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DASHAIN 2069
Dashain is the time of celebration, reunion and remember the loved 
ones who are far and away.  The festival certainly lived up its name, 
especially with majority of 69 Sqn being away in Afghanistan.  Those 
who remained back in Maidstone along with Punditji, GM Saheb and 
Pujari team prayed for a successful and prosperous year ahead. In 
particular, everyone prayed for a safe and successful tour for those 
who were deployed in Operation.  Although the ritual and religious 
formalities were conducted on the actual days, the celebration part 
(Kalaratri Night Celebration) took place on Sat 20 Oct 12, 2 days before 
the actual Kalaratri Night.  

As usual, the ABLE hanger was decorated in Dashain theme and 
it really looked the part.  The place was even brighter with all the 
ladies and children’s dazzling traditional Nepalese costumes. The 
atmosphere was full of happiness and in a joyous mood which could 
only be matched by absolutely delicious Bada Khana. Dashain special 
messages from Herrick deployed personnel including the Comdt Saheb 
were broadcasted on the night, reminding everyone that Dashain truly 
is the time to be together with the loved ones from far and away. 

The entertainment package this year was slightly different but fully 
entertaining. We could not have asked more from our very own, ever 
reliant brilliant performances from the children, families and soldiers. 
On top of this the professional artists from Nepal and the enhanced 
sound system made the night even livelier. Icing on cake came from the 
BFBS staffs from Shorncliffe who kindly accepted our request to anchor 
the entertainment programme on the night. It was a fitting send off for 
the chief guests Col Comdt Gen Bill Saheb and Memsaheb as this was 
their last Dashain as the Col Comdt QGE.  

One of the biggest strengths of any Gurkha soldier is his belief in the 
culture and the tradition, and we always try to maintain it wherever we 
go. Creating an appropriate atmosphere is all about imagination and the 
will, and 69 Sqn personnel deployed in Afghanistan as part of EOD and Search Task Force made a time to celebrate ‘Operational 
Dashain 2012’ in Camp Bastion on 23 Oct 13.  All the ingredients of a good Dashain including traditional dance, food, the mass 
and of course, the ritual formalities were there. While the WO2(SSM) Manjit Gurung conducted the ritual formalities the Comdt 
QGE Lt Col Robinson Saheb bestowed Tika to everyone.  Everyone present including the chief guest Comd Joint Force Engr 
Col Winkworth seemed to have fully enjoyed the celebration.
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Dashain 2012 RMB Chivenor
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QGEA Chairman’s Letter
Tony Harking

The content of this 
magazine testifies 
to how busy the 
Regiment has been 
over the past year, 
both operationally and 
through the changes 
the Strategic Defence 
and Security Review 
and Future Army 2020 
are bringing.   For the 
Association, the year 
has been characterised 
by concentration on 

developing our underpinning administration and in seeking to 
make the Association more attractive to all ranks that have or 
are currently serving with the Regiment.  This is an important 
issue as we seek to ensure the Association remains relevant 
for the future and provides the focus for friendship and 
camaraderie that has always been at the heart of its purpose.

To that end, we were finally able to bring the Association, 
Regimental Trust and Perowne Trust together in a single 
organisation that will reduce the cost of administration 
whilst ensuring the work of each element continues.  So, for 
example, the Regimental Association in Nepal is working to 
find suitable candidates who can benefit from funding from 
the Perowne Scholarship Trust.  By working together, we will 
ensure the new organisation can be more effective.  In all 
of this we continue to be very grateful to the Commandant, 
Gurkha Major and all ranks of QGE for their support and for 
their enormous hospitality on Regimental occasions.  In the 
coming year we will see a handover of our President, Lt Gen 
(Retd) Sir David Bill which we will mark at the Regimental 
Birthday in September and I hope we will see a continued 
increase in our membership from both Gurkha and British all 
ranks who are or who have served with the Regiment.

Jai QGE 

Calling all Golfers:

If you play golf and would be interested in representing 
the QGEA in GBA golf tournaments please contact the 
Secretary as Tony Kerr, who has until now, organised the 
Association’s participation, is looking to hand over this 
not very onerous task to someone younger.

WANTED – QGEA HISTORICAL 
MEMBER

We are seeking a QGEA Member 
to join the QGEA Committee as our 
Historical Member.  

The role would involve working with 
the Regiment’s Heritage Officer to 
collate information that will enable 
an author to write the next volume of 
the Regimental History covering the 
period 1996 to 2015. 

If any member is interested in 
undertaking this worthwhile and 
rewarding role would they please 
contact the Secretary by either 
e-mailing jfalwheels@o2.co.uk or 
calling 02392 594661.
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KATHMANDU UPDATE
A QGE DINNER WITH THE CHIEF OF GENERAL 
STAFF
Major (Retd) Haribahadur Thapa   

We heard the news from Commander BGN sahib of  General 
Sir Peter Wall sahib’s visit in November 2012, but the 
programme was so tight that only the Regimental Association 
members will meet him in Kathmandu.  At first, QGE burho 
party were a bit disappointed, however, after few days, Major 
Surjabahadur sahib received an e-mail from Commander 
sahib asking him to arrange a team of ten QGE buro party 
for those who know the General sahib well to attend the 
dinner party at his residence on 19 Nov 2012.  After this, 
Surjabahadur sahib was busy in ringing available Kathmandu 
based members and finally he was able to gather a team of 
ten QGE members.  

Hon Maj Bhimbahadur Gurung welcoming the CGS

All burho party arrived at Mills saheb’s official residence 
at the British Embassy at 1900 hours.  As usual, after the 
drinks and tipan tapan, the President of QGE Regimental 
Association, Major Bhimbahadur Gurung MVO MBE 
welcomed the General sahib with a khada on behalf of the 
QGE members and gave a short speech wishing him to have 
an enjoyable visit in Nepal.  He also requested the General 
sahib to bring his mem sahib whenever he next visits Nepal.  
In return, the General sahib also thanked the Bhim sahib 
and the QGE team and gave a short speech and apologised 
for not accompanying with mem sahib due to a very short 
visit.  The General sahib was delighted to meet old friends 
and he also said that he met his counterpart, General Gaurav 
Shamsher Rana of Nepal Army who was in the same  RMA 
Sandhurst  intake as CGS and both of them have remained 
very close friends since then.  During the Generals gafsaf he 
said to Nepali General Gaurav Shumsher Rana that political 
situation of Nepal was some “Ganjemanje”.  In reply, the 
Nepali General said that “we call it “Gajayanmajyang”.  We all 
had a good laugh and General sahib also learned a few new 
Nepali words from him.  General sahib was fluent in Nepali 
even though it has been a long time since we last meet him. 

NEPAL UPDATES

General sahib was very delighted to  meet both Sgt 
Binam Rana QGE (serving in BGN) and 21162795 LCpl 
Krishnabahadur Rai ex QGE at the dinner. Sgt Binam was the 
General sahib’s driver whilst he was serving in the MOD as a 
Lt General in 2008.  However, LCpl Krishna was his orderly 
and Nepalese language Guru whilst the General sahib was 
serving in QGE as a Training Officer between 1984 - 1986.  

The time moved so quickly and we had to disperse at 2200 
hours.  All the burho party thoroughly enjoyed the evening 
with the General sahib, recapping old memories of Hong 
Kong.  On behalf of all the burho party, I would like to thank 
Mills sahib for an excellent bandobast and superbeals at 
his residence.  I hope we will meet again in the near future.  
Salaam and Jai QGE.

The CGS sahib with his orderly and Guru of Nepali 
language, LCpl Krishnbhadur Rai

A group photo of QGE members with the General Saheb

QGE REGIMENTAL BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
IN KATHMANDU
Lt (Retd) Ravindra Sahi

The Kathmandu based members of the QGERAN celebrated 
the 64th Regimental Birthday on Saturday 29th September 
2012.  The Commander BGN, Col A M Mills QGE and former 
General of Indian Army, Maj Gen (retd) Joshep Iswariah (ex 
Indian Army) were also in attendance which made the event 
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more special.  Maj Gen Joshep Iswariah helped to construct 
Tribhuwan International Airport in Kathmandu and also a road 
project from Birgunj to Hetauda as a young Bengal Sapper 
Officer in early 1950.

Once all the guests had arrived the main event started at 
1130 hours. A short welcome speech was given by the 
President, Major (retd) Bhimbahadur Gurung MVO MBE, 
followed by the reading of the Regimental history.   A cake 
cutting ceremony was conducted by the Commander BGN, 
Hon Major Bhimbahadur Gurung MVO MBE and Sgt Binam 
Rana QGE, a serving QGE member in BGN who was the 
main  sponsor of the cake.

The atmosphere was lively and everyone was very relaxed, 
chatting and sharing their old stories.  At 1330 hours, it was the 
time for traditional Nepali ‘bhat dal’ and the guests and ladies 
were asked to start first. This auspicious and remarkable 
day was an opportunity for everyone to meet each other and 
reminisce about the past.  The QGE day celebration was 
undoubtedly a huge success and everyone had played their 
part in making this Regimental Birthday a memorable one. 

Finally, on behalf of all members, I would like to thank 
the Chairman, Hon Maj Surjabahadur Thapa MVO and 
his committee members for their hard work.  Similarly, all 
members of the Association would like to thank the QGEA 
(UK) for providing financial support to run this event from the 
very beginning. I hope to see you all again next year. Jai QGE.

The Comd BGN (Centre), Hon Maj Bhimbahadur Gurung 
(left) and Sgt Binam Rana are cutting the Birthday Cake

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE IN BRITISH 
GURKHAS NEPAL
Lt (Retd) Ravindra Sahi

A Remembrance Day Service was held in British Gurkhas 
Nepal starting at 1040 hours on Friday 11 November 2012 
to honour the Great Britain's war dead.  The Deputy Chief 
of Staff (DCOS) of BGN, Major J H Thompson explained the 
significance of the day.  Similarly, the Gurkha Major, Major 
Hitman Gurung MVO explained in Nepali.  The administration 
and organisation for the parade was managed by the OC 
BGK, Major D J Hendry PARA and who commanded the 
parade himself.  

The service was marked with two minutes silence and attended 
by all serving members, civilian staff of BGN and more than 
150 members from all Regimental Associations were present 
at the parade.  This year, the service parade was celebrated 
in a big way and as a result, altogether  350 personnel were 
in attendance, mainly from Regimental Associations Nepal.  A 
sum of NCRs 16,677 was collected from the selling of poppy 
flowers and this amount were sent to Royal British Legion.  A 
bundle of thanks go to all personnel who donated generously 
towards this good cause.  The wreaths were laid at the foot 
of the memorial by the DCOS, on behalf of the British Army, 
The Gurkha Major BGN, on behalf of the Brigade of Gurkhas.  
Similarly, the Civil Labour Officer, on behalf of all BGN LECs 
and the Senior Regt Association Representative - on behalf 
of all Regt Associations laid wreaths.

The poppies were worn by all attendants and the bugler and 
Piper sounded the last post and reveille.  The BGN piper also 
played suitable laments during the wreath laying ceremony.  
After the service functions, tea/coffee and tipan tapan were 
served for all attendants.  Following the refreshments, a 
roast lunch with roast chicken and roast pots and seasonal 
vegetables were served.  After the lunch, all personnel and 
guests were retired to the Yatri Niwas Mess for drinks and 
gap sap.   

Finally, this was a unique day in the BGN and Regimental 
Associations calendar.  Not only it was a day during which we 
were able to honour those who served and died in numerous 
conflicts around the world, but it was also an opportunity to 
bring together the serving and ex-servicemen community 
here in the Kathmandu to meet and socialise.

QGE contingent at the BGN Remembrance Day Service 

A WELCOME/FAREWELL LUNCH IN 
KATHMANDU
Lt (Retd) Ravindra Sahi

In order to honour and bid farewell to 4 QGE serving 
members in the BGN, a curry lunch was held on Saturday 02 
Mar 2013.  Altogether 13 members of the QGERAN residing 
in Kathmandu, gathered at the Samrat Café in Jawalakhel.

As usual, the President of QGERAN, Honorary Major 
Bhimbahadur Gurung MVO, MBE welcomed all new members 
with khadas.  Similarly, he blessed Sgt Binam Rana and his 
family with a khada and wished them the very best of life 
in Maidstone.  The gathering lasted for about 3 hours and it 



would not have been an enjoyable one without the hard work 
of the Chairman, Honorary Major Surjabahadur Thapa MVO 
and the Secretary, Captain Manilal Thapa. The following 
incoming/outgoing members were present:

Capt Diwan Limbu QOGLR.  Diwan sahib did his Basic 
Combat Engineer in  39 Trg Party in Hong Kong.  He and 
his family arrived in Nepal in Sep 2012 to take over the 
appointments of MTO/2IC in BGN.  

Sgt Topbahadur Thapa Magar QGE.  Sgt Topbahadur is 
from 1996 Intake and did his Basic Combat Engineer Training 
with 50 Trg Party in the UK.  He arrived in Nepal  to take over 
the post of Assistant RSM/Assistant MTO from Sgt Binam 
Rana QGE.  

Cpl Govinda Tamang QGE.  Cpl Govinda did his basic 
training in the UK with 53 Trg Party.  He joined the Brigade of 
Gurkhas in 1999.  He has taken up post a RP Cpl, PTI, Fire 
NCO and many more other jobs besides.

Sgt Binam Rana QGE.  Sgt Binam joined the BGN in 2011 
as Assistant RSM/Assistant MTO and did nearly two years in 
post .  He returned to QGE in early Apr 2013 with his family.  
He is from 49 Trg Party and did his Basic Combat Training in 
the UK.  Sgt Binam was also the chauffeur for present CGS 
when the General was in the MOD in 2008 in the rank of Lt 
General.  Sgt Binam Rana  was a very helpful member and 
will be sorely missed by all Sappers living in Kathmandu. 

A group photo of members

Incoming/Outgoing members posing for a photo with the 
president (Far left) and Chairman (Far right)
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DHARAN UPDATE
Hon Lt (QGO) Bhim Raj Limbu

Committee Members:
President: Capt (Retd) Kharka Bahadur Limbu
Vice President:  Hon Lt Bhim Raj Limbu
Treasurer: SSgt Kul Bahadur Limbu
Secretary: Spr Ghanendra Subba                                                  
                                                                             
64th QGE DAY CELEBRATION IN DHARAN

On the day of 29th September 2012 from 10am everyone 
began to assemble at the Sainik Bhawan to celebrate the 
64th QGE Birthday. Our expectation was that only 30-40 
would be present however, it surprised when 76 arrived 
including ladies and children. It would not be wrong to say 
that one or two would be leaving every year for a second 
career  overseas.  Many of those who are stationed in around 
the eastern regions managed to turn up,  smartly dressed 
with the Regimental Ties on. The presence of the ladies and 
children made us even more proud and reminded that we 
were still in the QGE Paltan (Familywala). 

