68 Sagn ~ Construction of a brigade Water Point.
R
c. 70 Sp Sgn - BFT.
d. RHO/QM dept - Fd Kitchen
30. | The Col of the Regt, Gen Sir George Cooper KCB MC ADC

Gen visited the Regt during 25-27 Nov.
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(a) (b) (c)
31. The Sapper Bowl competition was held in Dec with A Tp
emerging as winners, the events were:
a. March and Shoot - 5 Dec.
D
E b. Shooting - 7 Dec.
C
E Cw Orienteering - 19 Dec.
M
B e. Drill and prize giving ceremony - 23 Dec.
E
R 32. QOGE conducted a practice muster, deployment and activation
of Perowne LDA, for an IS situation during ex CHRISTMAS
CAPERS, 11-12 Dec.
33. 37 Trg Party (30 Recruits) joined QGE Vn 19 Dec.
34. QGE provided a Hicon/Player team as engineer support to

ex EASTERN PROMISE, a COLPOLMIL IS CPX, on 22 Dec.
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SAPPER BOWL COMPETITION 1983 - RESULTS

Tr March & Shoot Shooting Orienteering Drill Total Final Positi
©ops Points Points Points Points Points s I
A 5 3 5 5 18 1st
B 3 5 2 3 13 2nd
D 2 4 3 4 13 3rd
E 4 1 4 2 11 4th
MT 1 2 1 1 5 5th

RHQ Tp, Boat Tp, Trg Tp and 70 Sgn competed in certain competition only.




OFFICERS AND WARRANT OFFICERS
SERVING WITH THE REGIMENT AS AT 1 JAN 84

RHQ
Comdt Lt Col M Gaffney RE
2IC Maj A S Tuggey RE

Maj D R Humphrey RE (Des 17 Jan 84)
Ad3t Capt A W H H Mac Leod RE
I0 Capt P W Durrant RE
Trg Offr Capt P J Gilbert RE
oM Maj (QM) R A Festorazzi RE

Maj (QM) J J Mason RE (Des Feb 84)
Pmr Capt W I McNeill RAPC
PLO Lt Col (OM) W Kray RE

Capt (E&MO) M J T Hodson RE (Des Feb 84)
Ed Offr Maj R T Powney RAEC
GM Maj (QGO) Sunar Gurung MVO BEM
HC Lt (QGO) Lakpatshering Bhotia
Gurkha OM Lt (QGO) Jahansing Rai
Asst Trg Offr Lt (QGO) Hukumraj Thapa
Asst Ed Offr Capt (QGO) Manikumar Prodhan
Gurkha Fam Offr Lt (QGO) Ramlal Pun
67 San
oC Maj C McF Peebles RE
2IC Capt G D Phillips RE
A Tp Comd Lt M W Foden RE

Lt M A Freeman RE (Des Mar 84)
B Tp Comd Capt J. R. White RE
Boat Tp Comd Capt P J Galsworthy RE

Lt S J Evans RE (Des Mar 84)
Gurkha Capt Lt (QGO) Sur jabahadur Thapa
A Tp QGO Lt (QGO) Haribahadur Thapa
B Tp QGO Lt (QGO) Upendrabahadur Gurung

Boat Tp QGO Lt (QGO) Dambarmansing Gurung
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68 Sgn
ocC Maj A S Tuggey RE
Maj P R W Lavies RE (Des Mar 84)
2IC Capt N C Kemp RE
D Tp Comd 2Lt J W Shanahan RE
E Tp Comd Lt S J Tuker RE
Gurkha Capt Capt (QGO) Jamansing Rai
D Tp QGO Lt (QGO Birbahadur Limbu
E Tp QGO Lt (QGO) Chitrabahadur Thapa
F (Trg) Tp QGO W02 Manilal Thapa
69 San
ocC Maj J G Baker MBE RE
Maj J D C Anderson RE (Des Feb 84)
2IC Capt D R Bill RE
Capt G D Phillips RE (Des May 84)
oM Capt (OM) R V Morris RE
G Tp Comd 2 Lt D A Caulfield RE
H Tp Comd Capt A D Harking RE
Lt M W Foden RE (Des Feb 84)
I Tp Comd Lt A M Mills RE
Sp Tp Comd Capt R J Edwards RE
Gurkha Capt Capt (QGO) Kharkajang Gurung
G Tp QGO Lt (QGO) Bhaktabahadur Guring
H Tp QGO Lt (QGO) Kumarsing Rai
I Tp QGO Lt (QGO) Milanchandra Gurung
MT/Plant QGO Capt (QGO) Manbahadur ' Pun
Capt (QGO) Jogindrasing Gurung (Des Mar-84)



