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THE QUEEN’S GURKHA ENGINEERS

Two kukris points upwards the blades crossed in saltire, their cutting edge outwards,
surmounted by the Royal Engineers’ grenade, over the handles a scroll with the motto *“Ubique”.
The whole surrounded by a wreath of laurel surmounted by a Queen’s crown thereon issuant from
the wreath a scroll: The Queen’s Gurkha Engineers.

67 Field Squadron RE, consisting of Gurkha infantrymen attached RE raised at Kluang,
Malaya in October 1948.

68 Field Squadron RE raised at Kluang, Malaya in August 1950.

Formed by Royal Warrant as the Gurkha Engineers, part of the Brigade of Gurkhas, on 28
September 1955. Present designation 21 April 1977.

70 Gurkha Field Park Squadron raised at Sungei Besi, Malaya on I April 1960, disbanded
in Singapore on 31 July 1971.

69 Gurkha Field Squadron raised at Sungei Besi onI April 1961, disbanded in Hong Kong
on 17 August 1968.

On 21 April 1977 Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth approved the title of The Queen’s Gurkha
Engineers.

69 Gurkha Independent Field Squadron reformed on I March 1981 in Hong Kong. Moved
to Chatham in March 1981,

On 6 August 1982 Support Squadron redesignated 70 Support Squadron.
Current Organization:

Regimental Headquarters The Queen's Gurkha Engineers

67 Gurkha Field Squadron

68 Gurkha Field Squadron

69 Gurkha Indedpendent Field Squadron

70 Support Squadron

Colonel: Major General R L Peck CB

Affiliated Corps: The Corps of Royal Engineers

Mottoes: ‘Ubique’ and ‘Quo Fas Et Gloria Ducunt’
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COMMANDANT’S NEWSLETTER

The publication of this second
Regimental magazine has been delayed to
include an update on the future of our
Regiment, asitisknown at the end of March
1993.

In Hong Komg, by 1 April 1995, The
Queen’s Gurkha Engineers will reduce to a
smaller RHQ, a theatre element and 67
Gurkha Field Squadron, consisting of 4
field troops and a support troop. This estab-
lishment will remain until late 1996/carly
1997, 1o meet the operational requirement.
Both 68 Gurkha Field Squadron and 70
Support Squadron will disband in Decem-
ber 1993,

In the UK, from 1 April 1993, 69 Gurkha Independent Field Squadron comes under
command 36 Engineer Regiment, at Maidstone, for administrative convenience, until it can move
to Ripon in late 1994/early 1995.

The next two years will see a dramatic reduction in our strength, to meet the new
establishments. However, most of our soldiers will have a chance to undertake a second career
in local Hong Kong industries, particularly the construction trades. The first 22 exQGE officers
and soldiers started work in January, with the prospect of many more over the next 24 months.
I am very optimistic about their future.

On the sporting front, this year our football team retained the Nepal Cup for the third
consecutive year. They also won the Major Units Cup and the League, making it a clean sweep
of all the football trophies, the firsttime that we have won all three since 1976. In December 1992,
the clerks won the Heaton Football Cup for the first time ever and in February 1993 the Tae Kwun
Do team won three gold medals at the British Forces championships. We hope to achieve many
more sporting victories this year.

Overall, the Regimentisin excellent heart and we look forward to the future with a positive
and optimistic outlook.

With the Compliments

of
Crown Int’| Development Ltd.

5/F, Kowloon Centre Bldg.
29-39, Ashley Road.
Tsimshatsui, Kowloon.




67 GURKHA FIELD SQUADRON

OC Maj I D Wright RE
2IC Capt M S Gillott RE
G CAPT Capt(QGO) Kulbahadur Tamang BEM
SSM W02 Tekbahadur Gurung

Inlate December 1992 OC 67 Gurkha Fd Sqn, Major Ian Wright and his 2IC, Captain Sean
Harris had sat in the Squadron’s ‘Japanese gardens’ surrounded by blossom and sweet smelling
honeysuckle; Ian Wright had been ponderous. How could such a year be improved upon? It had
held an interest for every man in the Squadron from the most junior Sapper up to himself; and now
with its departure, and his imminent posting back to the United Kingdom, he had found himself
at a loss to keep the momentum going. 1992 had seen the entire Sqn’s manpower deployed to the
west of Hong Kong on a road construction project, a project which had grown from a seemingly
straight forward task into one of biblical proportions, swallowing not only the original troop
assigned to the task but the vast majority of the Regiment. The other equally rewarding task had
been the construction of a patio for the Gurkha Transport Regiment. Whilst having only been
roughly the same size as an average LIM’s bedroom it had, in keeping with Regimental taskings,
managed to consume the remaining manpower in Squadron. It had been a most excellent year!

January had been fairly innocuous. Boat Troop had supplied some divers for an exercise
“WET KUKHRYI’ in Brunei and had begun in eamest their association with the Marine Police
Division, a relationship which was to span the next four months, involve some 4,800 man hours,
and to climax in the capture of one Illegal Immigrant, who upon questioning by the 67 Squadron
recce screen was found to be their own Fitter Sergeant Arun who had become disoriented after
slipping away to take in a little fishing. Boat Tp Comd Lt I K Stewart RE and his men spent many
hours between January and April in Clearwater Bay and Deepwater Bay, playing out their
deterrent role with ruthless efficiency.

February had seenthe commencementof the nowlegendary Castle Peak Range Road. Capt
I M Slack RE, OC B Troop, deployed with his workforce to lay some 8 - 10 km of concrete road.
In theory it was to have been a straightforward task, involving a troop from 67 Squadron with
assistance from 70 Squadron, In practice it had eventually involved the lowering of a mountain
range by some several hundred feet, and the consumption of more concrete than the Aswan High
Dam. The task lasted from January through to August and became the Squadron’s focal point in
terms of effort, culminating at last in a splendid road of excellent quality and appearance, which
has received high praise indeed from the two vehicle commanders and their drivers who have
trafficked it since its completion. The road project, received excellent reviews and is often used
as the ‘finale’ for many Regimental visitors. It broke many records throughout its construction
in terms of manhours, resources and portable telephone bills, of which thelatter broke all previous
records within Colony - highlighting the importance, in a project of this kind, of constant
communication, information updates and well structured military SITRE ... Well Done B Troop!

Mid 1992 saw a new building appear in Perowne Barracks. Overnight, it seemed a small
house, outwardly Germanic in architectural appearance had been delivered to the Training Wing.



The Gurkha Captam doing his famous CBF
Impersonation

2Lt Stewart doing his famous
Toulouse Lautrec impersonation
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Lcpl Subasher Rai (68 Sqn) puts the
finishing touches to QOGTR's Naff
patio

Lepl Bharatsingh Bura after the sweaty
bit of The March & Shoot
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It had in fact been built by A Troop as part of the Search House Project. It was commendable in
both quality and appearance, offering an added and valuable dimension to the world of search.
From its conception, it was to typify the Hong Kong theatre requirement for a realistic search
training building. One can see from its two-storey, gothic styled cottage appearance, (including
radiators in every room), that the requirement had been met in full.

May to September saw 67 Squadron continue with minor construction projects and begin
to participate in the Territory's CPX season. In early May there had been exercise ‘JOINT
EMBLEM IV’ followed in September by exercise ‘ASIAN DANCE’, the latter being in
preparation for the Force CPX ..exercise ‘WINGED DRAGON’. SHQ deployed on exercise
‘ASIAN DANCE’ and had practised with some intensity those tasks we might have expected to
face on operations, and worst still those we might face on exercise ‘WINGED DRAGON’.
Exercise ‘ASIAN DANCE’ came and went with little to write home about; ‘WINGED
DRAGON’ approached and had promised much. Unfortunately, in September, a number of
influential figures in London had begun discussing the forthcoming exercise and after much
debate it had been decided that a CPX of this type might be perceived as threatening by the
government of neighbouring China. The Brigade not wishing to appear threatening to anyone,
especially the armed forces of the Peoples Republic of China, had acquiesced and the focal point
of the exercise year was cancelled. The British public, who had awaited the outcome of this debate
with baited breath, had at last relaxed, as the news of 48 Brigade’s sensitive approach to regional
politics had been relayed to one and all via CEEFAX on BBC2.

Having survived the Summer, the Squadron had then begun tying up a multitude of minor
tasks which had been put on hold. Boat Troop had ‘notched’ up their 50th exercise of the year at
the same time as B Troop had finished a task (high in profile low in morale) with the laying of
the TDBG cricket wicket. The Squadron had then been scurried out in support of 1 RRW, and had
returned back aftermany days only to immediately redeploy in support of the New Zealand army.

November found A Troop cenhancing the facilities of the Search House, and B Troop
building a protective wall along the ruined parapet of a previous Regimental project in Sek Kong.
Boat Troop continued to support the Brigade whilst at the same time running the Regimental
quota of internal/external courses, which took the Squadron neatly into December and the run up
to the Christmas standown.

Inkeeping withour role as Engineers, B Troop had deployed in early December, in support
of TDBG and the Brigade Week. Equipped with a Land-Rover half filled with Cuplock
scaffolding and 48 one tonne Universal Concrete Blocks to act as a secure base, they had spent
the best part of the month erecting the backdrop for the Brigade ‘Beating of the Retreat’. Lt (QGO)
Giriraj Thapa could ofien be secn seated under a towering oak tree, treating himself to a little
Khaini and barking out orders to the Troop; often seen that is by Captain Harris and Lieutenant
Stewart who had spent many an afternoon in a similar position revising for their NLBC exam.
Their final results reflecting the effort put in. Well Done to Lieutenant Stewart.

Atlast Christmas standown, and the eventual farewell to a hectic year. 1992 had seen three
Squadron 21Cs, Captains Gillott, Urch and Harris. All three had been staggered by the sheer pace
and variety of Squadron taskings; and it was the last of these three that now stood with the OC
Major Wright, in the garden pondering that question, ‘How indeed could such a year be improved
upon?’ Perhaps Major Wright might write and let us know.

10



68 GURKHA FIELD SQUADRON

OC Maj JR White RE
2IC Capt RJ de J Burnet RE
GCapt Capt (QGO) Dalbahadur Gurung
SSM W02 (SSM) Yakub Limbu

It is now early 1993 (actually not as early in 1993 as the editor would like) and all too
tempting to begin this review of 1992 with some kind of hackneyed sentence about how the year
was marked by terrific challenges or great change. An alternative approach would be to make up
some snappy acronym such as “Leaner but Better” or “Options for Change” and see how the
Squadron rose to the challenge (oops, there I go! ) set us by our political and military masters.
Fortunately this author has had his share of snotty letters and, on one notable occasion 28 extras
(onreflection I suppose 14 were justified) for his contributions to the English written word so will
keep this brief critique factual and to the point . . . maybe .

1992 was a year of great change etc . . . Having said that, and despite wamings of possible
deployments to Cambodia, Belize, Mozambique and Fiji, the Squadron remained for the most
part in Perowne Barracks, with SHQ deploying no further forward than the Red Lips Bar, apart
from a brief exercise in Brunei and the dispatch of F Troop to the UN Honour Guard in Korea.
F Troop had a pretty good year all round, following their return in early February from a most
successful disaster relief operation in Western Samoa. It was all change (there ‘s that word again)
in the Troop management afier Samoa with Lt(QGO) Bijayshor Rai leaving us for Boat Troop
and Ssgt Jagatprasad Gurung coming over to replace Sgt Puran Gurung who left on pension. SSgt
Jagat virtually ran the Troop singlehanded for the next 3 months while Capt Charles Higgins
quoted some obscure leave regulations to a new, caring OC who signed anything put in front of
him then lost the services of this overpaid officer until the end of June ! At this time (American
expression, you’ll see why in a minute) F Troop’s numbers were swelled by one SSgt Smith (first
name Chatham, home town New Orleans, likes and dislikes Reggae and Klu Klux Klan
respectively) who arrived with an enormous wireless which he played at full volume on the
Regimental square while drilling the men for the upcoming UN tour and educating them in the
correct usage of the words “Hup”, “Howdy”, and, when greeting very senior officers, “How you
doin’?” Amed with this new knowledge and joined by Lt(QGO) Hombahadur Limbu (who
pointed out. that “SSgt” Smith was in fact only a Corporal) the Troop then hupped off to Korea
to amuse themselves in whatever depraved manner they could for the next 10 weeks.

