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BRITAIN - NEPAL soeiﬁ‘f
l975/76 Prqgramme

Alplne CIub. Major;K.B;S Kent will glve an
illustrated. talkionExpedition Pldihning i Nepdl.

Royal Overseas .League.,.. Annual General Meefingr\;m;

Alplne Club. To be flnallsed e &4

The Commlttee hope to arrance the £ollow1ng s
‘meetings’ id 1976:" ' ;

Mo jor: Jon- Fleming, leader-of thei joint:British C ;i
Army an”? Royal Jepalece Army team who are,gllmblng

. Wiptse tHis year as a- "hlgh altitude réhearsal" )
- for. Bverest: in 1976 " T osldad WE LS

Nepall Supper,, . -
Dy Bob Fleming - B:ers in Nepal,

i Roger Catchpole Tibetan Refugees in' Nepal.

To be decided, ~

The memittca hope Hhat’ £t will be posditd " =T

to arrwnge for a” showing of the Nepalese film

. of "W King of Nepal's: Coronationiin' the:s

= Autumn or New, Yeary: o

Books

;;;;;

The follow1ng books have been wrltten by members

_of - the; Society:~ - cLidorin ON L b

Nothing Venture, Nothing Win, by Sir Edmund Hllary

(Hodder & Stoughton, &4350) Mareh®1975:ct v =L T Lo

‘Klngdom in" the" Sky “The Story of a British
Medical Team’in:Nepal by Dr John Cunninghamy © = i+

with a forward by Lord Hunt, (Souvenir Press, Ltd

-85 Vortimer Street London WIV 8HP, " £4) March 1965.

Himalayan Tradbres Tife in Higﬁlan; Nepal, by

-t . :Christopher-von FTirer-Haimendorf, Illustratlons
s+ and Maps, (John Murray: -£7.50) 29 May 1975 °
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This is the last Newsletter jproducediby me. At
Dominie: Verschoyle's wedding, John Kitching towered L
massively. oyerMike Gaffney who speedilyrgonfirmed his
earlier offer to take over the Editorship. So the next
few issues of" the' Newsletter' will- be’ produced’ by Mike,
who is arman of many, and yaried, talents,.nok::the. least*-
of .which. is that he is a 11nqals't = almost a Ma.rallnmnst
(Sungei.’ Bes:L i joke ) At ’Phlilb % T eda Rich's’ o

wedding,;which was an. all.Guides. Infantry-affait, ene: ‘ou:ch

silver-haired Colonel began his speech "I don!t, know, |
whether %6 give-this‘speech'in- English} - Urdid,” Gurkhal
or Pushtuyy; but anyway.I'll.settle.for. Englmsh\ SOTed ¢
us hope that Mike makes a 31m11ar ch01ce.

...................... IRIIVICIEN PRt

;;;;;;;;;;;;

seen tfemendous changes in the GEA The orlglnal

sugges tlon of Gil-Roach and- John “Edwards for an' enlanged L

................

ment of the present committee under Malcolm Gampbell.
Madcolm ahd Gil-and-later-Hank -Bowen: who took over as
subucrlptlonéaénd 1nvested them can.nlly when the stock
market wHs at-its:lowest:  -The finances &f “the GEA are”
now on a sound footing. The last five years have also
seefnn the welcome introduction of Associate Members.

Bigger and better Minley-type parties have been run; !
the party at the Staff College to mark the 25th
Anniversary was particularly memorable.

As for the Regiment, you can see from the Regimental
Newsletters, that it is in excellent fettle, in fact nearly
as good as when I was in it, though in those days we didn't
go around winning the Nepal Cup and coming 12th at Bisley.

_CHANGE OF ADDRESS R
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Ex WOL COW who at_one time hal 70°Squ Workshops, Klueng, ond

spent ‘some’ time with’ one of ‘the Sqns ‘ih Hong Kong priérito

his Workshop post, was in attendance at.thé above doy and -
gave me great assistance at a"CARDINAL PUFF SESSION™, Tom
is now with the local ¢ouncil down that way. | 3

Eric Bourne

}hiriné.;ggmple;teﬁa a tour in Brompton as WO‘l'lf:Ltter ins\tmct‘or i

i8 on his way back .to Germany with Carol and family, =~

Harry Wc;od ] .

Althoygh never with the Regt, did a tour in Nepal as MFP
and ot one stage was earmarked to replace me as MPF:70 :Sqn
bt it never-came offs - A ‘strong susporter of ill ‘things

Girkha, *Ho is at present WOl (MPF) at Wainscott,a handy - - -

chap to ¥npu in’ the Plant Werld,

"Yobby Clark" . A .
Ode time Signals WO11 at Kluang, now WO1 in Signals Wing
Chatham,is due to finish shortly. He vas the only Brit

T evér say in Kluang that wore a Kilt at a UBURNS BAHADURM
night. 'Rumour has it that on retirement he.iS.to take up
the post of chiof Haggis Inspector up in the HEELANDS
sgmevhere, . " -

Fred Hughes

Ex Eleoctrical Sgt in 70 Sqn Workshops 18 now RGNS at, fhe |

Postal Depot, Mill Hill; due to finish shortly.” He and =

Joan are living out at Whetstone at present. So the foral
.hére is "Post Early for Xmas." ;
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---- One ‘field-where the Committes seem—to-be ‘s¢oring “Tess
than & possible-is the-parbties for the GORss - These-parties
have-been tited in-Chatham, - Tondon & Farnborough.-—Each~
time the sameé hard core of regular supporters turn up, ;
but there never seem to be any new faceés. Even when’ the'
party for the shooting team was given at Farnborough, many
of the members living within a very short distance did not
atterid. Fubure entertainments will be discussed agaif at
the next AGM (again always attended by the same faithfirl
few) but it appears’ that there is'no support for afy GOR -
party .outside Chatham, i - = & ! vl

‘The .agenda for.the AGM, which will be at the East India
& Sporting Club’ in"St. James Square as the Senior has unfortu-
nately closed downy is given on page 18. Due to the enormous
postal charges involved, separate agendas will not be sent
out to members thig year and this Newslebier will be the only
notification of the AGM which you will get. It is hoped ‘that
in future all GEA annpuncements, agendas, minutes et will be’
done through the Newsletter thus saving possibly £10 a year "
on postage. e ' R =

There have been a number of changes in the GEA
Committee and more are proposed - see page 18, Particular
thanks must be given to Hank Bowen who bas put in a great
deal of hard . and constructive work as Secretary/
Treasurer. No BO has done more for the Regiment over the
years than Hank and he-crowned this by his work'as GEA.
Secretary. Peter Druitt proved to be an’excellent GELO,
devoting much time and effort to the GORs:' Finally :John
Getley after an exhausting spell as Investment Seeretary
hag handed over to Nick Tomlinson before starting his
fifth tour with Gurkhas. ' John Edvards takes over from -
Charlés Spottiswoode as the Field Officer recently
Teturnod om the Regiment, Then, of course the
admirable Gaffney takes over from me.
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Also attached to this Newslp:bter are three
loose sheets for your information and indeed urgent

ASSOCTATE MEMBERS NEWS

action in the case of the application form for the GEA,. o H
Annual Party at Minley on 26th September. Please send : —-—M—-l}-—-i-ﬂgl—e " §

the application form plus cheque to Charles Spottiswoode
not later than 6th September sq that he can make arrange-

ments in good time tor another super party. “John Edvards

hopes to be at the riinley party and will presumably be able

to give further information on the two pictures from.
laverock Reprographics Ltd. Details are also given about a
book called "4 Pride of Gurkhas' which appears to be a
glorification of God's Own, and will conséquently appeal to
the ‘ecumenically minded as well as those wwlo have a:love of

Gurkhas, Seeley; Service & Coope TLtd -will offer a discount I thought) "Hindle couldn't hit a buffalo in the backside
o GEA members and also-offer a small comnission . on every with a bag of rice." I Tt
book sold for the-Regimental funds, P e : O CTR e L (U E 5 Fakseide 25 &

VAR Rl e TR R I T T R e Tt was a’congtant surprise to.many -people how I qualified

- The article en Kluang Revisited" was written by. B e D i g P g W
Stevon Holbon, who. vas in, the Ariy AT Gotbs in, Kluang each yeary T iwill-newitell you my iterrible secret. AS you. .

and receiyed the AFC for helicopfer evacua & durifig _

A few weeks ago T heard from a ususlly reliable source that

Major H. VG:and-his happy band of "GUN SLINGERSY were in. the,.

Chatham aréa. As I happened to,be passing.there on my way
from Luton to Inverness I popped in to pay my respects to
this trigger ha»py gang.

I was nevor great shakes with the gun things; I recalla -

certain Chief Instructor watching me perform at the annual °
range, remark £0 my OC in a stage whisper (rather wnkindly

probablyknow (or-should :do)wone part ;of my anpnual range |

ordeal was to fire, I think, 5 shebs from way-way bagck, run | "

thg K:!.uang floods. The article came via Poter ﬂ';h‘taél'c like the clappers cown the range, flop down breathless, “Pire
and Gil Roach, 5 more, up and away down the range repeating this:operation...
at each stop, I.gave this ﬁoblam a lot of thought and fsond -

the answer, A1l the way’'d the fange T 'wotld'go through =

Before: I lay down my editorial fibre-tip for the'
last time, I must. thank everyong for their support oyer L ey’ down the range 1 ’ 1 97
the last fiye years; -The Regiment has never failed to the motions until T was within spitbing distance of the tdéget
and amusing-articles and 'fillersi; m}lyﬁlew@r‘? ‘have eyes shu'h{l » l«]ith “this’ ‘pl_f_)! ging.} a ‘trusted’ eofirade’ (E_Lominai-. ki
regularly: sent.in articles; and. the Fa'"hﬂa?;- Gosszp' and . ® fee 3 large Anchors in'the“mdss) poki.ng-’-a:rpenc&li:throught_a few
Associa;te_.-hiegtbaxg_. News- gontinues. to, flourish, A '1,1911.,635' P times as decently near centre as he could on the target; (I-got

people have -been yery: kind: in, their. comments about the [ . by. T
NewsLetter,: and.I: m surc:; that everyone will give Mike > et

st they. giv I was alyays in.consta

! in, ¢ nt fear of being picked i‘or_i':he Regjs_la
shooting team Tf h '

oncil work, anid/my blind burstwete =

Gaffney the:same-help: and encourangement,

: too goody e :
BT by s 2 TR VEED B BB He ; Fiao gl y A
But back to the shooting team at Bromptoh, an‘imprémptw : &
Gurkha Party had been laid on and ahyone in the Chatham
A area with connections (with the Regiment) were invited

along to this most enjoyable evening.
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John & Tricia Rich have returned to UK and are in’
Edinburgh until Octoeber. .They hope to Qntértain
any Gurkhas in the area. 3

chk & Pam Flancls and the famlly are all in splendid
good health, Adrian got his scholarship and has done
‘a year at MEllfield, Hugh passed.into Sherborne (sensible -
fellow! Ed) this. last:time, and Guy-is:bottom .of his =
class still at Sherborne Prep. - Pam nurses Monty (hthelfJ)
throee nights a week and a Colonel Rose at Churt seven visits
an Week r chk started work for SuIZer Bros on’ 4th &ugustf

John Engllsh*s eldest daughter Gathy has got a scholarshlp :
to Christs Hospital in Hertford. Some of John's herd had TB
but thls ha& now been eradlcated and ncw;raplacement_cows'bought.

Duncan Morris  wmrites "I w111 probably be endlng my contr&ct
in The Gambia aiter one year -rather than-two becsuse there'is
very little proper\ engineering work to be done here. So, come
Septémber or Octobery-I will ‘be-looking for:another: -Job,— =
preferably in the Far East. I have applied for a job'in Nepal
with a Canadian firm'of consultlng ‘engineers and secm'to have
‘been shOrt—listod. I\koep my flngers crossed My rogards to
all those who may romember ma.“"

Murrax Dunne wroto to ﬁhnk Bowen in Anrll asklng 1f he knew;
of any 'first class! offigers who are looking for quite
reasonable jobs in tralnlng - opcnlng salary not too good
but- prospects 1mprov1ng. ~-;’.7~' SR E ;r,w”ggfgxa:v*
John (S J.)E Edwards wrltcs Bram ﬂuatralla to say that
~Janet ig about to make -him a gfgpdfather again, Ann is: -
happily married to an accountant:while Guy is still 91nglo -
he seems to prefer to play the field:, :
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REGIMENTAL NEWSLETTER

by THE COMMANDANT
1 JAN — 30 JUNE 75

The. De;ence Review was -published in March, and its
possible repercussions have -overshadowed this porlod ‘The
cffects of the Review on, the Hong Kong Garrison are not yet
clear, as the, Brltlsh and Hong Keng Governments are still
arguing about cost-sharing, and the force level is still in
doubt.. As far as the Brigade of Gurkhas is.concerned, we
knoyw. that we hayerte, Lose: 1000-men by 1978; but how that is
to be ach;eved depepds on: the fore levels' in Hong Kong, and
the. deoloynent of ;. Gurkha Infantry battallons, also not yet
de01ded ~As the dust begins to:settle, . certain criteria
about the chlment ‘have begome : firm enough to start planning.
We arc.almest: :certain-to retain two field squadrons.  We dre’
unlikely -to:lese a' -significant number of Gurkhas, and in the:
long term could éven:enjoy-an.increase in Gurkha manpower, 54
(Hong Kong) Support Squadron RE and HQRE definitely. disappear,
and their-functions are to’'be assumed by the Regiment. The
organisationiwe:are now.planning leaved the.two field. squadrons
much as they-are; :but with:further centralisation to conserve
MANPOWET s vIn+add1tlon we hope to form a+~HQ Sqn which will
include the-present HQ;the-Training Wing and the rump of -
54 Squadron, leoking remarkably like a conventional support :
squadrony albgit- dlmlnutlve._ RHQ, with the addition of an
10, will take overthe HQRE function. The accommodation
plot is.another problem, and I will leave my successor to
reacrt on that. .. b

The fir st flve months of thls perlod were epent .on
engineer projects of- various descriptions, 68 Squadron was
entirely.absorbed:; with the Border Camp on Peng Chau. This
represented a_real m;lestone in our engineering history.