70 Sgn

ocC
21IC

Wksp Tp Comd

Res Tp Comd

Des Tp Comd
MTO

Asst MTO

ERE

HC BRIGNEPAL

2IC Admin Coy TDBG
Sy Pl Comd BGD Dharan

WO1/DCI/BLDG BGD Dharan

ROBG

HC BGTC Kathmandu

QGOs on Long Leave

Editor Parbate

(Des Apr 84)

MTO 69 (Des)
Tp QGO 69 Sgn

Gurkha WOs

RSM

SSM 67 Sgn
SSM 68 Sgn
SSM 69 San
SM 70 Sqn
ORQMS

ROMS

Drum Major

Maj
Capt

Capt (E&MO)
Capt (E&MO)

Capt

Capt (GE)
Capt (GE)

Lt

Capt (QGO)
Capt (QGO)

Maj (QGO)
Capt (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
wWol

WOl

W02

Capt (QGO)

Capt (QGO)

Lt (QGO)

WOl
WO2
wo2
WO2
Wo2
Wo2
W02

WO2

G C Kershaw RE
I D Wright RE

T Hodson RE

o
=
o]

o
s

W D J Gibson RE

[4p

R Collett MBE RE

Nicholls MBE RE (Des May 84)

D Winship MBE RE (Des Mar 84)

G K Gibbs RE

Lokbahadur
Manbahadur

James
Tekansing
Kharkabahadur
Padambahadur
Lakshimiparsad

Bejoykumar

Indrakamal

Jogindrasing

Durgaprasad

Birkhabahadur
Sibakumar
Minbahadur
Mehersing
Dalbahadur
Bhagirath
Rajendralal

Uttambahadur

Gurung
Pun (Des Apr 84)

Bhujel
Gurung
Limbu
Gurung
Chhetri

Mukhia

Tamang

Gurung

Gurung

Limbu
Limbu
Gurung
Gurung
Gurung
Limbu
Pradhan

Thapa
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British Other Ranks

RQMS

Cbt Engr QMSI
C of W (C)

C of W (C)

C of W (C)
MPF

Stmn Tech
POM

Des Dtmn

Clk Div 2 RAPC

Clk Div 3 RAPC

Art Veh

Art Veh

Armr REME

SQMS
Boat Tp Ftr
VM

69 Sagn BORs

SQMS

Art Veh
Pay SGT

Ftr SGT

VM SGT
Ftr CPL
VM

Tech Clk

wo2
Wo2

W02

W02

SSGT

SSGT

W02

Wo2

SGT

SGT

SSGT
SSGT

SGT
SGT

Wo2
wWOo2

W02

SGT
SGT

SSGT

SGT

CPL

SSGT
SSGT

W02

SGT

SGT
SGT

SGT

CPL

CPL

CPL

w

M Blandford RE RHQ
K L Felton RE (Des Mar 84)

S Manning RE RHQ

M Suttill RE 70 Sgn
Laws RE 70 Sgn
Gladstone RE 70 Sgn
Ellison RE 70 Sqgn
J Coles RE 70 Sgn
E McArdle RE ' 70 Sgn
W Goodburn RE 70 Sgn
P Sykes RAPC RHQ

J Rich RAPC (Des Feb 84)

A Siddons RAPC RHQ
B Hearn RAPC (Des Jan 84)

MacInnes REME 70 Sgn
Gardner REME (Des Apr 84)

Bruce REME 70 Sgn

Slade REME RHQ
J Stafford REME (Des Apr 84)

J White RE RHQ

G Joynes RE 67 Sdan
C Hutchings REME 70 Sgn
A Rennie RE 69 Sgn

McCann RE (Des Jun 84)

Ogden REME 69 Sgn
P Warner RAPC 69 Sgn
A Falconer RE 69 Sgn

P Cummings RE (Des Feb 84)

Meakin REME 69 Sgn
J Hopgood RE 69 Sgn
Goodman REME 69 Sgn

T Dagnall RAOC 69 Sqgn
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A REPORT FROM FIJI - E TROOP

As you will have read in the Commandant's report, the
Regiment sent two troops, B and E, to Fiji in 1983 to undertake
cyclone relief work. E Troop was commanded by Andrew Mills.
The troop was split into its sections and worked at various
locations throughout the main island. Andrew had been told to
ensure that he reported frequently to his squadron commander by
letters. He was very good, and interesting and amusing letters
arrived back in Perowne. An extract from one of his letters is
repeated below. It confirms that too much work and not enogh
play makes Jack a dull boy!

"Last weekend was quite extraordinary, it makes those Scottish
'Para Handy' tales look like kids stuff. The villagers suddenly
started acting in a peculiar manner, and we eventually found out
that an old lady of the village had died in Lautoka hospital.

