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Editorial

Unless the US Cavalry gallop over the hill at
the 11th hour this newsletter will be the first to
be published without the heart of the matter - the
Regimental Newsletter., Every publication has its
deadlines, (Memo to aspiring young Commandants,
Give the Head Clerk the keys of your office so that
he can lock you in until you have written your piece).
I am, however, indebted to the Regimental Education
Wing for extracts from 2 editions of their excellent
'QGE News' to give us a few stop press items from
Hong Kong,

We are also indebted to the RSME for the use
of thelr reproduction facilities and I had hoped to
include illustrations in this edition, The presses
can handle line drawings and good contract black and
white photographs, Do we have any aspiring artists/
cartoonists or David Bailey's? I really feel that this
is an opportunity to give our newsletter added life and
enjoyment but, like all magazines, we need your
artistic contributions to achieve our ambitions,

Whilst on the subject of publication I would
explain that the change in colour of our cover is
solely due to the availability of materials and
anyway is still appropriate,

And finelly an exciting idea to contemplate - a
Regimental Reunion in Hong Kong for Dashera 1979,
It would involve a charter flight arrangement from
UK and some clever bandobast on the L of C to get
available buros from Nepal, MNething firm at the
moment, but keep your bank manager sweet and your.
diary clegr,



Gleanings from QGE News

Edition 11 17 February 1978

Congratulations to W02 Manikumar Prodhan on his
promotion to Lt(QG0) and to the 28 Training Party, who
on completing their 'tools and spanners' training have
become full Sappers of the Queen's Gurkha Engineers,

HHe K Ho IR K HH W R KA KRS

Football results NEPAL CUP QGE - 2 7 GR - 1
(Dambar 2)

MAJOR UNITS LEAGUE

1/2 GR - 2 QGE - 1
(Kulvahadur)

KK KA HHH R R KHKHRH KKK
NEVS OF THZ TROOPS - 68 SQN

A project which started a few weeks ago, on the
island of KAT O CHAU, is likely to keep the whole 3quadror
bugy until May-June 1979, The project is to build a
complete complex of accommodation and services for an
infantry company HQ, an infantry platoon, and a detachment
of the RIKP - a total of over 50 men,

The project started with the surveyors and
draughtamen going out on site for the initial recce,
and the design is now being prepared in HQ Sgn. A%
the beginning of this week 20 men moved out o Kat 0 Chau
to erect the tented camp which the Squadron will occupy
while the project is underway, A D4 has been dismantled
and flown out to the islarnd by Wessex helicopters, and
will be re-assembled by the fitters who are alrsady on
Kat O Chau,



NEWS OF THE TROOPS - 68 SQN (CONTD)

The work will then start seriously on 1st March, with
most of the Squadron living on the island for 2 or 3 weeks
at a time, before returning to Bowring for a short period
of R+R, The task involves building 2 two-storey accommo-
dation blocks, and an additional one-storey block for
the RHKP detachment, There will also have to be a jetty
and slipway for access, roads arourd the site, plus water,
electricity, drainage and telephone facilities.

All in all, this is the largest project the Regiment
has undertaken in many years, bigger than the projects at
Man Kam To or Sandy Ridge. Capt Brannam, the project
officer, hopes that it will be finished in 15 months,
with a 3 month break this year for Regimental re-training,
Capt Bramam is organising the Squadron into "teams" for
this project, rather than troops, so that all the brick-
layers will work together, all the carpenters, and so on,

There will be a few men remaining behind in Bowring
Camp and SHQ, but we're not sure at this stage who will
be playing the Sgn football team each Wednesday!

~ We hope to bring you progress reports of this
project from time to time in QGE News,

I RHMERHERHNN
AWFULLY GOOD

OVERHEAD at the theatre ticket counter in a London
hotel: "I may just be able to get you a couple of seats,
madam, but it's an extremely popular show - there's
something in it to disgust everyone,"

FLY ANSWER

A READER reports she had the following letter from
local travel agency: "Dear Sir, We regret to inform
you that all the seats on the charter flight you
mention have already beaen bovked, However, we will le®
you know if anyome falls out, as often happena,™
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Edition 12 2 March 1978

More congratulations this week:

S3gt & lMrs Ranbahadur Burathoki, 68 Sgn, on the birth
of their son on 1st March, "DHILO HOS CHHORA HOS",

SSgt Lakpatshering Bhotia, 68 Sqn, whose promotion
to W02 is announced today, He will become ORQMS in
RHQ later this month, to replace Lt (QGC) Manikumar
Pradhan, 'Q' Lakpa will be replaced in 63 Sqn by
Sgt Lakshmi when he returns from leave,

Capt Tugzzey wishes to point out that there is no
truth in the rumour that he is posted to N, Ireland,
and that the Pipes and Drums are organising a
collection to buy him out!

(He insists that he's happy in the Army!)