Hon Capt Jamansing Rai saheb and Ex-SSgt, Kulbahadur 
Limbu both managed to attend, although they recently 
returned from Australia and the UK respectively. Capt Bhakta 
Rai saheb accompanied with (RWSP) and the (GWS) 
members were also in present too, although they had to 
attend another party at the AWCC Dharan.
                   
Well, every one, with drinks in hand was busy in chatting in 
groups and the numberies and gurujis, young and old soldiers 
all looked busy. Even the ladies looked busy too. The saying 
“Long time noo see” is correct.  Because it has already been 
one year since the last birthday, so it was the right time, right 
day and right place to be together. It is a great pleasure and 
privilege to have all in one place, as the QGE families.
                        
The programme for the day announced by ex-Sgt, Kharka 
Samsher Limbu on behalf of the Secretary, Ghanendra 
Subba who went to UK fortnight earlier. As soon as the 
President, Capt, Kharka Bahadur Limbu (KB) was in his seat, 
a welcome speech was delivered by Ex WO2 Hith Bahadur 
Magar, who highlighted the significance of the birthday.
      
When the welcome speech was over, Kharka Samsher 
requested everyone to stand-up to pay a tribute and observed 
one minute silence in the “memory of those who had passed 
away and rested in the peace”. When all had taken their 
seats, KB sahib then read out the Regimental Routine Orders 
which reminded us of the history about “When and how” the 
Gurkhas were  first enlisted into Royal Engineers; how the 
Gurkha Training Squadron was formed and so.   We felt very 
proud of QGE’s tasks and what they are doing in the UK .  
   
Then the Birthday Cake cutting ceremony was held. The 
Cake was cut by the senior sahib Hon Capt, Jamansing Rai 
and distributed to all present. 
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A group photograph taken outside the Sainik Bhawan

After that KB sahib stood up and said “Let us propose a toast 
to  QGE”. So everyone stood-up holding drinks in their hands 
and made a toast to QGE, shouting loudly “Long Live QGE”. 
Then tit-bits items being served along with the drinks, it was 
spicy, hot, tasty, and delicious.  At about 2:30 pm, KB sahib 
gave a short and valuable speech, thanking all members, their 
families and children for making the 64th QGE Day a memorable 
and successful day. He also thanked the committee members 
and the team, who made everything possible.

Last but not the least, he said Dashain was near and wished 
everyone a prosperous time and that he looked forward to meet 
everyone again next year on the 65th QGE Day. Before ending 
up the valuable speech, he thanked the QGEA (UK) from the 
bottom of his heart for their “Generous Financial Contribution” 
as for every year. And so he ended up speech saying “JAI 
QGE”. With the programme coming to an end the announcer 
shouted the “the buffet was ready to be served on the tables 
and requested the Ladies and Children go first followed by the 
Gentlemen. Having eaten the buffet, one by one the guests 
took their leave as some had travelled from as far as Morang,  
saying see you next year about 40-50 kms away.                                                       

DARJEELING UPDATE
The 64th Birthday Celebration 
WO2 (Retd) Tilakman Thapa 

The 64th QGE Birthday was celebrated on 28th September 
2012 at Jagdip Hotel Mirik, Kurseong Sub Division. The party 
was organized by the Mirik members led by WO2(Retd) 
Tilakman Thapa. The weather was good and so most of the 
members from Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Kurseong, Siliguri and 
Sukhiapokhari were able to attend. 

The event commenced at 11:00 am with the welcome speech 
by WO2 (Retd) Tilakman Thapa and the offering of a khada 
to the branch president Lt A K Zimba, senior members 
Capt Balkrishna Pradhan, WO1(Retd) Chandra Sing Lama, 
SSgt(Retd) Purna Bahadur Chettri and senior ladies. The 
president then took over the proceedings. He welcomed all 
the members present for the 64th QGE Birthday Celebration 
and called for a minute silence to be observed in honour 
of those members who had passed away that year. He 
then read out the special routine order issued by Lt Col E 

G Robinsion RE, Comdt QGE, after which he presented the 
financial statement for the last year. The honour of cutting the 
birthday cake was given to Capt (Retd) Balkrishna Pradhan 
(senior officer) and after that a toast was raised to the Queen 
and QGE, Jai QGE, Sadai QGE balky rashes.  It was a great 
gathering with a lot of gopsop, drinks, tidbits, delicious lunch. 
It was extremely interesting and enjoyable day for all the 
members and their wives.

The President thanked WO2 (Retd) Tilakman Thapa and 
all the members of Mirik for organising such an excellent 
party. He also thanked Maj Hukumraj Sahib, Lt Ravi Sahib 
and Mr Dawa Zimba for helping us to get some funding, and 
the QGE magazine. Finally, the President on behalf of all the 
retired members and their families of Darjeeling thanked the 
President, the Chairman QGEA and all the members of the 
QGE Association for their kind contribution to the day.

Jai QGE

POKHARA UPDATE 

CGS & Chairman GWT’s visit to KAAA BGN 
Projects in Gorkha and Dhading
Maj (Retd) Judbahadur Gurung, ex QGE

Chief of the General Staff and Chairman GWT, Sir Peter 
Wall did a flying visit of the KAAA BGN Projects during his 
short visit to Nepal on the 19 November 2012. He was shown 
around and briefed  by KAAA BGN Coordinating Officer Maj 
(Retd) Judbahadur Gurung, ex QGE. 

He first visited 90 KW Chhotay Khola Micro Hydro Electricity 
Project at Kasigaon VDC in Gorkha, which was built by 
KAAA BGN in the FY 2010/11. He was then flown to Dhading 
where they visited Dejom Danda the upper end of the Gravity 
Ropeway & also had lunch whilst looking down the Ankhu 
Khola. They then visited the 45 KW Linjo Micro Hydro 
Electricity Project, which is located at the foothill of Ganesh 
Himal, the last village of Dhading District which used to be 
the main hub of Maoists activity during the insurgency. Finally 
we visited Supchet Gravity Ropeway Project the lower end 
in addition to the Supchet Tile Factory, Supchet Solar Home 
Lighting project. With the completion of the Gravity Ropeways 
at Lapa VDC in Dhading, goods can be transported within 10 
minutes from the Lower to the Upper end. Before the gravity 
system was installed it took 4 hours one way uphill to reach 
one’s destination. It was a great privilege for KAAA BGN 
to host the new Colonel Commandant Brigade of Gurkhas 



. The CGS was accompanied throughout the visit by the 
Commander BGN Colonel Andrew Mills and the AMA to the  
CGS, Captain Clodia O’Neill.

CGS receives a welcome from the Kasigoan Community

The Pokhara A-Team celebrating the 64th Birthday

HONG KONG UPDATE
Celebration of 64th QGE Anniversary in Hong 
Kong: 30 Sep 2012
Lt (QGO) (Retd) Gopal Gurung

This year The Queen’s Gurkha Engineers 64th Birthday 
celebration was held in Perowne Barracks on 30 September 
2012. The venue was the old QGOs’ Mess. Approximately 
109 QGE members, their families, sons/daughters of ex QGE 
and honourable guests attended the function.

First and foremost, our sincere thanks go to the Trustees and 
Senior Management of the Crossroads Foundation for kindly 
allowing us to use their facilities for this special occasion. 
For those who are not aware, Perowne Barracks belongs to 
a charity called Crossroads Foundation. Special thanks go 
to Capt (Retd) CB Gurung for liaising with the Foundation. I 
would also like to thank WO2 (SSM) Jagat Gurung and Cpl 
Khadka Rai for their hard work and generosity in making this 
event so successful.

Our heartiest thanks also go to 19 sponsors who donated 
from HK$500 to $3,000 for this celebration. In return they 
were presented with our Regimental T-shirts which were 
kindly sent by the Gurkha Major, Ekbahadur Gurung. For your 
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information next year our Hong Kong team will produce the 
65th Anniversary T-shirts. Proposed design will be forwarded 
to all QGE Associations and RHQ in due course. 

Prior to our official program everyone had a good time 
visiting Perowne Barracks where they once lived, played 
and cried. Currently QGO’s Quarters are occupied by 
Crossroads Foundation’s  married staff and some are used 
as transit accommodation for overseas visitors. Some OR 
Quarters are used by single staff while the rest are vacant. 
The Main Cookhouse is used as a storage hall, the NAAFI 
as a packaging centre and the Indoor Range as the main 
logistic reception centre. The Children’s’ School is used as 
a Volunteer Reception Centre and in one of the classrooms 
a coffee shop is being set up which will be opened to all 
visitors. Our main venue, the QGO’s Mess, is mainly used for 
cooking lunch for volunteers. The Parade Square is the place 
where all containers are packed and goods sent to various 
destinations around the world.  
 
The event started with WO2 Jagat’s opening speech followed 
by thanks/welcome speech by Lt Gopal and then Capt. CB 
Gurung’s short speech in English. The Special Routine Orders 
was read by Capt (Retd) Richard Beazley Saheb. This was 
followed by the QGE cake cutting and champagne opening. 
Everyone had a great time and it was time to reminisce about 
the good old days. It was a historical occasion to be able to 
celebrate QGE Day in Perowne Barracks which was once our 
home away from home. I believe everyone had a great time 
and certainly for me it brought a lot of good memories back. 
Everyone is looking for similar gathering next year. JAI QGE!
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MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES

EARLY DAYS
Brig (Retd) Hank Bowen 

When we read articles written by young sappers of The 
Queens Gurkha Engineers in the Sapper Magazine and we 
hear of Gurkha Warrant Officers transferring into the Corps of 
Royal Engineers Clerk-of-Works roster and Gurkha Officers 
and Sergeants advising Infantry Lieutenant Colonels on the 
engineer support to all arms we sometimes forget that it was 
not always like this!

General Lance Perowne, our first Colonel of the Regiment, 
in his book ‘Gurkha Sapper’ wrote of some of the initial 
difficulties. Much thought was given to the proper composition 
of the several Corps units (Sappers, Signals and Transport) 
and insofar as the Engineers were concerned the possibility 
of recruiting a proportion of menial and semi-menial artisans 
(carpenters, blacksmiths) was dismissed as this conformed to 
the practice of the Brigade of Gurkhas as a whole to recruit only 
from martial clans. It was recommended that equal numbers 
of Limbu/Rai and Magar/Gurung with a small component of 
Thakur and Newar jats would be recruited.  However, the 
policy left some doubts, not only as to the actual training of 
the Gurkha soldier to a trade but also the acceptance by him  
and in the eyes of his peers  of any stigma that may arise 
from such trade training.  Thus the Laws of Manu branded 
quite clearly certain vocations such as wheelwright and joiner 
as not appropriate for a kshatriya or warrior.  However, over 
the years there had been a gradual release from many social 
and caste conventions, so much so that a needy Brahmin 
could occasionally resort to simple carpentry!  Discussions 
with Gurkha officers disclosed that except for the trade of 
blacksmith there was no objection or obstacle to the concept 
of a soldier artisan. Strict interpretation, however, could 
include such trades as engine fitter, vehicle mechanic, sheet 
metal worker and armourer in this classification.  To resolve 
this problem a panchayat was convened in 1950 under the 
chairmanship of a Brigade Commander (Brigadier Hedley) 
a Battalion Commander  (Lieutenant Colonel GC Graham) 
two Gurkha Majors, a Gurkha Captain and two Bahun. The 
council, representative of both Magar/Gurung and Rai/Limbu 
debated at length all facets of the subject while demonstrations 
of the craft were given by British sappers. The conclusion 
was finally reached that there existed no valid reason why 
a Gurkha soldier should not train as a smith provided that 
the trade should only be referred to by its English name and 
never that of kami or lohar. It may seem astonishing that the 
problem of trades and trades training should have assumed 
such proportions, however, an earlier incident showed that 
such prejudices did exist.  Eleven men were discharged in 
1949  as ‘unsuitable’ because they had objected to unloading 
Bailey panels from a railway wagon because work was ‘coolie 
work’ and, therefore, unsuitable to a soldiers calling!

These early days were not easy.  There were many within the 
Brigade of Gurkhas and within the Corps of Royal Engineers 
who doubted the wisdom of the policy and the capacity of 

Gurkhas to form a divisional regiment of Gurkha Engineers.  
When in 1950 it was decided to stop the conversion of the 7th 
Gurkha Rifles to Artillery the future looked extremely doubtful 
for the sappers.  A great deal of discussion involving the 
Major General Brigade of Gurkhas, Chief Engineers of both 
Malaya and Hong Kong culminated in agreement by both 
Field Marshall Bill Slim, the CIGS, and General Campbell, 
Engineer in Chief,  that  the policy of  raising Gurkha engineer 
units to the scale of Divisional engineers should continue. 
General Sir John Harding, then C in C Far East land Forces 
declared himself ”much impressed by the determination and 
skill with which all the Sappers were conducting themselves 
on operations” and promised what relief he could to enable 
engineer training to proceed. 
 
The outbreak of the war in Korea in the summer of 1950 
created another diversion, but did provide an opportunity for 
the fledgling engineer regiment to establish itself as a coherent, 
integral unit.  On 24 August 27 Infantry Brigade, consisting of 
only two battalions (1st Battalion The Middlesex Regiment 
and 1st Battalion The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders) 
sailed from Hong Kong to Pusan to assist the hard pressed 
Americans in Korea.  There were no infantry battalions 
available in the Far East to plug the gap left in 40 Division 
in Hong Kong. The division was already under strength by 
two battalions as the two Gurkha Infantry battalions serving 
there had been withdrawn earlier in the year to join in the 
operations against the terrorists in Malaya. The decision 
was taken, therefore, to send the two Gurkha squadrons of 
Royal Engineers to Hong Kong, in their proven capacity as 
infantry, while giving them the opportunity to continue their 
training and employment as sappers. The immediate effect 
was to bring all engineer training to a full stop while the units 
organised themselves onto an operational footing as infantry. 
The two squadrons of the Regiment arrived in Hong Kong on 
11th September 1950 and immediately took their place in the 
line. Together with a British engineer unit, 54 Field Squadron, 
they formed a composite "infantry" battalion, 
 
There was, in 1950, no real regimental cohesion and the 
defensive positions they were allocated were six miles apart!  
Their operational commander was CO 24 Engineer Regiment 
but they were under control of the Chief Engineer Hong Kong 
for training. The practice of attaching newly joined officers to 
Gurkha battalions was discontinued, and much of the routine 
engineer instruction was carried out through the British 
NCOs, by-passing the Gurkha chain of command. Relations 
between the two squadrons were not good. Following an 
‘incident’ at Dashera, 1951, and a follow–up investigation by 
the Brigade of Gurkha, most of the British NCO’s were moved 
out of the squadrons, some of the senior Gurkhas were sent 
on discharge, and the British officers  were left in no doubt 
by the Colonel Brigade of Gurkhas of their responsibilities. 
The two squadrons were then located into different camps 
in Lo Wu and Fan Ling.  This did not help integration. In 
March 1952, with the formation of RHQ, the squadrons were 
reunited in Tam Mi Camp. A Brigade of Gurkhas Liaison 
Officer, Captain Geoff Walsh 6 GR was appointed.
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There was also discussion as to the designation to be given 
to the new engineer units.  Were they to be ‘Pioneer’ units in 
the nature of Sikh (and other) Pioneer Battalions of the Indian 
Army?  These were described as ‘having special training 
in road and rail making and rough engineer work’ but were 
essentially infantry line regiments. Were they to be a separate 
Corps similar to the Sappers and Miners of the Indian army?  
Were they to be a part of the Corps of Royal Engineers?  In 
order to conform to the Terms and Conditions of the Nepal/
India/ Great Britain tripartite agreement it was decided that 
the new units were to come into being as Royal Engineer 
units. An E in C liaison letter issued in 1949 designated and 
earmarked future new units as ;

HQ 50 Gurkha Field Engineer Regiment, 67 Gurkha Field 
Squadron, 68 Gurkha Field Squadron, 69 Gurkha Field 
Squadron and 70 Gurkha Field Park Squadron.  However, at 
this time only two squadrons, 67 and 68 were to be raised.  
Soldiers would be recruited and enlisted into Gurkha Infantry 
battalions and seconded to the new RE units, officered by 
Royal Engineer officers.  Initially these units were titled Royal 
Engineer (Gurkha) but after a short period they became 
accepted as Gurkha Royal Engineers.  Interestingly this 
meant that the new units took precedence over the line 
battalions and paraded on the ‘right of the line’. This of course 
was to change when the Regiment became an integral part of 
the Brigade of Gurkhas as ‘Gurkha Engineers’.  Initially The 
Regiment was designated as 50 Field Engineer Regiment 
and was to consist of two Gurkha Field Squadrons and two 
Malay Squadrons. However, the two Malay Squadrons would 
remain in Malaya under command of the Regimental Second 
in Command!  On its return to Malaya in 1954 it became 50 
Gurkha Field engineer Regiment.