That day they brought the body up to the village, and our first
request was to build a coffin base and carrying frame (a new task
for 2794 LCPL Ganga). The villagers were very odd, they would

all of a sudden rush out of their houses and have a 20 min wailing
session, then stop, and carry on as if nothing had happened. The
following day we had arranged to go boar hunting but this was
cancelled due to the mourning. Instead they asked me if I would
come out into the jungle to shoot a wild bull for the funeral
feast. So off we went, (2 of the boys came too for interest's sake
- (not for GM!) The first problem was that the dogs still thought
boar was the quarry so rushed and killed one (E tp rations
benefitted by ] boar!) But then they smelt bigger game and chased
the biggest most ferocious looking bull, you have every seen, through
the jungle, with 20 horse-riding swearing cussing villagers in

hot pursuit throwing stones and sticks. After an hour of this they
had succeeded in making it so angry that even the dogs kept their
distance - this was when I was called forward! We got near it and
off it rushed, there followed 'hot pursuit' (I should have been

in Malaya). It eventually fell to an armalite round in the chest
("locally borrowed rifle, of course!") The villagers went quite
berserk with much cheering and shaking of hands; so I took out

the magazine and cleared the wpn, and walked down to inspect the
'kill'. We were all about 20% of when all of a sudden up it

jumped and came straight at us looking every bit like the Dragon

of St. George's fame (I now know how the bull-elephant hunters
feel!) I have never loaded a wpn so fast in my life, and thank
goodness caught it just in time!

Not enough for one day, the horse taking me home decided
to reverse roles and I suddenly found myself underneath 20 stone
of horse rolling in the dirt; how undignified.

That evening they got stuck into their funeral, and all went
well until after the church service when another old bird slipped
up, banged her head, and if she wasn't dead then, she certainly
was after 45 mins of Rajkumar's driving! Certified dead on
arrival at the hospital - incredible!! So they have got to go
through the whole business all over again - I have anticipated
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events and have discreetly returned the rifle from where it came.

What a place!"

You can imagine the reception that letter received in Hong
Kong, and you will be pleased to know that Andrew is pursuing
his big-game hunting career in Kenya with I Troop, 69 Squadron.
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EXERCISE TAHRO SATHI 1983

Exercise TAHRO SATHI is one of the many annual infantry
company exercises mounted from Hong Kong. It takes place in
Papua New Guinea (PNG). Unlike the other exercises it is a
reciprocal exercise with the host nation, and a company group
of Papua New Guineaeans exercises in Hong Kong at the same
time on exercise NAJIK SATHI.

As for many of these exercises, the planners, infantrymen
themselves, did not include Sappers as a matter of course. It
was only after the initial recce had been completed in July 83
that it was learnt that there was work for the Engineers to do;
and well, yes, we should send a QGE field troop, and well, I
suppose you must send an engineer recce down to PNG first.

68 Sqn had been detailed to provide a troop for the exercise
and it seemed only right and proper that the Squadron Commander
should go on the recce. At least; that was how he convinced
the Commandant.

Papua New Guinea is one of the unspoilt countries in the
world. Its scenery is breathtakingly beautiful and its peoples
are very friendly. A democratic, independent member of the
Commonwealth, it used to be administered by Australia, and many
Australian servicemen died in New Guinea fighting the Japanese
in World War II. The Australian - PNG connection remains strong,
and several members of the Australian Defence Forces are
seconded to the PNG Defence Force (PNGDE). '

The PNGDF includes two battalions of the Pacific Islands
Regiment (PIR) and one Engineer Battalion. 1 PIR and the Engr
Bn are in Port Moresby, the Capital, and 2 PIR is at Wewak in
the North. As PIR has a long standing affiliation with 7 GR,
D Coy 1/7 GR under Nigel Mossop was the exercise unit.

During the engineer recce in August it was quickly discovered
that the Engr Bn was set to welcome QGE with open arms. The PNG
Sappers work with two Companies, one field and one of trades-
men, with a Support Company. The PNG Sapper is not like his
British comrade, and is either a tradesman or a field engineer.
Engineer tasking is done on a ''man to task" basis using a combi-
nation of engineer disciplines. And, as in most developing
countries the Sappers devote much of their time and effort in
MACC, CR, and rural development. D Tp, 68 Sqn was going to have
its hands full with the building of a small timber bridge and the
cutting of a new road through the jungle. As a bonus it was
learnt that the PNGDF EOD unit (Navy) was keen to have the QGE
Diving Team assist it demolish an old wharf for the Harbour
Board on the tropical island of SAMARAI, off the south-east end
of PNG; what an opportunity.

On return to Hong Kong, D Tp and its new Troop Commander,
John Shanahan, were briefed as to the nature of Exercise TAHRO
SATHI with the aid of glossy tourist brochures. Excitement
mounted as the departure date crept closer. AF G1098 equipment
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was despatched to 1/7 GR for loading in the container after lots
of PRI items such as Kukris, T Shirts, sunhats and umbrellas had
been packed.