The remainder of the Squadron had its own little challenges (Well done, I thought you
might forget ““challenges” - Ed. ) not least of which was getting used to anew OC and new officers
in D and E Troops. The former came full of education and (at long last) a wife, from the Staff
College. The RE YOs course gave us first Lt Peter Darroch (E Troop) then 2Lt Iain Stirling-
Stainsby (a right tongue twister for the new recruits! ) for D Troop. With comments like “this is
the life” E Troop’s new leader took himself and the Troop off to Gurkha Haven for a couple of
weeks to sun his ample torso while Lt (QGO) Bibakumar Rai brought daily reports, and the
occasional San Miguel presumably, on the state of refurbishment. Not more than a sparrow’s
flight away, D Troop under the watchful gaze of a couple of “‘covert” OPs from the Royal Hong
Kong Police’s crack(?) Anti-Smuggling Task Force, (I mean, how many Hakka women do you
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know who wear Adidas Pumpy-Wumpy trainers and carry Remington Pumpy-Wumpy shot-
guns? ) were completing a new slipway at Wong Shek for the aforementioned guardians of the
law.

Lantau was the setting for the OC’s exercise in May in preparation for the forthcoming
Brunei deployment. Organised by Captain Darren Stanley, on loan from the Royal Australian
Engineers, and called Ex WALTZING MATILDA (witty eh?) the aim was to totally exhaust
(watch your split infinilives please - Ed. ) the sections by moving them at great speed on foot
around a series of cunningly contrived command tasks. As it happened they all moved much faster
than planned so the Squadronmoved to Pui O beach fora two day barbecue which, with hindsight,
turmed out to be much more appropriate training for Ex JUNGLE TROOPER which followed.

“The jungle sucks like a chest wound” so I was told by an articulate instructor fromhe
Cheshire Regiment on my first trip there over 10 years ago. We did not have so long to confirm
this statement on Jungle Trooper but as “unfunded” (newspeak for “shoestring™ ) exercises go,
it was a useful deployment if only to see more of this great planet of ours and give some of the
younger members of the Squadron the opportunity to try out their kukris and mosquito repellent
in a hostile environment. Afier the statutory 2 weeks of lying in swamps and being bitten on the
bottom by bamboo snakes, D Troop moved down to Labi to construct a new suspension bridge
(not as long as the Humber bridge but using similar principles) with SS Saheb - that’s how they
got round it - and Imanhang Saheb while SHQ had a shower and went for a well earned rest and
“haircuts” ( “anything for the weekend Sir?" ) in Miri . E Troop was given the unusual task of
demolishing one of 67 Squadron’s creations from the previous year; namely another suspension
bridge thrown across the Temburong river for one of the Royal Geographic Society’s field
stations. Apparently the structure was declared unsafe when a very large visitor to the station
received a short but effective lesson on the effects of gravity as applied to a corpulent body
dangling from a rotting suspension bridge.

Autumn brought a hotch potch of minor projects and small exercises. Patios for messes,
barbecues for anyone who asked and spectator stands for infantry battalions who didn’t have a
clue were the order of the day. E Troop built a new firing pointonthe HEAT Range at Castle Peak
and entertained everyone from the CBF down to some excellent lunches while concrete was
moved over an incredible 150m by the most expensive method yet devised: RAF Wessex! Can
this be why 68 Squadron did not win any of the contracts for the new airport at Chek Lap Kok?
Then with a week to go before Christmas, SHQ together with E and F Troops returned to Castle
Peak to assist 2GR to dig a permancnt company defensive position together with overhead
protection and a veritable warren of tunnels. At ENDEX we said farewell to the 2IC who left us
for the new All Arms Training Centre at Warminster. In his place we welcomed Captain Pat
Coxen who arrived from the Armoured Engineers with a chestful of medals and some pretty
implausible stories about the Gulf (I was wondering how you were going to work in mention of
the Gulf. Neat trick - Ed.).

1993 could not have got off to a better start than with the announcement of the award of
the British Empire Medal to LCpl Shibaram Gurung in the New Year’s Honours. LCpl
Shibaram’s award was made in recognition of his outstanding work in Western Samoa almost a
year previously; an cxample 10 us all. More good news for the Squadron came when Cpl
Benuprasad Limbu’s section won the inter-section competition in a demanding contest which
lasted for a week and will probably be the way ahead for future competitions as we look towards
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the future orbat of just one Squadron in the UK; a process which will begin with the disbandment
of this Squadron in early 1994. E Troop is now with 10GR in Sabah and, finance willing (some
hope when you look at the reprehensible way in which the economy is being handled) D Troop
will goto Canada with 2GR in July. Who knows, with MOD putting in more U Tums over Options
for Change than a Miami Vice car chase, we may yel see a new dawn. Jai 68!

OC to Sapper after the Regimental Cross-Country Race:

“Which position did you come in?”
Sapper:”I was 2nd Saheb. Where did you come?”
OC:”T was 83rd.”

Sapper:”Don’l worry Saheb, you're old!”

Ptlol s view oflhe I’ak Nat HEAT range project

With the Compliments
of

Mr. Au Wai Shing
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69 GURKHA INDEPENDENT FIELD SQUADRON

OC Maj JW Shanahan RE
2IC Capt AJA Maclachlan RE
GCapt Capt(QGO) Dilkumar Limbu
SSM W02(SSM) Hombahadur Rana

1991 ended with the sad announcement of Options for Change. For 69 Sqn, this meant
business as usual as there was no time to think over what might have been. 1992 also proved to
be the first time for many years the Squadron was not deployed to some remote corner of the
world; in theory it looked like we would be seeing a lot of Kitchener Barracks, in practice it was
nothing of the sort.

There was a major turnover of personalities during the year. Major Hamish MacLeod was
posted and subsequently selected as the next CO of 38 Engr Regt. Capt(QGO) Kumarsing Rai
retired and was subsequently appointed Honorary Lt(GCO) and this, coupled with Lt(QGO)
Mahendraprasad Gurung's selection as GCO, came as excellent news. We also sadly bade
farewell to our Brigade Commander, Brig JC Holman; he has been an outstanding friend and ally
of the Squadron. Major John Shananan arrived to take over OC in April with Capt(QGO)
Dilkumar Limbu close on his heels as Gurkha Captain.

The year's initial training kicked off at Troop level in the Chatham area and covered ATDs
as well as Combat Engineer skills. This culminated in a 2 week bridge camp in March at Wyke
Regis, the highlight of which was a 3 day FTX between Wyke, Christchurch and Salisbury Plain.
After a weekend off, we all moved to Thetford for what turned out to be Maj Macleod’s farewell
exercise to the Squadron; an interesting package that included Combat Engineering and FIBUA
training.

In April, H Troop under Lt LCW Bedford and the newly arrived Lti(QGO) Mohankumar
Gurung deployed to Cyprus for Excrcise PINESTICK. In 6 weeks, the sections were deployed
independently to St David's Camp on the UN line to refurbish accommodation, to Ayios
Nikolayios o improve the services (a bit like Tom King tried to do the previous year with
Options!) and to Dhekelia to rebuild a slipway. The Troop also managed to squeeze in some
adventurous training which included parachuting and sub-aqua diving and visits to both Egypt
and Israel.

Meanwhile, back home the rest of the Squadron was committed to supporting the Ten Tors
Expedition on Dartmoor. This is a competition in which young adults aged between 16 and 19
complete between 35 and 55 miles over a2 day period. The Squadron’s role was to provide admin
support, prepare the start/finish lines and erect camping areas. The job is normally allocated to
an infantry battalion but they were all busy being disbanded so the QM, Maj Peter Kershaw, had
his work cut out. Seeing the determination of the competitors, especially in the special event for
the handicapped, made all the work worthwhile.

After Ten Tors we moved from one end of the kingdom to the other for Ex FAMOUS
GROUSE 1V (less I Troop left behind to cover the Spearhead commitment). G Troop under Lt
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Nearing the end of the 25 mile
March & Shoot Ex Famous Grouse

SSgt Dilprasad and Sgt Gambahadur
firing the 5 Immmortar. ExSecondStrike

Exercise Ashar Ko Pandra

BTG

Load testing a 2
span MGB with pier
Ex Ashar Ko
Pandra
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(QGO) Dambahadur Gurung initially supported the Scots Guards 350th anniversary celebrations
in Edinburgh; a 3 day task crammed into 10 enabling ample time for sightseeing around
Edinburgh. From here they moved to Loch Muich on the Ballater estate to construct a boathouse
and jetty for the locals (i.e. HM The Queen). The setting was a trifle remote but breathtakingly
beautiful and HRH The Duke of Edinburgh honoured us by officially opening the boathouse. Not
more than a swallow’s flight away, H Troop was building a 35m suspension bridge at Carrbridge
near Inverness. This was a challenging and technically demanding task but relationships fostered
with the town were excellent and it was with great sadness that the Troop departed for
Garelochead after 6 weeks. Support Troop under Lt Richard Hourahane had been tasked with
constructing over400m of foreshore defences at Ross Priory onLoch Lomond. Over 10,000 cubic
metres of fill had to be moved necessitating over 1000 dumptruck loads. This was an extremely
impressive task during which SSgt Chutrabahadur Shrestha became renowned throughout the
West of Scotland for his method of marshalling all the dumptrucks with a whistle. The Tp Comd
and SNCO managed to accommodate themselves in the manor itself (a 3 Star Hotel)while the
Troop was crammed onto a squash court; all was forgiven however when free bar facilities were
negotiated for the duration of the project!

On completion of their MACC tasks, everyone moved to Garelochead where SHQ had
been trying 10 keep dry for the past 6 weeks. Field firing was carried out and culminated in a 25
mile March & Shoot competition. I Troop rejoined the Squadron for the fun which took place over
the harshest of terrain and included assault river crossings, a stretcher race and boat insertions and
extractions. To improve firepower (and morale!) GPMGs replaced the derisory LSWs. Route
selection was of the utmost importance and, as a result of a calculated risk by Lt Bedford, H Troop
managed to win by the narrowest margin.

After 2 weeks well eamed leave (I should Co-Co! - Ed.) the Squadron embarked on the
exercise season; 3 FTXs from Squadron up to Brigade level. Exercise SECOND STRIKE took
place in Thetford during which Assault Pioneer and Assault River Crossing cadres were run for
the Brigade. There was also an opportunity for field firing and the Squadron carried out live night
ambushes, grenade throwing, fire team, section and platoon attacks and culminated in a live
company attack with mortars and GPMG SF. In the week, we used over 60,000 rounds of
ammunition.

The FTX was followed by Dashain and, as this was the last to be held in Kitchener
Barracks, it warranted alarge guestlist. Many ex-QGE members attended as well as representatives
from 38 Engincer Regiment.

In October it was back to Wyke Regis for Ex ASHARKO PANDRA. The exercise
included a recce concentration which tested the Tp Comds and Recce Sergeants, bridging
including a 2 Span MGB with pier and a demanding FTX. Support by APCs, Royal Marine
Landing Craft, helicopters and the issue of a black and white map to replace existing coverage
of the island of “Carbonia” ensured the exercise was unusual.

After Tihar, it was time to test our mettle with 38 Engr Regt. Morale was extremely high
and the whole Squadron fairly buzzed with anticipation. In the event, all preparation paid off. We
were tasked to open a brigade route with MGBs, HGOBs, MGOBs (that’s enough abbreviations
for now lads. - Ed.) whilst under conventional and NBC attack. A squadron of Chieftains and
Challengers proved the routes to add realism. The importance of accurate grid references, RVs,
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guides and clear briefings was quickly assimilated. The Squadron performed well and drew
favourable comment from the CO of 38 Regiment. There need be no further worries about the
move to Ripon...provided that new stretch on the Ml is completed in time!

On retum to barracks, a mini Sapper Bowl competition was held and won by G Troop.

On the sportsfield, we have had another successful year. The Cross Country team won the
Invicta league whilst the shooting team excelled themselves, winning the Corps and SDIST
SAAMs and were narrowly beaten into second place at Bisley as the Minor Units Runners-Up.
Yet again we won the UKLF Tickle Fitness competition and were the 2 Infantry Brigade
Champions in the Brigade Sports. Cpl Megbahadur Gurung won the Corps Badminton singles
and with LCpl Yambahadur Gurung took the Corps Doubles as well. Finally we entered an 8 man
team in the Army Bobsleigh Association training week at Igls in Austria. Two 2 man bobs
qualified for the Army Novice/Junior championships held in January. One of the best drivers was
LCpl Mahéndra Thapa who has never even driven a car!