It is the first time to have built a full scale camp in
permanent construction, including all services from scratch.
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Of course there were . problens;,- not.least the fact that all
materinls had to be moved to the site by- landing craft,
but standard of work 1nproved ‘as we went’ along., Walking
around the brick built buildings it is possible to "datem
the plastering, from the vavy effect of the early days, to
the impeccable finish: téwards -the ‘end, ~ The final® result
is most impressive, and the Major Géneral had ‘Some kind .
things %o say when he openéd the ‘canp by mvaa.lmg a’ plaque,
accompanied by the traditional bang, on 23" Jine, Meahwhile
67 Squadron has ‘completed a bewildering variety of minop-
military and community relations preaect&.. Amongstother

things, ‘they havé built a-bdiley-bridge on T8ing Yi Island,_

and providsd fleating. jetties! for’ the Tian'au festival,
They.have 'built playihg'ficlds’ and dug-wells Tor's Red Cross®
‘handicapped children’s, camp site onilan Tau; and a-road for-
the! Gasfle Peak Hospital home? farmy - They hae placedn ©
Sioux-helicoptec: on thei#oofi of ithe Aviation ‘Squadironts

office,nnd a.5 ton ginker.as ‘anlanchbrage-for an Avmy< =

oungd yucht :at Tyefun: They:-have. renovated  the old
‘leprosorlum.buildings ‘on HeirKing Chaw.to provide a - .
Sandes Home:in Hong:Korg, and-carfied out a-pilot. “Schend

of two and half:kilometres.of bounddry markers;:.forithe =
Sastle: Peak Range, ‘with«the help of nules, "in ‘Soms of the '
rostirugged ‘terpitory in diong‘Kongd -Meanwhilé they hive
Zept the Border:!works gdingy fand put“inpscvora1 trcep i
tecks rof wark -on: the continuing (Castle Pedk ‘rangde .project.:
3oth: Squadrona ‘have: Been “invélved .in ‘their affiliated "
rigede excreisosy and 67 Squadron provided @ medium il

girder bridge demonstration, variocus bangs, and -the ehemy:‘ 4

for a Queens Birthday Tattoo. Everyone was involved in -
yroviding a camp for 2000 Vietnamese refugees, Naturally
-t happened ‘ati a week-end, and John Worthington, the -
field officer ofthe week hagtily doployed the duty and -
stand-by troops, -and then:formed up an-hoc “troops from
anyone clse he would find, as stores became available.

il . %

Richard & Val. Ma.rrlott have been in Gloucestershlre for over
two yoars now. IZ! may well move Richard to London or Paris
(or anywhere! Ed), Val likes the thought of Paris, partly
because her French is rather better - than Rlchard's._‘

John & Berde Freeland contlnuc to farm happily and*reasonably
prosperously in Hampshire, - Ian now goes to the: local comprehen—
31Ve'where ‘he, dee; well and is very happy. g ! ;

Ian Igomson has been ochpled in nov1ng hlS mothes down from
Doghouse Brldgo in Hartley W1ntney to the flat dlrectly under—
neath his . in. Hove, ok o - il

Rl oY e T y-,

.«g:JOhn & Carol Kltchlnpw haye reorganlsed thelr accomrodatlon;f
at Pitton. Having imported both in-laws who now live side-

by=side, John: sold his house and caused an extcn31on to be
built onto Garol's- parents hOuSooQ' . : :

\Hank & Jullet Bawen : plus childrcn spent a very cnaoyable o
TEaster wﬁ,th John-and :Borde Freeland at Doyley Manor, @ All:

the chlldren got on very well -together .and -there was sufflolent
snow ; for them to; play snowballs and build snowmen without . Hank
and John ‘being requlred to dig: themselves out., Cliwve has
passcd his entrance test to St. Lawrence Golleoe, Ramsgate, so
he, and Paul will go therec.this September. Glaireﬁis;ggipgrtg
Wadhursd ‘at the same tlme., B P i f,*' 1% e

Jonathan & Kate Forbes write that they‘wcre dellghted to
receive the silver cigarett. lighter which Officers of the
Regiment -gave them. Tt is 'suitably engraved and will, dlways -

be prominent in.their home.-.. Jonathan wants fo thank ¥sabaiharu'
for the lovely momento of good tImes :An the Far East with- the
Reginment. 3 . 3
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FAMILY GOSSIP

Douglas & Margaret Humphrey have joined the impoverished ranks
of proparty owners by -buying a house on the outskirts of Ely

15 miles north of Cambridge. After only a year in the same house

he is' changing jobs in March from being Adjutant of 29 Engineer
Regiment (Airfields) to become Training Major of 73 Engincer
Regiment (v) at Nottingham. Margaret and the two children will
remain in Ely and Doug will commute at weekends or whenever the
job allows. Doug writes.

"In01denta11y Dominic' Verschoyle has joincd as one: of " the Sqn Comd

and Richard Beazlecy joing in June- -ay, Dominics 2IC! "Quite a
lscal .stronghold of GEA. Wo also have a lot of contact with
Lt David Paul from-12 Engr Bde Trials Team, David Paml was the
CofW(C) with 67 Sqn in Horpg Kohg.® My present Staff A8sistant,
WOl Borlasc scrved with the 74 Fd Park Sqn in Sungei Bosi from
'57-159. The Goloncl thinks there's a GEA takeover bid taking
place - ‘ -

Jim & Sue Stuart. Sue produced another son -'Jenathan. They
now have a front row and are starting on the remainder of the
team. John finds Camberley hard work ‘but fun, and doesn't scem
to. be making too much of a nonsense of it.

Joln & Maureen Allen have brought an old coaching imand have
always sparc beds plus- spade for: codgehes, horses & dogs! They
ares both 5icll.Deir dre is ‘8til1l worklng for Matrk ‘McCormacg!: and
Michacl "is back from Australia & Japan, Patrick is working for
Mawcos and is still in Wiltshire. Gtp m Er

Mike Cdvert has bought a house in Chiswick - '6 Whitehall Park
lece, although he only uses it for parties and for sdmewhere
to: pubt his model railways, He-continmies to live in’"West
Kni ghisbridge® as the rent on his 0ld Brompton Road flat is
prrotectéd and consequently very cheap.

- 34 -

He and his "voluntedrs" seaicl‘o be doing so well,

that I left them to it, and corlSinued with my golf
match! It was a remarkable achicvenent: 7 GR put

up all the tents and wire, and w provided domestic
and security lightin:, . water swply, showers.
latrines and..aceess roads and hadstandings, all within
24 hrs. Subseguently we had to leave a troop at the
camp site for 10 days to improve acilities, hopefully
using the Victnamesc as labour. Tey werc not very
willing, and Tom Dornan, a large oificer, had to
threaten one or two of them physicsily bofore- they
would wicld shovels GS.

I wrote abeut 67 Squadron in Slomon Islands in'my
last newsletter, but I believe Exeicise Verbalisc
deserves a' further mention.  The Suadron (in fact two
troops -of 67 and one of 68), evenbally completed their
projects at Munda, and departed lewing cnornous goodwill,
In retrospect I quail at the adminstrative problems with
vhich they were faced, but the faci that they were so
successful is a tribute to the veratility and ability
to improvise, that we have developd over the years.
Vlrtmlly the entire population of funda turncd. out to see
them go. On arrival in Homaira, te Capital, they
prepared .for a cercmonial parade cttended by the Commander
British Forces Hong Kong, o a Puc¢:.fic tour, and the
Governor.. The CBF was heard to<s 37 to the Governor that
it was remarkable that a Sauadron jo recontly returned
from a very jungly. exerc:l.ae, could put on such a parade.
At the time of writing, our divers arc in Brunei
demolishing two more oil rigs, ané we have a recce party .
in the New Hebrides. . I hope 'the Naw Hebrides will follow
the same pattern as the Solomons. Ls in the Solomons,
we have sent a strong recee party, sn officer and six
to carry out a minor project as an ezrncst of sur ability, .
and to look. for further projects foir a major exercise.
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next year. In addition we are nearly certain to have a’ We had onc other call to maks after Suzy. We drove out

troop exercise in the Philippines, under SEATO ausplces, to the Revertox planation to Russ Clarke's old house

in January, and another ngadron exercise in Brunei in vhere the Kluang Club barman had told us to find Mike
mid 76. These overseas exercises represent the jam on Lockyer. The Lockyers had regrettably gone away for

the bread and butter of our engineer work in Hong Kong, the week-end, but we left a note. That superb planter's
and long may thev continue, ) house stands there unchanged. The dog and cats gave us

a great welcome. I stood in front of it and:remembered
all the astronomic thrashes that had occurred in the
past, but now there was silence except for the wind
sighing through the rubber tress massed on: all aides.

We are now in the midst of retraining. Apart from
the basic things such as our annual range course and battle
PE tests the theme this year is unit training. Various
courses -are being run, and the Squaarons are busy training
up the remainder of their men in preparation for a series
of exercises: to be run in the last month of retraining,
Each Squadron will carry out an engiheeriand an: infantry
exercise, and the finale will be a Regimental exercise
combining both engineer and infantry tasks. The exercises
are being set. by HQRE, and the people who will really .

I filled up with petrol at the Sunrise Shell Station -
cheaper than Singaporc.. We took a ‘ldst look at the
"K1luang" stone plinth by the roadside ‘and headed South

-(Soletan) through the rubber treges. We :may go back to
sec the Lockyers if they contact us.  Whether we do or

work hard, are the. members of the joint HQRE/RHQ control~ not -to us it was a pretty unique day and we won't
organlsatlon, who will: be deployed throughout all: flve forget i, ; i
eyerelsgs. : . At a barbeque in Noo Soon last night a Gordons -

In the gporting field; we have devoted ah enormous - Officer said to me "What on earth did you want to
amount, some would say an: unreasonablo amount, ‘of effort . visit Kluang for, Pretty scruffy, dull sort.of place“
to shooting. 'Under: Harry Vialou-Clark's dedlcated and ] ‘
ruthless iaadershlp, the shootlng team has produced . sone " s - T dldnlt bother to-tell him.

remarkable réesults. In the Hong Kong Central Meeting,
the team won more silver than ‘ahy other unit, but did
not do well enough in the major unit team event to gain _ -

the right to''go’ to Bislay, However by sleight of hand  George Thompson, ex-QM now -in Northern Ircland sent

Absent Friends

we Mmanaged to send ‘the team hame,where they ¢leaned up . a picture postaard of Belfast to the Commandants On -,

11 major trophies and 49 individual prizes at the RERA the back,-all it said was "Wish you were-heres" -
meeting, and did very creditably at Bisley. Perhaps Siniie UT 2F G AR
the most gratlfylng achievements were winning the major
unit team event, and Capt (QGO) Embahadur Gurung’ .-The: British.Sergeants Mess -sent the following message: :
becomlng Chanipion-at-Arms, at the RERA ‘méetings; > to Bill Chesshyre 2IC 68 Squadron, on the oceasion gf'
coming 12th out of 65 teams in the major units. competltlon -hi:s wedding.,  "Onece g 2IC, always @ 2IC seersvsiossass™s
at Bisley, beating 28 infantry battalions; and being the ; . ;

top non-infantry unit; having three in the Army Hundred, &

Wedding Message

Py s
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and as all the signs arc blue and yellow I presume it
is inhabited by Malay "trucky" officers. The whole of
the camp area on the North of the field is crowled with
soldiery and there are more checkpoints. -Malaysia is .
certainly taking the CT's seriously. ES i

" We had planned to-have lunch at the/New Kluarig ‘Hotel
but decided to have a Iosk at the town centre beiore doing
So. ‘This bit of Kluang comes straight from. the old days,
not a dead rat - out of place, - The-rows of Mercedes taxes
are porked with "Korota Sowa Bandar Kluang Joher® painted
in whitesquares on their doors, many of them very ancient;
the, shops arc the same exactly, and my favourite shoemaker
sti11 plios his trade in Jalan Station. The Asia ‘smelb
the samo, as did everything else. I called on Sin You: the
shotographer, but he was at a Regimental- function - ‘the
Malay Army obviously woos him as much as we did, -We went
to ‘seé Cheon' Long who ‘was delighted to see us and séll-us

fon

aome ¥amboo pattern-glasses whichiwe aré unable to buy-in

dingapore; all our'old ones gob'bust in'the dishwasher in

Germany, -He sgys trade is OK but‘that:the Malay-Aviy buys

_{fifferent- things from the Brits and he is lumbered:with a
“Btack of Pyrex dishes which I just’ stopped Werdy - firom. buying.
" Liinch &t -the Wow Kluang - Chinese stylé =was up to

Btag{ig;rd: not” too‘expensive, -T got- the impression thaty
Vot In SAIL ® brothal wetair, o nw o

. 'Affer lunch'we went back. into'town to find:Suzy:our
‘514 Amsh. The Tickety bridge’over:thé Sungei Ménkibol:

has been renewed but her kampong house which hearly gob
tlemolished in the Dec 69 floods is still standing, They've
_had no bad floods since, Suzy was delighted to sée us and
“jgave us a great welcome,- We-sat on her véranddh and drank
‘¥izzy orange and she:talked a'dog's hind/leg off. -Ironically
“her Husband and (now married) grown up ' daughter areworking
in Singapore while she stays’'at home~ to Yook after her
wemaining 7 children, There was much reminiscing and
nostalgia, E .
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Spr Pahalsing Thapa being selected for the Army Eight;
forming half of the Royal Engineer team that came third
in the Methuen Cup, higher than the Corps hascovor come
before. In football, we were knocked out in the first
round of the Nepal Cup by the eventual winners, 1/2-GR,
but won the. Major Units league after a play-off against
the RAF, After two-years of running-up, we won the
Land Forces badminton knock-out, In golf we won the
Repimental 4 - ball, and Brigade of Gurkhas Inter- .
Regimental trophies. The latter vistory will please
Tony Kerr, whose name appears on the trophy for all
five years he.was with the Regiment; we won it this
year thanks to Tom Dornan and John Archibald, J ohn )
Worthington worked very hard with bur ceross—country and
khud race teams, and although we failed to ‘beat any of
the Gurkha battalions, we were very close behind “them,
and were certainly not humilated as we had been the - -
provious year, Add to this our considerable success ;
in. orienteering; -and I 2w sure. we will Be ruming o
victory in the years to come. We did not repeat our
succosses in hockey of previous years, but’68 Squadron
managed to win the 48 Brigade minor units league. .

The most sigmi‘ican’o clepar'ﬁqre ﬁlﬂ‘lngthis perisd

" has ‘heen the Gurkha Major, Kesarbahadur Linbu, Hls

retirement represented the end of an era, as‘he was the

- last.man of the Regiment. o have served other than in'

The Gurkhs.Engincers, He left us cheerfully and with °
groat dignity after some memorable farcwell parties.
TPerhaps -the most memorable was his departure from the
British Sergeants Mess, in a rickshaw pulled by a 615"
Staff Sorgeant. :Typically he refused to relinquish his
résponsibility until the. last minute ahd we created a.
now tradition, when he. personally placed his badges of
rank on the now GM's. shoulder, after he had _inspected

the Quarter Guard for the last time, and before he
climbed into the staff car. to leave us forevers

€
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Over the nrevisus tWwo yearsy he had been the moving
spirit. in. extending our cinema, by'self-help, to
produce. & large. hall capable of holding a complete
squadron, and including an indoor badminton court.