At the request of the Australian Engineers who run the PNGDF
PWD a Clerks of Works (E), WO2 Hutchinson, was included on the
pax list. The idea was for him to assist the RAE Supervisors
(Clk of Wks) on the E & M maintenance of the PNGDF bases. He
would leave D Tp on arrival in Port Moresby and not see them
until the end of the exercise. If nothing else he discovered
what Australian and PNG Hospitality is all about.
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ON JOINING BY CAPT N C KEMP RE

Would I like to do a Hong Kong tour with the Queen's Gurkha
Engineers the Colonel asked.

“Yes Please!" I replied very quickly in case the CO changed
his mind or discovered that he was talking to the wrong fellow.
But he wasn't, and so it was that I duly presented myself for
interview in London knowing very little about what I was letting
myself in for. Of course I had done my homework and of course I
had read John Masters, but it didn't really throw much light on
Gurkha Engineers or Hong Kong Soldiering. Never mind; dig out
the Atlas and find out which Hemisphere Hong Kong is in. Check
also the LOA and what sorts of exotic diseases the LOA might
reasonably be expected to finance - Hmm, neither checks were
particularly encouraging. Not to worry; soldiering in the sun
and all that. Appear confident at the interview and you will
land the job. It must have worked, or perhaps the General just
liked his cartoon?

January the 3rd saw me carrying my baggage, bags under the
eyes and hangover onto a sort of Jumbo Jet thingey out-bound
for the Orient. It must have been B. Cal: The effect of all
those tartans on a 16 hour hangover with in-flight refueling
has to be experienced to be believed.

The first week slipped by in a haze. Lots of people seemed
to be having goodbye parties, or perhaps it was just one person
having a lot of parties in different places. It seems hard to
tell now.

Five weeks in a sunny, Moslem country put a stop to all that,
giving me a chance to start talking to Gurkhas and to watch them
out of barracks. A very diverse and lively bunch they proved to
be too, the boys seemed endlessly amused by even the most un-
promising situations. I have never had to teach canoe surfing
before to soldiers who discovered that by aiming the canoe at the
safety-man standing waist deep in the water they could play a sort
of aquatic bull fight game. Nor have I ever seen bashas erected
so quickly or quietly before

There is no reluctance to be 'warr-ey' in a Gurkha Squadron:
They have the sort of implacable patience in ambushes that is
frightening.

I was a frightened man the first time I went into the Brunei
Jungle for quite a different reason though - I have never before
had bulled toecaps on jungle boots. Come to think of it even my
mess wellingtons had never had toecaps bulled as high as those
jungle boots.

First impressions can be misleading but it is obvious that I
will have to alter my way of doing things in Hong Kong:no longer
can I leave piles of unfinished cartoons and pens lying around.
They all magically tidy themselves into neat little piles, and
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the pens line up as if on muster parade. My logical system of
keeping a week's worth of socks and shirts in one drawer has

had to end. 1 tried kceping it up but the socks would insist on
meeting up for parties in the top drawer whilst the shirts wandered
from wardrobe to bottom drawer as the fancy took them. The end
result 1s that I now have a spotlessly tidy room in which I can
find nothing except the girlie magazines. They always migrate to
my bookshelf next to the copy of "Wonderful World of Nature".

Make what you will of that.

Had I realised that large shoes are so hard to find in Hong
Kong, I might not have been so eager to leave all my old ones in
the UK. When I go into Chinese shops for shoes the owners all
laugh and offer me the boxes instead.

Public transport is endlessly entertaining, one can play
the Mass Transit Railway version of 'musical chairs', and 'chicken'
with the Public Light Buses. If either of those two games pall,
try 'Mad Taxis'. First, the player has to find a Taxi - preferably
with a non English speaking driver then he has to go to a place
with an English street name that neither he nor the driver have
heard of before. The game is given further spice by shouting at
police motorcyclists as they undertake on the left hand side.
For some reason this upsets the driver.

To summarise, the atmosphere of Hong Kong is unique (and
mostly carbon monoxide), the climate is different (wet) and the
people are lively (extremely noisy). 2 years here should be quite
fun.

V s

.. HANGOVE: WITE IN - FLIGHT REFUELLING .
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THE GURKHA MUSEUM 1983

Lieutenant Colonel H P Dewing (Retd) - Curator

Compared with 1982 we have had a quiet year though this does
not imply that our stature in the public eye has not continued to
grow. The complete interior redecoration of the Museum last
January has given it a fresher and brighter outlook and many have
been the comments on the refreshing atmosphere that exudes on entry.

