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EDITORIAL

The final task of editing the Newsletter, and by

far the most difficult,is that of writing the
aditoriall A blank sheet of paper in the typewriter
stifles thought most effectively. It would have
been all right if this had been my last effort as
forecast in the last edition. Alas, this may not
be the case, January is a difficult month for any-
one to take over the job and the likely outcome will
be a combined effort by the Secretary and myself,
using 12 RSME Regiment facilities, during my sojourn
on the Squadron Commanders course at Chatham during
January and February. I now understand why it took
Ian so long to handover!

However, the change of editorship is completely
overshadowed by the major event of the year; the
handover by General Bill to General Sir Hugh
Cunningham as Colonel of the Regiment, Prominent,
therefore, in this edition is the news of the dinner
to be held at Chattenden on 22 October to mark the
occasion, Reply slips are enclosed so please fill
them in and send them back promptly to the Secretary-
there isn't even any need to send money in advance
this time! We hope that as many members as possible
will come to show our appreciation of all that Gen-
eral Bill has done for the GEA and to give a warm
welcome to his successor, The fact that the Pipes
and Drums will be present 21SOeeeccoee

To continue in the same vein; the Committee hope
that by having the AGM on the afternoon of the
Dinner in the same Mess many more people than usual
will be able to attend.

The other imminent change on the Committee is that
of GELO, Mike Reynolds, who has held the fort very
ably since the departure of Bill Wiggett, will hand
over to John Baker who arrives in mid-September at
Chattenden.



Most of you will have read the 'Family Gossip'
section already by the time you read the usditorial
and you will have noticed, with mingled relief and
chagrin,that there is less of it than in the last
edition, This is a true indication of the fact
that I had more material to choose from than before
thanks to the efforts of the Commandant and others.
I apologise to those whose articles were either not
printed or suffered from the editorial blue pencil
in an effort to trim them to sizel Please keep the
flow coming and, especially, keep the family news
and changes of address up to date. To avoid any
possibility of error please send all contributions
direct to the Secretary after 1 Jan 77.

Working with the Committee brought home to me how
much work goes in to making the GEA the thriving
concern it is. The hope, now confirmed, that I
might be going back to the Regiment soon did, of
course,add a little spice to my interest! Due in
large measure to the GBA, however, it has been, and
continues to be, a very social couple of years with
lots of enjoyable parties - not to mention the
weddings!

Finally, although I haven't quite made my 1 Sep
publication, I hope this Newsletter reaches you in
good time.

~X=X=-X=X~-

Award of Bi&M

Cpl Lilbahadur Pun has been awarded the BaM but the
medal has still to be presented. It is hoped that
this might be done by the Queen herself during
Lilbahadur's UK course which starts shortly.

-X=-X=X~X-X=



REGIMENTAL NEWSLETTER
BY THEZ COMMANDANT

1 MAR 76 -~ 31 JUL 76

Perhaps a number of you will have read some or all
of the many novels of Douglas Reeman. He writes
exciting naval adventure stories. The theme is
invariably the same - a psychologically depressed
Captain or First Lieutenant fighting the war virt-
ually single handed in a small ship. In spite of
the similarity of the stories they are always com-
pulsive reading. I was reminded of the Reeman
books when, before putting pen to paper this time,

I glanced through the bhack numbers. The Commandant's
newsletters have a very common pattern, only the
names are changed; nevertheless I always read the
GEA Newsletter from cover to cover. I do not think
we could stretch the simile beyond that point. So
following the footsteps of my more erudite predec-
essors I am about to recite the Gurkha Engineer
Canticle - Benedicite Omnia -in which we shall re-
cite and hless all our works, our visitors, our
arrivals and departures, our nuptials and our births
and so on.in order that these momentous events are
chronicled for generations to come,

When I look back over the period since I last wrote
there is one activity that stands out - visitors to
the Regiment, The visitors are prominent in my
thoughts not so much for their quantity (that in
itself must be a record) but for the incidents that
surround their visitations. I list here the Generals
and more important Brigadiers (or ecuivalents) that
have dropped in since February. (You will note I

also include one important Major!)

17 Feb - HE ichael Scott MVO -~ HBM Ambassador to

Nepal
5 Mar - Maj Gen K Saunders ORI - Paymaster-in-Chief
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12 Mar - The Right Hon Gen Guna - Chief of Staff
Shajasher Jang Bahadur Rana Royal Nepalese

Army
19 lHar - General Bawa - E-in-C Indian Army
27 Mar - Maj Gen DB Wood - Dir Army Quartering
3 May - Maj John Getley - DRO mast -Nepal

13 May - Brig JL Chapple MBE- Comd 48 Gurkha Inf Bde

19 May - Lt Gen Sir John
Archer KCB OBE - CBF Hong Kong

12 Jul - Mr W Farrer Comiaand Secretary

14-17 Jul - lMaj Gen JH Foster - E-in-C

22 Jul = The Hon Mr LM Davies - Secretary for Security
CHC OBy JP HK Government

You only have to look at my diary to see that the
above list is by no means exhaustive. The success
of a visit freqguently depends upon smocoth programming
and good administration, The one faulty part of
the Regiment which John Iidwards openly handed over
to me was a jinx staff car. This machine can he
put into workshops every day of the weck and will be
returned with a clean bill of health but include it
in a VIP programme and it immediately reports sick.
The REMT artificers believe it malingers as it is
always well when it reaches hospital. Sometimes

this can be a blessing in disguise. The car was a
reluctant starter when it went to meet the CBI''s
helicopter at the back of Perouwne Barracks. Now

because many of these senior officers have such a
short time with us we find that a presentation on
the Regiment by myself, 2IC and the Squadron Comman-
ders can cover the ground very quicklye. On this
occasion a last minute rehearsal was going on wvhilst



I was awaiting the CBF and trying to awaken the car
into life. As the helicopter arrived the slide
projector in the presentation room became animated
and started to devour the slides rapidly. The staff
car's r=luctance to perform bought the presenters
sufficient time to restore order and produce a new
projector.