With the exception of "line-boys", those sons who had grown 
up in barracks, and the few specially enlisted as clerks, 
the recruits who joined the British Army in the 1950s were, 
by British Army standards, illiterate.  Over the years the 
provision of schools in Nepal has produced a slow rise in 
education standards.  After the formation of RHQ in 1952 
the education of Gurkhas enlisted as sappers was given 
serious attention.  Interest centred from the earliest days on 
language studies.  The policy for the whole of the Brigade at 
this time was for Gurkhali to be the common language and 
for English to be progressively introduced amongst Gurkha 
ranks.  The Gurkhas themselves had to be taught to read 
and write their own language, but the indigenous Nagri 
script was an obstacle and Roman-Gurkhali text books were 
used.  In the early days there was insufficient time available 
to try and teach English.  An attempt, in 1953, by the then 
CO, Lieutenant Colonel John Carver, to introduce a once 
per week English speaking day, had to be abandoned when 
the Gurkha Major, Amarbahadur Gurung, objected on the 
grounds that it was a diversion from teaching British officers 
and seniors to learn Gurkhali. 

A welcome change in priority was accorded in June 1952 
when the Regiment was told that engineer training was now 
its prime task.  Although the Regiment was to retain its infantry 
role, more and more time was available for the squadrons to 
develop their engineer skills and drills.  

It was not long before both squadrons had discovered their 
identities as working units, while the varied programme of 
training and of work, coordinated by RHQ, served to unite 
them and began to give significance to the Regiment as a 
whole. A growing number of men were now rejoining their 
squadrons having attended trades training in Kluang.  The 
Regiment already boasted one plant operator (bull dozer) 
who could compete favourably with his British counterparts, 
and this was but one example of increasing competence 
which gained impetus as engineer training proceeded and 
experience accumulated. Two of the recently promoted 
KGOs, Babula Lama and Birbahadur Pradhan, were sent 
on to England to attend an advanced field engineer course.  
They were the first of many Gurkha Engineers who would 
attend the School of  Military Engineering at Chatham (later 
the Royal School of Military Engineering).  It would be absurd, 
however, to pretend that everything had magically become 
perfect and smooth running just because the Regiment had 
at last been established as such. The infantry role still held 
priority causing some confusion. In many essentials the 
facilities for engineer training in the Colony were inadequate; 
of specialist instructors there were none, there were little of 
fieldworks or water equipment, and there were no supporting 
engineer workshops.  

However, it was during the year of confusion, 1951, and the 
formation of 50 Field Engineer Regiment in 1952 that the 
conflicting kaida  the different Indian Army regiments were 
laid to rest and a new kaida,  that of the Gurkha Engineers 
was born.  In the words of one of the earlier stalwarts of  The 
Regiment ‘Here on we adopt the sapper way of life’.  The 
move of The Regiment to Malaya, in 1954,  as 50 Gurkha 
Field Engineer Regiment was to consolidate and nurture this 
way of life.  But more of that, perhaps, in another story!

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE QGE IN THE 
SEARCH ROLE
SSgt Subash Rai
(Ed. This history is by no means complete and if any of our 
readers have more to add please do so and this article will 
be updated)

I remember vividly 17 Jul 2012, the opening ceremony of the 
new Pagoda Messing Hut in Invicta Park Barracks. Having just 
passed the Herrick Search Advisors’ (HeSA) Course feeling 
relieved and proud and also looking forward to the challenges 
of Op HERRICK 17, I was exchanging some small talk about 
the role Search has played previously during QGE’s history. 
The few QGE HeSAs present as well as the QGE Royal 
Engineer Search Advisors (RESA) were politely arguing 
about who was the first in QGE to go in the history books. 
Having listened to our conversation the Guest of Honour, Gen 
Bill Saheb made a comment that QGE had High Risk Search 
Teams in the past and even RESAs; one of whom had served 
in Northern Ireland. Also present was the Magazine Editor 
and my OC,  Maj Gooch who promptly told it would be a good 
article for the next edition and I was to do it!. It is also fitting 
to record this history now as 36 Engineer Regiment (Search) 
is reverting back to Force Support in 2014 with the role of 
Search once more over. I hope this article settles some of the 
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questions about the origins of QGE’s involvement in Search 
and its current day activity in  Afghanistan,

Having done some brief research by email and going through 
the archives of the RE Museum and Gurkha Museum, I 
discovered there is little information about this topic. What 
follows is written with the best information I have found, 
cross referenced where possible but there may still be some 
inaccuracies. If anyone else more on this subject to fill in the 
blanks I will happily add it to this. 

Gurkha Engineer Search/Bomb Disposal in Hong Kong, 
1967 – 1972 (by JWA Chapman)

During the late 1960s, Hong Kong experienced large scale 
riots against the British Colonial Rule. These riots were 
caused by the pro-communist leftist party, inspired by the 
Cultural Revolution in the Peoples’ Republic of China. These 
riots were violent and resorted to terrorist attacks, planting 
real and fake suspect items. There were hundreds of suspect 
items found daily which led to disruption and chaos in the 
Colony. Although, Hong Kong was not officially at war and 
with only a few number of Ammunition Technical Officers 
(ATO) available in the Hong Kong Police Force (HKPF). It 
was impossible for them to cope with the number of devices. 
It was declared that these devices were battle field problems 
which led the civilian authority to ask for military assistance 
to clear these devices. The Commanders of HQBF and 48 
Gurkha Infantry Brigade ordered the engineers; of which the 
bulk of the engineer force was 69 Gurkha Independent Field 
Squadron; to clear these items. In those days the suspect 
items were called bombs and the Squadron were on bomb 
disposal duties. All of  those qualified on Combat Engineer 
Class 1 and every Field Engineer Officer who had done 
his Young Officers’ Course was qualified to deal with those 
bombs. This meant that all British Troop Commanders, QGOs 
in field troops, QMSIs, SNCOs and Recce Sgts were trained 
and prepared on roster for bomb disposal duties, despite only 
receiving booby trap and mine clearance training taught on 
the Combat Engineer Class 1 course.  

The bomb disposal teams were led by the British Troop 
Commanders and were only deployed to items that had been 
found or reported by others. During the height of the period, 
there would be 200 items a day. The options available on 
bomb disposal duty would be to pull it, if it was an obvious 
hoax, of which many were, or if it looked dangerous, they 
would make their own judgement call and place a primer 
charge beside it to destroy the device. If the devices were 
dangerous and next to an installation, the ATO, who were few 
in numbers would be called to deal with those devices. 

QGE Search Between 1970 – 1992

There was no search training or Search Advisor courses 
until the terrorism started in Northern Ireland (NI) in the early 
1970s.. However, the feedback and influence of the bomb 
disposal carried out during the Hong Kong emergencies 
played a significant role in the development of Search 
Training.

Search Training for the Brigade of Gurkhas started in 1978; 
a team from the Counter Terrorist Search Wing based at 
RSME, Chatham would deploy to Hong Kong and deliver the 
All Arms Search Advisor Course. This two week long course 
was held on Stone Cutters Island and delivered to the Gurkha 
units. The course was heavily loaded with QGE SNCOs and 
the Search Branch ran this training every 2 years. Later, the 
Search Training was carried out by Training Officer and a 
British QMSI based in Hong Kong to all British and Gurkha 
battalions as well as to the Royal HKPF. 

The main threat/problem at the time was to deal with the 
large number of Illegal Immigrants (IIs)  from mainland China 
crossing the border into HK, as well as drug trafficking. QGE 
had a regular commitment in Counter Terrorist Search, and 
because it was a Royal Engineer (RE) acknowledged skill, 
QGE maintained and trained its own search teams. QGE had 
a close relationship with the RHKPF which led to number of 
joint operations. Listed below are the main Search Operations 
the QGE Search Teams were deployed on in conjunction with 
the RHKPF;

1. Defensive search of venue for Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher’s visit on 20 Dec 1984.

2. Defensive venue search for US Vice President 
Bush’s visit on 1985.

3. Defensive search of venues for Her Majesty the 
Queen’s visit on Sep 1986.

4. Area search by 67 Squadron search team to locate 
a murder weapon in the Aberdeen Cemetery, Hong Kong in 
1988.

5. Sek-Kong Vietnamese Boat Peoples’ camp search 
conducted by 4 search teams from 68 Squadron on Sep 
1988. 

6. Defensive venue search for His Royal Highness 
Prince Charles and Princess Dianas’ visit in Nov 1989.

7. Find of 30 kg of AMATOL on Kat O Island, Hong 
Kong by search teams from 68 Squadron on 13 Jul 1990.

8. Defensive venue search (Convention Centre and 
Grosvenor House) for Prime Minister, John Major’s visit in 
Sep 1991.

9. Defensive venue search for the Secretary of State 
for Defence, Tom King on 18 Sep 1991.

The defensive search during Her Majesty’s visit was the 
largest military search operation to be undertaken lasting 
over a week involving 8 sapper and 11 infantry search 
teams and an Army Dog Unit.  During the visit of Prince and 
Princess of Wales in 1989, 12 QGE teams were deployed 
under the command of Capt A Sheppard. The high profile visit 
had Hong Kong’s most impressive buildings and structures 
on their itineraries. This was declared safe, riding on the roofs 
of the external lifts of the Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank, 
searching the new Western Harbour Tunnel and the multi-
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storey Exhibition Centre complete with its display of Ferraris, 
were eye openers for young Gurkha Searchers. 

Search Training, Hong Kong 1989

Since 1990 Search Advisors were trained as High Risk 
Advisors in the hope they could deploy to NI. Although there 
was political reasons not to send Gurkhas to NI, SSgt Madan 
Kumar Rai, became the first and only RESA from QGE to 
deploy with 42 Fd Sqn and was awarded the General Service 
Medal (GSM) with NI clasp.

Airborne Task Force (ABTF) Mar 2011 – May 2012

The ABTF is ready to deploy anywhere in the world at short 
notice to conduct the full range of military operations, from 
non-combatant evacuation operations to war-fighting. From 
Mar 11 – May 12, 4 Search teams from 70 Gurkha Field 
Squadron (Search) provided the Task Force with search 
capability. During this period teams deployed on Ex JOINT 
WARRIOR in order to provide a search capability to both 5 
SCOTS and 40 Cdo Battle Groups. The following are the 
names of search advisors and team commanders involved 
on ABTF;

RESA/HESA REST/HEST TEAM COMMANDER

25214661, Lt Romaniuk 21169627, Cpl Rajendra Purja

25212334, Lt Bailey 21169635, Cpl Surendra Gurung

21169540, Sgt Naresh Limbu 21160063, Cpl Govinda Tamang

21169347, Sgt Krishna Pun 21170568, Cpl Raju Sunuwar

QGE Search Role on Op HERRICK

The first time QGE personnel were deployed operationally 
in High Risk Search teams was during Op HERRICK 7 (Sep 
07 – Mar 08), when two Royal Engineers Search Teams 
(REST) made up from QGE soldiers, commanded by Royal 
Engineers Search Advisors (RESA) deployed as part of the 
regular UK Joint Force EOD Gp. The REST were based at 
Camp Bastion and would be forward mounted on tasks as 
and when required. This was the first time QGE Sappers 
were employed as high risk advanced searchers since their 
return from Hong Kong. The tasks of the REST were mostly 
to locate and defeat the IED threat. Since, then due to the 
rapidly increasing threat and creative terrorist community 
the numbers of High Risk Search Teams have increased 
significantly. Op H17 saw the largest numbers of QGE teams 

deployed with up to 9 in theatre at any one time.

The role of the REST and RESA in Afghanistan is challenging 
and dangerous work and one that requires persistent 
courage. During the period of 2010, the REST were on task 
every day of the year searching for IEDs, with the insurgent 
planting an average of 1000 IEDs a month. This was also a 
time for QGE, when RESA, WO2 Dave Markland (70 Gurkha 
Fd Sp Sqn) was killed during a route clearance operation on 
8 Feb 2010.

QGE Advanced Search Advisors and Team Commanders on 
Op HERRICKs, Afghanistan

RESA/HESA
REST/HEST TEAM 
COMD

REMARKS

Cpl Tara Wanem H7

Cpl Sujan Limbu H7

Cpl Top Bahadur 
Thapa

H111

SSgt Krishna Pun Cpl Laxmi Okhrabu  H11

WO2 Markland Cpl Buddha Gurung
H11. KIA Date: 
8 Feb 

Cpl Bikash Shrestha H12/17

Cpl Ashok Gurung H12

SSgt Subash Rai
Cpl Surya 
Tumbahamphe

H17

Capt Purnasingh 
Tamang

Cpl Deepak Rai H17

WO2 Govinda Rana Cpl Rojan Rai H17

Lt Snook
Cpl Man Bahadur 
Sunuwar

H17

Sgt Ram Rai Cpl Ram Phago H17

Luttig Cpl Krishna Thapa H17

 Sgt N Adams
Cpl Chandra Prakash 
Limbu

H17

Capt Bishwabahadur 
Rai

Cpl Devbahadur Pun
H17.Held in 
UK as BCR

SSgt Narendrahoj 
Gurung 

Cpl Sherbahdur 
Chongbong

H17.Held in 
UK as BCR

Sgt T Buckley Cpl Bikram Gurung
H17, CIED Trg 
and Adv Group

Cpl Bhimbahadur Pun
H17, CIED Trg 
and Adv Group

25198782, Capt
Kennedy

H18

21170376, Cpl Prem 
Jabegu

H18

21170759, Cpl Sachin 
Limbu

H18, CIED Trg 
and Adv Group



Gam was the youngest of 
6 children when growing 
up in Bhichuk. His father 
had suffered from polio 
and could only crawl but 
cared greatly for his family. 
Gam enlisted in the British 
Army in 1978 and served in 
QGE for 17 years, retiring 
as a Sergeant. He then 
owned and ran Hotel Twin 
Peaks in Pokhara and has 
4 beautiful children of his 
own – 2 of whom were born 
under my care in my time at Perowne Barracks! I am sure 
many others from QGE will remember him.