1992 was an extremely successful year for the Squadron. The reputation of our soldiers is
as good as ever and, most importantly, it has been proved that we can not only work alongside
the rest of the Corps but can also be fully integrated within it, whilst maintairing the highest
Gurkha traditions - Jai 69!

The 35m suspension bridge at Carrbridge - Ex Famous Grouse IV
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70 SUPPORT SQUADRON

OC Maj PB Chambers RE
2IC Capt TJ Hough RE
GCapt Capt(QGO) Judbahadur Gurung
SSM W02(SSM) Tulbahadur Gurung

The year for 70 Squadron started with Maj Paul Chambers taking over the helm from Maj
Richard Cobbold and immediately deploying with his Tac HQ to the Royal Hong Kong Golf Club
where he has remained ever since. Design Team under Capt Mike Suttill (on the 8th green)
prepared numerous project reports and carried out site supervision notably for the Castle Peak
Range Road, anotherslipway at Wong Shek and a firing console for the new 94mm HEAT Range
- now all we need is the 94mm ammunition! Workshops, under Capt Clive Clayton (on the 16th
fairway) continued to work hard at maintaining the boat flect and producing copious signs to keep
pace with the various amalgamations and reorganisations. We’re not going to say anything about
resources mainly because nobody knows what they get up to but also because Capt Dave Coles
wouldn’t know a putter from a Mashie Niblick (whatever that is). Finally Capt(QGO)
Gopalkrishna Gurung has commanded CMT down at Perowne who have had a very successful
year: only 17 Road Traffic Accidents and no fatalities.

Onhe sporting front the Squadron had a most successful year, the crowning glory of which
was the return of the Sapper Bowl to Sck Kong after an absence of 3 years. The Sek Kong troop
and CMT achieved first and second positions respectively in the March and Shoot competition
and CMT won the Drill with a stunning display of contemporary dance routine in quick time on
a cold January moming.

DESIGN TEAM

Design Team’s year started as 1992 had ended, with SSgt (later W02) Murray camped on
the Castie Peak Range Road. Work continued throughout the year and, with the need to remove
aculvert and install atemporary bridge, is likely to continue into 1993. Much of the year was spent
with the GE(C) and SSgt Gordon refining a Territorial Integrity Aide Memoire for use by all
BFHK units and the result is now an invaluable reference. There were the usual changes to the
team, most notable of which were the commissioning of W02 Tshering Lama to Lt(QGO) and
his departure to a field troop to learn what it’s like to be on the receiving end of a Design Team
drawing, and the arrival of SSgt Mockridge who made us all (apart from the GE(C)) feel
desperately unfil.

Very heavy rainfall in 1992 gave the Team an interesting problem when a 15m section of
the HEAT range road at Pak Nai subsided. The requirement was to produce plans for both a
temporary and permanent repair, the former to be effected in a 3 week period (at a cost of no more
than $25K) in order to allow access for the various support weapons concentrations in October.
The eventual solution devised by SSgt Bhalabahadur Rai, after examining the possibility of
improvised bridging, was to reroute the road inland by 25m. Plant Troop together with men from
68 Sqn carried out the work in early September which involved the excavation of over 7500 cubic
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SSgt Murray on the Castle Pe
road
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Plant Troop supports 68 Sqn
on the Pak Nai road
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metres of carth and the construction of a 75m long stretch of gravel road. 68 Sqn will take on the
permanent repair in 1993.

With the Regiment going big on Counter Terrorist Search in recent years, one facility
lacking from the training suite was our very own 2 up, 2 down, zero rated Poll Tax des res with
a nice front door waiting to be kicked down by a search team. The concrete blockhouse on the
training hard which, has been used as an ashtray for the past 25 years, was selected as the victim
for transformation and SSgt Mockridge immediately set aboutits conversion. The main task was
the construction of a traditional timber pitched roof onto the existing flat one together with
brickwork gable walls and support piers. Inside, a suspended timber floor and brick fireplace
were builtin the sitting room while the bedroom was fitted with a built-in wardrobe and floor plug
hide. After the structural alterations and hides (Ssh, don't tell the search teams!) all that remained
was the decoration of walls and woodwork and the replacement of the aforementioned fag ends
to give it a realistic “occupied” feel. The facility provided valuable trade experience to Cpl
Purnachandra Limbu’s section from 67 Sqn.

The Regiment was given the chance to have a go at constructing a brick patio when the
Queen’s Own Gurkha Transport Regiment decided their mess wasn'’t naff enough. The work
involved covering an area of 12m x 4m with red paving bricks and surrounding it with a 600mm
high omate block wall. Although the project was small and not technically complicated, it did
pose problems because of the very high standard of bricklaying required. Fortunately, 67 Sqn
which was tasked with the work, was able to borrow LCpl SubasherRai from 68 Sqn. He produced
an exceptionally high standard of work and must take all the credit for an excellent finished
product.

SSgt NC Mockridge RE
SSgt Bhalabahadur Rai

WORKSHOPS

Although most of Workshops is manned by locally employed Chinese civilians, the Troop
is a main element of the Squadron and of vital importance to the Regiment. Boat Troop outboard
motors and the hulls themselves are virtual sitting tenants in the main workshop; without this
facility, the Troop would be unable to carry out their operational task. Most significantly, the
workshop has the only signwriting facility in the garrison so when, for example, GTR was
rechristened QOGTR (or QGOTR as appeared in the first batch) almost 100 new signs had to be
produced for the Gun Club Hill Barracks. No task is too big or too difficult for this small band
of tradesmen.

PLANT TROOP

The main theme for the year was the (you’ve guessed it) Castle Peak Range Road on which
mostmembers of the Troop spent many weeks and gained a great deal of experience. Throughout
the year, all the infantry battalions benefitted from plant support mainly when digging in their
defensive positions on exercises. Probably the saddest occasion was when the Troop bade
farewell to the 3 Aveling Barford Dumptrucks and the old Hymac MCT. All these vehicles have
given sterling service in their 22 years with the colours; their departure was marked by the usual
barbecue and presentation of a Kothimora Crankshaft before they went on pension (to one of the
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scrapyards in Kam Tin).
RESOURCES

The article from Resources Troop is on demand.
CMT (As seen through the eyes of the MT Clerk)

I was very happy when told by the ORQMS of my next appointment as MT clerk as the
job offers a different working environment and hopefully less working hours than in the Orderly
Room. Having completed my takeover from Spr Somprasad Gurung I started my work with
vigour but in a relaxed manner. I soon leamnt that the job entails not only clerical work but also
assisting the MT QMSI on matters such as licensing, courses, traffic accidents, tunnel tickets and
unlicensed interpreter. The job does have its positive side such as getting behind a steering wheel
as you are automatically eligible for the in-house driver training if a course is available. I must
confess I have been enjoying my time in CMT and hope it remains so for a long time to come.

Spr Krishnaraj Rai

Clearing up after the safe and skilled driving competition
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STAFF LIST

SENIOR SERVING OFFICERS OF THE REGIMENT

Brig HH Kerr OBE, BSc(Eng), sq

Col IDC Anderson BSc(Eng), psc(n)+

Col JG Baker MBE, BSc(Eng), psc+

Col WJ Chesshyre MA, psc, ndc

Col CW Haskell BSc, psc+, aic

Col INB Stuart BSc(Eng), psc+

Col JA Thorp MBE,MA, psc+

Col D Verschoyle BA MICE, psc

Lt Col DR Bill BSc(Eng), psc

Lt Col PGCP Druitt sq

Lt Col JR Durance BSc(Eng), psc

Lt Col PJ Gilbert BSc, psc+

Lt Col MAC Hughes BSc(Eng), psc+

Lt Col GC Kershaw BSc(Eng), CEng, MICE, sq
Lt Col I Kinnear

Lt Col RJ Little BSc(Eng), sq

Lt Col CMcF Peebles MBE,BSc(Eng), psc+
Lt Col JA Pinel psc

Lt Col MD Reynolds BSc(Eng), CEng, MICE, FIPlantE, sq
Lt Col JA Ris BSc(Eng), psc+

Lt Col AS Tuggey BSc(Eng), osc(MAL), sq
Lt Col PA Wall MA, psc+

Lt Col GJ Whitty MBE

OFFICERS OF THE REGIMENT

Lt Col PH Blundell MBE, BSc(Eng), psc+
Lt Col LSI Inge

Maj NHW Fenn

Maj M Stevenson

Maj JR White BSc(Eng), psc+

Maj JW Shanahan

Maj PB Chambers BSc(Eng), CEng, MICE
Maj DG Gall

Capt TR Urch BEng

Capt JA Bowden MA

Capt TLV Treanor MA

Capt SPF Harris BA

Capt PE Coxen

Capt AJA Maclachlan

Capt TJ Hough BEng

Capt BP Wellard BA

Capt IM Slack

23

Comd Engr BAOR
CRE 1 Armd Div
Col Engr 1

DA Prague

Comdt AA Coll
Comdt DNBCC
Col MO3

Def Wks Svces

CO 39 Engr Regt
20 Liaison HQ

CO 35 Engr Regt
SO1 DMAO
SO1LSOR 10
HM Naval Base Rosyth
Engr Resources
SO1Engr6

SO1 Grove Study
CO 21 Engr Regt
SO1 HQ AFCENT
SO1 UNFICYP
SO1 HQDT

MA to MGO

CO 101 Engr Regt (EOD)

Comdt

oM

2IC

OC 67 Sqn
OC 68 Sgn
OC 69 Sqn
OC 70 Sp Sgn
Design Tp Comd
Adjt

Ops Offr

Trg Offr

2IC 67 Sgn
2IC 68 Sgn
2IC 69 Sqn
2IC 70 Sp Sgn
A Tp Comd

B Tp Comd



Capt PRA Darroch BSc
Capt RS Hourahane BSc(Eng)
Capt CG Clayton

Capt DJ Coles

Lt IK Stewart

Lt 1J Stirling-Stainsby
Lt EW Judge BEng

Lt AC Venmore BEng
Lt PA Vickers BSc

Lt RS Morton Bsc

LtR Wardlaw BEng

ATTACHED OFFICERS
Maj MD Tetlow AGC(SPS)

Maj DJM Ferguson RAMC
Capt SA Licence AGC(ETS) BA

GURKHA COMMISSIONED OFFICERS

Capt(GCO) Milanchandra Gurung
Capt(GCO) Mahendraprasad Gurung

QUEEN’S GURKHA OFFICERS

Maj(QGO) Surjahahadur Thapa MVO

Capt(QGO) Haribahadur Thapa
Capt(QGO) Budhikumar Gurung
Capt(QGO) Dilkumar Limbu
Capt(QGO) Nainabahadur Tamang
Capt(QGO) Judbahadur Gurung
Capt(QGO) Imanhang Limbu BEM
Capt(QGO) Gopalkrishna Gurung
Capt(QGO) Manbahadur Gurung
Capt(QGO) Mohankumar Gurung
Capt(QGO) Binodkumar Lama
Capt(QGO) Lalitprasad Limbu
Lt(QGO) Arunkumar Zimba
Li(QGO) Bijayshor Rai

Lt(QGO) Bhaktabahadur Rai
Lt(QGO) Hombahadur Limbu
Lt(QGO) Giriraj Thapa

Li(QGO) Dambahadur Gurung
Lt(QGO) Bibakumar Rai
Liy(QGO) Tshering Lama
Lt(QGO) Gancsh Gurung
L(QGO) Indraprasad Chhetri

24

E Tp Comd

G Tp Comd

Wksp Tp Comd
Resources Tp Comd
Boat Tp Comd

D Tp Comd

F Tp Comd

Sp Tp Comd 69 Sqn
I Tp Comd

Tp Offr 67 Sqn

Tp Offr 67 Sgn

Paymaster
RMO
UEO

QM 2GR
Ops Offr 69 Sqn

GM

GCapt 67 Sqn
GCapt 68 Sgn
GCapt 69 Sqn
GCapt 70 Sp Sgn
Manning Offr
Asst Trg Offr
MTO

Families Offr

H Tp Comd

Asst UEO TDBG
Bde Catering Offr
Head Clerk

Boat Tp QGO

D Tp QGO

F Tp QGO

Nepal Leave

G Tp QGO

B Tp QGO

A Tp QGO

Sp Tp QGO 69 Sqn
Head Clerk BGTC



Lt(QGO) Ravindra Sahi BGMRO

Lt(QGO) Hombahadur Rana 1 Tp QGO
Lt(QGO) Mohan Rana E Tp QGO
L1(QGO) Gopal Gurung Asst UEO
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SPORTS ROUND UP

Inlastyear’sissue, we covered a host of sports from football through badminton to boxing.
In 1992 the Regiment's sporting prowess was no less successful with a second consecutive
victory in the Nepal Cup, beating 10GR easily in the final at TDBG, and once again winning the
coveted Tickle Fitness competition and its associated (and equally coveted) £300.00 cheque. Due
to the slightly late issue of this year's magazine, I can now happily report that the Regiment won
the Nepal Cup for the third consecutive year when 2GR was beaten 1-0 at TDBG on 7 Mar 93.
A full report, plus other results is below.