Surprisingly each presentation has to be tailor made
for the visitor and the scripts are carefully vetted
to prevent, say, a Hong Kong Government official
thinking that all our work is outside the colony or
the Command Secretary thinking that we only work for
commercial organisations,

The list of works carried out over the period is too
similar to that shown in my last letter to repeat

in detail. In broadest terms the Squadrons have
been emnloyed on building permanent accomirodation on
the border, preparing new accomiiodation for the move
of Headquarters Squadron and CR projects such as an
enormous car park for Ocean Park - a big new leisure
area on Hong Kong Island. Both sguadrons sent men
with Support Company 1/2 GR to Australia. 67 San
had a very successful exercise in Brunei where apart
from jungle training they built a Jetty, two large
spectator stands and a range control hut. They also
found time for adventure training - visits to long
houses etc.,

Harry Vialou Clark, OC 67 Sqn, left the Brunei
exercise after two days to carry out the more imp-
ortant role of looking after our shooting interests
at Bisley. Once again the Regiment excelled itself
on the ranges coming 10th overall in the Major Units
and easily the top non infantry unit. A full report
by Harry is elsewhere in the Newsletter. One other
note on Harry Vialou Clark; we have just heard that
he has been warned for the post of DCRE Dharan from
next April adding one more to the list of former
officers of the Regiment to have filled this post.
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Since I last wrote I am sorry to say that we have
had two deaths of serving soldiers. Many of you
who served recently with the Regiment will be sad to
hear that Corporal Lalitkumar Thapa died in BMH
during April, He was a popular soldier, a good
draughtsman, an outstanding athlete and former Nepal
Cup player. We have recently heard that Lepl Dil-
bahadur Gurung, another 68 Sgn man who' transferred
from GD to become a cook for his last two years of
service, was killed on a train in India whilst on
his terminal leave. We have also heard from the
hills of the death of ex Lt(QGO) Krishnaraj Rai

whom many of you will know,

Mike Webb, the first OC of the new HQ Sqgadron, left
us in May for Barton Stacey. I understand that he
is putting Jean and the Family into the smallest
Honda car he can buy. Stuart Thornborough, our
energetic and loquacious Education Officer, left us
at the same time. He has been an enthusiastic
participator in every type of Regimental function
and I have no doubt that the GEA will be stimulated
by his presence shortly.

Captain(QGO) Tikaraj Rai was another officer to leave
this Spring after completing 25 years with the
Regiment. By the time this newsletter is published
we shall also have lost John Baker to Chatham (as
GELO), Brian Taylor and Sue to Northern Ireland and
John Pinel to 26 Armoured Squadron in BAOR,

Alwyn Jennings-Bramley arrived with Tricia and the
boys to replace Mike and Jean Webb. The Jennings-
Bramlys have taken over the old Commandant's quarter
in Barbecue Gardens. Do not fear; I was not evicted
for rent arrears but have taken possession of a 'de
luxe executive type residence' in 'fashionable Beas
Hill' as the house agent might say ... I have, at
last, a proper CO's house with a garden gate onto

the golf course and another to the Jockey Club



stables and swimming pool. House guests are now
welcome!}

Ian Jones(Jones the Chalk) has arrived to take over
the Education Wing from Stuart.

Other personnel matters of interest are Ken Smith's
promotion to Major; James Bhujel is to become Head
Clerk of the Training Depot; Bharatsing Limbu is to
be the new Head Clerk in Headquarters British Gurkhas
Nepal; we have a newly commissioned officer, Lt(QGO)
Sambahadur Rana, The commissioning ceremony was
carried out by the E-in-C during his visit. Another
promotion this year was that of ex Major(QGO) Amap-
bahadur Gurung MBE to Honorary Captain (GCO). He
Joins Kalusing as the second Gurkha Engineer to be
elevated to that rank,

We have hed three weddings since I last wrote - John
Archibald married Mandy Billyeald, Archie Mackenzie
married Rosanne Grey and William Thackwell married
Jody Day, Richard MacDonald has announced his
intention to marry in September,

George Philp, our erstwhile S02 RE - now a member of
GEA - left the Regiment in May after competing in
the South China Sea Race, Before he left he gave

a magnificent party to ceclebrate his half century
and then days later announced his engagement to a
charming Dutch girl called Elizabeth(Bip) Telle,

The outstanding Regimental successes at football
were reported by the Editor in the last Newsletter,
The current period shows a dearth of competitive
events(perhaps everyone was at the Olympic Games)
but I can report that we have won the Major Units
Knockout Hockey Competition and the inter unit
Badminton Knockout Competition, Also at Badminton
Sapper Taradhoj Rai won the individual cup.



In my last I did say that I would report back on my
visit to Nepal. Space does not permit me to
describe this exciting return to Nepal after nine-
teen years., It was stimulating and I met many old
friends of mine and yours all of whom send their
salams.

Amongst the ex QGOs I met were Jagatram Thapa,
Dhanbahadur Rana, Deobahadur Thapa, Manbahadur Gurung,
Aitahang Subba, Harkabahadur Gurung, Harkabahadur
Limbu and Ramparsad Rai.  Honorary Captain (GCO)
Amarbahadur made a great effort to meet me by riding
down from his village to Pokhara but was called away
to a disaster in his village 4 hour before my plane

was due to land,

I have managed to persuade a larger number of officers
than usual to contribute to this issue and if I am

to leave space for them I must finish this saga now.
Two last points - first the Pipes and Drums will be
returning to the UK for three weeks in October and
will be available for the handover of the Colonels

of the Regiment. Finally, I shall be in the UK to-
wards the end of November for the E~in-C's conference
and hope to meet a number of you about that time.

-X=X=X=X~-

Chestnut Time

Who said Gurkha manpower should be maintained at
present levels? Item 26 on a recent MT details
list showed Expendable Stmn - 1526 Spr Shyambahadur!

Or put it another waye....

The Head Saheb instructed the Orderly Room Sergeant
to follow up a training instruction- 'Please indent
for RHQ personnel'- the Adjutant thought it unlikely
they would be issueds ......



