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Editorial
Andy Gooch
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Having read 
through the 
submissions for 
this year’s edition 
of your Journal 
I hope you will 
agree with me that 
there are some 
thought provoking 
articles as well 
as those that 
remind us where 
the Regiment has 
come from and all 

it has achieved along the way.  Ian Slack’s epic challenges 
on two wheels is inspiring and anyone with a love for Nepal 
and the Himalayas will not fail to read in awe of Doc McKerr’s 
account of his 64 day, 1500km solo traverse on Nepal. 

The serving Regiment remains a shining light in the Brigade 
of Gurkhas and it was a real wrench to handover command 
of 69 Sqn last year to Mark Hendry.  However, through the 
means of the magazine I, and I hope you, can get a real 
sense of what the Regiment is currently up to. With the 
drawdown in Afghanistan The Queen’s Gurkha Engineers do 
not appear to be resting on their laurels as the various articles 
pay testament to. 

Sadly this year it seems the obituary section is significantly 
larger than usual and everyone will be aware of some of 
the great father figures of the Regiment who have recently 
passed away.  Can I thank everyone who answered my 
plea for memories and articles as I believe it is important 
their lives are properly remembered. It was not just the Buro 
Wallahs who turned to the left for the last time this year and 
the serving Regiment was sad to hear of the death of two of 
it’s former soldiers through illness;  Spr Yogya Raj Khebang 
and Pte Rajat Gurung. I personally knew Rajat and I was in 

Editor’s Plea. I am currently undertaking to convert all 
old editions of the Regtl Newsletter/Journal into electronic 
format so they can be hosted on the Association Website 
and used as a reference for years to come. Because of 
the way they are bound the 1991,1992 and 1993 editions 
will be irreparably  damaged  when scanning occurs and 
I cannot do this to Museum copies I have. If anyone has 
copies they are willing to donate please contact me.  

Pokhara when he passed Central Selection. I was then his 
2IC and later OC in Maidstone, before he transferred to the 
AGC(SPS). His death cut short a life full of promise and my 
heartfelt condolences go to his family.  

Before finishing with a few requests could I express my 
gratitude to all who have had a part to play in the production 
of this magazine.  Firstly everyone who has put pen to 
paper; without your work there would be no magazine. I am 
very grateful to the stalwarts of Hukumraj Saheb and Ravi 
Saheb in Nepal along with Sgt Top who has done much of 
the donkey work with the printers. In the UK the work done 
by GM Saheb and GRCMO Saheb in Maidstone has been 
second to none. I would also like to give a special thank you 
to our outgoing Colonel of the Regiment, Commandant and 
Association Chairman, all of whom have been an invaluable 
source of advice and I am under no illusion the product you 
receive as a result is much the better for it. Also for Harking 
Saheb’s persistence in insisting I become the Editor while I 
was one of his Capts at the RSME nearly 6 years ago.

Finally, as ever I want to thank my ever understanding wife 
who allows me to keep doing this work. With a move to Minley 
last Summer to take up post Regt 2IC 3 RSME Regt and 
more importantly the birth our 3rd child, William, in January 
the past 12 months have been as hectic as any and Charlie 
has quite simply been incredible.    Jai QGE
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As you will know, this is my first ‘message’ as the new Colonel 
of the Regiment, having taken over at the end of September 
2013.  My first duty, on behalf of everyone in The Queen’s 
Gurkha Engineers is to thank my predecessor Lieutenant 
General Sir David Bill KCB for seven years of outstanding 
support; we have much to thank him for.

It hardly seems possible that it was twenty years ago since 
Gilli, Lauren, Tim and I were living in Perowne Barracks, 
Hong Kong; I was the Adjutant.  So much has happened since 
then, particularly with the Regiment (and indeed the Brigade 
of Gurkhas) proving itself on so many occasions that I have 
lost count.   Operational pedigree of course remains the most 

Message from the Colonel of the Regiment
Major General T R Urch CBE

demanding standard, and The Queen’s Gurkha Engineers 
has absolutely delivered everytime the call has come.  From 
my vantage point in the Army HQ as Chief of Staff Land 
Forces, I see the outstanding efforts of The Queen’s Gurkha 
Engineers on a daily basis.  Professionalism, dedication, 
hard work, fitness and loyalty; some things haven’t changed 
in the twenty years I have been away.

The last year has seen you all deliver outstanding results on 
operations, in barracks, during training, on courses and whilst 
competing on the sports pitch, but it has not been without its 
difficulties.  2014 will be no different; the challenge will be 
significant not least will be the final tranche of redundancy 
coming at the same time as the Regiment gets to grips with 
its new role as part of the Army 2020 structure.  I look to 
all of you to play your part in this complex transformation 
programme.  If in doubt, drive-on with what you know to be 
the right thing to do; take the initiative; look after those who 
you have the honour to command.

Before I close, could I say a heartfelt thanks to all on the 
Committee of The Queen’s Gurkha Engineers Association, 
but in particular to Brigadier (Retired) Tony Harking OBE who 
has recently retired as the Chairman, and to the Secretary 
John Wheeley, without whom we would not be in the strong 
position that we currently are.  Finally, ‘give it up’ for Major 
Andy Gooch for yet another cracking magazine; in my view 
the exemplar amongst the Brigade of Gurkhas.

I very much look forward to catching up with you all as I travel 
around. It was superb to visit Brunei recently and also to meet 
so many old friends in 

East and West Nepal when I trekked with the Gurkha Major 
in March. Thank you for looking after me so well. Please also 
give your utmost support to the QGEA and all the upcoming 
G200 events; what an exciting prospect the latter is shaping 
up to be. 

Finally it is no exaggeration when I say I have waited 20 years 
to be your Colonel; it is genuinely a honour and privilege.      

