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EDITORIAL

Looking back at previous Newsletters I see that I am not the only
editor to suffer the sudden blankness of mind when faced with a piece
of paper boldly labelled "Editorial™, but otherwise virgin white. Also,
like other editors, I have to face the assaults of "Disgusted,

Tunbridge Wells", What can one do when told that someone hopes one's
antiques get woodworm, bees turn into wasps and truncheon atrophies?
Luckily WeND* is coming to dinner soon so perhaps I can make peace.

Our thanks to Jane Corsellis for her charming illustrations in our
last edition, I think that everyone will agree that they added
considerably to the quality of the whole. Photographs have still
eluded us, not entirely from technical reasons, We will keep trying.

The economics of the operation seem to have deterred most people from
planning the trip to Hong Kong for Dashera, and as you will see from
the Commandant's report, flights for the old and bold from Nepal are
in baulk. Anyone who is going from here can not do better than use
the "Super Apex" flights, at considerable cost saving, but please make
your own arrangements with the Regiment.

I will close with the usual request for material for the Newslettere I
would be delighted to receive anything from short fillers to fully
fledged articles. Have we any more artistic talent? I long to find a
regular cartoonist to help out the diet of words - someone serving in
the Regiment would be ideale.
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REGIMENTAL NEWSLETTER

With men of 68 Squadron pictured on the front page of the Daily
Telegraph and news of all sorts of reinforcements being rushed to
Hong Kong I should perhaps start the Newsletter with a resume of
what is going on.

For some time now the number of illegal immigrants crossing the
border frem China into Bong Kong has been rising dramatically. So
much so that the yearly total of captures in 1977 had become a daily
figure earlier this year. Well over 14,000 Chinese were arrested and
sent back to China in May alone compared with the then staggering
total of 8,000 captured throughout 1978. Thankfully there are signs
that the flood is being stemmed by the latest measures but the situa-
tion is exacerbated by the large number of Vietnamese refugees who
have poured into the Colony since Christmas.

A short while ago the Gurkha Field Force deployed all battalions
into tactical areas of responsibility, putting the Services into a
position where support was vital in order to sustain operations for
any length of time. Previously we had manned the land border, the
Maipo marches and the Tolo Peninsula. We have now taken on Castle
Peak, Lantau and Sai Kung. The Regiment too has been affected., We
are reinforcing the primary fence along the border (it was this that
formed the subject of the Daily Telegraph photograph) and re-wiring,
with the help of prisoners from Tai Lam Chung, the Snake fence put
up by 69 and 68 Squadrons over 10 years ago. We are also tasked to
build an 'Australian' - hutted camp at Pak Nai to house a company
located away from barracks, and 4 re-broadcast huts for the Queen's
Gurkha Signals. We already operate boats for 2 battalions; shortly
we take over responsibilities for a third in anticipation of the
delivery of more powerful craft to replace the ageing and somewhat
unseaworthy assault boat. All this has happened as we draw near to
the end of our project season and prepare to re-train. The chance
of doing the latter in any depth has receded into the future but I
am determined that we shall cover at least the essential subjects at
troop level if we possibly can before the Summer is over.

But to look back at less hectic times. The year started in grand
style with the presentation of the Duraad Medal by the CBF, Major
General Sir Roy Redgrave, to SSgt Milanchandra Gurunge The parade,

a short simple ceremony on the Perowne Square, went without a hitche.
January also saw us on exercise with the Gurkha Field Force. Three
full battalions deployed to fight each other across the 'moon' country
of Castle Peak, with Philip Poole providing very realistic battle
simulation at appropriate times. The General was heard to comment
that the fighting came perilously close on almost every occasion that
his' helicoptor touched down. Philip assured me that they were using
no more than 3 pound charges. I was certainly aware of gunfire of
somewhat larger calibre during the final night attack! I should
perhaps explain that I was chief umpire and so called master controller.
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This was an excellent excuse for setting up a pleasant camp on the
beach near Black Point and keeping Peter Druitt and Nigel Standbridge
away from their offices for a week. Whilst all this was going on, the
Korean Homour Guard party was preparing to move and our newly joined
recruits were helping out on the border acting as infantrye. The
project parties too were cracking on with their work.

Project work has gone weil, 67 Squadron have been most successful in
rounding off the very ambitious Sai Kung jetty, opened on 9 April by
the CBF, They also built a hardstanding for the Stanley Services Boat
Club and have completed a much needed footpath for the RAF families

in Sek Kong. Their Tolo project is now well underway. The fish pond
reclamation has taken longer than planned due to very heavy rain, but
Ian McEvoy and latterly Graham Price, have built a comprehensive water
supply scheme and erected a Twynham hut. They have been aided and
abetted by General Hugh's son, Richard, one of our two SSLC officers.

68 Squadron likewise have not been idle. They have completed a long
list of improvements both at Wardhaven and Gurkhahaven and they soldier
on with the "Plunging Fire Tower' mentioned in the last newsletter;
only a few days work remain before that too can be struck off the

list., Fortunately from the training point of view the start of the
Squadron's major project, the POLMIL base at Kat O Chau, was delayed.
This allowed Mike Gaffmey toc put his men through an intensive month's
training before the present emergency really started.

Support Squadron have also been heavily committed. In addition to
their normal back-up of the field squadrons, David Saunders and his
men have completed several other tasks. These include a very
impressive road block, on the books I suspect for many years, and a
pre-fabricated steel girder footbridge which they are preparing to
emplace at Pat Heung. Plant Troop have just finished extensive rescue
work on the Nim Wan road, built by 33 Squadron some time ago. Soon
they will be employed preparing sites for the many new huts needed by
the re-deployed infantry. The Design Team have not stopped; they are
renowned for their speedy reaction and excellent workmanship and their
work has been used frequently by the PWD who find it hard to produce
results in the same short time.

It is appropriate here to mention the other big project in hand, the
building of the new barracks and associated training wing accommodation.
Planning goes ahead steadily. Thanks to sterling work by John Morgan,
who acts as our Project Liaison Officer, and Peter Druitt, I believe
that the end result will be satisfactory to all., The amount of work
during the preparatory stage of the nearly £6 million project has
been most extensive. To help out, we are pressing for a full-time
Project Liaison Officer and a Sapper gquartermaster is earmarked to
join us in Spring next year until a completion of the project. We
have done some juggling with the original plans. The British officers’
quarters are now going to be built behind the barracks almost up
against the catchment road which many of you will remember. The
British Sergeants Mess will be on Gordon Hard football pitch, or what
is left of it after road widening. We hope for a 2 or 3 storey
families hospital to replace the existing one. Having seen the
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relatively palatial construction at Gun Club, where their need is
far less than ours, we have gone into bat strongly to get something
worthwhile for Perowne. We have considerable support and are
optimistic that the hospital will be included with the rest of the
camp build. We hope too that it will incorporate the final answer
to the question of accommodating our WRVS lady and the three mid-
wives. We are working hard to increase the very inadequate scales
for their quarters to something more realistic and comfortable.

Gordon Hard Boat Club too is high on John Morgan's list of jobs in
hand. Initial euphoria over the granting of £28,000 to cover the
cost rapidly waned when a firm price was eventually obtained. Pared
down to a basic shell I am even now faced with asking the Boat Club
to foot the balance of possibly up to £4,000. We have been beaten
by rapidly escalating costs and our own over-ambitious designs. But
we hope in the end to get at least something to replace the existing
club house in the near future.

Before leaving the subject of buildings, many of you will be
interested to hear that HQ British Forces have moved finally from
Victoria Barracks into HMS Tamar. HRH The Prince of Wales opened
the new 26 storey-high headquarters on 4 March. The move was
completed shortly afterwards, and included the CRE's office. I am
still on a carpeted floor but it appears that I must continue to
share my meagre accommodation. My only complaint is that whereas
before it was the CBF who used it as a changing room, now it is the
security senior NCO} Perhaps I should use it more often.

The Prince's visit was very much a private affair in his capacity
as Colonel-in-Chief of the 2nd Gurkhas. The Regiment was called on
several occasions to provide assistance in building VIP helicoptor
pads, lighting for the beating of retreat and sundry stands. But
these things apart we had little to do with the visit and few were
given a good opportunity to see the Royal visitor.

Qur own VIP visitor was the Engineer in Chief. General Peter
Campbell spent an all-too-brief time with us in late March. We were
able to show him the squadrons hard at work on projects, treat him to
an excellent party at the QGOs mess, and dine him away in style at

a Guest Night in our own mess. The last he appeared to appreciate
greatly. There is some doubt as to exactly when he left the mess
but we believe that it wasn't much before 4 am. The evening went
with a swing with our latest regular officer arrival, Hamish Macleod,
putting on an excellent display of piping which bodes well for when
the Pipes and Drums go on leave! The GM and Gurkha Captains were
guests of the mess and lent tone to the occasion with their dancing
demonstration. There is no doubt that for a first visit to the
Regiment General Peter showed considerable naching form. We hope
that he will be able to return before his tour of duty is over.
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Another important visit in March was that of Derek Brownson, Commanding
Officer of 71 (Scottish) Engineer Regiment (Volunteers). He was on
his way to Melbourne to help organise thet city's tattoo. (For a
further explanation of this unlikely tale you should ask his
predecessor Robin Jordan!) As the first step in the forming of a

'Bond of Friendship' with 71 Regiment we were to exchange pipe banners
at a special beating of retreat. In the event, Colonel Douglas Spratt,
the Regiment's honorary Colonel, was delayed in his departure from
London and missed the parade - which was unfortunate as he was carry-
ing the banner! Eventually Douglas' wife, Margaret, presented their
banner on her return through Hong Kong. As though destined never to
go according to plan the change-over will not be complete until Alison
takes our banner with her to Scotland in September.