In 2003 he moved to England and settled in Morden working 
as a lecturer on the bricklaying course at Carshalton College 
and holds a Diploma in Teaching and Lifelong Learning form 
Canterbury Christchurch university. He describes his biggest 
achievement to date as having been elected as a London 
Borough of Merton Councillor in 2010. His 12 year old son, 
Prayaas read out the speech that can be seen below.

The other problem with the opening ceremony was a general 
strike which turned a normally joyful celebration into a sombre 
and subdued affair. Howard Green described it as “dreadful, 
with no band, no children singing and no dancing. We very 
much hope that Gam makes a speedy recovery and a real 
party can be held in the village.  
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THE TOM LANGRIDGE SCHOOL 
Dr Tim Mitchell, Trustee. (RMO QGE 1984-1986)

Many readers will be aware that Tom Langridge helped set up 
the Pahar Trust Nepal after he left QGE and this year is the 
20th anniversary of it being registered as a charity. We hope to 
hold some celebrations in October to mark the occasion and 
know that we will be able to count on the usual support from 
current and former QGE members. 

That support has never been more evident than in raising the 
money to build a school in memory of Tom after his untimely 
death. I am delighted to be able to report and show photos of 
the opening of Bhichuk School in April 2013 by Gam Gurung 
in whose village it is sited.

Bhichuk village is in Lumle VDC in Kaski District. It has 
about 101 house and the school currently has 101 pupils in 
5 classes with 5 teachers, The full name is Shree Himalaya 
Primary School and it cost £17500 to build. Barbara Datson 
of CHANCE for Nepal contributed toward the cost and has 
given an extra £2000 for furniture and resources. www.
chancefornepal.org

The construction of the school started in June 2012 and was 
finished in February 2013. It was very much hoped that Gam 
Gurung would be able to open the school but unfortunately, 
he was taken ill and admitted to hospital in Kathmandu. The 
plaque had already been prepared but his son stood in for 
him at the opening.
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In other news about the Trust, I must mention our newest 
Trustee Major Dhan Chand. He has been a long time supporter 
and an excellent source of dancers for various fundraisers so 
it was wonderful when he accepted the invitation to become 
a Trustee. He will be a great asset, especially as we make 
the move towards becoming an INGO and create more 
partnerships and opportunities for fundraising in Nepal. 

Major (Retd) Dhanbahadur Chand 

A former Gurkha Major in The Queen’s Gurkha Engineers, he 
served 32 years in the Brigade of Gurkhas and the Corps of 
Royal Engineers.  Retired in 2011 and currently employed as 
Operations Manager of FSI Europe Ltd based at Maidstone 
Kent UK.  He comes from village of Gumlek in Tanahun 
District, West Nepal and currently lives in Maidstone Kent 
with his wife Sunita, daughter Smriti and son Sandip. He 
became a very close friend of Tom Langridge MBE in 1981 
and maintained his links ever since.
He sponsored and helped to coordinate and build the first 
ever school in his village through the help of the Pahar Trust, 
where over 500 children are benefiting from the excellent 
facilities provided. 

Dhan has participated and helped to organise many Pahar 
Trust charity events during his time with British Army Gurkhas 
and continued to do after his retirement.  His son Sandip has 
recently completed a charity cycle from England to Gibraltar 
through France and Spain and raised about £2000 for the 
trust.
 
This year will continue to be one of celebration for the Trust 
as we will be 20 years old in October. We hope that all our 
supporters will make a special effort to raise funds for us this 
year and support some events we have planned for late in the 
year. www.pahar-trust.org

ONOMASTICS AND TEKNONYMY
Lt Col (Ret’d)J P Cross

Onomastics: the study of proper names, especially of their 
origins: teknonymy, having a parent named after a child or a 
child named after a degraded person or object – 'So what?' 
as the sewing machine asked the nudist.  I thought I'd spell 
out one or two nuggets I have picked up over the years to 
which a reader might like to add – or from which to subtract!

Taking onomastics first, it may come as a surprise to learn 
that maybe more than 99.99% of all Nepalis never use or 
even know their correct name.  This means that every 
Gurkhas soldier who has enlisted since 1815 has, likewise 
given a 'false' name to him who recorded it.  This is because 
the true name, his 'rashi nam' or 'zodiac name', which could 
more meaningfully be rendered as 'soul name', once given at 
birth, is virtually never mentioned again so that evil influences 
cannot use it to enter the person when, or if, others call him 
or her by it.  The southern Irish are also inclined to take this 
precaution.

That means that any other name used is 'flexible' and, 
virtually, a nickname, only permanent once that has been 
accepted after the pundit has told the Head of Family with 
what letter the name to be used should start, and then the 
infant's family.  And even then it can be changed at the 
whim of its owner.  Buddhists work similarly.  My second 
'surrogate' son's 'accepted' name was Hombahadur.  When 
he completed his Proof of Citizenship document he entered 
his name as Haribahadur.  "Why?" I asked him, "did you 
change it?"  "Because I liked it better," was his answer.  Such 
'flexibility' has been the bane of countless Record Officers 
and the bewilderment of many impoverished widows when 
discrepancies over names occur – as they never-endingly do.

There is a plethora of other nicknames, some pejorative, 
'snot nose', 'bandy legs', 'round eyes', 'midnight' for a dozy 
individual and others descriptive, 'third son from the other 
side of the lake', 'tal pari saiñla' and others merely polite, 
'elder brother', 'cousin brother', 'grandfather', 'uncle', and 
their female equivalents, and others of like ilk.  That means 
that many people do not know either their father's or their 
mother's name.  Nor do many know when they were born.  
However, a clue can be got from the name the person goes 
under: the name of the week become the first part of their 
name, for instance, a man born on Monday will be 'Som'-
something, 'bahadur' or 'lal, or a Friday, 'Sukra-'something', 
'raj' for instance..

Now to 'castes': I have a theory (and I am in a minority of about 
one here) that the traditional 'jats' were, originally, nicknames.  
Below the 'jats' that we all recognise and, which have often 
been changed for recruiting reasons, come 'thars', immutable 
'sub-castes', 'clans' or 'tribes' (depending on which dictionary 
you use).  The 'old' Indian Army had a hand book of all 'thar' 
and 'sub-thar' of all its soldiers, a fascinating document.  The 
British Army, in its wisdom, has never felt the need for such a 
publication.  Reasons for 'jat' nicknames are, I believe – and 
here I have to admit that my knowledge has yet to be all-
embracing – let us take the name Gurung, Thapa and Rai.  
Gurungs, if you delve into Gurung history (and in Gurung 
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language a Gurung is Tamu) were intimately associated 
with Bahuns, hill Brahmans, 'plains men' Brahmans being 
Jhas.  Even one of their sub-castes, Lamichhané, derived 
from Lamo Kan, long ears, is found in both groups.  'Guruko 
añg', 'limb of the guru', is a near enough rendering.  Thapa, 
found both with Chhetris and Magars, is part of the verb to 
'set up, 'establish', namely 'prasTHAPAna' garnu.  'Rai' is an 
historic Hindu accolade for, I think, bravery.  'Limbu' I know 
not: 'Yakthumba' is their own tongue, its own script was lost 
but found, during King Mahendra's reign, by a Scotsman 
and Parasmani Pradhan, a Darjeeling linguist when hunting 
in the British library.  Both were honoured by the king.  As 
an aside and nothing to do with names, the race of people 
with the closest DNA to the Limbus are the Tonkinese of 
North Vietnam.  'Chhetri', 'Ksatri', as well as 'Rana' – not a 
normal 'n' but one Romanised with a dot under the 'n' – have 
connotations with the battle field.

In turn you have Sens from 'sena' an army, Mallas from 
'malla' a wrestler and Tamang from, certainly the Cantonese 
'ta' to fight and 'ma' a horse.  When I was in Tamang country 
I witnessed the annual day: surrounded by men waving one 
arm, as though holding a sword or pike, a man in the middle, 
wearing a bandolier, had a model horse's head tied near his 
navel and the tail from the base of his spine.  In English the 
'ma' root is found in 'mare', a female horse, and a 'marshal', 
a horse-bound commander, be he Field Marshal or Earl 
Marshal, etc.  Once the Communists had taken Laos over, 
all dancing was of the arm-punching, fist waving variety, so 
sadly different from the graceful, curvaceous loveliness of 
traditional Lao dancing.

'Khan' comes from when the animist Genghis (by one spelling) 
Khan was supreme.  After conquering most of the then-
known world, it was self-preserving flattery for both Muslims 
and Hindus to say they too were Khans, of the 'leader's' clan.  
'Shrestha' and 'Pradhan', 'first' and 'foremost', are Newar 
'tribes', related to 'Nepa', the Newari for 'Nepal'.  'Thakur' a 
leader, has its roots with 'thekadar', a contractor.  Whether 
Magar is 'ma gar(chhu)', 'I will do it', can stand scrutiny is still 
doubtful though some claim it as such.

Duras, the clan that started off as Turas, and was thus in 
the language, were famous during the time of the Anglo-
Nepal War, or rather before.  The famous Bhakti Thapa was 
a Dura and only changed his 'jat' and became an honorary 
Thapa so that snobbish seniors would work under him.  In the 
Nepali 'Nepal's Military History', produced for King Birendra, 
Bhakti Thapa is the only commander whose family history 
is not given correctly.  I know because I was asked to vet 
the 666-page book for the Chief of Army Staff.  Incidentally 
Bhakti Thapa's weapons are still worshiped every Dashera, 
spring and autumn, and a pig is sacrificed on both occasions 
– Duras are the only people who sacrifice pigs at Dashera – 
and the prayer leaders still use the Dura language (although 
calling it by another name): there is only one Dura speaker 
left alive, an octogenarian widow.

Strangely, after the Gorkhali government was defeated in 
1816, the name 'Tura' or 'Dura' seemed to vanish, although 
I have come across just a very few so names.  Duras chiefly 
enlisted as Gurungs: old lineage records have them listed 

as 'Dura Gurung' and even 'Dura Thapa'.  When I started 
writing my historical novels in the mid-1990s, the Indian Army 
did not enlist Duras because they were not on any Nepal 
government list of Nepali tribes, castes or clans: by the time 
my volume 4 was published, the Indian Army had begun to 
enlist them.  The 'Yadavs' found in the Terai are members of 
the Yadu family to which the god Krishna belonged.

Enough of jats, briefly on to place names.  'Kathmandu' 
meaning 'wooden temple' and 'Pokhara', 'lake' are well 
known.  The study of Nepalese place names, of any country's 
come to that, is worthy of a Master's degree.  Most large 
rivers in Nepal end in '-di', the Magar for 'water'.  This gives 
me the feeling that that is another strong indication that the 
Magars came over the Himal prior to other epicanthic eye-
lidded people.  Two that always please me are in Laos (that 
name still shrouded in mystery) are the River Mekong – 'Me', 
mother, 'Kong' river – it, until recently the longest unbridged 
river in the world and the world's thirteen longest, and 
'Vientiane', not Vien ti ane but 'Vieng' 'a fortified town' and 
'Chan' from 'chandra' moon, so 'fortified town [in a bend of a 
river] in the shape of a half-moon'.  The French always made 
guttural, throat-clearing noises with 'ch' sounds so the 'chan' 
had to be spelt with a 'ti' (like the 'ti' in 'attention' and the 
English, not knowing why the word was spelt thus – and why 
should they? – had their own pronunciation which no Laotian 
recognised!

From 257 to 208 BC, the earliest date we have, 'Vietnam', 
as it is now known, was Au Lac when the Chinese moved 
into it and changed the name to Nam Viet: 'nam', 'south' and 
'Viet' the Romanised ideogram for 'getting somewhere with 
difficulty' was.  After eight more changes in name, in 1792 
or 1802, from Dai Viet as it was then known, a delegation 
went to Peking ('northern capital') to ask for the old name of 
Nam Viet to be restored.  The emperor said that to keep the 
name given by the Chinese would only mean that they, the 
Chinese, would feel they had to return.  To prevent that he 
would allow the name but to rendered backwards, 'Viet nam'.

Borneo and Brunei are different spellings of the same word 
and 'Gurkha' is an English word.  'Hukum', an order, in fact 
really meant 'royal command' and since Nepal's monarchy 
was dispensed with, the word too has become redundant: 
'adesh' is now 'order'.

'Bahadur', brave, as a name has fallen out of fashion.  The 
only place to have a remnant of it is the capital of Mongolia, 
Ulan, red, Bator, hero.

So a short word on Teknonymy: all those who have served 
with Gurkhas will know that a wife will call her husband '[first 
born's] father', never by the name others know him.  The 
degraded person habit is now dying out but it explains why 
especially Gurungs would be know as 'Kami', blacksmith, 
'Sunar', goldsmith, 'Sarki', cobbler, all now dalits, or even 
'Kalu', for black as colour-consciousness is still a full factor 
of life.  Strange, indeed, how fair-skinned people like to be 
photographed 'tanned' and darker skinned people with 'over-
developed' photos so looking paler than for real.

As for degraded objects, I quote the Mara of Mizoram in 
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Assam: if the eldest son dies, any son born thereafter is 
named something like 'cow dung', pig shit' or 'dog shit'.  All 
right, you can quote back at me some of the sessions of the 
Australian Labour Party in their Parliament!

Here endeth the second lesson, 'not before time,' I can hear 
in the background.

WHAT AN OPPORTUNITY, 
OVERLAND TO NEPAL 
John Getley

It was 1959 and two unbelievable things had happened.  We 
would need to recruit two hundred soldiers for the new 70 
Squadron at Paklihawa this autumn and I as the party officer 
was to be there.  Further this was to follow my inter tour leave, 
an awkward period that required six months out of station 
filling in leave with whatever else could be found.   AG7, our 
postings branch, happily agreed that I could use what time I 
needed to drive out ton Nepal with expenses, capped at the 
price of an air ticket.  Pay, expenses and the trip of a lifetime, 
what luck! 

I’d a brother at Cambridge who found me a Landrover, 
recently returned from Burma, which looked suitable.  It had 
a capstan winch which I saw as useful and never used, and, 
registered in Warwickshire, a number plate, UNX, which I 
never noticed at the time.   Ultimately it served me well in the 
Kashmir when every roadblock was opened unquestioningly 
as I approached.   The AA would provide a route card for the 
drive - fortunately travel by Bulgaria, then iron curtain, passed 
Security, but sadly, interesting Baghdad & Damascus were 
closed politically. Afghanistan was open but I wearied of the 
extra visa application and went by Baluchistan instead.