Jai QGE! 
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REGIMENTAL NEWS

THE COMMANDANT’S REPORT
Lieutenant Colonel E G Robinson RE 

I was appointed 
Commandant The 
Queen’s Gurkha 
Engineers over two 
years ago.  I have 
prepared for, and 
commanded, QGE 
soldiers on operations 
in Afghanistan in a 
Counter-IED role 
and visited them on 
many exercises in the 
UK and construction 
deployments to Kenya 
and Canada.  I have 

been thrilled by their tales of adventurous training exploits 
and enjoyed with them their sporting successes.  Together, 
we have championed the interests of QGE and I have 
maintained a weathering eye on those serving in small 
groups or singleton posts in various locations in the UK and 
oversees.  Within the past year, I’ve fitted in a short trek to 
Nepal with Gurkha Major Saheb and met many members 
of the Regimental Association; a true delight.  I also spent 
three days with our Boat Section in Brunei!  All are making 
a significant contribution and during my many visits, I am 
forever delighted to hear of the high level of praise they 
receive. The opportunity to command such fine soldiers has 
been a huge privilege and honour.

A real highlight of my tenure has been to personally command 
QGE soldiers as a part of the EOD & Search Task Force 
on Operation HERRICK 17.  The Regiment’s presence in 
Afghanistan has been uninterrupted throughout my tenure 
as Commanding Officer and Commandant in the Counter-
IED role with each Squadron taking their turn. The last of our 
Advanced Search teams are now deployed from 70 Gurkha 
Field Squadron with current plans expecting them, and the 
Regiment’s involvement, to conclude by June 2014; safe 
home!

Beyond operations, 69 Gurkha Field Squadron has 
completed a very arduous and successful adventurous training 
exercise in Nepal.  They also led for QGE in the Nepal Cup, 
TRAILWALKER, and all of the main social events, including the 
birthday celebration and Dashain, in 2013.  In early 2014, 69 
have also deployed for three months on a construction exercise 
to Canada during an extremely cold winter; this has presented 
plenty of opportunity for winter sport enthusiasts!  In 2013, 70 
Gurkha Field Squadron led the Regimental Shooting team and 
retained the title of Corps of Royal Engineers unit champion 
at CORPSOSC.  They have also deployed on a challenging 
construction exercise to Kenya, which presented fantastic 
adventurous training opportunities with most of the Squadron 
summiting on Mount Kenya.  In early 2014, 70 have followed 

in 69’s footsteps with a large expedition to Nepal; this is part 
adventurous training and, in a new initiative, part refurbishment 
of some of the Gurkha Welfare Trust facilities.  This has 
presented a brilliant opportunity for our Gurkha Sappers to give 
something back to those who have gone before them in Nepal.

In the past year with Army 2020 and Basing announcements, 
some organisational changes for the Regiment are being 
implemented.  With QGE’s future secure our size, with an 
RHQ and two Field Squadrons embedded within 36 Engineer 
Regiment, remains little changed.  Thankfully the Regiment’s 
home also remains Invicta Park Barracks, Maidstone, Kent, 
where very strong community relations have grown since the 
early 1990s.  Presenting many opportunities, the Regiment’s 
role is transforming to Force Support and all have been re-
focussing on our core sapper skills as we step back from 
Afghanistan and the Counter-IED role.  This was marked and 
initiated with vigour by a fabulous parade on the occasion of the 
Regiment leaving 29 EOD & Search Group to join 12 (Force 
Support) Engineer Group on 1 October 2013.  Synchronised 
with this, QGE temporary manning at 24 Commando and 26 
Engineer Regiments has now returned to Maidstone.

Since 2008, a good number of QGE soldiers have transferred 
to the Corps of Royal Engineers on promotion and some 
have level transferred to other Corps.  This has reduced the 
numbers that might have been made redundant and has been 
very good for our young and enthusiastic Gurkha Sappers who 
now promote the QGE brand serving in the wider Army.  QGE 
has been fortunate to weather redundancy better than most: 
Tranche 1 took 13, Tranche 2 took 22 (including 5 volunteers) 
and Tranche 3 will see the departure of a further 9 (including 
4 volunteers).  The final Tranche 4 is expected in 2014/15.  
Although this has been very difficult, I am very pleased 
with the dignified and positive attitude that everyone has 
taken towards redundancy.  All will forever remain a much-
valued part of our QGE family.  The Regiment’s full support 
will always be provided to any that choose to transfer, or to 
those who are selected or volunteer to leave the Army.  I am 
also very grateful to the ex-QGE who’ve offered support and 
advice to those in transition to civilian life.

Such great times always pass far too fast; I finish as 
Commandant in 2014.  Ek Saheb finishes too; he has served 
QGE fantastically, with great dedication and utter loyalty 
as Gurkha Major.  There have been too many other post 
changes to mention here, however, all take with them our 
most sincere gratitude.  I conclude on the QGE soldier: they 
have a versatile and legendary work ethic, and take great 
pride in their professionalism and achievements.  I now know 
the QGE soldier very well - they will continue to seek and 
exploit every opportunity; they know this matters and it will, 
as it has in the past, continue to safeguard their future.  Their 
kaida and unique strength of brotherhood is something that 
can never be removed; it is as spiritual as it is physical.  I 
will forever be touched by having served in the Brigade of 
Gurkhas and will always be a part of the QGE family.  Having 
made so many close Gurkha friends and had the very great 



4

privilege to command such a unit, I will always follow QGE’s 
future with close interest.    Jai QGE!

THE GURKHA MAJOR’S REPORT  
Maj Ek Gurung

Certainly time has 
flown by and my 
tenure as GM QGE 
is coming to the end. 
I am handing over to 
Maj Dev Saheb in July 
2014 when I will be 
moving away from the 
Regiment. I have had 
the privilege to serve 
as the Gurkha Major 

for almost 3 years and I managed to achieve all the goals 
I had in my mind before I took over the post in mid 2011. I 
have now spent almost five years in RHQ QGE and I have 
seen many changes including the Regiment’s role changing 
from General Support (GS) to High Risk Search (HRS) and 
then moving into the Force Support (FS) role from 1 October 
2013.  A wrongly held perception by some people of the 
ability of QGE Sappers has been blown away following many 
successful Op HERRICK tours in the HRS role.