The Victorious Heaton C up Squad

FOOTBALL

The Regiment is currently leading in the British Forces League competition having played
8 games without defeat.In the Major Units knockout cup, we beat QG Signals 3-0 in the semi-
final on 10 March 1993 which put us through to the final and another victory against 2GR on 21
March 1993. The best result of all is the most covetted prize in the Brigade, the Nepal Cup. We
were fortunate to draw a bye in the first round and faced QOGTR inthe semi-final on 28 February.
This was an excellent game with good football being played by both teams. QGE scored the first
goal through Spr Gunbahadur Gurung hitting the bar and Spr Budhibahadur netting it on the
rebound. QOGTR equalised 15 minutes later and at full time the score remained 1-1. Extra time
brought no change to the score so it went to penalties and the chance for the newly arrived 2Lt
Roger Morton to prove himself in goal. The result is now history and the final result was 5-4 after
the penalty shoot-out. It was well in to the second half of the final 2 week later before the dynamic
combination of Budhibahadur and Gunbahadur once again launched the attack which gave the
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Regiment its third successive victory. Budhibahadur crossed from left allowing Gunbahadur to
intercept and strike; the ball hit the bar then went in. Despite a few spirited attempts to save the
day, 2GR failed to come up with the goods and, when the final whistle went, the score stood at1-
0 and the cup was once again our’s.

Also on the football field, another quite unexpected trophy came our way in 1992. Those
unsung heroes of the air-conditioned o[fice, who daily court danger working only inches from the
staccato chatter of their deadly Olivetti typewriters and laugh in the face of the misplaced comma,
took away the Heaton Cup in a hard fought competition against crack clerical teams from across
the Brigade. From the QGE goalmouth Spr Maniraj Gurung repelled successive onslaughts from
BGMRO Sturmtruppen while encouragement and orange peel were hurled by SSgt Tika Rai from
the touchline. Spr Narbahadur Sunar despatched team after team with the same ruthless efficiency
he despatches envelope after envelope while Sgt Prabharkasing, known as “The Chief”,
demonstrated masterly ball control and showed there was no place for second best when QGE had
pOSSESSion.

TRAILWALKER

Hoping to rcpeat last year’s success, Lt Iain Stirling-
Stainsby started early on a comprehensive training pro-
gramme for the Trailwalker team. On a hot, dry morning on
Fri 30 Oct 92 over 2000 runners (and walkers) from across
the Territory set out on the 100km course. The QGE team of
Sprs Bikram Gurung, Padambahadur Thapa, Agnikumar
Thapa and Durgabahadur Chand got off to an excellent start
and by halfway were about 30 minutes ahcad of the next
team. Things started to go wrong however for SprPadam and
onTai Mo Shan he was withdrawn with asuspected collapsed
lung. It was 10GR who eventually took line honours but, as
in previous years, a great deal of money was raised forHong  Concentration and perspirationin
Kong and Gurkha charities. The March and Shoot

GOLF

“Why are you in civvies?” “Because I'm on a course today” became a popular exchange
during the Peebles dynasty and there was no question about the Regiment’s pre-eminence at the
game. In 1992, QGE was narrowly beaten into second place by COD in the Inter Unit League and
it’s interesting Lo note that maturity is no bar to a place in the Regimental team with the combined
ages of Col Peebles, Maj Mike Tetlow (the new Paymaster), Maj Paul Chambers and Capt Mike
Suttill amounting to a staggering 176 years!

SQUASH

For those interested in smaller balls, a change of Commandant has brought a move away
from the Golf Course to the Squash Court (having said that, Col Peter has occasionally been
spotted in the vicinity of Fanling). RHQ very much dominate the game with the first team
consisting of the Commandant, the 2IC (Maj Nigel Fenn), the Adjutant and WO2 Russell, the
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Regimental PTIL. Lt Ian Stewart and W02 Damar Ghale from 67 Sqn complete the squad. So far
this year, and the season s still young, QGE has come 3rd in the Inter Corps Championships and
is set to win the Major Units League with an as yet unbeaten record. Maj Fenn and Capt Urch are
both in the British Forces team and, with the game’s rise in popularity, the Regiment was able to
put a second team into the British Forces Major Units League for the first time.

SAPPER BOWL COMPETITION

Arriving last year at the climax of the 1992 competition, I remember thinking what a
healthy disregard for the Adjutant General's directive on presenting alcoholic prizes for sports
was being exercised when the eventual winners, A Troopunder Lt Chris Burke, walked away with
14 “slabs” of San Miguel! Following the format instituted the previous year, the competition was
split in two halves (I was wondering if you might work in “It was a game of 2 halves, Brian” into
the sports page - Ed.) with the ball sports being played before Christmas 1991 and the military
events (shooting, orienteering and sweating in general) taking place in late January 1992. No
matter how many spurious exercises were arranged or bridging trains booked, 70 Sqn and CMT
continued to find men to represent them in their events so that, by the start of Phase 2, they were
neck and neck with A Troop. Maybe it was the extra edge on fitness or maybe the double points
for the March & Shoot (or most probably the lure of double helpings of San Miguel) which just
carried A Troop through to victory on the last day.

.

A Troop wins The 1992 Sapper Bowl

28



THE REGIMENTAL BIRTHDAY

On Mon 28 Sep 92, the majority of the QGE Sappers residing in Kathmandu gathered at
BGTC to celebrate The Regimental Birthday. There were about 50 people in attendance, the
oldest of whom was Dr Harsabahadur Bura Magar who was awarded his PhD in political science
after he left the Regiment. The Commandant’s Special Routine Order of the day was read out by
the Garrison Engineer, Maj Bob Cross. Afterwards, drinks and titbits were served and everyone
enjoyed meeting and talking to each other. All present expressed their deep sorrow towards two
ex-QGE men, Cpls Dhanbahadur Gurung and Jasbahadur Tamang, wholost theirlives in the Thai
Air crash on 31 Jul 92 on their way back from the GRU.

Meanwhile in Pokhara, over 40 members of the Regiment, both retired, leave and ERE
wallahs attended a reunion at the Brigade of Gurkhas Camp. The celebrations were organised by
Hon Lt(GCO) Hukumraj Thapa who is now the Engineering Director for the Gurkha Welfare
Trust after retiring as GM in May 1992.

Finally, aboul 25 gathered at the home of Hon Lt(QGO) Bhimraj Limbu in Dharan to mark
the occasion. The weather was not too pteasant but this did not dampen spirits. Capt{(QGO)(Retd)
Jamansing Rai gave a short speech to mark the occasion and the day finally came to anend at about
6 o’clock when all bade farewell to each other, promising a repeat performance on the 15th
birthday in 1993, Jai QGE!

SSgt Narbahadur Darlami
Hon Li(GCO) Hukumraj Thapa
Spr Rajendraprasad Shrestha

HONG KONG

At home, the 44th birthday celebrations were opened for the first time by a Commandant
younger than the Regiment itself. The recently arrived Colonel Peter started the day by reading
out the Special Routine Order then, with the GM, cut a staggering (and quite delicious) selection
of cakes and presented L.Cpl Prembahadur Ale of 67 Sqn with the Bowring Trophy.

44th birthday celebration in
Kathmandu ...
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...in Pokhara ...

LCpi Prembahadur Ale being pre-
sented with The Bowring Trophy
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From Major G J F Price RE

THE QUEEN’S GURKHA ENGINEERS

Major J R White RE
Editor QGE Magazine 30 January 1993

Dear John

As you know I had very much hoped to be posted to the Regiment again, but it was to my
etermal surprise that I landed the most unsual posting of all. Many called, few are chosen and
none volunteer! The posting of Secretary to The Queen's Gurkha Engineers Association is one of
the most challenging.

Most members of the Regiment will regard "The Association" as a collection of "old fuddy
duddies”, best humoured, spoken to politely and under no circumstances to be allowed anywhere
near the modern Gurkha Regiment. Few subalterns will inmediately appreciate the value of their
subscription (which we generously reduced so as not to campete with the deposit on the Porsche).
They would be surprised as I later was, in my two years as Secretary, to see the mmber of casual
enquiries made by Captain (Retd) "When is the next re-union", "Do you know where Branham is now",
"How old is Pooley anyway". It seams that Ammy officers become more gppreciative as they age!

The OGEA today represents cne of the larger active Regimental Associations with a mailing
list of over 400 representing very different periods in the Regiment's history -~ Melaya, Borneo,
Hong Kang, UK. The Association contributes to Gurkha charities directly, and makes a small
contribution to Dashain celebrations whilst some of its members are themselves inwvolved with
charitable work in Nepal. A core of members in East Anglia actively support the Gurkha Welfare
Trust (East Anglia). The Perowne Scholarship provides financial assistance to the sons and
daughters of our officers and soldiers to study engineering in Nepal and overseas.

I discovered during my brief time as Secretary that there is a great cowadeship amongst
the Brigade of Gurkhas past and present which is in many ways unique. The Association will be
whatever its members want it to be. For the present it is both a link between past and present
members of the Regiment and an active body contributing in a small way to repaying the debt owed
by all of us to the "pension wallahs" who served us so well., Its future direction largely
depends on you.

I'11 finish this piece, written with the usual two hours notice that one has core to
expect, with a plea to all QGEA members. Do keep in touch with the Secretary, (who now is Lt Col
Andrew Tuggey RE at AT2, First Avenue House, High Holborn, London WC1V 6HE). In keeping with
long established tradition he was posted in to the job after the selection comittee had
determined that he was the only officer to meet the criteria ie he was not present at the meeting
and had not actually refused the post. Our handover took place at Kai Tak in trensit!

With best wishes from a retired Secretary.
Yours,

Graham
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FAMILY NEWS

I am very grateful to Jimmy Nobbs for supplying me with much of the information in this
section, The rest of it has been gleaned by reading between the lines (in some cases, not many lines
to read between) of members’ Christmas cards and extrapolating the dates to make it look like
hotnews. Bearing inmind thatmembership of the QGEA isnow over 300, itisimpossible to cover
more than a'few. We hope however that these notes may help in bringing some of you up to date
and apologise now for any omissions.

Hank and Juliet Bowen. Hank is in the throes of writing the second volume of our
Regimental History. Although he has written to anumber of QGEA members, getting replies has
proved difficult. Please do what you can to help him in this important task. Both Hank and Juliet
are well, busy and enjoying life.

John and Beroe Freeland. John, Beroe and eldest son Ian continue to farm at Kinbury and
have “diversified” for survival into the next century. Julia is now in Chile on Operation Raleigh
whilst Sarah, having travelled the world, has entered Ealing University to read tourism . Justin,
having served in the Gulf with 9/12 Lancers, is now in Bosnia sporting a blue beret. He was
recently wounded by mortar fire as was widely reported at the time.

Jimand Sue Stuart. Jimis now Commandant at Winterbourne Gunner; his third NBC job.
Sue is tutor of Nursery Education at Cricklade Adult College, Andover. Nigel is in Turkey with
Sunsail Flotillas. Patrick is at Manchester reading alcoholic poisoning and philosophy. Jonathan
finishes Marlborough this year.

John and Judy Baker. John is most suitably placed at MOD as Col Engr 1. They live at
West Byfleet and John loves the daily commuting. Judy is in fine form and Alexandra (10) has
recently gone to Wallhampton near Lymington whilst Victoria (6) is at a local school.