OIFFICERS AND WARRANT OFFICLRS

SERVING WITH THE REGIMENT

AS AT 31 JUL 76

BOs AND QGOs

RHQ
Commandant Lt Col
2IC Ma j

Adjt Capt

IO Capt

QM Maj(QM)
Edn Offr Capt

GM Maj(QGO)
HC Lt (QGO)
HQ Sqn

0oC Ma j

2IC Capt
Trg Offr Capt
Wksp Tp Ma j(QM)

Rescources Tp Maj(uM)
Design Team Capt(QM)

Pmr Capt

Asst Trg Offr Capt(QGO)
Gurkha QM Capt(QGO)
Gurkha Fam OffrLt(QGO)
67 Sqn

oc Ma j

21C Capt

A Tp Capt

B Tp Capt

C Tp Capt
Gurkha Capt Capt(QGO)
A Tp QGO

B Tp QGO Lt (QGO0)

C Tp QGO Lt(QGO)

MT/ Plant QGO Lt(QGO)

J
NWA
JG
RJIR
LE
IR

Speight RE
Tomlinson RE
Baker RE
Alexander RE
Batty RE
Jones RAEC

Bhimbahadur Gurung MVO
James Bhujel

JA
AM
AS
RG
KB
BAR
EP

Jennings-Bramly RE
Mackenzie RE
Tuggey RE

Rafferty RE

Smith BEM RE
Thomas RE

Heaton RAPC

Ganesh Chhetri
Indrakamal Tamang
Nandalal Limbu

HE
B

RS
PC
JR

Vialou Clark RE
Taylor RE
McDonald RE
Cooper RE
Archibald RE

Tchhabahadur Rai BEM

Sambahadur Rana
Tekansing Gurung
Lokbahadur Gurung
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68 Sqgn

oc Ma j PJ
21C Capt

1 Tp Capt

2 Tp Lt

3 Tp Capt

Gurkha Capt Capt(QGO)

1 Tp QGO

2 Tp QGO Capt (QGO)

3 Tp QGO Lt (QGO)
MT/Plant QGO Lt (QGO)

ERE

Head Clerk BGD Dharan:

Head Clerk TDBG
2IC Admin Coy TDBG
Trans Team TDBG
RSM TDBG

DCI BGD Dharan

Nepal Leave

Vorthington RE

WPR Thackwell RE
JA Pinel RE
ARH Smith RE
DA Walker RE

Bhimbahadur Gharti

Makardhoj Sahi

Kusalsing Gurung
Lokbahadur Gurung

Capt(QGO)
Capt (QGO)
Capt (QGO)
Lt (QGO)
WO

WOl

1.t (QGO) Ekbahadur Gurung

Lt (QG0) Jamansing Rai

Gurkha WOs

RSM W01

SSM 67 Sqn W02

SSM 68 San Ssgt
ORQMS Wo2

ROMS Ssgt

Recently Departed BOs and BORs

Ma j MCS Webb RE

Capt SG Thornborough RAEC
Wo2 PJD Riley RE

Wo2 RTJ Sullivan RIHE
Sgt MR Clarke RAPC

L/Sgt R Bate RO

John Tenzing Lepcha
Bharatsing Limbu
Sunar Gurung
Balkrishna Pradhan
Budhiman Gurung
Jagbahadur Pun

Tekbahadur Gurung
Manbahadur Pun
Amarmani Gurung
Premkedar Sherpa
Belsing Thapa

62 CRLE Construction

Inf Jnr Ldrs Bn

Central fngr Park

COD Chilwell

3% Fd Sgn BFPO 801
Release

11



Arrivals

—X-X=X~X=X~
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Maj JA Jennings-Bramly RE

woz T Wick RE

Sgt TA Baker RE

Promotions

Ma j Capt(QM) KB  Smith BEM RE

Lt 2Lt ARH Smith RE

Capt(9G0) ILt(QGO) Indrakamal Tamang

Lt (WGO0) wo2 Sambahadur Rana

British WOs. & . SNCOs with the Regiment as at 31 Jul 76
WO1 GA Dodd RE CofW(C) HQ Sgn
W02 GF Jago RE SSM H® Sqgn
W02 JH Smith RE QMST Sigs HQ Sqgn
W02 T Wick RE QMSI Cbt Engr HQ Sgn
W02 R Hayton RE RQMS HQ Sqn
W02 DE Sidaway RE SQMS 67 Sqn
W02 MW Day RE SQMS 68 Sgn
W02 TP Langridge RE MPF HQ Sqn
W02 WJ Forshaw RE MPF HQ Sqn
W02 RH Cummings RAPC Pay Clk Div 2 HQ Sgn
W02 TD Smit RE CofW(E) HQ Sqn
Ssgt DW Cooper RE Chief Clerk HQ Sqn
Ssgt W Bringhurst RE  CofW(C) HQ Sagn
Ssgt CR Collingwood REME Art Vehs HQ Sqgn
5gt  RG Bold RE Stmn Tech HQ Sqn
Sgt AC Packam RE Stmn Tech HQ San
Sgt JD Young RE Plant Op Mech HQ Sqn
Sgt 8 Parkin RE Dvr Spec RE HQ Sqgn
Sgt TA Baker RAPC Pay Clk Div 3 68 Sqn
Sgt J Barrowclough Pay Clk Div 3 67 Sqn



Trees

Long ago when the Editor was merely -OC C Troop in

67 Sqn (1965)......I was given the job of planting
trees in Perowne Barracks, I knew very little
about the subject(which could be said for most of
the tasks I undertook!) and turned to my QGO (Lt
Churamani) for advice., Silviculturally, with my
limited Gurkhali, this was not a success. However,
we cracked the organisational aspect by redesigning
the hand minelaying drill(anti-tk only) to cope with
saplings. I thought it was rather clever, myself.

The trees arrived from the Forestry Department neat-
ly stacked on the truck with their roots protected
against damage by tough black plastic bags. The
operation commenced with lots of white tape, telling
off into parties and pacing out of distances., I

had some forward planning to do under the fan in my
office and I left the scene just as the first shovels
were digging the first holes for the first trees.

When I returned some time later I was well pleased
with what I saw,. A gratifying number of brave new
saplings were standing proud along the western end
of the square and elsewhere, A1l was going accord=
ing to plan apart from one thing. There was no
sign of the discarded black plastic bags which had
not featured in the original plan as they had been
unexpected.

You've guessed it - we had to dig up every single
tree for a retrospective debagging! I hope they

survived their ordeal....

TFor the More Technical

Quoted recently(in the AWRE News-where elsel):

"The wear on the hypothesis is directly proportion-
al to the distance of extrapolation from the
experimental results."

13
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SHOQOTING 1976
BY HARRY VIALOU CLARK

Working on the principle that good news is repeatable
year after year I have been asked to pen an article
again on the Regiment's shooting activities in 1976.

1976 saw an improvement in the overall team perfor-
mances in all the major competitions we entered;

namely the Hong Kong Skill-at-Arms Meeting, the RE
Central Meeting and the Army Meeting at Bisley.