Q Wick has taken over as S3¥ of HQ Sgn but will
continue to work as QISI Cbt Engrs in Trg Wing
until hisg replacement arrives in Auzust,

Capt Peebles is now out of hospital after his
cartilege operation and is reduced to 1 crutch)]
He hopes to return to work next weeik,

"aEINE KHUTTA BALTYO RAHANU HOSM

Q Jahansing has returned from leave and is now taking
over as SJIS 68 Sgn - Q Day leaves at the beginnuing
of May to work with the TAVR-in Swansea (yet another
country which we can add to the distribution list),

FREREHRENR FEERRREEHHRE

Zoo officials trying to relieve boredom amoung gorillas
at Frankfurt, West Germany, wondered if TV would help,
It did, the Gorillas' favourite programmes were romanti
old films, weight lifting, motor racing, and anything
with a pretty girl in it,

- 4 -



NEWS FROM DHARAN

Dharan Recuiting 1978 = By ex SSgt Bombahadur Gurung
QGE (21139636)

Recruiting is finished here now and you will
probably like to know which members of the Regt had
sons and brothers enlisted,

Firstly, watch out for old ghosts. The following
sons are now enlisted and are coming to join their
father's Regiment,

21162108 Spr Lokraj, son of ex 21132832 Cpl
Phattebahadur Rai QGE,

21162118 Spr Gangabahadur, son of Fon Capt

Kalusing Limbu QGE,

21162262 Spr Shivakumar, son of Capt (QGO)

Rate Limbu QGE,

You should also recognise the following brothers
when you see them in QGE uniforms,

21162103 Spr Durgadhan, younger brother of
21161745 Spr Tilokbahadur Rai QGE,
21162102 Spr Balkumar, younger brother of
21158017 LCpl Harkabahadur Rai QGE,

FeR 0 H AR AR A
SPORTS PAGE
MAJOR UNITS LEAGUE

P W D L F A Pts
. 775 5355 -9 7%
QGE 8 7 0 1 24 -6 14
1/2 GR 9 7 0 2 36 -11 14
e 15 1 5 22 =25 11
Qs 8 3 1 4 18 =22 7T
2/2 GR 0 1 1 8 15 -38 3
GTR 11 0 1 10 5 -44 1

1
1
]



SPORTS PAGE (GONTD)

ZONE 2 LEAGUE TABLE

P ¥ D L E & Pts
67 SQN 12 9 1 2 41 -20 19
TDBG 1M1 9 1 1 35 =11 19
GFF 13 9 1 3 38-20 19
RAF 9 7 0 2 27- 7 14
68 SQN 12 6 2 4 31 -23 14
MUSK 13 4 1 8 24 -39 9
11 FLT AAC 12 3 1 8 17 -4 7
HQ QGE 13 2 2 9 15 - 37 6
HKDC 13 0 1 12 9 - 36 1

Lk 0 S R e e

NEWS FROM EAST NEPAL

by Maj J C GETLEY RE

The East West Highway of Nepal now links Kakarvita
on the eastern border of the country, below Darjeeling,
through the Terai first to Hetauda on the Kathmandu road,
‘then on to Butwal close by Paklihawa, and so on to
Nepalgunj and beyond, As the last black top is layed
and the last big bridge contract is let, the next range
of road building is underway. The East West Highway
has been connected to Ilam by the British/Nepali Road
Construction Training Unit and this road is now being
extended to Phidim, The DOE are building the Dharan
to Dhankuta road, The Japanese are suveying a road to
join the Terai to Ramechhap and the Swiss are building
another to join the Kathmandu to Tibet road east to
Jiri, The Government is negotiatinz with India for
funds to extend the Jiri road to Fhidir and (with
China to extend the Kathmandn to Pokhars road to

-6 -



= T e e T : A 7, -
TS 0l EaST FEPAL (COID)

Surkhet) *hese form the eastern part of the Mid Hills
Highway,

As is to be expected many retired Gurkha Engineers
are finding a satisfactory second career as Civil
Engineers, Some of the earlier Rast West Highwaymen
have now found more sedentary jobs., Capt (QG0)
Jagatram Thapa, a supervisor of camp and road work
vrevicusly, heving fimished educating his ckildren hag
retired to his home ir. the hills, Capt (qG0) Sase
Thapa and Lt({G0) Ganesh Thapa have Clerk of Works
jobs with ODM at Pakribas Agricultural Farm. Both
had been road supervisors for DOE on the East West
Highway and the forner had also spent a ysar with the
Ttelian - Thai project onr the same road, Capt (QGO)
Thatebahacur Thepa, who had been a surfacing super- -
visor, has set himself up in Butwal as a culvert
contractor to local Government and Capt (QGO)
Krighnabahadur Tanang, who had been with him, is
now a Canadian Civil Servant building bridges and
water supply projects for the Cedar project in Bast
Kepal,

However the current big project is in Dharan, From
here the DOE, with £15 million of British Aid is
building 52 kms of macadam road to reach the hill town
of Dhankuta in 5 years' time, Amongst the 6C00 people
employed on the task Capt (QGO) Dhane Guring leads
our ex-servicemen, He left 70 Sgn in May 1970 and
the same month obtained an EM Tech I job with DOE
on the East West Highway. He stayed with them for
gix years until the project was complete. Two days
after leaving he landed an identical job with the
Italian - Thai road project where he stayed for
a further year and from whence he was again summoned
by DOE who had arrived in Dharan, He is now the EM
& B Tech I supervisor with responsibility for all the
plant and generating equipment on this road. A great
job but it is not an eagy life., His wife is in
Bhairawa in a rented house seeing to the education
of his five daughters aged five to fifteen and one
gon of eight, 4ll, but the youngest attend Paklihawa

=@



NEWS FROM EAST NEPAL (CONTD)