Philip and Phyllis Cook. The Phils are working very hard running their own estate agency
which is hased in Chatham. They are contemplating a move to Tunbridge Wells to escape the
noise of the M2 . Stewart finished at Southampton University and is now on Sandhurst. Sasha is
at Bath and Simon at Kings, Canterbury where he has started his A Level Studies.

John and Susie Pinel. John is commanding 21 Engr Regt at Nienburg and Susie returns
from time 1o time to maintain her picture restoration business. Francesca (5) has started school
and Alexander (3) is at Playschool.

Bill and Bimala Chesshyre. Having been active members of the audience in Bucharest
during the downfall of the Ceaucescu regime, Bill and Bimala moved to Prague in April 1990
where Bill is DA. They went to Nepal on their inter tour leave to visit Bimala's family and will
be returning to the UK in mid 1993.

Andrew and Clare Tuggey. Andrew is now in MOD as the SOl AT2a (phew!) after
commanding R Mon RE(M). He commutes weekly from Wales where he and Clare plan to buy
a house in the Marches. Clare is now in her 18th home in 18 years of marriage. Piers (15) is at
Marlborough whilst Oliver (12) and Henry (10) are at Great Ballard near Chichester. Andrew is
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now Secretary of the QGEA.

James and Rosie Anderson. Jamesis CRE 1 Armd Div at Herford. He spends alotof time
sailing and is taking his Coastal Skipper’s tickel. Rosie is enjoying Germany and the skiing.
Drummond (14) is at Eton whilst William (11) and Alexander (8) are at St George’s, Windsor.

Richard and Ann Ciaglinski. Richard is running ASTS at Beaconsfield, commuting
from Famham. Annis Head of Yearatalarge Comprehensive School, teaching modem American
history. Richard has a pilot’s licence and in the Summer, he and Ann flew around the USA.

Philip and Kate Poole. Philip is working hard in LSOR 2 at the MOD. He and Kate had
a son, Edward, last Summer.

Andrew Mills. Andrew Mills has finished being a spook with MOD'’s crack DI60. He is
now commanding 20 Fd Sqn at Maidstone and is a popular figure (especially with the girls - none
of whom he has yet married!) among the sailing fraternity on the South Coast.

James and Nicky Hignett. Afterkicking Saddam back to Baghdad, James is now working
at Bulford on the staff of the elitc 3 UK Div.

Garth and Ulla Whitty. Ensuring that the aforementioned stays in Baghdad, Garth has
for the past ycar been with UNIKOM in Iraq. He is quite often seen on our screens on CNN News.
Ulla has been keeping the home fircs burning and is looking forward to the end of a year’s
separation when Garth takes command of 101 Engr Regt (EOD)(V).

Brian and Pascale Olley. Brian has completed his tour in MOD and taken command of
13 Map Production Sqn. He and Pascale live in Pirbright and Pascale works in Camberley.

Hamish and Lizzie MacLeod. The MacLeods are now in Scotland (it had to happen at
some time!). The twins, Alexandra and Kirsty, are at School and their third child, Amanda, was
born just before Christmas. Hamish will take command of 38 Engr Regt in Ripon in December.

John and Philippa Durance. After a spell as MA to the Minister for the Armed Forces,
Big Archie Hamilton, John took over command of 35 Engr Regt in war tom Bosnia. John’s QM
is Peter Chapplow so an old 69 Sqn partnership is renewed. Philippa has completed her teacher
training.

David and Gay Bill. David is now CO 39 Engr Regt at Waterbeach. He and Gay have 3
children.

Peter and Catherine Gilbert. Peter recently finished a 2 year stint at Antrim as OC 33
Indep Fd Sqn. He has now taken up an appointment as an SOl in DMAO’s office so will find
himself travelling frequently to Africa. He and Catllerine have 2 daughters...and we’ll never
forget that epic stag night in Macau 10 years ago!

Graham and Sheila Gibbs. Graham has recently taken over 7 Fd Sgn in John Pinel's

Regiment after 2 years instructing our future commanders at JDSC. Whilst at Warminster,
Graham entered the Himalaya Everest Marathon in Dec 91 and came 8th as an individual entry,
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beating many of the teams {rom the Brigade. He and Sheilanow have 3 children and Rebecca (8)
has recently been accepted on a gymnastics scholarship at Port Regis School, Dorset.

Grahamand Rebecca Price. The Prices arrived back in Hong Kong in Oct 92 and Graham
isnow at HQBF as the S02 J4(Qtg). Hisown quarterisatRo yden Court where the traditional Price
organised Chinese New Year parties will be held over the next 2 years.

Peter and Sally Watson. Pcler has retired from the Regular Army and is reading
Conservation Management at Stirling University. He and Sally, who is working hard to set up a
new company, live in Clackmannan during the week and at Ardnamurchan at weekends. Peter
also finds time to command a DROPS squadron in 153 (Highland) Arty Sp Regt RCT(V).

Mark and Amanda Hughes. Mark has recently moved from Wilton to MOD following
his promotion to Lt Col. His current appointment is the SO1 in LSOR 10. He and Amanda have
one daughter.

John and Gilly Gunns. John was appointed MBE in 1992 following his tour as COS 8 Inf
Bde in Londonderry. He is now OC 4 Fd Sqn at Nienburg (another one of Pinel’s men!) and has
recently returned from a tour in Belize. They have one baby daughter.

Tony and Linda Harking. Taking over from 4 Fd Sqn in Belize will be Tony Harking’s
25 Fd Sgn. Keeping the home fires burning back in Iserlohn will be Linda with their 2 children.

Ian and Annie Caws. Ian is OC 77 Armd Engr Sqn in Munsterlager. He and Annie have
2 children,

Malcolm Peart. Afier a long period under the heading “Address not Known” in the
Association list, Malcolm checked in to the Adjutant’s office in Hong Kong in July 1992. After
many adventures around the world (you’d never believe them so I'm not going to bother printing
them) he is now working as a geologist for Consulting Engineers Mott MacDonald on the new
Tsing Ma suspension bridge which will link Lantau to the New Territories as part of the new
Airport project. Obviously they’d heard about Malcolm’s famous Kam Tsin Wai bridge behind
Malaya Lines!

Mark and Jacqui Freeman. After 2 years of playing excellent hosts to itinerant QGE
officers while on secondment with the Royal Brunei Armed Forces, Malk and Jacqui, together
with children Jennifer and Miles, moved hack to UK in September 1992. At the time of going to
press, we heard that Mark was picked up for Redundancy.

Steve and Julia Tucker. The Tuckers now have a baby daughter, Alice. They are living
in Puttenham, Surrey.

David and Kim Jones. Afier a funpacked, leavepacked two and a half years as Adjutant,
David left shortly before Christmas 1992 (o be the new Ops Officer with 33 Engr Regt (EOD).

He and Kim now have a son, Sam; Kim has returned to the Army to continue her dentistry.

Paul and Fiona Durrant. The Durrants live in Kintbury, Berkshire and have 2 boys.
Against all trends, or so he says, Paul is eaming (or at least getting paid) vast amounts in the City.
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Mark and Lesley Foden. Mark lefl the Army in 1990 and read for an MBA at Cranfield
while Leslcy continued her illustralor’s course at Newbury. All studies complete, they are now
both living in Kent together with their Rottweiler, Frank.

Ken and Christine Hazard. Ken strategically retired close to the sea and is working as
an RO at the RE Training Camp, Wyke Regis.

Mike and Jane Law. Mike lcft the Medway Towns after almost 8 years there in January
1992, He moved to Hawley where he raised and now commands :130 Amph Engr Sqn, 78 Engr
Regt(V).

m

PR 5 B TV ) v T O

HE S 2 S
Hrh3wrE7
i T

ps2
A

¢l

WITH THE COMPLIMENTS
OF
Ho’s Fasl.n(m Lau Kwok Hing
Clover Dispensary . .
Li Pak Shing
K. K. Wu
St. John B Trust C Lam Hon Chung
. John Bosco Trust Co. Sung Wai Man

Cheung Hing Chik

35




QGOO’S PORTRAIT UNVEILED

In a simple ceremony in the British Officers’ Mess in November, a portrait of our latest
Queen’s Gurkha Orderly Officer was unveiled. The British Officers have traditionally com-
missioned portraits of the QGOOs for hanging in the mess, To date, 7 Queen’s Gurkha Officers
of the Regiment have held this prestigious appointment and the latest, Maj(QGO) Surjabahadur
Thapa MVO, retumed to Hong Kong in April to take over as GM from Maj(QGO) Hukumraj
Thapa (whose own father, Narbahadur, was our first QGOO).

On this occasion however, the portrait was quite special in that it was painted by Martin
Gillott who, until July when he left the Army, was 2IC of 67 Squadron. As time was short and
both artist and subject were about to move to new jobs (Martin is now working for Swissbank
Corporation in Hong Kong) work started almost as soon as Surjabahadur Saheb arrived back and
continued in a series of sittings at the artist’s “studio” in 2 Perowne Heights throughout May.

The Mess possesses a fine collection of portraits of our Colonels Commandant and
Queen’s Gurkha Orderly Officers. This year we have been fortunate to benefit from the talent
and generosity of one of our own officers to add to that collection.

The Commandant says a few choice words at the unveiling of the portrait (and the artist’s new
waistcoat) in the presence of Maj(QGQO) Surjabahadur Thapa and Martin Gillott
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GARRISON WORKS OFFICE AND QGE IN NEPAL
By
Maj (GE(C)) RJ Cross RE

The Garrison Works Office (GWQ) Nepal began life rising from the ashes of the now
defunct PSA. Historically the PSA organisation in Nepal was located in Eastern Nepal in Dharan
and manned by the Royal Enginecrs using Locally Engaged Civilians (LEC) as a labour force.
All that ended with the closure of the military hospital in Dharan. In October 1990 the newly
named GWO under the then Garrison Engineer (GE), Capt AR Palmer RE, relocated to
Kathmandu, where there had been a limited presence previously. After much disruption and
heartache at making so many long serving employees redundant the now reduced team settled into
itsnew role asMOD employees. This initself being an extremely emotive subject with the spectre
of “Big Brother” looming on the horizon! Some would say their worst fears have materialised as
under NMS the Works purse strings arc controlled by local commanders! I must admit to having
doubts, but we are in the early stages yet so must see how it all works out.

Located in Kathmandu is HQ British Gurkhas Nepal (BGN), co-located in British Gurkha
Transit Camp (BGTC) whose role is to house soldiers and their families on their way to and from
Hong Kong. Most of you will be very familiar with the barracks here in Jawalakel. To the West
of Kathmandu is Pokhara. Located therc is British Gurkhas Pokhara (BGP). The camp is probably
one of the most attractive in the world. Well kept, well laid out and in a wonderful setting, with
Machapuchari dominating the Western views from the Messes. And then there is Dharan! To
those of you who have served in East Nepal but have not been there recently it would be quite sad
to see the deterioration that has taken place in the short time since the hospital closed down. The
British Gurkhas East Nepal (BGEN) is now reduced to the occupation of a leased building for
MFO at Itahari, the usc of pension paying facilities in Grindlay’s bank at Dhubi and the newly
occupied extension to the AWC at Phusre. This houses the relocated trek store, ARO (E) and the
MOD vehicle.

The responsibiltics of the GWO are the same as those of the PSA in UK and Arch SD and
EMSD in Hong Kong i.c. the maintenance of the MOD estate in the locations mentioned. This
of course includes any project work and minor new works. The budget is not great but reflects
that necessary to maintain a relatively new infrastructure; BGTC was completely rebuilt under
the watchful eye of Capt RN Butcher RE in 1988, while other elements of BGN were supervised
by Capt DJ Boyne RE.

The labour force consists of 56 LEC split almost evenly in two locations; Kathmandu and
Pokhara. The use of LEC is justified on the grounds that the local contractors are unable to provide
the service that the MOD had come to expect either in qualitiy or speed of reaction. The use
therefore of the traditional term “Contractor” is not possible. Contracts are probably the major
headache with which the GWO has to deal. It is very difficult to get contractors to supply items
under “normal”’ circumstances e.g. recently an advance payment had to be made to a supplier of
tiles before our names would even be entered on the waiting list! Six months and two letters to
the Ministry of Industry have not produced the goods. We have our money back but not the tiles!!