In my two previous accounts I made mention of the MOD review
of military museums and the need for a check on attendance figures.
1983/84 is the year that counts and I am glad to report that the
visitors to this museum to date (1 Jan 84) is well above 6000.

This figure should I think more than satisfy our masters.

In June we celebrate our tenth anniversary and it is perhaps
timely to look back ten years and possibly consider the great
strides this Museum has made since its humble beginnings. In no
small way has this been due to the tremendous help given by
Regimental Associations in the early days and as I said in 1978,
it was with this help that we got off to such a good start.

What of the next ten years? Who knows: One thing however is
certain and that is that there will be a new Curator, for I shall
be leaving the fold in 1985. A new broom never does any harm anyway.

We have recently acquired three original Lovett prints and also
a good o0il painting of a 2nd Gurkha in battle dress in 1945. Two
early medals of interest have been acquired: one, The Army in India
Medal with bar NEPAUL to a Lieut Speck 2nd Nusseri Bn and two, the
Indian Mutiny Medal with bar DELHI to a Lieut Baron Ferdinand Von
Andlow - Kumaon Bn (later 3 GR).

It is possible we may acquire some Gurkha effects from the
late

General Sir Horace Evans KCB 1841 - 1923 (First Colonel of
8 GR 1904-1923)

and his son Lt Col W J Evans 1 GR

Brig General Villiers Stuart 5 RGR

Major M. E. Gribble 9 GR
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QGE SPORTS SUMMARY : 1 JUL - 21 DEC 83

Shooting. Although not within the period the Regt's
shooting teams from HK and 69 Sqn have done exceptionally
well at Bisley. The QGE Team came 21st overall in the major
units competition winning the non-infantry competition.

69 Sqn's path to Bisley was marked by a win at SEDSAM and
the Sqn Team came 2nd in the minor units competition.

Next year will be interesting for the QGE Team. The filter
competition, the HKSAM, will send 3 major units to RASAM

2 infantry and one non-infantry. In 1984 both QG SIGNALS
and GTR will enter as major units, so QGE will have to look
to its laurels.

Football. QGE reached the semi-final of the HK Major Units
Cup, being defeated by HMS TAMAR in extra time and in the
League won 3 out of 4 matches. In the HK 7-a-side's QGE
excelled and won the competition. The Nepal Cup Season 1is
now in full swing and the first round against QG SIGNALS is
on 11 Feb.

Hockey. The Regt's most successful team without a doubt 1is
the Hockey Team. Ably led by Capt Peter Gilbert, QGE

won all 12 matches in the Major Units league, often by a
very large margin. In the inter-unit Freddie Cowell Cup on
14 Sep QGE met COD in the final, and came second. However,
the Hockey Team has continued to win every match so far
this season.

Basketball. We are lucky to have a good basketball player
in the Regt in Capt Ian McNeill who spent a lot of time
coaching the team. Basketball has not been a QGE sport for
some time, but the Paymaster's efforts were not in vain, and
a greatly improved team reached the final of the BFHK Knock-
out Competition. There are hopes for better performances
this summer.

Golf. Captained by Maj Colin Peebles, the QGE Golf Team has
had much success on the HK golf scene. Capt Mike Hodson and
Maj Peebles came first and second respectively in the
Individual, and together won the Inter-Unit Officers'
Fourball Competition. In the BFHK Inter-Unit Competition,
the 4 man QGE Team narrowly retained the Windsor Bowl, and

in the Victory Cup, a competition open to Service, HK
Government and Tai-pan teams, QGE reached the quarter-finals.
This year promises more success.

Swimming. In addition to Basketball, Capt McNeill coached
the Swimming Team, QGE has never excelled at swimming but last
year in the BFHK Championships the Regt came 4th overall;

a vast improvement.



The Khud Race. Bad weather in Mar forced the postponement
of the annual Khud Race. Although some consolation might
have been found for QGE's subsequent poor performance in
the Khud held in Dec, had members of the Team been on
leave, it was not the case. Sadly the Regt was well and
truly last. However, training is now under way to improve
the performance this year. Capt David Gibson is in charge
and has introduced his own tough training programme for
the Khud and Cross-Country Teams.
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THE PEROWNE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND

As you know, some time ago the Association launched an
Appeal in memory of Maj Gen Lance Perowne, to endow a scholar-
ship in the faculty of Engineering of the Tribuwan University
at Kathmandu, or other suitable institute of higher education,
for a Nepalese Student whose father served in the Brigade of
Gurkhas. Many of you have given most generously and we find
that the original modest concept for the Appeal can be broadened
and improved upon to some extent. We are taking this opportunity
to bring you up to date with the Fund and its aims as it now
stands.