High School, His family has not split yet and the hill
farm is run by the eldest brother Captain(QG0) Shaumsher
Gurung retired from 1/2 GR, Dhane Sahib has built up
a section of operators from those trained in Xluang,
His number two is 21151190 Opl Jitbahadur Rai 68 Sqn,
who cut his teeth as a tractor driver with Duncan Morris
on the Ilam road. 21150080 LCpl Kulprasad Limbu 67 and
69 Sgn is his back loader operator and 21154351 Cpl
Damardhoj Iimbu 68 Sqn the D7 operator. Our veteran
is 21136791 SSgt Jogmani Rai 67 Sqn the grader operatoxr
and most recent recruit 21154362 Cpl lahabir Limbu

69 and 67 Sgn the plant fitter who still looks like &
soldiexr, ,

Another section, the road suvervisors, is led by
SSgt Nandaparsad Thapa of 67 and 48 Sgn. He joined the
DOE in Dec 69 on Zast Test Highway project as 2 3 & CR
Tech I and was promoted to Asst Labour Officer fur the
last 2 years, He rejoined DOE and the Dharan road in
April 1977 again as B & CZ Tech I road supervisor with
particular reponsgibility for checking the Contractors
work on culverts, masorry walls ang gabion work, He =
too has two daughters and an infant son in Bhairawa
and a section of our old and bold to help him in his
work, SS5gt Hiralal Thapa 67 Sgn, who had beeh the
blasting supervisor on the East West Highway, is
back as a B & CE Tech II, an overscsr of contractors
to the unitiated, and SSgt Nandalal Ale 68 ana 70 Sqn,
at one time Clerk of Works at Pakhribas Agricul tural
Centre, has Joined the team as Site Clerk Grade II,

<,

Going on up the road you will find Sgt Parbliioun
Rai 68 Sqn, who as C & J Grade II has a hand in
building a temporary camnp on the Tamur River, with
the grandest bar in all Nepal, 21151130 Spr Lokbahzdyr
Rai works in the same camp as the Plumber and Pipe~
fitter. A4lso Sgt Sarke Tamaag cooks for the 3ritish
here. Lastly 21145308 Spr Chandrasing Thapa'is the
landrover driver, He joined DOE is 1968 and is still

with them, I any reader is visiting Dharan canton-
ment Chandrasing is in the canteen collscting the bread

each evening and would like a chat 2bout old tites,
Tho wouldat £7
= gel =



TEE GUEEK'S GURKHA SRGIFDERS aSSOCIATION _

JT/UZES OF TAE 20TE AN.UAL JESERAL MEETING HELD AT THE
ARMY a4iT XaVY CLUB, ST JAMES'S SQUARE AT 4.00 PW ON
FRIDAY 11 NOVEMBER 1977

1. THCSE PHESENT

lieutenant General Sir Hugh Cunningham KBE -

} President
hiajor General L E C ki Perowne CB CE&
Colonel i J A Camppell WEe MC -

- Chairman
Colonel 1A dicketts
Colonel AN Clarke
Lieutenant Colonel J Speight
Lieutenant Jolonel J Thornber
Lieutenant Colonel T C #ihi te
Lieutenant Colonel ¥ J F  Stephens
Lieutenant Colonel J H - Edwards
Lieutenant Colonel I C Slater OBz
Lieutenant Colonel G G Roach
Major D kMoorcroft
Hajor J S Hobbs MBR
Major PJ #Worthington
Major. - C Spottiswoode
Major T Kerr
Lieutenant Colonel J

E Kitching - Secretary

Apologies were received from Brigadier Armstrong,
Colonel Thomas, Lieutenant Colonel Harwvey, Major Cronk,
Captain Baker and Captain Knowles,

2. POINTS ARISING, Acceptance of the minutes of

the previous AGHM held on 22 October 1976 was proposed
by Charles Spottiswoode and seconded by Tony Ricketts,
There were no nmatters arising from the Previous minutes,

3, CHATIRMAN'g STATEMENT

- a»  Committee changeg

(1) The Editorship of the Newsletter had
transferred from Mike Gaffney to Charles
Spottiswoode, whose first edition appeared
in September,

- O 4



3. CHATRMAN's STATEMENT (CONID)

e

a, Commi ttee changes

(2) Nick Tomlinson is appointed GELO in
succession to John Baker next January,

(3) A4 vots of thanks to Mike Gaffney and
John Baker for their services to the Assoc-
iation was proposed by Ian Slater and seconded
by Gil Hoach

b,  Entertainments. The Chairman ran through
the past year's functions including:-

(1) The visit of Gurkhas to Paris at Easter,
arranged by John Baker,

(2) The Minley Party on 27 May arranged by
Dermot Stacke, About 60 people attended,

(3) The Daghera Party at Chathan on

15 October, This was run in conjunction
with a Buffet Supper for Associate Members
on the 14th, The Supper drew 36 associate
members from as far away as Devon and Perth,
and the Dasghera Party about 30,

(4) Tnere was no support Jor a table at the
Corps Dinner, There was some discussion over
the quality of the Corps Dinner and members

indicated they found it expensive and dreary.

4, FINANCES, AF W 1514 vwas available at the nzeting
and a copy is attached to these minutes, The Treasurer
indicated that expenses in the coning year wmight ba
higher as postaze and GBi Tees have incresased, The
Associagtion will also be contributing to two regimental
portraits, those of the new Colonel and QG00, but the
size of the contribution has yet to be decided, The
cost of each portrait was likely to be £250, The notion
to accept the accounts was proposed by Tan Slater and
seconded. by John Edwards.