This year our individual performances, while being

at times cup winning, were not crowned by being
selected for the Army team. But who wants gladiators?
(To be honest, every unit does!)

In the Hong Kong meeting we were beaten into 5th
place by one match point. One of those irritating
technicalities, of which the shooting fraternity is
so fond, robbed us of the right to compete at Bisley
as an official entry. Thanks to immaculate forward
planning and valuable friends in the right places we
arrived in UK before any of the other battalions
that did qualify and carried away over half the
available silverware in the RERA Central Meeting.
Embahadur Saheb never tires of doing well and won
the Individual Rifle againj; Spr Bhaktabahadur won the
individual SMG and B Class rifle cups and Spr Chin-
bahadur the Young Soldiers Cup. Ironically, Spr
Pahalsing, who is the Reigning Hong Kong rifle
champion and Army VIII member, was the only Gurkha
Engineer not to reach the last 16 at the Corps Meet!

Bisley turned into something of a Brigade of Gurkhas
benefit, Individual and team medal lists included

an embarrassing proportion of Rais, Gurungs and Thapas.
In the Major Units championship all six Brigade teams
were in the first ten in 63. We were tenth. Put
another way, only four British major units beat us.
This wasa wonderful achievement and recognised as

16



such from the CBF and MGBG downwards, Various
British infantry COs were unamused by my suggestion
that next years meeting should be held in Hong Kong!

On 10th July we held a GEA party in Church Crookham
which was attended by over 70 British and Gurkhas -

a record for this type of party? It was particularly
good to see General and Lady Jackson, General Bowring
and Colonel Jumbo and Priscilla Thomas. Mr and Mrs
Smith, Andrew's parents,were among the guests. As

many of you know Andrew is one of our Troop commanders
and was with the team until the halfway stage. Mr
Smith generously donated £20 in gift vouchers which
were awarded to those with the best overall aggregate
scores in practice. This competition greatly added
to the purpose of our days on the range,

Finally, our sincere thanks to all the GEA members
who entertained the team during their stay in
Ingland, Plans are already in hand for our return
next year when we hope to see many of you again.

~X-X=-X=-X~—

Why is it that the MT details provide such a rich
haul of Gurkha(unconscious)humours? Here is another
selection:

For the parade for the E-in-C's visit the Squadron
details corporal did his best. He laid on one Land
Rover for mice laying on the parade square, a 4 ton
for parade spectres followed(thoughtfully) by a 4 ton
for the fatigued party!

Meanwhile, not to be outdone, the VMs were working on:
Both side mud guide bend
Renew radiator leak(not to mention the wipper

Secure benjy union bleed)
Ad just steering clump free play

17



NEWS FROM DHARAN
BY JOHN GETLLEY

I will start my news inside the cantonment as it
strongly resembles, in its inhabitants, the GEA;
there are, besides the Pay and a few Doctors, few
who haven't served@ in the Gurkha Engineers,

Our President is clearly Capt(QGO) John Tenzing,who
is Head Clerk of the Recruiting Depot, We will miss
him when he goes on Pension next Spring. He has
bought land in Kathmandu and hopes by then to be a
Nepalese citizen., Fortunately Capt(QGO) Bharatsing
Limbu will have taken over by then as Head Clerk, HQ
British Gurkhas Nepal so we will still maintain our
foothold in the QGOs' Mess, John Saheb during his
stay here has surrounded himself with friends; 9639
Sgt(Clerk) Bombahadur Gurung is the Orderly Room Clerk
and even the office Runner is late of the Pipes and
Drums!

The Resettlement Wing(Housebuilding Section) is run
by W01 Jugbahadur Pun looking far younger than he did
as a Corporal running Duncan Morris' fortnightly mail
run up the Baram River to Long Akah, He is assisted
by Sgt Bhojbzhadur Limbu who is currently helping Sgt
Nainabahadur Sunwar to rebuild a bridge at Khiji.
Nainabahadur is now Headman(Pradhan Panch) of his
village and had wanted to build the bridge on a site
his father and grandfather had used for bridges.
Andrew Tuggey chose another site on the grounds that
Nainabahadur's children would not need to rebuild it
therel S5gt Balaram Rai is the other assistont
instructor, He is away in Terathum at the moment
rebuilding the ‘Welfare Centre Medical Bay. Other
serving soldiers here are the two who have worked
their way into DCRE, W02 Jogindrasing Gurung, now
Clerk of Works(Aid Projects), is on his first ever
visit to the hills of Nepal. He obviously felt he
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was going to be eaten alive when he left for Diktel
last week but I'm sure the troops will look after

him and that he will really enjoy it. Cpl Durgaparsad
from Pokhara is currently Draughtsman to DCRLE and was
pretty shaken by the Indian Customs over Easter when

he tried to take some leave in Darjeeling. They even
made him, under duress, sign a declaration that he
carried his watch in his underwear,

DCRE employ the greater part of our retired soldiers,
At their head is Lt(QGO) Ranjit Gurung, now a little
crusty after 20 years in the job; Billy Brown first
introduced him to me at Lehra in 1957 when he'd been
prematurely retired with TB, OQur secretary here is
really his number two, 0935 Ssgt Swarankumar Pradhan
(ex~Chief Clerk 67 Sgn)who maintains lists of our
members and happily arranges parties when visiting
VIPs are with us.

There are many others I could mention and will do in
future 'Newsletters' but to finish up this time I'd
like to mention our 'Cedar' team, The Canadian
Government, in an enlightened way, have given us a
grant of money to match that collected by their cit-
izens to aid Nepal. In part the money is spent by
Nepalese citizens to develop their country with Civil
Enginecer projects. All this means that the other
day I stood with Capt(QGO) Krishnabahadur Tamang on
a hill outside Diktel while he explained how he was
going to use the £40,000 he'd been given to put a
water supply in to the town. While he spoke Ssgt
Setuman Rai fussed around setting out with his level
and W02 Pandit Rai and Sgt Kamansing Limbu directed
the pool of volunteer labour who were preparing the
sites and mixing the concrete, . flsewhere Capt(QGO)
Harkebahadur Limbu assisted by W02 Sanjabahadur Rai
is putting CGI roofs on Government schools and Ssgt
Mangalsing Limbu is detached to help Capt Kalusing
Limbu with his water supply at Tembe,

A RTINS LT
ELraW AW Y
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LXCRCISE DAMAYAN
BY ANDREW SMITH

Exercise DAMAYAN (SEATEX 53) was the last STATO
exercise that will ever be held. It took place in
the Northern Philippines during January and February
1976. It was labelled as a military civil action
exercise and, to fulfil this aim, the exercise par-
ticipants were all engineers. Detachments came from
New Zealand, USA, Thailand, Philippines and UK.