Having established our reputation in both the GS and 
HRS roles and set ourselves the benchmark from which to 
operate, QGE soldiers are now rising to the challenge the 
FS role brings which is not much different from the previous 
GS role. Therefore I am fully confident of our future success 
in this new role which will see both Sqns will remain as Field 
Squadrons, operating from Invicta Park Barracks, Kent.

Over the last two decades I have seen on countless occasions 
the adaptability of QGE soldiers, their strong work ethic, pride 
and professionalism even when we faced severe challenges. 
During my tenure there have been both high and low points, 
but I can say that the low points are eclipsed by all the good 
work and achievements; the numerous operational successes 
being the main ones. My priority has not only been to ensure 
success on operations but also to ensure the safe return of all 
QGE soldiers and this has happened on every operational tour 
and I would personally like to pass my huge well done to every 
QGE member for their hard work and professionalism on the 
ground in achieving this.

In addition I wish to thank our Religious Teacher, Pundit Prem 
Prasad Gaire who performs the daily Puja with dedication and 
dignity and his support to the Regiment is highly appreciated. 
Further, a newly enhanced temple is now well used by all and 
my sincere thanks go to all the families who support this and 
ensure our culture and kaida is kept alive.

In my role as father figure for QGE it has been a great privilege to 
visit the boys overseas wherever they were deployed including 
Afghanistan during Op HERRICK 17. I have witnessed first-
hand, with great pride, their outstanding work and achievements 
and I am very confident that future generations of QGE will 
continue this trend in the future.

As result of the recent Defence White Paper and 30 Day 
Review the Corps of Royal Engineers has reduced by almost 
25% yet QGE remained unchanged in size. However, over the 
past 4 years a number of redundancies have had to be made 
to remove our surplus manpower in order to meet our actual 
liability. There is no doubt the shadow of redundancy has 
made the past 3 years stressful and highly demanding but I 
have been immensely pleased with the practical and positive 
approach our personnel have adopted and the support we 
have managed to receive from various organisations in 
smoothing the transition to civilian life for those selected for 
redundancy.  In this regard I am clear that we will not forget 
those who have chosen to transfer or indeed leave the Army; 
they will remain part of our wider Regimental family and 
continue to receive full support from QGE.

All in all, it seems that the Regiment has faced a myriad of 
challenges which have brought some difficulties but with 
our close management, a forward leaning approach and the 
depth of talent of  our soldiers they have been resolved and 
I am confident QGE will continue to deliver our style of high 
standards well into the future.

Jai QGE!
   
RHQ QGE NEWS
Capt Buddhibahadur Bhandari (GRCMO)

After two and half years in 
Nepal I arrived at Maidstone 
on 4 Jan 13. New faces, a 
new role and with partial G1 
knowledge I took over the 
post of GRCMO from my 
predecessor Bishnu Saheb. A 
new working environment (no 
more G4 acronyms.) and its 
lightning pace kept me amused 
initially but soon (when Bishnu 

Saheb deployed to the Falkland Islands) I realised that life in 
RHQ is full of activity and everyone here means business.  
Every day is a learning day - new challenges and full of 
surprises. Regardless of the month or the day, the rhythm of 
RHQ work never changes and the output expected from this 
office is always extremely high! Quite rightly I had to ditch 
some of my hobbies (golf included) to balance the centre of 
gravity of my new job. Alas, despite my keenness to become 
slim and trim again all four sides are growing rapidly. Perhaps 
this has to wait till for my 2015 new year’s resolutions.    

As expected it has been another busy but extremely rewarding 
year for QGE as it continues to add new chapters to its history. 
Op HERRICK continues to be a high priority commitment for 
QGE but in a much smaller scale. Throughout all operational 
deployments QGE Sappers have maintained their high 
standard of work ethic, renowned Gurkha team spirit and 
successfully achieved their mission as indeed they have 
been doing for many years.  As I write this the Adv Search 
role is coming to the end with just 8 personnel deployed in 
theatre under the command of Sgt Evans RESA and Cpl 
Dekraj Thapa (REST Comd) and by Jun 14 all deployed 
personnel will have recovered back to the UK.  This will mark 
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the end of QGE success in the Adv Search role. A succession 
of role changes has always kept QGE Sappers and RHQ 
continuously on their toes and I am sure this will continue to 
be a norm for QGE until their role is fixed and the Army 2020 
structure is comprehensively tested and approved.  Our role 
changed to a Force Support role in Oct 13 and final structural 
changes (for the time being..) have been ratified and new 
PIDs have gone live. Transition to this new role is happening 
smoothly and Sqn personnel are already enjoying the training 
and exercises this brings: Back to Basics. 

Since last year QGE elements have deployed worldwide 
on exercise and operations: 70 Gurkha Fd Sqn deployed to 
Kenya on Ex SAILFISH (construction tour) and Nepal on Ex 
HIMALYAN SAPPER (construction followed by a Level 3 AT 
exped). 69 Gurkha Fd Sqn is deployed on Ex WARPAINT 
in Canada and as I write both Sqns are in the course of 
returning home for a well earned Easter leave. A High Risk 
Search team from 70 Sqn is operating in theatre and a few 
individuals are fulfilling the responsibility of RSOI instructors 
in Camp Bastion.  The Back to Basic principle reminds me of 
my days conducting Infantry and Combat Engineer exercises 
and we are now slowly starting to get the hang of our new 
role. Having deployed on a few exercises in this new role, 
QGE Sappers are now eagerly waiting for the Regt FTX (Sect 
Competition) in 2014 to confirm their performance.     