5 M) 8



s CHANGE OF NAliE, The Fresident suggested that,

now thet the Regiment had a royal title, the Association
should become "The Queen's Gurkha Engineer Association',
This involved amending Rule 1 of the Rules of the
Assocation and as requived by Rule 12, notice of
intention to change a rule has been published in the
Newsletter in September, The change of name was
proposed by Terry White, seconded by Gil Roach and
aprroved by the meeting,

6. IFUTURS ENTERTAIL IGEHTS, The meeting agreed the
Tfollowing suguestions: .

a. 4 GOR outing ir the Spring.

b, A mixed party at Minley on 2 May 1978,
The GBA reunion at Sandhurst will be on the
13 HMay.

c, There should be a Shooting Party if at all
pogsible,

d,  There would be no table at the Corps dinner,

e, . There would be a Dashera Party at Chatham
on 7 October 1973,

f. The meeting took note that the Associate
lfembers hoped to hold a Ladies Might at Chatham

in late March and a Supper Party similar to 1977's
at the Dashera Weekend,

8.  The AGM would be in London on Friday
10 November 1978,

Te ANY OTHZR BUSINESS, John Speight showed some
slides of recent projects undertaken by the Regiment,
He also announced that the Regimental Cap Badge was
not to be changed following the Granting of the royal
title,

8a There being no other business the meeting closed
at 1700 hours,

- 1 =



THE GURKHA MUSEUM

by

Lt Col M P Dewing (Retd) Curator

By the time your readers find an .opportunity to
peruse through this article, the Gurkha ifuseum will have
been in existence for glmost four years.,

It is a comforting thought that each one of these yearsg
has been better than the last, not only in terms of
interest in the Museum, but also from a financial
standpoint,

Our name spreads and while perhaps we do not
necessarily get inundated with visitors, letters to
the Curater come from all parts of the world, 4nd it
is also with a certain amount of personal satisfaction
-that one hears from places like the National Army
Museum and others seeking information,

Make no mistake, - in the world of service
Museums - of which there are now almost one hundred
and forty - this Museum has made its mark.

1977 has been an interesting and fruitful year.
For the first time we were present at the Aldershot
Army Show in June, a four day affair visited by well
- over 100,000 people. Part of a bigger display with
three other Service Museums, we certainly had our full
quota of vigitors. The hours were long and tiring ad
one tended to stand around looking foolish, having
foolish questions asked of the Gurkhas but trying to
give sensible answers, The interest shown was, however,
remarkable and I can but believe that nothinz but z00d
came from it, )

Then there are the historical connections, The
great grand-daughter of Lieut {later Colonel) Young
who raised the Sirmoor Battalion in 1815 came to0 seas
me, wondering whether the Museum might be interestad
in some items she had, Also, a descendant of a
Captain Codrington, who comnanded the specially

- 12 -



THE CURKEA MUSEUM (CONTD)

raised Gurkha Infantry being part of Shah Shujah's
Contingent for the 1st Afghan War of 1339, A dis-
astrous war but one on which a history is hopefully
to be published, being dedicated to 'The Gurkhas
and their officers who served with them!

A mumber of interesting accessions have been
added to our collection, 4Among these can be found

Kukri belonging :o Maharaja Jungbahadur
Carried at the siege of Lucknow 1848,

Officers scarlet jacket 10th (Madras)
Regiment ¢ 1860 (later 10 GR).

GORs Dark Green Tunic of 43rd Light Infantry
c 1890 (later 8 GR),

4 'mmber of sketches of Gurkhas by Lt Col
‘Borrowman,

Medals of Subedar Major Dhanbahadur Rana
4/1 GR '

Pipe Banner - Lt Col Fraeme - 2/1 GR,

Medals of Lieut Colonel C W Yeates DSO late
8 GR,

Tenor Drum 1/9 Gurkha Rifles 1896,

Our collection of Albums has now reached fifty
and much interest is shown by those who find time to
look through them, More are required,

I said earlier our finances are sound, 3But that
does not mean we have enough! Should you feel in a
generous mood, why not become a Friend., Application
Forms can be had from HQ Brigade of Gurkhas or from
The Gurkha Museum,

He IR R



_Edjitors Note

Col 'Jumbo' Thomas is our represen:cative on the
Museum Committee and would like as nmany QGE as possible
Yo become 'friends of the museum', No standard sub-
‘seription, .but a 7 year covenant at £1 per year would

be ugeful,

. Why not pay a visit when you are in the area?
Our own emtries are glim at the moment and we need
more, showing our role and battle honours e.g,

Tai Lam and the bar of the Peninsular Hotel, (I quote!)