The GE Nepal (myself!) is directly responsible to the Commander BGN as the Property
for the upkeep of the estate. The day to day running of the GWO is in the hands of the Clerk of
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Works (Electricat), W02 G Hunter. He is responsible to the GE for all the detailed planning
involving the LEC: their tasking, the planning of projects, the writing and supervision of contracts
for all disciplines ctc. That is the rolc and a bricl description of the GWO in Nepal.

Working in BGN we have a number of former QGE personnel. They are scattered
throughout Nepal, some still in uniform, others working directly for the MOD while still others
work for the Gurkha Welfare Scheme. In fact it seems there is a growing list of ex GMs among
those listed: three at the last count!

Onc of the really pleasant aspects ol serving in Kathmandu has been the frequency with
which familiar [aces and old friecnds pass through. There seem to be far more from my recent trip
to Canada with 69 Gurkha Indcpendent Field Squadron than from 70 Support Squadron days! If
any of you are passing through plcase call and sec us, Mrs Cross will also be pleased (o see you
too.
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SAPPER JHAPATSING BHUJEL

Born in Gulmi in the Lumbini district of West Nepal, Spr
Jhapatsing was always interested in Boxing. He overcame a number
of difficulties in his search for glory but as a testament to his
commitment, on 29 Nov 92 he became the Amateur Lightweight
British Boxing Champion.

His boxing carcer began in Nepal, prior to enlistment in the
Brigade, where he won regional and national titles. In 1988 he was
selected for the Seoul Olympics and travelled to Florida for training
with the same coach who trained SugarRay Leonard. He wasinvited | o Wil

to stay in the USA (o train and fight but he refused, saying he would =58 T am»

miss his own country too much. Spr Jhapatsingh after win-
ning at the Hong Kong
Championships

After joining the Army in 1990 and coming to the attention of the Adjutant (by his
admission, on Boxing Day!) hc was pul forward for the various Hong Kong bouts and very soon
became the Hong Kong Lightweight Champion.

Spr Jhapatsing is now training in Aldershot with the Army Boxing team. In his short career
of just 6 ycars he has had 29 bouts and won 19 of them, 8 with knockouts. In January 1993 he won
his bout against the Navy and knocked out his RAF opponent in the Tri-Service Championships.
He has travclled the world, represented his country at the Olympic Games and on 18 February
1993 was named Best Army Boxerof the Year; aremarkable achievement for the young man who
started at Gulmi Sports Club and had 1o share-his boxing gloves with his friends.

With his brother Cpl Basantabahadur Bhujel and Cpl Dalbahadur Thapa after
the London Championships
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THE GM’S LECTURE

Every 2 or 3 weeks, a notice appears on Regimental Orders detailing a number of soldiers
to attend the “Gurkha Major’s Lecture”. Many will have wondered what is said behind those
closed doors to the Leave or Pension wallahs about to depart. As a result of last year’s magazine,
Brigadier(Retd) John Elderkin, who was the Regimental 2IC from 1965-67, sentus the following
extract from Maj(QGO) Kalusing Limbu’s notes who was GM from 1964-67.

1. As Gurkha Major it is my duty to Lell you the following points.
The points will be very important to you throughout your journey.

2. Dekitting. You must take your leave scale kits that have been given by the QM. You
are not permitted to take more than that.

3. Clearance. You must pay your credit bills and you should have clean hands from unit
canteen, barji, char wallah etc before leaving the camp.

4, Movements and Time. Once you leave here, your journey will continue until you reach
your home. You should not forgel the time of your move which will be told you by someone in
the future.

5. Discipline. This is a most important part of our lives. Your appearance and smartness
should always be with you all the time especially at the transit camps and depots throughout your
joumey. You should think your self that you are the best soldiers in your leave party.

6. Haircut. You are not a Sikh(Sardaji). You should have a good haircut which a Gurkha
soldier always does. If you are married, see your children have one too. If you are NCO, check
others. I do not want to see a soldier with long hair like Beatles!

7. Dress. CO Saheb seen some leave men without a mufti and tie. You are a pakka Gurkha
soldier not an American or RPC.

8. Customs. You must be careful to deal with Customs specially in Calcutta. You must
obey orders, rules and regs that you have been told here or we will tell you whenever necessary.
Be very carcful with your tongue whenever you speak, you must be polite as a gentleman with
good discipline. You cannot and must not take anything which you are not authorised to do so
such as raw gold, silver and spirits. You have been told by our records clerk and you have seen
orders that you cannot take watches or radios more than you are entitled to. If you do, you will
be accused and charged as you are smuggling. You must fully declare in your Customs forms.

9. Thief. You must be careful to keep or to look after your belongings including your
families, specially when you stop overnight in transit camps, travelling by rail in India or even
when trekking in the hills.

10. From Depot to Home. Y our bhariya should select by help of serving QGOs orNCOs
in the depot. They will tell you more about journey from and to home.
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11. At Home. You must talk to your parents and relatives politely and with good manners.
For all concerned in your village you should not tell them any shortcomings which you may have
seen within the Regiment or on your journey. You should tell them good and interesting things
only. Being a Sapper, you should help on any sort of construction or house in your village during
your stay at home.

12. Reporting back to Depot. You must come at the time you have been told. You must
not be absent without leave (34 LP 0087 Spr Sambahadur Thapa of 68 Sqn absent. 1st Charge:
Absent without leave; 2nd Charge: Failing to attend Military Duty).

13. Bringing a new Wife. Other’s wife and any second wife you should not try to bring
at all. Before you propose to get marriage, you must obtain your parents’ permission to do so. If
you are a VD patient, do not get married at all until you are all right. You are not allowed to bring
any other children with you when you return from leave. You can bring your own children if you
wish but you must tell their Lrue age.

14, Marriage Laws-Nepal. The Nepal Government by a law passed in 1965 have
forbidden any sccond marriages whilst the first wife is still living, unless the first wife suffers from
certain disabilities.

15. Good Names, You must think about your own good name and make a good name for
the Regiment even when you are away from it. You must not quarrel at any place with anyone.
You should never try to make arguments especially with Indian.

16. Married Men. Those who have families with you here tell all about what I have told
you today. It will help you in your family discipline too.

17. I wish all of you good luck and hope the advice which I have given you will help you
alot. If you remember it, you will enjoy a happy chhutti. At the end, I hope you will return here
with a good name and good respects.

Honorary Capt(GCO) Kalusing Limbu died in Taplejung in September 1990 and is
survived, among others, by his son LI(QGQO) Hombahadur Limbu who is a troop QGO in 68 Sqn.
Brigadier Elderkin relates a tale told to him by Kalusing while the latter was an infantryman
during the war. Kalusing was one of a party sent to guard the first aircraft he and his section had
ever been close to. He said that when moming came there was “the BIGGEST ANGRY EVER
IN THE ARMY!” Apparently some of the section, presumably including himself, had prodded
the fabric of the aircraft with bayonets to see if it was soft or hard! The message was that even
he had been young once.
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RALEIGH INTERNATIONAL SELECTION WEEKEND
BY
Capt P E Coxen RE

“Oh, you will thoroughly enjoy it, you get to mess civilians around all weekend””. This was
the bait with which I was lured into organising the administrative backup to the Raleigh
International Sclection Weekend held between 19-21 Feb 93 at Yuen Tun Camp.

The aim of the weckend is to identify suitable candidates to participate in Raleigh
International projects. These projects are 3 months in duration and generally involve acommunity
project, in a developing country, and an expedition.

The weekend started on Friday evening with the 25 potential candidates being stripped....
of anything that would be,likely to make life comfortable. They were then force marched to Yuen
Tun to begin a scries of tasks, designed and built by an Engineer section from 68 Gurkha Fd Sqn,
which would test mental and physical agility and stamina.

The devious mind of LCpl Rajen had been busily at work and he had provided a number
of suprises forthe candidates. Of particularnote was the “* Nightline” obstacle course which called
for improvisation all round. LCpl Rajen and his team designed and built an excellent and
innovative course which led venturers over and under water and through filthy water catchment
ditches full of cigar fish provided by the good people of Tsuen Wan. In addition “Phobia” proved
very popular. The venturers had Lo put one hand in a covered bucket and identify the contents.
This invoked some excellent ideas and answers, my favourite being, “it’s an animal with an
exoskeleton”. It was, in actual [act, a firc bucket filled with cow byproducts.

With the initial tasks complele the section set up a number of command tasks designed to
testcandidates leamwork and logic. By far the most popular solution to the river crossing problem
was that of OC 68 Sgn, Major John White whose skills were honed to a knife edge on the Army
Staff Course; he studied the problem, assessed his options, made a plan and fell head firstinto the
lake. Shyabas. (You Icave John Whitc out of this. He happens to be a very good friend of mine
- Willie Rous, Comdt Stafl College 1990-91).

Having worked up an appetite, the venturers were presented with a live chicken and some
potatoes. Afler a quick demonstration of the art of chicken decapitation, the venturers set to work
cooking dinncr. Such comments as “how do Itumn down the hexamine™ keeping us ever amused.

Eventually on Sunday afternoon it was all over. The venturers and LCpl Rajen’s section
packed up and headed for home. Of the 25 venturers attending selection only 7 passed. Many
thanks go to 2Lt Morton and Lt Stirling-Stainsby for the effort they put in over the weekend and
also to Ssgt Dinesh and Lepl Rajen for the effort they put in to make the weekend an outstanding
success.
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ARaleighadventurer demonstrating her coordination under the scrutiny of LCpl Suryabahadur
Rana

Bathtime for the adventurers
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THE CASTLE PEAK RANGE ROAD-PHASE TWO
..lHE ROAD TO HELL!
Captain I M Slack RE

Toward the end of last year, I was pleasantly surprised to receive a posting orderinstructing
me to reportto Hong Kong foratouras a Troop Commander with The Queen’s Gurkha Engineers.
At the time I was a “Troopy” in Waterbeach, having initially been with Plant Troop and later a
Field Troop. During my tlime in Watcrbcach I seemed to have spent most of my time working with
Plant, which considering my degree in Botany scemed fair enough, however, now I was off to
sunnier climes and I thought I'd made a clean break.

I was wrong! I arrived in Hong Kong and was introduced to the Regiment and began the
usual gripping and grinning process but in this case there was a little too much grinning for my
liking. I was soon to discover the cause, my new Squadron, 67 Gurkha Field Squadron, had been
tasked to complete phase two of the Castle Peak Range Road Project (CPRR) and I was to be the
Project Officer. As the name implies Castle Peak is amountain and as far as I could see “my road”
went over it!

Phasc one of the project had been completed in March 91 by 68 Gurkha Field Squadron.
The aim of the project had been to provide access into the Castle Peak live firing range area. This
had involved the construction of about 6 Km of track of which the first 1100m was concreted and
a total of 17 culverts, most of which were made of concrete filled sandbags. The completion of
Phase one greatly improved access Lo the arca, however the rough terrain meant that more work
would certainly be required after the rainy scason.

January arrived and Lt (QGO) Giriraj Thapa set to work with B Troop 67 Gurkha Field
Squadron. By the end of February the initial works were complete, repairs had been carried out
and new culverts constructed and everyone was feeling confident. Plant Troop then joined in,
rerouting the existing track and preparing the steep slopes for concreting. And so, Ileft them and
went off to Nepal on Trek, looking forward to returning to a spot of concreting and laughing at
those skeptics that had laughed at me.

On 4 May 92 we deployed, this time with 2 Troops, confident we could knock a month off
the original estimate and get on with some Troop training when we had finished. The site was a
logistic nightmare, having no water, shelter, or communications and being inaccessible to
readymix trucks due to the 1 in 4 slopes, but we had thought of everything, (the problem of
concrete delivery being solved by the use of adapted MWT buckets). Our biggest problem was
the high temperature, however, the QM came up trumps, producing, from some secret cache, a
supply of Empire building shorts (“twice around the knee and 16 inches!”) Every thing was set,
and on the § May we began to pour the first concrete.

Onthe eighth of May it also began to rain. When I say rain [ use the term somewhat loosely,
about 300 mm fell on just that day alone (115mm in the first hour). By the time we had managed
to react to the storm, the first pour had been washed away. So we packed up and attempted to limit
damage and dejectedly set off home. The following day we returned to site to see how bad the
damage was. All thc work we had done in February was ruined. The culverts had just survived
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Repairs to Culvert 2
carried out in Jan 92.