Ve arrived in the Philippines at USAF Clark Airbase
on 19th January and moved to our exercise site the
following day.

Our area for the exercise was a village called
Balangobon which was close to the town of Alaminos
which is in North-Western Luzon near the picturesque
Hundred Islands.

Our tasks on departure from Hong Kong were to be the
construction of a suspension bridge with a span of
164 feet and the upgrading of a ten foot track.

The suspension bridge task was very challenging
both in design and construction, The design was
produced in October and stores ordered and then
flown to the Philippines in December.

The design called for high towers and the welding
of the steel beams proved a problem in the middle
of nowhere, However, the local Filipinos turned up
trumps and a man was found who possessed an arc
welding kit. The local villagers also proved to
be a great help when it came to digging holes for
the large mass concrete anchorages.

The construction of the bridge proved a challenge
to many of our tradesmen and everybody's ingenuity,
especially when it came to moving a 19 foot steel
girder across a river gorge.
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The upgrading of the road proved to be slightly
tricky. Very soon after our arrival the plan
changed, The actual construction was then to be a
ten metre all-weather road with a gravel surface.
This was to be built on a new alignment across a
paddy field - quite an experience.

Our plant and vehicles were lent to us by the
Philippines Army and tribute must be paid to our
fitters who had an unenviable job. It seemed to
them that as soon as they repaired a vehicle some-
body broke something else.

During our stay in the Philippines we managed to see
the Hundred Islands, the picturesque town of Bagino,
the summer capital, and the city of Pagapan.

Many friends were made with the local villages
especially between the men and the girls. We
still occasionally hear from the village telling
us how much they miss us.

The last party we gave in the village will be rem-
embered for some time; we invited forty people and
over two hundred turned uv. The feast wasn't quite
enough to go round.

We were visited during the exercise by his Excellency
Sunthorn Hungladarom, Secretary General of SEATO,
the British and New Zealand Ambassadors and the OC.

The 0C (John Worthington) proved much more adept at
riding water buffaloes than his troop commander and
was heard to mutter something about them being ''more
stable for Polo... "

The tasks were completed and handed over on 10th
February and ths Troop withdrew to Clark Air Base.
Ve arrived in Hong Kong on 19th and 20th February.

A most memorable exercise,
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THE RELIEF OF LONE TREE HILL
BY PETER COOPER '

- His gas mask strapped firmly over his face, the
young Guards officer made his way up the side of
Lone Tree Hill. As he approached the squat green
hut near the top his feet dragged and he felt a wave
of nausea come over him. 'Not again" he bleated as
the ground under the hut rumbled, '"No, NOT again,"
He retraced his steps to where he had come from and
decided to wait for the next '0¢ Group at Sha Tau
Kok,

Thus it was decided to replace the old DTIL at Lone
Tree Hill with a new, brick and tile, sitter and
stander.

"I think it should go there," remarked the swarthy
man from Brigade sweeping an area from Saigon to
Vladivostock on the wall map.

"We've never taken one on that large before" came
the quick reply. "Why not put it here, on the
site of the old showers and wash-basins? That
seems a good place,"

"Agreed. But if we put it there then they'll need
new showers and basins" said swarthy triumphantly.

They agreed and the sitter and stander became a
sitter and stander and washer and showerer.

First, the removal of the old showers, an ancient
worm devoured construction of wood and CGI that
wobbled and shook like a giant silver jelly.

Easy - the mere site of a sledge hammer caused this
neurotic building to demolish itself.

Next the concrete base was ripped up, land levelled,
foundations laid and brightly coloured bricks of all
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shapes and sizes sprouted in gay abandon in an
effort to form walls. They succeeded, Holes
were cut here and there for doors and windows

and when entry was possible drains were laid,
cisterns erected, showers installed and a roof of
timber put on.

Outside the pace was equally fervent erecting a tower
(greater even than Babylon in that it hasn't fallen
down yet) topped with a water tank welded from old

colanders. Further down a septic tank was built an
and beyond, a mighty hole which, having been dug,
was promptly filled in again with stones. What

manner of men are those who dig holes and fill them
in again with stones?

"Gurkha Engineers' said swarthy''have finished build-
ing their loo at Lone Tree Hill., We're taking it
over tomorrow,"

They had, they did and now you can.

~-0-0-0-0-
Acting Platoon Commander on a Jungle Warfare Ex-
ercise upon meeting the enemy. "1 Section stay

here, 2 Section go right flanking. 5 Section
go left flanking."(?)

=X=-H=-X-X-

Painting of the Pipes and Drums

The Corps has bought a painting by Jane Corsellis

of the Pipes and Drums, The picture is being framed
at present but will eventually hang in the Chattenden
Officers' Mess.,

-X-X=X-X~-
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GEA and GBA ACTIVITIES

Programme of Events

1 Oct 76 : Dashera Party at Chatham
(Committee Meeting beforehand)

22 Oct 76 : AGM at Chatham
Handover Dinner
12 Nov 76 : Wreath laying Ceremony at Westminster
GBA Dinner
Spring 77 : Gurkha Party or Outing
May 77 : Minley Party (Date to be confirmed)
14 May 77 : GBA Reunion at Sandhurst

The programme .shows the new pattern. Poor support
for two GOR parties in the past means that, in
future, we will concentrate our major effort on one
big party at Chatham at Dashera time with the aim of
attracting as many Members and Associate Members as
possible., The Spring GOR party will become a get-
together for all the Gurkhas on UK courses and will
be run by the GELO, GEA members would still be we
welcome to attend,

Dashera 1976, The Dashera Party this year will

take nlace at Chattenden Barracks at 1930 hours on
Fri 1 Oct in the 12 Club. All members and Associate
Members are invited to attend and as many as possible
will be offered accommodation, Please return the
reply :slip which is enclosed to the Secretary as

soon as possible and certainly no later than 24 Sep.