At the opening ceremony, unknown to him beforohand,

it was christencd the "Kesarbahadur Hall.™ At his
farewell Retreat he. preséhtea a handsome badminton
trophy . to the Reglment. ‘He has been honoured with

the rank of. Hon Lt, ahd at the same time Kalusing

Limbu was. promoted t5 Hon Capt, the first officer to

be promoted .on pensisdn, as a reward for the work he

has done in the Hills, Other denartures have-

included Bill Chésshyre, Clive Lowe and Richard Beazley
on RHE, and. Capt. (QGO) Pete Limbu and Lt (QGO) Ramparsad
Rai on Jpension. . The new GM, Major (Qeo) mabahadur
Gurung MVO has returned from ‘hig tour as QG00. w&lliam
Thackmell is, buck from leaVE ané a“short tour in"
Northern Ireland, and wé have' another SSLC officer far
31x.months, Anxhony Prlce.‘ il

Anisther ‘notable daparture “from- the Brlgade was the
MGBG, Major General E,J.S. Burnett GB DSO OBE MC. A
Wan&qrful Brlgaﬁe ich £o5k place:-as- pdrt*of‘hls farewell
ceremopies, includlngainter—unit danoing ‘contest which
we won. Ab Brlgade week the contest' was repeated, ‘dnd.
we won again, -in both caseg judged personally by bhe MEBG
(old and. news Whatever slse we may‘not bé ablé“to do,
undér that notablé impressario Lt (QGOY Indrakamal Tan&ng,
C e can cortainly dancel General Bunny pald us’ a“farewell

visit before he left,’ during which he was meAsured for a
pair of ‘trousers, on the Square, by a' flustersd: tailor:

whio had. been followihg him around’ on His faréiell visits
_ for o days. . The new MGBG, Major Genéral RiWil, = /-

McATister DBE hag visited:ns, and the CBF- ‘Licltenant -
General Sir Edwin Bramall’ KCB OBE ME has dined’in our’
mess, when he comment&d fawourably oh- our Pides and’
. Drums and our nadeira, and was defeated at a three-
dimensional noughts and crosses by a picked tean.
Other visitors have included Brigadier John Whitehead
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We motored then to Jalan Jaya to.look.at the old
pateh, Everything: in the town outskirts was its desar
old . scruffy self, -The houses in J, Jaya are all
occupied by Malaysian Officers with their names.and
Reglmental badges on the gates, There were lots of

:motor. cars, Kebuns, Amahs and children in evidence.
‘The place’ was: identical. ' The Plczets' old house-:

looked very smart.  For-some reason J,- Kampong Bontong
has been renamed :J, Hussein Ayad and a new estate has’
been built at the WW end. of it but “the ‘houscs are
similar: and all occupied :

e It was in Jnlan Dorset that things ch&ngcd drastln
cally, 'There is now a Malaysian Brigade with its head~
quarters iin Kluang, and the garrison has been made a

'scclire arcas: At the top of the.hill, just before MCO's

rou there:is a sentry and barrier, . I showed my T.D. .

‘card and-was allowed-in, The "rabbit hutches™ have

been clieared ‘of vegetation and are now all Company

i-'Officas, gigns and all, - Officers still live in'some .

of “the quarfers -on the loft, but.one, of them (Réedmans?)

¢ appeated’ toi be -a. Mess -of- sorts. There was another check-
point at the old BMH but again we were let in and I was

able to.photograph young David outside the ward where he
was born: just-6 ‘years and,3 months ago. It is still 8.
fanilies ward and b&bl@SrGﬂUlJ be ‘heard giv1ng forth
within, The hospital layout is “unchangzed; for some reason

‘Simeonts Mess is-full of:potted plants,. . We went.pn to

visit the NAAFI and swimming pool - there is a 50c entry

fee for: the 1atter but it is still popular.t .

B Ar o diouly wane. the airﬁeu.' I was apoalléd

o t5 see the-former helicoptcr dispersal vsed as a hiige MT
- -park, .The Gurkha;Engineers camp.appears to be a headquarters
~of ‘sorts (a1l signs in Malay) and there is as much’ bullshit

on the gate as there ever- was, The GTR mess, looks the same,

e



ThlS is now conalete, but only one Fokker Friendship a
lay, Rather like KL Ifteéfnatisnal all over again,
From Kulai the road winds -as ever through the rubber
and palmoil, with Mercedes diesel flyers taklng maniac.,
risks with the timber lorries. We thousht the traffic
was:much heavier than it:used to be. . At Simpang Rnngam

“where one turns right the barrncks have been enlarged

and ! there are sgldiers- everywhere. Suspected CT!s.
fired an RPG-type.racket into the camp a fow weoks ago
but-nobody was seriously hurt. After that one is in-
“true plantatiom c untry anl: we slowed down at the large
‘aigns outside each estate to see who the manager was.
Most are now fsians, bub:Striv!s liugo ?onham Estate,
! immaculate as ever, is managed- by, R.- Armstrong, who, - .
also lives in Striv!s house, We approached Kluang - -
rapidly, ahd suddenly there-was Sunrise Park. . All the :
shrubs have grown (tho! fhe lawns:are all mown) and.
some of the houses are much nore secluded than they
used to bc w ey e r s ST o b

L

Flrst stop was- the’Kluang Club. We're no longer
fzmembers of course’and the Singapore Clubs no.longer:..

. ~reciproecate but we: thaught we'd look in just the Sama.
The club has been newly painted (cream and red: on the
outsidel); = thorn/c bar was still there but was not
functioning a} the: time. -Otherwise the club is unchanged
to look at, They are in process of relaying the tennis
caurts. ¢ Wendy: went. in . to chat to the barman who -was
formerly employed -in the, Gurkhs: Engineers Officers Meas
and- Irinspected sthe.-godf gourse.: The-greens.. and bunqus
1ookcd~0Kz bk the fairways meeded a, trim, .- Tha barman
=tmldJWendy hat less members- played, golf than ﬁqqthky
but that club-membership.was sbill strong. hmoﬁgst the
Brits remaining he mentioned Lockyers, Nicholls,“Scoulars,
* Meyricks :and a Dr, Halg, .‘The Belshers: and Brocklehurts
had recently left and Striv had died, the barman said.
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Commander 48 Gurkha Infantry Brigade,Cslonel Ian Wilson
DA Batigkok,: Colonel Larry Lamble :0IG-RE Records: - end
Manning -Office, and Captain Maclellan Director.st Army
Bagplpe Music, who was compllmentary about our Plpes
and. Drums. : oo Yy

‘The Plpes an‘ Drums have had nd more than a Dasslng
mentlon in recent®Newsletterss They now'total: 25, and all
go on Nepal leave at theisame time, so that when-:they are
here, they are all here. - The Adjutant is: ex~officio.
Co-ordinator of Brigade of Gurkhas Pipes and .Drums, 50 we
enjoy first pick of the gbad engagements, We: think they
are the best in the Brigade, and some others agree,” S8gt
Thamansing Gurung is the.Senior Drum Major in the Brigade,
and leads the massed Pipes and Drums on major scecasiong,
including the march past in front of HM the Queen during
her visit to Hong Kong. Some of their more interesting
engagements: recently’ have been three weeks at the Hilton
during’a Scottish Week, oubiof which the Adjutant and I
galneﬂ an”excollent 1unch.h 'The Pipe Major played round
“'the ‘table at Government’ Hsuse, Three of our pipers played
with the Pipes and Drums:of 75 Engineer Regimént. (V),
comiianded by Robinm Jbrdan, at a-display ah Edlnburgh Castlec.
TS pipers went %o Korea® with the Honsur Guard, and stsyed
on for the Queens Blrthday Celebrations, They even 7layed
at the Vletnamese refugee camp "to raise thelr morale"
1 fwor y SRRt

Bzil'chésShyre was: marrléévro Apili to ﬁiﬁioiﬁangéél

7t iand AdriaiRisis’ to mhrTy Penhy Evans shortly. . Royidury's

daughﬁer Gina, ‘wds ‘also married in February. The Rﬁgiment
i1l be well representeéd -at Camberley: next year, in the
shape of Bill Chesshyre; Doug “Humpbrey and Austin Thorps
Apart from our continuing representation of ex-Gurkha
Engineer officers and British W0s at RSME, we now also have
a Gurkha instructor on the staff, Cpl Birbahadur Limbu
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is instructing in the Survey Wing and generally helping

- Gurkha stulénts through trade courses.. . .This has proved-

a most valuable experiment, and I hope that in future
we will always have one Gurkha instructor at RSME,:

You will know that General Bill was awardedaGBE in
the Birthday Honours, but you may have missed the small
print announcing Cpl Lilbahadur-<Punts BEM, - As'reported

iin the last Newsletter, he was awarded this -for his -

‘esnsidérable courage in continuing to lead his section
durin~ ~ia sales. demonstration:of, the Medium. Girder bridge,
having. lost part of & finger between a:girder-and.a .
decking panel, Our-Dahun, ‘Pandit Markaide Sharma (I bet
Yory few. people actually knew his name) leaves us shortly

-after:25 years with the Regiment, and has been awarded a

Comfrander Land’ Forces: Testimonial. : Cre s

i We“eohtinue to:maintain eur record of more treks
per officer than any other Regiment:in: the Brigade.
John Getley, and Bill Chesshyre led astray:this time by
the’ Paymaster, went:West, as did' Richard. Beazley.and myself,

" Clive Towe went to the Eash.where he visited Kalusing Sahib,

and Kesarbahadur Sahib's parents... Kesarbahadur Sahib's.

~Pather @id-not -shpw him the respect:he commanded within ..
" he Regimenti . He described him as a Mato!, who had nok
".sent any money for six months: - o prophet is.without

horsur-in: his country, -even in: Nepal, I.visited many - .
0ld friends; Santabir and Dilaram Sahibs. kiving within ;
one day's walk of one another, but never met since they
wontion pension’ ten years ago or:morej - Keishnabahadur

7' 8alib, old but £it;. Narbahadur; Sahib, very: much ithe country
isquire, ahd rather:oddly the willage doctors . dx -RSMs. .

Durgabahadur ‘Rana and Sunbakadur Gurung;: many more aboub
whoin 4 will bore yauw-next: timelwe meebe- in finl e o L

KLUANG REVISITED - 5 YEARS AFTER
by Stéw’reanc»S‘lt@n ; B

- When we were serving in Kluang in the late-60's and
up until mid=1970 one frequently heard the statement,
particularly at farewell parties-- "I'd like to'see the
state of 'this place’in 5 years!'time"] Having had the
unexpécted dpportunity to sérve - in Singapore during the
present rundown, Wendy and I theré&fore had'a revisit to
Kluang-high 'on our list of prioritics, < There was somé
delay 4n getting  our'Renawlt 4 on thé road,.owing to -
red tape, after impsorting it from Geérmany via Chatham and
the top pridrity was the East Goast Islands from Mersing
naturally ensugh., This i achieved overza super long:
week-6nd: ini mid<April; ' the Islands are unchanged;:except
that Rava' and Tiomon now have hotcls on'thei. . However:
Klugihg was néxt: on the 1ist and we have recently beén

there for“the day on’ 10 ¥ay 750 ' 7 v
Driving back to Singapore afterwards we. thought «

that quite a few of our friends who have spent somc of
their happiest days. (and nights)) in the Army' in. Kluang
might bBe intérested to sce how it looks to an ex-military
"lunnger! and g6 we decided b write'a vound robin,: “Any
of ‘you 'who are still ‘in touch with'the few ‘planters . =
remaining may consign this b9 the' dustbin, but we are-sure

‘that there dre’ others’ who'will be'curious.

NotHing has’ chi:i‘nggd fvei*y ‘much- a8 far-as the road -
journey ‘#s' concerneds - There are -lots ofirioad: worksin’

JB, and ‘the-sed’ front has been tarted'fup and looks very

smart i th 'super ‘gardens ‘and ‘shrubis, The sign’td JARO.
i8-still thore, ib's now under new management 'but’ sells
“the “samé goodies. = At Senai-there are lots of gigns ‘and

mdPé ‘rodduorks to the new Johore “Interhational Airport,

“some' 3 miTes (5 km now in Milaysia) to’the East of Sefiai.
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the job, and 4ffered me the difference. I -wrote to ten
friends, five ex-clients, six executive firms (including
the admirable Officers! Association) and fifteen adverti-
sers, .Towards the end of June I had signed up with the
best of them, and steric’ work on 4 lugust. - '

Conclusion

The legendary Swedish factory worker, when given
notice, declares: "Redundant? Thank God! Now I will go
end get a proper job." There are lots of things more
interesting and exciting than one's present job, and
some of them arc botter paid. Mobility always pays.
Every alternative is different from the present, but
most can be fun. There is no conclusion. At least,
not yet. 5 - )

. Shikar -

68 Squadron, on morning PT, trapped @ porcupine in a
" catchment drain, It took the entire resources- of the
Squadron t5 overpower the -creature, ancd when it reached
the Squadron lines it was dead from suffocation under a
poncho capc. Dy the time the remainior of the liegiment
came %o know of this event, the porcupine had been eaten.
" Did it ever hajpen? ot i T

“Becurity’

ﬂChiefnClefk*s;Draft;’f.Eleaé@;affange.fofuihé”spﬁre_key
->"to be ferwarded to the Paymaster for him to-be deposited
in the néarest bank, oy St g

Orderly Officer's Rendrt e
Unusual Incidents. - Too rough for water skiing,
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T also visited ex-Major (QGO) Lachhiman Gurung MBE,
father of our Narbahadur Sshib who died of leukaemia
last year, It was a sad visit'as Narbahadur was an
only child, and the old man is trying to look after
his considerable acreage of land, and supervise the
upbringing of his grandchildren. It is going %o be

a hard battle, but he is a tough old man, and I do not
think he will fail. During the evening, he produced
Narbahadur's Durand Medal, and at my suggestion he

has entrusted it to the Regiment. iy intention is that
it should be mounted under a portrait of Narbahadur in
the QGO's Mess, as a memorial to him. More news from
the hills may be of interest, is the way in which the
considerable sums of welfare money, both from the
Gurkha Welfare Appeal and other sources, is being
administered. To deal with individual benevolence,
welfare centres have been opened in all the main
centres, staffed by ex-scrvice welfare officers, who
are paid for their work, Another organisation is

now *  being set up to administer the money that is
spent on engineer works, principnlly water schemes

and bridges. This is providing many of our ex-QG0s
and NCOs with re-employment, anl they are leaping at
the opportunity. Such well kncgm charactors as. Rate
Limbu and Baburam Thapa.are already on the pay roll.

This is my last Newsletter, and I shall soon hand
over command of The Gurkha Engincers. I am yery-conscious
of how fortunate I have been to be entrusted with command
of the Regiment, and at the bisk of being pompous, I would
1like to pay tribute to those who have made the last 25
years such’a wonderful experience for me, Firstly all
the of fiscers who'have. gone before, particularly:my

prodecessors as’Cémmandants, why set’the standards which
I have done my best to maintain, Secondly theiofficers:
who have served under me with such good humour and
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unfailiing loyalty and the British Warrant Officers
and Sergeants, whose 'skill and experience has been
so important to the Regiment over the years, Lastly,
and most’ significantly, the Gurkha officers and’
soldiers, whose gqualities I can best. summarise by
saying that not one of them ever 1lét-me down,

AW eichly Problem

The Ping Chau work is now all done

With stores.delivered by the ton

The weight's so great, that I huve heard
The isltan? now hus disappeared’

Tomiinson'é'Return

Before he hal appeared in them, the GM knew that the
new 2IC had yeturned with his old-fashioned and
voluminous PT shorts, which were a cause for comment
when he was last with the Regiment 7. years ago.