We have had many other visitors during the period: Cyril Hastings
from AG 7 can claim to be the oldest ex-Gurkha Engineer who has come
to see us. He served as a combat engineer instructor in the very
early days. Peter Chitty came to put our divers in order; Jan Slater,
timing as ever perfect, arrived cheery and smiling for a sun-baked
barbecue with the Training Party; Bob Newns did yet more excellent
work with his search trainers over Baster and, as I write, Col Gerald
Napjer, from the RE Manning and Record Office has just left us.
Brigadier John Whitehead, back as Brigadier of Gurkhas, spent a day
with us; Brigadier Tony Boam, the new DCBF called briefly and we have
had fleeting visits from the Director of Army Training, Major General
Walsh, the Director of Army Quartering, Lord Alvingham and Brigadier
Mike Bridge the Sappers chief postman.

To round off the list I should include Charles Peacey, who came as a
guest of Harry Caulfied, and also those who 'dropped in': Air Vice
Marshall Atkinson, Senior Medical officer to the RAF, explained by the
fact that we are now doctored, semi-permanently, by Flight Lieutenant
Andy Graham Cumming; Major General Hood, Colonel Commandant of the
RAMC, and, to complete the list, the Chaplain to the Fleet. How more
tri-service can we be?

On the sporting front, we were very active in the early part of the
year. In the khud race we failed to get amongst the leaders but our
team, based on our successful recruit party runners, put up a very
good display. They were fifth, behind the four Gurkha battalions,

but well ahead of the 1 RGJ who beat us last year. With experience
and the strength and stamina that age will bring I hope for better
things in future. In the Nepal Cup we once again met 1/2 GR in the
semi-final, having beaten GTR 3 - 1 in the first round. Our match
with 1/2 GR was a first class performance with a result which could
easily have gone the other way. In the final they romped home against
2/2 GR leaving us at least the moral runners up. The team also put
up an excellent display against a very strong 1 RGJ team in the final
of the Major Units Knockout, but once again we were only second best,
Hockey too was slightly disappointing not helped by pressure of work
keeping David Bill away from the pitch for too long. With Dermot
Stack back in the side there is a lot of potential for next year. To
our credit the very effective TDBG team relied heavily oh three of our
players - but no more excuses! As most of you will probably have
heard, the shooting team have walked off with virtually all of the
prizes at the RESAM. This followed an exciting Hong Kong Bisley with
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only # a point between ouselves and 1/2 GR in the battle for fifth
place. We'll do it yet! On the Golf Course our A team beat the B

team by a single point to win the Windsor Bowl inter-unit competitionm,
with no one elge in contention for the top places. Commandant excepted,
our players have carried off more than their fair share of trophies at
Fanlinge.

The present emergency has caused almost all major competitions to be
cancelled or postponed until quieter times but we will try to keep
our hand in.

Sadly, during the period we have had to say good-bye to several
familiar faces. Chris Gooch our WRVS for several years left us in
May, handing over to Marjorie Whitcombe, in her first tour with
Gurkhas, but no newcomer to Hong Kong. Chris has settled in the
South East and we hope to see her at our reunions, Philip and Phyl
Cook returned home in February, Philip handing over the reign of 67

to Dermot Stack before going as our bridging expert in OR7. In early
June Mike and Jenny Gaffney were given an extended and 'punishing'
send off, Mike having been posted earlier than planned to take up his
new job in MS5. Both Philip and Mike will be much missed. They were
most competent and popular squadron commanders and of great support to
me on my return to the Regiment. O Groups just won't be the sawme
without them} We have welcomed back Dermot and Mary Stack and look
forward to Bill and Bimala Chesshyre joining us when the E in C can
spare Bill later in the year. Meanwhile John Pinel acts as OC 68
Squadron. We also said goodbye to Terry and Sheilg Mawhinney and to
Ian and Mandy McEvoy. Terry on promotion now commands a company at
Chepstow and Ian goes to 2 Armoured Division Engineer Regiment in
Osnabruck. Arrivals already mentioned are Hamish MacLeod and Richard
Cunningham. Richard leaves us to go to Bristol in the Autumn when
Christopher Honey, his fellow SSIC officer, goes to Cambridge.
Another important arrival was James Drummond Anderson (VI), enlisted
into the Regiment on 5 February 1979,

Functions of importance apart from those already mentioned include
the passing off parade for 29 Training Party. The salute was taken
by Brigadier Carleton-Smith, Commander Gurkha Field Force, who
commissioned, on the same parade, Lts (QGO) Jogindrasing Gurung and
Manbahadur Pun. Then there was the 69 Squadron reunion barbecusl
Apart from Capt Jim Borthwick, now paymaster of 7 GR, and his wife
Betty we were sorry that few outside the Regiment could make it on
the day. Let it just be said that those present made up for absent
friendsi}

As I mentioned earlier, for the first time this year we sent a troop
to act as Honour Guard to Korea. Graham Price and Gilbert Kendzior
have, I hope, produced elsewhere in this issue a description of their
experiences. The reports received on their tour were most glowinge
Whilst the duties they performed may have been a little tedious at
times I feel sure that all concerned enjoyed the experience.
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On my Nepal trek I was able to discuss with the senior saheb's
concerned the possibility of their coming to Hong Kong for Dashera.
There is no doubt that if I could cover their journey from Kathmandu
some would make the pilgrimage willingly. Unfortunately travel between
here and Nepal is not nearly as free and easy as it was a year agoe. I
fear that, despite assurances from our friends in Movements, it will
not be possible for any but a very few to travel down in September.
From your end we have heard of only one yellow indulgence form. So
please let us know as early as you can if you are trying to come out.
Accommodation should be no problem for a limited number, and reports
on the latest British Airways Charter are that indulgence is more
predictable than with the RAF. So don't leave it too late!

I will close on the happy note of congratulations: Maj (QGO) Bharatsing
Limbu is to be promoted Honorary Lieutenant on pension and WO1
Kulbahadur Rai, our voice in BFBS, Honorary Lieutenant (QGO). WO II
Coffey our MFF leaves us in July on promotion to Lieutenant in the

Royal Pioneer Corps and as I write I have just heard the excellent news
of Peter Harvey's selection for promotion to Colonel.

It has been a full and very busy six months in the Regiment. We like

to feel that we are still doing a good job and maintaining the standards
set so soundly by our predecessors. The next six months will, I
believe, keep us 'at it' to a degree that we haven't known since Borneo
and Hong Kong in the late sixties. There will be plenty to talk about
next timel

STOP PRESS

Congratulations to Mike Caffney and Tony Kerr on selection for
promotion to Lt Col,

Discovered in a Sgn vehicle defect book:

"Engine bubbling"
2 lines later, for another vehicle:

"Steering Wheel bubbling'}



OFFICERS AND WARRANT OFFICERS

SERVING WITH THE REGIMENT AS AT 30 JUN 79

RiQ

Comdt

2IC

Adjt

I0

Trg Offr

QM

Poxr

Ed Offr

GM

HC

Gurkha QM
Asst Trg Offr
Gurkha Fam Offr

67 _SQN

oC

2IC

A Tp Comd

B Tp Comd

C Tp Comd
Gurkha Capt
A Tp QGO

B Tp QGO

C Tp QGO
MT/Plant Offr

Lt Col

Maj

Capt

Capt

Capt

Maj (QM)
Maj

Lt

Maj (QGO)
Capt (QGO)
Capt (QGO)
Capt (QGO)
Lt (QG0)

Maj

Capt

Lt

Capt

Lt

Capt (QGO)
Lt (Qwo)
Lt (QGO)

Lt (Qeo)

J F
GCP

RW

2 A
Bhimbahadur
Balkrishna
Indrakamal
Kusalsing
Lokbahadur

W H &G =2 Qv X
)

DJR
JDC
GF
IP
GJF
Sunar

Jamansing

" Mambahadur

Sambahadur

- 10—

Stephens RE
Druitt RE
Peebles RE

Standbridge RE

Gritten RE
Morgan RE
Butler RAPC

Ciaglinski RAEC

Gharti
Pradhan
Tamang
Gurung
Gurung

Stack RE
Anderson RE

Kendzior RE

McEvoy RE (due RHE 19 Jun)