Handover Dinner, The dinner to mark the Handover
between the Colonels of the Regiment will take place
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in the Chattenden Mess at 7.30 pm (for & o'clock).
ith the exception of the toasts and speeches

after dinner the occasion will be run as a normal
guest night. Dress will be Mess Kit (Dinner
Jackets with Miniatures for those no longer serving).
An added bonus will be the presence of the Pipes and
Drums who should be back from Hong Kong in time,

The Dinner will be subsidised a little from GEA
funds with the aim of keeping the cost to between

gh and £5 eachj; Mess Bills will be presented after
the event. Please return the reply slip to the
Secretary as soon as possible and, in any case, not
later than 1 Oct.

AGM. The AGM will be held this year at 1600 hours

on the afternoon of the Dinner, Tea will be avail-
able in the Mess beforehand and it would help if we
had an idea of the numbers attending in advance.
There is space on the Dinner reply form to tell the
Secretary whether to expect you. This is a splendid
opportunity to produce a really good turnout and it
is hoped as many members as possible will make the
effort to come early.

GBA Dinner. The GBA Dinner will take place on
12 Nov 76 at the Bast India, Sports and Public
Schools Club at 7.00 for 7.30 pm. Dress will be
Dinner Jackets with miniatures and it is hoped that
the cost will not be more than £7 per head inclusive
.0f wines and port. Please reply direct to the AAG
Bde of Gurkhas

Room Sih4

Lansdowne House

Berkeley Sauare W1X 6AA

Finally, an event which is in the past - The Corps
Dinner in June. There was a Gurkha Engineer table
for six(although some others were spotted there).
The Regiment figured prominently in the speeches
after dinner since both the Chief Royal Engineer
and the Engineer-in-Chief had been recent visitors!
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FAMILY GOSSIP

Some changes of address have come in since the
publication of the new list and you will find
below the more important onesie, those which are
important for Christmas cards!

I received a pretty swift reply from Hong Kong to
augment and correct my scanty news of the Elderkins
and Slaters! To put the record straight:

The Elderkins did indeed produce a son in Mar 76,
their second; Rupert joins William who was born in
October 74, The family should be home shortly and
their temporary address is:

Windmill Hill Cottage

Steeple Clayton, Bucks,
In January Brigadier ¥lderkin is going to take
over BRIXMIS, BFPO 45,

Ian Slater also wrote a swift riposte. He con-
firmed the arrival of Sally-Anne; Rory will be going
on to King's Canterbury in January. His biggest
news item is that he is going on Redundancy - volunt-
arily! They will be leaving Hong Kong in November
and Ian finally leaves the Army in March. He also
described some of the work he had been doing in the
Colony over the last two years mainly in connection
with the run down of the Garrison - fascinating
stuff but not, unfortunately,for publication yet!
Many of you will have seen, too, that Ian has just
been awarded the OBE for his work out there. Many
congratulations!

John Getley who wrote the News from Dharan adds that
"Trish and I are very happy and expect to continue

so for the next 30 years we plan to spend here.

We hope that some of the 0ld and bold(British) will
come and see us-return through Wexas of Brompton Rd
is about £230. Outside school holidays we've always




a spare room," For his next article John plans to
write about some of the Grand 01d Men now growing
0ld in the Terai - Dhojbir and Aitahang.

The Chapmans had a son on 18 May.

Jonathan and Kate Forbes have also produced a son
- on 20 May. Jonathan didn't hang about for long
after the birth and seems to be doing some sort of
world tour surveying madly!

David and Judy Walker have had adaughter in Hong
Kong,

Harry Turnham looks exceedingly happy in retire-
ment. His new address is:

6,Lowecay Road

Southsea Hants PO5 2QA

Brian and Sue Taylor as you know have left Hong Kong
and after a short spell in Camberley their new
address will be:

HQRE

HQNI

BFPO 825

Gordon Hole is now Tech QM at Cove. His address
is, therefore,

3 Trg Regt RE

Southwood Camp Cove.

Bill Chesshyre, now a major will be returning from
NI shortly and, having set up a house for Bim in
Camberley, will be off to join the Army Staff Course
at Shrivenham until Christmas and then back to
Camberley.

The Thorps, Austin and Jenny are already at RMCS

on the years course there, They have obviously
enjoyed the relaxed time there and will be moving

to Camberley after Christmas with the Chesshyres and..
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Doug and Margaret Humphrey., The address for all
three couples is:
11 Army Staff Course
RMCS Shrivenham, Wilts wup to Dec
and
Staff College
Camberley, Surrey after Christmas,

John English when last heard of was planning to sell
his farm in Cornwall and move to Hereford where he
has a job as a farm consultant.

Bill Wiggett is enjoying his new job as Defence
Sales Manager for Lairds of Anglesey. He is doing
a fair amount of travelling continuing to sell some
of the kit he used to demonstrate with the RE Sales
Team! So far this year he has been to Athens,
Bagdad, Cairo and Lagos., Rumour hath it he even
has a carpet in his office.......

Gil Roach who must be having a busy time working
for the Welsh Water Authority this year attended

a course at the Home Defence College at York just
after he left the Army. John Kitching, who was on
the same course, reported that his presence was
appreciated, not to say enjoyed, by the other
members of the course!

Reggie Lawson-Tim's time as Staff Captain to QMG

is up shortly. He and Bernice and the kids will b
be moving to Shrivenham next February when Reggie
joins 12 Army Staff Course.

Duncan and Rosemary Morris are still in Frampton
(not Brampton as I put in the Address list!).
Duncan is working very hard putting into practice
lots of theory about transport that he learnt
some time back.

Guy Lucas married Joanna Gillespie on 14 Aug,

The Cooks and Gaffneys are off to Hong Kong to
67 and 63 Sqns respectively next February.
(See Stop Press P 38)
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS NEWS

It has been confirmed that Colonel Gil Roach has
relinquished his post as Associate Members Repres-
entative and that, in future, the job will be carried
out by the Secretary assisted by Dave Hindle and, as
necessary, by the Editor.

In this edition we are concentrating on news from
the Sergeants' Mess in Hong Kong and it is hoped
that this will “e a continuing feature of the News-
letter.