Despite Redundancy Tranches 3 and 4, QGE’s liability has 
remained unchanged and is expected to grow… As at 1 Apr 
14, QGE is 324 strong and this includes 15 Trainee Sappers 
who are busy acquiring their new skills at 1 RSME. The 
current manning is as follow:

Liability: 291 + 8 (ReM)   = 299
Held Strength (trained)       = 307 
Under training at RSME  = 17
Total QGE Strength  = 324

Sadly I have to inform you that the presence of QGE 
Commandos in 24 Cdo Engr Regt came to an end in Jan 
14.  Sgt Prithi Chhantyal was the last person to leave and 
quite rightly his name will go down in history as the “First in…
last out QGE Commando” unless we get another opportunity 
to serve with them in the future.  I must mention the 
opportunity to serve with 24 Cdo Engr Regt has developed 
QGE’s operational output immensely. Those individuals who 
served with 3 Cdo Bde have matured significantly and their 
contribution in developing their counterparts in the Regiment 
has been even more influential. QGE Sappers’ overall 
qualities have not changed in any way or shape but the way 
of doing business is now completely different. Results show 
that every event in the Regiment has developed a more 
competitive nature and the appetite  to WIN has become the 
norm for everyone. Despite no liability at 24 Cdo Engr Regt, 
QGE will continue to train new blood in the hope that the 
opportunity to serve in the Commando role will come again 
for these thrusting  individuals.    

Although currently fulfilling the Adv Search role in Afghanistan, 
the Regiment officially lost its “SEARCH” suffix on 1 Oct 13 
and was re-titled as 36 Engr Regt and the Queen’s Gurkha 
Engineers. 

Redundancy. Thankfully this is coming to the end soon. Out 
of 9 selected for Tranche 3,  4 have already left the Regiment 
and already settling into their new jobs while another 4 will be 
leaving the Regiment by 17 Jun 14. LCpl Amit Gurung has 
been successfully transferred into the RAMC as a Combat 
Med Tech and starts his new career with them on 28 Apr 14. 

The final tranche, (T4) was announced in Jan 14 and along 
with other BG cap-badges, QGE has also felt the impact and 
will loose 21 Cpl’s and below. The initial T4 yield for QGE was 
28 but this was reduced to 21 recently. RHQ QGE is doing its 
level best to minimise the actual numbers leaving the Army 
through redundancy via means of transfer. There has been 
some success in transfer into other Corps but ultimately all 
21 selected individuals will have to leave QGE. However I 
am confident many will transfer out successfully to the Wider 
Army.  

Suffice to say QGE has become an integral part of the Royal 
Engineers and the wider Army and will always maintain these 
standards in the years to come. Its versatility has been proven 
time and time again and no doubt whatever the future holds 
for QGE and its families it will always move forward with the 
same enthusiasm, pride and spirit. There have been some 
ups and down, achievements and disappointments but this 
has not eluded the capacity to demonstrate our operational 
effectiveness in all kinds of environments.  The Gurkha 
Ethos and Kaida which ties us together is continually getting 
stronger and the willingness to explore new avenues and 
opportunities remain high in the agenda of QGE Sappers.  
Jai QGE!

Honours and Awards 

Bowring Trophy 2013

21171806 Cpl Santosh Goley - Winner
21170994 Cpl Lilaram Rai  - Runner Up

Selection for Intermediate Regular Commission

21168756 Capt Kamalbahadur Khapung Limbu 

Selection for promotion to WO2 – 2013/14

21169347 SSgt Krishnakumar Pun

Promotion to SSgt – 2013/14

21179976 Sgt Prithibahadur Chhantyal

Promotion to Sgt – 2013/14

21169828 Cpl Sherbahadur Chongbang
21169982 Cpl Bikash Shrestha
21169990 Cpl Lalbahadur Rana
21170082 Cpl Devbahadur Pun
21170105 Cpl Ramprasad Phago
21170282 Cpl Bishnuprasad Gurung
21170758 Cpl Ganesh Rana Magar
21170376 Cpl Premkumar Jagebu Limbu
21170630 Cpl Ekabahadur Rai
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Promotion to Cpl 2013/14

21170655 LCpl Ashokkumar Limbu
21170761 LCpl Shivakumar Rai
21170828 LCpl Bheshbahadur Gurung
21170898 LCpl Deepak Rai
21170920 Cpl Nissan Lama
21170992 LCpl Rakesh Tamang
21170994 LCpl Lilaram Rai
21171042 LCpl Prakash Gurung
21171155 LCpl Bhimkumar Parangden
21171806 LCpl Santosh Goley

Promotion to LCpl 2013/14

21171370 Spr Rabin Thapa
21171564 Spr Pankaj Rai
21171742 Spr Ujjwalkumar Glan
21171930 Spr Amarsing Gurung
21171964 Spr Mirak Kandangwa
21172026 Spr Ganesh Khatri
30047618 Spr Rusal Thapa
30047635 Spr Kulbir Sapkota Pariyar
30048330 Spr Yuwaraj Lungphunwa Limbu
30048420 Spr Victor Fombo
30085132 Spr Dhaniprasad Ghale
30085135 Spr Amit Pun
30085150 Spr Manoj Gurung
30085152 Spr Roshan Budha Magar
30085664 Spr Deviram Rai
30085720 Spr Kiranpratap Rai
30085728 Spr Samir Thebe
30085687 Spr Dharmendra Dewan
30085777 Spr Topjang Rai

RETIREES 2013/14

558455 Maj Yogprasad Thapa
21167921 Capt Mohankumar Tamang
21168928 LCpl Pendulal Rai
21168981 WO2 Bhesbahadur Thapa
21168984 WO2 Manjitsingh Gurung
21168989 WO2 Jangabahadur Singjali
21168991 A/SSgt Kamal Gurung
21168992 WO2 Semanta Rai
21168995 SSgt Manbahadur Ale
21168999 SSgt Balram Pun
21169986 LCpl Dambahadur Pun
21170043 A/Cpl Karnabahadur Rai
21170085 Spr Indraprasad Subba Limbu
21170269 LCpl Dilbahadur Gurung
21170289 LCpl Hombahadur Gurung
21170330 LCpl Deependra Gurung
21170584 LCpl Lokendra Tumbahangphe
21170615 LCpl Prakash Rana
21170689 LCpl Amardip Thebe
21170776 LCpl Dayabahadur Gurung
21170918 Spr Prasan Rai
21170976 LCpl Bishnukumar Tamang
21171170 Spr Yogyaraj Khebang
21171531 Spr Bikash Gurung
21171642 Spr Narayan Thapa