2Lt Stewart RE searches for the road! This was filled with 30
gabions & topped with a Self Supporting Concrete Slab.
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bul had been blocked in the first hour’s rain by the aggregate laid by Plant Troop. It was a sorry
looking troop Lhat returned to Perowng that night.

Four days later with the weather still very wet saw us back on site. We had managed to
obtain new drainage channels which we intended to lay along the whole road. First however, the
damage causcd nceded to be repaired and backfilled. The road that had four days earlier been
ready for concrele was now bounded by huge ditches dug by the rain. It was amazing to see the
power of the rain, the largest ‘ditch’ being about 2m deep and a similar width, while at the centre
of the alignment we had lost a large area of fill leaving the road only 3m wide. The Regiment
scraped the barrel and found me some more manpower, anyone not on an essential task was sent
out to the road. My fellow Troop Commanders suddenly found themselves without any
manpower and many bets were placed as to if and when my project would ever be completed. For
the next month we all worked to get back on schedule, struggling with laying 1500 x 1m long
drainage channels each weighing 185 kgs.

During this period SSgt Damcr Ghale and Sgt Bhola had been running around like men
possessed sorting oul any problems as Lthey arose, with a little help from 2Lt Stewart,fresh from
Chatham. On 13 June 92, we were ready once more to lay concrete, again spirits were
high....Again it rained.

This was another repeat of the May storm. This time we returned to a somewhat smaller
but still considerable amount of sub-base in the China Sea and the culverts blocked once more
but the drainage had held up. The greatest damage had been caused at the far end where again a
large portion of the road had been washed away. The Troop were devastated as once more a lot
of hard work had gone down the drain (literally). Design Team were called in again and yet
another plan made, this time including 30 gabion baskets and a self supporting concrete slab with
which to fill the resulting gap.

The project is now complete, having taken just 20 days longer than the initial estimate in
September 91. All that remains is to hand the road over and have the mother of all parties.

The project has not been easy, having had to compete with logistic and geographical
problems, not to mention the weather. However, the strength and resourcefulness of the Gurkha,
combined with a great deal of crisis management and design has paid off. The end result is an
excellent 4m wide, all weather road beyond many expectations. The road will be opened in late
September and to the uninformed eye looks unremarkable, save for the ground over which it
travels. In retrospect the project has actually been good fun, although at times it has caused
premature hair loss. It has provided excellent training, especially for the Plant Operators, not to
mention the challenge for myself and the Design Team.

Of lessons learned, the main one is to try not to undertake a major road project in the rainy
season. If, however, one must, then at least try to avoid doing it in the wettest year since 1889.
Otherwise as it says in the song: “On your journey ‘cross the wildemess, From the desert to the
well, You have strayed-across the motorway to hell!”
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Concrete at last! July 92

The finished product, complete with culvert and gabion reinforced landslide Aug 92
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TILMAN’S TRAIL
Captain Charles Higgins RE

As many a keen young officer has discovered, Gurkhas are not generally noted for their
interest in climbing hills for fun; they tend to get enough of it in their youth to last a lifetime. So
it may have been the offer of an extra month in Nepal after leave, on full pay, which provided me
with the seven soldiers I nceded (o make this climbing expedition to those same mountains
worthwhile, and justifiably an adventurous training exercise rather than a(nother) ‘swan’, not that
I would dream of admitting it.

It was with some surprise and a great deal of relief on my part, that the team of eleven all
assembled at the right place on more or less the right date, coming as they did from countries as
far apart as England and Korea, and all parts of Nepal in between. Gathered in Kathmandu last
November were four Brits and the six soldiers already in Nepal on their long leave; the seventh
was combining the expedition with a month’s granted leave - I'm not sure how much his heart
was in the expedition, and how much it was elsewhere. Three of the four were ‘the climbers’;
Captain Richard Hourahanc from 69 Squadron, Doctor Richard Owen (Scouse to avoid
confusion), and myself. The fourth was Warrant Officer Eddie Rees the Regimental AQMS, keen
to ‘have a go’.

We left Kathmandu in our own chartered bus - full of porters, Gurkhas and kit - as early
as we were realistically able lo; which was three days later. The city was swathed in mist but the
road soon rose above it, and we looked across the sunlit terraces and wealthy farms of Kathmandu
valley, where not a squarc inch of land is wasted. Our driver swung confidently around hairpin
bends overlooking rivers which seemed mere trickles they were so far below, and with stops at
four separate checkpoints where our passports, visas, trekking and climbing permits were all
inspected and assiduously rccorded, we [inally halted in the middle of Dhunche’s main, and only,
street. It was well after dark, and the place seemed very quiet, but by following the soldiers who
had followed the porters, we found the only nightlife in town. This consisted of a doorless shack,
a row of grimy grinning faces from the fourteen porters, all sharing a single wooden bed, and a
fire around which the soldiers were squatting, passing around the ‘chang’ - a milky liquid with
a strange taste and a powerf{ul kick. Entertainment, such as it was, was provided by an old woman
and two girls, possibly of ill-repute.

We hit our first hill the following moming, and in the still heat everyone began to feel the
weightof their loads. Richard in particular felt that “the porters weren 't carrying enough” fortheir
30 rupees a day. The only one who suffered more than they deserved was Q Rees, who had been
stricken by diarrhoea since Dhunche and consequently had eaten almost nothing intwo days; even
throwing up most of the fluid he had taken. After five hours and three thousand feet of
interminable switchbacks on the army road, almost everyone had had enough and were very
relieved when we decided to call it a day after the delayed lunch break. They promptly stretched
themselves out in the grass beside their loads and rather than pitch the tents when the sun went
in and dark clouds gathered, most just unrolled their sleeping bags and carried on dozing.

Though we were a litLle less far along the road than I had hoped, there was no real problem

until just after a superb orange and green tinged sunset, Q Rees collapsed through dehydration.
This shocked all of us, even Scouse the Doc, and we decided that he had to get back to civilisation
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if he was to recover properly and have any hope of actively participating later. So while the
majority of the party and all the kit continued up the road, two of us went back down to Dubhri
in time to catch the early morning bus back to Dhunche, from where they were able to call up a
landrover from BGTC using the Nepalese Army Post’s radio.

As soon as possible we moved back into the hills and up to 4500m. The bone-chilling cold
of anight at this height in Nepal in November was the sole topic of conversation in the moming,
which only started after the sun had reached the tents and immediately began, first to give the
occupants an impromptu shower as the frost inside - and even on the sleeping bags melted, and
then slowly roasted them. For myself this paled in comparison to the headache altitude induced
which I now had. This eventually proved intolerable and after two more miserable nights I went
back down to Somdang with one of the soldiers who was also suffering.

In the meantime Richard took the remaining soldiers above the snowline to practise safe
movement with axes and crampons. They then pushed the route up under the towering seracs at
the end of (he East Glacier as far as a high camp, which was set up at 5200 m. Scouse and Richard
made a recce beyond high camp but fatigue limited their progress to the vast glacier bowl, and
they did not reach the ridge itself. This did not matter much as they met a pair of climbers, who
had just attempted to climb Paldor by Tilman’s Ridge. Although (by their own estimation)
excellent climbers, they had been stopped by a series of exposed rocky pinnacles. If a small and
experienced party such as theirs had judged the route too loose and committing, then our group
with only two functioning climbers and the rest complete novices, would be biting off more than
it could chew by going this way.

This was the situation when sapper Ashok and myself walked slowly back into basecamp
aftertwo nights recuperation below 4000 m, accompanied by Q Rees, Sapper Mohan Gurung, and
Corporal Dhan Chand, who had turned up at Somdang the evening before. Q was looking
considerably thinner, but more determined than ever to reach the mountain, and this had prompted
them to get the bus to Dubhri after only three days recuperation back in Kathmandu. They had
walked all the way over the Khurpu Danra Pass to Somdang in a day; quite a feat so soon after
being incapable of getting to his feel unassisted.

We decided that the Tilman’s Ridge route should be abandoned and that the most likely
alternative was the West Shoulder on the opposite side of the mountain, which Scouse and
Richard had spied after hours of gazing up at it.

It was nearing the cnd of our third week in Nepal, so with little time left, two climbing pairs
- Scouse and Richard, Sapper Surya Thapa and myself - moved up to establish a new high camp
at 4900 m at the end of the West Glacier.

Our assault on the Summit started the following day. It was hot work threading through
the crevasses and skirting the tumbled blocks of ice the debris of avalanches from Paldor’s
Southwest Buttress - but at least we had the footsteps of the recce to follow. It was past midday
when we reached the bergschrund, the first and usually largest crevasse at the top of a glacier. It
looked possible to skirt around the side, but only by going close in under the buttress, and rather
than risk the stones which peppered the ice under it, we took the step head on. Scouse gingerly
felt his way forward, and promptly fell up to his armpits into a crevasse. This did not seem to
trouble him unduly, for he soon found a reasonable route to the lip of the bergschrund. I followed,
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Spr Suryabahadur Thapa on the West Shoulder

LCpl Harisharan Adhikari on the Glacier
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and managed 1o drop into exactly thc same crevasse a little further on.

The next hurdle was a highly unstable but fortunately short pitch diagonally from the head
of the glacicrto the col where the Tiru Danra abuts onto Paldor’s West Shoulder. A form of scree-
running, in this case uphill, got us over the problem and onto the ridge. At last we could see
Manaslu far 1o the West, and the dark valleys of the Ankhu Khola system wound its way between
successive cloud covered ridges far beneath us.

Richard and Scouse took tums in the lead, up a series of broken rocky outcrops. Iled Surya
up a line of snow gullies slightly to the right. Six pitches took the first pair to a comer, beyond
which they hoped a simple snow slope would lead to the summit ridge and thence easily to the
top. They rounded it but the difficulties stretched on above them, whilst the sun was fast dipping
to the horizon. The warm tinge to the light did nothing to soften the icy wind that was picking up,
which did help to concentrate the mind on the fact that unless we got down to easy ground before
dark we faced a night in thc Himalaya at 5700 m without bivouac equipment. With a final gaze
at the jagged ridges and wind-torn clouds, now glowing in the last light of day, we turned and
dropped as fast as we could to the shadowy glacier 300 m below.

We were not fit for much of anything the day after, though a party went up onto the glacier
to recover the tent and other equipment. The next morning the sun did not have its normal
warming effect on the tent, we were astonished to find everything, including the kit we had
carefully laid out the night before for packing, blanketed in a foot of snow. A blizzard had come
out of nowhere in the small hours, and was still blowing fiercely. It should be said that we were
all for staying put in our sleeping bags, but Nima Sherpa the guide entered in a flurry of snow to
announce that all the other tents were down, and that the porters wanted to pack ours too. Since
the wind was too strong to re-pitch them, there was no alternative but to descend and seek shelter
at the minc.

Outsidc, digging out all the buried kit and struggling to pack the tents, I was not so sure
of the wisdom of this decision. Things got more serious when Scouse swung his bergen onto his
back and nearly doubled up as the ribs which he must have fractured the day before, cracked
agonisingly. It was now impossible forhim to carry his sack, so Nima pulled it on whilst his own
load was spread between the rest of us. The wind chose this moment to increase in strength,
blasting a vicious spindrift in our faces as we struggled under heavy loads towards the valley.
Visibility was nil, and once on the slope of the moraine the going was almost impossible. The
porters were totally ill-clad and ill-shod for a storm of this intensity. Even Nima and myself got
a touch of frostnip on the fingers or toes. The oldest of them - a wiry fellow of 47 - sat down in
the snow and almost gave up. If we had not made them dump their loads and Corporal Dhan had
not yelled at them to get moving; I think he would still be there.

After perhaps an hour the wind speed dropped and the air cleared long enough for us to get
off the exposed moraine. Nima shepherded the porters down into the valley. Scouse moved at his
own painful pace through the deep snow, escorted by Lance Corporal Harisharan. It had taken
four hours to cover a distance of two miles, minus much of our equipment, and we were in such
asorry state that the mine managementkindly allowed us to stay overnight. We fitted in wherever
there was space, and there was not one of us who did not sleep like a dog.

Most thoughts were now looking forward to the ‘fleshpots’ of Kathmandu - so we decided
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to try to walk all the way over the Khurpu Danra Pass to Dubhri in one long day. On the way the
soldiers unerringly found the only house in the district with beer for sale, and Corporal Dhan,
earned himself the nickname ‘Desperate’. Lance Corporal Harisharan was now known as ‘Dirty
Hari’, but that’s another story that probably does not bear repeating.