I entered the Balkans at Trieste, after an easy journey through 
Western Europe. From Trieste to Belgrade they had built a 
very fine autoput, enabling the journey in less than twelve 
hours.  Pleasantly hitchhikers here in Yugoslavia expect to 
reimburse the driver for his hospitality and this is usually 
done with a bottle of wine for the picnic lunch.   Following 
Belgrade the road deteriorated and for sixty miles is little 
more than a jeep track running beside vast earth works for 
a new motorway. Gangs of jolly young communists were 
enjoying their summer holidays labouring on the road while 
huge American earth moving plant worked side-by-side 
with last-century British steam rollers. I was stopped by a 
policeman in one village, apparently empty except for a few 
school children, who producing a card and informed me in 
German that I had been speeding. The fine paid was £1 and 
I wondered where that went?

The road winds over the Dragenan Pass into Bulgaria through 
very beautiful countryside. The fields were full of crops and 
the hills covered with woods. Occasionally I glimpsed a castle 
between the trees. The local people travel by horse-drawn 
buggies or on foot while along the side of the road young 
girls sell fruit.  The Bulgarian Customs Offices were furnished 
with heavy Victorian sofas and the walls hung with Caucasian 
carpets.

But over the border the Turkish customs at Endine took hours 
and were very difficult.  From there I drove to Istanbul.  Thence 
a good fast road leads on from Istanbul to Ankara, surfaced 
with asphalt for about half its length.   It was on this road that 
I met Ali, who had fallen off his motorbike and cracked his 
skull.   An excited crowd who led me over to where Ali was 
lying stopped me.  I realised fairly quickly that neither the 
sulphur guanidine nor the codeine that I had with me was 
likely to stop the blood that was coming out of his ears.   I 
bandaged his head with a fairly clean towel and put him in the 
back seat of the car with his friend while another sat in front 
with me to direct us to the hospital. The meantime we kept 
Ali from losing consciousness by calling out his name in turn.

Until forty years ago, when Kemal Ataturk chose it for the 
capital of new Turkey, Ankara was just a small village. Now I 
found it to be a small modern capital with embassies, a few 
hotels and a NATO headquarters lying side-by-side with the 
picturesque but smelly old town. From Ankara the road runs 
for two days though the high barren hills of Eastern Turkey, 
past the headwaters of the Euphrates, to Erzerum.   There, 
at an army base ten miles short of the town, a military escort 
met me and escorted me through the city. This was most 
useful as he showed me a good hotel, a bank and a Post 
Office.   He did however forbid me to take photographs of a 
Roman castle with a regiment of Sherman tanks drawn up in 
front of it!

The border road to Persia is slower and winds past the foot 
of Mount Ararat to the customs at Bagargan. This is a large 
and bleak stone block shared by officials from both countries. 
The road on to Khoi is narrow and hilly, winding in and out 
of dried-up rivers. Too many Russians are wandering about 
the country and a military pass is necessary on the road to 
Teheran. The road improves as it nears Teheran, and the last 
hundred miles of it is good asphalt and runs through the fruit 
orchards of Tabriz.

I stayed for four days in the British Embassy compound at 
Teheran. This is delightful in summer, above the heat of the 
town and with a number of swimming pools in the gardens. 
In winter it is under several feet of snow and before the road 
to the compound was built, each family used to move down 
in winter to its second house in the town.   After Teheran, 
the countryside changes to desert with a few towns scattered 
along the route; Qurum, Isfahan, Kerman and Bam. This 
was the route used by Genghis Khan and Marco Polo. It is 
still an important trade route witnessed by the number of 
huge lorries that speed past in a cloud of dust.    The road is 
gravelled and much corrugated and\it is possible to drive at 
30 mph. Accommodation is a bit rough though the American 
Point Four Mission has a number of Rest Houses, which you 
can use when there is space.

From Zahedan, the last town in Persia, the road gets slowly 
worse up to the Pakistan frontier. Here the sand nearly 
beat the grip of my tyres, but once over the border, the 
road improved and shortly turned to tarmac. The first Dak 
bungalow at Nokundi is bad, but there is a pleasant one at 
Dalbandin a little further on. After Nuski the road climbs into 
the hills at Quetta. This green and pleasant countryside was 
a welcome change from the sand and desert. At the top of the 
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Pass is a sign:

Nuski 71 miles and London 5,877 miles

The route to Lahore runs between juniper trees and lavender 
bushes by Ziarat at 8,000 feet.  This is the summer residence 
of the Governor and an excellent Dak bungalow.   The road 
then winds through the mountains to Fort Munro where it 
drops through a deep gorge into the plain of the Indus and onto 
the Punjab. The only place you can cross between India and 
Pakistan is on the Lahore to Amritsar road.  The pleasanter, 
but longer road through Murree and Srinagar, was closed 
by the Kashmir dispute. It was hot and with time to spare I 
took a week out in the Kashmir enjoying the colonial life in 
a houseboat, trying the water-skiing and visiting the lifts and 
slopes for the snow skiing.   The Grand Trunk Road to Delhi 
is good if narrow, and the antiquated ferries are interesting 
though slow. 

From New Delhi, once more on the Grand Trunk road, I 
made it to Luknow for the night.  Then took the road next day 
to Gorakhpur by Faizabad through the rich and seemingly 
endless Ganges plain.  The river crossing was a ferry with 
sails with the landrover parked across the deck behind the 
mast.  Later we came to the River Ghaghara which appeared 
no less wide but this time a troop of coolies pulled us a mile 
upstream before we caste off and the current took us to the 
far shore.   Gorakhpur, was the Gurkha recruiting town of 
yesteryear with it’s camp at Lehra.  But now I had only a 
few miles left before I reached the Nepalese border and 
Paklihawa Camp.

We’d made it

A VISIT TO THE MANAKAMANA DEVI 
TEMPLE BY A SAPPER 
Lt Ravindra Sahi

On 21 December 2012, a trip to the hilltop temple of 
Manakamana was organised by my niece, Abhishek for his 
and my families.  We were altogether nine members and 
hired a micro minibus to get there.  We all left Kathmandu 
at 0700 hours for Manakamana Darshan and reached at the 
Kurintar, the bottom of the hill at about 1000 hours.  We had 
to queue for cable car for about one hour and finally reached 
at the top by 1130 hours.  It was my fourth trip to the temple 

and in all previous trips I had to line up for about 3 hours 
to get the Darshan of Devi Goddess. However, I was again 
surprised to see the queue there and we decided to make it 
short and sweet visit to Goddess Devi and return as quickly 
as possible to catch up the cable cars before it is closed.  After 
the Darshan, we all came out of the temple area and dined 
at the Thakali kitchen and return to downhill for Kathmandu.
   
The Manakamana Temple

Manakamana is situated in the height of Gorkha district, is 
located 12 kms south of historic town Gorkha and situated 
at 1302m above the sea level.  This place is famous for 
the temple of Manakamana.  Manakamana is the temple of 
Durga Bhawani and the Manakamana means the “wishes”.  
The temple is situated 94 kms from Pokhara and 106 kms 
from Kathmandu.

Manakamana is the name of a Hindu Goddess.  The term 
‘mana’ means the ‘heart’ or ‘soul’ and ‘kamana’ means 
the ‘wish’.  People believe that the Goddess fulfils the 
wishes of her devotees, thus called the wish fulfilling Deity.  
Manakamana is one of the most popular temple in Gorkha 
district.  It is said that a king of Gorkha was blessed by the 
Goddess to get victory over small kingdom and make a big 
Gorkha.  The shrine of Manakamana renovated many times 
over the centuries and has four story pagoda style roofs with 
entrance from the south west.  The Pujari (Priest) are Magars 
which is quite unusual and they perform daily prayers and 
ritual in the temple behind the closed doors by offering eggs, 
oranges, rice, red powder and strips of cloth to the deities.  
On completion of the Pooja of the shrine by the priest, the 
turn of the public begins.  

Manakamana area is also very popular for its juicy and tasty 
oranges which is supposed to be one the best in the country.  
It is also known as a model village development committee 
and has hotels, resorts, cottages and other well equipped 
setting and services suitable for every kind of tourist.  

Manakamana Cable Car

Manakamana cable 
car was inaugurated 
on 24 November 1998.  
The bottom station is 
located on the banks 
of Trisuli river at 
Kurintar and the Top 
station (1302) metres 
at Manakamana  
Before the cable car 
was established, 
thousands of pilgrims 
had to go to  temple 
by a long strenuous 
trek.  The cable car ride covers a distance of 2.9 kms with 31 
passengers and 3 cargo cars, each with a seating capacity of 
6 people.  The system has the overall capacity of handling of 
600 – 700 persons per hour and takes only 10 – 12 minutes 
to reach Manakamana temple.  The most modern cable car 
system imported from Austria and the facilities of international 
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QGEA WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE

The QGEA Website has recently been 
re-vamped and now contains a wealth of 

new information and is updated regularly with 
details on forthcoming events and Regimental 
news. It can be found at the following address:  

www.qgea.org

The QGEA have also made a foray it the world 
of Facebook. If you would like to join the group 

search for QGEA and ask to join. 

standards with high priority given to safety, cleanliness and 
customer services.  The cable car system is 100% safe with 
back up systems, means automatically operated generator 
that start with 3 – 6 seconds of power failure.   The Cable 
Car has had an overwhelming response from all the visitors 
which  has a revolution of transport and tourism field.  The 
cable car has helped uplift the economy of Manakamana and 
surrounding areas.  

Finally, the visit was thoroughly enjoyable and relaxed and I 
am looking for a fifth one.    May Goddess Manakamana Devi 
bless all of us!

The Age of Rage
by J. P. Cross

Gurkhas, Gorkhas and Nepal in 
the post War World.  1947 - 2008 

The people of Nepal were not immune to the upheavals 
caused by the 1947 partition of India.

The Age of Rage, virtually three books in one, tells 
firstly of a cloak and dagger operation that foils Soviet-
inspired efforts to penetrate and bring about the 
disbandment of the Gurkhas fighting in the Malayan 
emergency - a cold war in a hot climate. Then after the 
Sino-Indian border war of 1962 - a hot war in a cold 
climate - the Chinese ‘re-educate’ a group of Indian 
Army Gorkhas taken prisoner with a view to infiltrating 
them back into Nepal for an eventual rising.  A daring 
attempt to rescue them is mounted. However this is 
only partially successful and those not rescued do 
eventually return to Nepal to wait until conditions are 
ripe for a people’s war. Finally the British officer who 
took a leading part in the two earlier operations has to 
deal with the subsequent political jockeying of foreign 
intelligence services in Nepal as they try to outwit each 
other and take control of the country.  

RETAIL PRICE: £24.00.  ISBN: 978-1-906302-24-5

You can order the book by post either by sending a 

cheque (adding Post & Packing: £6.00 UK, £8.50 EU 

airmail, £9.50 RoW surface mail) to Blenheim Press Ltd, 

Codicote Innovation Centre, St Albans Road, Codicote, 

Herts SG4 8WH (Phone: 01438 820281   

e-mail: info @ blenheimpressltd.co.uk) or through our 

website at www.blenheimpressltd.co.uk 
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ARCHIVE
Once again, with access to the 69 Sqn photo albums I have selected another deployment to share some photos from.  

This time it is the Sqn deployment to Belize from July 87  – Jan 88. 

         H Troop prepare to leave Kitchener Barracks                                                   Arrival at Belize International Airport

G Troop working on the Ladyville Ammo Compound

G Troop 67220 Spr Ramesh finishing the Belize 
Half Marathon
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British Forces Belize FA Cup Winners

Dasain. Sprs Rumbahadur Darlami and 
7102 Santakumar Limbu

19 Dec 87, farewell to the OC, Major Durrance 

H Troop building a vehicle ramp at Rideau MT Shade7499 Spr Narbir Angbo and 7514 Spr Giriraj Limbu 
mixing mortar at Salamanca Camp Aug 87
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Standing: WO2 Lalbahadur Tamang, Cpl Danbahadur Gurung, LCpl Cater, Cpl Mitrasen Rai, Maj Durrance, 
Capt Surjabahadur Thapa, Spr Dilbahadur Damai

Kneeling:  Cpl Amarbahadur, LCpl Deobahadur Gurung, LCpl Nvin Limbu, Sgt Kamprasad Pun

Christmas 1987
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Ex QGE Deaths 2010-11 as at 12 Apr 13

Number Rank Name Date of Death
 
 Maj J Parfect MBE May 12
412373 Capt (QGO) Dilaram Thapa 27-Oct-12 
499192 Capt (QGO) Tekansing Rai 22-Jan-13
472348 Lt (QGO) Balbahadur Limbu 25-Jul-12
21132823 Spr Hemlal Thapa 21-Aug-12
21132875 SSgt Amarbahadur Gurung 20-Apr-12
21133175 Spr Jumbahadur Gurung 08-Apr-12
21135326 Cpl Narhang Limbu 20-Jun-12
21137293 Cpl Birkhe Gurung 20-Nov-12
21137298 Cpl Kharkabhadur Thapa 20-Sep-12
21137299 Cpl Prembahadur Ale 06-Dec-12
21137960 Spr Bhaktabahadur Limbu 16-Jun-12
21148075 SSgt Hon Lt (QGO) Thakurbahadur Rana 03-Dec-12
21150076 Spr Sasaram Pun 24-Jun-12
21150148 Cpl Tilachand Thapa 31-May-12
21154313 Cpl Harkabahadur Gurung 13-Sep-12
21154361 LCpl Damardhoj Limbu 07-Apr-12
21157106 Cpl Lachhuman Thapa 08-Jun-12
21179012 SSgt Harkasing Gurung 01-Dec-12

OBITUARIES
412373 CAPT (QGO) DILARAM THAPA
Consolidated by Hon Maj Hukumraj Thapa

Capt (QGO) Dilaram 
Thapa passed away 
peacefully at his 
home in Butwal, 
Nepal on 27 October 
2012 at the age of 
96. He was born on 
16 Oct 1916 and was 
enlisted on 14 Oct 
1932 in Kunraghat 
Depot, India. His 
army number was 
6818 and was posted 
to 2/2 GR and in 1940 
he was transferred 
to 3/2 GR. He was 
promoted to Havildar 

in 1947. On 01 Jan 1948 (on partition of India) he was selected 
in the British Army and posted back to 2/2 GR together with 
his promotion to WO2 (CSM) and moved to Malaya with his 
new British Army number 21133001. His Indian Army service 
was counted from 14 Oct 32 to 31 Dec 47 making a total of 
15 yrs 79 days.

On 01 Oct 1949, he was promoted to Lt (KGO) and on 02 
Oct 1949 he was taken on strength of the *Engineer Training 
Centre. He was posted to 68 Gurkha Field Squadron since 
the raising of the squadron in 1950. He was later taken on 
strength of RHQ 50 Gurkha Field Engineer Regiment in 
1951. His last post was Gurkha Captain 67 Gurkha Field 
Squadron. He finally retired in November 1960 from the 

newly established regiment, The Gurkha Engineers in the 
rank of Captain QGO completing 28 years of total service.
*(He must be the No 1 Training Party intake). 