WA RN R B

A MODERN CANTEREURY TALE

(Bditor. This item has been talen direct fro= 20T Ve,

— v

without permission, Our apologies 4 fhe

Vaa'Z

Education Wing, but congratulaicnz loo,
we look forward to more tales?,

THE ENMCINESRS TALE (PART 1)

This is a storie, as ye may well know,
About a Bungalowe, all nete and whi te;
And how it caused pain and woe enow

And putte many men in dredful frighte
Ere it was made a fair and pretie sight,

For that this tale I wolle now ye tell,
Take well youre ease, and hearken now right well,

This storie ganne whan the CEF

Pul jealouslie did see the Governour
Could privilie retreate when he lief

To Fanling Lodge, by car an hour, nomoore,

Forhye the Generalle did feel ful sore,
“Thisg will not do, "he said, so forcefulie
That measures soon were tak'n right speedilie,

- 14 =
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THE ENCINE TALE (PART CONTD

So firgt to find a site was the task

To please both himme and his ladye wife,

Which you could hardlye saye was much to ask,
Long Harbour, where the people were not rife,
Was chosen, and 'twas charmynge, on my life,
4And so 'twas built, this pretie littel houge, -
You'd hardlye thinke there could be a grouse,

But soone the order came, both loude and cleare,
Directed to the Gurkha Enginecrs,

Right welle must they work and with good cheer,
Bo that they did not fall into arrears,

To build a fence of white rails, and some piers
So that the boate coulde call in thi ther

Whan that the General hied hirmme thither,

This was not all, as I may well you telle,

For eek some concrete round the house sholde go;
A water-tank, and boate house as well,

And if so'ere a boat sholde be too slowe,

A heli-pad, -~ the orders come pelle-melle,

So did the Engineers pay ful heed

and hasted to their planning with al speed,

End of Part 1

i

THE ENGINEERS TALE (PART 2)

So did they work to accomplisshe all these tasks
And piece-miele to set the place to rights.

The Generalle geems pPleased, until he asks

One further thinge, - if so be they might

ljak hym a boat house, near for hym to alight
Close to the house, which will clearly mean
Cutting a vital wall out, as was geen,



THE ENCIMEERS TALE (2ART 2) (CONID)

The officer then with worrie did he frown;
111 do it for you, Sir, if so you wisshe,
But if I do your house will falle downl!"
Which bravely said, the officer did vanish
is speedily as he could well accomplishe,
Then did the General looke unhappilie,

Fut took the good advice, willy nilly,

Then did bifzl a truly dredful day

Whan that the pier, all in a great mistake
Was taken down and moved far away,

Leaving before the bungalow naught but a lake
With nowhereffit to lande, by my sake;

And it is nat no joke, as you wille bette,
“han Generalles do get their feete wette,

edalesse to say, the CBF that day

Did wventure out to see hig house.progresse,
and O what ire and wrath, alack, adaye,

Whan he 4id see it alle in a ness,

"I = appalled!™ he said, nomoore, nolesse -
This put the Engineeres in such gquake

That every means they soghte amendes to make,

"See that it's done!" their master saide, and went
Far off on holiday, leaving all behind,

But eek his invitations he had sent

For opening his house two weeks hench -

Which meant complecioun of slipway, fence,

Cf pier and muche elg besides with speed -

So follow close my tale and take heed, '

End of Part 2
AR N H IR RRER

Part 3 next time?
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The Britain-Nepal Sociefy

The Britain-Nepal Society was mentioned briefly
in our last newsletter and since then there has been
direct contact with the Society with the result that
we now have much more information on their aims and
activities. Reproduced below is a precis of these
aims, part of their March 1978 Newsletter and an extract
from a speech by The Nepalese Ambassador to the society
which will interest those who have taken an interest
in the Nepalese govermmental systen,

BRITAIN-NEPAL SOCIETY

Patron: H.R.H. PRINCE GYANENDRA OF NEPAL
President: Mr A, R, H, KELLAS, CMG

Our aim is to promote and foster cood relations
betweszn the peoples of the United Xingdom and Hejpal,

The Society was founded in 1960, unier the patronage
of His late Majesty King Juaqe:HT“ Rir Bikram Shah Teva
of Nepal during his State Vigit to London; Lord Hunt
became the first Pregident,

British and Nepalese s:bjects, =nd buasiness Tiras
0r corporate bodies ]"edﬂej‘t in Britain or Nepal are
eligible for membership,

Kembers include servin; and retired Gurkhas,
mountainsers, schooliiasters, meubers of the Diplomatic

5

Service, doctors, murses and businaessnen,

s‘v’,

Ordinary members pay a subacriptios of £2 Per Aamun,
Life members - a sia

The "Yetis" - Illepalese Smde’-'lts in Britain re
honorary membsrs i United Kingdom,

Our streungth



- 346
Life llembers - 126
Corporate Mambers - 5
Honorary .lanbers - 8
Yetis - 65

The Bociety's prosramne includes:

Vonthly lecture meetings and films from
October to May, 4An 1G5 in Yovember, an
annual supper pardty in Februery, and an
oubting in August to a place of interest -
this year Cowdray Park,

We keep in touch with the Nepal-Britain Society in
Kathmandu which the late H,H, Field ¥arghal Sir Kei ser,
a Life Hember of cur Society, founded shortly hefore
hic death,

The Britain-Tepal Society is unique in that although
we do not have a very large memoership there is tremend-
ous enthusiasm for Yepal; our meetings, which are
usually attendad by about 100 people each, provide an
excellent opportunity for us to get together over a
drink, 1§

The Chairman of the Committee is Paul Rroomhall and
Brigadier 4 B (Tony) Tagpart, 1€, is Vice-Chairman,
The Honorary Treasurer, Lt, Colonel H C S Gregory, OBE
CGreg'), is also editor of this Journal.