Price RE

Gurung, MVO, BEM

Rai
Pun



68 SQN
oc

2IC

1 Tp Comd

2 Tp Comd

3 Tp Comd
Gurkha Capt

1 Tp QGO

2 Tp QGO

3 Tp QGO
MT/Plant Offr

SP_SQON

oC

2IC

wksp Tp Comd
Res Tp Comd
Des Team Comd
Gurkha Capt

Project Officer

ERE

Head Clerk
BRIGNEPAL

Trans Team TDBG

NEPAL LEAVE

Maj

Capt

Lt

Capt

Lt

Capt (QGO)

Lt (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
Capt (Q@0)

Maj

Capt

Capt (EXMO)
Capt (QM)
Capt (GE)
Capt (QGO)
Lt (QG0)

Maj (QGO)

Lt (QGO)

Capt (QGO)

Lt (Qao)
Lt (QGO)

M

J A

DR

PAH
AWHH
Ichhabahadur

Ekbahadur
Kharkajang
Lokbahadur

DG

P

RF

RF

HA
Makardhoj
Jogindrasing

Bharatsing

Premkedar

James

Tekansing
Manikumar
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Gaffney RE
Pinel RE
Bill RE
Poole RE
Macleod RE
Rai BEM

Gurung
Gurung

Gurung

Saunders RE
Watson RE
Wilsher RE
Pye RE
Caulfield RE
Sahi

Gurung

Limbu

Sherpa

Bhujel (HC DA
Kathmandu
Designate)

Gurung

Prodhan



GURKHA WOs

RSM

SSM 67 Sqn
SSM 68 Sqn
SSM Sp Sqn
ORQMS

RQMS

SQMS 68 Sqn
QMSI Trg
MPF

MT

wo1
W02
wo2
wo2
wo2
wo2
wo2
Wo2
woz2
woz2

Budhiparsad
Ramlal
Kumbahadur

Chandrabahadur

Jagdish
Rambahadur
Jahansing

Dambermansing

Harising
Hulkumsing

BRITISH WOs & SNCOs WITH THE REGIMENT

AS AT 30 JUN 79

MPF
MPF

RQMS
Art Veh
QMSI

C of W (M)
C of W (C)
C of W (E)
Res SSGT
SQMS

Div 2 Pay Clk

Art Veh
LADSSGT
Pay SGT
Pay SGT

Stores Tp SGT
MT/Plant SGT

REME SGT

wo2
wo2

wo2
woz2
wo2
wo2
SSGT
SSGT
wo2
SSGT
SSGT
SSGT
SSGT
SGT
SGT
SGT
SGT
SGT

Parker
Coffey

Edwards
Fitzpatrick
Downie
Kemp
Dowsett
Ferguson
Bosworth
Wilkinson
Renwick
Jordan
Styles
Humphries
Ollier
Goddard
Milnes

Stone

<
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Gurung
Pun
Gurung
Gurung BEM
Rai
Burathoki
Rai
Gurung
Gurung BEM
Gurung
RE
G RE
J RE
K REME
C RE
R RE
D RE
HM RE
B RE
W RE
RAPC
REME
R REME
RAPC
T RAPC
w RE
A RE
REME

Sp San

(Due RHE
Jul 79)

Sp San

RHQ
RHQ
RHQ
Sp San
Sp San
Sp San
Sp Sqn
Sp San
RHQ
Sp Sqn
Sp San
RHQ
RHQ

Sp Sqn
Sp San
RHQ (att pers)



THE QUEENS GURKHA ENGINEERS SHOOTING SUCCESS

The shooting team from QGE recently returned to UK and took part in
The Royal Engineers Rifle Association Central Meeting in late April
The results were the best ever achieved by the Regiment.

early May.
at that Meeting.,

In an almost embarrassing display of superior

shooting skill, the team walked away with every major prize (less one)

both teams and individuale

trophies back to Hong Kong will need a second aircraft,

REGIMENTAL SHOOTING TEAM RESULTS ACHIEVED AT RERA
CENTRAL MEETING

1.

2e

Team Matches,

e
be
Co
de
€e
f.
8o
he
Je
k.

Major Unit Championship

Rifle AGG

LMG

SMG

Section Match
Britannia

Falling Plate
Falling Plate Vs REME
Pistol Tile

Pistol Tile Vs REME

Individual Successes.

Qe
be
Ce
de
€

f.

e

Rifle Champion Shot
Class B

Young Soldier

Rifle Stage 3 Roberts
SMG

LMG Class A

LMG Class B

LCPL
SPR
SPR
ILCPL
LCPL

Wwo2
SPR

SPR
SPR

s

Prakash
Tekbahadur
Kulprasad
Prakash
Bhaktabahadur

Kharkabahadur
Pahalsing

Tekbahadur
Minbahadur

Place
Winner
1st
1st
1st
lst
1st
Winner
Winner
Winner

Winner

Rai
Gurung
Limbu
Rai
Rai

Limbu g
Thapa

The extra freight required to bring the

Place

1st

Winner

Winner

1st

1st

Winner

Winner



3. Trophies etc,
ae The Team won the following bars to be added to Medals already

helds
Gold - 38
Silver - 8
Bronze - 17

be The Team also won the amazing total of 15 trophies as opposed
to last year's eight,

(1) The Chatham Shield

(2) GCoronation Bowl

(3) LMG Team Challenge Cup

(4) Machine Carbine Challenge Cup
(5) The Statue

(6) QGE Kukri

(7) Croneen Cup

(8) Merry Cup

(9) SMG Individual Trophy

(10) Daniel Tankard

(11) Young Soldier Cup

(12) Long Moor Challenge Cup
(13) The Cheyselmore Cup .
(14) The sm; Peam Cup

(15) REME Shield

(Yes, but which was the one that got away?$ - Ed)
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COMMANDANT 'S TREK

Reluctantly I had to surrender my visit to the Honour Guard in Korea to
Philip Cook as I spent most of February in Nepale With Bhim Gurung as
my guide we followed John Getley's ambitious programme designed to allow
us to meet as many old friends as possible in the three weeks availablee
My arrival was delayed for two days by industrial action by Nepalese
Airline engineers. So I accepted readily the half-hour shuttle through
Katmandu which barely gave me a chance to say hullo to John Edwardse
Bhim Saheb joined me at the airport having returned from short leave in
the West and we travelled on together to Dharan. We were soon on our
way by Land Rover to Ilam, following for the last part of the journey the
road that Duncan Morris helped to construct. Then we struck out through
a day of continuous rain, followed by a day trudging through deep snow,
towards Phidim, From there our route was direct to Techumbu to see
Kesarbahadur Saheb. He was looking in excellent health and very
prosperous. He was expecting the result of the selection board for
Assistant Recruiting Officer and I am pleased to say that he has got

the poste He is obviously kept young by his delightful family and the
many young friends who dropped in when we were theres We allowed our-
selves a half-day's rest with Kesarbahadur which was good for the soul,
if not the whisky stocksy Our over-laden porters had kept us down to

a gentlemanly pace during our 4} day march in, but we were nevertheless
glad of a reste We certainly didn't get one the next day when we

moved on to see Sherbahadur Saheb at Tiringel He was as lively as a
mountain goatl He had us sprinting up the mountain to see his school
extension project then to the bottom of a gorge to examine his
suspension bridge, then under construction.s The 'Sherbahadur Bridge!
incorporates many of the innovations and improvisations characteristic
of his earlier work, and it was tremendous to see what can be achieved
in most difficult conditions with only limited manpower and poor
resources. (I am certain that some of his SWR connections cannot be
found in any pocket book!). He and Memsaheb dined and wined us in true
nill style and then treated us to an impromptu nach party, the
culmination of which was Memsaheb taking to the floor herselfs Altogether
a most memorable evening and enjoyable staye

The next day saw us on route via Taplejung to Manbahadur Saheb at Santhagrae
Manbahadur was in excellent spirits and plied us with plenty of the
other varietye He is enjoying his life in retirement and spends much
time fishinge We stayed but a short time with him, which was probably
good for our livers. His route directions for the 'short' cut to
Kalusing Saheb at Tembe were somewhat misleading. When eventually we
met up with Kalusing we had covered considerably more ground than the
crow would need to fly over and indeed the novice map reader would
normally walkl But then the Raksi and Tongba sustained us through it
alle The approach to Tembe is marked by a gradual improvement in the
size of goats, the type and state of crops and general feeling of well
being. There is no doubt of the impact that Kalusing has had in his
village, and it was tremendously encouraging to hear people speak so
highly of his work and influence wherever we mentioned his name in the
area. We spent a most enjoyable evening with Saheb and Memsaheb
reminiscing and philosophising on subjects regimentale Before our
departure Kalusing loaded our porters with pomelos which were to
sustain and refresh us for several days to come.
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A steady walk the next day brought us to Rate Saheb's village, where
we found Rate just closing up his roadside shop for the night. He is
Pradhan Panchayat and obviously held in high regard in the neighbourhood.
After a very pleasant night stop Rate set us on the trail early next
morning for Sherjung, Nandalal Saheb's village two day's walk awaye

It was an unforgettable start to the day, with magnificent views of
Kanchenjunga appearing as we climbed steadily up to over 9000 feete

As the day wore on, we found the path less and less easy to follow

and several interesting comments were made on the path-finding ability
of all members of the party in turn! When we eventually arrived at
Sherjung we found in fact that Nandalal had not returned from Dharand
Nevertheless we enjoyed a good wash and brush up at the village 'rest
house' - the first we had encountered - and spent a happy hour or so
with Nandalal's ex-Gurkha Signals brother. On our trek out via
Terathum and Pakribas we met many other ex Gurkha Engineers, Sase
and Ganesh Thapa Sahebs are both working at Pakribas. The former

has been suffering from high blood pressure but appeared in reasonable
health when we saw hime Ganesh we met on the road as he was returning
from leaveePete Saheb has been involved on the Dhankuta road project
and we saw him briefly as he was rushing off for a site meeting., The
project has provided work for several others; we were hailed from the
road at one stage and spent a pleasant half hour or so reminiscing

as yet more familiar faces appeared.