21171656 Spr Ashok Ale
21171698 Spr Nitesh Gurung
21171762 Spr Samarpan Lawati
21171782 Spr Hemchandra Lingthep
21171794 Spr Joshan Rai
21171907 Spr Dilip Gurung

TRANSFEREES 2013/14

Royal Engineers as Clerks of Work

21170220 Cpl Dilbahadur Ringjali

Royal Engineers

21169635 Cpl Surendra Gurung
21170108 Cpl Mohan Thapa
21170251 LCpl Suryabahadur Gurung
21170548 LCpl Santosh Rai
21170973 LCpl Maniram Thapa Magar
21171096 LCpl Santosh Gurung
21171465 LCpl Dilbahadur KC
21171568 LCpl Santoshkumar Rai
21171127 Spr Binod Rai
21171599 Spr Kiran Shris
21171683 Spr Binod Gurung
21171885 Spr Shekhar Gurung
21171899 Spr Pradeepkumar Ale
21171911 Spr Sanjiv Gurung
30047706 Spr Sagar Paija
30047715 Spr Tejbahadur Giri
30048361 Spr Sanjay Maharjan

Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps (Health 
Care Assistant)

21171152 Spr Hemraj Rai
21171918 Spr Bishnubahadur Pun

Royal Army Medical Corps

21171298 LCpl Amit Gurung

BEST STUDENTS

RE Field Sect Comd

Cpl Prakash Gurung

PNCO CADRE (36 Engr Regt)

Spr Topjang Rai
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Standing: WO2 S Rai GSPS (GSA), Capt B B Bhandari QGE (GRCMO), Capt J Charlton RE (Adjt)
Sitting: Maj A Benn MBE RE (Dept Comdt), Maj E Gurung QGE (GM), Lt Col E G Robinson RE (Comdt), WO1 M Ashley RE (RSM)

69 GURKHA FIELD SQUADRON
Capt Fran Rizzuti RE, Sqn 2IC

Introduction

2013/2014 has been a busy time for 69 Gurkha Field 
Squadron with a hefty commitment to QGE social events, 
support to training, conducting a plethora of exercises and a 
key deployment on a Sqn level Joint Force Enabling Exercise 
(JFEE) to BATUS, Canada.  All this, whilst transforming from 
Search to Force Support and coming under command of 12 
(Force Sp) Engineer Group. 

Sqn Personality Changes

2013 saw a number of personality changes in the Sqn, most 
notably was the successful completion of two and half years 
as OC for Maj Andy Gooch and 2IC for Capt Ed Thompson; 
both having served in the Sqn with a distinct quality and 
were instrumental in the Sqn’s successes over their tenure.  
We were immensely privileged to welcome back Maj Mark 
Hendry as the new OC, having previously served in QGE 
as a Tp Comd, the Projects Officer (in Nepal) and as Sqn 
2IC.  On retirement, WO2 Manjit Gurung handed over SSM 
to WO2 Govinda Rana.  

Farewell golf tournament for WO2 (SSM) Manjit Gurung

On posting; Capts Purnasing Tamang, Bishwa Rai, Dale Luttig 
and Dave Snook handed over to Capt Hugo Englebrecht (Ops 
Offr), Capt Dirgha KC (Sp Tp Comd), Lt Chris Marris (I Tp 
Comd), Lt Tom Redding (H Tp Comd) and Lt Rob Richardson 
(G Tp Comd). 
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Back-to-basics, revising infantry skills on Ex BASIC KUKURI

Ex BASIC KHUKURI

The transformation to Force Sp started in earnest with a back-
to-basics exercise; Ex BASIC KUKURI, a Collective Training 
Level 1 exercise conducted on Pippingford Park Training 
Area with the aim being to revise and hone low level infantry 
skills.  The exercise was conducted in two phases; a learning 
demonstration phase and a knowledge cementing practical 
phase.  Like in Basic Training, all the field craft lessons were 
conducted by the Gurujis and afterwards the emphasis was 
placed firmly on the junior boys to apply them in practice.  
           
The Guard of Honour to the Nepal Army Chief of Army 
Staff (CoAS)

Following a request by HQBG, 9 Sep 14 saw a very 
privileged 69 Sqn provide the Honour Guard for the Nepal 
Army CoAS, Gen Gaurav SJB Rana on his official visit to 
the UK; in particular  Lt Marris with assistance from WO2 
(SSM) Govinda led 32 personnel from the Sqn and presented 
the Guard of Honour in true QGE fashion next to the Gurkha 
memorial at Horse Guards Avenue, London.  

Gen Gauray SJB Rana, the CGS and Col BG inspect the Guard of Honour

The diplomatic relations between Nepal and the UK started in 
1816 AD and ever since regular visits from military leaders from 
both countries have fostered a strong mutual understanding 
and friendship.  The guard of honour, representing the 
Brigade of Gurkhas, served as a perfect opportunity to play a 
part in further strengthening Nepal – UK relations.

Ex THREE PEAKS CHALLENGE GURKHA WAYS 

Climbing the ‘Three Peaks’ with a 25kg Doko!

Despite hectic Regtl, life WO2 (SSM) Govinda led a team 
of four and took part in Ex THREE PEAKS CHALLENGE 
GURKHA WAYS, a charity event he dreamed up himself with 
the aim of carrying 25kg in a Doko (a bamboo basket) and 
climbing the three highest mountains in the UK; Ben Nevis 
(Scotland), Scafell Pike (England) and Snowdon (Wales), 
all in under 36 hours.  The event was to raise money for 
the Gurkha Welfare Trust and to promote the Gurkha 200 
celebrations in 2015.  The team completed the challenge 
over the weekend of 21 Sep 13 in a time of 26 hrs and 35 
mins, raising £3650 as they went.  It was a huge privilege to 
present the cheque to Maj Gen T R Urch CBE, a trustee of 
the Gurkha Welfare Trust and Col of the Regt. 
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The team and support crew helped to raise £3650 for the 
Gurkha Welfare Trust

Ex WARPAINT 14

The Sqn has just completed a 3 month deployment to the 
British Army Training Unit Suffield (BATUS) in Canada 
on Ex WARPAINT 14, a JFEE. They have carried out 
essential repair, maintenance and construction tasks in 
support of BATUS.  The exercise has tested the artisan and 
combat engineer skills within the Sqn while improving the 
infrastructure around camp and on the prairie for future Battle 
Group level exercises. 