The Committee welcomes new members amongst people
with 2 gemiine interest in Nepal, The address of the
Hon Secretary is:

liss C'M Stephenson
17 Sydney House
Woodstock Read
LOLO0N, T4 1DP

- 18 =



Extract from
BRITAIN-NEPAL SOCIETY
March 1978 NEWSLETTER

1+ The final meeting of the Societ:,r's prozramme

will take place on Tuesday 23 lay 1978 at 6,15 for 6.45
at the Lecture Theatre, nens:m-..ovz Central Library,
Phillimore Walk, London W,8, Professor C, von Furar-
Haimendor? will show hig filn "“radwn Societies

in Westeérn Wepal, "

After this meeting, as is customary, the Society s
activities will go through a quiet phase until the next
programme begins in Octone

2 Surner JQuting

=

The Summer Quting, svranged mainl ¥

will take place on Saturday 12 sugust,

visit Castle Ashby, nesr Northanpion, by kind perr:

of the lurguess of Northampiton, Our lwich an? tea

- picmics will take place in %he spacious garden

house will be opened for those who wish to see round it.
Al o 1 o~

Uﬂ] PR
I should be grateful if Britigh
me by the exd of June if th
a circular about the outing.

3. Future Progranme

arranged:

The following evenings are bein

Mr K C Keymer, "Nepal of the 013 Day ;), i,,u
personal association with Jo gan 1931,

0%

Sir George X =
trelts to Nepal,

Lir Walter Birrell of the Miristry of Overse-s
Development will tell usz about British aid to
Leﬁai, '

Mr J 2 A4 Stainton will show
in Xashrir and Lahounl,

Details of these and further meetings will
follow in due course,



Extract from 3RITLIN-IEPAL SCCIETY - March 1978
Tewsletter (Cont

. liessazes
ssage on corzratulations was sent to His lajesty
n his bvirthday on 28 December, 1577,

Tlowers and 2 message of congratulations were sent
to H.R.E., The Duchess of Glcucester on the birth of trer
daughter on 1¢ lovenber 1077,

A message of congraztulation was sent to Their
Royal Highnesses Frince Gyanendra and Frincess Komal
on the birth of their davzhter on 20 February, 1578,

A message of congratulations was sent to
HRH Prirce Gyanendra on his birthday in July,

a message of sympathy was sent to our Patron,
I,H.H. Prirce Gyanendra, on the death of H.R.H, Prince

o rnr 1 e e 3 Q - 3
Bemundra in Septeznier 1977,

55 #ccorrodation in Kathmandu,

¥Mrs ambica Shrestha told us of the small hotel she
and her husband have recently opened in Kathmandu,
The manager is Ms annemarie . H Spahr, The hotel is
called Dwarika's (Kathmandu Village Hotels Pvt, Lid)
and the address is PO 3ox 459, Battisputali, Kathmanduw,
There is space for 23 guests,

6, - Johrnie Gurkhas, ~ldershod

Hembers will be interested to know that
Mr Harish B Karki has opened a restaurant serving
Nepalese food in Aldershot, The Restaurant is
called JOHKNIE GURKHAS =znd thr address is 54 Station
Road, Aldershot, Jampshire. Telephone: Aldershot.
STD 0252, MNr Harish B Karki has been a Life member of
the Society for a good nany years, '



Kl

Extrzct from Speech by My JHARENDRA NARAYAN STNGHA,

LAmbagssdor of the Kinsgdom of Nepal, to the Britain-

Nepal Society on 22 February 1978,

"Relations between Nepal and Britain have alwsys
been warm and friendly and this associaticn has heen
further cemented because of the exchange of visits by
our two Royal Pamilies, Mlnlqters, Experts and indeed,
people from all walks of life,

Perhaps,our primary comnen link is that we uare
amon the few nations irn the world which still have &
monarchy, our Royul Fanilies are admired, loved and
respected by their subjects,

However, the types of Government in our respeciive
countries differ consicderably., Yours is a multi-party
parlianentary systen wirich has evolved over the
centuries with the Queen a2s th. constitutional head,
while ours is a parityless Panchayat Syeatem with ths
King, as the supreme leader, playing an active »ole
in the upliftment of the country,

We sincerely believe that this is the rig
system for our couniny because it is deuioccratic,
reflects the popular will and with the participation

f the people is alread; leading us towards a balanced
economic development,

I must say that we did try the nulti-party system
of Goverrnment, but found it unsuilable to the needs
of the people. Therefore, His llajesty The Late Kirg
Mahendra introduced the Partyless Panchayat Democratic
System,

I would like toask those people who subscribe tc
other political philosophies to go to my country and
study cbjectively our system on the spot before
criticizing it., I would also agk such ohservers to
note particularly that our system is an admixture of
tradition, customs and religions without which, we
believe, no political system can work.



While we nave faith in our Partyless Panchayat
System, we have no desire to eXport it or inflict
it upon other countries, whose systems of Goverament
we respect, e wish to be part and parcel of an inter-
national world in which, we know, we have to compete
to live in,"

The Scciety has also produced its first Journal,
a foolscap size publication containing the texts of
various talks given to the Society during the year,
including "Some Birds of the Himalayas" by
Lt ol T C nite 3E, '

36950 % K H K HR I K HHE K

Pt LY JOSSIP

liany people will have heard that Gen Sir
William Jackson has been appointed as Governor of
Gibrzltar, We all wish him and Lady Jackson well
in their new post.

lixe Stevens was looking fit but harassed as he
prepared to take over the banner in Honz Kong, where
he should by now be firmly in the saddle,
John =nd Rosie Speight will presumably be having some
well earned leave, but their future appears o be
taking them to Turkey.