Back in Dharan, Bharatsing Saheb had arranged an excellent party in
our honour and this gave us an opportunity to chat to many more ex~
members of the Regiments Dhojbir Saheb, whom we had planned to visit
at his village in the Terai, was there in hawkish form and obviously
keeping the younger element of the QGOs Mess up to the mark! My
short stay in Dharan also allowed me to visit Harry Vialou-Clark's
PSA empire and make a pilgrimage to see Aitahang Saheb in his shop
in the Dharan bazaare. Aitahang's young daughter had been tragically
burnt when her clothes caught fire and he had just brought her back
from an extended stay in the BMH,

Having stayed with John and Tricia for a night before setting out,
seeing Harry and Alison on my return, then finally spending a day in
Kathmandu with John and Wendy in their super house at the Embassy,

I was reminded of how well we have been served in Nepal during the
past few yearse

The main heading and subheading of an annex to a RRO read as follows:

Te REPRODUCTIONS

as Prevention of Venereal Disease.
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THE ENGINERR-IN-CHIEF VISITS THE QUEENS GURKHA ENGINEERS

Major General Peter Campbell, the Engineer~in-Chief (E-in-C), visited
the Hong Kong Sappers during Mar 1979. In an all too brief stay he
was able to get a glimpse of the diverse tasks covered by Royal
Engineers in the Colony.

The General's first day was spent on discussions with the DCBF and
visits to Survey Branch, MES, Postal and PWD.

Thu 22 Mar saw the E-in-C discussing the Border situation and in
particular the Sapper role in Border Operations, with the Commander
Gurkha Field Force, Brig Mike Carleton-Smith and his staff. Then a
quick heli ride brought the General to Perowne Barracks, the home of
the only major Sapper unit in the Far East. For about an hour he was
given an informal briefing on the Regiment, its organisation and role.
He was able to fire pertinent questions in his inimitable way not only
at the Comdt but also at the Second-in-Command, Maj Peter Druitt, and
the squadron Commanders, Maj Mike Gaffney (68 Sqn), Maj Dermot Stack
(67 Sqn) and Maj David Saunders (Sp Sqn)e A brisk walk round Perowne,
including the Gurkha Children School (Headmaster - Mr Gilbert Kalusing)
was followed by an informal Bar lunch in the BOs Mess where he was able
to meet the remainder of the British officers of the Regiment.

In the afiternoon General Campbell was shown the various projects on
which the QGE were presently engaged; the Plunging Fire Tower on Castle
Peak Ranges, the Tole rebuild, the leave bungalow at Gurkha Haven and
the Outward Bound School Jetty at Sai Kung.

The day was rounded off in a most splemndid fashion by a khana and
nautch in the QG0's Mess, G/Maj Bhimbahadur Gharti and his fellow
officers had organised a first class evening which was thoroughly
enjoyed by all despite the miserable weather, Long will be remembered
the most amusing skit performed by CPL Dilkumar Limbu and his assistant
which had the audience rocking with laughter (somehow CPL Dil manages
to get his meaning clearly across whether his audience understands
Gurkhali or not).

The opportunity was taken on Fri 23 Mar to show the E-in-C the rest
of the Regiment and where it lived. Maj David Saunders and his hard
working team in Sp Sqn were able to show the .General the impressive
variety of work undertaken not only for the Regiment but much of it
for the many military units within the Colony. 68 Sqn at Bowring Camp
were next on the list and on his arrival he was met by the 0C, Maj
M Gaffney RE and the Squadron Gurkha Captain, Capt (QGO) Ichhabahadur
Rai BEM.. He was then given a shortbriefing on the camp administration
and on tasks recently completed and in progress. 2Lt Honey RE, the
attached SSLC officer also gave a short description of his job catching
Illegal Immigrants up near the Chinese border. After this he was taken
around the Squadron by the 0C, being accompanied by the Squadron 2IC,
Gurkha Captain and Sergeant Major. He saw the Trade Training Wing; the
Education Wing where he met Lt Ciaglinski RAEC; Signals Wing; SQMS
office, and 2 and 3 Troops? lines. He also visited the cookhouse where
he tried some of the bhat being prepared for the midday meal. His walk
round was completed by a visit to the MT where the Regimental repaint-—
ing team were hard at work and finally he left the Squadron at 1130 a.m.
-17=



Gordon Hard was next on the agenda when General Campbell was able to
see the other half of the Training Wing and have explained to him the
Regimental responsibility for the Boat Club, 29 Training Party were
also hard at work learning how to become Sappers having so recently
become soldiers,

The Regiment: has a heavier training and educational load than any
other Sapper unit outside the Training Brigade and the Royal School of
Military Engineering, The General was able. to see just how heavy this
load was in terms of manpower and resources, on his tour round the
Regiment,

Lunch with the British Warrant Officers and Senior NCOs afforded the
chance to renew some old acquaintances and make a few new ones, Then
at the end of this fairly active morning the:E=in-C was "allowed™ some
spare time so that he could either do some shopping or rest in
preparation for the night's festivities. This consisted of a Sapper
Guest Night in the BOs Mess where he was hosted by all the RE officers
in the Colony. Also invited as guests were the Gurkha Major and the
Gurkha Captains of the two Pield Squadrons.

The night was a great success and the General was, as usual in terrific
party form. Many traditions were born during the evening as General
Campbell, displaying his broad sense of humour, recommended at frequent
intervals additions to Regimental custom to include "That when the
E-in-C is dining in the Mess, it will be customary seeceeccescses™
After a splendid meal there followed further entertainment from the
Pipes and Drums., The E-in-C was then asked to present the Pipe Banner
of 71 Scottish Regiment (TAVR) to our Pipe Major to commemorate our
Bond of Friendship with that fine unit.

The evening continued and was livened up by our 3 QGOs who produced a
madal (Drum) and began demonstrating the typical Gurkha nautch. They
were joined by the General et al and he was able to show a variety of
fresh steps never before seen in Hong Kong or Nepale A short pause
for refreshment was terminated by the B-in-C leading a session of
commmnity singing aided and abetted by such vocal notables as Capts
James Anderson and Mark Gritten. By this stage most were finding
voice and having a thoroughly relaxed and enjoyable time., A brief
dialogue heard more than once during the latter stages of the evening
went something like thise

Comdt e (Looking at his watch as he approached the General
between verses)

"Wel-l, Genera,l, do you think we ought to sccccccscocns

E~in-C: "Have another? What a good ideal Make mine a Brandy
and Sodal"
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The General was finally bid farewell from the Mess steps at 0400 and
he was due to fly to UK at 0900 that day. No doubt his return flight
was less boisterous than the previous evening.

So ended what was for us a most enjoyable visite General Campbell is
no stranger to The Queens Gurkha Engineers as he knew many of us
during the 1960s when he commanded 11 Independent Field Squadron in
Malaya when the Regiment was based in Kluang. It was, however, his
first look at QGE as E-in-C and, surprisingly, his very first trip to
Hong Kong in his many years service. We look forward to seeing him
again before he gives up the chair.

(SUNRAY MINORS)

Further to our first "pen picture" in the previous newsletter we now
discover from QCE News that Mark Gritten's work load was seriously
underestimated, vizs

The Training Officer - Capt Gritten saheb is working twenty hours a
an incIualng weekends and holidays. Apart from his day to day office
work he plays Rugby for the Flying Kukris and the Colony. Of his
spare four hours, one hour is taken talking to Mr Lau, the typist -
Mr Lau speaks in English and Capt Gritten saheb in Cantonesel The
remaining three hours is all that is left for rest and to be with
memsahib, As far as we know, memsahib has not filed a complaint yet$

29 Training Party - The morning PT has ceased, instead it now takes
place in the afternoons., The reason for this change was because of
complaints from the gurujis saying that their students are falling
asleep in classes.

Gurvjis, busy with the OHP says "SUTDAI CHHAS?"
Students eyes closed ™SUNDAI CHHA HAJUR",.