014 Soldiers Never DI D g o ais wiiais i

It would be uncharltable to say bow old Eric Heaton the
Paymagter 1s, but he must be competing for the title
of Woldest man in the Regiment!,. You might think he
~ would have out-grown the habit by now, but he still
runs 5 miles a day, and walks 25-30 miles every weekend.
During the dry weather, when the ground was very hard,

the daily battering he gave himself bruised ‘his heels, F

and they umild not get bettér.. ~Thé RMO eventually in
desmo rationssént Him to see.the specialist, whose:notes
back“to the RMO sdidiMthis:is:the flrst ‘case of
Peterpanltls I have ever seen."
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This last was my most bruising, and my final assignment.
For three years-thoe market in ccnsultancy had been turning
down., Firms were cutting staff daily. If one was not
assigned on new work by Friday night, one was out of work
on Monday morning., Thus, on Friday 9 May 1975, 1 became
redundant, the last survivor of my intake of 6 January 1969,

Redunddancy - Two

The firm gave me four moaths! pay as well as the °
statutory award for redundancy,my wife, bless her, stepped
up her agency nursing income, the children were safely
tucked away in various schools, so there was nothing to do
but stop, like a billiard ball andlook round,

The first reaction was one of immense relief at being
free of the fierce pressures of industrial Iife, It was
bliss, I spent half my time pottering about in the sunshine
around the house and garden, and the other half, determined
to stay free, setting up shop as-a free lance company doctor
cum management consultant cum temporary oxooutive.

I calculated that if I were to work half my time at current
free lance fee rates, I would still be twice as well off as
a payroll man, I would have been too, except that the firms
I approached had no need of such services, Only one, 'a famous
merchant bank in the City, gave me an interview. The sun went
in, May was nearly over.

By the first of June the laék of" COnnectlon between
freedom and money-in-the bank were offetisively plain, ' ‘T had
to get a jobe I took out-my GV, and two personal profiles
(one as an industrialist and one as a civil engineer); tidied
them up, got them fair typed, ran off forty copies, and
adcressed myself ‘to the labour market. The range was far
wifler this -time than seven years ago - 1 knew moré executive
consultant firms, I had friends and ex-cliénts in bu¥iness
and T had altogether more know-how, 'This Yime no-one
guessed my service pension, subtracted it “‘from the rate for
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"TI‘KBE THILT C.&N DO. oo-p . :o" _;.

- Command _:.n the- m:li'tm'y is synomrmous w:r.th managemend -
in industry, and I kiew plenty about the ups and downs of
military command, I joined-the British Institute of
. Management, and. toock out references on industrial and
" buginess mandgement, I read up businéss oonsul‘hancy, and
. learned, that demand was ‘growing at 12% ‘per ‘annume ' I’
Jecided thdt T, could observe, criticise, Yecomnerid , renort

and ,S,mplement in mmgemef‘nt_._ L would becoma a manhgement

i3 copaul‘bant.

. ‘wroi'.e to the Managemont. Consv}tanté' Ass,éclatlon
for “the nates .of nﬁm‘;e% fittis; 1sted ‘them in® order &p"
gairab;liﬁy, and’ started, pp].ying o’ Joii'l at the = s
Hotton of “the 1ist, where one “e6uld “ddguire: é,r)plication
9 rience without losing a  good pros ‘e, - Towards:the
?xf&eqf ’ghq quest, T7£E11 out Wi th an interviewsriing 1
—ru-ck-rr, Proved to hd hot  quite-tall éfisushiftr MeK-hsiy,
and was finally accepted by tho best of the Dritish big four,
2 \ N
Six and a half years of the most stlmulatmg, amusing,
eiiaaustizgn and ugeful” work” :E"ﬁllbﬁéd ITt°ineluded- two
p.gsmgnments in“the Ministry' of Defence” a4t far hishér levels
I d ever have reached as a* ablﬁier, a: woxiderlanﬂ
't.psk in Ugarﬁﬁ which’was i"elﬁnrt.ed somé’ time ago dn’ this™
'J;}]i:'a’mal {(bﬁ'ﬁ not': in‘"ihe“’J rodl’ of : thé* Institution: of
Royal Engineérs , for’ as“prigadier I.ae%:-y présciently - "o
wrote o me Wpolitically'we mustnotioffend’ Gen T4l Aninti)
-+ two company relocation p;ro;mc‘hs; ‘thrée ™ ¢ompany ‘overhauls;
a tonck of” the .ﬂrabian N‘ightp in: Bagdaé s m’!&J a four-smon'bh
ulebr-making ‘task as Admmis*tmtlbn mnager in & eoi Pa
of 1500 employees déep in ‘the Seanlon, country: | There, the
Confederated unions hated cath’ c%irer “%ho hianuals Toathed
the technicals, they in turn. desplsed the clericals, all
unions were atewar with management and the Social Contract
had been a joke since March 1974.
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OFFICERS AND WARRANT OFFICERS SERVING WITH THE REGIMENT

- DOs & QG0s

- Gommandant

2Ic(nesignatej

: Payma s'berf

© Gurkha!Mdjor
Head Clerk

i Asst Trg. Offr!
Gurkha OM
Gurkha Families

. Redraining Offx:

QM(Designate)
A Tp Comd -,
B Tp Cond

C Tp Cond

Gm'kha Ga ptain

GTPQGO T
'SP"I‘PQGO

'ESAT 20_: JUNE 75

Lt Col - Edﬁafrds

J H RE

o MAF J'C Getley RE

‘Mij - N W A Tomlinson RE

. Capt J G . Baker- RE

;Gapt B . Taylor RE
CCapt ~B. P Heaton RAPC
Capt S G Thornborough RAEC
~ M23(QGO) : Bhimbghadyr Gurung MVO
Lt(QG0)  James ... ... Bhujel =7

+Capt (QGO) -Ganesh:, - . .Chhetri

Lt EQGO% Indrakamal - Tamang
Capt(QGO T:Lkara,,} e

e

Capt{QG0) Ichhabahauu;’ Rai  DEM

Mij fji—:: RE
Capt RE
Capt R Jury, - v - iRE
Capt KB Smith EEM " RE
Capt T G~ -Dornan RE
Capt P C Cooper RE
Lt JR  Archibaddy oRE

Capt(QG0) EmbahadurGlrung
b (QGO) Jamsﬁg‘Ral

Lt:® (Q,GO) Takansmg Gurtmg
It SQ,GO) Lokbahadur Gurung
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“Tp:Comd : F=g gif ragt =
ta Capt(QG0) Bhimbahadur Gharti
“1iTp-qQGO Lt IfQ’GO} _Ekbahadur . Gurung
Tp QGO - Lt4:(QG0) Nandalal: : Limbu
‘TH-QG0 - L ";gqeo
Sp Tp QGO/MTO  Capt(QGO

WouHQ@QWDH
)
Y
g
]
B

Kusalsing ©" Gurung
Sunar... - Gurung BEM
ERE 7 'Head Clerk BGD Capt(QGO) “Johntenzing Lepcha
: Dharan : VR LT ¥l by
" Hend Clerk Trg Capt(QG0) Bharatsing: Limbu
‘Centpe Bde of, " | T
Curkhag® ™" Akt 0 L nRLioeR oA
.. Translation Team _ SEEED
L mggpentie Bde” L (QGO) - Balkiriskna. . Pradhan
of Gurkhas . )

4% o5 BGD Bhiran WOL: - Jagbahaduld Pum <~
hNeoud Tewve - i p
| (aco). ° Makardhaj Sahj_ i
Gurkchn WOS:d Trl e

78SM 6%:Sqn:i. | . WO2 Tekbahadur- Gurung
SSM 68 Sqn Wo2 Budhibahadur Gurung
cor@RQMSE s D {0 W02, Premkedar 5  Sherpa
el mdhoELLES (08 W (Nepal leave until Oct 75)
RQMS W02 Hirasing Gurung

,intense excitemen

MEMOIRS OF A JOB«IIUNTING MAN
T e dnsaialtll . wt, Gk g, WU s
by Major R.d. Francis H.E. (Ret'd)

" (The Gurkhe' Bxinicer Reginent 1950-1956 and 1960-1963)

. - Making & Clecan Break :

In my day(%) .the age band for promotion to Lt Col was
37 to0 47.: I was almost half-way through the band and my .
hopes for advancoaent.were .fading. I was far too impatient
0 -serve out extra time on-the touchline, and although 42
was an advanced age for job hunting, it was rot too old,-
Thus the time seeme? to be right for making a gecond career
in -industry-or ‘comigree. . ~Then,, for the first fime, .
redundancies -in-my.age jgroup were declared, The prants would
£111 the.gap botween my sgvings and tha cost of a fully=.
furnished thouse, whilstjong-half of a small pension commubed

and. invested-in gquibies would provide’a long=torm capital.
With profound vegret for the break with the pdst, and with
t forthe ;adventures to come; I left the Army.

H)Réé:;. ,hévolneu 3

"I soon discoyered: thab prospective employers,in business
..rhad a-gpeeific: task.in mind, and. if you gould not do it
properly, by-coffee ime on your first Monday morning, you
wowldinob get the: jebs. and. that no credit whatsoover would
be given-for:potential. - I-tried;civil, éngihéﬁz;i'gg -but had
had enough-of:$he hurly burly of contracting, had nof the
{ brains: for.university teaghing, lacked the range of . "7
wanted-more- than £1,800 Pese,sand had.never been a)product
ob.as g product salesman,

selesman so could.not geb;a job.as : v i

-ATL this, ves, pnpromising ad, rather depreseing, but there
was! one gleaiing altermative, . .°- . 0 . -
TPe mliad: N TR 4 L
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-.* One of .the most prostigious moments jg for the Methuon
Cup. Open to the Navy, Royal Ma¥ines, Royal Air Force,’
Army Corps, Divisions an the Brigade of Gurkhas, it
“attracts the six very best rifle shots in each,  This
Year: Capt (QGO): Embahadury Spr Pahalsing and myself
represented ‘the Roy=l Engineers, Pahalsing agaih shot
magnificiently and the Corps Team was placed 3rd (did
you'see it in the Times?). 'This was the highest place

“ yetachieved, ~ ° . L | i

bz As. I write this, Spr Pahalsing 'is on the Very Short List
. “for the Army Vi11. Whether he is selected or not we.can all

~he very proud: of his achievements and the honour he has

brought to our Regiment, 4 ; 0 A

Capk . (QGO)- Embahadur,: Spr Pahalsing: and myself are
. -representing .the Corps in a team of four in rifle and
EM&hext week, If we.remain’ on forn T: wlll wrlte a brlef
‘hote in the next '\Iewslet‘berl S B R »

_No artlcle on - our- v‘13rt to UKr would be oomplete
without’ o word of thanks:to ‘GEA~members! Wlio hake: glven I
“was hospitality. / John and Berde Freeland errtei'ta&ned us’f
' on' the:ir Lovely farm, . Peteriand Julia Barvey gave lis
\ veleldcious' meals; ‘my parenta—-m-élaw, Colcand’ Mrs’ Iredféi'a,
'hnd E11 ‘of ust o teas General Siz Wilkian & Tedy' Jhokson-*
R,a.vo s meal$ afd invaluable help & encouragementy’ David &
JJane Corsalis entertained-the tgam in Lonlon SO W2
Wmship had twoof the team to stay withi him.in 'Belglum,
‘Mikeand" Jéhny Gaffeny ' . Hank' and’ Juliet Bolren, Charles- and
“Romal » ‘Spottiswoode,  Mike Calvert, Don Versohoyle (and the
. en‘l:iraly isuper Auriol“), Philip: and" PhEL -Cook: and many others
:a.'ll helpad to make our Btay happy and mlaxé(’i

el
P B o34

e : Finally, a Speca.al thankes “to Brig. TIll'a‘. W:Lthall and
- Major Roger-Mundy at Training Brioados. ' Without their
«wo-oparation I-doubt if we would: Tlave comie at al‘i

T

Beitish WOs,~ RQMS: W02 Briggs C " RE
o QT - W02 Riley P J:D RE

QMSI Sigs . W02 'Smith ' JH  EBE

SOMS 67 Sqgn W02 Sidaway ‘D E RE

SQMS 68 Sqn W02 Gath, E . RE
Recently Departed BOs & BORs + .. Dosted to

Capt: R-M - Beazley RE -39 Eng Regt (Airfd)

Capt C A Lowe RE .- 21 Engr Regt

Capt W J Chesshyre RE ZT{Q Northern Ireland
1. PROMOTIONS.Major Capt L E Datty

Capt - Lts " Coopér- and Pinel

2.

ERE

Maj (QGO) Capt(QGO) . Bhimbahadur Gurung MVO
Capt (QG0) It (QG0)  Ichhabahadur Rai  BEM

: . Lt (QGO) Sunar Guring BEM
Lt~ " (QGO). WoR Tekansing Gurung
- WO2 Ekbahadur. Gurung
T-89gt Jamansing Rai

Hon Lt(c00) “Maj (QGO)  Kesarbahadur Limbu
Hon Capt(GGO)Hon Lt(ceo) Kaluszng © Limbu
The follomng were solectml to f111 posts as

shown -Above thelr namGS. Bl DR o T

aZ
;bI

Ce

CEN

S (o Am1n Coy T6BG wef 1 Nov 75

Cc.p't (QGoj Sunar Gurun" e

Translation: Team TOBG: wef- Jun.’%'
Lt(QGO) Balkrishna Pradhan {now in TranslationTeam)
RSM _TCBG wef Mar 76 zen ™ 2 0 s

W02 Budhiman Gurung (npw.SEM:Admin- Coy ‘TCBG) .

- CSM BGTG Kathmandu wef 15 Ma,r 75 . i

SSgt Budhlparsad C—uru.ng , e
W02 (Head Cleri) BGTC Kathmandu wof 1 ee, '75 -

8sgt Manlkumar Pradhan v f_’
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETTNG

The Eighteenth Annual. General Meeting of The Gurkha .
Engineers Association. is-t6 be held at the Fast India
Sports and Public Schadpls Club, 16° St James Square,
London SW1Y 41H at 4.00 pm ‘on Frlday 313t October,

The Agenda w11] be =

Qo

b

Ce
d,

by s
»,

Minutes ‘of the Seventecenth Annual Genera1~Meéting

-held en Friday 10th- Vovenber 1974,

Matters Arls1ng.

Accounts.