P

g ULLE seems o have a good stiffeniag of QFEs.
including Dong Humphrey and zustin Thorp, austin
appezrs to be striving after the Good Life, with
garden and allotment well under way., With this, plus
fishing zzd sguash he should keep fit, Jennie sounds
she has her hands full with two lively
children, She reports that they met the Chegshyres
in Ga-berlsr and Bruala has a job at the Ifarsden
convalescant nospital,




FAMILY GOSSIE (CCNTD)

Des and Marijorie Quirke are living in their own
house in York, Y“broke but 'appy"! Des is AQIG Forth
East District and Marjorie 1s 'into' antique silver
and reports that buying and selling knocks teaching
intoc a cocked hat,

John and Tricia Getley are staying on at Dharan
until March 1979 so we can look forward to a few more
editions of 'News from Hast Nepal'. Their eldest son
goes to Fettes this autumn and they hope to be home
for a short leave in the summer,

George Thompson retired in February and at
the last report was not quite sure what he wanted
to do "other than walk the dog along the beach,
kicking pieces of driftwood".

Dermot and Mary Stack had a daughter (Cazillia)
in Octoher and are living in their own house at
Prisnley., Dermot is on the Staff College course but
doing a colloquial German course in lieu of the
Div III part at Shrivenhar - an eXperimental
innovation, He finds Gurkhali and German eazily
mixed, but unintelligitle to opposing parties,

He has faced his 0ld. frierds Dou. and dustin on the
hockey pitch on occasions, (Do hockey players
never give up?)

John Parfect writes from his new address in
York that his eldest daughter ("conceived in Malaya
1950%) has recently given them their first grandson.
Daughter No,3 married in October 1977 and daughter
No,2 is working irn Mexico City as a teacher.

John Edwards is to be Defence Attache in
Khatmandu, a post he is much looking forward to.
Wendy may be glad to exchanze DOE window changing
contractors at Chattenden for the exenplary service
of DCRE Nepal., QGE representation in Nepal grows
and grows,




FAVILY GOSSIP (CONTD)

For those whose memories go back to the very early
days of the Hegiment may remember Peter McMaster and
Hark Ingram, Peter turned to Survey and finally changed
his SD hat for a bowler, After many years 'in the field!
he now works in the huge new Ordnance Survey HQ outside
Southampton in charge of their drawing office - no
light task this with 1100 draughtsmen at his beck and
call, Kathy and Peter live in a new house on the
outskirts of Winchester where their eldest son was
one of the first day boys at the college and is now at
wiiversity studying Law,

Mark and Martha Ingram live near West Malling and
Mark has had a varied career since Hong Kong, including
& stint in Moscow (from whence he was asked to leavel)
He now works for EICC and they have three sons, the
eldest of whom, on leaving Uriversity, joined with a
friend to form The Cambrid;s Buskers - a sort of up-
market pop duo., They have appeared at suitable places
such as the Edinburgh Festival and the foyer of the
Festival Hall,

And finally your editor has settled down to civilian
life in St Leonards as an antigue dealer, finding
hinself also as local representative for the National
Association for Freedom, a Special Constable arnd gpare
tine beekesper (% share in 29 hives to date), Roma is
mirsing part-time at a local convalescent home, BRarbara
is following up her 2 year diploma course in Catering
and Hotel Management with 18 months in a hotel in
Stuttgart, and Anne sits her 'A' levels this autumn,
prior to following her mother into the nursing
profession,



ASSOCIATE MEMBERS!' NEWS

by D HINDLE

Greeting Folks,

May I take this opportunity of wishing you all a

. very happy, and I hope prosperous New Year in 1973/

1979 depending on the publishing date of this News
Letter.

In the last news letter I asked for news, changes
of address etc, etc, and must admit I was absolutely
overwhelmed by your re-action to my request.,

Both letters I will cherish forever, I will
not name names in case the writers are black listed,
how this job never drove my predecessor Col Gil Roach

"to drink I will never know,

It was a woman that drove me to driax, and
thinking about it now I don't believe I ever did
thank her for ix,

At the early part ¢f the vesr cne tends to
look back and indulge in what could be termad as
home spun prilosophy below I guote you a few
eXamnples: -

My Grandad said remember this lad and you will
never go wrong., "4 wet bird never fiies at nlght”
I always remembered it, but what he meant I was
never sire, (Answers on Post.Card to MASTIRIND),

Another gem ig "Life begins at forty" I answer
this with a-question "Begins to what",? 1In rassing.
I would like to comment on todays vermissivs society
and it makes me angry, Why you may well agl’, because
I missed it you fool!

By now you will be saying alter readirg so Tar
he has hopped from one point 1o another like a
kanua»oc Nlth a hernia, T:au uau to yourge Ll
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ASSOCIATE MEMBFRS' NEWS (CONTD)

humorist, poet, and State Registered Waster lead us on to
the main part of the story with a flourish,

®rry folks this is not so, I am just playing for
time and praying for ingpiration, a trait I picked up from
a little chap who used to wind up my watchj Ronnie
Corbett I think his name was, since his demob I don't
know what he does for a living.