The new media of instructions has caused panic among the students,
necessitating extra classes.
From the Messing Minutes of the 67 Sqn Cookhouse:

Be "In the Project there was not enough meat" ~ Comment from
C Tp representative. No wonder projects go wrongl

be All representatives were agreed. Those who are not agreed
are to give their nominal roll to the G/Capt eeesel

-19-



1

[~ ol

!
_

e

ST O Les el Ere SASEREN
AR T L T B e T el e e
L Y .
e e L AR T P e Sp—

o ul™

o

i ]

RS Belis. o

LRSS T

SR R S W S e il
e

hl_




OPERATION DRAKE - A TASTE FOR ADVENTURE

BY SPR MOHANKUMAR LIMBU, QGE

I was selected to join Operation Drake in September 1978, I was very
happy to be joining an expedition for the first time where I could

meet lots of different people from other countries. Lt Col John
Blashford—-Snell came to Hong Kong and briefed me at Brigade Headquarterse

I joined the expeditiom in Plymouth, together with Dvr Dilliram Limbu,
GTR where I met up with the other 22 Young Explorers who were taking
part in Phase l. The first phase involved crbssing the Atlantic Ocean
in a brigantine called "The Eye of the Wind". As I had never been to
sea before, this was a big challenge to me and after the launching
ceremony carried out by His Royal Highness, Prince Charles, the Patron
of Operation Drake (who talked to me), we set sail on the T7th November.
Our route across the Atlantic Ocean was via Jersey, Teneriffe, Barbados,
St Vincent and Panamae Not being used to the sea, I was very sick to
begin with, especially during the storm when we were in the Bay of
Biscay. However, I soon got used to sailing and began to enjoy myself,
In St Vincent we were all able to stretch our legs for the first time
since leaving England. We were required to assist scientists doing a
study of the volcano of Soufriere. Inside the volcano is a lake in
which the study was taking place, and we had to climb up 3000 feet
carrying an Avon rubber boat to use on the lake. After the task was
completed we sailed on to Colon, Panama to finish off the Trans-
Atlantic croseing. I have many memories of this my first trip to sea,
particularly seeing a school of killer whales and learning to sail

a big shipe For this I must thank the Master of the Ship, Captain
Collis and all the Directing Staff crew.

We then moved down to Caledonia Bay, 150 miles south of Colon to start
the land phase. Being a Gurkha, the jungle phase was what I was really
looking forward to. After a few weeks, my role changed from being a
Young Explorer to being a member of the Directing Staff,

During the next ten weeks my job was to assist in the camp adminis-
tration and construction of the aerial walkway campe After a short
time at base camp, where I helped with engineer tasks such as to cut
out a 700 yard runway, I moved up into the aerial walkway camp which
is 5 miles into the junglee. Here my jungle skills were put to good
use as we had to build a "basha"™ camp for the scientists working up
in the jungle canopy. I also helped to construct a dam to collect
our water supply.

I was able to go on a jungle survival course lasting one week where I
was taught to live on the local fruit and roots found in the jungle,
plus the birds we were able to shoot. This course, run by the Panama
National Guard, was very good and I learnt many more new things.
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Another exciting experience I had was going out hunting in the jungle,
I was quite successful and mans to shoot an "iguti paka" - a type
of large rabbit and a peccary “(a wild pig). These animals made very
good food after all the time we had spent on compoe On one trip we
captured a 12 foot boa constrictor which had eaten an ocelot (a small
cat) and an iguti pakae We cut open the snake and found the animals
still complete in its stomache This was very interesting to me as I
had not seen this before.

The time I have spent on Operation Drake has been a very good experience
for me and I have learnt many new things. I have also met many people
from all parts of the worlde None of this could have been possible
without the help of Mr Jim Edwards from Tiger Tops in Nepal, who
sponsored me, the Director of Operations, Lt Col Blashford-Snell, the
Master of the Ship, Captain Collis and the Phase Commander, Major
Westcob, It has been a very good taste of adventure for which I

thank Operation Drake.

POSTSCRIPT TO "GETTING THE BIRD" (Newsletter 17)

Tom Spring-Smythe has written to me to supply the further short
history of the Blood Pheasants which I helped him get from Nepal
to Regents Park Zoo,

"They were the first to be brought into Britain since 1876.
Unfortunately they didn't survive long enough to breed. They
almost did, and they aroused so much interest in the world of
pheasant collectors and breeders that several efforts were
made subsequently to introduce them again, Unfortunately
some were smuggled out of Nepal which resulted in a ban on
the capture and export of just about every species of animal
and bird in the Kingdom."

I do not know whether to be sad or glad.



MORE PLAIN TALES
BY
LT COL J H EDWARDS DEFENCE ATTACHE

KATHMANDU

I hope that the title of my last contribution did not offend anyonej
if it did I can only say in my own defence that it represented the
truth. On re-reading it, I was horrified to find that when talking
about ex=Brigade Officers living in Kathmandu, I had omitted the

most important, Jimmy Lys ex-6GR., The reason I forgot him and Honor
is that they are so much part of Kathmandu that it is easy to take them
for granted. Jimmy spent years on the L of C, his last appointment

was as my predecessor but one, and he then retired and became the
Director of the Gurkha Reintegration Scheme, giving a total of more
than 10 years in Nepale He and Honor know everybody and everything

in Kathmandu, but have the happy knack of giving advice without

being patronising; during our year here a familiar saying in the house
when in doubt has been "ask Honor!, Jimmy tells me that the first time
he flew into Kathmandu, in a Dakota, he sat with the pilot, who did
not appear to have much in the way of navigational aids. The pilot
said that he flew on a compass bearing until he saw the Valley, and
then descended until Gaucher (cowfield!) airport came into viewe
Jimmy wondered what happened if there was cloud about and he could not
see the Valley, to which the pilot replied that he would then pray

to Jimmy's God. "Why not to your own Gods" says Jimmy: "They don't
understand about mechanical things like aeroplanes' came the reply.
Sadly as part of an unbelievable process of change for the sake of
change, Jimmy's post disappears shortly in a reorganisation of GRS,
and he and Honor leave in September. One wonders how Katmandu will
function without them,

Another temporary resident in Kathmandu is Iris Bolton (nee Perowne),
with her husband Colonel George Bolton, running the Save the
Children operation in Nepal for a short while. It has been a real
pleasure having them here, even though I have been

conscious that the DA's performance has probably been reported

back to our first President, Iris tells me that she has referred

a number of factual queries about Nepal to her father because he
"likes looking things up"; no wonder he always catches us all out.

You may have read accounts in your newspapers of riots and unrest

in Nepal, most exaggeratede The root of the trouble is that the
Partyless Panchayat system has become immutable, since it was set

up in 1960, after political parties were banned. Of course in the
Hills it does not make much difference what system of Government
exists, but amongst the politically aware in the Terai, the
Kathmandu Valley and other urban centres, people felt frustrated at
their inability to influence eventse. There were other causes such as new
land taxes, Government servants' low wages and students' demands® but
underlying it all was dissatisfaction with the Panchayat systeme.

As so often happens, the trouble started with the studentse Some of
their demands about financial matters and the effects of imposing a
largely American academic system on them, were reasonable; others
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such as their reluctance to be examined were not, Brushes with the
Police took place in the Terai, Pokhara and Kathmandu, and in some
cases the Police were a bit heavy handeds The first deaths occurred

in late April. The most serious riot, on 23 May, resulted from the
suspicion that three student leaders had accepted bribes and agreed to
go back to classes. They were kidnapped by militant students, roughed
up, had their faces blackened, leather shoes hung round their necks,
and were paraded through the bazaar on a handcart., For those of you
who know Kathmandu, the main act in this drama took place in the New
Road. The students with their handcart, by now hugely outnumbered by
other trouble-makers and spectators, totalling perhaps 10,000, appeared
by the Crystal Hotel at the bottom of the New Road, The Police were
deployed in strength in the New Road and attempted to rescue the
humiliated student leaders. They succeeded in achieving this, but were
then totally routed, and ultimately fled helter-skelter up the New Road,
pursued by a horde of revolting students and otherss The rioters broke
a lot of windows, set fire to the Government newspaper printing office,
and finally besieged the Police who had sought sanctuary in the Royal
Nepal Airlines building. An attempt to set fire to the RNAC petrol
pump fortunately failed, so the rioters vented their spleen by burning
RNAC vehicles. At this stage the Royal Nepal Army appeared, and to
their great credit, restored order, By 10 o'clock that night all was
quiet,

N

At 6.30 the following morning the King personally broadcast a
proclamation saying that a referendum was to take place to decide whether
the Panchayat system should continue, or whether there should be a
return to party politics. Everyone was taken by surprise. None of my
contacts in the Army or Government were expecting such a move, and many
people feel he has gone too far. Whatever the rights or wrongs of the
decision, its immediate effect was to restore calm. As part of the
general goodwill to all men, all but the most frivolous of the students!
demands were met, which not unnaturally led to a wave of demands backed
by strikes from other groupse These have now petered out, and despite
a return to freedom of speech and the resulting mass meetings, there
has been little more violencees The next stage will be the referendum,
now probably to take place in Spring 80 It will be a very difficult
operation to organise, and the danger is that whichever side loses

will be able to claim that it was not fairly conducted.