His military decorations include Indian Service Medal, War 
Medal, General Service Medal (Clasp Malaya), LS & GC, 
India Independence Medal, India Service Medal, Coronation 
Medal (Nepal), 1939/45 Star and Burma Star. He was also 
awarded Mention in Dispatch (operational) twice during the 
Malay Confrontation. The Coronation Medal refers to the 
coronation of King Mahendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev in May 
1956 when he represented the Regiment as part of the 
coronation contingent found by Brigade of Gurkhas which 
went to Kathmandu.

Soon after the newly raised field squadrons were able 
to stand on their own feet, they were involved in various 
operational tasks mainly engineering construction projects 
in the communist-infested Malay Peninsula. Capt Dilaram 
Thapa, 67 Sqn, played a key role in the construction of the 
Rompin-Gemas road construction project. The road from 
Muar River to Rompin was built by PWD and from Gemas 
to Muar, some 7 miles was built by the Regiment. The road 
went through dense jungles, a large swamp, several small 
streams and three major rivers. The first two rivers were 
spanned by 40 ft and 130 ft bailey bridges but the Muar river 
was 342 ft wide which was spanned using jungle timber 
consisting of piles and road bearers. The three bridges were 
named Gukha Bridge One, Two and Three. Pile driving was 
a real test at the time but very soon the practical ability of 
the Gurkha officers and senior NCOs developed rapidly. They 
produced competent improvisations while working on timber 
culverts and small bridges. Here, Capt Dilaram improvised 
a hammer to drive in timbers about eight inches in diameter 



62

which were used as retaining posts in culverts. The hammer 
was renowned as "'Dilaram Hammer'. 

Gen Perowne wrote in Gurkha Sapper 1948-1970 that the 
Rompin-Gemas road was by a long measure the biggest 
project undertaken by Gurkha sappers and, on the occasion of 
his visit the Engineer-in-Chief observed that he had nowhere 
in his whole tour of engineer units throughout the world seen 
"such a man-size and worthwhile sapper job going on". Its 
completion was an event of the greatest significance, Gurkha 
Bridge remained not only as a monument to the contribution 
of the British Army to peace in Malaya, but also as a 
conspicuous milestone on the Regiment's march to maturity.  

After retirement, Capt Dilaram went back to his village and 
was very successful in establishing a school. Later he was 
elected to be the Chairman of the Village Development 
Committee. He held this post for six years and within his 
tenure he was able bring much change in the living standard 
of the communities and villages under his responsibility by 
providing external assistance to build schools and much 
needed drinking water supply projects. He also managed 
to help settle migrants from the hills into the lowlands, now 
known as Tam Nagar, near Butwal in Lumbini Zone. 

Most of his retired life was spent in his birth place in the village 
of Thulo Lumpek, Gulmi District in Lumbini Zone. Although 
he moved to his son's house in Butwal in his later years he 
frequently visited his village and spent a quiet and peaceful 
life. However, Capt Dilaram gave us a surprise by attending 
the 60th Anniversary in Pokhara in 2008 and together with the 
Colonel of the Regiment Gen David Bill he cut the Birthday 
Cake. 

Capt Dilaram commanded high respect from all corners 
specially from his community. It is indeed a very sad occasion 
to lose one of the greatest founder members of the great 
regiment, The Queen's Gurkha Engineers. 

He is survived by his two sons and two daughters. He was 
escorted to the 60th Anniversary by his eldest son SSgt (Retd) 
Sherbahadur Thapa, another ex QGE, known as "Junge 
Boxer". His other son retired from the 6th Gurkha Rifles in the 
rank of Capt (QGO).

499192 HONORARY CAPT TEKANSING 
GURUNG 
Maj Hukumraj Thapa

Hon Capt Tekansing Gurung aged 73, after a relatively 
long sickness, passed away peacefully on 22 Jan 2013 in 
Pokhara, Nepal. He was born on 07 Nov 1940 in Baral Danda 
Village in Saimarang VDC, Kaski District. At the age of 15, 
he was enlisted in the Brigade of Gurkhas as “boy soldier” 
in Nov 1955 in Lehra Recruiting Depot (India) and retired 
from The Queen's Gurkha Engineers in the rank of Captain 
(QGO) on 25 Dec 1985 after a distinguished career of 28 
years service. He was awarded the rank of Honorary Captain 
on retirement. His trade was, Storeman (Technical) and was 
one of the selected few to attend Combat Engineer Class 1 
course in the UK and later also attended the QMSI Course, 
again in the UK. This was followed by a posting to Training 
Wing as QMSI. He was promoted to Lt (QGO) in 1974 and 
was also one of the first officers to attend the Infantry Second 
in Command Course. His parent squadron was 67 and he 
spent most of his SNCO and Troop QGO years with A Troop 
followed by C Troop. Towards the tail end of his illustrious 
career in the Regiment, TS saheb was appointed Gurkha 
Captain 67 Squadron and finally, in the Regiment held the 
all important post of Manning Officer. His final posting before 
retirement was the Second-in-Command of Admin Company 
at the Training Depot Brigade of Gurkhas in Sekkong, Hong 
Kong. 

On retirement, TS saheb did not stay idle. Almost from 
day one, he was involved in numerous social activities 
and remained so until the end. He was a scholar and one 
of his first activities was to support and lead a project for 
the betterment of the schools attended by disadvantaged 
children from the community. He became the Chairman of 
Bal Vidya High School in Pokhara, and under his leadership, 
the school expanded and now provides children education 
up to Class 12. He also managed to attract gap year students 
from the UK to work at the school, which helped the children 
tremendously in learning English. Helping many other 
educational institutions, he also managed to secure funding 
from GWT to help build a hostel for the blind students who 
attended  Amarsing High School. Not only was TS saheb a 
scholar but he was also very religious. With the help of others 
he managed to build a road up a very steep hill, an access 
road to a Budhhist Monastry and a major road to a village 
near Pokhara. He was involved in many similar projects 
throughout his retirement. Apart from schools, he was 
involved in many different types of projects and societies, 
such as Deaf and Dumb School, Tamu (Gurung) Society, 
often chairing them and always producing positive results. 
Last but not least, an active and learned man that he was, 
who had the amazing grasp of world and current affairs. 
Unsurprisingly, he was also the Vice-Chairman of the Nepali 

Cutting the 60th Birthday Cake at the Pokhara Durba in 
2008
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Congress Party of Kaski District. A man of many talents and 
traits who was leading the community from the front, he will 
leave a gaping hole in Pokhara in almost every field. He was 
of great intelligence, charming with great abilities as a military 
man and as community leader. Not everyone is blessed in 
this manner.

However, in 1998, probably for a change of scenery or to 
reminiscence his time in Hong Kong from the past, TS saheb 
ventured back to Hong Kong and worked for four years at the 
Chep Lap Kok Airport as a supervisor in the cargo section. 
Maybe he wanted to test himself on the Storeman Tech skills 
that he was trained as some forty years ago!!

TS saheb is survived by his wife, three sons and one daughter.  
Saheb, from your family, the whole regiment and those who 
knew you, may you rest peacefully in the heavenly abode. 

Some other memories of Tekansing Saheb
      
“I was so sad to hear that Tekansing Saheb has recently 
passed away.  I remember him 
so well from my first tour in the 
Regiment 78-80.  Rather unusually 
allowing himself to go prematurely 
grey and with such a great sense 
of humour and wicked sense of fun.  
And it was good to see him at the 
most recent reunion in Pokhara a 
few years ago.” Gen Sir David Bill

“It would appear that he fought 
a great fight – as we would have 
expected from such a great soldier 
and stalwart Gurkha Sapper”.  Brig 
Hank Bowen

I first met TS saheb in Kluang 
in 1965, I think at the Education 
Wing. He was a corporal and I was 
a mere recruit but he spoke to me 
and treated me as his equal! I was almost bowled over and I 
respected him immensely for that and did so throughout my 
time in the Regiment. 

TS Saheb, first as A Troop SNCO and then later as Troop QGO 
always commanded a quiet authority because he was never 
patronizing or over bearing but always displayed humility 
and understanding. He was intelligent, always charming 
and cheerful and had the ability with his gentle approach to 
make even the laziest and the undisciplined soldier respect 
him, listen to him and work for him. He was artist at that. He 
was immensely polite, charming and articulate. He always 
provided wise and well thought out advice to his seniors 
and juniors alike in the best tradition of the Queen’s Gurkha 
Officer and contributed immeasurably to the high standards 
and the reputation of the Regiment. 

I, as a rooky SNCO in the Troop, looked up to him always. 
He was my mentor. He always had time for everyone. He 
never raised his voice in anger but put his point across quietly 
but effectively. He never ever pulled his rank on anyone. He 

was also very articulate in putting his point across to senior 
officers very wisely, and strongly if necessary- but also had 
the common sense to give in gracefully.  This is indeed a 
very sad day for all of us who knew TS saheb. We have lost 
a good friend and great man.” Maj Milan Chandra Gurung 

“I join all those who have sent in the glowing tributes to TS 
saheb which reflect the genuine affection and the highest 
respect that he commanded in the Regiment. I shall always 
remember him as warm, approachable, charming, intelligent 
and an exceptional officer who I looked up to as a young 
sapper. It was my immense pleasure and privilege to have 
known him and serve as a fellow Queen's Gurkha Engineer. 
Although it is little consolation at this sad time, we can 
celebrate all his splendid achievements not only in the Army 
but in his community and social work after leaving the Army, 
and I know that his memory will live on.”   Maj Mahendra

“I have heard a prominent Colonel addressing the parents of 
a new intake at Sandhurst, and recalling how the one person 
an officer never forgets, is the Platoon Colour Sergeant of 

their training Company at RMAS.  For 
myself, whilst Sandhurst has a place 
in my memory, it was my first Troop 
QGO, then Lt Tekansing Gurung 
who lives strongest in my memory. 
TS Saheb was an able officer, who 
had seen several British officers start 
their career, and for each in turn had 
in his own way trained and groomed 
them, Archibald, Hicks and then 
Price. My earliest memory of TS was 
that beaming smile, and his gentle 
way of saying everything twice, first 
in Nepali then in English, so that 
after a while the English could be 
forgotten. TS ran the Troop in a firm 
and considerate way. The resulting 
administration was faultless and he 
always ensured that the welfare of 
his men came to the fore. 

TS was an excellent Project Manager, and in my time, 
I witnessed him build the Outward Bound School Jetty,  
assist B troop with the Tolo camp and many others. Just 
to demonstrate his considerable aptitude for projects he 
managed in one Nepal Leave to build a very substantial 
hose in Pokhara, to construct a RC road up to the nearby 
monastery, and with his able wife and family open and run 
a school. He adopted much of the material from his own 
learning experiences in the Army.

TS also had an aptitude for languages, and was equally at 
home managing business in Cantonese as in Nepali. I do 
believe that he also had a fair command of German, Bahasa 
Malay and others. This was useful as following military 
service, TS formed an Engineering Company  in Hong 
Kong and successfully provided employment for ex QGE 
tradesmen in those heady construction boom days of the 
late 1990s in Hong Kong. Naturally the Company was named 
“Ubique Engineering Services (HK) Ltd”. The company 
provided E&M and Civil Engineering “including bridging of all 
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types”, Gurkha Security Guards, Facilities Management and 
Maintenance.  He approached Martin Lodge and me to try to 
secure some more work for the Company in the difficult years 
that followed 1997. Sadly the economy was not doing so well 
and notwithstanding the expertise of his staff, competition 
from less skilled Chinese  workers became intense. 

I was fortunate to have known TS, to have visited his home 
in Pokhara on several occasions, to have spent time with his 
family and to have seen so many of his projects in Hong Kong 
and Nepal, both constructed when in the Army and out of it. 
He was a great teacher, and a true brother officer, greatly 
missed.”  Graham Price

FAMILY NEWS

This year there has sadly been a number of members of the 
Association who have passed away and we have not been able to 
commemorate their life with a fitting obituary. If you would like to 
write a few words on any of our former colleagues I will be happy 
to publish them.

Prembahadur and Pabitra Ale

Having competed my tenure as Gurkha Major in summer 
2011; I have been working in a private boarding school as a 
School Staff Instructor (SSI) in the Combined Cadet Forces 
(CCF) section of Sutton Valence School. The school is about 
5 miles south to Maidstone town centre.  I am conveniently 
located easy walking distance to both town centre and Invicta 
Park Barracks - home of the regiment.  Hence, I do not have 
to travel a long distance to work and to the regiment if I need 
to go to the mess for a drink. I am enjoying my job working 
in the school with children and CCF teachers. This year, in 
the summer I am going to Brunei with 25 children and two 
teachers to give them jungle experience and more importantly 

planning to bring the CCF children to Nepal in 2015. As a SSI, 
I plan and coordinate all field exercises, shooting, adventure 
training and liaising with the regular forces, a plenty of works 
for the Buro Manche but not hard though.

In terms of children, unlike most of my numberies  I am late 
starter. Hence the oldest one, Sudeep will go to university 
in September this year. Currently, Sudeep is in Maidstone 
Grammar studying Math, Further Math, Chemistry and 
Physic A level. Having been unsuccessful in the interview 
phase in Cambridge University, Sudeep has now decided to  
study Aeronautical Engineering in Southampton University.  
Second child, Salina is in Invicta Grammar school in first year 
A level and still unknown about her university choices and 
subject she is going to study. The youngest son, Anup is in 
year eight in Maidstone Grammar school and doing well. As 
you can see the age of my children, I have not chance to 
put my feet up for another ten years at least. My Memsahib 
is hovering between house work and part time work in local 
hotel. All in all a very happy family life.

Beside my normal work, I managed to visit Nepal twice last 
year but unfortunately I could not meet A Team in Pokhara 
but I met Hom Sen Sahib in Butwal and Giriraj Saheb in 
Kathmandu.  I still play badminton to keep myself fit. Normally 
I play with young Bhaiharu from the camp but they get 
frustration when father and son beat them in doubles. Not 
only badminton, most of the weekend I play golf with retired 
and serving sahibs in a local Golf Club. Pleased to tell you 
that we are planning to go golf holiday in Portugal in Easter 
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2013, very excited! Beside all these sports, I am training to 
run London Marathon next year in order to celebrate my 50th 
birthday. Finger cross I will get the  place.

In summary, enjoying the life here in UK although missing 
hot weather, extended families and birth place, Nepal. Thank 
you for the Regimental Association for printing my short Hal 
Khabar. “Jai QGE Balio Rahanuhos” 

Lt Col Jim Fernandes (94-96)

Jim is now two years into command at Minley.  It's been a real 
privilege to lead 3 RSME Regiment and be responsible for 
training the future young soldiers of the RE and QGE.  The 
time has flown by and, at the time of writing, the family is 
waiting with baited breath to find what the future holds.  Gillian 
has started teaching modern languages and the children 
are growing up fast; Joseph has just started boarding and 
Roseanna, having just turned 10, is already showing teenager 
traits!   Jim has very much enjoyed command, especially the 
aspects of the job that have brought him into contact with the 
wider QGE, including the excellent Kasam Khane attestation 
parades at Maidstone.  