In mid-October the pre-advance party deployed to Canada 
to begin works at the EXCON facility on the Prairie.  It was 
identified early that the Canadian winter could seriously 
hamper ability to carry out ground works.  As the winter 
began to rear its ugly head, the team of POMs worked hard to 
complete a new drainage system around an existing building, 
a car park extension and a route upgrade. 

With an already healthy task tracker, the advance party, 
comprising of the Sqn key enablers, deployed ahead of 
the main body in January to set the stage.  After a week of 
collecting stores and taking over vehicles, the main body 
arrived.  Stepping off the plane was a shock as temperatures 
reached lows of -46oC.  With no time to adjust, the RSOI 
package began and preparation was soon underway, ready 
to step out the door the following week.  As the extreme cold 
posed new challenges to the Sqn, the REME attachment 
were finding out first hand it would be a never ending battle 
ensuring the Troops had the vehicles and equipment they 
needed each day.  Embedded within the Construction Troops 
were 6 Reservists from 107 Fd Sqn (V), 75 Engr Regt who 
integrated well, worked hard and quickly learnt what ‘Saheb’ 
and ‘Guruji’ were. 

No overseas deployment would have been complete without 
Adventure Training and as the Rocky Mountains and Trails 
End Camp were only 4 hours drive away from BATUS many 
members of the Sqn took up the opportunity to conduct 
skiing, ice climbing and dog sledding courses.  

Rear Operations Group 

The Rear Operations Group commanded by the Sqn 2IC and 
assisted by SSgt Khelendra, was a small party left in the rear 
to help support those deployed during Ex WARPAINT 14 and 
keep the Sqn ticking over.  With lots still going on back in the 
Regt it was a busy 3 months ensuring the OC and majority of 

the Sqn were kept up-to-date; booking career courses, MS, 
planning up-coming collective trg etc.   

The ROG. Sqn 2IC and Acting SSM busy at work

Achievements and Promotions

A team of seven led by Lt Richardson and assisted by Cpl 
Bhim took part in the Army Operational Shooting Competition 
(AOSC).  The team won Best Corps Unit and Best Engineer 
Unit.  There were some great individual achievements with 
Spr Bijaya and Spr Minkumar securing 19th and 34th positions 
in the Army 100 and they have both been selected for the 
Army Shooting Team.  Other events included a 36 Engr Regt 
team competing in Ex SNOW STAG, the Corps Snowboarding 
Championships in Neustift, Austria; led by Lt Redding it saw 
the novice team come third overall.  Lt Redding also came 
first in the Doko race whilst on his Nepali language course. 

Finally we must publicly congratulate a number of key 
individuals for their promotion; 

Cpls Bikash, Dev and Ganesh for their promotion to Sgt. LCpls 
Ashok, Lilaram, Nissan and Rakesh for their promotions to 
Cpl and Sprs Dharmendra, Ganesh, Mirak, Rabin, Ujjawl and 
Yuwaraj for their promotions to LCpl

During yet another busy and testing year the support the Sqn 
receives from all of it’s associated families continues to be 
extremely humbling and we must once again offer our thanks 
to our families.  The deployment to Canada was indeed 
challenging for all but we can hold our heads up high with the 
tasks completed and proudly look forward to fully engaging in 
the Force Sp re-role. Jai 69 Sqn. Jai QGE. 

Ex SNOW STAG, Austria
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EX WARPAINT Snapshots

The MWT moves representative bridge concrete blocks Clearing the razor wire fence at the resources yard

The Commanding Officer being back-briefed on the task in 
hand

Fabrication Troop working hard, putting their trade skills to 
good use

The Bobcat - the real Troop work horse Sqn Officers’ and Seniors’ Ski team with CO Saheb
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EXERCISE FOUR POINT TIGER

Before joining the British Army, we were asked why we 
wanted to join and one of our answers was to see the World. 
Our recent return from Afghanistan on Op HERRICK 17 gave 
us the opportunity to see this part of the World but it would 
be an Adventure Training expedition that would provide us 
with the chance to see a different area of our home country. 
As part of the reintegration to Sqn life, Ex FOUR POINT 
TIGER was born. The aim of the expedition was simple; each 
group would be made up of people not from that area, and as 
such they would be exercising in the opposite cardinal points 
to that of their birth place. This was in order to experience 
and understand the cultural and geographic diversity of 
Nepal whilst undertaking a physical and demanding level 3 
Adventure Training expedition. In total 56 members of the 
Sqn took part. 

Jiri Trek (Everest Region - East)

The East is dominated by the Sherpa, Tamang, Rai and Limbu 
people with a large Buddhist, Kiranti and Limbuwan influence 
that migrated from Tibet to this region. The actual trip took us 
from Jiri to Lobuche (140km) via the famous market town of 
Namche Bazaar and the Buddhist Monastery at Tengboche. 

 The Eastern Team outside Namche Bazar

The 4 teams in British Gurkhas Nepal along with Khil Thapa, ex QGE and owner of Gurkha Adventures 
who supported all 4 expeds

The expedition was extremely demanding with lots of uphill 
and downhill interspersed with slippery trails and all of this 
had to be achieved whilst trying to avoid mule trains on 
narrow cliff paths as we crossed our way through the valleys.  
We had the opportunity to visit a Buddhist Gumba and watch 
the Monks in prayer on ‘Buddha Jayanti’ (Buddha’s Birthday) 
and were also fortunate enough to celebrate with the runners 
of the Tenzing-Hillary Marathon at the finish point in Namche. 
Unfortunately we did not make it to Labouche (4910m) due 
to the poor weather but we were fortunate to witness some 
majestic views of Lhotse, Ama Dablan and Island Peak from 
Dingbouche. Due to the weather our return plane could not 
land at Lukla, so as a fitting finale, we chartered a helicopter, 
which offered a different perspective of the terrain that we 
had just crossed. 