Some people were more concerned about the troubles than otherse The

UN people embarked on emergency planning, and the British head of one
department had all his ex-patriate staff in to be briefed on security,
food supplies, evacuation plans etce He had just said that information
about the crisis would probably come through Western embassies, when
the telephone rang; it was the British Fmbassy. His audience leant for=-
ward in anticipation as he mouthed "British Embassy'; a pregnant pause
followed and then a voice, "This is the Secretary to the Ambassador,
His Excellency has agreed to play Bottom in Midsummer Night's Dream,
and wishes to know if he may borrowthe horse's head used in the
pantomime last Christmas',

-23a



I was away on trek during the British election, and missed the fun
when the Rising Nepal, the principal English language newspaper, led
with the headline "Labour Party Victorious. Callaghan Premier Again',
An international news agency got hold of it, and there was some fairly
acrimonious telegraphic communication between Kathmandu and London, with
Peterborough of the Daily Telegraph jumping on the bandwagon, blaming
the British Hmbassy, and accusing it of obtaining its information from
Radio Moscowe Most press reports have a grain of truth (and often

not much more) about them, and it is certainly a fact that throughout
the election the BBC was totally inaudible but Radio Moscow, clear as
a bell, was reporting progress. What Peterborough failed to say was
that the Rising Nepal reported its result long before the Conservative
victory was assurede It seems that the real problem was one of
understanding the British systemes They heard that Callaghan had won
his seat in Cardiff, and assumed, on the American model, that this
made him the gaffer again, and hence his party in powers.

Wendy and I have spent a good deal of time treking during the dry
season. For her first effort I carefully planned a trek to Gorkha
by a roundabout route which meant spending the first day and a half
walking on the flat in river valleys. One of her main concerns was
crossing suspension bridges; I did not tell her in advance that this
was the very first thing we would have to do after leaving the motor
road, so we overcame that psychological obstacle at once, not I may
say without a certain amount of recrimination. Wendy had read an
article in the Sunday Times (in the days when there was such a thing)
about treking in Nepal, entitled Matchless Beauty and Paper Knickerse
Early on, as she walked along spellbound by the former, she stepped
off a bund into a water-filled nullah and reduced the latter to pulpe
After these initial setbacks she has never looked back, and apart
from Gorkha we have been to the Jiri and Lumle areas, (the latter
accompanied by my sister who had her teething troubles too), and the
Langtang Valley. The last was a wonderful trip on which we took the
children with use We started in tropical conditions at 2000', and
walked through the complete range of Nepalese countryside, to reach
upland yak pastures at 13,000' with snow still on the ground, It was
April and from 6,000' to 10,000' we passed through the rhododendron
belt, with trees 50! high covered with deep red, pink and white
flowers. The Langtang Valley itself is surrounded by peaks of over
20,000', giving views such as I have never imagined before.

I had chartered a light aircraft to fly us out, which failed to

arrive when expecteds Food supplies and morale were both becoming
dangerously low by the time it turned up 24 hours later, but the Swiss
Pilot (the only one in RNAC cleared for the Langtang airstrip) was quite
unashamed when he admitted that the reason was that he had gone fishing
the previous daye The flight out, particularly the take-off, was
spectacular, and the children (not to say their parents) were

fascinated with the idea of taking 6 days to walk in, and 20 minutes

to fly out.
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We have also travelled fairly extensively by road, including a trip

to Tiger Tops (as guests; no-one we know can afford to go if they

have to pay), and into the North Eastern States of India., It was not
until we started to study the maps that I realised how narrow a corridor
there is between Central India and the North East. The gap between

the NW corner of Bangladesh and the SE corner of Nepal is only 15 miles
wide. We visited my birthplace at Shillong, and to my disgust dis-
covered that it is no longer in Assam. The Indians have invented a
new State called Meghalaya, to satisfy the aspirations of the Hill
tribes there, and perhaps to avoid a similar situation on her border
with Bangladesh, as has arisen further east with the Nagas on the
Burmese border,

The year we have spent in Nepal has been memorable in many wayse. It
was my first diplomatic post, and I found working with the FCO, and
the pure attache work (as opposed to Brigade of Gurkhas) interestings
Having spent 11 years serving with the Brigade, it has been revealing
to look at it from an entirely different but very close viewpoint.
Treking has left us with impressions and memories that we shall value
for the remainder of our lives, and I find it hard to understand the
many ex-patriates who live and work in Kathmandu, and never see any-
where elses Finally there is the experience of living in this
fascinating, frustrating, beautiful, dirty and altogether absorbing
places I am very disappointed to have to leave after only one year,
particularly as the next year promises all sorts of political
excitements,

- - -

Sqn internal memo =
COFFEE FUND
qlg At the moment the fund for coffee purchase is running in crisise

2. Therefore, keeping the above condition in attention it will be a
matter of deep appreciation if all addressees could take an immediate
action and forward £ 10,00 each towards the fund please.

3 Advance thanks hereby conveyed to all with an expectation of a
timely co-operation and help the fund to stand strong again.

INDRAPARSAD CHHETRI
ICPL
Coffee Manager!
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68 SQN _WINS ATHLETICS COMPETTON

IN THE QUEENS GURKHA ENGINEERS

The Inter Squadron Athletics competition is one of the annual
Regimental events which brings home sappers from distant projects
carried out in the different areas of Hong Kong, Kowloon and the
New Territories. If such functions did not take place from time to
time, a sapper would hardly see another member of the Sqn for months
during the projects season, It is also not unusual to overhear a

sapper from "Gurkha Haven" asking another from "Border Boat
Operations" how was his Nepal Leavell

This year's athletics meeting took place at Borneo lines athletics
field on 17 Mar 79 and 67, 68 and Sp Saqn took part. The competition
commenced at 0900 hrs and finished at around mid-day with 68 Sqn
becoming the winners at the end of all the events followed by 67

and Sp Sqn.respectively. Despite the cold weather and the drops of
rain now and then, the athletics officer Lt G J F Price and the
officials managed to run the meeting successfully.

The Field events were dominated by 67 and Sp Sqn, except Cpl
Lokbahadur Gurung who closely finished first against Cpl Dilkumar
Limbu in the Triple Jump. With WO2 Minbahadur Thapa and Sgt
Bombahadur Gurung recently away on pension, there was a great loss
to 68 Sqn, as they were quite renowned for their shot put and
javelin respectively, However, the teams for the track events led
by team captain Lt D R Bill, won most of the short distance races
and relays. Lt Bill also became the joint winner with Cpl Dilkumar
Limbu of the 100 m races Lt A WH H Macleod introduced himself to
the Sqn by winning the 110 m hurdles. 68 Sqn also finished first in
the 4 x 100 m relay by fine performances from Lt Bill, Spr Harkaraj
Rai, Cpl Jogeshkumar Pradhan and Spr Tejendraman Pun.

Sp Sqn won the tug of war by their excellent skill, strength and
great weight, followed by 68 Sqn. Unfortunately, the results were
not to be counted towards the main competition.

The 1979 athletics meeting came to an end after Mrs P G C P Druitt, wife
of the Regimental 2IC kindly presented the athletics cup to 68 san

and prizes to the winners of each event. After the three cheers to

Mrs Druitt, the exciting day for 68 Sqn concluded with refuelling of
stamina in the Gurkha WOs?! & Sgts'! Mess.

SGT HUKUMRAJ THAPA
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THE QUEENS GURKHA ENGINEERS VISIT PANMUNJOM

BY LIEUTENANT G F KENDZIOR RE

"Good morning saheb, eighteen men are on parade and ready to go to
Panmun jome "

"Phank you staff, fall them out and in to the buses."

T+t was about one hours ride due north out of Seoul up to Camp Kittyhawk,
a US Military forward area base campe There we received a thorough
briefing about the day to day activities in Panmunom and recent
happenings there, including the axe handle murder of August 1976, In
this incident a party of Americans went forward to cut down a tree
obstructing the view of a North Korean guardpost, the communists
objected and physically assaulted the workforce murdering two

American officers with felling axes.

Prom Camp Kittyhawk to the DMZ (based on the 38th parallel) due to
south Korean defence works we were not allowed to take photographs,
however once in the DMZ we were free to do so. First we visited the
most important building in Panmunjom, that where the Military
Armistice Commission meetings take places One half is in the N Korean
controlled section of the Joint Security Area and the other half is in
the UN controlled sectione In that building much time and energy is
spent on trying to autdo the other on matters of prestige, for example
take the case of the table flags. "The N Korean flag has 3 steps on
its base, ours has only two but is slightly taller, their bell end is
smaller than ours, our flag has more tassels than theirs", so went

the commentary.