Earlier in the year, Jim 
tasked Curragh Tp with 
organising an Adventurous 
Training expedition to 
Nepal.  He managed to 
clear the diary to take 
part himself in Exercise 
TIGER HIMALAYAN 
SAPPER.  The enclosed 
photo shows Jim thanking 
Colonel Andrew Mills for 
the support provided by 
British Gurkhas Nepal and 
presenting a Regimental 
plaque at the embassy 
residence in Kathmandu 

at the end of the exercise.  An excellent evening was spent 
reminiscing on the good old days in Hong Kong and Hameln, 
the latter where Jim spent a year as Colonel Andrew's 
Adjutant.  Jim also met up with Capt (retd) Mohan Gurung 
in Pokhara (third photo).  Jim and Mohan Saheb served 
together as 2IC and Gurkha Captain of 67 Gurkha Indep Fd 
Sqn immediately prior to its disbandment in Hong Kong in 
1996.  

Rich and Liz Jones (05-06)

After a few years 
of the Editor’s 
badgering, and 
with some family 
news to let 
everyone know, I 
thought it finally 
time I put pen to 
paper and submit a 
brief update!

Having retired from 
the Army in 2007 following the realisation that nothing would 
quite live up to the 3 months ‘working’ hard in Belize with 
69 Sqn, I haven’t escaped that far. Following a few years 
broadening my civilian experience, including a period with 
the FCO, I have spent the last couple of years working for 
a security engineering consultancy established by retired 
sapper officers! Further demonstrating my inability to 
completely let go of my military past as well as calling on 
some of my experiences since leaving the Corps, earlier this 
year I qualified as a chartered engineer through the Institution 
of Royal Engineers.

More importantly, on the family front, Liz and I were married 
shortly after I left the Army and the first addition to the Jones 
clan was born earlier this year. I can safely say that since the 
arrival of Emilia, life certainly hasn’t slowed down! With Liz 
returning to work later in the year to resume her HR career as 
well as building her coaching and hypnotherapy business, it 
looks like things will continue moving along at pace!

Col Andrew Mills:  (81, 82-84, 94, 09-13)

Andrew Mills continues to enjoy life in Nepal triple hatted 
as the Defence Attaché, Commander British Gurkhas, and 
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Director of the Gurkha Welfare Scheme.  It’s a wonderful post, 
where he bumps into many of our burdhos and is expected 
to go trekking every six weeks.  Alas all that, and his Army 
career, come to an end in July when he’s reluctantly handing 
over to fellow QGE wallah  and old friend, Sean Harris.  As 
he’s just bought a house and a yacht on the Solent, he’s a 
little surprised to have accepted the ideal job in Northern 
Scotland. But gap years will continue yet awhile!

Major Ian and Denise Moore (98-01, 04-05, 09-11)

Two years have quickly passed since leaving command (of 
69 Gurkha Field Squadron).  Thus my tenure as the Engineer 
Recruiting and Liaison Officer (ERLO) is drawing to a close.  
It has been a hectic but enjoyable period, as I have seen 
the closure of Headquarters Engineer in Chief (Army); been 
embroiled in the transition to and upskilling of Regimental 
Headquarters Royal Engineers; and weathered the ongoing 
storm of the Recruiting Partnering Project (an Army initiative 
to stream line and outsource recruiting operations to a civilian 
partner).  Having said all of that, the post has kept me at home.  
So the Moores have well and truly consolidated in Berkshire.  

Denise has continued as the Head of Commercialisation for 
Westfield London (for the uninitiated, the Capital’s premier 
retail and leisure experience) but as life is about to get turned 
on its head with the arrival of another daughter, is about to 
take a ‘check pace’ on the career treadmill.  Brooke our first 
daughter is growing fast (she is now 4 ½ going on 14) and as 
Daddy has been home full time, has maximised her efforts to 
wrap him around her little finger.  She is succeeding but I’m 
not complaining!

Given my post I have proudly worn Queen’s Gurkha Engineer 
garb and publicised the Regiment at every opportunity.  I 
intend to carry on doing so throughout my next assignment 
- Senior Instructor Command Training, Royal Engineer 
Warfare Wing (new Battlefield Engineering Wing) – as I will 
have daily contact with the next generation of Royal Engineer 
and Queen’s Gurkha Engineer young officers.  I also maintain 
regular contact with many bhuro officers and soldiers in the 
Minley area, so I still get the chance to practice my ever 
waning ‘Nepali basa’ and terrible Nepali dancing.  

Graham and Rebecca Price, (77-80,81-83)
 

Graham and 
Rebecca, among 
the longer term 
members of the 
Stay behind Party 
in Hong Kong are 
well and busy with 
two small children, 
Hannah is now 
nearly 4 and 
Ethan 1. David is, 
still, learning to fly 

helicopters at Middle Wallop. Hong Kong looks very much 
to the Motherland now, and China dominates the economy 
and politics. Rebecca is championing learning enhancement 
at Chinese international School while Graham continues 
working on 
a variety of 
projects, whilst 
contemplat ing 
the practicalities 
of employment 
for the over 
fifties (!)
  
Ian McEvoy 
passes through 
somewhat less 
frequently now, but we never miss the opportunity to catch 
up, and if lucky sail together. Last year was notable for 
appearances by Mike Law and Mark Hughes – both visitors 
were the cause of great celebration, and closing one’s eyes 
could it have been 30 years ago in Wanchai. Malcolm Peart 
also came to town, sorted out a few projects and moved on!! 
Aged in grayness of hair but not behaviour!

Graham Price, Mark Hughes, Richard Beazley, Malcolm 
Peart  Dickens Bar, Excelsior Hotel

As always, anyone visiting Hong Kong or with a few 
hours in transit, please get in touch! +852 91001267 +852 
91001267 FREE   or gprice@netvigator.com
  

Derek Sidaway (74-77)

The photo below shows me at Excel Paralympics 2012 table 
tennis venue waiting for players to arrive and then to enter 

Stop Press – Freya Elizabeth was born a little earlier than 
expected on 13 Jun.  We are overjoyed by her safe arrival.
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scores on the internet.  I was employed by the table tennis 
tournament for sport information.

I must add how very grateful I was to Bill and Bimala 
Chesshyre for providing me lodgings while attending the 
Paralympics.

01263722930
01263722930  - SKYPE
82 Cromer Road Mundesley, N.Norfolk NR11 8DD

Urchins (Feb 92 – Feb 94) 

Twenty years ago, the Urchins (Ty, Gilli, Lauren and Tim) were 
half way through one of the best experiences of their lives – 
namely a tour in Hong Kong with QGE (Ty was Adjutant).  
As we reflect on some of these wonderful experiences, it 
seemed appropriate to pen a couple of lines on where we 
are now.  Last year was quite a significant one for us Urchins, 
particularly as we celebrated our 25th wedding anniversary in 
July which seemed more than a decent enough excuse for 
a ‘big’ family holiday.  In August we went to New York where 
we toured the sites, walked lots, didn’t sleep enough and ate 
far more than was absolutely necessary.  As for our not-so-
youngsters ... Lauren (23)  graduated from Southampton in 
July with a 2:1 in Physiotherapy and in October landed a job 
at a near-by rehabilitation hospital for people with complex 
neurological conditions.  Tim (21) is now in his second year 
at Oxford Brookes where he is particularly enjoying his Sport 
Science and Nutrition course, as well as rugby, UOTC, skiing, 

adventurous training 
etc.  Gilli works as an 
Activity Organiser with 
the elderly and is also 
part of the Warminster 
Military Wives Choir 
which is great fun.  
After a brief spell 
in London writing a 
study on Afghanistan 
Strategic Narrative, 
Ty got promoted to 
Major General and 
now works in Andover 
at the Army HQ as the 
Chief of Staff (which 
all seems a long way 
removed from Nepal 
and Hong Kong); he is 

thoroughly looking forward to taking over as Colonel of the 
Regiment in September.  

A few youngsters!

Harry and Alison Vialou Clark  (64-66; 74-77; 
77-79 (DCRE Nepal))

We remember our time with the Regiment and in Nepal with 
much happiness.  I follow the goings-on as closely as I can 
but it is all too easy to lose touch.  Our lives revolve around 
our activities in Kenya which have been our focus for the past 
twenty years.  I founded two charities (www.langalanga.org.
uk and www.kariandusi.co.uk) for the benefit of the poor in 
the area of Gilgil town north of Nairobi.

With fifteen primary schools in our portfolio, it was time to 
attempt a secondary school.  The Woodard Corporation has 
raised the bulk of the money from the 47 schools of their 
foundation.  Ardingly College, my old school, has played 
a very significant part, as have so many other Woodard 
schools, individuals and charitable trusts and businesses.  
We are nearing completion and already well over 200 children 
who would normally have been denied further education now 
learn in beautiful surroundings.  Another 240 will be added by 
February 2015.
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Alison and I are kept busy keeping an eye on the 262 scholars 
who have won a chance to climb out of poverty.  We see them 
through secondary education and, if they do well enough, 
they go to universities, or colleges.  We only award to those 
who are ‘bright and poor’ from 20 rural primary schools.  The 
depth of intelligence amongst them is almost limitless in such 
a big sample.  Our latest two major successes include a fully 
qualified doctor (part of his training was in London) and a girl 
who gained seven straight A grades in her A levels!  The sky 
is the limit now for both.

None of this would happen without Alison’s uncomplaining 
and guaranteed support.  We have wonderful trustees and 
so many who give of their time, money and cheerfulness.  
Victoria, our daughter, is now married and has a three year 
old son.  They plan to work in international schools once 
vacancies arise for them all.  They live very close to us so we 
see them frequently.  Son Max, on the other hand, lives in St 
Albans, has three fast growing children aged 15, 13 and 11 
at day schools so Rachel is a full time taxi driver!  Max is a 
director of BAA and works in Heathrow.

I was amazed to learn that I was to be awarded the MBE 
‘for services to education in Kenya’.  Prince Charles did the 
needful in what was a most wonderful day for all the family.

A surprise welcome from pupils of our Woodard
Secondary School on my 73 birthday!

UPDATE FROM THE OLD AND BOLD 
IN KATHMANDU
Capt (Retd) Manilal Thapa

The political situation in Nepal has not changed much from 
the last report in QGE Magazine in 2007.  The good news is 
that there are hardly any BANDHS lately, hence there is no 
long queing for the fuel.  Sadly, upto 12 hours load shedding 
still continuing, specially in the winter when the rivers are dry.  
Similarly, traffic jams in Kathmandu has gone from bad to 
worse, although there seems to hundreds traffic policemen 
and women on the road to control the flow of the traffic.  Now-a-
days, you do not see much rubbish lying everywhere because 
Kathmandu Nagarpalika department collect and dump them 
in an allocated dumping sites.  The present government is 
gradually disbanding people using plastic bags within two 
years which hopefully will cut down fifty percent rubbish.  One 
noticeable changes present government introduced in whole 
Nepal is road widening project in all big cities and towns.  
Hopefully, next time you are in Nepal, you may be able to see 
little wider roads with more traffic lights.

Most of the younger members of the Regiment have gone to 
UK to settle but the “burho party’ continue to brave to face the 
harsh but comfortable lifestyle in Nepal and striving to build 
a Naya Nepal.  I enclose short background of QGE Old and 
Bold members, living in Kathmandu.

Major (Retired) Deobahadur Thapa.  Joined the Brigade on 
14 October 1938 and retired on 18 August 1970.  He is now 
92 years young and looking healthy.  He occasionally visits 
Norvic hospital for his normal medical checkup.  Sadly, now-
a-days, he does not attend QGE functions.

Major (Retired) Bhimbahadur Gurung MVO MBE.  He is 
still very much active and involved in many various important 
rolls.  At present, he is the President of the Brigade of Gurkhas’ 
Regimental Association in Nepal.  Also, he is the President 
of QGE Regimental Association in Nepal.  He continuously 
runs many project works of the Rotary Club of the Himalayan 
Gurkhas.  He keeps himself fit by walking 2-3 hours everyday.

Major (Retired) Bharatsing Limbu.  I still remember vividly 
a hockey match played in Kluang Padang against a local 
team in 1968.  During the game, he was hit by a ball in his 
leg.  Although, he was in pain but he just got up and started 
to chase the fellow around the pitch with his hockey stick.  He 
used to play at right back and was a solid in defence.  He is 
still very fit, healthy and cheerful.  He always attends QGE 
functions.

Major (Retired) Bhimbahadur Thapa.  He is fit and well.  He 
attends all QGE functions immaculately dressed with Nepali 
topi.

Captain (Retired) Embahadur Gurung.  Few years 
back, the Gurung family sold their house in Godavari and 
currently living in Mahalaxmisthan, near Lagankhel, Lalitpur.  
Still searching for a right spot to build their dream home.  
Maintaining his health very well.  Attends all QGE functions.

Major (Retired) Sunar Gurung MVO BEM.  He is still 
suffering from arthritis but recovering slowly.  It is nice to see 
him driving his Maruti Alto car to attend QGE functions.

Major (Retired) Indrakamal Tamang.  Lately, he is looking fit 
and well.  Currently, living in Thasikhel, Lalitpur.

Captain (Retired) Lokbahadur Gurung.  Still rarely seen.  
Last time, I met him was in QGE birthday celebration.  He 
looks fit and healthy and I think he has given up smoking 
which is good news.

Major (Retired) Lakpatshering Bhotia.  About a year ago, 
he left the job from UN Office Nepal.  Currently, living in 
Baluwatar.  I think he has now sold his 350cc Triumph Bullet.  
He is still very fit and healthy.  Likes meeting QGE members 
and attends QGE social gatherings.

Captain (Retired) Manikumar Prodhan.  Currenly, living 
in Jawalakhel.  He is enjoying his retired life.  He is fit and 
healthy.  Attends all QGE functions.
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Captain (Retired) Jogindrasing Gurung.  Last year, he 
seriously fell ill due to his chest pain and pneumonia but he 
made a quick recovery and now living a normal healthy life 
with his family.  One of his twin daughters is now married.  His 
grandson is mastering watercolour painting under guidance 
of JS sahib.  

Captain (Retired) Jahansing Rai.  As usual, he is maintaining 
his health very well.  Living in Mahalaxmisthan in his beautiful 
house.  All his children are living in Sydney, Australia.  Both of 
them visit their children once a year.  A keen golfer and very 
well maintaining his 18 handicap.

Major (Retired) Surjabahadur Thapa MVO.  Living in 
Dholahiti, Lalitpur in his beautiful self designed house.  He is 
the Chairman of QGE Regimental Association in Kathmandu.  
He is also very much involved constructing a house for Nepal 
Magar Samaj Sewa Kendra Bhawan.  His daughter, Sujita 
runs her own Travel Agent.  He is very much involved in 
all QGE matters of Kathmandu branch, looking after QGE 
birthday celebrations and other functions.  He is fit and 
healthy.