For me the high point of 1977 was the Uctober
weekend get together at Chatham, for which I would
like to thank Tom Langridge & Co, for a first class job
of work, which I am sure all who attended will second,

1t was a delisht to see so many old faces, some
mounted on young bodies, I nmoved among the throng with
note bcok poised to get information (and any barreck
room yarns 1 hadn't heard before). 3

Jock Kilvert

A chap I had not seen for over twenty years,
explained he was involved iun design and construction of
ruoilway stations., I said that Hornby was galning
popularity again, it transpired Jock was with British
Rall, not only am I a name dropper (clangers also),

Frank Hammett

Is with the police in Ixeter (not helping with
their enqpiries).qe is a big wheel on the stores side
of things and happy with his lat..

Harry Wood

A regular attender at our functiong, tells me he is
due to leave the service February/March time, so anyone
looking for a first class Plant Man, make your affers
now, He ang Rona have brought their own. place in the
Hoo: ares;.
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS' EYS (CONT®)

Nobby Clark (SIGUALS TYPE)

Appeared to be unsbteady in gait, but not
slurred in speech, so my first impression of dear
old IHobby being stoned was completely wrong,

It wasn't until he got up to partner me in
the "Lancers" that I noticed Iobby had a dirty
great plaster cast orn one foot,

He had broken his ankle by falling down a
trench; he never did tell me if he was stoned at
the time, I doubt it, as Nobby only drinks to
celebrate things like, Coronations, Silver Jubilees,
New lloons, Gurkha, Chinese, Malay and British
festivals; oh I don't know, maybe he was stoned
at the time he fell,

SRt

Nobby Clark (BOXING TYPR)

Looked fit, well, and as lethal as ever, not
a chap to pick a fight with in a bar, He is as
stated in last issue, in Ripon finishing off his
last few months of service before joining us tax
payers.

Does anyone need a useful riddleweight
plunber?

Dave Clifton

and Ida plus family, are now well setild in
Chatham, I noticed with zreat relish that (young)
Clifton sported a grey hair or two, this gave great
delight to (old) Hindle who at last count had three,

Keep using the Greeian 2000 Dave, I have it or
the highest authority, from néne other thun izjor
Harry VC that it does the trick, Ifird you for
reasons I wont go into he doesa't have to use a
lot these days.



ASSOCIATE MIMBERS' NSHs (CONID)

Dave Elliot

Tho I had not seen since Adam was a boy showed up,
he Dot and family live in the Gillingham area.

TPete Jones.

As always showed up, this time with @ photo allbum
full of nostalgic shaps, 4 goodly hour was speil
thumbing through these, interjected with Statenents
like: - Bless my soul thats old whatshisnane with
thingsmebob who used to be in what do you call it,

Yot a dry eye in the house (this at 2 a.m, full of
beer and nostalgia).

Peul Stokes

™0 T last met in Fong Kong was present, he is &t
Chatham now, he did tell re what he was doing, 4s I took
note of it after my second shandy I couldn't decigher

uy notes on returning homie,

Terry adams

Is now in Civvy Street but still involved with the
army, he operates an inspection team from Colchester,
he covers most of Zast anglia,

Tony Good

Arrived at the do looking fit, well and rearing
to go. He is a Plant and Transport Manager for a well
known construction company which I will no% advertise
(but it's not as large aas John Lainge Construction
Company).. :

He ig at present in Nigeria, and I bet
Col Kitching has not got his address to forward his
News Letter, Anyway, Tony, thanks for the bottle of
Scotch you threw in the Kitty,
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ASSOCIATE MEMBRRS' NeWs (CONID)

Gordon Grimmond (JOCK)

Made the pilgrimage from Perth to jolr us at
Chathamn, Always cheerful, always-chubby that is
Gordon, He left a little early, but I think there
is not a shred of truth in the story it was to
collect his poppy froa tle dry cleaners,

John Place

Headed down from the Mit 1andb to attend, in
one issue I stated John was a Plant Manager with a
construction company {not as large as Laings of
course),

This was incorrvect, he is in fact a Constraction
llanuger, DBeuring ln mind my Horwuuy clanger wibi
Jock nll"“”t savlier, I never mentioned Leggo or

HMeccano I swear it.

Georye Pre.atice

Tas theve and lodking younger tha: evar {(mush
th B m i T 1o
be e monkey glands), de and Tceowel are now 1in

the Chatham Area,

Jack =llis

2

Sent apolozies for not attending, he was
up on a course (sounas Iinky to me) but theres
are, whatever turns you on I always 3ay.

o
[
@D

Bill Stzer

Also sent apologiss, it sesus 12 coulin't et z
- 94 Bus from Hong Xong to Chatham, at least n0%
without changing at Shepton Mallet or was it Bishous
Stortford?



ASSOCIATE MEMBERS' NEWS (CONID)

Bill Steer (Contd)

He sent me a great letter which in the next
issue I hope to pick out some of the high lights
for you,

The next function could well be a dinner type
dance, which at present Tom Langridge is in the
throws of jacking up., No doubt if 1t comes off you
will all receive the appropriate pro-formas to
£i11 out and return. {(14th April),

Here endeth the lesson,

¥ He HA W I I He KK Hebo I 3 N
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