Statement by Chairman of the Commlttee.
Changes 1n ‘Committee,

Edltor - MaJOrjM Gaffney RE vice
“Major I A D Thomson MC RE (Retd)

‘Secretary and - MaJor J E Kitching RE vice

'Treasurer Lt Col D H Bowen OBE RE
: Investment Maaor M Tomlinson,RE vice
Secretary MaJor J.C Getley RE

Fleld Officer - Lt Col J F Edwards RE vice.
ex Regt B g T

If anyone has any objectlons or, alxernatlve nomlnatlons
to the above appointments will thoy pleas¢ inform the
Chairman or ‘the;Setretary: before the AGM, .. .-

w iFuture-évents and-entertainments,

Presentations, A i e Y00 )

Anjy - Othér: Business, ;

a1 capitaliZife and life: membersof the Agsociation
arel welcome to attend. Any member who has, a matter he
would like raised and discussed is asked to inform the
Sec:retary.before Friday 4th October i.e,:in time for

the: subject to be discussed by the Committee of the
Aszgociation at thelr meeting on Friday 10 October.

S By =

To me the most gratifying result was that at the end
of the rifle championship the Gurkha Englneers had ten
in. the flrst fourteen in the Corps. 9

Then followed the South East District Meetlng at Wthh
we shot as: guests.. We would have won variocus: grlzes had we

been ellgible desplte a noteable drop 1n our scores,:

- In the six weeks which then proceeded the Army Champion—
ships we attended a two weck RE Scarch Course at Chatbendon
where Colonel Hank Bowen and Major John Kitching looked after
our: interests.. The course was ideally suitable for Gurkhas -

plenty of bangs, little theory and bags of practieal work,
As soon as ‘the course was over cur final preparatlons for
Bisley started in earnest.

. This, year seventy major units-compcted ireiuding
teams from-1/20R, 2/2G, 7GR and last yearts winners 10 GR.
The: Brigade of Gurkhas therefore had, five major units =’a
record, Early in the Championship .it was evident we.were
going to do well, In the Association Cup for SIR we were

placed: third and fin.the IMG ninth.: One or.two: disappointing

toam results followed however and at''the. end -we- finished
twelfth, i -The . four: Gurkha. Infantry -battaliohs: pipped us

vhigch wag disappoimting (10GR:3rd, 2/2 GR 4th, 7GR Pth; > 10GR

10th)y buts verbeat twenby=eight -British Battalionsy every

‘pairs-. (the. first Sappers to do so for filbeen_yearsl), Capt
+(QG0): Enbahadur Gururg was in’ the SMG-finalks. : I -was sizth in

“~ Royal. ﬁxﬁwmréd Corgs reglment«and e ry Corps ‘andr Suppoiting

3

Arms tﬁam3¢

Inﬂividualswwho won métais meré'capt Brlan,iny&nr4and
Sgt Khaikabahadur,Limbu 10th: in the IMGMatch “oub -of:;R00

the Moving %arget Match; . Spr- Pahalsing was. second in ‘the
Rifle Second Stag and Second in tho Army Hundred Cpp (you

may have seen his mame . in the Timesl);  Spr- Pahalsing, Brian
Taylor and myself finished 13th 70tk and 38th respectively

in the, Army Hundred. Pahalsing won the 9 -Trg Regt Corps
being the highest placed Sapper.
" , - 23 .



THE_SHOOTING TEAM IN ENGLAND
by Major H.E, VIALOU CLARK RE

Many reoders wilt know- that this-year -the - Regiment.sent ...
a shooting team of 13 to England to complete in the Royal
Engineers Central Meeting and the Army Championships at Bisley,

How this was achieved is a separate story; suffice to say we -

came, saw and conquered,

Writing this so soon after the Army Championships I may
be forgiven, perhaps, for sounding a trifle excited But I will
attempt to give the facts and let them speak for themselves,

In mid April the Commandant deciced the Gurkha Engineers
should be represented in UK for the first time. There followed

frantic signals to important friends and on 28 April We took

off from Kai Tak., On arrival I found a great-deal of help..
was awaiting us. We 2rew from Dridpasceed>ur own Land Rover

and 4 tonner, weapons on? ammmition irom the Training Regiments -

and within eight days were competing in the Royal Engineers
meeting, Some of the main results were -

Major Unit Championship ~ 1st
Major Unit Section Match - 1lst
Rifle Team Match T = o - 1st
IMG Match - 1st
SMG Match = " 1st
Minor Unit Section Match (67 Sqn) - 1lst

- Pistol Team Match - - 1st
Champion Team Match - Capt (QGO) Embehnﬂur Gurung
Carps Rifle Champion ~ Capt (QGO) Embahedur Gurung
Corps 8%” Champion ~ Capt (QGO) Embahadur Gurung
IM: Winners - Spr Pratansing Thapa

Spr Pahalsing Thapa

Corps B Class Chempion - Spr Bhaktorbshadur Rai
Corps ‘B ‘Clas Runuer-up - Spr Taradhoj Ral -

Corps Young Soldier Champion =~ Spr Bhaktorbahadur Rail
Corps Young Soldier Runner-U; - Spr Tarachoj Rai
Targett Rifle Champion ~ Capt B Taylor RE

= Pon_

GEA & GBA ACTIVITILS

et Ak e

- GEA Annual Mixed Party at Mlnley Mnnor on Frlday 26th

September 1975 at 7.30 for 8,15 pm. Dress -"Blick Tie:’

"~ Cost £4.00 per head. ~Please send-the attaehed«appllcatlmm
”3form to Charles Spottiswoode by bth'Septemberen:  isirr

,,,,,,

G B Dlnner on Frlﬂay 315t Ubtober 1975 at the Bast India
Sports & Publlc Schools Club, 16.8%t James Square at 7.00 pm
for 7.30, "Black tie and mlniatures. Cost will be £6,00 to
include cost of a three course méesl with wine nnd glass of
port, AppllC°t10n far tickets should be made ‘to:- Faon

Lt Col, I. M. Elliott OEE,
AAG Brigade ef Gurkhas,
- Ministry of -Defence, ..
" Lonsdoune House,
‘'Bérkeley Square, London, WIX 6AA.

members'attending the ‘dinner who-wish to stay in the Bast:
India Sports & Public ‘School Club on Priday 3lst October
may apply to the Secretary of the Club for a bedroom '
qccommodutlon (Tel 01-930—1000)

There is seutlng at the Club for a max1qum of 110.
Appllcation for tickets wlll close on’ Frlﬂﬂy 2/th October.

GOR PARTY on Friday 14th 1ovember at RSIE to co1xciue
with ths Comanants visit to the B in Cs conference.

TTthe GELO will B¢ able 16 mive detnils nesrer ” the “ante,

-19 -



GURKHAS ON UK COURSES - 1976

NO. .

JAN | FEB |MAR © APR | MAY | JUN JUL | AUG ‘SEP0OT-NOV :DEG

21155506
R1L58134: -

2;;4@9905f
211574

21155427
21158717
21158715
21158036
21158133

21154781 -
21157637

21158070
21159402
21158947
21154797

-0%L; .+, CHITRABAHADIR
SSGT¢  SHERBAHADUR.
SPR .| SANGDORJE
LCPL ~ KASTRAM -

SPR  SURJABAHADUR
SPR  MINBAHADUR:
SPR  SHAMSHERJANG °
ICPL  MAHEIDRASING
ICPL. LILAMBAR ..
SPR MANIRAM

ICPL  KULBAHADUR.
*SPR MAHENDRAPARSAD

| #SPR BHAGAWATIPARSAD |

#CPL CHANDRABAHADUR

LGPL ¢ MANILAL® - . .

THAPA. -

THAPA

THAPA .

GURUNG
GURUNG
GURUNG-

KHATRT *
GURUNG
 THAPA

THAPA
_TAVANG

GURUNG
PRADHAN
GURUNG

_Svy Engr. T2 8 Sep

Cbt Engr Bl 23 Oct
B | P |

Fhr Bog 41 21 Jul

" o "

POM Al 24, Nov.

n "

Ftr RE A2 10 Wov,
Cbt-Engr Bl

POM A2

Cﬁt Sig EE'EI

C&JB2 15 Sep
Des Asst 3

POM A2

C of W(E)

—————y »

-

5 -

FAR

26 5o

£33

18

Mg 77

# Barmarked
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1972 M
22 October -

5 November
2 December

5 January ¢

Fehruary
March

< April
May

BRITAIN - NEPAL soeiﬁ‘f
l975/76 Prqgramme

Alplne CIub. Major;K.B;S Kent will glve an
illustrated. talkionExpedition Pldihning i Nepdl.

Royal Overseas .League.,.. Annual General Meefingr\;m;

Alplne Club. To be flnallsed e &4

The Commlttee hope to arrance the £ollow1ng s
‘meetings’ id 1976:" ' ;

Mo jor: Jon- Fleming, leader-of thei joint:British C ;i
Army an”? Royal Jepalece Army team who are,gllmblng

. Wiptse tHis year as a- "hlgh altitude réhearsal" )
- for. Bverest: in 1976 " T osldad WE LS

Nepall Supper,, . -
Dy Bob Fleming - B:ers in Nepal,

i Roger Catchpole Tibetan Refugees in' Nepal.

To be decided, ~

The memittca hope Hhat’ £t will be posditd " =T

to arrwnge for a” showing of the Nepalese film

. of "W King of Nepal's: Coronationiin' the:s

= Autumn or New, Yeary: o

Books

;;;;;

The follow1ng books have been wrltten by members

_of - the; Society:~ - cLidorin ON L b

Nothing Venture, Nothing Win, by Sir Edmund Hllary

(Hodder & Stoughton, &4350) Mareh®1975:ct v =L T Lo

‘Klngdom in" the" Sky “The Story of a British
Medical Team’in:Nepal by Dr John Cunninghamy © = i+

with a forward by Lord Hunt, (Souvenir Press, Ltd

-85 Vortimer Street London WIV 8HP, " £4) March 1965.

Himalayan Tradbres Tife in Higﬁlan; Nepal, by

-t . :Christopher-von FTirer-Haimendorf, Illustratlons
s+ and Maps, (John Murray: -£7.50) 29 May 1975 °
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This is the last Newsletter jproducediby me. At
Dominie: Verschoyle's wedding, John Kitching towered L
massively. oyerMike Gaffney who speedilyrgonfirmed his
earlier offer to take over the Editorship. So the next
few issues of" the' Newsletter' will- be’ produced’ by Mike,
who is arman of many, and yaried, talents,.nok::the. least*-
of .which. is that he is a 11nqals't = almost a Ma.rallnmnst
(Sungei.’ Bes:L i joke ) At ’Phlilb % T eda Rich's’ o

wedding,;which was an. all.Guides. Infantry-affait, ene: ‘ou:ch

silver-haired Colonel began his speech "I don!t, know, |
whether %6 give-this‘speech'in- English} - Urdid,” Gurkhal
or Pushtuyy; but anyway.I'll.settle.for. Englmsh\ SOTed ¢
us hope that Mike makes a 31m11ar ch01ce.

...................... IRIIVICIEN PRt

;;;;;;;;;;;;

seen tfemendous changes in the GEA The orlglnal

sugges tlon of Gil-Roach and- John “Edwards for an' enlanged L

................

ment of the present committee under Malcolm Gampbell.
Madcolm ahd Gil-and-later-Hank -Bowen: who took over as
subucrlptlonéaénd 1nvested them can.nlly when the stock
market wHs at-its:lowest:  -The finances &f “the GEA are”
now on a sound footing. The last five years have also
seefnn the welcome introduction of Associate Members.

Bigger and better Minley-type parties have been run; !
the party at the Staff College to mark the 25th
Anniversary was particularly memorable.

As for the Regiment, you can see from the Regimental
Newsletters, that it is in excellent fettle, in fact nearly
as good as when I was in it, though in those days we didn't
go around winning the Nepal Cup and coming 12th at Bisley.

_CHANGE OF ADDRESS R

Maj D  Verchoyle RE - 30 Way ‘Lane, Wate“ ‘each Cambridge

Lt Col & Mrs J F Allen - Ayaon South Farm, Ayeon, Corbridgs;.:
L Northpmberland. fTel Gorbrlug'en 2130 .-

’74 Engr Regt ('ﬁ') Girdwood Park
Qelfast BFP'O 8 i

Maj LE Ba’é"by‘ RE oY ¢ L e Gurkﬂa,a Englneers, Hong Kong.
i1 G Toe ’7 Oanteﬂmi'y AveT Ely-‘. Tel ELy 4722

Maj 2 Getley RE - 6 Reéford Garden\ ,:..f
E’hnburgh,. soenng” b

Loy i

Maj P.CRird o -3 8, Wil“‘e;‘nesa, Mpunt,c. Sevenoaksl,r ant.

el 0732-52647, .

valier Drive, Ghester, CHL 5JY.
ester 3 1,430, i

Maj ¥ Sewell REw id o i 75 Engincer Regiment(VY; Oldham Rd,
Failsworth, Manchester;:M35 OBH.
. Tel, 06:1,-681-3930. -

3 fChattendon, Rochcster,'

iss Jean lane
MS J ﬁ_;['?'LPE

I pendeeb n

PRtolul 7:‘; ST

Maj J E Kltchlng RE -

{ 5 Prmcée 'Pléco, ‘New 'Milton, Hants,
~ BH,25. SBZ. LuTel. 0425-6172.42

Maj P C G ; pmt. ' 437 sp Sqn ‘?E, 13:5?“40 36' :
Gapt J A *ﬂmf'Q ﬁE ng £

vl 2
Brooks Ri-.
Sgt(Retd 1973) -~ ¢

b Westcott Hall,
Yorks,



Ex WOL COW who at_one time hal 70°Squ Workshops, Klueng, ond

spent ‘some’ time with’ one of ‘the Sqns ‘ih Hong Kong priérito

his Workshop post, was in attendance at.thé above doy and -
gave me great assistance at a"CARDINAL PUFF SESSION™, Tom
is now with the local ¢ouncil down that way. | 3

Eric Bourne

}hiriné.;ggmple;teﬁa a tour in Brompton as WO‘l'lf:Ltter ins\tmct‘or i

i8 on his way back .to Germany with Carol and family, =~

Harry Wc;od ] .