We re-boarded the bus and went forward to an OP which overlooked the
Bridge of No Return over which POW from the Korean war were exchanged
and more recently the crew of the USS Puebloe From there we could
see the tree where the US officers were murdered, the armistice hut
built by a 400 man N Korean workforce in 72 hours where the armistice
was signed in 1953 and also the joint Polish/Czech Campe. Within the
DMZ there are only two villages occupied by civilians. The village
belonging to S Korea is actually occupied, and its inhabitants,
because of their close proximity to N Korea, are given special
concessions including no military servicee The North claims their
village is also occupied but washing has never been seen nor children
playing. There is a huge mast with a N Korean flag measuring 100' x
50!, a loudspeaker on the top blasts out propaganda and music for
about 10 hours a day. Because of all these points the village, not
surprisingly, is known as Propaganda Village. Every morning about

30 or 40 N Koreans arrive by bus to switch off lights in the houses,
they return in the evening and switch them on again.

We left Panmunjom to a series of smart salutes from the US Military

Police who had been our guides. Slowly we drove back through the
frosty DMZ.
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The DMZ is a four thousand yard wide strip running all the way across
the Korean peninsula and is a desolate area except for the two
previously mentioned villages and Panmunjom. A series of yellow
marker posts run through the middle of the DMZ, one can be seen at the
end of the bridge on the photograph. Geographically the DMZ is fairly
flat in the Western section but in the east it cuts through a range of
mountains making the patrolling of its southern edge an arduous task
even for the tough S Korean troopse. There is limited tree growth,
much of the land was cultivated before the Korean war but now has

been mostly abandoned,

A considerable amount of time is spent searching for tunnels dug by
the north Koreans. Some extend well beyond the DMZ and are large
enough to handle a land-rover size vehicle, soldiers four abreast, and
light artillery pieces, Spies and saboteurs are believed to be sent
through the tunnels. Upon discovery of a tunnel the Koreans report
the matter at a Military Armistice Commission Meeting at Panmunjom,
block the tunnel midway and leave the end open for viewing by the
selected S Koreans,

Leaving the DMZ we could again see the formidable defences, anti~tank
ditches and walls, minefields and checkpoints manned by both S Korean
and US Forces. Once again we reached the comparative safety of Camp
Kittyhawk where we could ask questions about our visit. We learned
that the N Koreans only very occasionally allow visits to Panmunjom,
we also learned about the rigours of the US MPs on duty in the DMZ.
Their duty, which is classed as active service, lasts for one year
and they are allowed only fourteen days off. UWhen they are not acting
as escorts to visitors they are on two minute standby to "deter any
aggressor within the JSA", The soldiers must all be volunteers. Our
guide was also very interested to learn about the Gurkha soldiers and
their way of life in Nepal and Hong Kong.

For the vist which we all found most interesting we were able to feel
the genuine tension and distrust that exists between the opposing
forces on either side of the DMZ. Time was also available for visits
to a variety of places including Gloucester Valley and sights near
Seoul including the National Museum, folk village, Zoo and the night-—
life.

(Editor®s Irritating Interjection

The loudspeaker propaganda and loud music coming from the Chinese
side of the Border used to be (and probably still is) known as
"One Way Family Favourites.")
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QGE SAPPERS IN BELIZE (ATTACHED TO 6 GR)

Most of you know that Belize is a British colony in central America.
Tt is a multi-racial country where most people can speak English
except the tribes who live in jungle villages who are known as the
Maya Indians. The climate is quite hot and there are many kinds of
poisonous insects.

12 Sappers QGE were sent to Belize on 18th of July 1978 to support

6 GR. When we arrived at the airport in Belize, we saw that all the
fighters were well prepared and camouflaged and ready togointoaction
if something happened between Guatemala and Belize. There are two
battle groups in Belize. One in the North and the other in the
South. The Battle Group South was commanded by the CO of 6 GR at
this time and since QGE sappers were attached to 6 GR, we went to
Battle Group South. 6 GR were also split into 3 groups to cover

the border patrols and defence of their allocated areas. The base
camps of 'A' coy, 'B' coy HQ BGS and Sp coy were Salamanca camp,
Rideu camp and Cattle Landing camp respectively.

Our first tasks in Belize were to help the DOE to comstruct a 60 ft
Attap hut and repair the rifle range at Rideau camp. After the
completion of these tasks, our other main tasks were:

ae At Cattle Landing Camp - Constructing the OP tower, water
towers, guard room hut and operating the assault boats.

be At Salamanca Camp - Constructing the Officers' Mess, POL
bunker, perimeter fences, GPMG bunker, helping DOE and RE troops
and constructing a Dashera ghar. We were also involved in
exercises, guard duties, fatigues etc.

¢ce In the jungle with 'A' coy - Constructing the new heli-pads
by using explosives and engineering tools, refurbishing old LPs,
repairing footbridge and going out on OPs and patrols,

d. Finally our last major task was to construct a 67 ft Nissen
hut at Cattle Landing camp for the NAAFI, kitchen and ration
store. This hut was opened by the CO of 6 GR, Lt Col Bullock,
MC and he named it "GURKHA HUT",

We had to use local materials most of the time such as timber, roofing
leaves etc. Anyway we succeeded in completing all the tasks with
the welcome help of the 6 GR men.

All ranks of 6 GR were very friendly and cheerful, so that we were

never bored during our tour with them. Most of the time we stayed

with 'A' coy and the OC and 2IC of 'A' coy looked after our admin-

jistration very well. The CO and GM also were very keen to see that
we were well looked after.

-29-



When we were told that we would be leaving Belize on 16 of January 1979,
the OC and 2IC of 'A' coy gave us a farewell party at Salamanca
Officers' Mess. All of us enjoyed this very much, as much as we had
enjoyed the whole tour attached to 6 GR in Belize. On our arrival in
UK on 17th of January 1979, the 2IC, Maj Whitehead and GM, Maj (QGO)
Dalbahadur Gurung also organised another farewell party for us. I

hope that all members of 6 GR will come and see us in Hong Kong in
order that we may return some of the hospitality they so kindly gave us.

SGT NARBAHADUR GURUNG
QGE

Extract from a letter penned by the Gurkha Major announcing the holiday
to be teken in recognition of Sansari Mai Puja, Sat 5 May 79:

"There will be a holiday on the above day to celebrate
Sansari Mai Puja at Bowring Camp. All Gurkha Ranké.
are to attend." !
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SER NO RANK NAME SQN COURSE SER DATES REMARKS
11 21161170 SPR  MADANKUMAR LIMBU 67 CBT SIG 0-2 79/3 10 SEP 79-26 OCT 79
12 21161451 SPR  HARKARAJS RAI 68 ELECT 0-2 79/1 12 NOV 79~ 1 AUG 80
13 21160515 ICPL GIRIRAT THAPA 68 ELECT 3-2 19/2 3 JAN 80-20 JUN 80
14 21155506 SGT  MANILAL THAPA 68 FD TP SQTs 79/2 24 SEP T79- 9 NOV 79
15 21158931 LCPL TIRTHABAHADUR RAT 68 ©DVRRE 1 79/1/14 23 SEP 79~ 2 NOV 79
DVR SPEC (C) RE 2 79/2/9C 4 NOV 79-12 JAN 80
DVR SPEC RE 2 80/2/125 10 FEB 80-28 MAR 80 4 weeks gap
16 21155427 CPL  KASIRAM GURUNG 67 RE FD SQTs NYK
17 21150605 W02  JAHANSING RAT 68 RQMS/CQMS 74 5 JUN 79-11 JUL 79
18 21160846 SPR  KAUPARSAD PUN 67 POM 0-2 79/4 4 JUN 79-30 NOV 79
19 21158947 CPL  BHAGAWATIPRASAD PRADHAN 67 POM 2-1 79/6 18 FEB 80-27 JUN 80
20 21158710 CPL  RANBAHADUR THAPA 67 CBT ENGR (CONV) 2-1  79/8 23 APR 79~ 4 MAY 79
RST 79/1 14 MAY 79-~29 JUN 79

ek,
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SER NO RANK NAME SQN COURSE SER DATES REMARKS
2 21158929 LCPL BISHWARAT LIMBU 67 W
PAINTER AND DECORATOR .Nw\u. 12 NOV 79-21 MAR 80 2 weeks gap
3 21158933 SPR INDRABAHADUR LIMBU 68 )
4 21160844 SPR  KULBAHADUR GURUNG 68  BRICKLAYER 3-2 79/3 19 NOV 79-23 MAY 80 3 weeks gap
5 21157719 CPL DHANBAHADUR PUN RHQ ADVANCED PIPER 10 1 OCT 79-16 MAY 80 Piper course
starts 4
weeks before
UK English
finishes
BATCH 2 79/80 — PRE UK ENGLISH GE 96 30 JUL~21 SEP 79 UK ENGLISH GC 89 1 OCT-14 DEC 79
1 21161182 SPr SHAMSHERBAHADUR GURUNG 67 C & J 0-2 .Nw\m 7 JAN 80— 8 AUG 80 3 weeks gap
2 21161460 SPR DHOJENDRA PUN 67 POM 0=2 qm\m 7 JAN 80-20 JUN 80 3 weeks gap
3 21159605 SPR RAMCHANDRA RAI 68 FTR RE 2-1 .Nm\w 28 JAN 80— 1 AUG 80 6 weeks gap



COMING EVENTS

Te Dashara Party.