With the transfusion of new members from the new

HQ Snuadron the Mess at Gordon Hard is now thriving
as never before, Membership has leapt from 11 to
nearly double that number and Regimental functions
are well attended, This has not. been achieved with-
out traumas along the way! Some Mess members cont-
inue to live in Kowloon and use the Sham Shui Po Mess
and others, although in the Territories, are distant
in places such as Sek Kong and Dill's Corner, How-
ever,the new quarters at Castle Peak Villas have
helned and, in the words of Q Smith, whose letter
makes up the rest of this article: 'Although the sit-
uation may seem slightly confusing, it does work.

For such a small mess we are quite active. e play
a surprising amount of sport, both as Mess and indiv-
idual members of Regimental teams. Y02 Ray Hayton
and W02 Bob Cummings are bhoth members of the success-
ful Regimental Hockey team; Ray Hayton in fact plays
hockey regularly for the Army and has also played for
the CBI''s ¥I. In spite of all the hockey, Mess
football and, of course, never ending RQMS work, he
still finds time to represent the Regiment at golf.

W02 Derrick Sidaway is a successful member of the

Regimental shooting team and last year, during the
an:=ual Sapper Bowl shooting competitions, led the
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British Sergeants' Mess team to a thrilling victory
in the Regimental TFalling Plate Competition. This
feat did not surprise us but it did the rest of the
Regiment!

John Barrowclough(RAPC), as well as being the motor
in our Mess football team, has also represented his
Corps in Hong Kong and Terry Wick is a leading figure
in the Sek Kong based Parachute and Free Fall Club.

Bill Billinghurst is building a swimiing pool at
Casino in between arranging even more football matches
with any unfortunate who crosses his path so we do

not see much of him, I'm not sure why British messes
and family clubs play so much football in this climate
but we seem to be continually running ourselves silly
at home and away. The lMess has never been unahle

to field a team at Soccer, Basketball, Volleyball,etc,
etce.o with a fair amount of success. And games with
the splendid San Miguel Brewery are always a pleasant
diversionesecsee

Tom Langridge, having passed his Gurkhali course- the
first BOR to have taken such a course(the majority

of it in his own time) for a long time, took off in
March for a trek round Nepal, He returned looking
very Yeti-like and has been entertaining all and

sundry with his excellent colour slides and Gurkhali
comientary ever since, At present he is at Ocean
Park with all his plant boys trying to beat the weather
and get the joh done by yesterday.

In addition to a list of those 'recently departed'
in the Regimental Newsletter, the following are going
soon: Bill Billinghurst to Ulster shortly; Chris
Collingwood (REME) to another Sapper unit, 59 Cdo;
Derrick Sidaway is also going within the next few
months and, finally, Tom Langridge and mysclf leave
in Jan 77. A1l good thingSesecesossas !

VAT AIR A AT
1{/&1& /\}\.IL
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THE GURKHA ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION
TIST OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
AUGUST 1976

Associate Membership Secretary:

Mr DV Hindle
115, Graham Gardens
LUTON Beds.

Name & Rank etc Service Address
Aitken J Trade Instr 170 Clotherholme
Sgt 70 Sgn Park
1967-70 Ripon, Yorks
OR
¢/o Arthur
4% Longate
Petersfield
Aberdeenshire
Brooks R Plant Ftr c/o 19 Marlowe St
Sgt(Retd 73) 67 San Westcott
1972-73 Hull Yorks
Briggs C RQMS RHQ 32 Engr Regt
Wwo2 1973-76
Bringhurst WB Cpl P&P Instr The Gurkha Engineers
Ssgt 70 Sagn BI'PO 1
1970=-71 OR
C of W(C) 8 Regent Street
67 Sqn Edinburgh 15
1973-
Butt JB Plant Instr 36 Engr Regt
Sgt 70 San Invicta Park
1966-68 Maidstone Kent
OR
55 Culliford Way
Littlemoor

Weymouth Dorset
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Clubley BP
Ssgt(Retd 69)

Clark AO
wOo1 -

Clarke GWJ
Sgt

Cross CC
Ssgt(Retd 70)

Clifton TD
Ssgt

Ellis J
W01 (Retd)

Field BD
WO
Geany JP
W01

Gallacher B
Capt

Grimmond G
W02 (Retd 71)

MPF 67 Sqn
1961-67

QMSI Sigs
Wpon Trg Instr
1967-69

P&PF Instr
70 Sqn (Cpl)
1964-66

MPF 69 Sqn
196466
MPF 68 Sqn
1966-69

Plant Op/Instr
70 Sgn

MPF 68 Sqn
1965-68

CofW Dharan
1963-64
QMSI Wksp
1967-69

SQMS 68 Sqn
1969-72

CofW(C) 67 Sqn
1971-74

SQMS 68 Sgn
1967-69

Queens Head Hotel
Wednesday Market
Beverley E Yorks

50 Greentrees Cres
Lancing
Sompting Sx

40 Army Sp Regt RE
BFPO 34

OR

14 Newlands Drive
Ripon Yorks HG4 2GY

'Dashera't
Portsmouth Rd
Lowford Bursledon
Nr Soton Hants

62(NE) Sp San
Cyprus

OR

28 Rochester Rd
Southsea Hants

27 8t Josephs Close
Kettering Northants

65 Corps Sp San
BFPO 31

522 STRE(BAOR Det)
BFPO 34

45 Fd Sp Sqn
BFPO 48

Resc Sgt 70 Sqn 7 Tulloch Square

1962-65
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Hammet FJ
WO01(Retd 68)
BEM

Harding DH
Ssgt

Harris KT
wo2

Hindle DVP
WO1(Retd 71)

Holder NG
Ssgt

Howard AE

Jones WJM
vOo1(Retd 71)
MSM

SQMS 67 San
195864

MPF 67 Sqn
1968-71

Wksp Sgt
67 Sqn
1962-64

MPF
70 Sgn
196470

SQMS .70 Sgn
1962-67

Spr 410 Plant
Tp 1956-57
Stoes Cpl EIC
1961-62

ROMS 70 San/

Sk Sqn 1970=-72

MT Ssgt 69 Sqn

1960-63
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8 St Michaels Close
Clyst Honiton

Devon #X5 2ND
Lo Army Sp Regt
BFPO 34

OR

¢/o 74 New Rd
Minster Sheppey Kt

Area Wks Office DOE
¢/o 38(BERLIN) Sgn
BFPO 45

OR

112 Egloshayle Rd
Wadebridge Cornwall

115 Graham Gardens
Luton Beds

HQ Trg Bde RE
Minley Manor
OR

'"Norome'!