Major (Retired) Haribahadur Thapa.  Living in Dhobighat, 
Lalitpur.  Retired from Kadoorie Association about two years 
back.  Now enjoying retired life very much with his family.  
Occassionally, both of husband and wife go to USA to visit 
their children.  HB sahib is maintaining his health very well 
and attends all QGE functions.  

Captain (Retired) Birbahadur Limbu.  Living in Bhainsepate, 
Lalitpur.  He runs his own private tour agent.  Arranges visitors 
to take them to all parts of Nepal in his self driven Pajero.  He 
is a keen in fishing and shooting.  He used to play golf few 
years back but due to many commitments, he opted not to 
play golf.  I think, he made a big mistake not to play instead 
other.  He is fit, healthy and attends all QGE functions.

Captain (Retired) Durgaprasad Gurung.  Currently living in 
Dholahiti of Lalitpur district.  His eldest son, Ashok is in Nepal 
Army as a Lt Col and presently commanding a battalion based 
at Sundarijal.  He keeps himself fit and healthy.  Attends all 
QGE functions.

Captain (Retired) Chitrabahadur Thapa.  Living in 
Ekantakuna, Lalitpur.  His eldest son, Iraj is now living in 
Sydney, Australia with his family.  He is now enjoying his 
retired life very much with his family.  He is fit and healthy.  
Attends all QGE functions held in Kathmandu.

Captain (Retired) Imanhang Limbu BEM  Retired from 
Kadoorie job about six years ago and currently, living in 
beautiful scenic Godavari over looking Kathmandu valley.  
Very much involved
in many social activities, keeping very fit and healthy.  Attends 
all QGE functions both in Kathmandu and Pokhara.

Captain (Retired) Kulbahadur Tamang BEM.  He is a Chief 
Security Officer of a Norwegian Cruise Liner, based in Miami.  
I think he is the most travelled member of QGE.  He comes 
for one month break in every three months.  He is fit and 

healthy.  Attends most of the QGE functions whenever he is 
in Nepal.  

Captain (Retired) Giriraj Thapa.  Sahib is still running his 
Nepali Kitchen restaurant in Thamel.  Occasionally, the QGE 
functions are held in his restaurant.  He is fit and healthy.  He 
attends all QGE social gatherings.  

Lieutenant (Retired) Ravindra Sahi.  Recently, he retired 
from the BGN as an EO in the Admin Group after 17 years.  
He is now fully enjoying his retired life.  He is just back from 
UK, enrolling his son in a university.  He keeps himself fit and 
attends all QGE functions and helps the Committee members 
as and when required.

Captain (Retired) Manilal Thapa.  My wife and I recently 
returned from Sydney, Australia visiting our three children 
living there.  Punam and Sujan gave birth to a son and a 
daughter respectively, so we are now a proud grandparents.  
We try to visit them once a year.  Living in Nakhipot, I love 
playing golf and play three times a week in Royal Nepal Golf 
Club (RNGC).  Those who wish to play round golf if you 
happen to be in Kathmandu, please contact me.  I will be 
more than happy to arrange the golf.  I try to maintain my 
fitness and involve in organizing QGE functions as I am the 
Secretary of QGE Kathmandu branch.
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE QUEEN’S 
GURKHA ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION HELD AT ON SATURDAY 29th 

SEPTEMBER 2012
Present:

Lieutenant General Sir DR Bill KCB
Brigadier AD Harking OBE 
Major MAS Baker 
Major Ekbahadur Gurung   

24 Members of the Association
Lieutenant Colonel J F Wheeley MBE 

President and Colonel of the Regiment
Chairman 
Representing Comdt QGE 
Gurkha Major 

Secretary

                  
Apologies were received from Comdt QGE, the Magazine Editor, Social Member, Nepal Member, Web Site Editor and 12 
Members of the Association. 

ITEM 1 – OPENING REMARKS BY THE CHAIRMAN

1. The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming the Members present and thanking the Commandant and Gurkha 
Major for hosting the day’s events.

2. The Chairman then moved onto Item 6 of the Agenda and briefed the Meeting as follows:

a. The Charity Commission had approved the merger of the Regimental Trust and the Perowne Trust, and that the QGEA, 
which in itself is not a charity, would also be incorporated into the new Queens Gurkha Engineers Regimental and 
Perowne Trust.

b. In future there will be only one set of accounts for the Charity Commission but all three existing funds will be kept 
separate within the over-arching fund.

c. From a Charity Commission perspective the changes represent a sensible rationalisation.

d. Copies of the revised rules of the Trust that had been approved by the Charity Commission were available for Members 
to read at the Meeting.

e. There was a requirement to revise the committee structure and this would be done before the end of 2012. 

f. Due to changes in the Gurkha Welfare Service the existing method of finding and monitoring recipients of Perowne Trust 
grants was no longer viable.  The Colonel of the Regiment and Chairman have organised with Colonel Andrew Mills, 
DA Kathmandu, a revised structure and system that utilises the expertise available within the Regimental Association 
Nepal.  It is hoped to find applicants to fund later this year.  The revised structure will be sustainable in the medium term 
– Colonel Sean Harris is replacing Colonel Mills - but not necessarily in the long term.  The Perowne Trust has some 
£59k and the intention is to draw it down by providing larger grants.

3. In closing this Item the Chairman expressed his thanks to Mike Adler, the Association and Trusts’ Treasurer, for all his  
hard work in achieving the Charities amalgamation.

ITEM 2 – PREVIOUS MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING

4. The Minutes of the AGM for 2010 were passed as a true record. 

Proposed:  Captain Gadd     Seconded: Lieutenant Colonel Inge

ITEM 3 – ACCOUNTS 

5. The Treasurer sent his apologies and the Chairman drew the Meeting’s attention to a financial statement that had 
been prepared by the Treasurer covering the period up to 21 September 2012, a copy of which is attached to these minutes.  In 
essence the value of all the funds has risen in line with rises in the Stock Market.

ITEM 4 – THE MAGAZINE

6. The Magazine Editor sent his apologies; a copy of the notes that were provided to the Secretary to brief the Meeting 
is attached. 

7. The Chairman thanked Major Gooch, the Magazine Editor, for all his hard work over the past year and for the production 
of a really excellent Association Magazine.
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ITEM 5 – THE QGEA WEB SITE

8. The Web Site Editor sent his apologies.  Secretary briefed the Meeting that the Web Site was developing well and that 
later this year the Gurkha Brigade Association web site go-live. 

ITEM 6 – FUTURE TRUST STRUCTURAL CHANGES

9. This Item was covered as a part of Item 1.
 

ITEM 7 – REGIMENTAL UPDATE

10. Commandant QGE sent his apologies.  Major Baker, OC 70 Gurkha Field Squadron (Search), briefed the meeting; a 
copy of his notes is attached1.

11. The Colonel of the Regiment commented that the ongoing redundancy was a masterful exercise by both the previous 
and present Commandants.  Unfortunately a number of sappers and lance corporals were being made redundant before they 
had reached their pensionable service point and that this may create welfare problems in the future.

12. The Gurkha Major commented that as part of the reduction in Regimental strength a number of QGE soldiers have 
transferred to other Arms and Services, mostly to the Adjutant General’s Corps but also to the Royal Engineers.

ITEM 8 – QGEA FUNCTIONS FOR 2013

13. The Social Member sent his apologies.  The Secretary briefed the Meeting as follows:

a. The Summer Lunch was held at Minley Manor on 9 June 2012.  Forty nine Members attended, with spouses and the 
total number of attendees was 74, of which more than half of these were serving members of the Regiment, who were to 
be thanked for ensuring that the event was able to take place.  The event did not generate any funds for the association 
coffers as the commodity estimate completed by the QOGLR chefs was woefully inaccurate; a lesson for future events. 

b. Whilst the officer membership accept the cost of the lunch (not necessarily happily), it is preclusive for the soldier 
cohort.  It is therefore suggested that we look into subsidising Full Members attendance - e.g. £5 per person, leaving 
£12.50 for individuals to pay.  Non- members would continue to be charged a higher rate - £20.

14. The Social member will also look into options for the summer lunch; it may be possible to squeeze one more into Minley 
Manor in June 2013.

15. During a discussion as to where future Summer Lunches could be held once Minley Manor closes two suggestions 
were put forward:

a. That the Southern Lunch and the Summer Lunch should be combined into one function.

b. That a possible alternative venue worth investigating would be the Hawley Yacht Club.

ITEM 9 – FUTURE DATES AND EVENTS

16. The Secretary briefed the Meeting that the following events had been notified to him by the Gurkha Brigade Association: 

a. 8 November 2012: Field of Remembrance, GBA AGM and GBA Dinner.

b. 11 November 2012: Remembrance Sunday Parade at the Cenotaph.

c. 11 March 2013: Memorial Gates Ceremony.

d. 27 April 2013: RGR Reunion at Twickenham.

e. 8 June 2013: GBA Memorial Service and Reunion at RMA Sandhurst.

f. 20 June 2013: Nepal Cup Final, All Ranks Reunion and Beating Retreat.

g. 7 November 2013: Field of Remembrance, GBA AGM and GBA Dinner.

17. The 2013 Regimental Birthday Parade will be held on Saturday 28 September 2013.  It will be followed by the Association 
AGM and a black tie dinner in the RE HQ Mess to mark the handover of Colonels of the Regiment.

18. The Colonel of the Regiment commented that it would be a nice gesture if Association Members could make up a table 
at the Gurkha Brigade Association Dinner on 8 November 2012 as General Sir Peter Wall was attending, having assumed the 
appointment of Colonel Commandant Gurkha Brigade Association.

1    For the purpose of the Magazine the COmdt’s Note is not attached as his points are covered elsewhere.
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ITEM 10 – ANY OTHER BUSINESS

19. Mr Howard Green briefed the Meeting on the work of the Pahar Trust:

a. The association between the Pahar Trust, the Regiment and the Association is hugely significant.

b. Howard Green is now working full time for the Pahar Trust having relinquished his post as Programme Leader of a 
teacher training course that ran in conjunction with Chester University.

c. Kharpani: the Trust raised over £30,000 to help the victims of the April 2012 flood.  Emergency aid was given and 
bamboo houses to be built very soon.  A water project will also to be undertaken in conjunction with Rotary Clubs and 
will be opened (by Howard and Sue Green) in December 2012.

d. Projects: last year six new schools were completed in both West & East Nepal:

(1) In April new schools will opened in the East - Danda Bazaar, Hangpang and Phurumbo.

(2) In the West a number will open including the Tom Langridge Memorial School at Bhichok.  It is 90% 
completed & will be ready in November.  The community are very grateful to all the support from QGE members.

e. Teacher Training: a significant amount of teacher training has been undertaken in West Nepal.  We are beginning to 
have clear evidence that this is helping to raise standards and many Pahar Trust Nepal schools have creditable SLC 
results - much better than the national average.  This training has been undertaken in conjunction with Global Action 
Nepal.

f. Better classrooms equals better learning but requires resources such as books and DVDs.  These are resources that 
the Trust has been directly involved with and are making significant sales in Nepal that is being very well received.

g. Cairn Trust: Several Trust Schools now have wonderful libraries having received support from the Cairn Trust; an on-
going initiative.

20. Mr Green presented a framed letter of appreciation to Derek and Diana Clayton-Brown for all the support they have 
given to the Trust.

21. The Colonel of the Regiment briefed the Meeting on the following points:

a. As Patron of the Pahar Trust he wished to congratulate Howard and Sue Green on the amazing work they are 
doing and considered that the arrangement with the Cairn Trust would be of long term benefit to schooling in Nepal. 

b. He noted that the Gurkha Welfare Trust had removed itself from providing education within Nepal.  This demise of the 
Gurkha Welfare Trust education effort could be to the Perowne Trust’s advantage.  The revised system for the Perowne 
Trust under the aegis of Colonels Mills and Harris should overcome the difficulties the Trust has faced in the last two 
years and allow the Trust to use its funds quite quickly whilst the Defence Attaches are ex QGE.  He stressed the 
importance of links with Nepal as there was an increasing risk of separation due to more and more soldiers retiring to UK. 

c. The transfer of QGE soldiers to other Arms and Services was good news as it reduces redundancy.  However, once 
redundancy is over there is the risk that promotion in QGE will be perceived as being worse than in RE and that QGE 
could loose its best soldiers to RE.

d. He noted that Brigadier Urch would take over as Colonel of the Regiment in late 2013 and thanked the QGEA Committee 
for all their hard work.

22. On a question regarding Membership of the Association the Secretary briefed the Meeting that 19 Associate Members 
had converted to Full Membership but that only one ex QGE soldier had joined as an Associate Member.

23. Colonel Chesshyre asked why there was not an update on the political situation.  This was an over sight by the 
Secretary.

Afternote.   A briefing note by the Nepal Member on the political situation in Nepal is attached to these minutes.

J F Wheeley MBE
Lieutenant Colonel
Secretary           17  October 2012
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Rear cover photo:

LCpl Amardip Thebe and Spr Samir Thebe during the victory ceremony at Hampton Court.

Gurkha 200 Update
The planning to commemorate the 200th anniversary of Gurkha Service to the British Crown is well underway and “will 
mark 200 years of service to the crown with a series of activities that enhances the Brigade’s reputation both nationally 
and internationally, in order to contribute to the maintenance of the Brigade of Gurkhas in the Army’s order of battle and 
to enhance and engage support for the GWT”
	
More details will follow over the coming year from both our Association Secretary and from information published 
on the newly launced Gurkha Brigade Website (www.gurkha.bde.com).  All Gurkha Brigade Associations have been 
asked to contribute to this occasion by not only wholeheartedly supporting all G200 events but also by doing something 
positive for GWT and the Gurkha Museum.  Each RA has been asked to consider taking on the following:

1. Entering a team to Trailwalker 2015, to raise funds but also to increase awareness and demonstrate that we all 
remain determined to help our old and bold. 

2. Committing to sign up at least 50 ‘Friends of the Gurkha Museum. 

3.  Agreeing to organise a Fund Raising event to raise funds for the GWT and the Museum. Given enough 
notice, HQBG would hope to be able to support these events with speakers, pipers etc. 

4.  Organise a Battlefield Tour, offering places to members of Brigade RAs. We suggest that you might consider sharing 
such trips, ie 6GR and 10GR could jointly plan a Gallipoli visit for the 100th Anniversary. There are good contacts in 
Italy, Gordon Corrigan is ready to help, and Ashley Truluck, late QGS, runs a Battlefield Tour Company and will be 
delighted to get involved 

5.  Support, to the best of your abilities, any GWT Regional Branch activities.

www.gurkha.bde.com – the new website for the GBA

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced without the permission of the 
Editor. The opinions expressed in this publication are those of individual contributors and do 

not reflect the official MoD policy.

Editorial matter and illustrations copyright QGE Association.

The deadline for material to be with the Editor for 2014 edition
 of the Magazine is 31 March 2014 