Althoygh never with the Regt, did a tour in Nepal as MFP
and ot one stage was earmarked to replace me as MPF:70 :Sqn
bt it never-came offs - A ‘strong susporter of ill ‘things

Girkha, *Ho is at present WOl (MPF) at Wainscott,a handy - - -

chap to ¥npu in’ the Plant Werld,

"Yobby Clark" . A .
Ode time Signals WO11 at Kluang, now WO1 in Signals Wing
Chatham,is due to finish shortly. He vas the only Brit

T evér say in Kluang that wore a Kilt at a UBURNS BAHADURM
night. 'Rumour has it that on retirement he.iS.to take up
the post of chiof Haggis Inspector up in the HEELANDS
sgmevhere, . " -

Fred Hughes

Ex Eleoctrical Sgt in 70 Sqn Workshops 18 now RGNS at, fhe |

Postal Depot, Mill Hill; due to finish shortly.” He and =

Joan are living out at Whetstone at present. So the foral
.hére is "Post Early for Xmas." ;

= 38 =

---- One ‘field-where the Committes seem—to-be ‘s¢oring “Tess
than & possible-is the-parbties for the GORss - These-parties
have-been tited in-Chatham, - Tondon & Farnborough.-—Each~
time the sameé hard core of regular supporters turn up, ;
but there never seem to be any new faceés. Even when’ the'
party for the shooting team was given at Farnborough, many
of the members living within a very short distance did not
atterid. Fubure entertainments will be discussed agaif at
the next AGM (again always attended by the same faithfirl
few) but it appears’ that there is'no support for afy GOR -
party .outside Chatham, i - = & ! vl

‘The .agenda for.the AGM, which will be at the East India
& Sporting Club’ in"St. James Square as the Senior has unfortu-
nately closed downy is given on page 18. Due to the enormous
postal charges involved, separate agendas will not be sent
out to members thig year and this Newslebier will be the only
notification of the AGM which you will get. It is hoped ‘that
in future all GEA annpuncements, agendas, minutes et will be’
done through the Newsletter thus saving possibly £10 a year "
on postage. e ' R =

There have been a number of changes in the GEA
Committee and more are proposed - see page 18, Particular
thanks must be given to Hank Bowen who bas put in a great
deal of hard . and constructive work as Secretary/
Treasurer. No BO has done more for the Regiment over the
years than Hank and he-crowned this by his work'as GEA.
Secretary. Peter Druitt proved to be an’excellent GELO,
devoting much time and effort to the GORs:' Finally :John
Getley after an exhausting spell as Investment Seeretary
hag handed over to Nick Tomlinson before starting his
fifth tour with Gurkhas. ' John Edvards takes over from -
Charlés Spottiswoode as the Field Officer recently
Teturnod om the Regiment, Then, of course the
admirable Gaffney takes over from me.

= B



Also attached to this Newslp:bter are three
loose sheets for your information and indeed urgent

ASSOCTATE MEMBERS NEWS

action in the case of the application form for the GEA,. o H
Annual Party at Minley on 26th September. Please send : —-—M—-l}-—-i-ﬂgl—e " §

the application form plus cheque to Charles Spottiswoode
not later than 6th September sq that he can make arrange-

ments in good time tor another super party. “John Edvards

hopes to be at the riinley party and will presumably be able

to give further information on the two pictures from.
laverock Reprographics Ltd. Details are also given about a
book called "4 Pride of Gurkhas' which appears to be a
glorification of God's Own, and will conséquently appeal to
the ‘ecumenically minded as well as those wwlo have a:love of

Gurkhas, Seeley; Service & Coope TLtd -will offer a discount I thought) "Hindle couldn't hit a buffalo in the backside
o GEA members and also-offer a small comnission . on every with a bag of rice." I Tt
book sold for the-Regimental funds, P e : O CTR e L (U E 5 Fakseide 25 &

VAR Rl e TR R I T T R e Tt was a’congtant surprise to.many -people how I qualified

- The article en Kluang Revisited" was written by. B e D i g P g W
Stevon Holbon, who. vas in, the Ariy AT Gotbs in, Kluang each yeary T iwill-newitell you my iterrible secret. AS you. .

and receiyed the AFC for helicopfer evacua & durifig _

A few weeks ago T heard from a ususlly reliable source that

Major H. VG:and-his happy band of "GUN SLINGERSY were in. the,.

Chatham aréa. As I happened to,be passing.there on my way
from Luton to Inverness I popped in to pay my respects to
this trigger ha»py gang.

I was nevor great shakes with the gun things; I recalla -

certain Chief Instructor watching me perform at the annual °
range, remark £0 my OC in a stage whisper (rather wnkindly

probablyknow (or-should :do)wone part ;of my anpnual range |

ordeal was to fire, I think, 5 shebs from way-way bagck, run | "

thg K:!.uang floods. The article came via Poter ﬂ';h‘taél'c like the clappers cown the range, flop down breathless, “Pire
and Gil Roach, 5 more, up and away down the range repeating this:operation...
at each stop, I.gave this ﬁoblam a lot of thought and fsond -

the answer, A1l the way’'d the fange T 'wotld'go through =

Before: I lay down my editorial fibre-tip for the'
last time, I must. thank everyong for their support oyer L ey’ down the range 1 ’ 1 97
the last fiye years; -The Regiment has never failed to the motions until T was within spitbing distance of the tdéget
and amusing-articles and 'fillersi; m}lyﬁlew@r‘? ‘have eyes shu'h{l » l«]ith “this’ ‘pl_f_)! ging.} a ‘trusted’ eofirade’ (E_Lominai-. ki
regularly: sent.in articles; and. the Fa'"hﬂa?;- Gosszp' and . ® fee 3 large Anchors in'the“mdss) poki.ng-’-a:rpenc&li:throught_a few
Associa;te_.-hiegtbaxg_. News- gontinues. to, flourish, A '1,1911.,635' P times as decently near centre as he could on the target; (I-got

people have -been yery: kind: in, their. comments about the [ . by. T
NewsLetter,: and.I: m surc:; that everyone will give Mike > et

st they. giv I was alyays in.consta

! in, ¢ nt fear of being picked i‘or_i':he Regjs_la
shooting team Tf h '

oncil work, anid/my blind burstwete =

Gaffney the:same-help: and encourangement,

: too goody e :
BT by s 2 TR VEED B BB He ; Fiao gl y A
But back to the shooting team at Bromptoh, an‘imprémptw : &
Gurkha Party had been laid on and ahyone in the Chatham
A area with connections (with the Regiment) were invited

along to this most enjoyable evening.
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John & Tricia Rich have returned to UK and are in’
Edinburgh until Octoeber. .They hope to Qntértain
any Gurkhas in the area. 3

chk & Pam Flancls and the famlly are all in splendid
good health, Adrian got his scholarship and has done
‘a year at MEllfield, Hugh passed.into Sherborne (sensible -
fellow! Ed) this. last:time, and Guy-is:bottom .of his =
class still at Sherborne Prep. - Pam nurses Monty (hthelfJ)
throee nights a week and a Colonel Rose at Churt seven visits
an Week r chk started work for SuIZer Bros on’ 4th &ugustf

John Engllsh*s eldest daughter Gathy has got a scholarshlp :
to Christs Hospital in Hertford. Some of John's herd had TB
but thls ha& now been eradlcated and ncw;raplacement_cows'bought.

Duncan Morris  wmrites "I w111 probably be endlng my contr&ct
in The Gambia aiter one year -rather than-two becsuse there'is
very little proper\ engineering work to be done here. So, come
Septémber or Octobery-I will ‘be-looking for:another: -Job,— =
preferably in the Far East. I have applied for a job'in Nepal
with a Canadian firm'of consultlng ‘engineers and secm'to have
‘been shOrt—listod. I\koep my flngers crossed My rogards to
all those who may romember ma.“"

Murrax Dunne wroto to ﬁhnk Bowen in Anrll asklng 1f he knew;
of any 'first class! offigers who are looking for quite
reasonable jobs in tralnlng - opcnlng salary not too good
but- prospects 1mprov1ng. ~-;’.7~' SR E ;r,w”ggfgxa:v*
John (S J.)E Edwards wrltcs Bram ﬂuatralla to say that
~Janet ig about to make -him a gfgpdfather again, Ann is: -
happily married to an accountant:while Guy is still 91nglo -
he seems to prefer to play the field:, :
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REGIMENTAL NEWSLETTER

by THE COMMANDANT
1 JAN — 30 JUNE 75

The. De;ence Review was -published in March, and its
possible repercussions have -overshadowed this porlod ‘The
cffects of the Review on, the Hong Kong Garrison are not yet
clear, as the, Brltlsh and Hong Keng Governments are still
arguing about cost-sharing, and the force level is still in
doubt.. As far as the Brigade of Gurkhas is.concerned, we
knoyw. that we hayerte, Lose: 1000-men by 1978; but how that is
to be ach;eved depepds on: the fore levels' in Hong Kong, and
the. deoloynent of ;. Gurkha Infantry battallons, also not yet
de01ded ~As the dust begins to:settle, . certain criteria
about the chlment ‘have begome : firm enough to start planning.
We arc.almest: :certain-to retain two field squadrons.  We dre’
unlikely -to:lese a' -significant number of Gurkhas, and in the:
long term could éven:enjoy-an.increase in Gurkha manpower, 54
(Hong Kong) Support Squadron RE and HQRE definitely. disappear,
and their-functions are to’'be assumed by the Regiment. The
organisationiwe:are now.planning leaved the.two field. squadrons
much as they-are; :but with:further centralisation to conserve
MANPOWET s vIn+add1tlon we hope to form a+~HQ Sqn which will
include the-present HQ;the-Training Wing and the rump of -
54 Squadron, leoking remarkably like a conventional support :
squadrony albgit- dlmlnutlve._ RHQ, with the addition of an
10, will take overthe HQRE function. The accommodation
plot is.another problem, and I will leave my successor to
reacrt on that. .. b

The fir st flve months of thls perlod were epent .on
engineer projects of- various descriptions, 68 Squadron was
entirely.absorbed:; with the Border Camp on Peng Chau. This
represented a_real m;lestone in our engineering history.

It is the first time to have built a full scale camp in
permanent construction, including all services from scratch.
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Of course there were . problens;,- not.least the fact that all
materinls had to be moved to the site by- landing craft,
but standard of work 1nproved ‘as we went’ along., Walking
around the brick built buildings it is possible to "datem
the plastering, from the vavy effect of the early days, to
the impeccable finish: téwards -the ‘end, ~ The final® result
is most impressive, and the Major Géneral had ‘Some kind .
things %o say when he openéd the ‘canp by mvaa.lmg a’ plaque,
accompanied by the traditional bang, on 23" Jine, Meahwhile
67 Squadron has ‘completed a bewildering variety of minop-
military and community relations preaect&.. Amongstother

things, ‘they havé built a-bdiley-bridge on T8ing Yi Island,_

and providsd fleating. jetties! for’ the Tian'au festival,
They.have 'built playihg'ficlds’ and dug-wells Tor's Red Cross®
‘handicapped children’s, camp site onilan Tau; and a-road for-
the! Gasfle Peak Hospital home? farmy - They hae placedn ©
Sioux-helicoptec: on thei#oofi of ithe Aviation ‘Squadironts

office,nnd a.5 ton ginker.as ‘anlanchbrage-for an Avmy< =

oungd yucht :at Tyefun: They:-have. renovated  the old
‘leprosorlum.buildings ‘on HeirKing Chaw.to provide a - .
Sandes Home:in Hong:Korg, and-carfied out a-pilot. “Schend

of two and half:kilometres.of bounddry markers;:.forithe =
Sastle: Peak Range, ‘with«the help of nules, "in ‘Soms of the '
rostirugged ‘terpitory in diong‘Kongd -Meanwhilé they hive
Zept the Border:!works gdingy fand put“inpscvora1 trcep i
tecks rof wark -on: the continuing (Castle Pedk ‘rangde .project.:
3oth: Squadrona ‘have: Been “invélved .in ‘their affiliated "
rigede excreisosy and 67 Squadron provided @ medium il

girder bridge demonstration, variocus bangs, and -the ehemy:‘ 4

for a Queens Birthday Tattoo. Everyone was involved in -
yroviding a camp for 2000 Vietnamese refugees, Naturally
-t happened ‘ati a week-end, and John Worthington, the -
field officer ofthe week hagtily doployed the duty and -
stand-by troops, -and then:formed up an-hoc “troops from
anyone clse he would find, as stores became available.

il . %

Richard & Val. Ma.rrlott have been in Gloucestershlre for over
two yoars now. IZ! may well move Richard to London or Paris
(or anywhere! Ed), Val likes the thought of Paris, partly
because her French is rather better - than Rlchard's._‘

John & Berde Freeland contlnuc to farm happily and*reasonably
prosperously in Hampshire, - Ian now goes to the: local comprehen—
31Ve'where ‘he, dee; well and is very happy. g ! ;

Ian Igomson has been ochpled in nov1ng hlS mothes down from
Doghouse Brldgo in Hartley W1ntney to the flat dlrectly under—
neath his . in. Hove, ok o - il

Rl oY e T y-,

.«g:JOhn & Carol Kltchlnpw haye reorganlsed thelr accomrodatlon;f
at Pitton. Having imported both in-laws who now live side-

by=side, John: sold his house and caused an extcn31on to be
built onto Garol's- parents hOuSooQ' . : :

\Hank & Jullet Bawen : plus childrcn spent a very cnaoyable o
TEaster wﬁ,th John-and :Borde Freeland at Doyley Manor, @ All:

the chlldren got on very well -together .and -there was sufflolent
snow ; for them to; play snowballs and build snowmen without . Hank
and John ‘being requlred to dig: themselves out., Cliwve has
passcd his entrance test to St. Lawrence Golleoe, Ramsgate, so
he, and Paul will go therec.this September. Glaireﬁis;ggipgrtg
Wadhursd ‘at the same tlme., B P i f,*' 1% e

Jonathan & Kate Forbes write that they‘wcre dellghted to
receive the silver cigarett. lighter which Officers of the
Regiment -gave them. Tt is 'suitably engraved and will, dlways -

be prominent in.their home.-.. Jonathan wants fo thank ¥sabaiharu'
for the lovely momento of good tImes :An the Far East with- the
Reginment. 3 . 3

~ 35—



FAMILY GOSSIP

Douglas & Margaret Humphrey have joined the impoverished ranks
of proparty owners by -buying a house on the outskirts of Ely

15 miles north of Cambridge. After only a year in the same house

he is' changing jobs in March from being Adjutant of 29 Engineer
Regiment (Airfields) to become Training Major of 73 Engincer
Regiment (v) at Nottingham. Margaret and the two children will
remain in Ely and Doug will commute at weekends or whenever the
job allows. Doug writes.

"In01denta11y Dominic' Verschoyle has joincd as one: of " the Sqn Comd

and Richard Beazlecy joing in June- -ay, Dominics 2IC! "Quite a
lscal .stronghold of GEA. Wo also have a lot of contact with
Lt David Paul from-12 Engr Bde Trials Team, David Paml was the
CofW(C) with 67 Sqn in Horpg Kohg.® My present Staff A8sistant,
WOl Borlasc scrved with the 74 Fd Park Sqn in Sungei Bosi from
'57-159. The Goloncl thinks there's a GEA takeover bid taking
place - ‘ -

Jim & Sue Stuart. Sue produced another son -'Jenathan. They
now have a front row and are starting on the remainder of the
team. John finds Camberley hard work ‘but fun, and doesn't scem
to. be making too much of a nonsense of it.