39 High St
Honeybourne
Evesham Worcs
WR11 5PQ
Depot Regt RE
Brompton Barracks
Chatham

18 VWoodland Road
Lancaster Lancs



Jones TH 68 Sqn 1950-52 163 Beechings Way
SQMS (Retd 69) SQMS Trg Sqn Gillingham Kent

1954-57
Jones WR SQMS 67 Sqn 22 The Promenade
WO1 (Retd 68) 1954-58 Withernsea Yorks
HU19 20P
Kelly J MPF 70 Sqgn Trg Dev Team
W01 (Ssgt)1961-64 HQ RSME
OR
6 St Lukes Way
All Hallows
Rochester Kent
Kilvert TR QMSI(FE)67 Sqgn ‘'Fourwinds'
W02 (Retd 61) 1950-52 323 Upper Shoreham Rd
MM Shoreham-by-Sea Sx
Lane B SQMS (W02) Lo Army Sp Regt RE
Wo1 67 Sqn BFPO 34
OR
14 Bradshaw Lane
Grappenhall
Warrington Lancs
Langridge TP MPF 68 Sqn The Gurkha Engineers
(Now HQ Sqn) BFPO 1
1974 -
MacDonald RJ QMSI Sigs 36 Millstrood R4
W01 (Retd-75) 1973 Whitstable Kent
CTS 1QF
Tel: Whitstable 262766(Home) Chartham 382 ext 373(0Office)
Mec Kie JA QMSI Sigs 70 Sqn VWks Study Team
WO 1969~70 HQ 1(BR)Corps
QMSI Sigs 67 Sqn
1970-72
McGowan J SOMS 68 Sgn 54 Percy st
W02 (Retd-69) 1964-65 Hartlepool Co Durham
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Mitchell-Gears M
W02 (Retd=-68)
MBE

Palmer C
wo2

Parsons HM
Ssgt(Retd-70)
BEM

Pettitt BG
W02 (Retd-68)

Pilgrim GC
wo2

Place dJM
Ssgt(Retd-75)

Plum JR
W02
Quirk FM
wo2
Reast FP
Ssgt

Wksp Instr ETC
SQMS 67 Sqgn

Cpl Instr 70
Sqn 1962-66

MT Sgt 67 Sqn
1955-58

SQMS RHQ
1964-67

MT Sgt 67 Sgn
1959-63

RQMS RHQ
1970-73

Plant Ftr 68
Sqn 1965-68

MT Sgt 69 Sqn
1966-68

Cpl 70 Sqn
1962-64
MPF Dharan
1970

54 Sqn
1970=72

MPF 68 Sqgn
1972-74
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37b Leckhampton R4
Cheltenham Glos
GL58 OBD

TTG RSME

50 Bellog R4
Wickbourne
Littlehampton Sx
BN17 7EZ

51 Langney Rd
Eastbourne Sx

22 Engr Regt
Tidworth Hants

24 Holland Park

Barto-u-Needwood
Burton-on-Trent

Staffs

26 Engr Regt

BFPO 24

OR

27 Mayo Rd
Shipston-on-Stour
Warwicks

256 MCPG (RE)

66 Plant Sqn RE



Richards WE
WO2(Retd-65)

Riley PJD
Wwo2

Standish GS
Wwo2

Steer WJ
wo2

Truran BA
Wo2

Walker CN
W02 (Retd-57)

Westrup JE
Ssgt

Winship D
Ssgt

MT Sgt 67 Sqn

1950=55
SQMS 68 Sqn
1957-63%

QMST RHQ
1973-76

SQMS 67 San
1971-7k

CofW(C) 67 Sqn

1969-71

70 Sgn
1964-67

SQMS 67 Sqn
1948=-51

Cpl 70 Sagn
1963-65

CofW(C) 68 Sqgn

1971-73
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Ashurst Lodge
Lyndhurst Rd
Ashurst
Southampton
SOk 244

Central Engr_ Park
Long Marston

Jnr Ldrs Regt RE
Dover

OR

35 Gillam Street
Rainbow Hill
Worces

Trg Dev Team
RSME

40 Army Sp Regt RE
BFPO 3k

9 Hunters Way
Gillingham Kent
ME7 3BS

Jnr Ldrs Regt RE
Dover

OR

Pond House

Curlew Crescent
Kelsale

Saxmundham Suffolk

62 CRE(Constr)
Barton Stacey



REME

Adams ST
Sgt

Cramp ~ RAC
Sgt .

RAPC

Handysides R
Ssgt

Hellier LF
Ssgt

Phillips A
Sgt

Sloat WJ
Sgt

Barrowclough J
Sgt

68 Sqn
1968-72

70 Sgn
1969-70

RHQ
1973-76

68 San
1967-69

67 Sqn
1972-74

68 Sqn
1871-73

67 Sqn
1974~
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1 Tpt Sqn Wksp REME
Roman Way Camp
Colchéster Essex

OR

28 Light Acre Lane
Montgomery Estate
Colchester Essex

L4 Div Regt Wksp RCT
BFPO 34

OR

26 Queens Ferry Pde
Leicester

24 Airptbl Bde & S
Sigs Sqn

57 Branson Rd
Bordon Hants

1 Regt RMP
BFPO 801

8 Norwich Close
Strood Kent

The Gurkha Engrs
BFPO 1



STOP PRESS

Charles and Roma Spottiswoode have now moved house
and Charles actually leaves the Army on 15 October,
Their new address is:

South Cottage
Goodshill
Tenterden Kent

Tel: 058 06 3047

John and Fee Knowles, who are expecting their first
child in October, are off to BAOR next February.
John is going to command 16 Fd Sgn in Osnabruck
(BFPO 36)

Richard and Val Marriott are another couple who are
expecting a 'happy event' soon. Val's third child
is due at the end of the year,

Leo and Rachel Gatfield are at their house in Kent.
Leo's huge steel hulled boat is still being worked

on at the bottom of the garden in preparation for
that retirement World cruise. Tim, now commissioned
and still at Sandhurst, is hoping to beaccepted into
the Staffordshire Regiment, Leo himself is still

at RARDE having joined the opposition after leaving
AWRE!

-X=X=X=-X~-

Finally, spare a thought for the Regiment.from brown
drought-afflicted Britain. Hong Kong has just had
its heaviest rainfall for 50 years - 16 inches in
just & days!
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