Mountain Biking (Central)

This part of the expedition was always going to be a very 
challenging and ambitious undertaking with the proposed 
route expecting to cover over 500km in 12 days! With legs 
covering up to 70km a day over arduous ground and elements 
of the route following the toughest mountain biking challenge, 
the ‘YAK ATTACK1’, the realisation of the route soon hit home.  
Day 2 of the trip was extremely difficult with a 6hr climb to the 
top of a so-called ‘hill’, which resulted in our first casualty 
and severe heat exhaustion for many members of the group. 
The highlights of the route were the AMA SAMUHA, dancing 
groups, who entertained us with their traditional dances and 
the visit to the Gorkha Palace; the birthplace of Nepal and the 
town the Gurkhas get their name from. Due to the nature of 
the terrain the trip had to change and the remaining days were 
spent camping next to Phewa Lake in Pokhara. We made 
the most of day trips out to the local riding spots and had 
the opportunity to catch glimpses of the famous Annapurna 
Range and the iconic Macchapuchre (Fishtail) Mountain. 

1    See article in 2012 QGE  Magazine by Doug Brain
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Mustang (North)

The Northern part of the expedition was to the ‘Forbidden 
Kingdom’ of the Upper Mustang. This region is an area 
dominated by an arid mountain landscape and as such 
anyone that owns a large quantity of wood is regarded as 
a rich man! We started off with a bumpy ride to Jomsom 
that proved to be quite painful; however this provided us 
with beautiful views of the countryside which is something 
we would have missed if we had flown. From Jomsom we 
started our trek to Lo-Mantang. It took our team 3 days to 
get from Jomsom to Lo Manthang as we covered 65 Km and 
gained 3000m of elevation. Throughout we stayed in tea 
houses where the locals were always welcoming; sometimes 
mistaking us for a Korean trekking group. At times the trek 
was quite painful and tiring but a twice daily replenishment 
of Dhal Bhaat gave us the morale and energy needed to get 
through it. On reaching Lo-Mantang, which means, “Flat bed 
of land in the mountains” we had the privilege to meet the 
local King and share a cup of tea with him. 

Jumla (West)

This western leg of the expedition would see us travel to 
the remote area of Jumla in the mid-west region of Nepal 
to visit the country’s largest lake, Rara Taal. The route was 
to travel north to circumnavigate the lake before returning 
back to Jumla. The journey begun with the flight to Nepalganj 
from Kathmandu and overnight stay at the one of the hottest 
places of Nepal.  A special thanks to the hotel which provided 
air conditioning. However, we had to leave for a week or so 
when the group flew to Jumla, a remote air strip surrounded 

by big hills.  The lack of a monsoon season in this area 
caused the weather to be extremely hot. Due to extremely 
remote area and without any tea houses, the group set up it’s 
own tented camp each night. Sometimes this was by a river 
with sandy beach tracks and sometimes woodland tracks. 
We reached the lake in four days and we were immediately 
stunned by its clarity and peacefulness. Choosing to climb 
up the Chuchumare Danda (4097m) on our return leg was 
a great decision as we were rewarded with a bird’s eye view 
of the lake and the snow capped Himal to the north. Being in 
an area that has no shops we took it upon us to buy a goat 
and chicken which gave us a great morale boost by having 
meat for 2 days running. Before we left the area we had the 
opportunity to view the traditional Deuda Dance and songs 
of Sinja which highlighted the difference in traditions to ours. 
The next day we made our way back towards Jumla so that 
we could make the 2 flights required in order to return to 
Kathmandu.
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70 GURKHA FIELD SQUADRON
Capt Henry Crosby RE, Sqn 2IC

70 Gurkha Fd Sqn Ex SAILFISH 13/14

This year the Squadron’s focus was initially split between 
the joint goals of Op HERRICK 19 and Ex SAILFISH 13/14. 
For a week at least there seemed to be some boys in camp 
before they started heading off on the next round of training… 
Clearly Op HERRICK 19 was the Squadron’s main effort, 
force generating and deploying three High Assurance Search 
(HAS) Teams and A/Cpl Sunil Rana into the Reception 
Staging and Onward Integration (RSOI) training team. 
However, that only accounted for one Troop and so the rest of 
the Squadron were instead focussed on deploying to Kenya, 
on Ex SAILFISH 13/14 a Joint Force Enabling Exercise 
(JFEE) to provide the Military Construction Force (MCF) to 
build the next stage of the Laikipia Airbase (East) (LAB(E)) 
Infrastructure Plan.

The HERRICK 19 toli had completed their HAS courses and 
in January formed the newly ORBATed K ‘HERRICK’ Troop. 
Mission Specific Training (MST) kicked off immediately with 
the main element seeming to be driver training; inevitably it 
wasn’t the main event just the most difficult to juggle. At the 
same time individual courses were booked to get the guys up 
to speed on radio equipment and appointments with men in 
white coats to get everyone’s biometric data to ensure they 
wouldn’t end up being arrested by the Afghan Police. 

Ex HERRICK 19 Adv Search Team undergoing training

After Easter things spiced up on the searching front a little 
more with a myriad of training serials to get the teams working 
together and honing their Search skills. All this built up to their 
deployment to Jordan on Ex PASHTUN LINKS 6. A return to 
Jordan for some but this time in the role of exercising troops: 
out in the heat of the sun doing demanding Search training 
whilst others worried about keeping the camp running this 
time! Whilst out in Jordan the teams were put through their 
paces on Search tasks in as realistic a training environment 
as possible, culminating in a short exercise working out of 
Patrol Bases. 