Joln & Maureen Allen have brought an old coaching imand have
always sparc beds plus- spade for: codgehes, horses & dogs! They
ares both 5icll.Deir dre is ‘8til1l worklng for Matrk ‘McCormacg!: and
Michacl "is back from Australia & Japan, Patrick is working for
Mawcos and is still in Wiltshire. Gtp m Er

Mike Cdvert has bought a house in Chiswick - '6 Whitehall Park
lece, although he only uses it for parties and for sdmewhere
to: pubt his model railways, He-continmies to live in’"West
Kni ghisbridge® as the rent on his 0ld Brompton Road flat is
prrotectéd and consequently very cheap.
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He and his "voluntedrs" seaicl‘o be doing so well,

that I left them to it, and corlSinued with my golf
match! It was a remarkable achicvenent: 7 GR put

up all the tents and wire, and w provided domestic
and security lightin:, . water swply, showers.
latrines and..aceess roads and hadstandings, all within
24 hrs. Subseguently we had to leave a troop at the
camp site for 10 days to improve acilities, hopefully
using the Victnamesc as labour. Tey werc not very
willing, and Tom Dornan, a large oificer, had to
threaten one or two of them physicsily bofore- they
would wicld shovels GS.

I wrote abeut 67 Squadron in Slomon Islands in'my
last newsletter, but I believe Exeicise Verbalisc
deserves a' further mention.  The Suadron (in fact two
troops -of 67 and one of 68), evenbally completed their
projects at Munda, and departed lewing cnornous goodwill,
In retrospect I quail at the adminstrative problems with
vhich they were faced, but the faci that they were so
successful is a tribute to the veratility and ability
to improvise, that we have developd over the years.
Vlrtmlly the entire population of funda turncd. out to see
them go. On arrival in Homaira, te Capital, they
prepared .for a cercmonial parade cttended by the Commander
British Forces Hong Kong, o a Puc¢:.fic tour, and the
Governor.. The CBF was heard to<s 37 to the Governor that
it was remarkable that a Sauadron jo recontly returned
from a very jungly. exerc:l.ae, could put on such a parade.
At the time of writing, our divers arc in Brunei
demolishing two more oil rigs, ané we have a recce party .
in the New Hebrides. . I hope 'the Naw Hebrides will follow
the same pattern as the Solomons. Ls in the Solomons,
we have sent a strong recee party, sn officer and six
to carry out a minor project as an ezrncst of sur ability, .
and to look. for further projects foir a major exercise.
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next year. In addition we are nearly certain to have a’ We had onc other call to maks after Suzy. We drove out

troop exercise in the Philippines, under SEATO ausplces, to the Revertox planation to Russ Clarke's old house

in January, and another ngadron exercise in Brunei in vhere the Kluang Club barman had told us to find Mike
mid 76. These overseas exercises represent the jam on Lockyer. The Lockyers had regrettably gone away for

the bread and butter of our engineer work in Hong Kong, the week-end, but we left a note. That superb planter's
and long may thev continue, ) house stands there unchanged. The dog and cats gave us

a great welcome. I stood in front of it and:remembered
all the astronomic thrashes that had occurred in the
past, but now there was silence except for the wind
sighing through the rubber tress massed on: all aides.

We are now in the midst of retraining. Apart from
the basic things such as our annual range course and battle
PE tests the theme this year is unit training. Various
courses -are being run, and the Squaarons are busy training
up the remainder of their men in preparation for a series
of exercises: to be run in the last month of retraining,
Each Squadron will carry out an engiheeriand an: infantry
exercise, and the finale will be a Regimental exercise
combining both engineer and infantry tasks. The exercises
are being set. by HQRE, and the people who will really .

I filled up with petrol at the Sunrise Shell Station -
cheaper than Singaporc.. We took a ‘ldst look at the
"K1luang" stone plinth by the roadside ‘and headed South

-(Soletan) through the rubber treges. We :may go back to
sec the Lockyers if they contact us.  Whether we do or

work hard, are the. members of the joint HQRE/RHQ control~ not -to us it was a pretty unique day and we won't
organlsatlon, who will: be deployed throughout all: flve forget i, ; i
eyerelsgs. : . At a barbeque in Noo Soon last night a Gordons -

In the gporting field; we have devoted ah enormous - Officer said to me "What on earth did you want to
amount, some would say an: unreasonablo amount, ‘of effort . visit Kluang for, Pretty scruffy, dull sort.of place“
to shooting. 'Under: Harry Vialou-Clark's dedlcated and ] ‘
ruthless iaadershlp, the shootlng team has produced . sone " s - T dldnlt bother to-tell him.

remarkable réesults. In the Hong Kong Central Meeting,
the team won more silver than ‘ahy other unit, but did
not do well enough in the major unit team event to gain _ -

the right to''go’ to Bislay, However by sleight of hand  George Thompson, ex-QM now -in Northern Ircland sent

Absent Friends

we Mmanaged to send ‘the team hame,where they ¢leaned up . a picture postaard of Belfast to the Commandants On -,

11 major trophies and 49 individual prizes at the RERA the back,-all it said was "Wish you were-heres" -
meeting, and did very creditably at Bisley. Perhaps Siniie UT 2F G AR
the most gratlfylng achievements were winning the major
unit team event, and Capt (QGO) Embahadur Gurung’ .-The: British.Sergeants Mess -sent the following message: :
becomlng Chanipion-at-Arms, at the RERA ‘méetings; > to Bill Chesshyre 2IC 68 Squadron, on the oceasion gf'
coming 12th out of 65 teams in the major units. competltlon -hi:s wedding.,  "Onece g 2IC, always @ 2IC seersvsiossass™s
at Bisley, beating 28 infantry battalions; and being the ; . ;

top non-infantry unit; having three in the Army Hundred, &

Wedding Message

Py s
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and as all the signs arc blue and yellow I presume it
is inhabited by Malay "trucky" officers. The whole of
the camp area on the North of the field is crowled with
soldiery and there are more checkpoints. -Malaysia is .
certainly taking the CT's seriously. ES i

" We had planned to-have lunch at the/New Kluarig ‘Hotel
but decided to have a Iosk at the town centre beiore doing
So. ‘This bit of Kluang comes straight from. the old days,
not a dead rat - out of place, - The-rows of Mercedes taxes
are porked with "Korota Sowa Bandar Kluang Joher® painted
in whitesquares on their doors, many of them very ancient;
the, shops arc the same exactly, and my favourite shoemaker
sti11 plios his trade in Jalan Station. The Asia ‘smelb
the samo, as did everything else. I called on Sin You: the
shotographer, but he was at a Regimental- function - ‘the
Malay Army obviously woos him as much as we did, -We went
to ‘seé Cheon' Long who ‘was delighted to see us and séll-us

fon

aome ¥amboo pattern-glasses whichiwe aré unable to buy-in

dingapore; all our'old ones gob'bust in'the dishwasher in

Germany, -He sgys trade is OK but‘that:the Malay-Aviy buys

_{fifferent- things from the Brits and he is lumbered:with a
“Btack of Pyrex dishes which I just’ stopped Werdy - firom. buying.
" Liinch &t -the Wow Kluang - Chinese stylé =was up to

Btag{ig;rd: not” too‘expensive, -T got- the impression thaty
Vot In SAIL ® brothal wetair, o nw o

. 'Affer lunch'we went back. into'town to find:Suzy:our
‘514 Amsh. The Tickety bridge’over:thé Sungei Ménkibol:

has been renewed but her kampong house which hearly gob
tlemolished in the Dec 69 floods is still standing, They've
_had no bad floods since, Suzy was delighted to sée us and
“jgave us a great welcome,- We-sat on her véranddh and drank
‘¥izzy orange and she:talked a'dog's hind/leg off. -Ironically
“her Husband and (now married) grown up ' daughter areworking
in Singapore while she stays’'at home~ to Yook after her
wemaining 7 children, There was much reminiscing and
nostalgia, E .
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Spr Pahalsing Thapa being selected for the Army Eight;
forming half of the Royal Engineer team that came third
in the Methuen Cup, higher than the Corps hascovor come
before. In football, we were knocked out in the first
round of the Nepal Cup by the eventual winners, 1/2-GR,
but won the. Major Units league after a play-off against
the RAF, After two-years of running-up, we won the
Land Forces badminton knock-out, In golf we won the
Repimental 4 - ball, and Brigade of Gurkhas Inter- .
Regimental trophies. The latter vistory will please
Tony Kerr, whose name appears on the trophy for all
five years he.was with the Regiment; we won it this
year thanks to Tom Dornan and John Archibald, J ohn )
Worthington worked very hard with bur ceross—country and
khud race teams, and although we failed to ‘beat any of
the Gurkha battalions, we were very close behind “them,
and were certainly not humilated as we had been the - -
provious year, Add to this our considerable success ;
in. orienteering; -and I 2w sure. we will Be ruming o
victory in the years to come. We did not repeat our
succosses in hockey of previous years, but’68 Squadron
managed to win the 48 Brigade minor units league. .

The most sigmi‘ican’o clepar'ﬁqre ﬁlﬂ‘lngthis perisd

" has ‘heen the Gurkha Major, Kesarbahadur Linbu, Hls

retirement represented the end of an era, as‘he was the

- last.man of the Regiment. o have served other than in'

The Gurkhs.Engincers, He left us cheerfully and with °
groat dignity after some memorable farcwell parties.
TPerhaps -the most memorable was his departure from the
British Sergeants Mess, in a rickshaw pulled by a 615"
Staff Sorgeant. :Typically he refused to relinquish his
résponsibility until the. last minute ahd we created a.
now tradition, when he. personally placed his badges of
rank on the now GM's. shoulder, after he had _inspected

the Quarter Guard for the last time, and before he
climbed into the staff car. to leave us forevers

€
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Over the nrevisus tWwo yearsy he had been the moving
spirit. in. extending our cinema, by'self-help, to
produce. & large. hall capable of holding a complete
squadron, and including an indoor badminton court.

At the opening ceremony, unknown to him beforohand,

it was christencd the "Kesarbahadur Hall.™ At his
farewell Retreat he. preséhtea a handsome badminton
trophy . to the Reglment. ‘He has been honoured with

the rank of. Hon Lt, ahd at the same time Kalusing

Limbu was. promoted t5 Hon Capt, the first officer to

be promoted .on pensisdn, as a reward for the work he

has done in the Hills, Other denartures have-

included Bill Chésshyre, Clive Lowe and Richard Beazley
on RHE, and. Capt. (QGO) Pete Limbu and Lt (QGO) Ramparsad
Rai on Jpension. . The new GM, Major (Qeo) mabahadur
Gurung MVO has returned from ‘hig tour as QG00. w&lliam
Thackmell is, buck from leaVE ané a“short tour in"
Northern Ireland, and wé have' another SSLC officer far
31x.months, Anxhony Prlce.‘ il

Anisther ‘notable daparture “from- the Brlgade was the
MGBG, Major General E,J.S. Burnett GB DSO OBE MC. A
Wan&qrful Brlgaﬁe ich £o5k place:-as- pdrt*of‘hls farewell
ceremopies, includlngainter—unit danoing ‘contest which
we won. Ab Brlgade week the contest' was repeated, ‘dnd.
we won again, -in both caseg judged personally by bhe MEBG
(old and. news Whatever slse we may‘not bé ablé“to do,
undér that notablé impressario Lt (QGOY Indrakamal Tan&ng,
C e can cortainly dancel General Bunny pald us’ a“farewell

visit before he left,’ during which he was meAsured for a
pair of ‘trousers, on the Square, by a' flustersd: tailor:

whio had. been followihg him around’ on His faréiell visits
_ for o days. . The new MGBG, Major Genéral RiWil, = /-

McATister DBE hag visited:ns, and the CBF- ‘Licltenant -
General Sir Edwin Bramall’ KCB OBE ME has dined’in our’
mess, when he comment&d fawourably oh- our Pides and’
. Drums and our nadeira, and was defeated at a three-
dimensional noughts and crosses by a picked tean.
Other visitors have included Brigadier John Whitehead
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We motored then to Jalan Jaya to.look.at the old
pateh, Everything: in the town outskirts was its desar
old . scruffy self, -The houses in J, Jaya are all
occupied by Malaysian Officers with their names.and
Reglmental badges on the gates, There were lots of

:motor. cars, Kebuns, Amahs and children in evidence.
‘The place’ was: identical. ' The Plczets' old house-:

looked very smart.  For-some reason J,- Kampong Bontong
has been renamed :J, Hussein Ayad and a new estate has’
been built at the WW end. of it but “the ‘houscs are
similar: and all occupied :

e It was in Jnlan Dorset that things ch&ngcd drastln
cally, 'There is now a Malaysian Brigade with its head~
quarters iin Kluang, and the garrison has been made a

'scclire arcas: At the top of the.hill, just before MCO's

rou there:is a sentry and barrier, . I showed my T.D. .

‘card and-was allowed-in, The "rabbit hutches™ have

been clieared ‘of vegetation and are now all Company

i-'Officas, gigns and all, - Officers still live in'some .

of “the quarfers -on the loft, but.one, of them (Réedmans?)

¢ appeated’ toi be -a. Mess -of- sorts. There was another check-
point at the old BMH but again we were let in and I was

able to.photograph young David outside the ward where he
was born: just-6 ‘years and,3 months ago. It is still 8.
fanilies ward and b&bl@SrGﬂUlJ be ‘heard giv1ng forth
within, The hospital layout is “unchangzed; for some reason

‘Simeonts Mess is-full of:potted plants,. . We went.pn to

visit the NAAFI and swimming pool - there is a 50c entry

fee for: the 1atter but it is still popular.t .

B Ar o diouly wane. the airﬁeu.' I was apoalléd

o t5 see the-former helicoptcr dispersal vsed as a hiige MT
- -park, .The Gurkha;Engineers camp.appears to be a headquarters
~of ‘sorts (a1l signs in Malay) and there is as much’ bullshit

on the gate as there ever- was, The GTR mess, looks the same,

e



ThlS is now conalete, but only one Fokker Friendship a
lay, Rather like KL Ifteéfnatisnal all over again,
From Kulai the road winds -as ever through the rubber
and palmoil, with Mercedes diesel flyers taklng maniac.,
risks with the timber lorries. We thousht the traffic
was:much heavier than it:used to be. . At Simpang Rnngam

“where one turns right the barrncks have been enlarged

and ! there are sgldiers- everywhere. Suspected CT!s.
fired an RPG-type.racket into the camp a fow weoks ago
but-nobody was seriously hurt. After that one is in-
“true plantatiom c untry anl: we slowed down at the large
‘aigns outside each estate to see who the manager was.
Most are now fsians, bub:Striv!s liugo ?onham Estate,
! immaculate as ever, is managed- by, R.- Armstrong, who, - .
also lives in Striv!s house, We approached Kluang - -
rapidly, ahd suddenly there-was Sunrise Park. . All the :
shrubs have grown (tho! fhe lawns:are all mown) and.
some of the houses are much nore secluded than they
used to bc w ey e r s ST o b

L

Flrst stop was- the’Kluang Club. We're no longer
fzmembers of course’and the Singapore Clubs no.longer:..