2000 hrs on 22 September at the US Medway
Sports Club,

2e Annual General Meeting.

1630 hrs on Thursday 8 November at the Army
and Navy Club.

2 GBA Dinnere.

Same day as AGM (!) at East India,
Devonshire, Sports and Public Schools
Club, St. James Square, London S W 1,
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NEWS FROM DAVE HINDLE

Greetings Folks,

Another issue, and another blank sheet of paper staring me in
the facee As usual it is a last minute dash, this time I was sitting
at home quietly contemplating my navel as is my practise after sun=
down; the 'phone rang (probably caused by the bell fitted to the damn
thing)e

On picking up the wretched instrument, I was regaled by the dulcet
tones of Tom the Langridge, link man of all things Gurkha. 'You have
about ten days to do it Dave" this was the mind bending first phrase,
my brain was chasing down many avenues, first re-action was if I have
not done it up to now, it probably was not worth doing anyway. Followed
by the next thought, that if I was getting ten days notice it couldn't
be all that exciting anyway, it was Tom's way of explaining my
contribution to the news letter was getting near the dead line.

We spoke at great length, as Tom was paying for the call; he
seemed very pleased with the reaction to his Year of the Child Appeal
with emphasis for our Gurkha nippers, well done folks - keep it rolling
in.

Staying with Tom for a while, I understand he is going into the
market garden lark, and proposes to take it up full time on leaving the
services, Not being a son of the soil myself, I am never able to
appreciate the joy of producing crops of what have you from the sweat
of ones brow, and the ache in your back also I am not over-fond of
salads anyway. Still as the saying goes it takes all sorts etc etc,
anyway I wish him all the best in his venture, and may his marrows
multiply or whatever they are supposed to doe

Up until last Wednesday I was a member of our country's vast number
of unemployede You may recall I took up a new post at a plant depot in
Tonbridge early in the new year, well the parent board of the company
decided to close the depot down, this resulted in my being made
redundant and joining the local dole que.or is it queue, a unique
experience to say the leaste.

The secret must have leaked out that this abundance of technical
expertise namely yours truly was hidden in a dole queue and I take up
a new appointment next week with some lucky employers

For my trip down memory lane, like my good pal Max would say I'd
like to tell you a ''storeeee'.

Once upon a time there was a Gurkha Major, one of his main interests
in life was the running of a pig farm just opposite the plant yard.
Next to the pig farm was his pride and joy the fish pond which was very
well stockede He was not happy with the shape of his pond and decided
it would look more soldier-like and in Keeping with the Regiment if it
was squared off¢ I did the recce and noted the GM's wishes and
arranged for the work to be done with a 10RB drag shovels My star
navvy operator was none other than Chori Thapa the fattest Gurkha I
have ever seen, hence his plant troop pet name of King Sizee
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King Size and I walked the area and decided on a plan of campaign,

then the project commenced, the work proceeded at a cracking pace

with the GM appearing every hour on the hour to check progress, then it
happenede At one end of the pond only a thin retaining wall of earth
remained, it was now Bhat time so all work ceased.

After Bhat we were just about to restart when the heavens opened
up, 5o the crew sheltered in the nearby Workshops hangar, it eased a
little so I took a peep out and to my horror saw the retaining wall
start to collapses We raced to the fish pond like Olympic sprinters,
just as the wall gave way and the Gurkha Majors Billingsgate Beauties
sailed through and down into the monsoon drain. King Size roared out,
and Plant Troop turned to lining the monsoon drain and fish were being
flung onto the road as far as the eye could see.

Having carried out what I considered to be a first class recovery
Job, the next problem was where to put the damn things to keep them alive,
We found a distilled water carboy and managed to jam a couple of dozen
small ones in there but the situation was far from solvede Gurkha
knowhow came to the rescue, King Size filled the Workshops inspection
pit with water and we pitched the rest in there, for movement at a
later date.

Not being one noted for having a lot of luck, it dawned on me that
next day Major General Patterson was due to inspect the campe, Here was
a man that was noted for really inspecting a camp, so I parked a grader
over the top of the inspection pit hoping he wouldn't look too closee
Now I had two problems - would the Major General spot the fish, what
was I going to tell the GM when he wanted to know where his fish weres

For some reason the Gurkha Major was out of camp for the rest of
that day and T didn't see him until next morning at Plant Troop Offices
where we were awaiting the General's arrival, I tried to keep out of his
way but he tracked me down and I had to confess where we had put his fish,.
He thought I was pulling his leg at first and grinned but on receiving
no answering grin he realised like a maggot I was in deadearneste

Anyway folks all went well and the fish or balance of the fish
went back to the pond, a fishy story do I hear you say?

Regards,

DAVE HINDLE,



FAMILY GOSSIP

Gen John Bowring and Iona were very sorry to miss the Minley dinner
but unfortunately Gen John had to go into hospital for an operation,
but was home and "almost back to normal" when he wrote on 25 Maye.

Andy Brown retired in Jun last year after 4O years service, but can not
tear himself away entirely = he now works in York for Q Branch, HQ
NORDIST, He should presumably see something of Des Quirke who still
lives and works in York. He and Marge occasionally venture as far
south as Brighton, where Des has relatives, and we manage to have a
'slurp! or two togethers

Tom Spring Smythe is as busy as ever in Singapore with Sir William
Halcrow and Ptnrs, particularly with the preliminary engineering design
of the Mars Rapid Transport System (Hong Kong residents will know some

of the problems?!) In November Tom and Jennifer visited Rorkee for the
175th Anniversary celebrations of the raising of the Bengal Sapperse

His first return after 30 years - "Fantastic hospitality, superb standards
and a most impressive occasion''s

George Thompson is now an RO with RHQ KOSB in Berwicke He and Joan
moved up there in June, but their sons are still elsewhere, their
eldest just finishing in Oman before becoming a TA Adjt in Monmouth,
and young George managing a Comet Warehouse in Sheffield,.

Leo Gatfield still commutes to MOD from Billingshurst. Visiting his
house one can not but remark on a vast ocean-going yacht sitting at

the bottom of his garden. He bought it as a shell and is well under

way in fitting it oute Its completion is scheduled to coincide with

his eventual retirement when he plans to take Rachael away from all this.
He is at the moment collecting lead for the keel - all contributions
gratefully received (not through me!).

A long letter from George Ritchie - must be condensed to its essential
(and least libellous) parts. After 3 years at Manchester University
sponsored by MOD he has retired and taken a post at RMCS Shrivenham as

a Senior Research Sgientist in OR Branch. He is involved in the
development of the Senior Commanders Course at the Police Staff Collegee
He is, as he says, "in the enviable or more probably unenviable position
of being known to all the Chief Rossers in the country'. Joan still
runs the Male Surgical Ward of Cirencester Hospital which is only 5
minutes bike ride from their house. No 1 son Jonathen runs the Plough
Hotel, Clanfield, one of the most expensive places to eat in Oxfordshires.
No 2 son Quention globe trots installing computerized printing equipment
(the sort that keeps the Times off the streets). No 3 son Neil is
'‘resting' before launching himself into a career in agricultural
engineeringe As well as being involved in the preparation of an Open
University Course in Third World Studies which will go out in 1982,
George (for completely unknown motives) is hoping to interest the H K
police in his work for Bromshill,
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John and Wendy Fdwards are briefly in UK before moving to BAOR and

have acquired a Peugot Estate and a Lhasa Aptsu puppy to take with
them,

No news from our Welsh correspondent, though an extract from a Price
Commission report did catch the eye - "The Welsh Water Authority is
overmanned, administered with below par efficiency and has discarded
modern management techniques". Serve them right for taking on board
people fundamentally opposed to their basic element?!

Roma and I are well, though Roma has to go into hospital very shortly
for an operation which we both hope will be a minor onee She has
returned to nursing and has a sister's post at the St. Leonard's
Convalescent Home of Queen Charlottes Hospital for women,



STOP PRESS

EXTRACT FROM SIGNAL OF 10 AUG FROM COMMANDANT TO SECRETARY QGEA

Operations and more recently Typhoon Hope have caused Regiment to pull
out stops yet again. We have been heavily involved in wiring task
along border, building rebroadcast huts for Sigs, airportable shelters
for Inf, preparation of sites for camps, prefabrication of huts and
continuing with major project at Tolo. For Navy we have built instant
hovercraft fapilities for not so instantly supplied hovercraft.
Recently formed boat Tp now undergoing training with RM Team from Poole
to man 140 HP Rigid Raiders and other new craft now arriving by air.
Trade of seaman and alterations of badge to include anchor and webbed
feet being considered. Typhoon Hope swept across New Territories with
winds of up to 150 mph and caused massive tree blowdown but Perowne and
Bowring escaped relatively unscathed. Weakness in spares RE Support for
chainsaws has caused rapid despatch of extra 20 to support newly formed
Forestry Troops QGE! Despite workload Regiment in fine fettle.
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