Because of the drawdown of forces in Afghanistan the EOD 
& Search Group was due to be reduced in line with this and 
as such the teams from 70 Squadron were to be cut from the 
ORBAT. Thanks to the teams’ performance, as the best three 
teams on the exercise the OC EOD & Search Group applied 
to cut teams from his own Squadron (17 Fd Sqn (EOD)) 
instead, allowing the boys to deploy in their place. After more 
training with the Brigade Reconnaissance Force (BRF), Lt 
Waddington’s team deployed on Op HERRICK 19 in late 
August to support the BRF in theatre for 6 months. Shortly 
after, Sgt Sanman and his team deployed on their 4 month 
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tour whilst Sgt Evans and his team manned the Battlefield 
Casualty Replacement (BCR) commitment back in camp and 
waited for the rotation when they could deploy.

Meanwhile, the bulk of the Sqn were gearing towards 
deploying out to Kenya to play cricket… I mean contribute to 
the build of the British Training Camp out there. Again, before 
Easter this involved plenty of individual refresher courses to 
get the boys who hadn’t touched their trade for a while up to 
speed. The main focus in Kenya was going to be concreting 
and so some collective training was planned to build a small 
concrete pad on camp as a camp improvement. Meanwhile 
the HQ were busily producing Gantt charts and tomes 
of paperwork to plan every detail. Then from Easter,  Ex 
SAILFISH personnel deployed and the offices in Maidstone 
were bare again.

After a brief familiarisation of the surroundings in Kenya the 
boys tucked into the two tasks the Sqn had been given. The 
main effort was a secure building to house radio equipment 
and act as a control centre; with a concrete ceiling this was 
what kept WO2 Wilman, our tame Clerk of Works, up at night. 
The concept being essentially to build a reinforced concrete 
pad 7 feet in the air: a real test for the tradesmen! The second 
main task was to build an accommodation and welfare facility 
for the Locally Employed Civilians (LECs). Obviously it would 
be too easy if the buildings were similar in any way and this 
was started from scratch involving all of the foundations 
being measured, dug and set. This involved LCpl Rashon 
‘powerfloating’ a lot of concrete! (below)

Whilst deployed the Sqn also managed to complete a number 
of community engagement tasks, the most significant of 
which was the construction of a cricket ground for the Maasai 
Cricket Warriors team. After constructing the cricket ground it 
was only fitting that the Sqn should play the Maasai Warriors 
team in the inaugural match of T20 Cricket. The Sqn narrowly 
lost however by a stroke of luck the Maasai Team toured the 
UK later in the year and a rematch was held at Invicta Park 
Barracks where the Sqn won in good style.

The second half of the year has been predominantly focussed 
on completing the re-role of the Squadron to become a pukkha 
Field Squadron for the first time in it’s history. With summer 
leave a distant memory it dusted off the combat engineering 

PAMs and headed down to Weymouth for the Sqn’s first 
bridging camp in many years. This laid the foundations for a 
later Combat Engineering exercise bringing the Squadron to 
Collective Training Level 1 by 1 Oct 13 and getting to grips 
with some of the finer points of Force Support.

Above and below: Wyke Regis Training Area

One of these points is providing support to the Very High 
Readiness Field Hospital, a commitment that will be held on 
rotation by the Squadrons and which 70 Squadron were the 
first to take on. A section deployed on Ex JORVIC LOOK, the 
Regiment’s first proper Force Support exercise, to provide 
engineer support to 2 Medical Brigade on 11 October. After 
an initial brief the section deployed to South Cerney with 22 
Field Hospital to build a fully functional field hospital: complete 
with X-ray facilities. Within 12 hrs of starting construction, 
the section provided mobility support by laying trackway, 
providing electricity and ablutions; vital assets without which 
exercise would not have been able to run. Subsequently the 
section was nearly deployed to the Philippines in the wake of 
the typhoon in December.

November saw ‘Cadre season’ set upon the Squadron and 
it was well represented on three separate cadres, picking up 
six new LCpls off the Square and qualifying a further nine 
for promotion in future. Thulo Syabash to LCpls Dhan Ghale, 
Sundar Adhikari, Deviram Rai, Topjang Rai, Samir Thebe and 
Roshan Buddha Magar and to everyone who put maximum 
effort in the toughest month of their careers to date.
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Aside from the Squadron outputs a little time was found for 
some education and fun. In February the Sqn managed to 
escape to Cornwall in a period of unseasonably good weather 
for a spot of multi-activity AT. Going to the west coast in early 
February one might have expected to be wringing out their 
clothes from the rain at the end of each day but instead were 
blessed by good weather and the boys managed to have a 
taster of sea kayaking, mountain biking and abseiling. 

In late March, Waddington Saheb managed to find time away 
from training for Op HERRICK to take 71 boys from the Sqn 
to France and Belgium on a Battlefield Study. Picking off a 
number of key WWI sites the team managed to gain a real 
sense of what it was like fighting in that war: everyone except 
Marsh Saheb that is, as most of the briefs from Maj(Retd) 
Corrigan Saheb were in Nepali, leaving him slightly confused.

On the sporting front, a team of five members from the Regiment 
took part in RE and Divisional Squash championships this 
year. League matches were played between two pools for the 
Unit Championship. After beating 101 EOD, the team went 
head to head with HQ Army at the finals. Spr Sujan Jwarchan 
played a very competitive 5 set match against Maj General 
Urch and won the final team event. Spr Sujan also became 
runner up in the Under 25 Singles and won the Plate contest. 
He has now been selected for the Army U25 Squad.

Col BG Saheb visiting 70 Gurkha Fd Sqn

Looking to the future, the pace of life does not look to be 
slowing. The Sqn will deploy in February on a field exercise 
to hone our Force Support skills and a Troop will be heading 
home to Nepal in March to carry out two community project 
tasks and squeeze in some Adventurous Training. The 
projects will aim to extend relations with the Gurkha Welfare 
Scheme and Brigade of Gurkhas, exercising core Sapper 
skills to assist Nepalese society.    Jai 70 Sqn!
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EX SAILFISH 13/14 SNAPSHOTS