Base camp at 4650m beneath Paldor (5982m) and the West Glacier
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EXERCISE MORNING CALM
HILL WALKING IN SORAKSAN NATIONAL PARK,
SOUTH KOREA

SPR Kamalbahadur Khapung Limbu and
Lt(QGO)Hombahadur Limbu

QGE represented the United Nations Honour Guard Platoon in the Republic of Korea from
13 August to 14 October 1992, a period when absolutely superb weather prevails in the country.
Although the forty man strong QGE contingent was extremely busy on ceremonial duties
throughout the tour some time was found to partake in various exercises, organised adventure
training, trip and tours (o many intcresting places that the Republic has to offer. One such event
took place over the weekend of 26-28 October 1992 in Mount Sorak National Park which is
situated on the east coast of the Korean Peninsula - some 300 kms east of Seoul and reputedly one
of the most beautiful regions in South Korca.

Day one began with a five and a half hour coach journey which would take us out of the
smog and cacophony of Scoul city [irst through acres and acres of golden rice fields dotted with
handsome farm houses - their bright blue roofs standing out for miles - and much later on up onto
green forested mountains and then slowly down o sea level while unfolding natural scenes of
breathtaking beauty. Two stops werc made on the way where we refreshed ourselves with hot
‘ramyon’ (noodles) and thick, milky and swect Korean coffee. However, by the time we were
dropped off at Sokcho we were fecling rather hungry once again and hunted for some food in the
numerous rcstaurants but our lack of Korcan vocabulary let us down. We boarded a bus there
which we were told would take us to Packtamsa at the Northwest edge of the park - our start point
- a short journcy of perhaps twenty to thirty minutes.

We senscd something was wrong when an hour later we were still heading along the coast
road northwards. After much shouting and gesticulating and as desperation was about to set in,
avery pretly, young, English speaking school girl sat next to SprJiwan and asked where we were
going. She then proceeded to calm us down, got us off at Kanseong (two hours later), took us to
the ticket office for the conncecting bus and gave us the timings and showed us where we should
wait for the bus. An hour later after a bus journey through some still more scenic hills and valleys
we were [inally at Packtamsa. After a much needed bowl of hot ramyon and a brief last minute
shopping lor [resh (ruits by everyonc and a bottlc of the world’s most expensive mineral water
by Lt(QGO) Hombahadur the group was ready for anything,.

The firstlcg of the journey on foot was to the Packtamsa Temple along the wide Packtamsa
valley on metalled road. Although there was a regular minibus service to the temple and back all
included in the park entry fec, we decided to walk the route enjoying the crispy air while taking
numerous pictures along the way. The road closely followed the crystal clear river below and the
richly forested valleysides rose steeply on both sides. The Buddhist Temple itself was a splendid
building, an example of superb Korean architecture, richly painted both externally and internally
withahuge statue of Lord Buddhakeeping anever watchful eye onhis devotees. There were many
visitors to the temple which also boasted underfloor heated restaurants serving traditional Korean
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dishes. Oulside two monks were glcefully playing a game of badminton much encouraged by the
cheering onlookers. As we left the temple for the second leg of our journey the valley was in the
shadows, the weakening rays painting golden the valley tops as the sun sank wearily in the west.
The deafening silence was broken only by the gurgling of the omnipresent river. We obtained
overnight shelter on the floor of one of the huts at the entrance to the Kugoktam Valley. We met
only a few groups of trekkers along the route. Finally at 2000 hours we arrived at our chosen
destination and at once settled down to preparing our evening meal of Gurkha Troop Compo.

The area was full of trekkers; Japanese, Korean and Hong Kong Chinese butno westerners.
Some of us got the shock of ourlives when Lt(QGO) Hom decided to share around his extremely
expensive botue of mincral water only to discover that it was actually Soju - rice wine - with the
same potency as the Nepalcse “lin pance.” The victim still claims his innocence. Needless to say
everyone slept soundlessly thal night. Day one was over.

Day two began at 0830 hours, revitalised with breakfast of noodles and copious cups of
compo tea we set off to conquer the third highest peak in South Korea - Taechongbong at 1708
metres - a mere hill by Himalayan standards but not a mere stroll up the valley as we were to find
out much later that same day. We followed the Kugoktam Valley for four hours until the path
turned Northwest, crossed Lhe river and climbed steeply to the ridge which leads up to the
Pongjongam Hermitage another beautiful Buddhist Temple cradled by a rocky peak that rises far
above it. The journey along the Kugoktam valley was an utterly unforgettable experience for us
all; so immensely beautiful with its sparkling clear blue water, white waterfalls and green forests
through which the golden sun rays would filter through and fall onto the river in its clear blue
pools. Mother nature in all its virgin glory! As we progressed up the valley over rounded boulders
criss-crossing the river we encountered more and more people all very friendly unlike those in
Seoul - who wanted to know wherc we were from and how we were doing. At some point we
passed an almost continuous line of colourfully dressed people travelling the opposite way; such
is the popularity of this park. Overeveryone of these numerous brightly painted metal bridges we
would stand and take photos. Occasionally we would lose track of a few of our members notably
Sappers Sirka and Raju and there they would be deep in conversation with some of this world’s
most beautiful girls.

From Lhe top of Tacchongbong we had a panaromic view of practically the whole of the
Soraksan Park, the coastal town of Sokcho in the distance, the green valleys along which we had
threaded through and the steep mountainside over which we had just traversed and climbed but
all too soon it was timc to descend.

The intended descent route via Hwachaebong and the cable car ride for the last leg of the
journey although clearly visible was closed for reasons best known only to the park warden. The
two and a half hours of descent that followed was, we admit, the least enjoyable part of the
expedition and it seemed to last forever. There were very few people along this route majority of
them having decided wisely Lo retrace Lheir steps back the same scenic way. We were constantly
under the forest umbrella and there was no view to enjoy. For some part the path was a vertical
drop often requiring one to negotiate on all fours. We had a tacitly agreed competition going on
as to who would fall on his backside the most. When Spr Khagendra slipped and sat lotus style
with a painful grin for the fifth time the others gave up. Not surprisingly the team leader showed
off his clean bottom at the finishing point - he is an experienced walker, trekker and climber who
even at the time of writing this article was off to Nepal to lead a team of climbers to the lofty peak
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of Paldor in the Gancsh Himal.

We finally rcached the town of Osaek as the sun was low over the Western horizon, It was
in the deep shadows surrounded on three sides by enormous hills and mountains. Osaek appeared
to be gearing up for a horde of tourists to the area in the near future Jjudging by the giant hotels
and other amenities under construction. On the bus back to Sokcho cveryone was in a reflective
mood. The past two days had been great fun and our impression of this land of gentle people-away
from Seoul at least - was very deep. We hope that despite South Korea’s race to modernise and
become onc of the most developed nations in Asia, it retains some of it’s natural heritage that is
among the most beautiful in the world.

We got to Sokcho at 2000 hrs by which time the last of the express coaches to Seoul for
the day had left. We would stay overnight there and make our journey back to the Capital City
early the following morning. However there was still one final hurdle - that of finding a suitably
cheap accommodation foreleven tired and hungry bodies. We thought Capt Higgins was pushing
hisluck when he stopped the prettiest girl intown (who could barely speak a few words of English)
and began Lo pour his hearl oul with his problems: in a secluded spot. We do not know how he
did it but half an hour later we were comfortably preparing our food in one of the two rooms that

were made available (o us for the night. His motlo: “— When you get stuck for words use body
language —.”

With this lcader this group is prepared to go anywhere!!

Anyascwo!!!

Looking up the Kogakiam Valley. Posing against the backdrop of a waterfall.
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EXERCISE TAI PAN

One of the most important and prestigious events of the year for the Field Sections of The
Queen’s Gurkha Engineers is Exercise Tai Pan. Itis a week long event designedto test the general
skills and specialist Engineering skills of each section withinthe Regiment. It also tests the ability
of the sections to complete tasks, within a time limit and to the highest standard. The exercise is
extremely testing for Section Commanders and 2ICs and is a great opportunity for Sappers to
revise or relearn their Combat Engineering skills.

This year’s Section Competition was held between the 11 and 15 January. There were
thirteen sections competing over a series of fifteen stands located throughout the New Territories.

The competition started early on the moming of the 11th (0130 hrs to be precise), with a
kitinspection courtesy of the RSM and GQM. We then headed off to Wong Sek pier for the first
task, improviscd ralt building. We completed the task within time and so morale was high as we
moved to Tai Mo Shan hill to display our Infantry skills. Once again the task went well and so
spirits remained high as we moved on to the Mine Warfare stand. The purpose of this stand was
to test our ability to identify mines, recee and clear a minefield and deal with improvised booby
traps. On completion of this task the section had a quick meal and carried out a tactical sleeping
demonstration. Day onc was complele.

The sccond day began with a First Aid stand complete with casualty simulation and a
stretcherrunto a helicopterevacuation area (which, suprise suprise, wasall uphill). Unfortunately
our route to the stand was slightly round about and we lost an hour and some valuable points. Our
next task was to construct a Christchurch Sangar and a cover from view screen near Kam Tin
which went alright and in the late afiernoon we moved to our last task forthe day, the NBC stand
at Hai Po Reservoir, Testing covered all-NBC disciplines including casualty treatment inanNBC
environment and NBC recce.

The third moming of the excrcise found our section busy building a 5 bay, single storey
Medium Girder Bridge on the Calchment road. Despite the relatively good conditions we were
now feeling tired and this proved 1o be a really tough task. On completion of the build and strip
and with no time to rest we moved to Castle Peak ranges to show our skills in demolitions and
Sangar construction. Qurtasksincluded use of Rapid Cratering Kit, basic bridge demolitions. Our
next two tasks, the construction of a Sherbahadur Raft and the use of G1098 stored were carried

Jout well and within the given time limit and so entering the final day we felt that we were doing
well.

The final engincering task complete we headed for Yuen Tun Camp and the ‘decider’, an
endurance race. The race was for double points and consisted of a 3 mile run carrying personal
webbing and weapon plus anti tank mines, angle-iron pickets and bundles of barbed wire. After
a long hard race my section managed to hold on to first place in this event.

Once all Sections had completed the endurance run MGBG Maj Gen J P Foley CB OBE

MC presented the prizes to the winning sections. The overall champion section came from E
Troop 68 Gurkha Field Squadron and was commanded by Cpl Benuprasad Limbu,
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The competition was both mentally and physically taxing for all participants but was
thoroughly enjoyable and helped kecp the Regiment’s Engineering skills at the highest possible
standard.

8533 Sapper Badrikumar Rai
A Troop
67 Gurkha Field Squadron

Concentration on the face of LCpl Gangabahadur
Gurung of 70 Sp Sqn

Capt Slack helps LCpl Yogprasad to e il : o ,
do his nails Ao A, ~ LR ey
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Dashain natch party

Tika: Cpl Jumkaji, Li(QGO) Bijayshor Rai, GM,
Pandit

The children's
Christmas party
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First Christmas for the
training party
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The regimental fun run

e

2GR transferees attheir rebadging
parade

e
The Paymaster, Capt Suttill, WO2 Cassidy and
Capt Clayton

Cpl Gangabahadur refurbishing the parachute
centre at Sek Kong
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Comd 48 Bde, Brig Trousdell at the engineer
demo

UEQ with her person-
alised plate

: _ _ ‘ J LCpl Yogprasad
TAN SR % y . Thapa during the sec-
T e N tion competition,
530 o S e @ - Which way is Mecca?
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The E in C gets the beersin ...
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...Thendemonstrates the rejuvenat-
ing effects of San Miguel
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Capt Williams auditioning for the Vienna boys
choir
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DCBF collecting his prize for the toothiest
smile of 1992

Final phase of the stretcher race in
the section competition




Ladies volleyball team

Sgts mess eating team
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National

Home Appliances

Panasonic

AV & OA Equipment

"Technics

Hi-Fi Systems & Components

National -Panasonic:- Technics

Three great names from one great company — Matsushita

r& SHUN HING GROUP SHUN HING ELECTRONIC TRADING CO,, LTD. SHUN HING TECHNOLOGY CO,,LTD.