. ~reciproecate but we: thaught we'd look in just the Sama.
The club has been newly painted (cream and red: on the
outsidel); = thorn/c bar was still there but was not
functioning a} the: time. -Otherwise the club is unchanged
to look at, They are in process of relaying the tennis
caurts. ¢ Wendy: went. in . to chat to the barman who -was
formerly employed -in the, Gurkhs: Engineers Officers Meas
and- Irinspected sthe.-godf gourse.: The-greens.. and bunqus
1ookcd~0Kz bk the fairways meeded a, trim, .- Tha barman
=tmldJWendy hat less members- played, golf than ﬁqqthky
but that club-membership.was sbill strong. hmoﬁgst the
Brits remaining he mentioned Lockyers, Nicholls,“Scoulars,
* Meyricks :and a Dr, Halg, .‘The Belshers: and Brocklehurts
had recently left and Striv had died, the barman said.
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Commander 48 Gurkha Infantry Brigade,Cslonel Ian Wilson
DA Batigkok,: Colonel Larry Lamble :0IG-RE Records: - end
Manning -Office, and Captain Maclellan Director.st Army
Bagplpe Music, who was compllmentary about our Plpes
and. Drums. : oo Yy

‘The Plpes an‘ Drums have had nd more than a Dasslng
mentlon in recent®Newsletterss They now'total: 25, and all
go on Nepal leave at theisame time, so that when-:they are
here, they are all here. - The Adjutant is: ex~officio.
Co-ordinator of Brigade of Gurkhas Pipes and .Drums, 50 we
enjoy first pick of the gbad engagements, We: think they
are the best in the Brigade, and some others agree,” S8gt
Thamansing Gurung is the.Senior Drum Major in the Brigade,
and leads the massed Pipes and Drums on major scecasiong,
including the march past in front of HM the Queen during
her visit to Hong Kong. Some of their more interesting
engagements: recently’ have been three weeks at the Hilton
during’a Scottish Week, oubiof which the Adjutant and I
galneﬂ an”excollent 1unch.h 'The Pipe Major played round
“'the ‘table at Government’ Hsuse, Three of our pipers played
with the Pipes and Drums:of 75 Engineer Regimént. (V),
comiianded by Robinm Jbrdan, at a-display ah Edlnburgh Castlec.
TS pipers went %o Korea® with the Honsur Guard, and stsyed
on for the Queens Blrthday Celebrations, They even 7layed
at the Vletnamese refugee camp "to raise thelr morale"
1 fwor y SRRt

Bzil'chésShyre was: marrléévro Apili to ﬁiﬁioiﬁangéél

7t iand AdriaiRisis’ to mhrTy Penhy Evans shortly. . Royidury's

daughﬁer Gina, ‘wds ‘also married in February. The Rﬁgiment
i1l be well representeéd -at Camberley: next year, in the
shape of Bill Chesshyre; Doug “Humpbrey and Austin Thorps
Apart from our continuing representation of ex-Gurkha
Engineer officers and British W0s at RSME, we now also have
a Gurkha instructor on the staff, Cpl Birbahadur Limbu
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is instructing in the Survey Wing and generally helping

- Gurkha stulénts through trade courses.. . .This has proved-

a most valuable experiment, and I hope that in future
we will always have one Gurkha instructor at RSME,:

You will know that General Bill was awardedaGBE in
the Birthday Honours, but you may have missed the small
print announcing Cpl Lilbahadur-<Punts BEM, - As'reported

iin the last Newsletter, he was awarded this -for his -

‘esnsidérable courage in continuing to lead his section
durin~ ~ia sales. demonstration:of, the Medium. Girder bridge,
having. lost part of & finger between a:girder-and.a .
decking panel, Our-Dahun, ‘Pandit Markaide Sharma (I bet
Yory few. people actually knew his name) leaves us shortly

-after:25 years with the Regiment, and has been awarded a

Comfrander Land’ Forces: Testimonial. : Cre s

i We“eohtinue to:maintain eur record of more treks
per officer than any other Regiment:in: the Brigade.
John Getley, and Bill Chesshyre led astray:this time by
the’ Paymaster, went:West, as did' Richard. Beazley.and myself,

" Clive Towe went to the Eash.where he visited Kalusing Sahib,

and Kesarbahadur Sahib's parents... Kesarbahadur Sahib's.

~Pather @id-not -shpw him the respect:he commanded within ..
" he Regimenti . He described him as a Mato!, who had nok
".sent any money for six months: - o prophet is.without

horsur-in: his country, -even in: Nepal, I.visited many - .
0ld friends; Santabir and Dilaram Sahibs. kiving within ;
one day's walk of one another, but never met since they
wontion pension’ ten years ago or:morej - Keishnabahadur

7' 8alib, old but £it;. Narbahadur; Sahib, very: much ithe country
isquire, ahd rather:oddly the willage doctors . dx -RSMs. .

Durgabahadur ‘Rana and Sunbakadur Gurung;: many more aboub
whoin 4 will bore yauw-next: timelwe meebe- in finl e o L

KLUANG REVISITED - 5 YEARS AFTER
by Stéw’reanc»S‘lt@n ; B

- When we were serving in Kluang in the late-60's and
up until mid=1970 one frequently heard the statement,
particularly at farewell parties-- "I'd like to'see the
state of 'this place’in 5 years!'time"] Having had the
unexpécted dpportunity to sérve - in Singapore during the
present rundown, Wendy and I theré&fore had'a revisit to
Kluang-high 'on our list of prioritics, < There was somé
delay 4n getting  our'Renawlt 4 on thé road,.owing to -
red tape, after impsorting it from Geérmany via Chatham and
the top pridrity was the East Goast Islands from Mersing
naturally ensugh., This i achieved overza super long:
week-6nd: ini mid<April; ' the Islands are unchanged;:except
that Rava' and Tiomon now have hotcls on'thei. . However:
Klugihg was néxt: on the 1ist and we have recently beén

there for“the day on’ 10 ¥ay 750 ' 7 v
Driving back to Singapore afterwards we. thought «

that quite a few of our friends who have spent somc of
their happiest days. (and nights)) in the Army' in. Kluang
might bBe intérested to sce how it looks to an ex-military
"lunnger! and g6 we decided b write'a vound robin,: “Any
of ‘you 'who are still ‘in touch with'the few ‘planters . =
remaining may consign this b9 the' dustbin, but we are-sure

‘that there dre’ others’ who'will be'curious.

NotHing has’ chi:i‘nggd fvei*y ‘much- a8 far-as the road -
journey ‘#s' concerneds - There are -lots ofirioad: worksin’

JB, and ‘the-sed’ front has been tarted'fup and looks very

smart i th 'super ‘gardens ‘and ‘shrubis, The sign’td JARO.
i8-still thore, ib's now under new management 'but’ sells
“the “samé goodies. = At Senai-there are lots of gigns ‘and

mdPé ‘rodduorks to the new Johore “Interhational Airport,

“some' 3 miTes (5 km now in Milaysia) to’the East of Sefiai.

=29 -



the job, and 4ffered me the difference. I -wrote to ten
friends, five ex-clients, six executive firms (including
the admirable Officers! Association) and fifteen adverti-
sers, .Towards the end of June I had signed up with the
best of them, and steric’ work on 4 lugust. - '

Conclusion

The legendary Swedish factory worker, when given
notice, declares: "Redundant? Thank God! Now I will go
end get a proper job." There are lots of things more
interesting and exciting than one's present job, and
some of them arc botter paid. Mobility always pays.
Every alternative is different from the present, but
most can be fun. There is no conclusion. At least,
not yet. 5 - )

. Shikar -

68 Squadron, on morning PT, trapped @ porcupine in a
" catchment drain, It took the entire resources- of the
Squadron t5 overpower the -creature, ancd when it reached
the Squadron lines it was dead from suffocation under a
poncho capc. Dy the time the remainior of the liegiment
came %o know of this event, the porcupine had been eaten.
" Did it ever hajpen? ot i T

“Becurity’

ﬂChiefnClefk*s;Draft;’f.Eleaé@;affange.fofuihé”spﬁre_key
->"to be ferwarded to the Paymaster for him to-be deposited
in the néarest bank, oy St g

Orderly Officer's Rendrt e
Unusual Incidents. - Too rough for water skiing,
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T also visited ex-Major (QGO) Lachhiman Gurung MBE,
father of our Narbahadur Sshib who died of leukaemia
last year, It was a sad visit'as Narbahadur was an
only child, and the old man is trying to look after
his considerable acreage of land, and supervise the
upbringing of his grandchildren. It is going %o be

a hard battle, but he is a tough old man, and I do not
think he will fail. During the evening, he produced
Narbahadur's Durand Medal, and at my suggestion he

has entrusted it to the Regiment. iy intention is that
it should be mounted under a portrait of Narbahadur in
the QGO's Mess, as a memorial to him. More news from
the hills may be of interest, is the way in which the
considerable sums of welfare money, both from the
Gurkha Welfare Appeal and other sources, is being
administered. To deal with individual benevolence,
welfare centres have been opened in all the main
centres, staffed by ex-scrvice welfare officers, who
are paid for their work, Another organisation is

now *  being set up to administer the money that is
spent on engineer works, principnlly water schemes

and bridges. This is providing many of our ex-QG0s
and NCOs with re-employment, anl they are leaping at
the opportunity. Such well kncgm charactors as. Rate
Limbu and Baburam Thapa.are already on the pay roll.

This is my last Newsletter, and I shall soon hand
over command of The Gurkha Engincers. I am yery-conscious
of how fortunate I have been to be entrusted with command
of the Regiment, and at the bisk of being pompous, I would
1like to pay tribute to those who have made the last 25
years such’a wonderful experience for me, Firstly all
the of fiscers who'have. gone before, particularly:my

prodecessors as’Cémmandants, why set’the standards which
I have done my best to maintain, Secondly theiofficers:
who have served under me with such good humour and
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unfailiing loyalty and the British Warrant Officers
and Sergeants, whose 'skill and experience has been
so important to the Regiment over the years, Lastly,
and most’ significantly, the Gurkha officers and’
soldiers, whose gqualities I can best. summarise by
saying that not one of them ever 1lét-me down,

AW eichly Problem

The Ping Chau work is now all done

With stores.delivered by the ton

The weight's so great, that I huve heard
The isltan? now hus disappeared’

Tomiinson'é'Return

Before he hal appeared in them, the GM knew that the
new 2IC had yeturned with his old-fashioned and
voluminous PT shorts, which were a cause for comment
when he was last with the Regiment 7. years ago.

014 Soldiers Never DI D g o ais wiiais i

It would be uncharltable to say bow old Eric Heaton the
Paymagter 1s, but he must be competing for the title
of Woldest man in the Regiment!,. You might think he
~ would have out-grown the habit by now, but he still
runs 5 miles a day, and walks 25-30 miles every weekend.
During the dry weather, when the ground was very hard,

the daily battering he gave himself bruised ‘his heels, F

and they umild not get bettér.. ~Thé RMO eventually in
desmo rationssént Him to see.the specialist, whose:notes
back“to the RMO sdidiMthis:is:the flrst ‘case of
Peterpanltls I have ever seen."
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This last was my most bruising, and my final assignment.
For three years-thoe market in ccnsultancy had been turning
down., Firms were cutting staff daily. If one was not
assigned on new work by Friday night, one was out of work
on Monday morning., Thus, on Friday 9 May 1975, 1 became
redundant, the last survivor of my intake of 6 January 1969,

Redunddancy - Two

The firm gave me four moaths! pay as well as the °
statutory award for redundancy,my wife, bless her, stepped
up her agency nursing income, the children were safely
tucked away in various schools, so there was nothing to do
but stop, like a billiard ball andlook round,

The first reaction was one of immense relief at being
free of the fierce pressures of industrial Iife, It was
bliss, I spent half my time pottering about in the sunshine
around the house and garden, and the other half, determined
to stay free, setting up shop as-a free lance company doctor
cum management consultant cum temporary oxooutive.

I calculated that if I were to work half my time at current
free lance fee rates, I would still be twice as well off as
a payroll man, I would have been too, except that the firms
I approached had no need of such services, Only one, 'a famous
merchant bank in the City, gave me an interview. The sun went
in, May was nearly over.

By the first of June the laék of" COnnectlon between
freedom and money-in-the bank were offetisively plain, ' ‘T had
to get a jobe I took out-my GV, and two personal profiles
(one as an industrialist and one as a civil engineer); tidied
them up, got them fair typed, ran off forty copies, and
adcressed myself ‘to the labour market. The range was far
wifler this -time than seven years ago - 1 knew moré executive
consultant firms, I had friends and ex-cliénts in bu¥iness
and T had altogether more know-how, 'This Yime no-one
guessed my service pension, subtracted it “‘from the rate for
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"THOSE THAT CAN, DO.pepe

v ’.;... -

. - Command _:|.n the mrli-tmry is synonymaus mth management .
in industry, and I kiew plenty about the ups and downs of - BOs & QGOs

military command, I joined-the British Institute of i
. Management,, and took out references on industrial and . E Col
‘buginess mindgement, T read up businéss ‘consultancy, and Mag

. learned, ’gha‘t demand was ‘growing at 12% ‘per ‘annum, ' I~
ecided that ;) could ﬂobserve, tcri‘bicxse, Yecomuend , remort
and ,S,mplement in mmgemeﬁt. L would becema a manhgement
. co,naultanta '

© Gurkha:Major '~ Maj(QGO) : Bhimbghadur Gurung MVO

T T ‘wroi'.e to the Managemont
™ for ‘the names of ombet £iris; 1sted them' in oo OGLIEISOR Lt(Qc0) = James ... Bhujel
i Asst Trg. OFffr - Capl(QGO).Ganesh:, - . Chhetri
Aepiribility, and started, doplying dojolfi d Gurkha QM Lt (QGO Imﬁakamai Taman
ottom of “the 1ist, where one “gould: tfequire é,raplication GT xha Families Ca tEQGO} Tilens i &
rience without losing ‘a’ good prosgé&‘ﬁ {Towards-the AR Tamulkes 8P Thargd;
i er,ggi? of ‘ghq quest, 1'£811 out with'an interviewspiin i
 pweGk- | proved to'Be ot  quite-tall edeughl
by tho best
& gnitediae Ll
Six and a half _year the _
e}cc‘iaaustimn and ugeful” work f’ﬁllbﬁ‘éd included- two
a.smgnments in thc Ministry”of Defe'née' At far hishér
: I d ever hmre reached as a’'soldier;’a: ‘wonderland
‘hpsk 'in Ugand which was Yeported
'% sprial (but not in' the” Journal’ of | thé’ Insti
oyal Engineers, for’'as gadier 1acey pre e ?
wrobe £o me “Poli%.caﬂypmi:% M £ ROLY ogfend Gen-Tad Ahand1) im'khg(}ga"tai“ Ic'zé;{t%_ggg
- tywo cgmpany reloea'bion p;ro;jnc‘hs; thrée company ovérhauls; L T T‘I'E QGO -
a touch of the Arabian Nights:in Bagdaé, and” T G TpiQeo- Lt-* (360
ulcer—nmkm ':hask as. Adm:.nis*tmtmn 1f‘?anager coiy ny (U Sy L iy -SP,JI.p QGO Lt" (QGO

of 1500 embloyees deep ini’ the 8 Sc% o, pountry T There , *the
cath othor; the manuals Toa thed
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