To date a total of £4,187.57p has been raised. Of this
figure £1,694.00 has been donated on a one time only covenanted
system, which over 4 years will liberate from the Inland Revenue
over £700 in tax. Since launch much of the money has been held
on deposit and thus, interest attracted will also be added to
the above figure. Money is still coming in, albeit slowly, and
it is hoped that donations will not dry up altogether. The total
amount plus accruing tax and interest will be invested in
Government Stocks through the kind offices of the Corps Treasurer
to ensure a guaranteed income from which the Scholarship will be
funded. With luck we are perhaps looking at close to £500 per
annum with which to realise the aims of the Fund. It should be
understood that the tax revenue from covenanted donations cannot
be realised unless and until the Fund achieves Charity Status.
All the necessary ground work for this has now been done and
final approval is expected by the end of Mar 84.

The Brigade of Gurkhas has been asked, and have agreed, to
select, and to maintain the progress of, students who will benefit
from the Fund. The selection will be done in conjunction with
the DCRE Dharan, who, hopefully,will continue to be ex-QGE.

As far as the students are concerned, eligibility will be
within the following priorities:-

1. An engineering degree (not yet available) in preference
to an engineering diploma (a four year course) in
preference to a leaving certificate (a 2 year course).

2. Orphaned (fatherless) children have preference over all
others.

3. The aware will be for the benefit of children/descendants
of British Gurkha servicemen, serving or retired. There
are no Open scholarships.

4. Children take precedence over other descendants
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5. Children/descendants of retired servicemen take
precedence over those of serving members.

6. Children /descendants of soldiers have preference
over those of officers.

In addition no one scholar can hold a scholarship for more than
six years. It is estimated that outgoings would be in the region
of £250 per student per year.

The Trustees for the Fund are nominated as the QGEA Committee,
chaired by the President. To cover all eventualities it has been
decided that the Trustees of the Corps of RE would be named as
alternative nominees.

Hopefully this gives you some idea as to how the Fund is
going and the groundwork that has been covered since its launch.
The selection process for the first student is now under way and
the lucky recipient will start his course during 1984.

Naturally the more money we can get into the Fund the greater
can be the assistance given. The Tax Man is willing to help us
through the covenant system. Those of you who sent your donations
before the covenant proformae were sent out could increase your
gifts (at no extra cost to yourselves) by now arranging your
donation to be changed onto the covenant method. Please contact
the Secretary if in doubt as to how this can be done. For those
who have not yet had the opportunity to assist the Fund your
donations are eagerly awaited (covenanted, of course)!
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MAJOR GENERAL BRIGADE OF GURKHAS MESSAGE TO THE GURKHA BRIGADE
ASSOCIATION - DINNER 11 NOV 83

‘ I am very pleased oncé\again to be able to let you know how'
well the Brigade fare. On a more personal note you will have
heard that I have been honoured with the appointment of Co}onel
of the 6th Queen Elizabeth's Own Gurkha Rifles. This gives me

immense pleasure and I hope will strengthen my link with the

Brigade and all of you here.

1983 has been a year of consolidation for us all and sees,
for the first time in many years, both battalions of the 2nd and
7¢+h Gurkha Rifles serving together in Hong Kong. For all battalions,
border duty remains a major commitment and I am glad to say that
our soldiers continue to maintain the highest standards of

professional skills on this tedious but essential task.

6th Gurkha Rifles are now well settled in Brunei and enjoying
the excellent facilities for jungle training that exist there and
the break from Hong Kong. A new treaty with Brunei was signed in
September this year and we will continue to station one of our

battalions there until at least 1988,

10th Gurkha Rifles, based in Church Crookham, now form part
of 5 Infantry Brigade and are at present in Belize where they are
most ably supported by 69 Independent Field Squadron, Queens Gurkha
Engineers. Finally, our Sandhurst Demonstration Company, made up
of all units in the Brigade, returned to UK in April after a four
month tour in the Falklands where they made up a fourth Rifle

Company for 1 Royal Hampshires. You will be pleased to hear that
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both UK Demonstration Companies now have a designated BAOR

reinforcement role thus further strengthening our commitment to

mFO '

We are not, however, restricted to the localities I have just
mentioned, for our soldiers continue to serve and exercise in
countries as far apart as Fiji and Zimbabwe, Australia and Korea,
America and Papua New Gﬁinea; I am happy to report that I have
been able to get our three Corps Units, who remain a vital and
valuable part of the Brigade, involved even more in such exercises
and even now GTR have an exercise underway in Singapore. I am
sure you would agree that all this illustrates the important part
our Brigade play in the deployment of the British 2rmy and is most

encouraging for the future.

The element of competition continues to play an important
part in our lives, be it on the sports fields, the rifle range
or on exercise. Units of the Brigade still win most sporting
competitions and I am sure you will agree that we can take pride
in this year's Bisley results, with Corporal Bhagiman Limbu 2/7 GR
taking the Queens Medal and with 5 major Units in the top six
and two minor Units in the top three. We should also welcome the
renewed competition offered by British battalions and we exchanged
congratulatory messages with 1 Welsh Guards who feel justifiably

proud at breaking a string of Gurkha successes.

Our close family ties continue: Richard Lowe's son, Tim, has
just been commissioned into 6 GR and Terry Bowring's son in to
1/2 GR. °'Speedy' Bedin's son is due to join us on secondment.

A recent newcomer to 2/7 GR, Mark Lillingston-Price, won the Sword
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of Honour at Sandhurst this year and I suspect 7 GR may now be
the only Regiment to have had three Sword of Honour winners in
as many years. ,

Looking to the future, we must continue to show ourselves to
be a lean, efficient and effective organisation if we are to
maintain our pre-eminent position as the best infantry in the
Army today. Finally we must continue the pursuit of excellence,
master the ever increasing requirement for technological skills,
significantly improve our standard of English, and not dwell on
the past and the deeds of our forerunners. This, I assure you,

we can and will do.

I send you all our best wishes for an enjoyable evening.
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jf November 1983
MINUTES OF THE .\NNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE NUEENS GURKHA'
ENGINTTZRS ASSOCIATION HELD AT BROMPTON BARRACKS
ON SATURDAY 22 OCTOBER 1963 AT 15600 HOURS
Present: Brigadier D H Bowen - Chairman
Colonel J H Edwards
Colonel M J F Stephens
Lt Col I C Slater - Editor
Lt Col P W Cook
Major F A Cronk
Major R P Reedman
Major H Turnham
Major P R W Lavies
Captain J E Preedy
Captain A R H Smith
Major P G C P Druitt - Secretary
ACTION
ITEM 1 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
1. The minutes of the last meeting were passed as
being a true record of proceedings.
Proposed: =~ Col Stephens
Seconded: - Lt Col Slater
ITEM 2 MATTERS ARISING
2. The Chairman declared that all matters arising from
the last minutes would be covered elsewhere in the agenda.
ITEM 3 CHAIRMAN'S STATEMENT

3-

The Chairman gave his statement covering:

a. The Regiment. It had been a busy year for the
Regt in Hong Kong which had included parties on exer-
cise in Papua New Guinea and Fiji. The Sp Sqn had
now been re-numbered 70 SP Sqn. The training of the
large influx of recruits to bring the Regt up to
establishment which now included 69 Gurkha Indep Fd
Sgn, had placed a very heavy burden on the training
organisation.

b. The Pipes & Drums. The Chairman anologised for
the lack of information about the arrival, and pro-
gramme whilst in this country, of the P & D. It was
hoped that there might be rather closer liaison
between Regt and Assn next time. However, they had
had a successful tour which had included performances
for:

The Minley Party
Chatham - AGM
33 EQOD Regt
131 Cdo San
and various other functions.
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ITEM 5

c. 69 Sgn. The UK based Sqn had hzd = good tour in
the Falklands only marred by the deatl, of Cpl Krishna
and 3 other casualties. The Sqn (less a troop) had
also been to Belize where they had done some excellent
work including water supply and ranges. The future
looked equally busy with an exercise in Kenya already
planned.

d. Death of Col Murry Dunne. The Chairman stated
that he knew he reflected the feelings of the meeting
and all who had known Col Dunne, in expr=ssing his
sorrow at his untimely death.

€. General Perowne. The Chairman said thaf he knew
that all members of the Assn would be intercsted to
hear that Gen Perowne's widow had kindly presented his
sword, his medals and statuettes to the Regt and thuse
had been very gratefully received,

f. Committee. There were two changes in the Committed
necessary in the next few months due tc expected moves,
the QGELO (Mz2j Lavies) and the Secretary. Various
names were suggested and likely candidates would be
approached. Chairman

PEROVNE MEMORIAL APPEAL

4, The Chairman drew the meeting's attention to the
AF 1514 which showed £3545.00 credited to the fund. .
Since the end of the audit period a further £322.00 had
been received thus raising the total to £3867.00.

Money was still coming in which was most encouraging.
The proposal at present was to use the interest raised
on the canital to send candidates through university

in Nepal, at a cost of approx £250.00 per year, per
student. The number of students receiving such a grant
would be totally dependent on the canital raised and
the interest it received. A tax advantage would be
gained by using a covenantt system of donation (as many
members had already donc), but this was dependent on
the fund being granted ct~ritable status which at pre-
sent was still pending. Members would be kept informed
of developuents. The first student, it was hoped,
would commence his course in Sept 84. The investment
of the capital was to be done through the office of the Secretary
Treasurer and not direct with the Stockbroker.

STATEM=ENT OF ACCOUNTS

5 The ~F 1514 for the period was presented with the
auditors comments. In answer to a guestion from the -
floor the Chairman stnted th-t in the past it had been
the custom to submit 2 budget for the year ahead. This
habit had been found to be somewhat meaningless for
such a straight forward account and had thus been dis-
continued. lthough it appearsd that the account

was increasing substantially thrrugh investment income
and subscription, should the Regt be disbanded at any
stage the income would be reduced to investrment revenue
only to support the Association after that time. It
was sensible therefore to allow the fund to build up
some ree:rve. The accounts were then aporoved by

those prcsent.

Proposed: « Lt Col Cook
Seconded: - Maj Lavies
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ITEM 6

FUTURE EVENTS.

ITEM 7

6. The only known datcs of future events were as follows:

a. 11 Nov 83 Remembrance Day, Wreath laying

at Vlestminster Abbey

- GBA General Committee Meeting

- GBA Dinner
b. 11 May 84 - IMinley Party
c. 12 May 84+ - GBA Lunch - RMAS

took nlace on sllecation of funds for
The meeting

7 Discussion then
the functions to be taking place during 1984,
agreed the following:

a. Minley Party - £140 (to include the GOs of UK Sgn
as guests)

£50 tc pay for the tear members
at » party to be arranced.

b. Shooting Team -

c¢. Dashera Party - £R80 towards cost
{(Date NE - but wo=ld be w/e after Xalratri)

ANY OTHZR BUSINDSS

8. Gurkha Plate. The Chairman explained the design of
the proposed Gurkha Plate and the objections which had been
lodred with the firm - Coalpost. Assuming the amendments
were incorporated the Association, has estimated a require-
ment of 50 of the limited editi~n. final product. It was
not likely to be available before Spring 84 and item: cost
would bhe £17.50.

The Chairman explzined that the stock of

9. Statuettes.
The Secretary was in

pilver statucttes was now exhausted.

touch with a mrnufacturer's agent who produced good quality,'

excellent detail designg in pewter. Any design could be
produced and the Regt had been asked to produce photos of a
Gurkha Piper as the most suitable. Should an order be
placed the minimum was for 100 over 12 months at a cost of
less than £15.00 each. The Corps Treasurer had agreed, to
fund the initial buy through Corps Enterprises. Certain
variations on the Gurkha Piper design were suggested by Col
Edwards who also sugpgested th-t a mociz bronze statuette
might be preferable to pewter. The Sscretary was to ine
vestigate relevant costs and designs and report to the
Committee,

10. Rules. The Chairman stated that no further comments
had been received on the amended Rules of the Association
and these would now be printed.

11. Associate Members, A request had becen received th-t
Associate Members be made eligible “or Life Membership.
After s-me discussion and suggestions from the floor it
was agreed thet the following should become the policey:
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LOTTN

All

Chairman
Secretary

All

All

Secretary

All

All

Secretary

PA11

Secretary



Associate Membcers could be elected Life Members
of the Associntion by the Committee as long as: =

a. They had cormpleted 10 years as Associate
Memhers.

b. They had alreacdy applied for a third 5 year
term of associated membership

¢. Their name had been put forward and recon-
mended by the Secretary of the Associate Member-
ship

Proposed: - Maj Cronk
Seconded: ~ Col Stephens

ITEM 8 DATE OF THE NTXT MIETING

12. The next meeting would be planned for the same day
in 1984 - ie the day of the Dashera Party.

e ~
,l.,‘_L\. i ] -

P G C P DRUITT
Major
Sccretsry

Distribution: All present
Editor - for Newsletter
Comdt QGE

ACTIOh

i All
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GURKHA BRIGADE ASSOCIATION NOTICES

REGIMENTAL HISTORIES

In addition to the Gurkha Museum two reference libraries
of Regimental Histories and similar books are to be
established in the Gurkha Records Office in Hong Kong
and in the office of the Liaison Office Brigade of
Gurkhas in MOD.

Anyone who has works of this nature and who is willing to
loan or donate them is asked to contact Colin Scott at
LOBG.

BRITAIN NEPAL SOCIETY

New members will be welcome. The Hon Secretary is:-

Mrs. C. Brown

1 Allen Mansions
Allen Street
London W8 6UY

Membership is £3 per annum or Life Membership for a single
payment of £40.

Forthcoming lectures are:-

Tuesday 15th March 1984 - '"Tiger, Tiger" - a film
shot in the Chitawan
National Park.

Wednesday 9th May 1984 - Mr. A. D. Schilling on
"Nepal - A Plantsman's
Paradise"

Both events will take place at the Alpine Club, 74 South
Audley Street, London W1 at 6.15 p.m. for 6.45 p.m.




